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DETAILS: 



Subject adores* ad meeting sponsored by *>s. JOEH/flROW and 
Mr 6. LILLlAjpFAHIS, of floors off Hat tonal Blue Star Mothers 
of Aa. on 9/2/44 at Pfeila. 81* hundred persons Including 
foraer la. first and Coughllaite leaders la attendance. 
Summary of speeches set forth, Delegates froa Eatlonal Blue 
Star Mothers of An. will at t and St. Loula Convention called 
by SKim. 



/ 
Letter from Detroit to Chicago dated Pebruary 16, 1944. 



/ 



The following report on themeeting addressed V subject and held 
at the Bellevue Stratford Kotel In Philadelphia, en Karen 2, 1944, 
under the auspices of the officers of the National Blue Star Mothers of America, 
Mrs. JQHH BEOWS and Krs. LILLIAN PARKS, was submitted by the Pennsylvania State 
Policei *.-.-' 




•A* 8i20 P.K. Xrs. PARKS. U% <Sai**an7 opened" thVaeaUag ay 
asking the audience to stand and sing the Star Spangled Banner and give the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Tlag. 

■Krs. PARKS then aoved to the rostrum and read froa a prepared 
speech. 'We welcome you here tonight on behalf of the Blue Star Ko there who make 
It pos Bible for audiences throughout the nation to hear euoh outstanding speakers 
as GERALD L.K. SHITE and others. It Is our wish to uphold the Constitution and do 
away with the infringements of our Const 1 tut ional rights which hare been forced 
upon us by the bureaucrats in Washington* ? r _* 

/ y ■*■ 

"Ve bell ere the sanctity of the American hoae and are unalterably 
opposed to.any djeaeures ^hich' break up the hoae, place our children In any state 
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regulated institutions, or the establishment of any other foreign eye tea in 
this country. ... -,"/-.'- ',;■'■. '•■,■-.. 

■Ve are opposed by national -co ascription of women. Cnder it your 
daughter could he tent anywhere in the United States to work, the Bother could 
"be sent to China and children would he forced to shift for themselves or be 
entirely dependent upon government bureaucrats and at their mercy* 

■Every loyal American citizen maintains these same views and it is 
the wish of the Blue Star Xo there to petition your elected representatives 
to keep Congress from becoming subservient to any other power* If you don't 
your President who is your elected servant becomes your dominating master. 

- "''"' . "Rrs. CATHERINE BBOWK - I have some letters here from which I wish 

to read excerpts to you* This is no laughing matter and shows the teraperment 
of certain groups in this country. I mean the American Legion «on I do not 
refer to the rank and file members ^&o I think are good Americans and could 
be relied upon to defend this country in case of invasion* 

*I refer to the officers of the American Legion who sent out these 
replies on the stationary of the State organization. She said she had written 
to them protesting their support of the national labor draft. 

■The reply from Do.'lestown, 'Tou slimy creatures had better crawl 
back In your niches in the sewer, America is no place for you* Tou had better 
be careful before firing souads start to hunt you down*' 

•The audience laughed and she said it was no lauding matter* She 
then read a letter from a Legion Post on North 33rd St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
The Post Commander had a distinctly Jewish name. They asked the names of the 
members of her organisation and the names of their children who were serving 
in the armed forces and their present military addresses. 

*Sr.e said she did not furnish these due to the fact that they might 
be Intimidated. I sent a copy of the firing squad letter to the State Adjutant 
and he wrote 'tripe 1 on the letter and returned it. I "worked for the Legion 
at one time and this was not one man's opinion- It came on their stationary 
and had to have the approval of the Commander and his Adjutant.. 

■I am for a four point program for veterans of this war when they 
return home and we are distributing petitions which we want you to get signed 

and return to us. I want any of you men who are Legion members to know what 
happened ?.nd take such action as you think should be taken under the circum- 
stances* 
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*Hy four point program for returning veterans is as follows* 

1* A Job with a living wage salary for every veteran- 
s' So apple selling. 
3* Bo making popples to support themselves or members of 

their family. 
4* Bo Joining the American Legion when they return. 

■She then introduced Gerald l.X. Smith as one of the outstanding 
end outspoken men in the United States. 

■SEKALD L.K. SMITE - I must give you some bad nevis regarding Congress- 
man GLABX I« HCJUViAUp He is one of the few Congressmen who has not been caged. 
by the Sew Deal. It is an unpleasant duty but I must report that he is not 
here tonight due to illness. He has teen eick for several weeks but he got 
out of bed yesterday and hoped to come here to ftiiledelphia. 

"I have a telegram from him personally which I will read to you but 
he had to stay home since it was his doctor's orders. This man is a great 
American and he feels terrible at missing the opportunity to address such a 
representative audience in the. city of Philadelphia. 

"SKITH then read a telegram from H0F5Y.AB apologizing for not being* 
present and asking them to carry on the good work. SMITE then said that Mrs. 
BB0OT was sitting back there biting her nails since she had not supervised the 
taking up of the collection when she was speaking so he would nov let her do 
that. Then he would give them the raw meat right off the griddle. 

■Mrs. HRCWN then came to the rostrum and asked for funds. Ve need 
this money, part of It, to pay for the rent of the room tonight. Girls in 
evening dresses then came to the front and started to pass snail baskets. Mrs. 
aSCVU finally asked them to get bigger baskets so they could go faster. 

•SHITH continued, I have beard that there are some Communists in the 
crowd to heckle me but I think this audience as well as myself know how to 
handle them. The first one that opens his mouth goes out feet first. Am I 
right? If you agree with that you can applaud and the crowd roared. 

■Hhis country has come to a fine state when the bureaucrats and others 
in Washington take an outstanding citizen like CHAKL2S A. LIHDBEHGH, a national 
hero, and hold him up to scorn for his beliefs. This Bame coterie of power hungry 
individuals do the same thing to men like KTixEY ICH2, &E5ALD NYE and BLOTCH £. 
WK33L333.. I have also been subjected to thiB persecution by those in high offices 
who have attempted In every way to smear me and ruh my character. They heve 
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even turned such characters as WALTIE LIPSHITZ WIHCHELL loose against me and 
they hare the power of the radio and the press "behind then which X do not 
posses** The papers always misstate the facts* ,: 

'-.,■■ . "-' ' "' ' ' .'•/ 

■At this point he told the audience to stop applauding or he would 
not have a chance to eay much. Tou Just listen to me and I'll tell you when 
some thing good is coming up and you can applaud, then* 

■I donH think the word FIRST is a bad word and I like the phrase 
■AMERICA FIRST. 1 Washington was first in war, first in peace and first in the 
hearts of his countrymen and he was a great American and our first president. 

■When a hundred men compete In a race one man comes in first and 
every one is attracted by his efforts* I want America first because I come from 
four generations ot Americans. My father s a minister of the Gospel» celebrated 
his 60th wedding anniversary by retiring and if my parents live until next 
December they will celebrate their 57th anniversary* 

*My wife comee first in my affections and I hope she is the only, one 
I ever have. She travels with me all the time and that solves ninety-eight 
?§*$■■ per cent of my problems. If she didn f t do this the Communists and other people 

'-f\tw : ? who hate me would have a Blonde in my lap or one waiting in my room when I came 

~ r -'^i back; from this meeting. 






.1*-* 



■STALIJf looks after Bussia first but they are fighting to protect 
their territory. GHUaCKILL looks after Ingland first. Why shouldn ! t we look 
after America firstt They are our allies but we should look after our interests 
just as they are looking after their interests. 1 objected to lend-lease and 
j testified before the Senate Committee because I thou^it it was wrong to ship 

large quantities of material to them before our armies were thoroughly equipped. 
We should be as strong in the I%st as we are in the West* 

■I have good news for you regarding the election in 1944* We are on 
1Sf „ our way to victory and the first thing is to get the BOCSEVELT dynasty out of 

fc^ Washington and all the slimy Communists that have surrounded him out of the way. 

^3 I am in favor of retiring the EOOSEVELTS to Hyde Park, giving EL5AHQE six round 

trip tickets to Shanghai, sending WILLKIE to Moscow, and making HEHBT WALLACE a 

milkman in China* 

"Ton know what slimy dirty-necked creatures the Communists in Hii ladelohia 
are, STALlff hA8 repudiated the Communist Party but he doesn't need to worry about 
them for EE1IRY WALLACE is going around the country making speeches for them. He 
said in Kineapolis that certain Eussian principles must be iacorpated in our 
government after the war. I don't want any of Huseia in Aioerioa. 
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•EAKL BEOWDEE who was released by pardon from the Federal penitentiary 
should be the running mate of B00SE7ELT for the fourth term* These men are 
glorified while other good Americans like LIHDHEEGH are held up to scorn. 

■People say you shoal on* t talk politic* or talk against the President 
la war time but it has to ha done for this groan of power hungry vultures will 
seize all power and destroy the rights of every -American oltlsen* ' 

•..-.*'<■ ;.''■'-■■ .''* ' ;"■■"■'; 

■tfe should hare less President afid more Congress* l*t ae tell you 
about Bear ALMS BABKLEY. He saw his hoae state, Kentucky, swing to the 
Bepublican column in the last election* He had to do something to increase 
hie prestige so he led the fi£it against fiCOSSTTSLT and thus hoped to get on 
the winning side* He can saell victory for us In the air* 

•This aan who acted as a rubber stamp for the President for eleren 
years didn't just suddenly change and decide to get off the hand wagon. He had 
a good reason* BOCSEVELT is now talking about sixteen years- VASHlHGTOff, . 
JEFFERSON, KADI SOU and other served two teras which they said was snou£u 
IiIHCOUJ only believed in two terns. If a aan stays in power too long he 
controls the Supreae Court and the power of Congress dwindles away. When a 
third tena was suggested for GBANT, the Congress passed a resolution saying 
two terms was eaou^i and now this aan wants a fourth term* 

■The bureaucrats and our global minded President are too busy trying 
to form super-dupe r governments with the President as head of the International 
government to pay attention to what is happening to ue in the United States. 
They want to form an international congress in Casablanca, or South Africa, with 
Just enough Americans present to pay the bill and I want no part of that- I 
never want to see any fla«3 above the American Flag or any group passing laws 
for the Americans which are not composed completely of Americans* 

■Hy son is leading a mule in India tonight* He belongs to the pack 
troops and he is not fighting for a fourth tera for E00S27SLT. He was em- 
barrassed in Texas when VI5CEKLL ^4 0Ter the Radio that I stamped and spit on 
an American Flag. I sued the Bernard Kcladden publications and they had to 
retract and reorganize for this libel, but I could not answer him on the radio. 
Tou can only speak on the radio if you are a candidate for office. I organised 
the SMITE for Senate Committee in Detroit and could speak every week. I was 
under no illusions and the #ew Deal shifted over enou^i votes to beat me despite 
the fact I polled as many votes as VANDEKBERG. I am not a politician who goes 
around kissing babies; I am a Crusader. I am like an Army engineer who goes 
ahead and tests for booby traps. If I get blown up the others know what 
happened, if not it is safe to come on. 
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•I exposed KILLKIZ Wore he spoke to the Satlonal Presbyterian 
Assembly as a member of Vail Street, Hollywood and the whiskey trust* 
This fraud got a cold reception* He planned to address a Wg gathering In 
St. Louis and only 700 showed up. OEEALD SMITH can bio* a whistle and get 
a bigger crovd than WHLKIB can b;- firing six guns. . 

■Any Kepublican observers can go away and tell your party that we 
will have no parte for him* v e are the balance of power* 

"Now I will show you the International flag- This is the Tlagj 
k i or rag, I b tamped on in Buffalo and if you think it is a Joke the Adams 

si; 1 Tlag Company in Sev York makes them. I bought six of them for $3.57 apiece, 

(flag was not prominently displayed but it could be seen that it had red 
and white stripes, part of the Union Jack and a star (yellow) in the top 
corner.) Said it looked like a Jap flag. 



"Mentioned hi a son again as a handsome six footer with six years 
of military training, but 1b still a buck private-alvays will be because he 
is a son of GEBALD L*K. SMITH. ■ 



f'iSfii- "^ e then displayed a hand crocheted flag which he stated contained 

pvo':^ 200,000 stitches and which he stated had been given to hia by one of his 

followers. 



"Ee proceeded to ridicule, HAHSY HOPKINS, VTCXARD and HENDERSON 
with the same speech which he had used on November 13, 1943, when he spoke in 
Fniladelphia. 

■Cautioned that the rats were leaving a sinking ship. Head several 
■??. clippings which praised him and his organization. f Don't let these rats 

climb oa our ship and rob us of the Victory. * Stated that the teachings of 
Christ are not foremost in this world or this war would not be taking place. 
The seeds of Marx theory took hold when the story of Virgin Mary was doubted* 

■I have been accused of being anti- semi tic. Tou can believe in 
teachings and laws of the old testament or be an atheist. If you let me 
believe in the teachings of Christ I will have no quarrel with you. All 
people are hiding behind religion now. I see the faces of ministers and 
priests in this audience. 

"Repeated the story about getting VINCHELL out of the Havy. 

"Held up a copy of P.M* Marshall field ub6s this rag to lose money, 
does not accept advertisements, to -charge off income so he doesn't have to 
pay bigger Government taxes. Vouldn* t it be funny if you went down on March 
15th and told the income tax collector such a 6tory. Tou or I would land in 

the clink. 
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■I have twenty-six people working in our of fices in Detroit putting 
out the truth every day. Ve put out from 3,000 to 7,000 pieces of mail and 
hare 3,000,000 meabers pledged to the fight* Mentioned the article lm 
Colliers (Karch 4, 1944)* They nade an exhaustive search and investigation 
and throe thing* are truet Ve are the balance of power, possess 3,000,000 
membership and are growing. ,; ;? ;v . ; /v ; . \~ ,-'; J*? : r 

■ '■ '* ' *' '■■'* ■•• ■'""• - ft': ''■ '..* ." '■■'■'''•'■i.^ i . i" s. .. -" 

"They call me a narrow-minded nationalist and I am proud of that for 
1 ui crusader for America. Compared hit narrow mindedness to a canal and a 
swamp, the canal is useful and a swamp harbors crocodiles and other vermin* 

"I hate V.V.l. VALTEH VIHCKELL, VSHIKLL VlLLKIK and VILLXAK VILI, 
Governor of Vermont, who suggested VILLKIS for the Bepub 11 can nomination. He 
called me a black: locust and I have never been called that before* 

■They passed envelopes for ■oney. He said it was painful* Suggested 
that $1-00 to $10.00 be put in the envelopes. Offered copies of 'So they 
Indicted Ke 1 as premiums, according to the amount contributed, also offered 
copies of the 'Cross and The Flag.' This hurm ae, don't give nickels. Come 
up to me and I'll give you one for I don't want to take money if you can't 
spare it. Tour home comes first, your church next and then money for this 
kind of work. 

"Promised another big meeting adj&iesion by ticket only. Vants 
representatives at the convention in St. Louis on March 25th. Voman sang 
1 Onward Christian Soldiers' and girls collected the envelopes. Ihis last 
part telling you what to do tires me more than two and a half hours of talking* 
but if I don't do it you ^ust go away and nothing happens. The meeting was 
brought to a close oy singing of the ' Star .Spangled Banner. 1 

■There were approximately 6 00 persons in attendance 
dential source it was learned that 




"Observed In attendance at this meeting were the fo' 
persons who are known followers of the AKSH.IGA FIRST group? 



m 



[for the Hationai^lue Star 

>wn to the attending officers. 



observed 



fdance 



i there of America. 

; ■ '/-V "'' ' '. 

■'■ ■ . ■ ■ .* 

known Communist si 
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■Iaforaatlon vat ohtaised through a confidential touree on the 
afternoon of thli date that the Communittt were going to heckle and try to 
creak v$- the meeting, alto that the C.I.O. ma/ ©all the employees of the 
hotel out on etrike to prevent the meeting. The meeting vai held and there 
wat no disorder. 1 




a group of meshert of the Kational 
the Ameriea First Party Contention 
to he held in S%\ Louis, Missouri, on March 25, 1944. The names of those who 
will make the trip have not at yet heen ascertained. 



isi 
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- HEFERBED UPOH COMPLETION TO THB OFFICX OF ORIGIN + 
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Two sessions of Gersid L. K. 
smith* America. First party— a 
mass meeting at Kiel Auditorium 
Saturday and a mare intimate meet- 
tof of select faithful yesterday— 
today found the party precisely 
where It wu before, opposed to all 
intamaUonallKn, President Roose- 
velt and "anything that looks or 
smelfa like Wendell Wiliae." 

w/J^'/i^* 311 * w 2- the 8°^^ agenda 
SL^.^.r^ f irtm«l at tX two 



The American voters must "ride 
the rascal bureaucrats" out of 
Washington in order to win the 
war and to avert postwar ruin for 
the nation, Gerald L. K. Smith, 
leader of the America First party, 
told 160 party workers at a meet- 
ing in Kiel Auditorium yesterday. 

The meeting, to which only his 
most active followers were invit- 
ed, was supplementary to a public 
gathering Saturday night In the 
Auditorium Opera House and was 
devoted in good part to discussion 
of ways oi swinging more votes 
to some "nationalist* presidential 
candidates in the event the Demo- 
crats nominate President Roose- 
velt and the Republicans Wendell 
Willkie. 

*Tve been accused of being a 
narrow-minded nationalist," Smith 
[said, "which is absolutely correct 
American principles must be nar- 
row. There is no way to be hroad 
about the Constitution and pre- 
cepts on which the United States 
were founded. Just because we 
all happen to be fighting-Hitler is 
no reason why we should hug 
Russia and Great Britain." 

Smith asserted the America something 1 fv» 'km » ,i * » «,„. 
First movement is I^«rB^«S^^ 



'M- Smith aW con. 

. *oai check on a meet- 

*». » * wined in a nearly hail 

*** Author Louis Adamic, and 

«J? F* f«U»we»: "They J 

Adamic, leader of • pro! 

a«* v.. 5tK S2*; tht poom *« «d. 
anfl^ne ha* about as many u wui- 

Otber Smith pronouncemente- 

•2SSJW »« to call » P*rty con- 
IT£)?£l* to J ,0 S lln * te .•* tasurgent 
candidate tf Roosevelt and Will- 
kte-or any of their kind-are picked 
by the other parties." Sarcastically : 

In view of the great hospitality 
|enerallF found here, I suggest that 
St. Louis would be a food place to 
hold such a convention." ^^ 

"Hitler and Stalin are tarred with 
tive same stick. I like the quotation. 
If a serpent bite thy enemy, em- 



conclavw Included the g©ri™l2- fe^S^E ^SJE*"* Just ***** 
bor policy, Harry Hopkins, "New ™** te u «*hting Germany is no 
rw -' bureaucra4^ , * Con^unlam reaaon * hv m ^ould hug her," 



^^TTnTtlonal^r^t 
EmtJ^ ^^ enoDS w *o do not 
gg^JJWUi ud hi. America 

levoUon to the Constitiitinn *■— . 



the Constitution, free 
Kr^J^.' *"" *** v - Chafes «. Oough- 
^,frw assembly, Charles A i2d- 

E£d ffWHff ■»""» — 

nu^S-h^^ gTeftt "^faction 
rSf™ w tl n rd * y !L a wtlng In the 

SdPteu^ 2,18 ?' When Wen- 
aeii Willkie was here, be drew 



strength daily, and that "certain ■ddr^f^£^w 1 ?« ily ¥°° for *** 
Republican forces have been try- ******* <» world affairs.) 

ing to "put pressure" on Gov. -,,, . ®£°" s At Adamic 

John Brfcker of Ohio, former i*Ji* to * 1 J he 4 8eB «°u of select party 
Gov. Harold Stassen of Minnesota jg*™, *«> u t 175 of whom attended 

and Gov. Thomas E. Dewey of . mm ~ " "' 

New York to repudiate Smith and ^ • ■ 

his party, and thus deprive them 
of possible support Willkie is un- 
able to get 

"Some astute political wTitem 
have given the America First 
party credit for many of the Re- ; 
publican successes in state elec- 
tions," Smith said, "particularly 
in Colorado and Kentucky. I 
urge the people of St. Louis to 
keep the good work rolling; for 
every person at these rallies there 
are at least 100 other St, Louiaans 
who feel as you do." 

At Saturday night's meeting 
Smith was authorised to call a 
party convention to nominate an 
insurgent candidate if Mr. Roose- 
velt and Mr. Willkie are picked 
by the other parties. The names 
of Charles A. Lindbergh and Sen- 
ator Gerald P. Nye of North Da- 
kota were suggested. 

Mrs, Ernest Lundeen, widow of 
the late Minnesota Senator, ad- 
dressing yesterday's meeting, as- 
serted "foreign minded" persons 
are advocating an international- 
ism that will ruin the Unued 
States after the war. 

"The United States is spending 
Ave times as much for the war as 
Britain and six times as much as 
Russia," she said. "After victory 
» achieved, let us bring back our 
boys, and not leave them to police 
a Europe that has had 641 wars 
since the United States was 
founded." 

Election of a President from 
•Surest of the Mississippi River, and 
not a stooge for Eastern interna- 
tional L kers" was urged by 
Charles > Madden of Pittsburgh, 
head of u <i "Defenders of George 
Washington." 

■"This war ts being fought for a 
world government and for no oth- 
er reason," he said, "This world 
government would have a single 
head — not an American — and, 
through •removal of tariff bar- 
riers, would have American labor 



Hits. "Gcod-tfeighbof Polfcy.' 

"We've spent $6,000,000,000 on our 
good-neighbor policy in Latin -Amer- 
ican countries and »100,000,000 in 
Latin-American countries belonging 
to the United Nations— and they 
are not even sending their boys 
overseas to fight." * 

Smith had police escorts for both 
meetings here, but there were no 
demonstrations, although members 
°f the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
paraded around the Auditorium Sat- 
urday with placards denouncing 
Smith, and members of the Amerl- I 
can Youth for Democracy distrlb- f 
uted handbills calling for an inves- ' 
tigation of his "Fascist activities " 
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world government would not In- 
sure peace; it would insure eternal 
war, aince every race would b* 
Constantly sc hern Ing ho\r to throw 
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(1) Get ft map of the United States. This map shows one of the important 
theaters of war — the hone front. 

(2) Che ok your map over carefully end mark with X'e the oltles end towns 
where race rioting, wrecking of churches, desecration of cemeteries, . J 
and other forms of violence to life and property have occurred la 
the last twelve months. 

(3) Study the movements of Gerald L. K» 8mith and his henohmen. Refer 
to your map and remember the X's. WHAT DO YOU DISCOVER? 



^H»^ . '' *+i ^ ou W *H find that these cities and towns are exaotly the places 

?3* ^Lv---.? ■ V , ** f * ■ ■i i "*i*l4 U* K. Smith and his henohmen had gained a toe-hold by holding 

r meetings, seoret and open, to organise their faaoist organise* ions and to 

spread their Hitlerite* dootrines of racial and religious hatred, ft^eee cities 



t 



If 
■^7 



and towns are exaotly the plaoes where Smith has slandered our war effort, our 
£3" war leadership and the Amorioan people. : 

f|f . Look at your map again. You will see that Gerald L. K, Smith, like 

i£f- the Hitler barbarians, has left a bloody trail of suspicion, disunity, sabotage 



and oonflict aoross our nation. Wherever he has been allowed to sow the seeds 
of Hitlerlsm, an ugly crop of murder and violence has been harvested. 

DO THE CITIZENS OF ST. LOUIS WANT TO HARVEST SUCH A" CROP? WO t U 'Wo 
do not want to add our name to the list of o: 
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VOICE YOUR PROTESTS AGAINST THE SMITH lEETl 

WRITE TO ATTORNEY GENERAL BIDDLE TO INVESTIGATE THE FASCIST ACTIVITIES 

OF GERALD L. K. SMIT^ 

.*<*" ■.-••■ 

/ •• •< 

_ Issued by The Amor loan Youife for. Demooraoy 

» ■ • & . 

407 Wainrlght Bull ding, St. Louis, Missouri 
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Assistant Attorney Gsnaral To* C. Clark 






Fsdaral Boraaa rf Inr»«tlfrtlon 

V > •• TO AMERICA FIRST PARTI * "v^i4sn"^V / V**--v- ' . 

:->■•**. X9TERNAL SBCUHHj WDITIOI ,:,:%• Mi; c : V-;v '/,A' ' >/•■'■'■ 

-' ■■--.'-■' ' ,-■■"':-% ;/;■;> f%->^- : ■*'■.■■-" 

For foot furth*r iaf ©nation in *xma«tloa with Four consldaraUon «f 
this mm thera is atUcfawl a copy af an additional report gub nlttad at 
# Fhiladalpai*, FeoaaylTinU, oa aja-il 4, 19U, ay tyenial Afonl 
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MnftpB §tat?e ©apartment of Iitstir* 

Detroit, Michigan 
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Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 



Chi 'LfrO/djA&SSlZk FIRStf5>ARTY 

7 — J- INTERNAL SECURITY - 



SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 



set forth hereinafter a substance of information 

whose identity is known to the Bureau, during 

rough April k, 19U. i 



v On March 17th Informant stated that Subject was in contac 

J. VONES of Louisiana and at that time JONES advised that he was livi 
Ray Beach, Florida, in close proximity to Miami, Florida. JONES at tfttat 
stated that he expected to have a well come in and that as a result of this he 
in all probability would be able to furnish SMITH with a substantial check. 





* 



fc 



Informant stated further that on this same date SMITH had been in con- 
tact with Representative CLARE HDFFMAN and at that time HOFFMAN advised SMITH that 
he would attempt to address a meeting of the SMITH group led by Mrs, CATHERINE 
BR07JN in Philadelphia sometime around the fifteenth of April. 

Informant advised that SMITH had apparently been having some trouble 
with his local printer and SMITH was of the opinion that the Anti-Defamation 
League had contacted his printer and attempted to persuade the printer to dis- 
continue printing SMITH'S publications. SMITH stated that the printer had 
apparently contacted the local police department and had been advised by the 
police that if he, the printer, did not publish SMITH'S literature aomepne else 
would, so he might Just ae well take the Jobs. 




SMITH stated that he had been having some trouble securing a 5*ai in 
Minneapolis and that he was being opposed by a group of Communists in that city. .' 
In this connection, SMITH apparently made a personal appearance before the City '-? 
Council in Minneapolis and presented his case. At this same time, SMITH stated 
that he had received a letter from the Chief '-tof police of St. Louis and that 
the Chief had advised SMITH that he would have plenty of police protection at . / t 
his St. Louis meeting. -i^eXE? j recoRDEL \L ^ ljJ~'t^^Ji-& 

J H % * "~i?~ 'li'- a 

On March 20th, SMITH in anothenfcBGvarsation wit ^^^55}? was 
advised by JONES that JONES intended sending a check tb'surfH in the 
amount of $890 to pay the bill owed by SMITH at the Embassy press. . 

SMITH stated at this time that he intended forwarding five thousand $ ■* 
books to JONES. SMITH at this time stated that he was going to have /|jj . 
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Director, FBI 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 
AMERICA FIRST PARTT 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 





ten thousand more of the books printed. SMITH and JONES were apparently refer- 
ring to the book, "And So They Indicted Me." 

On March 27th, it was ascertained through this same Informant that 
Represent at ire HOFFMAN had advised SMITH that he would be unable to attend the 
meeting at Philadelphia on the seventeenth due to the fact that there was some 
important legielation coming up in the House of Representatives on that date 
concerning lend-lease matters, and in all probability he would not be able to 
attend the meeting* 

Informant related that SMITH in a conversation with his officejnana^ 
;er PO MAN. was advised by DOMAN that SMITH had received a letter frcm 
and that! ftras apparently in some eort of trouble. 



Stf?^ 






The writer also advised SMITH that one Judge JOHN M. CAUNNAUGHTON, 
located in the Metropolitan Bank Building in TJashington, should be telephoni- / 
cally contacted by SMITH. Along these same lines SMITH advised Informant that 
he d^^ot intend to do anything about the above matter inasmuch as he felt \/j 
thatflHVhad plenty of friends who would help him. A letter relative to the 



above 



been forwarded t o th».jf?*"^ (yer.j**- 



^jj^agc 
^roerSo 





SMITH has been in telephonic contact with one | |[ phone tic), 

o, Illinois, telephone number 7391, concerning a numbero^ooks which 
1» apparently distributing in the vicinity of Illinois. SMITH has 
ered these books sent in the name of Reverend L. L.|JMARION, Detroit, Michigan. 

Yours truly, 

R. A. GUERIN, SAC W 
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Jedrral Bureau of in instigation 

Suited ftatrs Bpparttnent of 3uutiri» 

Saint Louis, Missouri 
March 31, 19AA 



AIR MAIL 

SPEC I AL DELIVERY 



Director, FBI 



6 

He: GERALD LYMAII-jS^NETH SHTH, alias 
^rald L. Kr^Snith, 
^UERICA FIRST PARTY; SEDITION 



Dear Sir: 



GERALD L. K. S'ilTH. paid a vieit to Saint Louis 
from March 2k to March 27, 1944 and through the means of a 
surveillance certain pertinent information w?s obtained. 



There is being forwarded to the Bureau and all 
offices receiving copies of this letter one copy of the log 
setting out the information developed while SMITH was in Saint 
Loui6. This is being furnished by letter so that the infor- 
mation will be immediately available for the Bureau and the 
interested offices, however, this material will be incorporated 
Into a report within the nert few days. 




) theBureau 
imentsabout 



It is being spec^^a^rpointed out to 
the information concerning ■ (phonetic) an 

(phonetic) one of whom made^omevery pointed commen 
the F.B.I. , and also the part these two individuals played in 
bringing SALITH a message that someone would accept the nomi- 
nation for President on the AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket. and the 
fact that these men were encouraging SMITH to immediately hold 
his convention, nominate his candidates, and then serve an 
ultimatum on the Republican Party. 




Philadelphia will perhaps be interested in thtfse 
parts of the log wh ich re fer to Mrs, BhOWN and the Blue Star 
and Mr. andfl M 

The Saint Paul Field Division is being furnished a 
copy of this log because considerable information is being set 
out concerning SMITH'S efforts to obtain the Municipal Audi- / 

torium in Minneapolis. There also appears to be some individual {/ 
in Minneapolis who is trying to get a radio network which SMITH - 

hopes to use for his own purposes. This log also mentions a 
City Councilman by the name of CHKISIIANSSJjjjho is apparently i. 

SHITH T s chief supporter on the City Ccj*aS&". i AU . -> ^ U<fr ' j '/ — i*< 

Buffalo may be interested in those parts cjf theglog I 
which show that SL1ITH is depending largely on the Amexic*in_Ciyil 
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Director, FBI 
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Liberties Union to fight for his right in obtaining an audi- 
torium in Buffalo, New York, and that he held a long distance 
conversation with someone in Buffalo in order to plan a cam- 
paign to obtain the auditorium in Minneapolis, 



Although Detroit will undoubtedly be interested in 
practically all of thelos^special attentioniscalled to 
the fact that ejthejB ■ phonetic) . orM |fc>bonetic) 

seem to be very well^acquainTla with certainperl^n^Wties in 
the Detroit Field Division and apparently have been contacted 
by the agents of the Detroit Field Division, 



y 



Particular attention of the Detroit Field Division is 
called to the remarks of Mrs, BEATRICE U. KKCV.LES concerning 
her report to the Post Office Inspectors that her mail has been 
opened by the F.B.I. 

The Detroit Field Division, through its confidential 
informants, will probably be able to develop the details of 
several conversations, the complete details of which were not 
available to the Saint Louis Field Division. 



g. srnoFJus, 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Enclosure 
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cc: Detroit (End.) 

cc: Philadelphia (End.) 

cc: Saint Paul (flicl.) 

cc: Buffalo (End.) 
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Saint Louis, Missouri 
■'■ '* March 31# 1944 

AIL WF08MHTS9K CONTAINED *, emu L*m mnra .««, 

l f Cnr M *C ■'SH 1 ^ rv -S'5 r n alias Gerald L. K. Smith, 

l:L!VLf!i (C J.tjLli5\?lriLlJ AFRICA FIRST PARTY; 

Tne following is a log covering GERALD L. K. SMITH'S visit to Saint 
Louis, Missouri from March 2U to 27, 1944. SMITH had made reservations at 

\,the Hotel Jefferson forMmself and wife, his secretary, M1ss\l&GANT, CHARLES 
i MADDEN, and Mrs. ERNES ^LUNDEEM . ' ^"^ ~~ 

March 24, 1944 

5:15 P.M.».I:CN : aU)IlOHBECK, Chairman of the Saint Louis branch of the AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY, enters the suite, Room 312, which has been assigned 
to SMITH. V.'ith LOHBECK is SMITH'S secretary, Hiss LEGaNT, w^o has 
arrived from Detroit, Michigan. There is general conversation and 
LOHBECK makes some mention of his trip to France and to the south, 
possibly Mexico. . 

5:50 SMITH calls in and LOHBSCK advises him that ?.TLLIAM D\M0NTGCMERY 

will come to the hotel at 7:00 P.M. with someone else. LOHBECK 
mentions that FRS^IemIG of the V.F.W. spoke over the radio the night 
before, protesting the SMITH meeting, although he mentioned no names. 

6:15 SMITH and his wife enter, having come from Chicago, Illinois. 

6:30 SMITH goes down to the lobby. 

6:35 LOHBECK and Miss LEGANT are in the rcora. She is registered in Room 368, 

6:36 Miss LEGAKT and LOHBECK leave. 

6:40 LOHBECK, Mrs. LOHBECK, and SMITH enter. 

LOHBECK tells of having had some litersture and tickets for SMITH'S 
Saturday night meeting at some bank in Saint Louis and that he was 
able to distribute to all of them; there was some indication that an 
official of the bank also assisted in this distribution. 
S.IITH relates that he has been in St* Paul, Minnesota in the last few 
days and of an attempt in that city to keep him from speaking in the 
Municipal Auditorium, lie also related that he spoke before the student 
body of some theological school there. 

LOHBECK advises they will have at their Saturday meeting about 100 
legionnaires wearing their caps. These men will be chiefly from 
South Saint Louis and the county. LOHBECK has sent letters to the 
commanders of all of the legion posts and he is also using the tele- 
phone technique in calling up many people in order to propagandist 
the meeting* 

Mrs. LOHBSCK comments that some newspaper reporter (HEFNER of the 
Post-Dispatch) and others, have been trying to bring out that LOHBECK 
visited in Germany and she denies that he ever was in Germany and 
states that his passport shows that he has not been there. 
LOHBECK says that some of vhe city politicians are coning to the 
meeting, including the City Comptroller, 

6:55 SMITH and LOHBECK leave. m w _. ^ w/ 
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7:05 



7:15 



i , 



.WILLIAM dXmONTGOMEHY and JOSEPH B. KHANK, both Republicans, employed 
at the City Hall. 

Mrs. L0H3SCK says that about thirty of the old AMERICA FIRST workers 
are active in the AMERICA FIRST PARTY. 

MONTGOMERY who is Inclined to brag, tells how he published a labor 
paper in Minneapolis some years ago and how he haskn^a^o^&yurmnist 
tactics for^a^^^e time. He mentions the name of j| ■ i - 

possiblyl | Apparently MONTGOMERY accepted mone^from^ome - * c 

radical cTubstopublish some of their material in his paper. This 
conversation was rather soft and the details of it are not certain. 
He claims that he made £1,000,00 a month for about a year in publishing 
this paper. 

.Sot IT H and L0H5ECK enter. 

During general conversation SMITH claims to know the newspaper com- 
mentator, GECRGi&OKGLSiSY, quite well and although he is a Jew, SMITH 
likes him because he has taken mere or less of a favorable attitude 
toward him. SOKOLSKY visited Si^ITH in Detroit in order to get back- 
ground for a story and SL1ITH says he wrote a good article. 
They discussed the Union Now movement *nd are very much against it. 
MONTGOMERY, tells SlilTH of the American Legion Co.Tvranders t meeting at 
which time the SMITH meeting was discussed. MONTGOLTEY either got 
this information from an informant who was there or was actually there 
himself. Indications are that MONTGOMERY was there himself.- He re- 
lated how at this Post Commanders 1 meeting mention was made of the 
fact that L0H3ECK was a conscientious objector and some of the legion- 
naires advocated that they go to the SMITH meeting and entirely dis- 
rupt it and tear things apart. MONTGOMERY says that he got up and gave 
a very enthusiastic speech in favor of SUITE and showed them how it was 
the Communists who were to disrupt the .SMITH meeting and of the danger* 
of becoming bedfellows with the Communists. This apparently impressed 
the Commanders. Post Com.T3n.der CONRAD HCGAN who had been attending a 
committee meeting of the Americanization Division of the Legion, came 
into the meeting and not knowing that there had been considerable and 
heated discussion already about SMITH, announced that they had decided 
not to disturb the meeting and that they did not want to become bed- 
fellows of the Communists. MONTGOMERY advised that PETER KIRAVELLE 
who is head of the Americanization Committee did not have much to say, 
MONTGOMERY advised that FRED EMIG of the V.F.tf. had been invited to 
attend this American Legion Commanders' meeting and that he had been 
very vociferous in his denunciation of SMITO. 

SMITH and the rest of the group in the room felt as though the pro- 
tests which the Communists had made had actually done their cause 
some good. 

SJilTH related some facts about his experiences in Minneapolis In the 
past few days. He advised that the head of the theological school 
there is an admirer of his and that SMITH was asked to dedicate a part 
of their library to SMITH'S father who had been a well-known Baptist 
preacher in that area. SMITH also told of a hearing before the City 
Council in Minneapolis regarding his petition to use the Municipal 
Auditorium. He told how the various individuals had attacked him for 



L. 
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7:43, 
7:45, 



1C;45 



11:30. 



being against a number of things and that he then got up and knocked 
out all of the arguments against him concerning anti-negro, anti- 
catholic, and anti-jewish protests. SKITH mentioned that he had & 
letter from a catholic bishop in Fort Wayne, Indiana which apparently 
shows that this bishop holds some sympathy for him* At the hearing 
SLLITH told the coun oilmen that he would show that it was only a 
political clique that was trying to keep him from speaking and he 
asked all of those of his accusers who were against a fourth term 
for IvOOSiiVELT to stand up and not one of his accusers did so, SMITH 
used this as proof of showing that it was only "left wingers" who are 
protesting against him, 

..L'GNTGOJiSRY and SHANK leave. 

, .All of them leave to go to a reception, which I/DHBEGK has planned for 
the SMITHS at the DeSoto Hotel, This was supposed to be a reception 
of about twenty people. It was verified that such a reception was 
held. 

, ,ilr, and LIrs, SMITH and Kiss I£3AI»T enter. 
They set to work opening envelopes which contain money which is 
probably from the collection which SHITH took the night before in 
Jst. Paul, SUITH mentions that CLAE2|i J *0FFJiAKN is exposing WALTER^ 

R.IKCHELLlJS relationship with his employer ANDFl£V|^RG2KS, poinding 
Gutthst one employee of JjiRGriKS is serving a term for treason and 
that another employee has been placed in an internment c&np* HGFFiiANN 
is bringing out that WliCC HELL did not emphasize these things, 
JOSEPH jAGJSTEitS and his wife were at the reception, as were also 
DONALD LOHbuXK'5 parents. 

SLilTH comments that L0H3ECK made Saint Louis for the A1EKICA FII3T 
FAHTY by "snitching those AiiLKiOA FIH3T names'*. 

SiilXH spoke in Minneapolis for an hour at the seminary and the hearing 
lasted from 2:00 until 4:30 P.l£. StalTH is pleased with the DIES 1 
investigation of WDiCH&LL. 

..SMITH decides to call someone in kinneapolis or St, Paul in order to 
find out the latest developmentsonthesHuat^n in that city, iie^^ 
tries to in witlvS ^btfao at ■ Wf 

Heritotner^s^name^^s^^^^H . and the .telephone 

Innea polls Directory shows 

and ■ ■residing at the above Tdd res sl_XMre_l&.no 

ansisllrJOtn^^TS^pnoneand he then p} 

>ws 



11:40. 
11:50, 



Telephone" TJirectorvshows their telephone number as« p. He 

speaks withS ■ and apparently is advised tha^We^uJNDSEN is 

on her way toat^Touis. He asks about the developments regarding 
the auditorium, what publicity has been given, what newspapers have 
given the best stories, and if the pictures were good. After the 
telephone conversation he tells Mrs. SMITH and Kiss LSGANT that they 
got liberal publicity in Minneapolis and that all the pictures were 
good. 

.SMITH goes down to the lobby to get a glass of warm milk. 
.3^1 TH has returned with some letters he has received 
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Later information indicated that he was an assistant 
'etary of something or other. The details o^^^m*S conversation 
were not available but he said something, that| I believed that 

; : '''■' a good presidential ticket would be Senato r for President, and 

S1IITH for Vice-President. 
* 12:15 A.ii..The women are still working on the collections, &? <s 

■' Ksrch 25, 1944 

f- ; 7:45 A.M...SL1ITHS up and down to the lobby for breakfast. 

i 8:15 Uiss Kj&A&iT in and out* 

9:00 Kr. and tirs. SltlTri and l^.ss LEGANT enter. It is possible that shortly 

thereafter a reporter named CHARLIE of the Chicago Sun was in the 

room and left, 

£ 9:15 Mrs. LUNCJ2H in, and SMITH talks of photostating some letter received 

I? from a man in the town where Mrs. LUIvDHEK was yesterday, this is 

}: ' l probably Minneapolis, 

| 9:25.. L0H52CK enters. 

I - r . 9:40 A newspaper man enters. Some mention is made of LOU who is registered 

I' ■ : at the hotel in room number 1007. In the interrogation by the newe- 

ls : . paper man SMI fri advised that he is again in St. Louis to show up 

\, -- ftlLLKIE and the New Deal and to measure the temperament of the people . 

{ in this area. He is encouraged by the trend in the Republican Party 

j\ ;■ , and he feels that his people have whipped WILLKIE. SiilTH says that 

r r he is a nationalist and not an Isolationist. Ke feels that there 

* N - will always be wars and that in order for a government or state to 

. - uphold itself it will have to be a strong sovreign state. He claims 

.. . that as far back as 1937 he advocated a stronger national defense and 

one year of military service for young men so that they would be better 
fitted to defend the country if necessary, (an incoming telephone call 
indicates that a Hr. OTT of the Hadison Journal will come to the room 
. ' ct ?:15 P.M.) 

J. From about 10:15 to 10:45 information of what transpired in SMITH'S 

j*. room was not available and by 10:45 the newspaper man had left. 

\f ' 11:05 StflTH and L0H33CK leave to go to the LIunicipal Auditorium to look 

['■' over the hall which will be used. 

'*. * 11:15 Krs. SiCITH and L!rs. IUNDE£K are in the room talking. 

[ 11:16 JOSEF h\K03STEhS enters, 

Y ' Mrs, LUKDJEN relates an experience of hers on the train coming to 

f St. Louis where she met the wife of some soldier and a number of 

|- .» « soldiers. This soldier's wife told her how her husband was not 

[ getting enough food to eat at Camp Robinson and that the food was 

\ ■ bad and if it had not been for her sending him food he would have 

t t starved. This wife also thought that it was awful that American boys 

£ * had to be sent across the seas. Mrs. LUNDESI of course sympathized 

f. « with her and was in agreement with her. 

f \ . K0E5TEK5 mentions how there is so much sentiment against the British 

and in this conversation, the full details of which were not available, 
KOESTERS mentions an individual by the name of Y.'SN'DSLL VCSBSTEH who is 
either a reporter on the Star-Times or is a friend of KCESTERS. 
K0£STii3 tells how he, LOHbZCK, and a Mr, HOFriiEISTER had a run-in 
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with some "kike", a Mr, LANSDCk, who is the head of the Convention 
Bureau in St. Louis, KOESTERS mentioned that they had to stay friendly 
with LANSDCn because they may possibly later have need for his services. 
LAN5DC7* is against SZIZl because he thinks that SlUTH tears down every- 
thing but is not constructive. They, however, gave LAXSDX the true 
background of SI*1ITH, showing what a fine man he was, 

HiUO SMITH and LOHBCCK enter, 

KOESTEitS says that he has all of the workers organized for the meeting 
tonight and they will be there between 6;30 and ?;00. They are already 
to make the collection. 

The conversation touches upon the present feud between V.1NCHELL and 
Congressman DISS and Mrs. LUw'D£2M is very bitter against WTKCKcXL be- 
cause of his attacks against her dead husband. She accuses WINCHELL 
of misquoting her in saying, that she denied that she had ever worked 
for the AMERICA FIRST Committee and is no* going around giving talks 
for SMITH and the AMERICA FIRST PARTY. She denied that she was not for 
the A.F.C. and says that she did everything she possibly could behind 
the scenes for the AMERICA FIRST Co;nmittee. 

KOBSTERS and Si£TH talk in the bedroom and their conversations are 
not available, 

12:00 P.K..lUss LEGANT enters and SMITH dictates to her in the bedroom. 

12:03 lirs. LUWDEEN leaves to go to her room. Sheis staying in Room 368. 

L0H53CK had the photostatic copies of the letter which was previously 
mentioned made at 323 Chestnut Street, There were three letters and 
he got three copies of each. They cost £2.40. 

KOESTERS and LOHBECK are alone in the livingroom and they talk about 
the various news events and KOESTERS is very pleased with the German 
air raids on London and speaks in admiring tones of the re-birth of 
the German Air Force, L0KB3CK, although making no direct comment, 
indicated his agreement. 

12:25 KOESTERS leaves. / 

L0H32CK andSjOTlM^Yeeoffee together in the siting room. During d?c^ 

time,B B,who is in Room I B calls. 

SI/ITH tells^KHBEC^^RiatTpR LUNDEEN has personal reasons for wanting 
to get the auditorium in Minneapolis because she feels that it is a 
personal affront to her to keep her from talking there. SIHTK indicates 
that Urs, UJTJDEEN is carrying on in this work because of her own personal 
reasons, rather than the ideals of their movement, SitlTK becomes very 
philosophical, saying how, if he wanted to, he could go out into the 
commercial field, get a job and make more money than he is making in 
his present work but that there are no frontiers left in the physical 
realm but that in their line of work in the mental realm, it is the 
only frontier left. SMITH believes that it will be necessary to build . 
a Congress out of the soil, meaning that the men who are presently 
established are not the ones from whom they can get support but that 
they will have to take individuals who are in the movement and build them 
to a place of position and build the government out of these men. Al- .. 
though he says nothing definite, he apparently is trying to impress 
LCII3ECK that L0H3BCK is such a man to be built up. 

SilTK says that KOcSTaRS is one of the highest type persons of his kind 
that he has seen and both he and LOHBaCK think that FOESTrJIS is very 
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Mrs. BROWN of the Blue Star Mothers is at the Cla ridge. (He cords 




Mrs. LILLIAH . 

11 of Phi la- 

d arrived on 
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ese other women during 



at the 
PARKS ,]_ 

delphia, Pennsylj 
Karen 24, 1944. 
Hotel, advised 
Ohio, was in touch wTi 
that they were there). 
Miss LoOa^I is typing up the material which SMITH had just previously 
dictated to her. 

There is an incoming telephone call from a x lr, CLYDii wChi&iV of 
Detroit, Michigan. (Records et the Claridge Hotel show that Mr. C. 
kGRRO'W, 10/+44 C-reeiisboro, Detroit, Uichigan, was registered in 
Room 504 and arrived on Inarch ?4, 1944) 

SuITK and LOHBSCK figure that they will have an audience of tbout 
3,000, not including the curiosity seekers. SMITH asked LOHBiCK 
if anyone has said that they wculd not come because they were afraid 
of the F.B.I. L0H53CK. says no, thsre was just one fellow who has a 
cousin with a similar name who is/tne army and who has been investi- 
. . . gated and questioned by the Military Intelligence. This is the only 
- ■ man who did not want to come because of some investigative organization. 

S*ITH advised the Mothers (probably Blue Star Mothers) of Cleveland 
not to come to St. Louis, inasmuch as they are being smeared in Cleveland. 
SMITH intends to held a defense meeting for them on the third. 

1:00 P.M...CLYDS. MChi&Tri of Detroit enters. 

MORROW'S son apparently h?d some run-in with a Jewish school teacher - 
and ouit school and was placed in some other school by his father. 
MORRDYi seems very proud of his boy for that. There is some indication 
that SMITH saw this boy yesterday or a few days ago. There is some 
indication that SMITH appeared ct the school where this boy is a 
student end MORROW explained that the boy was very proud that the 
other boys know that he is acquainted with SMITH. MORROW advised that 
he could hardly keep his son fro^ coming to St. Louis with him as he 
wanted to come to the SiilTH meeting. 

1:10 MONTGOMERY and SHANK enter. 

1:12 Mrs, LONDSEs and Mrs. SMITH enter. 

The group discusses war profiteering. 

There is a telephone call from L2LAND who is in Room 374. This is 

apparently Reverend LSLAKfl MARION of Pontiac, Michigan. 

Two newspaper men are going to come up to the room shortly, FLEMING 

of the Baltimore Sun, and AKSRS of the Chiccgo Sun. 

1:40....... Unidentified man or more enter. This is probably the two newspaper 

men mentioned above, 

SMITH tells them that the A.F.P. is 100* for the full prosecution of 
the war to a complete victory and that America Firsters are supporting 
bond purchases, blood banks, etc^^^^^^^^^ 

2:00 An unidentified woman, possibly fl p(? phonetic), calls. 

She will come over at 3:00 P.M. ^^^^^^^ }??<^ 

Some time in the past fifteen minutes Mr. CHARLES MADDEN has come 
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2:15 Some of the men leave, leaving -KOESTEhS, MADDEN, and LOHBSCK in the 

room. 

MONTGOMERY indicates that he was active in the American Legion in 
Minneapolis and says that there will be quite a few legionnaires 
coming to the meeting tonight. Their cbnversation drifts to derogatory 
remarks aboutthe jews and President ROOSEVELT. 

2:35 A telephone call for UADDEK and he advises that he will be in the 

lobby right awsy. 

This group was talking about the newspaper headlines and KO ESTERS 
refers to the "Reinforced Germans at Cassino". He comments that a 
month ago the Globe-Democrat reported that the Germans were sur- 
rendering at ^assino and in admiring tones says that the Germans 
must be magicians to -get reinforcements there and that they must 
pull these reinforcements out of the hat. 

2:45 SMITH, L0H6ECK, and K0S5TSRS leave for the Municipal Auditorium. 

MADDJSw has gone to the lobby to see MONTGOMERY. 
The only one left in the room is Mrs. SMITH. 

2:55 A man enters who is registered in Room 374. This is probably Reverend 

L3LAND MARION. 

3:30 ..Sm^^^HB^K^nd KOSSTErtS ard MADDEN enter. 

• i 3:45 *tf pcall^ina^i advises that he will be there tonight. 

\ 3:50 M ^possibly ■ |^alls in. 

\ Tentionisalsp made of ■ p 

3:51 .lira. CATHSR lNi&B^iiii of TneaKeStar Mothersen^rs, along with a 

or | ■ (This is undoubtedlyS ■ who was registered 

,he ularidgewithi£rs . BhCYtN) ^^^^^^^ 

Four of these mothers came to St. Louis from Philadelphia in the day 
coach and they appeared to be very enthused about their movement and 
anxious to do whatever they could to help the cause. 
Mrs. BfiGViN advised that the coach was all full of soldiers and the 
mothers used the opportunity to spread their propaganda. There was 
some indication that they even distributed pamphlets entitled, "The 
Truth About Pearl Harbor". She made some comment that a number of 
Jewish soldiers apparently did not like their activities. Mrs. BfiGKrt 
also brought along their banners and signs, including the one, "Blue 
Star Mothers of America" and the "Blue Star Mothers of Pennsylvania". 
SMITH told Mrs. BflCVft that things were different than bacic in 1936 and 
that they had to be a bit more careful because of the "terrible 
Gestapo" which persecutes people if their names are mentioned in 
connection with his movement. He advised that also a number of 
people were coming from many states to attend the rally in St. Louis, 
he had to be very csreful and not mention their names because they 
would be followed home and then persecuted there. He said that there 
were twelve to fifteenstetesrepresented. 

)SL!ITH commented tbt^HHB (phonetic^from Washington was in 
St. Louis. Mrs. BRC^^robaDiy^Kowa^HMMB 

Mrs. BHOIVK is apoarently in contact withuongressman CLARE HOFF&ANN 
regarding a meeting at Town Hall (probably in Philadelphia). They 
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have been refused the hall by the management who said that "we 

don't Kant trie F.E.I, on us". They were advised the board would ■ 
% not give them t^iis hall. 
4: 10 Reverend L£Ui\ r D|^AhIOK enters. 

i£rs # SiJCtili he s apparently been arranging for a SMITH meeting in 
[ " Philadelphia, The,y may try to get the Turner's Hall which has the 

capacity of about 2,000. 
. SMITH inquired whether this had been a German meeting place and 

'< ■ whether or not any subversive groups had met there. He is afraid 

. - that if subversive German groups had held meetings there it might 

reflect badly upon their party. 

A large number of tickets had been left at the Municipal Auditorium 
'■:. ' in St. Louis so that ,:eople who wanted admittance could obtain these 

k tickets by furnishing their names. 

k | LOHBECK indicated that five or six people had si^ied for tickets at 

■ f the Auditorium, 

A: 15 KC^STSfiS and Reverend KAHICK leave . 

4:16 ST£?H£i;^.'.C CULLCUGK, reporter, Post-Dispatch, calls and makes arrange- 

: ments to cone to the hotel later. 

{ 4:30. ... •• .SMITH goes to the bedroom for a nap. 

. ~ 4:50 Mrs, BH0V.1C and her companion leave, 

6:00 MC CULLOUGH enters. 

;'■ :- hLZ CULLOUGH was introduced by SMITH to Hiss LEGAKT and then SMITH 

- ";' remarks that MC CULLOUGH had probably seen and met Miss LEGA!IT on 

his visit to Detroit in December of 1943. MC CULLOUGH acknowledged 
that he had previously met her, saying, n Xes, I saw you in Detroit, 
in fact, live- wore a sweater that day". SMITH added to Miss LEGAKT'a 
apparent embarrassment by saying that he could not give MC CULLOUGH 
« too much credit for heveing a good memory in recalling their previous 

f meeting, 

■ - ' LDH3SCK tells of how HiiPM^R, another Post-Dispatch reported, had 
j: interviewed him concerning any trips which he had made to Germany. 

MC CULLCUGH and SMITH converse in trie bedroom which makes their 
conversation unintelligible. 

Miss LLGAI,'T leaves for the Municipal Auditorium, 

L0H3i£CK has left a short time previously with large boxes of literature 
which is to be distributed, 

Mrs. LCHBSCK enters and then goes down to the coffee shop to join 
U^s. LUirJKh-N. 

kC CULLOUGH who is still talking with SMITH asks SMITH if anyone has 
tried to attack him yet on the basis that he is staying at the Hotel 
Jefferson *hich has the reputation for being pro-IIazi, inasmuch as 
| v ,1 the F.B.I, had interned a number of waiters who worked there. 

f 7:00 LOHiJfiCK calls from the Auditorium and reports to SUITH how the crowd 

I i ' ..is coming in. 

i j , MC CULLOUGH continues his conversation, indicating that he is definitely 

f\ "' anti-KOOSSVc^T and he places the blame of the original reverses in the 

£ Pacific onto the President, for the reasons that EOOSLVELT was wrong 

|. first of all in not reinforcing the garrisons in the Philippines and 

'$■':■ 
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other Pacific outposts because he should have, as Commander in Chief, 
known what the trie military situation was and that war with Japan 
was imminent. Having failed to reinforce these garrisons he was at 
fault for not having the military forces on the alert, and, having 
failed at this, he was at fault for not withdrawing the forces from 
these outposts, or at least furnish them with enough food so that 
they would not have been in such desperate need when they were 
captured, 

SiilTH and KG CULLOUGH questioned whether the atrocity story which 
was written by the now deceased Lieutenant DYiSS was entirely true. 
It is 1IC CULLOUGH'S idea that he may have had some of the experiences 
himself, but likely many of these personal experience stories he may 
have taken all of the good personal experience stories he had heard 
and put them into one narrative, 

UC CULLuJGH gleefully comments of how he aggrava tes two post -Dispatch 
,ers whom he knows are Communists, namely, 



jenorter 

sffRWe 



>AiHtt tells about the letter which is being distributed in St. Louis, 
purportedly from the AL£JiICA FLhST PARTY widen begins, "This war is 
a hoax". SailTn advised that some man called him up and asked him whether 
he had ever made these remarks or had authorized this letter and as 
soon as the man said the wording of it began as is quoted, he advised 
that it was definitely not he who had said those things because never 
in his life had he used those words, 

ILO CULLOUGH and ZUlTd comment about an article which H£FNZE wrote 
about SMITH'S first meeting in St. Louis wnich was published in the 
New Republic ♦ 

7:20 .Two detectives enter who were assigned to take Si^ITH to the Municipal 

Auditorium. 

SailTn starts telling these men how highly he regards police officers 
and how the Communists are the ones wno are causing ail the trouble 
and how Communists are against police officers of all kinds. SaHTH 
advised that he himself had not asked for this detective detail but 
that LCH32CK had requested it. He explained that he had been with 
HUEY LCiJG at the time that he was shot and he saw at that ti;r.e that 
if anyone wanted to physically harm one, no matter how many bodyguards 
he would have, it would not save him. 

7s35.....«.KOLST2RS calls from the Auditorium to report on how the crowd is 
coming in. 

7:49 SKITK's whole party leaves for the Auditorium. 

11:40...... Xr. and Hrs. S^ITH, MADDEN, REVSiTSND MARION, Mrs. L OHBECK, Miss LEGA NT 

and thetwodetect^e* enter. These detectives are 

andj PL 

„r S^Tj^aTestheirnames so that he can send them a gift. 

The group speaks about what a good meeting it was and the excitement 

of it. Apparently the Communists and FfiSD E&IG, aa representative 

of the V.F.V'. were distributing literature in front of the Auditorium, 

Mention is made that Urs. KNGYvLES was at the meeting. 

Mrs. LUS3EEN mentions ROY K003.VAHD. 

Comment is made that some people raay^ ha ve been afraid to come because 
they feared x-nat tne place may nave been bombed and krs. LJ 4 \Diii^w 
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■\. comments that she imagines that a number were afraid to come because 

r s" . "■■- of their draft classifications, fearing that if they were seen at the 
;*'"'*V' meeting their Selective Service Boards would be advised and that they 

: -.- would have their classifications changed to 1-A« 

12:00 A.M.. Reverend UaRIOK leaves. 

They talk about going to church and some mention is made of a Reverend 
■* .' LEWIS at the St. Paul ilethodist Church. This may be Reverend L2T<TS 

who is an old friend of krs. SMITH'S family. 

tiiss LEGANT is a Lutheran and someone is to take her to churcn in 
tie morning, apparently at Concordia Seminary, because SiHTH kids 
her over the fact that there are 700 young preachers corralled at 
the Seminary, 

The attendance et the meeting was 2,139^^^^^^^ 
A telegram has been received from si ■ (phonetic) of 

i . Brooklyn, saying, "rveep up the good worK"^^^^^^ 

' ' 12:15 All of them but tfrs. LDHSSCK go out to eat. 

iirs. LDHBaCK feels ill. 

1:15 Mrs. SlilTK and CHAhLbS i-ADDS; enter, but he in a short time leaves. 

ilrs. 3L(ITn and Mrs. LOHJECK,and lira. L0H3'£CK relates how they sent 
letters to all of the radio stations in St. Louis asking that tne 
meeting be publicized but that they received not a single reply from 
any of the stations. 
-. •; i£rs, LCRcECK thought that the audience would be larger than it was 

' ar.d Mrs. SMITH explains the fact that a number of people undoubtedly 

stayed away because of "intimidation" and the "Gestapo", 
s lirs. LOHBECK explained that her father is against the AMERICA FIRST 

;' PARTY and lirs. SiilTK comments that "You will find that the majority 

are against you". 

1:27 SMITH and LOHBiiCK enter. They bring the morning papers and are 

very well pleased with the Post-Dispatch article. 
1:35....... The LOHBgCKS leave and I^HSSCj^rranges to call SittTH at 1£j3C^X^^ 

The SlilTHS ae^^haUhJ Iwre at the raeetin^H 

and wife of ■ ^Rere registered in Room jfl ■ a^Tne 

Hotel Jefferson} -^^^^^^^» 

v 1:45 ..SMITH calls ilrs. LU1»DSE,» who is in Room 3^8, sharing the room with 

« j Hiss L3GANT, telling her about the publicity they got on tonight's 

meeting. 
; i - 2:00 To Bed. 

K , > Karen 26, 1944 

7:45 A.U...A special delivery letter. This letter is probably from 
I ' of Uinneapolis with whom SUITH spoke by telephone on the night of 

f \ March 24, 1944 et 11:30 P.1I. He requested that she sent to him, 

* '■-. air mail, special delivery, all clippings in the newspaper relative 

y I to their attempt to get the Municipal Auditorium in that city for 

(■ ■' . ' their meeting. 

8:45 .SiilTH is in the lobby cf the hotel. He apparently spends the whole 

f ■ • 
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I . morning going to church, 

," .; 12:10 P.M. ,Ura. SMITH orders breakfast. She has stayed in the room all morning 

sleeping, 
? : 12:25,,....5KI?H calls in. He has been at a church which is about fifteen 

I I minutes away from the hotel. 

^ : * 12:27 KADDE3: calls. 

^ . 12:30 LOHEECK calls. They will not be able to have lunch with the SMITHS 

asthevcanfind no one to take care of the baby. 
*• - 12:A3****fl B who is in Roora B I calls in. He was at the meeting 

^ ias^n^^^^nd liked it very much. 

\. ■' 12: 45 *irs . LUKDSEK in. " 

[■ SUITK has also come in a few minutes prior to this and he refers 

'{■ ■ '; her to the editorials appearing in the Minneapolis papers and he 

& thinks that they are very good. SlilTrl rent to a Baptist Church for 

ff j services this morning and it was possibly the Third Baptist Church, 

?. J Si/ITH apparently has had some contact with the preacher there and he 

* said that the preacher was tickled that he was present, SLUTH liked 

f ,. the sermon very much, 

?■ - 12:50 MA DDE! calls and is told to come to the room. 

\ "■-■ 12:55 CLYDE MORROiV enters. 

'{ ',. ■ UORROiV again te3_ls Sl-IITH that his boy wanted to come to St. Louis 

i - with him, 

\- ; They talk about the VINCHELL DIES feud and the fact that Congressman 

I ■ KCFFLIAKN has brought out that ArlDHEi" JKKGESS had in his employ a 

i ' person who had beer convicted of misprison of treason and another 

*: *■• who was interned. They also mention the sentences which have been 

j. . meted out in the BuCHAIIAX-DIKiSSN case in Detroit and Krs. LUHDEEN 

i and Mrs, SMITH are shocked - at the fact that the F.3.I. had a peep-hole 

^ - into Hiss DIIvESN'e room. They seeded to find no criticism with the 

I sentences in that case, however, Mrs. SLflTK comments about the "poor 

£ little guy in Detroit who aided the war prisoner". (This refers to- 

s. KA>; ETEPIIAKS who was sentenced for treason for f iding FETSR KLUG, 

f; + the escaped Genan T :. T ar Prisoner). 

|. j l£CER0,k also made some -comment indicating that he felt that STEFHANS 

ha a been harshly dealt with. 

CLYL/iVoHROiV explains how at the meeting last night he distributed 
? j admission cards outside of the meeting and encouraged many people to 

f. ' ! come in to hear £i£ITH. He also told how he got ahold of the bunch 

i of literature which the Communists were distributing and disposed 

y. , ofi^sothst they could not distribute it. He made mention of 

I ft and several others who gathered around one of the SUITH 

•- • ■ protesters 1 

t . . Wrs. H0S£ (?) (trds potaibly may be lirs. BEATRICE M. KN0«?LES-J is also 

J in town and is going out to Concordia Seminary as she is a strong 

^ ,' follower of Dr. IfoLTiH MAIEE. Miss LiXrANT who is a Lutheran is also 

going out to the Seminary. 

Mrs. S^ITH who has come into the room comments that Miss LEGAST is 

a very fine girl and that they are well satisfied with her. She 

telle how they had to fire the other secretary because she was taking 
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too many days off. She would have such a big tine over the week- 
''" ; ends that she could never get to work en Mondays and for a period of 

three or four months before she was fired she took off an average of 
two days a week. 

Urs. silTH mentions that she likes the HoLel Statler better than the 
Hotel Jefferson. 

1:10... ....Mrs. LUfcDHEN enters and they talk abou tne Chicago Son Story. 

l£rs, SMITH comments about the Chicago Sun story on page one which 
was written by AK^RS based on the previous day's interview and I'.rs, 
SL1ITH says that AKZiS likes &HTH but that his paper probably re- 
wrote his article to make it appear derogatory of SMITH. 
iirs. SftllXH says that somebody said that the Mayor of St. Louis was 
at the meeting the night before. (This is believed to be erroneous 
as the Mayor is believed to have attended a meeting of lawyers where 
Senetor ISO CAHBjM spoke). Co.ment is made that Senator UG CAItiflJft is 
a very good friend of Mrs. LUhDEEN. 

1:30 UC CULLOUGH call* in and says that he will be at the meeting this 

afternoon. 

The conversation touches upon the sedition trials which are to begin 
next month and aLQitiv'ii says that "one of the boys showed me his papers ■'. 
This paper apparently was a subpoena for this an to appear in 
V.'ashington, D, C. The group agrees that the only ones who were 
indicted for sedition were those people who are against the Jews and 
the Administration and that the indictments are purely political. 
UOPJiOVi comments that i*rs. BftO'ATJ of the Blue Star Mothers is going 
to go to Detroit to hear Father COUGHLXN. UOtiftJA begins talking about 
various Communists and Co.xmunist groups and he asks iirs. UJNDaEN about 
the Trotskyites in Kiitneapolis, however, Mrs. LUNDE£T, T , although she is 
from that town, does rot know anything about them nor was she acquainted 
with the convictions concerning their movement the last year. It is to 
be noted that Urs. LUxfl/fcENj as based on her conversations, is merely 
mouthing the arguments which have been put out by SXITK and others 
and that she herself is not well founded In the background of the 
various political movements or their leaders. 

UOKiiiOii advises that these Trotskyites in the C.I.O. who were convicted 
in ilinneapolis were prosecuted because KILLIAK GREEN, head of the 
A.F. of L. , went to ROOSEVELT and aksed to have them inoicted. They 
again mentioned the DINKEH trial and imagined that she is very mad at 
the F.B.I. , inasmuch as she cooperated and then was given a twelve- 

Iyear sentence. They start talking about the F.B.I, looking into 
rooms and MORfiGW explains how the F.B.I, must have some device which 
makes this possible. He explained how during the trial when the 
Defense Attorney tried to bring it out that the F.B.I, had an obser- 
vation point the lawyers went into the judge* s chambers and when they 
came out it was announced, in consideration for the National Defense 
this would not be brought out in open court, MORhOW advised that he 
does . know, however, that the police department has mirrors which 
appear like any regular mirror but that it can be looked through from 
the opposite side. 
lira. LUNDEEN commented, "They tap all of the telephones". 
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UDKHDvi commented that one can assume that ail telephone lines are 
;■ tapped. He then tells of hearing devices that are used and also 

I ;.' the methods of tapping telephone wires. It is to be noted in this 

respect that 1£CRI&VV apparently does not have very much knowledge 
about this matter and practically no knowledge about the technical 
aspects of tapping telephones or of installing microphone instal- 
lations. He apparently has, however, been listening to someone 
expound on these matters. KORRO'.V sterts talking about the Corrrauniat 
Party in Russia and says that STALIN is not a real Communist and 
does not like the Jews. He describes STALIN as being utterly ruth- 
less, but being highly patriotic and thinking of Russia first, that 
then, indirectly, commented th*t they rdshed we had a president who 
thinks of America first. 

1:57 CHAhLEi^ADDrK and possibly Reverend IZARIOa come In. 

MORRCV; continues speaking rather well of STALIN and they all agree 
that he is for Russia. UOEROiV was at the church services where 
Father COUGHLIH said that "we should love HITLER". MOraiOn says 
that CGUGHLIK actually said that. KGi'JiOV.' has a daughter who will 
very soon marry a soldier who is going overseas. 
2: 07- ...» • .So^e^i^^mesin^poss^ly LOH.^ECK • 

■ ■ enter. 

Tn«^HMil^^^reapparently very sympathetic with SttlTH and are 
one of the fold. 
2: 15 ..... . .Incoming tele phone call which is taken in the bedroom. 

have come from Philadelphia to hear SMITH'S speech. 

r _^_ r _ advised that they came for three reasons: one, 

she had never been in St. Louis; two, for the SMITH'S speech, and 
three, she had a friend in St. Louis, but she has now found out that 
this friend has moved to Chicago, They are going to Chicago from 
i. St. Louis before returning to Philadelphia. 

i 2:20 i^gj^CRRDVV and LCHBJCK leave for the Municipal Auditorium. 

J W and SailTH talk abou the election of someone named SAMUELS. 

U ■ f also tells of a woman who is head of the Union Now movement. 

m W~ & *g a inst the Internationalists. Mention is made of some- 

•- one who used to be with the F.B.I. It is to be .act ed that this c on- 

versa tion was very difficult to follow, inasmuch as IB "as 
talking with Mrs. SiilTK and Urs. LUKDEZa, and SUIT El aH^^^^^Twere 
speaking in rather low voices. ^^^^^» 

■" . 2:35» The entire party leaves for the alunicipal Auditorium where a meeting 

had been planned for a select group of the America Firsters. 

[ -'- 5:30 Incoming telephone call, no one there, 

6:50 Mr. and Mrs. SUITH enter, along with LOHBECK. 

StlTH comments that MC CULLOUGH, the newspaper reporter, had asked 
| * him whether DDHB2CK was vulnerable. ':* ^ 

k LOHBSCK asks, "In what way". 

{; I j . j QlITK answered, i!C CULLOUGK was just wondering whether there was 

f j ; anything in his background that would work against the best interests 

f. of the PARTI. This line of conversation was dropped. From the way 

it started it appeared as though he wanted to give LOHBECK an opportunity 
of expressing himself along this line. However, LOHbSCK did not say 
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7:00. 



anything. 

Comment is also made about envelopes, (apparently the envelopes which 
had been collected at the meeting) It was said that 59 red envelopes 
had been received and 83 others. There were also some subscriptions. 
It is to be noted that SMITH had previously consented that he was 
going to emphasize subscriptions to the Cross and Flag. 
SITITH is apparently well satisfied with Miss LRGANT and he comments 
that he is glad she had the opportunity to go out with a young 
preacner and consented about the ."nan shortage. 
.Mrs. LIT-!DEE\ T enters. 

SailTH and the others are very anxious to get a radio so they can 
listen to the T. r L\ T CH2Ll DIBS broadcast at 8:00 P.M. They have so 
far been unsuccessful in petting a radio through the hotel. 
LOKBECK called the studios of KXOK and had tentatively arranged 
trat the;,- would be able to get into the newsroom and there listen 
to the broadcast. LGHB3CK in his telephone conversation says that 
he know 8 R03aRTS and others there. 



7:15 



Mss LSGAN? mentions that they got to see Dr. V.ALT^ : ^\J\IER and that 
lie sent his greetings to Mr, SLI IT H. Miss LiGANT also had lunch 
with ^r. KAI'iR ana met his entire family, including his old mother. 
She comments that his mother, Mrs. MAI£R, has such a thick German 
accent tnat one would think she had only been in this country about 
ten years. 

SMITH asks how any of the young preachers liked his speecn and he 
was advised that the young preachers were very enthused about the 
meeting* and that about tvcent'-'—five of them were there last ni^ht* 
iiiss L5GAIIT told S.1ITH that Dr» LAIER immediately asked about the 
meeting as scon as he saw her. 

•She and iirs. KNCfiL£S also advised that they were at the broadcasting 
station when i!AIi,R broadcast but tnat they could not see him broadcast. 
■SMITH takes a long distance telephone call in the bedroom, 
*irs. LOHtiiCK who ha9 been trying to. get a radio is finally successful 
in getting one through the hotel and comment is made that Mrs. L0Hb£CK 
is a gooi friend of the manager. This comment may have been made in 
Jest, 

iirs. KNOwX&S is registered at the -layfair. LIrs. KN07XSS thought that 
she saw an F.B.I, agent at the aeeting. She is going from St, Louis 
to see CKALL-iAUX, head of the Americanization Committee of the American 
Legion, to inquire of him why the Legion advises the drafting of women, 



S^ITH comments that he feels he got a good story out of MC CULLOUGH 
because he treated him to a steak dinner before the meeting. 
There is another woman with Mrs, XNOhIaS in the rocm and both of them 
seem to be fanatics in their enthusiasm. These two women comment 
that an. F.B.I, man sat next to them and that he did net laugh at first 
at some of the things that S&tTH said but finally he could not contain 
himself any more and burst oat in laughter at some of SMITH'S comments. 
iirs. KNOiii^S* companion also made frequent derogatory remarks about 
the ''Asiatic Indians", undoubtedly, using this phrase in reference to 
Jews, 

- 1L - - 



( 



n 



Krs. KNO..LES and ULss 1SGANT were taken to Concordia Seminary by 

[■ ■ lir. KILEY who is Dr. KAl^R's assistant, 

«■' Mrs. KKOi.'LSS said that at the church where RILEY took them he is : 

i " * a vicar, Mrs, KNG..LES was very enthused about the sermon and said 

that the sermon was anti-Semitic. The preacher pointed out how 
pelfish, self-centered, and arrogant the Jews are and they interpret 
the word of God to be different from what it actually is, 
Tne group then enrages in general talk against Jews. 
S*ITK mentions EDG^R BALDiilti, head of the American Civil Liberty 
Union. He explains that lALDn'IN is very well acquainted with 
Senator y.'HSrtLFjt a*'*d relates the story that Vi'HSELES was twice Indicted 
during TTorld War I and that the A.C.L.U. came to his rescue. Fairly 
recently, BOGr2t SALDltlli saw iVHEELEK, apparently in V.'ashin^ton, D.C., 

jr and wHSSIZR told SALDi'.lK to have the Jews in the A.C.L.U. come to 

J the rescue of the 30 people who have been indicted for sedition be- 

cause in this way they would be able to fight in the rising weve of 
anti-Semitism by showing that all Jews were not in favor of these 

r . sedition indictments. 

7:47 CLYD£ i&AitCVi comes in. He is registered at the Claridge Hotel and 

j came over to SMITH'S room because he has been unable to get a radio 

and he wants to listen to the "<.TKCHELL DIES broadcast. 
7:50. . .... .Someone else comes into the room. 

It was rather difficult at this point to follow the conversation, 
■ inasmuch as at times more than one conversation was going on, 

However, somebody brought up the topic and name and -SMITH said that 
t ror&TKil.i'iSARliJG (phonetic), possibly W3HR3J4G, is an agent provacateur 

and that she had some connection with EEHhSKS in Detroit (This may be 
in reference to the BSHRSKS who was involved in the espionage trials) 
Krs. KK0V-X3S refers to some anonymous letter which she received from 
Post Office B^x 55, Ben Franklin Station, Washington, D, C. She 

:' . advised that she b?d referred this letter to a friend of hers who is , 

on the DISS Committee. 

> SMITH commented that he reports all such things directly to the F.B.I. 
i."" " In this conversation SMITH brings out that tirs. KNOVVL3S has done 

\ considerable research on subversive textbooks which are being used 

in schools in this country. She apparently goes to a lot of school 
boards and from comments apparently she has had a number of run-ins 

V with various school authorities, and apparently she takes the opportunity 
;. " of arguing and fighting with Jews whenever she has the chance because 

f -. she mentioned a number of instances where the party with whom she had 

the argument was a Jew. 

► 8:00...,,.. They all listen to the ftlNCHELL DIES program. 

r t The first fifteen minutes were ta.<en by V.IK C HELL and the second 

w fifteen by DIES. Vi'INCHBLL has been attacking various individuals Iji 

£. i ■ Congress and has also attacked the DIES Committee for not investi- 

\ i . gating and bringing to light a number of America* rf*e4e*rs who are 

Y ' ■■; operating in this country and DIES took the opportunity in this radio 
J," broadcast to accuse i.IiiCHELL of being a tool of some high authority 

I ' . who has kept him on the air so that he can attack anyone who is against 

that clique. DISS* principal object was apparently to defend the 
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representatives in Congress and also to defend himself and his 
Committee. 

8:30 After the broadcast the entire group was very well pleased with 

DIJ^S 1 talk and they were quite vigorous in their attack against 
iVIKCKELL. 

Urs. KMO'tiLES and her companion become greatly enthused over the 
idea of boycotting Jergens Lotion and one of them comments that a 
friend of hers went to a drugstore and ordered about $13«00worth 
of goods and asked him if he handled Jergens products and when he 
8a id he did she refused the articles, saying that she would not buy 
from any drugstore which handled Jergens products. These women 
immediately start planning that as soon as they get back to their 
homes they will go to all the drugstores and make large orders and then 
wnen they find out that the druggist handles Jergens products will 
refuse to take their orders. They feel that in this way they will be 
able to do considerable good. They also start planning a meeting of 
all the mothers and of all of the women they know doing the same 
thing. One of the women comments, "Our greatest asset is our nuisance 
value". 

Urs. KKOVtLES starts talking about Mrs. DILLIKG and says that she knows 
that she has these tantrums and spells but that one cannot help but 
like her. She has apparently had considerable contact with Mrs. DILLING 
and says that there has also been a feud between SALTER Y.' INC HELL and 
Urs. MIXING. ^^^^^^^^^ . 

\ At this point CLlDE ilQRRG'.Y comments that | V told him 

' that WEICHELL raided the ONI files there^^^i|edtheinformation in 
1 his broadcast. He also Indicated that V ■ has has ccn- 

\ siderable contact with Urs. DILLING^^^^^^^^^E^istnough he had 
had considerable contact witnw ^ 

Urs. KiiOVriJbS told the story that sne was in Washington, D. C. at the 
time that the mothers and other women were protesting against the 
Lend-lease Bill and was present when i!rs. DILLING h^d some of her tan- 
trums, jtrs. DILLING kept calling her husband by long distance telephone 
in Chicago and finally kr. DILLISG called Mr. KNC/..XES who was in Detroit 
to find out what was wrong with his wife and Mr..KN0*>7LES called up Mrs. 
EJ07.LSS who was in Washington, D. C. 

ilrs. KHGVILSS advised that ilr. DILLING is as enthused and interested in 
Urs. DILLIi*G f $ work as she is arid that he feels the same .way she does. 
They start talking about the relationship between Ur. and Mrs. DILLING, 
pointing out that at one time they are very loving and then they get 
at odds. 

iirs. SKITri says that tne DILLINGS were in Detroit at one time just after 
they had made up and explained how very loving they were. Apparently 
S&ITH has had contact with Mrs. DILLING. 

Urs. KN0UXK3 indicates thatV M has also had contact with 

DILLING. ^^^^^^^^» 

-■ SlUTa feels that Urs. DILLING has a very good chance of being convicted. 

k'rs. KM0V."LEC would hate to see Mrs. DILLING convicted and they all agree 
that the basis for the indictments are the fact that these people were 
the leaders of the anti-Semitic movement in the United States. 
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i 6:50 RILEf telephones in to Miss LEGAIJT and they hold a short conversation 

and after it is over Miss LEGAIJT advises StITH that RILBT has already 
* '*:■■■' written a letter to DIES, complimenting on his broadcast. 

| The conversation got rather jumbled at this point but KHOWLES com- 

[ mented that she was going to the office of ISAAC FBAKKS and let him 

! knew that she knows who he is. Apparently, there has been some dis- 

agreement between the two of them concerning the Jewish Quest^n. 
9:00. . . . ♦ . .S&ITH lea ves to meet someone in the lobby. This may be M m 

but this is not certein. Before leaving SMITH explainea 
tie "world* s most intelligent anti-Semite" was coming up to the 
room and that they snould enterta^^hy^intil he came back. He 
advised that this man's namewas^^l^H, and another fellow who is 
helping him whose name i^H^^M^Kphonetic). Ke also commented 
that this man or these mer^iaawritten a book and were planning to 
write another one. 

Some mention is made of the Red Network (l-rs, DILLING's book) and its 
flyleaf. This conversation had to do with airs. DILLI"G and her anti- 
Semitic remarks and fcirs. XNO-.'L&S was very sure of herself because of 
the fact that she had never publicly said anything snti-Sera.itic or 
gone on record as ?einp anti-Semitic, she advised that the F.B.I. 
^ tried to re^that out oOeras have many others. 

9:05. .. . -1 |( pos 5^-^B ■ and IB eater. 

Tne^cSSenirthat the^nave spen^raucntime with SKITH in Detroit and 
came to St. Louis to hear him and also help in the organization work. 
One of these men i s from Rochester, Minn esota, and the other one, 
L jjosFiblyB fc gives his address as 

A^Uds point it was determined that Mrs. KKOViLES* full name is BEATRICE 
ai. KaO'j.LES of Detro^^an^that CLXD^£0;u*0'it is from Detroit, One of 
the two men, eithe™ fori ^ wcr.opo^^e^the conversation 

from this point on.^A^^^believe^tnat it wasB M however^it 

may have been the other man. At least, i^w^l^^^^^^ a 8 9 

They start talking about the F.B.I, ar.cl I said that heacesnot 

like BUGAS (former S.A.C. in the Detroi^flHcffi vision). He described 
BUGAS as being a man who would use an iron fist when a silk glova vould 
iTave best served the purposes. He claimed that BUGAS always tried to 
get everything ty force and cited an example where BUGAS was inter- 
*-"v I viewing e German and threatened that he would not be able to get his 
nature ligation papers unless he furnished the information which was 
desired, Vtith this tne German "clammed up" and would not furnish the 
information. He advised that it took the F.B.I, two years to get the 
information which could have been^Q^ej^rom this German if he had 
!; been handled in a different way. ■ p advised that they now have 

* a new S.A.C. in Detroit named GUiJoJ^monas a much smoother approach 

'" ana will probably be better liked. He explained that BUGAS never gave 

\\ J i the local police any credit for any of the work wh^l^^ey did and when 

I i I any arrests were made it was always the F.B.I. | V explained that 

[■ he las had contact with quite a few special a gen^s^ffilWrom his talk he 

I apparently has had the confidence of some of them. 

v„ ... - - ■■ - 



r* 



c 




said that about six months ago an agent by the name of 




fice as 
told 
on and if 
did come out 

xplaiiiedhow 

| very 
^Von^^eyes 



called hio up and asked him to come down, 
id to interview him for some information. 
that he was the one who was wanting 
"ed it he should come out to see him, 
and he saw right awavthat he was a Jew. 
the light was InV K eyes and he couJ 

well and hes^y^^W^^Wiair so th*»t he could look 
^bettex^j^^m wanted some information about a 3und camp* 
1 ■ explained that he and his wife and her mo ther or m other- 

in-law had gone to this camp a number of times endB ■wanted to 

know whether a certain lnd^^n^l went toth^sBund^cl^^^Md wanted 
him to identify someone. 1 V tclJ| Ithat he would not 

A cive him that information^Scause at th^^Hm^ne worked for B^MiETT 
U (of the Tord iiotor Company) and that befcrehe would give this infor- 
II nation he would have to see OETt;| I commented that he 

doubted whether such permission woula^^^^^Wn or that whether he 
^j^^o^urnish the information. This last comment was not made to 
j [but was made to t:.e group who were listening at the hotel. 

■ Bsaid that he does not like the F.B.I, because of the way 

^^^^si^inctioning and described it as a "Gestapo". 
Someone in the group commented that the F.B.I, might be listening to 
their conversation. Hoy ever, this did not seem to keep them from 
further conversation. 

!: Mrs. K1JU.L£S claimed that she knows that the F.B.I, is opening her 
mail and that it has been obvious froa/enve lopes that this has been 
cone. She advised that she called the Post Office and they sent 
.* out a Post Office Inspector. This inspector told her that the F.B.I. 
^ had no authority to open letters and that if they wanted to do that 
'?« they would have to get a court order. She showed this Post Office 
Inspector the letter and he said, "Yes, this letter has been opened". 
This Post Office Inspector said that they are very jealous of their 
jurisdiction in these matters and that they would try to find out who 
is responsible for opening her mails and also commented that they 
would find out, 

IZrs. KNCWUES said that in one day she received three letters which 
had been opened, and one of these letters was from one of the persons 
who has been indicted for sedition. 

They then be^an talking about PAKCA\ r 2LLI ard his book "Under Cover". 
Krs. KNO'.XSS said that he was at her home for about two hours and 
when he came to her home he told her that PAftKER SAGE had recommended 
her to him. She advised that she was suspicious of him immediately 
because she does not know SAGE. She claims that he misquoted her in 



h^s^h^k, 

navlmBR 



commented that at that time PAGNANELLI knew that he didn't 
rave muc"n time left before he would be uncovered and that he there- 
fore was going around promiscuously making contacts. 
12rs. KNCtTLES stated that she had a friend of hers check on PAGNANSIil 
in New York and she found that PAGNAMELLI was wearing out shoe leather 
between the B'nai B f rith headquarters and the P. 11. newspaper. Mrs. 
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KNCV«XES also told some story of going to see some rabbi whose first 
name starts with an n S n . It is to be noted that this rabbi* s name 
was unintelligible. She advised that when she went to see this rabbi 
she took some stenographer along with her to take notes of the con- 
versation. 

ntior. was made of a man by the name of 3AUEU (?). 

said that his brother-in-law writes all of BAUER 's speeches. 
9:35* • ••• .TTCeTe^^ an incoming telephone rail from a woman who gives her name 
as GRACE SINGLETON who claims to be an evangelist end operates a 
tabernacle In New Orleans. She claimed that she had heard 5KITH talk 
in *.'ew Orleans and in Mexico City and invited him to come over to see 
her. Her room number was possible 1528. It is believed that Lira, 
KKOKLES took this telephone call. 

Tne conversation conMnued concerning CARLSON and his book "Under 
Cover" an^either^^^^^Bor- Urs. KwCsXSS told of a fellow by the 
name oi^^^^^B whc^nac^Defn contacted by CAIXSO" and mention was 
made ths^^l^ad some device for making bombs, etc. VThoever was 
relating this story advised that the;,- had just found out that 1 
had a lot of heavy boxes which he wanted to move around ana be" 
to a friend of his and got some ball bearings which were described 
as implements to be used in the making of bombs. 
Urs. KK0V1SS told of her interview with BUGAS and how he tried to 
get from her the names of people with whom she was having correspondence 
anri also who were on her mailing list. She advised that she told BUGAS , 
that surely he did not think that she thought that the F.B.I, was so 
inefficient that they would not already have these names and she told 
him that if she would ever lose her mailing list the first thing she 
would do in order tc get a copy of it would be to see him. She said 
thst he just laughed, ^^^^^^^^ 

Hrs. KNOV.'LES asked the question offl fcf why the F.B.I, would 

have five men of the Detroit Police^epartment detailed just to 
investigate people who made ar.ti-Semitic remarks. She was very much 
puzzled as to why the F.B.I, would have the Detroit Police Department 
doan^^f their work. 

fl ■ explained that the F.B.I, was no longer having the Police 

repartment do th?t work because about a week ago they called back 
from the Police Department all letters which they nad sent to them 
requesting investigations and that they were going to do all of the 
work themselves now. He advised that it was not only five men from 
the Police Department that were making F.B.I, investigations but fifty 
men and that they were conducting all types of internal security 
investigations. He advised that it was necessary for the F.B.I, to 
call upon local authorities to help them ou^because there were not 
enough agents to handle all the work. FroraB Vs conversation 

it appeared as though he has had considerable^ontsct with F.B.I, 
agents and other police cTiicers as he commented that these men often 

_see him. 
^^^^^'told of a number of agents coming to see him who apparently 
Tr^!o^sufficiently acquainted with trie background of various political 
movements to intelligently evaluate information that . is given to him. 
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\ He advised that these young men come to him with all of their 

efficiency ana with their notebooks and take voluminous notes and 
- ... he knows very well that after they are finished they don f t know 

what they have and when they get beck to the office they wonder 
what they have actually obtained. He cited as an example of this, 
a young agent who came to him and asked hi.ii the extremely silly 
and ridiculous question as to whether the Trctskyites in Minneapolis 
were friendly with the present Soviet Unionwhichis presently under 
STALIN who was t;ie arch eneity of IftOTSKY.W I continued talking 

about COmmunists ar.d he apparently spoke asar^autnority* on this 
subject, 

9:45 SkiTH enters. ^^^^^^ 

Urs, KNO'i.'li&S 1 woman companion's name is possibly V fe (phonetic). 

? These women were leaving by bus at 11:45 P»^« w^bb^^^b^ 

£ StuPH was told of the call from GnACL SiXGLZTGft and he immediately 

? , said that this was someone who was trying to frame him because he 

- 1 knew that he had never spoken in Mexico City and that this waan was 

apparently a pawn of his enemies. 

Llr, tlOREOY. and Mrs. KjKmL^S indicated that they would go over and see 
this v.oraan and see who she wa s^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

9:50 ^A^^^the pegnl^J|ave except^ K and the SMITHS* 

■j^^M^Mand^^^^Bapparentl^areieevin^for^the "Northwest". 
*■ :' ^ffesl^Bn havesomeThing to talk over with SnUTH and say that they 

' : ; na-'e "to work something out". 

•■' ' SL f ITH said he knew a very fine place to talk which was a cafe across 

t:.e street from the hotel and so at.... 

: 9:57 SMITH and these two men leave and !irs, SEITri is alone. 

The cafe to which they refer is the Bismarck Cafe and SilTIi has 
I '«■ apparently tPken-a liking to this place and it is practically iro- 

j. : possible to cover any conversations in this cafe without preliminary 

I arrangements and this could certainly not be covered without arousing 

■y ■ some suspicion, so no effort was made to do so. - 

f-i 10:00 Hiss L3GiiHT enters. 

i, t She and Mrs. S*iITK start work on the collections received from the 

j£ meetings held in St. Louis. 

£'- - , iiiss LLGAliT tells krs. SklTH that Dr. KAIILS. just got back from New 

> L York conferring with network officials, inasmuch as he is having 

f , " r some trouble with his program. Dr. LlAIEPw wanted LILSY to go to 

Y '*■ . •. Detroit in order to get some ideas on how Mr* SiHTH handles his 

f large volume of correspondence. 

j* ■ ? l£rs. SMITH mentions taat CHAhLiS kADDiSN and &rs. LUNDEEM made their 

i,.? > main speeches at the meeting this afternoon. She also comments that 

f « KC C'JLLOUGH and his wife were at the meeting. 

i i :■ j*rs. bxaJiiU and her fellow workers are leaving town at noon for Detroit, 

S. , * .- CL'iDS UCHSCVi" lives on Greensborough Street. 

\; | ' 11: 10 ••••••CLYDE mjciKk* comes to the door of the room and Uro, SUI7H goes into 

the hall and they converse quietly, as it develops, MORROW apparently 
tells of his and tfrs. KHOwlES' experience in going over to see CtfACS 
SII.TrLETON. 
11:15 Mrs. SJ^ilTK comes back in and quietly tells Miss LEGANT something. 
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, f.. Or* going through the various envelopes containing collections the 
■/..;■ following information was developed. There are letters from Kimma- 
,■;'■';■ wick, Missouri j several from Alton, Illinois j several from Cheater- 
"'%* field, Missouri; one from 0' Fallon, Missouri, and several from Lena/, 

Missouri. . 

Miss LEGAiNT comments that GSOiUJiViSDHAKDT is from Let 
^^efo^og^^iames are mentioned: 

j| W °^ ^ £L ^ evoo< ^f Ohio 7 

iSss^EBB^^^ffients that she is the woman who wrote SMITH ana made 

some mention that he might not want to write to her because she is a 

German. ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

They also mentioned the name I ^from Detroit. These are 

probably two of the wom en whoca^^oc wn^possibly with Mrs. KNCiTLSS. 

ilention is also made offl ^phonetic) of Greenville, Kentucky. 

This would indicate that^^W^^^^Wove individuals were actually 

personally present at the SMITH meeting, in St. Louis, as it has been 

SMITH'S policy in taking these collections to distribute envelopes 

and have the people put their name and address on them. 

12:15 A.U..&I7H enters^^^^ ^^^m 

He says that| I and! I are bound end determined that he 

should call a convention o^tneAM£RICA FIRST PARTY, have his candidates 
nominated, and then serve an ultimatum on the Republican Party and if 
they are not accentg^gv the PARTY withdraw from association with it. 
ShilTK sa^^that^^^HJ ha d ta lke^^^____ - , mention is also made that 
he saw^^^^^^^H^Ap^rently,^^^HBTa^obtairte^^^mepromise from 
someboc^^sfflfl continued, saying something, thai! ff had pressed 

him to hold this convention and that their suggestWnwas to nominate 
candidates and then serve the ultimatum. SMITH seemed very receptive 
to this idea and repeated several times, "I hadn*t thought of that". 
(It is to be noted that Miss LiGAL'T was present when SllITK related 
these facts). 

SMITH looked at -he collections which the women had opened up to that 
point and he commented that they probably would not have enough to pay 
for the meeting. A 

Urs. SIXTH told her husband about GKACiilsiKGLSTOH, the evangelist, 
whom Mrs. KKG^LS^and UCKItOYi had contacted at the Lennox Hotel. 
The name offl { was mentioned. 

SMITH commeritea^hat somebody probably paid her £100.00 in order to 
frame him and that she undoubtedly was not an evangelist. 
SklTH asked Uiss LKGAK7 if Dr. MAIER had said anything about his new 
network. 

SlIITH asked his wife, "I suppose the MASONS were happy", and she 
answers, "Yes, very". 
-«■ SUITH and lirs. SWITH have kidded Hiss L3GAST somewhat about her 

. : - meeting with RILEY and it may be possible that she was somewhat • 

impressed by him. 

12:45... ...SJlITK goes to bed and the women keep counting the collections* 

They comment that $20,00 was received from some people In Ro< 
Kew York. Also, they commen t on receiving a collection frojnj 

This is probably the same as 
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1:30 The woman are still working on the collections. 

\- ;;.£ . Uarch 27, 194^ 

9:00 A.K...SUITH awake. 

9:10 SMITH goes to breakfast. 

9: 28 Incoming telephone call, no names mentioned. 

9:40. ...... S^ITH enters. He calls Room 368 and speaks to Mrs. LUNDSES and 

tells her that he will pay for all of her bills in St. Louis and 

her transportation* 

Miss LEGAKT is at breakfast. 

A call is made to KUdson 5959 which is L0H3SCK f s number and he is 

told to bring all of his receipts and memos for bills which he has ■ 

paid and that he should also brin^ his hotel bill at Cleveland. 

9:50 StIITK leaves to go to the Hotel Statler to get out of town newspapers. 

I 10:05 Sl^ITH in. 

'■ 10:20 K0E3TEHS calls in, will come down for lunch at 12:30. 

SL!ITH will get out $?me press releases this morning. 

10:22... ...CLYD2 UORfiCW calls in, he is downstairs and will come up. 

V.'hen UCHKOV? comes up he tells ho?? he and Mrs. KNOiTLES went to see 
GRACE SIKGLIITGb at the Lennox Hotel and found her in some very flashy 
pajamas end she offered them some drinks. She was a woman about 
forty years of age, was all nwde up. She must have made mention of 
ALFRED DANZIGSH and SiaTH said that he is a Jew politician in New 
Orleans. Miss SINC-i^JTON is apparently trying to get a passport to 
Venezuela. U0P.R0V.' would engage SINGLETON in conversation and while 
doing so Mrs, KNOiYLiiS would look through correspondence which she had 
j on her desk. 

t 10:42 MORROW leaves. 

SMITH dictates press releases, etc. 

10:45 to 

11:15 It was impossible to obtain exactly what was going on during this 

period but at 11:15 it was noted that Si^lTH apparently had had some 
news men in and there was present in the room at that time a woman 
reporter, possibly with the U.P. or with the newspaper in whose 
building the U.P. has offices. 

11:20 A copy boy comes in for press releases ana is giving an extra copy 

to the A. P. 

11:27 Yibman reporter leaves. 

11:45. .... .Incoming call, SSHTH goes down to the lobby. 

11:47 SMITH comes in with Reverend MARION. 

11:47 Mies LEGANT enters. 

A call from Detroit (7) which is taken in the bedroom. 
*■ " Hiss LEGAFT and HARIOTJ engage in conversation and she tells of 

being at Dr. MAIi£R f s, seeing the broadcast, and having dinner there. 

! j 11:55 LOHESCK enters. 

1 ■ SsITH is going to Chicago from St. Louis and then to Milwaukee. His 

mother has broken her arm and he Intends driving to his home town 
from 'Milwaukee. 
L0HB3CE comments about ^ile newspapers and says that the Post said they 
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had 250 people at their meeting while the Star says 150. 
12:02 P.M.. Reverend MARION leaves, as does LOHBECK to get some pictures from 
*.'. ' the newspapers. 

SMTJi^iict|tes letters to Jiiss LEGANT * 
12:20 ■ I calls from the lobby and S1HTH tells him that he will 

Deaone^5^Tive minutes. 
12:27 SHITH and *rs, SMITH go down to the lobby. 

Kiss LEGANT remains typing. 

12:40 KO-.STERS, L0H3ECK and SMITH core in. 

1:10 Viss L2GAIJT goes to her room. 

Apparently KOaSTjSRS is alone in the room while S'lTH and L0H3i£CK 

confer in the bedroom. 
1:25 fcrs. L'JKDiiflJ (?) comes in and talks with KOiSTERS. 

Miss LEGANT is also in the room. 
1:32 CLYDi; MOS&OVi enters ; 

LOHBECK is also in the room at this time. 

1:35 Miss LEOAJT leaves. 

1:37 SMITH calls. 

LCHEECK is gettinr photographs of the SI£ITH meeting from the Post- 
Dispatch through -lr. PHILLIPS. 
1:38..... . .Telephone call which is taken in the bedroom. 

1:40 Apparently all the men leave and also t'iss LEGANT, leaving Mrs. SMITH 

1:45 ■ I comes in. He wants to get a dozen JONiS books. 

krs^sHrf^e^s him that ^r. Si£I?H is down in the lobby and he does 
ciownthere to see SMITH. 
1:50.. .. .fl^^^^Hre turns, saying that he cannot find SLCITH (it is to be noted 
^^S^LoHBECii and KUr.STEkS werew^i SjaIIH and he probably has gone 
over to the Bismarck ^afe) I Vhad brought some pamphlet or 

booklet for SLXi'H. He tolflSs^ElTH that Mr. HOULIHAN, former 
mayor of Richmond Heights, wanted the JOWES bocks and that he had had 
Ulster HOUUGAK at the meeting Saturday night. 
LTH was unable to find these books. 

also says goodbye to Llrs, LIMDEEN and tells her that he has 
)ust this morning visited with former Senator GARDNER in Clayton, 
Missouri, Ke is a man in his seventies and sent his greetings to 

1:57 V P leaves. 

2:10 ..Incoming telephone call, advising that the newspaper pictures are 

ready. 

2:11 CLYDE MDRHOW comes in with the pictures. 

2:15 Miss LEGANT enters. 

In conversation with Hiss LEGANT, k'ORRuK mentions a Hrs. SCHAFFEfoiAiiN 
-•*■ (phonetic) who was indicted. It is believed that he said something 

■*■ to the effect that he used to hire her. 

2: 20....... Incoming telephone call taken in the bedroom, possibly from Si^ITH. 

2:25 ..SUITH, LOHBECK, and KOgjjEjSenter. 

KC^STErtS mentions t^tl | helped Saturday night. 

2:30 CLYDE ikruTO leaves. KHo catch a train for Detroit at 6:00 P.Ji. 

From the conversation there is indication that SLIITH has spoken to 
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&IH •••••• .Mrs • 



2:45- 




3:00 




and SLITri elso mentions the name 
calls in* 
call her back in half an hour. 

calls in. Ke is told that SMITH will be back in 
our. 

comes in to 'ae^SttlituhoYever , SMITH is possibly 
i tne other roDraanJ bis told that SMITH cannot 



I i 




polls situ; 
(p osslbl 
a message. 
to go to 

at -rs. LUKDEEN c 





arently 
on, D. C. 
uld do better 



pacKing -_^^_ 

see him, ^-^^^» 

KGESTEftS and Miss LEGANT are in the room alone and KOESTERS talks 
about the Jews. 

3:03 ..LOHBECK enters. 

3:04 Mrs. LUNDEEw enters. 

SMITH'S hotel bill, including the rooms for MADDEN, LUNDEEK, etc., 
amounts to $80,16. 

3:14 Kv2STl£S leaves. 

LOHEEGk has also left to obtain SMITH'S transportation and take 
care of other details. 
SLUTH and Llrs. LUwDEI^ confer abo 
Mrs. UNDEEft advises SaLLTH that a 
called her and asked her t 
wanted Mrs. LUwDErZJ a. 
"on the radio deal". ■ ■ reels 

than he and two unknown men. 
SoilTa begins figuring on ho* Mrs. LUT<DE£<g f s expenses to Washington, 
D. C. can be paid. He said that he received a letter from HCBB 
(he may have said HCFF, possibly meaning HOFFMANN) about the lend- 
lease. SMITH wanted Mrs. LUNDESw to speak at the Baltimore meeting 
and he also would l^^^^Jgvehera^the Philadelphia meeting. She 
advised that bothB Wt spoke to her about speaking 

at Philadelphia. S^B^e^^^^r^ffl^Ton many of the speaking en- 
gagements it is very hard to get one's expenses paid and if groups 
too, do agree to pay one's" expenses, they cannot understand why a 
person wants to have a few luxuries and live in good quarters, having 
something more than the bare necessities. ^^^^^^^ 

tells Mrs. LUNDESN about his conversations with^j |and 

^^_^^_ last night, saying they told me last night that^™--lThe name 
mentioned was unintelligible) is ready to accept the nomination on 
the AMERICA FIRST ticket. 
ijrs^MJDEEN presses SMITH for an a 
■ Band he tells her to tell 

^^rlnlportation to Washington, D.C.™ 
Mrs. LUNDErM is rather reluctant to 
in Washington, D # C, and, mentions 
home she has stayed is so far from town. 
^^m^ells her to stay at the Hotel Statler. SMITH says that if 
■ Jg will pay her transportation down to Washington, D. C. and 

oac^To Minneapolis, then SMITH can afford to use Mrs. LUNDEHf for 
the meetings at Baltimore and Philadelphia, rather than Congressman 
HGFfUAttiw SMITH says that the Lend-Lease meeting is coming up on 
the seventeenth. He comments that HOFFMANN is getting weaker rather 



SMIT^e 



to what she should tell 

rjthat if he will pay her 
tTwill pay her hotel bill, 
live at the home of her friends 
that one of the friends at whose 
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3:45 



than stronger (this is believed to refer to HQFFiiANN • a state of 

health rather than his influence, however, from the conversation 

it was impossible to tell which was meant). 

Mrs. LUNDEIfl said that Mrs. BROTCN also wanted her to come to 

Philadelphia. 

SWITK again mentions the fact that these people do not realize the 

expenses which are necessary incidental to these meetings and that 

they probably assume that they are getting a lot of money, say from 

HiK&Y FORD. 

Mrs. LJKDCEN comments that it would be very fine if she were getting 

money from FORD but sh« is not, 

SMITH also indicated that he was not getting money from FCRD. 

SMITH makes mention that someone "has been offered a whole radio 

network". In talking about the radio network, SMITH says that 

"maybe both of us can use it". From the conversation it seemed as 

though this network may possibly be centered around Minneapolis. 

They begin speaking again about the Minneapolis situation and 

mentioned a man by the name of CHRISTIANSEN who is apparently one 

of the councilmen on the City Council which is to decide whether the 

Municipal Auditorium will be afforded SiilTH or not. 

Mrs. LUNDiEN says that CHRISTIANS' does not want to be put on the 

spot. She reports CHRISTIANSEN as saying, "*ie are for you but we 

get the kickbacks and don't think it is fair". CHRISTIANSEN suggested 

that Mrs. LUNDE3? - and SMITH withdraw their application for the Municipal. 

Auditorium and then submit it again at a later date. CHRISTIANSEN 

indicated that he *rculd not do a thing until Mrs, LUNDS3N got back and 

Mrs. LUNDI3EN felt sure that CHRISTIANSEN would call her as soon as she 

returned to Minneapolis and she wanted to knov: what to tell him. She 

wondered whether it would be well for her to see "YAIXAC2 or seme of 

the aldermen but commented that it would probably do no good. 

SMITH shows M rs . IUNDE3N a newspaper release which he has given out 

concerning the Minneapolis situation. 

Mrs. LJND2EK said that CHRISTIANS!}* is afraid that they may have to 

vote the other way. He can line up twelve or thirteen votes but he 

is afraid that he will not be able to swing it, 

SMITH was deep in thought, trying to figure out what to do in this 

situation and he decided to place a long distance telephone call to 

Buffalo, New York and get an exact statement as to the situation in 

that town concerning their attempt to get an auditorium there. He 

comments that he thinks that they will be able to get KLEIN'S Music 

Hall. 

V.'hile waiting for this long distance call to go through SMITH tells 

Mrs. LUKDiBK to tell CHRISTIANSEN that R0G£ii EALDV.IN of the A.C.L.U. 

is backing them in Buffalo. SMITH has also received a letter from 

BALDWIN in which he told SMITH that it was necessary to get an outside 

lawyer to handle the matter. SMITH also suggests that Mrs. LUNDEEN 

tell CHRISTIANS' that they have struck a compromise in Buffalo and 

tc tell him that this principle of whether an auditorium is afforded 

SMITH is a y&ry big thing. 

The conversation then became too soft to hear. 
,L0H3iCK enters and shortly thereafter leaves. 
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SHTH takes the Buffalo call in the bedroom and when SMITH cornea 
back, into the room he tells Mrs. LUKD2E1 that the man to whom he 
spoke in Buffalo will send her a copy of JsOGaR BALLWIN's letter. ' 
Si^ITH then tells Mrs. LUKDiiEW exactly what tz tell CHRISTIANSEN, 
one, that the American Civil Liberties Union is going to support 
SHITH to the limit; two, that under the Constitution everyone is . 
afforded certain Civil liberties, one of which is the freedom of 
speech, and that CH'hlSTIANSKtv cannot become known as one of the 
individuals who are conspiring to deny a man (S?ITH) his freedom 
of speech; three, that there is no use kidding but that they 
(The AFRICA FIRST PARTY ) are powerful enemies of the New Deal. 
oftUIH says thPt the point is to put over to CHftlSTIAKSSN that they 
are going to go through with the deal in trying to get the Auditorium 
and that the A.C.L.U. is behind them. 

SMITH told her then that if the City Council denies their explication 
for the Auditorium that she should again apply for it the very next 
day and then the Council will have to go through the same procedure 
and every time they deny it she shoul d re-apply . 

[istructe^jrsj. LUNDLaH to tellB jff } possibly 

orM Jf that he should ^Heup five of his best 

miners who na^^sons in the Serv'ee. He will then have Mrs. BROWN 
as head of the National Blue Star Mothers of America coae to liinneapolis 
and install these five mothers as the National Blue Star Mothers of 
Minnesota. Then, as l^rs. LUt«Di££ft makes another application for the 
Auditorium in the name of the AiiiuhlCA FIitST PArfTY the Blue Star Muthars 
Bhwald also apply for the Auditorium under the name of the National 
Blue Star Mothers of Minnesota and give as their speakers some obscure 
individuals to whom there car. be no objection. After the Slue Star 
Mothers' application is approved and the management of the Auditorium 
has accepted their money and the contract has been fully completed, 
the Blue Star Mothers will then announce GERALD L. K. SiilTH as their 
main speaker. 

SiuITri said that he would go through all of his petitions (he means 
the petitions to Congress which he has circulated for the benefit 
of large mustering out pay and disability payments to veterans) and 
pick out the names of the veterans who have been mustered out of 
service and also get them behind their movement. (Again, it is to 
be noted that in these petitions all veterans who had been mustered 
out were to designate this on the petition after they had signed 
their name to it) 

Mrs. LUNDSSi, referring back to the "radio deal", asks S^ITK whether 
he thinks that she could do any good in Washington, D. C. on it and 
he advises her that he thinks that she no uld do more in a few hours 

^ could do in six days, 
through her contacts in 
Washington. 

4:10. .Everybody leaves the room., 

Sir. and Mrs. SUITH to go to the railroad station to catch the 4:50 P.M. 
train for Chicago, 



g . ne t.ninK8 that sne could do any good in ira 

\ he advises her that he thinks tha^aheroi 

I I thro'j-h her contacts there thanj ff< 

! i .;_■ SMITH approves that she handle thenatter 

, ' !■ 'V Washington. 
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v SAC, Detroit ' ' April 8, 19uu 

J. tdgar hoover - Director, federal Bureau of Inveatigetlon 



4 




GERALD L. K. SUTH, IAS 
THF. AVERICA flKST WJOT 
SKDITIOH 



Reference I» made to the letter la the aboTe-captloDed Batter, dated 
lE&rch 31, 1?U*, addressed to the Bureau by ths St, I*uis Field Division, trans- 
mitting * copy of the log ■bowing the results of the surveillance of Siith'S 
activities at St. Louis froa k'arch 2L, through Kerch 27, l°Uu- Copies of thi* 
letter as well as its enclosure wars, of course, designated for the Detroit Field 
Division* 



.£& ».- ■ "' 




i^»^' 





Tour attention is invited especially to the 
n.ation concerning individuals designated as 
( phonetics)* It is noted that tbepereon re 

reportedly onca contftftt gd by fip egj^ A^nt I |ai well as other 

purportedly at Detroit. 

Goapany and also eridenoal 

particularly in reepect to that Pej 

gat ions for the Bureau. 

that forner SAC Bugae Intel 

to get his naturalization 

desired." In this rec*rdl 



the lor setting 




sons 




indicates mat he once worked for the Kord Kotor 
'tie knowledge of the Detroit Police Department, 

■rtcent's handling of national def ense invest i- 

also claiaed (see page seventeen of the los) 
& Oartan and thro* toned that he would not be able 

ess he furnished the Information wj 
was probab- 






Bureau that the Ban mentioned in the log as 
is perhaps^ J who eose time ago ©ailed at the Ford to tor Coapany - 

in talking with torner BAC Bugas outlined a plan relative to thesecuriji£ of cartAin 
important cablegrams in the so-called Tyler-Kent case, which ■HHMp^portecly 
believed oculd be used tc tho eobarraseaent of President Rocce^^^sSd certain other 
individuals associated with the government* You will recall that you furnished a 
copy of kr« Bugas' fcenorandun in this regard (afc-da. sv*ilfcblc by, hia to the Detroit 
Office) with your letter of February 17, l°Wi, ic the above-ca^ tinned case. 

Xnaaauoh as the loj furnished by the St. Louis Office %t 
that the Detroit Office say have additional Information ooncernjjtg ■ P it 

Is desired that your files bereriewed for any data of pertinorice concernEgthi* 
«an« Additionally, Special ■ fchouXd furnish e^^vaila^ie JfiforaatloB 

relative to hia contacts witnB B, and if it ap^ars^ppMpriate to you,' 

£Lacreet inquiry should be maaee^TEeFolice Department end o^bther appropriate 
ca^STce* at Detroit to ascertain this Ban's general repute tio»* occupation, method 
! fof-e per* t Ion . et cetera. I^^sjointed out that the Bureau See not tiesire any 
"siS^^^rioxiriVt'BVlgation of ■ m at this ,tiae but is nainly interested in 

•*£&£ /urnisjjed* with any InRrWtBn of pertinence now available or which can be 

"'""- HEREIN IS mUSiim vv H 




Louis 
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DATE 



/c/7/jteM 



I 






When advised Mr. 
of the office, " 
to Ur. Nichols. 

Mr. NichilJ advised that 

^t™?l%*l Ge r al R?*'?L^mVrZF- Sylvester 
/W-erc* had been convicted of sedikioru 
-JfTchols told. him. that Smith had riot been con- 
uicted and thaT Verick had beeJTbhnuicted for ■ 
failure to register as a f ore iuJagentajJ that 
he mas. under indictment for sedition, fl W 
stated that he understood that 
had talked to the Director and 
>ver had stated that Iter eck had been Con- 
or sedition. Mr. Nichols then told 
that what he thought Mr. Hoover had in 
that Verick was under indictment for 




was Vi*«'^«" , ._^° u'*uer taaiczment r 

" ;;;• . w. information containedl ) 

DATE Jlk^JSiMm^^ 
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f. -Office Memo* afidftm • united st^ibs government 



TO : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT; 



L'r. E* A* 



F. L. Welch 




DATE: April 13, 194-4 
4:30pm 

a*™ l. rAW»,«i INFORMATION CONTAINED'"" 
ssmtion HEREJK IS CLASSIFIED 



DATE-. /» i*lnJSi& nn h*~ 



Ur* £us Vanech of the De partment called duri ng your absence 
stating that a man namedM W, who is connected 

with th»~Anti- Defalcation ^ p h i a , is presently 
at Baltimore and wants to contact a representative of the 



Bureau *s 
Gerald L 
he. call 



Baltimore office in connection with the activities of 
, K* Snith. Mr, Vanech stated Ifr. McGranery suggested 
ihe _Bureau to see if arrangements could be made so that 

could call at the Baltimore office , Ur , Vane ch 
e to furnish any information concerning^ W 

other than to say that he was a private investi ga^o^^^^^^tne 
Anti-Defamation League, He stated it would be appre ciated if 
the Anent in Charge at Baltimore would be advised of 
plans to contact that office this afternoon* 




was una 



ion 




A SAC Kimball 
had already 
mith is__to oive 
Hall 



a^ < 



I immediately 

and- he advised 

with a speech whTc 

1944, at the Alcazar 

any "information which the Bd 

this meeting, the identities of those 

and any other information which might 

According to l(r, Kimball, he advised" 

data whatsoever other than the fact 

appear before a group at' Baltimore* 

as to whether the Baltimore office 

it ^receives on the meeting either before or after it is held in 

the event instructions are received from "Washington"* In this 

connection Mr* Kimball pointed out to him that no such information 

could be made available except upon the authorisation of the Attorney 

General * 



of the Baltimore office 
been there 9 in connection 
on the evening of April 13, 
requested of Kimball 
e possessed concerning 
who would be in attendance 
be available on the meeting* 
that he had no 
Smith was to 
then inquired 
any information 




J'r. Kimball stated thatW W appears to be most anxious to 

develop all possible in^o^hation concerning the meeting. Kimball 
stated that the Baltimore office is aware of the fact that the 
meeting on the night of April 13th at Baltimore before which 
Smith will speak, is a regional meeting of the America First Party* 
It will be presided over by a k'rs. Catherine^rown, President 
of the National Blue Star Mothers of America* 

JUicojiiJt. 
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i3'r4 



Memorandum for Ur* E. A. Tamm 






The Baltimore office contemplates having Agent coverage at this 
meeting in such a manner that no embarrassment will in any 
way arise and the results of this coverage will be immediately 
made available to the Bureau* , „ 

Mr, Vanech did not indicate that the Vepo-rtmen^unsh^, to have our 
Baltimore office furnish any information toM P and for 

this reason I advised Kimball that if this wa^^aual again 
contacts him. he should be advised that no data can be made available 
to him without Depo.rtmental authorisati on» 
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Report Made At 
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SERALDL. K. SMITH, with ali*s 
The" America First Party 



Date Made j Period . 
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lis; 



Character 



INTERNAL SECURIT r(G) -»• 

SECURITY MATTER ^SBDKSOl 



tytlOjfkfy 




£ A^' 







STO 




# 



# 



a 



advises SMITH has supplied 

r .CIT wi^h' great many coulee. of 

book by miAfprfOMS entitled/^And S*> They 
Indicted Me* 1 * SMITl^asi4en contacted quit 
frequently by oneV B, apparently th 

same man who was forme rly con nected with th_ , ^^^ 

v American patriot group ^MHBrecently < ^ fr- V^A Ixtkp*^' 

v j ^^/A-^charged from Canadian Army. SMITH apparerftift'-*-^ \ 
* N - T^L^ ^till inter este*d in securing larger discharge* -J 

ay for veterans but no indication he has ^j ~^ 
actually formed a new organization called Sjb7P i 
"^-"Veterans Commit tee".^Bfcadvises SMITH has 25 * 

engaged in an extensivespeaking tour since *^ p^ 1 
December and no indication he will lessen hisjpe-; ^J * 
activities in this respect* Informants of €ZZ >;£- f 
Detroit Office advise SMITH has continued to C * J ^ 
harangue New Deal Administration policies 
especially in connection with alleged pro- j*~ 
■maunist leanings' of Administration, SMITH ^ 
till proclaims at .all meetings that although 
he is not anti-Semitic he is persecuted by \ gj~ j#£ 
the Jews. i 
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At Detroit, Michigan ! 
Since the submission of the 




With regard to the allegation that SfclTH 
to organize a new committee entitled, "Veterans Committee" 
mitted the following information: 
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"Subjectry' Veterans Committee of World Viar II, 

"This Committee, as previously reported t is no committee at all . In 
his circular letter of February, Smith advises that the petitions and 
signatures contained therein, will repose in the government archives 
at Washington, D. C. They may go to Washington, but they do not repose 
the re j they go instead into kr. Smith's personal archives to swell his 
mailing liii» 

"There are rooms full of such petitions in Smith f s offices, to keep 
America out of war, in abolish Communism and Fascism, etc., dating back 
to 1939. There's thkiommittee of One j*illion, the/Committee to Keep 
America Out of P.ar, etc. / 



"Th ese committees are Smith « Since announcing that he would welcome dis- 
charged servicemen to the platform, he has not had a single one there. 1 
only, servicem en to atte nd his meetings were Mrs. Knowles' sergeant son, 

and some Lackadaisical sailors 
"rom across the street at the Salva^ 
Army Hotel, and there were few of them. -* 







fleve- 
TJothers of Riiladelphia are Mr. Smith's hand- 
maidens; the£ undoubtedly will circulate the petitions, but there will bx 
no definite organization, and as soon as the law of diminishing returns 
sets in and the nickle trickle dies down, Mr. Smith will have a new commj 

"If there were to be any real rival organization for other veterans* groi 
Smith would have to break with iiadden of Pittsburgh and Southard of Chics 
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American Legionnaire and VFW respectively, "Mr. Allen" would have been 
a "natural" to head such a group, if he came from the right army,. There 
nas been absolutely nothing in Smith's office to suggest any definite 
organization, " 



[*W* 



et forth below other information received 




"Subject! A Further Report of the Protest Hally at the Christian 
Temple, Pontiac, Michigan, November 30, 1943. - 

"At the Protest Rally at the Christian Temple, Pontiac, Michigan, 
November 30, 1943, Dr. Leland L. Marion stated that "he wasn't the only 
Christian minister" having difficulty with the OPA in obtaining gas. He 
said that "hundreds of letters have come to my desk during the past week, 
and our * phone has been ringing at all hours with calls from people who are 
with us in this fight." 

"He said one of the letters was from a Reverend Crow in Sextonville, VJis- 
consin, He did not have time to read all the letter, but the part he did 
read stated that the local OPA administrator had denied sufficient gas 
to Rev, Crow and that the administrator had expressed the same view as 
that allegedly held by Mr. Diebel of the Pontiac board, that "the sooner 
the churches were closed up, the better it would be," - . 

"It-will be recalled that in a previous report when the writer first 
learned of Marion's connection with Gerald L. K. Smith, he reviewed a 
radio sermon of llarion's, made in the spring of 1943, long before hit 
investigations began; at that time k r arion had questioned the efficacy 
of the victory- garden program "because these rains are a sign of the last 
deys, and they will continue so that the farmers will not be able to 
plant their crops, and there will be no harvest*." 

"It will also be recalled that this writer, reporting on the dedication^ 
Marion's temple in Birmingham, Michigan, October 10, 1943* wrote that fqftr* 
referred to rationing coupons and OPA as the "mark of the beast", the si 4 , 
of the Anti-Christ spoken of in the Book of Revelations of St, John the 
Divine, 

"The following day in his radio sermon, he advised this somewhat to say 
that it was not the "mark of the beast" but the foreshadow of the mark» 
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"On the night of November 30, Harvey Springer said that in the early 
1930 's, government men came to his father-in-law's ranch, : -'* 

"'They singled out the fattest steer in the herd and said, "We'll 
kill that one". "Can't we have just one little old hind-quarter?" 
They said, "No, and you'll have to kill that one, that one, that one, 
and that one," 1 and Springer pointed about the platform to the imaginary 
steers. _ ■. 

"'And,' he said, 'it's the same brain power running the rationing pro- 
gram that killed my father-in-law's cattle. \.e just had to drag than 
away " from the house so they wouldn't smell up the place; couldn't even 
have one hind quarter. ' 

"Of the gas situation, lie said that 'the oil wells in Louisiana, Kansas 
and Colorado are running like this,* and he made a drive shaft of his «' 
thumb, circling it very slowly back/ and forth, up and down, 'when they 
should be running like this,' and he speeded up his double-jointed 
thumb, 'There are wells with the capacity to produce twenty thousand 
barrels a day that are producing only twenty barrels. And oil operators 
are forced to close down some of their wells because they can't afford 
to operate them. And it* a the same brain power, 'said Springer, flash- 
ing a toothy smile, 'that says those ivells can produce only twenty 
barrels a day that's rationing your gas, ./ 

"Here in Detroit you can have all the gas you 'want if you have the money. 
You just have to slip a man a five dollar bill, and He'll give you all 
the coupons you want. I asked one where they got them, and he said from 
the OPA office. But that's what I'm against. I believe that everyone 
ought to have all the gas he needs without handing out five dollar bills 
to some bureaucrat,' 

"He said that you could get new tires in Detroit by the same expedient, 
'just slip a man a five dollar bill.* 

"He said that not long" ago 'your Henry Wallaces were going to give ^very 
Hottentot a bottle of milk; now you can't get enough milk for your chil- 
dren. Oh yes, it's a smart bunch we have down in Vashington»" 



"Subject* Meeting of the America First Party in the Maccabees Building, 
Detroit, Michigan, December 16, 1943. Speakers^ Dr. L. L/^iJarion, and 
Gerald L. K. Smith, - S 
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"Dr. Marion was already speaking. This reversed the usual procedure, 
as Smith usually speaks for an hour or more and then introduces the 
guest speaker. t 

■Dr. Marion was reciting his experiences with the Pontiac OPA rationing 
board. 

"He said that on most boards various groups were represented} there 
would be a professional man, a business man, a representative of labor ^ 
etc. On the Pontiac board, hov ever, the panel consisted entirely of 
CIO communists. As usual with these "true friends of labor", Dr. Marion 
insisted that he was not anti-union; in fact, most of his congregation 
were working men, and some had requested his opinion in regard to. joining 
unions, and he had advised them to do so, ( 



"However, he was against racketeering and Communism in the Unions^ and 
every one knew' tfiat the CIO members of the Pontiac rationing board were 
communists. llL*.^^^^* <r/ -.-■-*■ - ; /;.. .,.,., ;. ^r"*-}— ^ 

r /' f^—— - * ,;■ ■ 2 ■ i 

He Baid that *r. Fitzgerald of the district board in Detroit was a very 
fine Christian, businessman. 



*V?hen he related to the Detroit office how he had come by the loose gas 
coupons (he hadprayed for them, and had found them under his desk blotter 
and elsewhere on the premises, and *I said, thank you, JesusJ*), Mr. \ 
Fitzgerald said, *It looks as if we ought to arrest God,' Someone aawed,^ 
■there can we find Him? 1 Dr. Marion replied, *K6t in an OPA office* > 

"Marion said that the local board had asked him if he was "ordained". 
He said that he was. They then asked him if he belonged to any church 
group. He said that this was a part of a conspiracy on the part of the 
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Communistic, modernistic (Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America to force all ministers to join their ^roup. He said all minis- 
ters and all churches would soon be in the position of either joining 
or else not receiving gas coupons or rations of any kind. 

"Regarding forced membership in the Council, Dr. jjarion gave this ques- 
tion by the OPA as to his membership in any church organization a delib- 
erately false twist. 

"Reference should be made to Herion f s background. He once was a 
Christian minister; that is the Christian denomination which is an off- ' 
shoot of the New Testament (popularly known as the Baptist because of 
their belief in baptism by immersion) Church. Dr. bdgar DeWitt jfjonea 
is Detroit's, best known Christian pastor. I 

"However, Marion's church in Pontiac was split some years ago. Marion 
alleges this was due to his active preaching of and belief in the power 
of God to care for the physical well-being of man, the doctrine known as 
faith healing. He then withdrew with his adherents from the Christian 
denomination and his present work is undenominational. This split was 
the subject of headlines at the time. As a matter of fact, I believe 
there was some dispute over the handling of church funds and over the 
running of church affairs. . 

"In regard to the alleged conspiracy of thelFederal Council of Churches, 
it may be noted that Dr. H. H. Savage of the First Baptist Church in 
Pontiac withdrew from that org inization many yes^rs ago because of its 
modernistic tendencies. He is cited in Harvey Springer f s 'Termites" as 
one of a growing number of Baptist ministers to withdraw from the Council, 
Savage does not deal in politics, but he was one of the group of Pontiac 
pastors who submitted a statement that they had no difficulties with the 
local OPA office and had no complaint to make with respect to it. 

"In his address, Marion mentioned this statement. He said that he was 
the only Pontiac pastor who dared mention the New Deal deprecatingly. 
The others all 'hid under, the bed.* This is a favorite phrase of his 
master. 

"iiarion went on to say that all this was part of a conspiracy to close 
the churches, one of the first stops in a communistic program. He said 
we were closer to the 'last days 1 than most people thought. He quoted 
from the Book of Revelations of St. John to the effect that 'they shal3 
neither buy nor sell* without the Mark of the Beast. This he tied in 
with the rationing program* / 
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"He said that after the first of the year, according to 'reliable 
information' they wore goin^ to do away with A gas books. In other 
words, people could not drive unless such driving was directly in 
connection with their work. This, too, was part of the general con- 
spiracy to close the churches, as one could not use his B and G coupons 
to go to church or for other personal reasons. 

"Marion said that he was the first victim of this conspiracy, the guinea 
pig of an. atheistic experiment. Some preacher had to be made an example 
of so they said, 'Let's make an example of iiarion. ' 

"All this rationing was not necessary. Marion used the old Springer 
rant in this connection, even to the same general wording, 'It's the 
same brains running the rationing program that killed off the pigs and 
cows some years ago and plowed under the crops* f 

"He had recently been on an extended southern trip to Georgia, during 
vrhich he talked to the 'author of this book' holding up a copy of 'So 
They Indicted iie 1 by J. Edward Jones. Jones told him of an experience 
he had in opening a new well in Louisiana capable of bringing in 20,000 
barrels of oil a dry which the government forced him to cap until it 
brought in only 200, 

"On this same trip he visited oil refineries in Georgia where they had 
hundreds of large tanks buried underground. They told idarion that never 
before had they had so much oil on hand. They were forced to haul away 
a truck a day and *dump it*. This 'dumped* gasoline the stations sold 
vithout coupons, iiost of the audience u nderstood jlari on to mean that 
this gasoline was actually thrown awa: 




"However, said Marion, this conspiracy v as not going to succeed. They 
might be able to tak« his gas away, the food out of his mouth, etc., 
but he would see them in hell first. 

"He said that he was going to test the local board and see if it was just 
a mistake that his application for gas had been 'buried 1 , forcing him to 
use the detached coupons of his parishioners. He was going to moke appli- 
cation for a bicycle. He said he began his ministry about twenty-five 
years ago on n bicycle and he could do it again. The press reports that 
he has his bicycle. 

"After Marion's dissertation, Smith m*de his contribution. He said that 
Marion had left out some of the more tragic details. The order prohibiting 
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Marion from driving said that if he were riding with his wife, and she 
became suddenly ill, he could not under any circumstances take over 
the driving. If he should be asked to cpII on a dying person to administe; 
the last rites, he could not go. Not long ago a soldier who had lost a 
leg and was feeling low wanted him to call and pray for him, and he was 
forced to refuse. »*h&t these unfortunate people do when the Reverend 
Doctor is making political speeches in Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, 
Chicago and Georgia, Smith did not say. 

"Smith said that he hoped because of the small size of the crowd, they 
would not think he had forgotten the offering. The premiums offered 
were "And So They Indicted iae" for five dollars and "The Cross And The 
Flag", complete bound edition for ten dollars, and anyone'giving more 
than that could keep the pencil. He hoped that those present wo^^^gke^ 
up fo r thos e viho were absent hv giving twice the usual amount. I P 




"Smith then discussed the things 'we are going to talk about' in the 
future. Among these was the proposed 25% limitation on all income taxes. 
Also to be discussed *as the problem of the returning soldier and his 
mustering out pay. 

"He said, 'I picked up a young man in uniform the other day, and I asked 
him where he was stationed. He said that he had just been discharged. I 
asked if the uniform was all the clothes he had, and he said yes; he had 
given his civilian clothes to the Red Cross on entering the army. They 
did not even give him a suit of clothes on being discharged and asked 
him to send the uniform back as soon as possible. He had to pay his own 
fare home . * 




* * * * 

'Subject! Activities of the America First Party 
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"26 January 1944 

"Subject: America First Party Activities. Meeting in English Room, 
Hotel Book-Cadillac, January 18, 1944 




no men 



rorm present. 



"Mr. SmITH was the only speaker. He did not have his bodyguard with him, 
and only Mrs. SiilTH sat on the platform. He hoi anticipated, he said, 
having Mrs. RICHARD, advertised as the speaker for the neat meeting, 
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February 1, on hand to deliver a few remarks, but a duplication of 
dates mr de this impossible* 

"He said there were sinister forces at work in America. They were con- 
spiring to steal the soldiers' vote and to set up a totalitarian state 
in America. The leaders of these forces were FRANKFURTER, HOPKINS, and 
Judge ROSEJEoANN. Mr. Si*£ITH said he regc.rds FRANKFURTER as 'one of the 
most diabolical figures in American history'. Once Mr, SmITH was invited 
to speak at Harvard University before a group of Christian young men pre- 
sided over by a MICHAEL/dRACE. During the meeting a wild group of students 
barged into the meeting and began to hiss and boo, Thereupon the Christian 
group of young men' threw them out bodily, possibly utilizing some tricks 
'they lefrnc-d before they were saved.' Afterward hlr. SalTH asked them 
who the interlopers were. He was told they were members' of a group' or- 
ganized by the herd of the Law Department, one FSLIX'TRANKFURTER ,* they 
were Communists, and FRANKFURTER was always proselyting for the ccuse 
of Communism, 



*'&&> 



"Later when FRANKFURTER went to 1 ashington, he took many of these young 
men with him, until at the present time they number over 300 in various 
key positions. They are known as FRANKFURTER'S little hot dogs. They 
are the ones who are in chr.rge of rationing and the regimentation of our 
economic life under the guise of vartime emergency. 

"Next on the 'index expurgatorius » was lor. HOPKINS, the president's chief 
adviser. It was Roosevelt's purpose, SjCITH said, to appoint HOPKINS as 
the chief strategist over the combined chiefs of staff of ourselves and 
our allies. This would place him over General Arnold, MacArthur, etal. 
He would control the flow of military supplies to the 6A fronts on which 
American troops are nov fighting. 

"HOPKINS, SirflTH said, would be remembered as the man in control of billions 
of dollars in expenditures through V.TA. Roosevelt met him as a social worker 
*hile he was governor of Nev York. Through \?A, SmITH stated, HOPKINS 
'ground the stomachs of the poor through the ballot box. f 

"SklTH was gentle with SA*Uj?/RQS3NUANN; he did not even refer to the 
President's reference to him as "SAM the Rose'. However, he resumed 
on FTL'-vMCFURTER as an Austrian immigrant. Just because he referred to 
Frankfurter as a Jew, SMITH said he supposed some people would think him 
anti-Semitic. He didn't criticize FRANKFURTER because he was a Jew; 
'the Jevdsh people themselves ought to do that.' 

H Si£[TH quoted from Senator HUGH A. BUTLER of Nebraska, who had Just re- 
turned from South America with outspoken criticism of what he called inter- 
national boondoggling. Ve ere spending 6 billion dollars in South America, 
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meddling in South American politics. This was enough, SialTO said, 
the provide vlOOQ.OO for every one of the first 7 million men mustered 
out of the army. These men are being mustered out at the rate Of 70 
thousand r. month, ragged, disabled and needing adjustment to civilian 
life with no provisions whatever made for their care or hospitalization. 

"The other day SiilTH was driving around torn and saw a young man in uni- 
form (incident reported previously). Said SMITH, f Name the spot and I'll 
set you down.' During conversation the soldier told him that he had just 
been discharged; he was now on his way to get a letter from his new em- 
ployer to prove that he had a job so that he could buy a suit of clothes 
on credit in order to send his uniform back, which the Army wanted as soon 
as possible. 

"SMITH also told of a Senate incident in which an apologist said, 'I'm 
for America first, last and all the time, but not for America First with 
capital letters,* 

"Whereupon Sen? tor CHAVEZ of New iiexico rose and said angrily, 'VJhat's 
wrong with America first?' Such incidents as this encourage Mr. SMITH, 
especially since the New iiexico senator is a Democrat and not particularly 
noted for opposition to the New Deal, 

"Some people -wondered what he meant by America First, S'aGTH said th* 
soldiers woulqjrccide that. That week he had been interviewed by a Mr, 
tANIELS of th$#Nc-w Yor* Times. Mr. and iirs. DANIELS had just returned 
from Engl anywhere they had been during the London blitz. After the inter- 
view, SiHffl said, r Now I'll interview you. You see, I'm a reporter too, 
I represent the best paper in the United States, "The Cross and the Flag". ' 
He asked Mr, DANIELS what the soldiers were thinking, and DANI3LS replied, 
•Veil, iir. Smith, I don't think you'll have any trouble making America 
Firsters out of the returning soldiers, f Of course, Kr. Daniels was only 
stating his personal opinion r.ft»er some years of observation abroad. He 
could not publish this observation in the New York Times, because that 
organ is owned by the international interests. 

"Mr. SHITH said that he did not often read from the Bible at his meetings 
because they were not religious but political meetings. But tonight was 
an exception. He wanted his audience to remember Bill No. 666 now before 
the Congress, and he was reading from Revelations in order- to give them a 
text to remember the Bill by. He was not a student of prophecy and made 
no claims regarding this particular part of the Scriptures; merely using it 
to impress the matter on the minds of his hearers so that they would not for- 
get to write to Congress and urge that the Bill be defeated. He then read 
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from the 13th Chapter of Revelations, the 16th verse to the end of 
the chapter. 'And He causeth ell, both nail 'and great, rich and poor, 
free and bod , to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their fore** 
heads; And that no man might buy or soil, save he that had the mark 
(this vras not a ration stamp, said Mr. SMITH) or the name of the beast 3 
or the number of his name. Here is wisdom* Let him that hath understand- 
ing count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and 
his number is Six hundred threescore- and six.* 'Six, six, six! 1 said Mr, 
SaJTH triumphantly, 

"Not only is America First concerning itself with the National Mobiliza- 
tion Act now under consideration, but they are vitally concerned with 
soldiers' mustering out pay. SMITH advised us not to be misled by the 
current action of Congress and the New Deal in providing a mere pittance 
for -the boys, but we should demand a real mustering out bonus, and we 
were g^ing to circulate petitions for such a measure. It was our group, 
Mr. SMITH recalled, that raised the servicemen's pay from 21 to 50 dollars 
per month. ROOSEVELT, said SMITH, did not crre about the returning 
veterans. He vetoed the last bonus measure, and Congress had to pass it 
over his veto. At this point and old man in the audience stood up and 
said, 'Don't forget to tell them, Mr. Smith t he said it would bankrupt 
the country.' 

"DePalma was taking pictures of SMITH in action; consequently the gestures 
seamed a bit studied. SMITH explained the photographer's presence and 
told the f'udience not to be al:rmed. Mr. Depalma did not have any poli- 
tical opinions: he was <-n independent photographer who did pictures for 
Collier's, the Saturday livening Post and Click. He had been to Moscow, 
the Teheran conference, and followed Eleanor on her pacific trip. He did 
tell SMITH, however, that ELEANOR had worn him out. 

"£e offered more editions of »And So — They Indicted lie.' This book is 
destined to become, he averred, one of the principal campaign documents 
of the 1944 presidential campaign. Some people had asked him how they 
would know when victory was achieved. This would be when the ROOSEVELTS 

v.ere retired to Hyde Park, WILLIE was in Moscow and WALLACE had e_milk^— 

route in China. This, of course, assumed that Moscow would haveT willkie. 
This wasn't likely. Just last week SMITH had wired WILLKIE, 'You deserted 
the Socialist Party) you renounced the Democrats; Roosevelt slights you; 
Stalin slapped your face; the -ttepublicans won't have you; the Prohibitionists 
have already nominated their candidate — don't come messing around America 
First. 

"After the collection, SMITH invited all of those who were mothers of sons 
in service to come up front and have their pictures taken. He first invited 
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Mrs. KNOIES as president of Mothers of America to come up and get the 
first petition being Circulated by America First to give the soldiers 
a 'decent' mustering out bonus. Mrs. KNO'XES ia the mother of two sons 
in service. One was recently discharged because of 'broken health'. 
The other is still serving. There were not more than forty mothers in 
all in lir. ttePalma's shot. Smith told the audience if they knew any 
soldier who had been mustered out to invite him to their meetings, to 
sit on the platform and perhaps say a word or two. 

"The meeting had opened with the first and last verses of America and 
the Lord's Prayer; it now closed with the salute to the Flag. Smith 
cautioned us to keep our palms upward when extending the hand to the flag, 
because the photograph might otherwise be interpreted as a Nazi salute. 
Depalma also took a picture of Mrs, Smith, Jr., who had not heard from 
her soldier husband since October when he had sailed from New Orleans, 
He is in the engineers, whose duty it is to march ahead and remove land 
mines, booby traps, etc., according to his father. 




;ount 
Dictatorship' by ELTOlt RAYMOND \ SHAY?, published by the Shaw\Pub- 
lishing Company, Washington, D. C. Mr. ISHAW specks highly of America 
First, Liice SMITH, SHAW alleges the thirty indictments recently handed 
down against alleged seditionists were part of a campaign of political 
persecution against opponents of the N^w Deal, Of course, some of them 
are undoubtedly 'crackpot eeditionists' but others are merely patriotic 
Americans trying to save the country from totalitarianism. 
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"The meeting began at eight with the singing of the Star Spangled Bej\ner 
and the Lord's Prayer. Mr. SMITHS remarks for the evening were built 
around the seven 'dynamic 1 issues of the America First Party. 1, America 
must be put first in war and peace, 2. There must be no compromise with 
our national sovereignty. 3. Repeal bureaucratic fascism. 4. Fight New 
Deal Communism. 5. Less money for foreign countries and more for dis- 
charged soldiers* 6. No labor draft. 7. Restoration of the system of 
private enterprise. 

"Some- people asked, said Smith, what we mean by America First. Ho* would we 
know we had achieved victory. iJhen Smith strikes a theme he likes, he re- 
peats it for about three meetings straight or until he finds a new one. 
Vhen all the Roosevelts were retired to Hyde- Park, and ivlllkie was in 
Moscow, and Henry Wallace on a Chinese milk route/ America First principles 
would have won the victory. He again told his audience of the telegram he 
had sent to villkie, 'You deserted the Socialists as a young lawyer; you 
deserted the Democratic Party \ the British have given you a chill; Stalin 
slaps your face; Roosevelt doesn't like you; the prohibitionists have al- 
rea4y nominated their candidate; don't come smelling. around the America 
First Party.' 

"Smith said that it was popular among New Dealers to call all true patriots 
such as uteCormick of the Chicago Tribune, Kye, Hheeler, Reynolds, Hoffman 
and himself fascists. Anyone who believed in constitutional republican 
government, said Smith, was a fascist, according to the New Dealers. But 
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in thoir campaign of Sraeur, they themselves imitated the technique of 
Hitler* But the strength of the America First movement was making it-» 
self felt* Here Si£LTH agpin referred to RJ-.Y TUCKfU's column, stating 
th^t the fall election results -were largely attributable to Gerald L. K. 
Smith, He spid he did not take this as a personal compliment but as a 
tribute to his loyal followers. But it was true, nevertheless. America 
First had dictated the Mackinac conference. Even the New Dealers admitted 
th-t. Only a week or so ago they had won another victory. They had in- 
sisted that the Republican convention be held in Chicago, New York had 
offered *15O,O00.00 to get the convention in New York, but everyone knew 
what would h»ve happened there. New York was the csntcr of internationalists 
and the galleries again would be packed with Willkic's stooges, yelling,- 
'We want Willkie. 1 Chicago merely offered to pay expenses, no further 
guarantee was made, ^illkie, of course, pretended it didn't make any 
difference to him, but Smith wanted the meeting in Chicago, especially 
so since ev^ry delegate would read the Tribune ev^ry morning before 
breakfast. This too was a sign of coming victory for America First prin- 
ciples, 

"We did not, Smith said, want to enter any sort of super-dooper world state, 
although this was Roosevelt *s aim. He was campaigning for a fourth term 
so that he could resign to accept the Presidence of the V'orld. This was 
the puroose of Eleanor's many trips, campaigning for her husband. 

"Behind all these Uichiavellian schemes were the sinister hands of Frank- 
furter, Rosenmann and Hopkins. He repeated the accusation that HOFKINS 
had * ground the empty stomachs of the poor through the ballot box' in the 
middle thirties. He also referred to FRaI&FURTIB^s packing his 'little 
hot do- s' in various key positions. These men would do anything to win an 
election. Of course, fcoosevelt, Hopkins, Ickes, Frankfurter, et al, want 
a fourth t^rm; that is the only way they can keep out of the penitentiary, 
to stay in power. They even planned to steal the soldiers' votes. BOB 
TAFT wasn't against the soldiers' voting; everyone wants the soldier to 
have a vote, but the N-w Dealers want a ballot with only places to vote 
for national officers. There would be no names on the ballot, only a place 
to write in the name of the men the soldiers favored for office. Smith im- 
plied that such a ballot would not be a secret one, but would make the 
eoldier subject to reprisals from higher up if he did not vote * right ! « 

"He again referred to Senator Hugh *. Butler's report of expenditures in 
South America, Enough, said SmITO, to give every soldier being mustered 
out ^1000,00. Roosevelt doesn't care about the wounded veterans; hv vetoed 
the last bonus bill, and is niggardly with Civil *<ar and Spanish **ar ' 
veterans. If, however, Roosevelt would practice economy when it came to 
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expenditures on foreigners, Smith would consider economy in pensions 4 
But as long as they were spending six billions, h* insisted that it 
be spent on Americans. 

"Yes, the New Dealers would do anything to win an election. That is 
why the' President wanted Bill No. 666 passed. Smith again quoted from 
Revelations with respect to the mark of the beast. He said we did not 
v.ant the mark of the beast of bureaucratic fascism. But under this bill, 
Smith said, the N^w Dealers could take. 'your eighteen year old daughter 
and send her any place, • But the real purpose was to take up and coming 
young politicians opposed to the N^-j Deal and put them to work where they 
could not speak up against the fourth term. He himself expected to be 
put counting stock in Cheyenne, Vyoming, if the bill passed. The New 
Dealers could also move in enough Democrats from the South to the doubtful 
areas and enough negroes to swing the electi6n their way, and that was the 
primary purpose of the bill. * 

"But it was not going to pass. One of our campaign slogans would be, 
r V'in back the Republic.' Ve were going to restore private enterprise. 
I -'e were going to guarantee that a young farm boy could be president of the 
country or of a corporation without being 'kicked in the face' by the bureau- 
crats. That is why we favor a limitation of 25^6 on income taxes, and we 
were going to support a constitutional amendment to that effect. 

"For $10.00 a donor would receive 12 of the books, *And So — They Indicted 
Me*. For every dollar in donations below that sum, a person vould receive 
one book for each dollar. 



%- 



"After the collection, Smith introduced lire. JOSEPH RICHARD, the daughter 
of a Protestant minister, the wife of a chemical engineer who had spent 
many years in Soviet Russia, 

"Acknowledging the introduction, Mrs. RICHARD said she was something like 
ELEANOR; she had done a great deal of travelling and liked to talk. She 
had been in every country in Europe. It was foitunate for her family, she 
said, that her husband was the quiet type because to have two chatterboxes 
like herself in the same family would be too much. Although she haci done a 
great deal of travelling, she admitted she had never rubbed noses with a 
Maori Indian, 

"She said that she should be home with her family, but she had 'received a 
call T , and she felt that she must give her message to the American people. 
Others, who brought back information from Russia were aither propagandists 
or else saw only what Official Moscow permitted them to see. She herself 
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saw a great many things others were not permitted to see and she was 
going to tell the unvarnished truth because she did not want America 
to and in Communism, which is the wsy we are presently headed. 

"Russia, she said, has universal conscription, although they don't call 
it that. Every person in Russia must have a food card; if he does riot 
have one, he is not permitted to work. Everyone in Russia must work. 
The intellectual counter revolutionists are not permitted food cards, 
-and must get along as best they can. Some of them are not real counter 
revolutionists, but merely people who do riot believe in the principles 
of Stalinism, but who would be glad to work if given the opportunity ^ 

"Most of the people in Russia are opposed to Stalin, but they dare not 
oppose him because the militia constantly patrols the streets even in 
peace time. They have an insidious racket in Moscow on the government 
owned street railway system. If anyone gets on or off the street car 
while it is in motion, they are fined, and there is no other way to get 
on or off since the motorwoman cannot see if all the people are on or off 
and she merely counts ten quickly at each stop and then starts up again. 

"There is no private enterprise in Russia; all business and industry are 
run by the government. The Russians, she said, are not good mechanics, 
but they are good engineers. She stated that she could not help sympa- 
thising with the Russian people. They were crowded into small shacks 
four or five families in each, had to use communal kitchens, ate the 
worst food in the land because Stalin exported the best and kept the 
worst of Russian produce for the Russian people. Since their own currency 
was no good, they had to do this in order to import munitions and machinery, 

"She told of the wandering boys who run the streets and pile themselves " 
together to keep warm. She said her audience had doubtless heard about 
them, and she wished she could say that it was not true, but she had seen 
them herself in Kharkov. 

"She told of the difficulties one had in travelling in Russia. They had 
to wait sometimes for days for reservations, which was not necessary, since 
the trains were seldom filled, but they ran empty coaches just in case 
Soviet officials might wish to travel. Then again if one had made arrange- 
ments for travel with one official and came the next day for his reservation, 
that official might have died of f pneumonia » in the meantime. So many 
people took sick and died overnight from ^pneumonia* that it ceased to be 
funny. The truth was, she said, that one official would be envious of 
another and would do away with him in order to get his job, and the rubbing 
out process was known as 'pneumonia* • 

"She said that the Russian government sometimes threw a sop to the people 
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■Subject: Special meeting sponsored by the Veterans' Committee;, Gerald 
L. K. Smith and the >»merica First Party, auditorium of Detroit Krt In- 
stitute, February 26, 6:00 P. m*. Guest speaker: Dean E/<Smith 




"Present at the meeting were the president of Dr. Marion 1 8 Birmingham 
Bible Class, tir. and iirs. KN01XI5, Miss HEAL, Mr. and Mrs. DOmAN, 
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ii«g that he had a compass. Behind w as a 
large-mouthed Fr. Charles E«/6eughlin with a volume of the late Pope 
Pius XI 's encyclicals, t el long him he didn't need a compass that he had 
the directions. The cartoon -was obviously Klan-inapired propaganda of 
the early 30* s which preached that if an Episcopalian (next thing to 
Roman Catholic) were elected president, we would be governed by the Pope. 

"The general reaction to Salter Davenport *s article on f The iiysterioua 
Gerald L. K. Smith* was that while it was not entirely favorable, it would 
at least arouse curiosity and get the public in to learn the T truth f . 

"On stage were dr. and Mrs. &JTH, DE/JJ S*iITH, 1 ;ALU£E/6uBER and an 
unidentified man who advised me later that he had four sons in the service. 

"SiilTH began the evening with the assertion that he had a selfish in- 
terest in the guest speaker's topic since his son, GEFuLD, JR.. was now 
stationed in India *>out which the speaker knew so much, GfcHkLD, JR., he 
said was with the pack troops, the mules and Jackasses, which was about 
as far as a son of that terrible man, GERALD, SR., could expect to get, 
even though he had six years' military training and all his friends and 
classmates were officers. 

"The purpose of tonight's meeting was .to aid the returning soldiers. He 
repeated the story of Sergeant ifoloney, who had lost a hand an4_who--wa3~~'~~ 
discharged without instruction on hoi' to use the artificial one. It was 
our group, Mr. SiilTH advised us, that succeeded in having the soldiers* 
pay raised from 21 to 50 dollars per month even though he was advised by 
his senate friends that such a program might be construed as seditious and 
harmful to army morale. What we want, said dr. SaHTH, is ^1000 for each 
returning veteran, We are nor spending in South America on non-military 
boondoggling enough money to provide this sum. The object of the boon- 
doggling is to buy enough votes to get FDR elected president of the world. 
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"The President has no interest in the veterans of any war. He economizes 
only on the veterans. According to a VTYJ report, after FDR became 
president, he cut the Veterans Administration program so drastically 
that thousands of disabled veterans had to be released from hospitals, 
and hundreds, thousands 'maybe not thousands, but hundreds 1 of these 
veterans committed suicide. One of the veterans so treated was Captain 
EARL SOUTHARD, head of the Citizens of USA Committee of Chicago. 

"The veterans, said SialTH, are suing the Government for the benefits . 
denied tht^n, and to date h<"<ve not lost a casej they have not yet got 
down to SOUTHARD'S case as they are now only as far as the R's, 

"The New Dealers attempted to make criticism of the President, of HOPKINS, 
FRANKFURTER and ROSENmANN sedition so they could put FORD, LINDBEEGH, 
COUOTLIN and G31ALD SivJTH in Jail. This scheme, however, blew up in 
their faces last week. Congress is finally getting independent. RANKIN 
denounced WINCHELL on the floor of the house as the Presidents press 
agent and revealed WINCHELL* s real name- (and incidentally using such cul- 
tured terms as 'kike 1 )- S'kilTH doffed his figurative hat to CONNOLLY, 
who after BARKLEY's denunciation of the President's veto message, walked 
out with 'Make way for liberty.' 

"SicTTH said he had no particular admiration for BARK LEY, attributing 
'dear Alben's' outburst less to statesmanship than to the fact that. the 
Republicans won the fall election in Kentucky; but he was glad to hear 
that BARKLEY at last had his bellyful. 

"SMITH then discussed the Buffalo 'bureaucrats' who refused him the use 
of the municipal auditorium. He knev? they were bureaucrats because they 
had let EZ-RL/fitODER use the same auditorium. The matter was going to be 
taken to tKe state supreme court of New York and if necessary to the 
Federal Supreme Court. i,e wsre goin^ to find out if we still had the four 
freedoms here in America. The proceeds of the sale of the literature at 
the literature table was to go to press the suit. 

"S&3TH referred to the Davenport article and said that although they tried 
to belittle the movement, they had to admit that America First held the 
balance of power. 

"After the collection (at which premiums of Jones' f And So They Indicted 
iie* were again offered) SivJTH introduced the other SalTH,. DEAN E. 

"DE/JJ SidTH stated that he had spent much of his time with Standard Oil 
in Asia but that he had been in Europe several times and had seen HITLER 
twice. When he first saw Hitler, the Nazis had only 70 seats in the 
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Reichstag. Good Germans told Smith that they did not like the man* 
and Smith contended that if Germany had been left to herself she would 
hrve gpt rid of Hitler in short order. Instead, the British im- 
perialists backed Hitler as a buffer against Russia, and in 1933, when 
he again saw der Fuehrer, the Nazis had 450 seats and short ly after 
Hitler/installed himself as dictator. 

"D/SuilTH asked what was the purpose of this war. He then said that 
it was a var of imperialism. Britain had an empire to preserve; Japan » 
* anted an empire; Hitler wanted an empire; and ilussolini wanted an empire, 
All Americans wars in the past had been wars of principle, and the out- 
break of this war found us in an enviable position, but weak leadership 
wrecked the situation. If we hao gone to Russia (and the Russians are 
an understanding people, much like us and their government is a people's 
government, according to this J£r. SxITH), and said, 'All our wars have 
been wars of principle and have resulted in great moral victories; will 
you guarantee the independence of the little nations created after the 
last war?*, Russia, with her back to the wall, would have gladly said 
yes. The same applied to Britain and a guarantee of independence for 
India and other British colonial possessions. Nowhere in the British 
Empire had Smith ever found a semblance of democracy except in the 
dominions of Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. England, 
said Smith, does not hate Japan, because Japan is an empire* British 
officers are not permitted to say anything against the Japanese; they 
told Smith that if they did, they would be put in prison. S-TITH then 
built a fine syllogism proving that England is our natural enemy, 

1^ Republics mean liberty. 

2, Liberty means the death of empires, 

3, Empires want to live, 

4» Therefore empires loathe republics. 

"If we are ever to have a i.orld state, said DEAN 51£ITH, it must be com- 
posed of republics. 

"SMITH said thr.t America's present 'weak leadership 1 was playing into 
Britain's hands; that iiigland wanted us back in the Empire. He said that 
our present production was made in spite of the New Deal, not because of 
it; that he had talked to many industrialists, end they had verified 
this conclusion. S^CITH closed with an appeal for the election of strong 
leadership in the fall election. 

"Afterward there was ,i question and ^nsm^r period. DEAN SiJIH was asked 
the names of the four or five Englishmen who controlled the empire. He 
said he did not know their names. Ho was asked that since after the last 
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war, England had a iF.bor government, she- vould have a liberal govern- 
ment after this war. He said that the * labor* government of Ramsey 
ioacDONALD vas a sham; that he was the worst industrialist of the lot; 
that England would use any masquerade to obtain her ends. Mr. SUER u. 
QURAISHI then prose and said that he had 'two sentences* to say. He 
thanked G. L. K. Smith for the specie!, invitation to be present at the 
meeting. His second sentence was to say that he had n<=ver before heard 
such ideals and noble sentiments before, and prayed that Mr. SkTTH 
would continue his good work on behalf of the poor people of his native 
1-jid. DE^N Si^ITH was then asked about the famine in India. He said 
that it was caused not by lack of food, but as the British themselves ad- 
mitted, by sheer stupidity. 

He said that he sometimes 

spoke before school groups, but he didn't like to, because when he men- 
tioned America favorably, the students would stand up and cheer, and 
afterv;r.rds get in an argument with the teachers, who taught them different 
idealB than American." 
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The following information was obtained rromL,^—^^^— 
I, whose identity is knov/n to the Bureau. All of t he informSTon 
set forth hereinafter will be considered as having originated with this Infor- 
mant until otherwise stated. 

Informant advised that all during the month of December, 
1943, SiilTH had been quite active in furnishing information to Reverend LEUND 
* RION, of Pontiac, Michigan, relative to the trouble ii\RIDN was having at that 
time with the Local OP/. Offices in Pontiac, Michigan. S*JTH instructed ifcRIDN 
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In practically every move MARION made in ^connection with that parti cular 
matter* Informpjit advised further that in December, 1943, Si<JTH had received , 
a form letter from the office of the Attorney General of the United States 
requesting SfcllH to submit copies of his magazine, "The Cross and the Flag", 
for examinatioiyiy the Department of Justice. SrilTH communicated this informa- 
tion to HARVT^/sPRINGER at Denver, Colorado, and at that time Reverend SPRINGER 
stated that He also had been requested by the attorney General to submit a 
list of his publications, SMITH at that time advised SPRINGER to submit all 
of hie publications as supplementary publications. 

In the latter part of December, SiJTH began contacting 
various Congressmen and other prominent public officials with the idea in 
mind of securing a larger "mustering out pay" for soldiers discharged from 
active duty. Si£LTH at that time stated that he intended to circulate his 
America First Committee, and also intended to circulate petitions throughout 
the entire country; that in this way he could secure new names for his «merica \ 
First Committee without arousing suspicion* l^ k 

Along these same lines, Informant advised thati Senaton f 
SfcHTH had contacted Senator NYE in Washington, t>. C. with the idea in mind ofA*' 
either SMITH or some member of his America First Committee appearing before a ^4 
subcommittee in Washington to set forth the viewpoints of the America First p-j. 
Committee with regard to the intended "legislation for mustering out pay", r&r 

On January 3, 1944, Informant stated that SLIITH had been 
contacted by an unknown female at which time it was re-quested thc.t 100 copies 
of the book by EDWARD JONES entitled, "And So They Indicted ife" be forwarded to 
GEFtiJLD T/INROD at Wichita, Kansas. 

In January, 1944, it was ascertained that V/INROD had been 
requested by SiJITH to take a thousand copies of the new book. Although Informant 
was unable to advise b.s to the exact number of books T -JINR0D had ordered, it was 
ascertained that under date of January 16 S^HTH forwarded 250 copies of the 
JONES book to WINROD. 

LWanujr^WJi, it was ascertained from Informant that 
SaITH had contacted I m of the Ford ^otorComDanv^and at that 

S^IT H attempt eatosecur^f^Ssra on for hisfriend J^HHHB through 

This same Informant advised tha^the^^fcwho naaoeenconTacting 

SkTITH was apparently identical with the| |f founder of the wnerican yn(_^y 

Patriots group Tormerly existent in Greenwich, Connecticut, 

On January 23 it was ascertained through Informant that 
MNROD had ordered an additional 200 books and S^ITH at that time advised WINROD 
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that he had approximately 800 books set aside in reserve for WINROD. SklTH 
suggested to KINRQD that UINROD carry on an open debate with one of his out- 
standing opponents; however, V»TNR0D was not in entire accord with this idea. 

Informant advised thf-t under date of February 1, JOE 
KAMP, believed to be identical with the KAj*P connected with the Constitutional 
Educational League in New York City, had been in Detroit, Michigan, for several 
days and during the time of his visit in Detroit, he allegedly conducted an 
interview with SMITH > although the gist of the interview is not known. 

On February 7, 1944, an individual by the name of JOE, 
with the address 3 East 54th Street, New York City, contacted SMITH and at 
that time advised SfclTH that he was desirous of securing a t standard book of 
about 400 pages and that he wanted 10,000 to begin with. SMITH at this time 
advised Informant that he was going to have a conference with an individual 
ref erred to as "POWERS". It is quite possible that SMITH and "JOE" might have 
referred to the JONES book during the course of their conversation. 

Informant advised during this entire period of time that 
SMITH was conducting various meetings throughout the country and ttet it was 
his information that SMITH intended to continue his speaking engagements 
throughout the entire country. Informant was of the opinion that SMITH was 
sponsoring a great many meetings with the idea in mind of eventually putting 
forth the candidate of the America First Party for Presidency. 

It was ascertained that SM IT H had ordered 12,000 copies 
of his monthly magazine, "The Cross and the Flag", printed for the month of 
February. This same Informant advised that recently there appeared an article 
in the Colliers Magazine entitled, "The Mysterious Gerald Smith", said article 
having been written by VJALTES^DAVENFORT. The Informant advised that WALTER 
DAVENPORT, of the Editorial ftftff of the Colliers Weekly, had been in the 
vicinity of Detroit, Michigan, for some period of time, conducting interviews 
with the various people mentioned in his article and was taking photographs. 
Informant stated that SMITH was quite pleased with the v^ording of the article 
and stated on numerous occasions that he intended to purchase a great many 
copies of this particular article and use it for publicity purposes. 

There is being set forth hereafter the list of articles 
ordered by Subject SMITH for meetings in Cleveland and Pittsburgh. These data 
are being set forth to show the anticipated attendance by SMITH at these parti- 
cular meetings. 



1,200 Cross and Flag envelopes 
1,500 '-merlca First envelopes 
500 petitions 
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100 February magazines 

50 January magazines (Cross and Flag) 

50 JONES books 

For the meeting in Philadelphia on March 2, SWCTH 
ordered the following? 

1,000 America First envelopes 

600 Cross and Flag envelopes 

500 petitions 

100 February magazines (Cross and Flag) 

50 January magazines 

50 JONES books. , 

' " Informant stated that SuITH contemplated making a speaking 

tour at which time he intended to go to Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, Cleveland, 
Chicago, Philadelphia, and ending the trip in Washington, D. C, where he in- 
tended to conduct interviews with his various contacts in Washington, D. c » 
Informant stated further that SkilTH intended to return to Detroit on or, about 
£arch 6, at which time he actually did return to Detroit. 

c 

\ In connecti on 

SMITH sent a telegram to 
■ H at which time 

a^Tnebeilevue Stratford Hotel in 

On one -occasion when an unknown individual contacted the 
office of SillTH, the unknown party was advised by ii/_KY JANS HE/JJ, niece of 
S&ITH, that the Veterans Committee did not intend to have any social functions, 
but that it was purely a crusade organization trying to help the demobilized 
soldiers get a start in civilien life, receive a thousand dollars at the time 
of their discharge, and cut down on all the red tape that it now takes to get 
any help from the Government by a soldier. 

On inarch 6 it was ascertained through this/same Informant 
that GERALD SaLTH had received a telegram from HERBERT DILLMAjKSfcilTH, of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, in which telegram the Oklahoma SMITH suggested to GERALD SMITH 
that a suit be instituted by GERALD SKITH against the NBC Radio hookup for 
alleged libelous statements made by a radio commentator by the name of ST. JOHN, 
SMITH has advised this same Informant that the meeting scheduled for ksrch 25, 
1944, in St. Louis, Missouri was to be designated by SfalTH as a "rally" and 
that SillTH intended that this rally would lay the groundwork for a future 
election policy to be followed by the America First Party. 

Informant advised during the week of &rch 15, 1944, 
there had been several articles running in the Cleveland, Ohio, papers speak 

-33- 




'■•"*•*«?.»• '■-*;■ 



-:..t-*-*;"'**«s ,■■ . * ■ rp.-, >'::■ w t "**"-'. 



**l?*^™?v. J -"i'™j.' i*!CT."*; .->* ^ ^j| Hi < < */.*yn» - cii y tt wyy 



tf 







PA- 






!*r 






(De 62-1126) 



in rather derogatory terms about the activities of SMITH, the ^wnerica First 
Party, and the "Mothers" groups which have been very cooperative with the 
America First Party in the sponsoring of meetings, etc. 

s On March 14, 1944, SMITH in a discussion with a Reverend 

1 ALTSR^fiuSHALTER, of Baltimore, Maryland, advised HAUSHALTER that he, SLOTH, 

want ea to arrange a meeting with one VALTE5* y KlDDLE, of Maryland ; that RIDDLE 

was desirous of running for the Senate and wanted to seek the advice of SMITH. 

i 

Recently SUTH attended a meeting at the Central Uetho- 
dist Church, which meeting was addressed by MA^^^ERNER, whom the newspapers 
referred to as a "Liberal" and that after the speech given by LSRNER, SMITH 
had gone up to the stage and challenged LERN21 to a debate, at which time 
there was a great deal of booing and hissing by the crowd, who apparently 
favored LERHER. . *• 

On ^arch 16, SMiTHwasengaged in a conversation with une 
of Detroit, at whic^timeJB^^B^tated that he was a disabled 
World v-ar I veteran residing at B R Detroit. During the course 

of this conversation SMITH roentjSnea^osHHEv^that he was trying to organize 
a Veterans Committee in the America First Party and that SMITH was desirous of 
securing the aid of a veteran from this war who had been mustered out and who V/}C 
would be sympathetic to the SMITl^ause to serve on a coram^tee. SMITH at that 
time received a promise fromJ^^^Bto the effect that ■ would attempt to 
^^jtesucl^n individual. f| plater advised &HTH tha ^ie .had contacted a 
■ | at the Veterans Hospital in Detroit and that fl B had promised 

to get in touch with the Commander of Post 45 in an attempt Toxocate an in- 
dividual who would help SMITH. 
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The various Informants contacted during the course of 
investigation turned over to the Detroit Office miscellaneous literature pub- 
lished by SMITH relative to meetings, etc. This correspondence is being trans- 
mitted to the Bureau with its copies' of this report* 



it is being noted at this time that 
of the subscribers to Si^LTH s magazine, 



I n_ connection with the leads set forth in reference 

report of Special Agent ■ 

the Detroit Office does ^^B^^^is 

"The Cross and the Flag", The details of this report, however, set -forth the 

names t>f a few individuals in the St. Louis area who are alleged to be coopera- 

tiv^gith^ijTTH. The Detroit Office files contain no information relative to 

p who allegedly cooperated with McCULLOUGH, of the "Post 
Di sj5at ch " news pape r in St. Louis, 



y? 



Bureau, a dvised under 
cont 



EH£5flVm3fl»W*VH 





templating publishing a new 
^Undercover". Informant als 
was freq uently visited by 

■fcn a business capacity 
vust^e Publishing Company. 



whose identity is known to tnl 
,he_e ffect that he had recent ly 
Detroit, h'ichigan,^^J 
zation is operated by 
^^^^^^_^^*that Subject SmITH was a 
ffice. ^■^■naTTndicafctfd that SMITH is con- 
in answer to^JOHN RQ ^fitRLSON's book entitle d 
d that according to J Wf 

_^^^ who is presentT^connecteawSn^^ 
.0 was formerly connected with the Social 




Agent 



The following investigation was conducted by Sj 
it Port Huron, kichigant 



l £^ 
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ENCLOSURES: 



TO TH2 BUREAU: 



Miscellaneous literature. Copies of these enclosures 
include copies of the magazine entitled "Thl^ross and the Flag"* 



..* 



V 






fclD 



— PENDING — 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS : 

Letters have been previously sent to the be low- named 
offices requesting them to conduct appropriate investigation at the time of 
the SMITH meetings held in their respective territories. 

THE BALTIMORE FIELD DIVISION S 

At BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, vail conduct appropriate investi- 
gation at the time the SMITH meeting is held at Baltimore on April 13 and ad- 
vise the Bureau and Office of Origin in appropriate report fornu 



THE BUFFALO FIELD DIVISION: 



fil- 
ial 




At BUFFiXO, NET YORK , will conduct appropriate investiga- 
tion at the time of the SiilTH meeting in that city on March 31, 1944. 

THE ST. LOUIS FIELD DIVISION : 

At ST , LOUI S t _«J SS URI . will conduct similar investiga- 
tion at the time of the SwITH meeting in St. Louis on March 25. \ J^Vc*- 

Will ascertain whether 
was contacted by SMITH, or whether it was Mrs". DON/XD^ 
10 made the call. 

Will keep in touch with the developments of this movement 
in St. Louis and the individuals connected with it. 




Kill conduct an investigation regarding all of the in- 
dividuals mentioned in the St. Louis reports in this file and correlate the 
information in the individual files of the various Subjects, 

Kill determine from ONI just what investigation they are 
conducting in this case, especially as to any contact they may have had with 
the "Post Dispatch" reporter, mcCULLOUGHj and whether they are using him as an 
Informant, 



L 



THE ST. PAUL FIELD DIVISION : 

At MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, will conduct appropriate 
investigation at the time of the SMITH meeting in Minneapolis on March 22, 



it *<•»*«-'..■, ■** t'x.lt 
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THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION: 



At DETROIT t JJCHIG^N , will maintain contact with 
various Informants mentioned in the body of this report and keep the Bureau 
currently advised as to developments in this case. 






— PENDING — 



&■-*>, 



-49- 



fcu 



»? • V-**, atf '^f-MjJt.** 



,:+. -^ *.j_^,wi^t;*'^ ••^jt»t»* 



c 



•) 



(De 62-1126) 



ADMINISTRATIVE DETAIL 

For the information of those offices who have not 
previously been advised, it is being pointed. out at this tijne that %he Bureau 
has specifically advised that no copies of instant report are to be sent to 
any other Governmental Agency, including the Office of Naval Intelligence and 
the Military Intelligence Division. 



/!" ; // ; ;*j «3£ 




— PENDING — 
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ffrftrral Bureau of Ititif attgatfon 

Unltf d ttatrs Brpartmrnt of Jurtfr* 

Detroit, Michigan 
April 22, 1944 

ALL MFORifftTlSN CONTAINED 
HBO if j'^ASMD 
DATE- 



^v^jy^z^/^l 



Director, FBI 




icrow 

BUY 

mrn 
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Re: GSRAID L. KpSMITH, with aliases 
THE%ERICA FIRST PARTI 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTHR 
SEDITION 




Dear Sir: 




forth below information obtained 
whose identity is known to the 
ccumulated during the period 



bio 



from April 5, through April 20, 1944: 



\J~ Informant advised that SMITH had been in contact with 
GBORGtf/60KOLSKY, a New York consnentator, and that SMITH had 
been discussing with SOKOLSKY the possibilities of the Dewey 
candidacy for president and various other political matters.; 

Informant advised that SUITH apparently is continuing 
with his feud with the newspapers in Cleveland and that apparently 
there was some activity on the part of the farmers in Western Ohio 
rebelling against the OPA. SMITH expr eased great sympathy with these 
farmers. 

Informant advised that SMITH contemplated taking a trip 
to Washington, D. C, on or about April 12, and that he intended 
to be gone until after the 25th of April. SMITH has advised 
Informant on several occasions that he regards the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY as the cause of VCIXKIE's downfall in Wisconsin*. _ — —— V^" 



SMITH telephonically contacted Miss Y&ZM KELLUMS at 
We 3 t port, Connecticut, and at that time SMITH invited KEUtfMS 
to come to Detroit to address one of his meetings. SMITH more or 
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less sympathised with the difficulty KELLUMS had encountered 
relative to a letter she had written to an alleged German 
sympathifsr being read on the floor of the Senate. SMITH atated 
that he could underatand her feelings in the leatter and SMITH 
stated he knew of other instances where mail had been opened by 
governmental agencies. At the time of this contact, which was 
on April 6, KELLUMS stated that she had a "few acea up her ale eve 
and when I am able to testify, I may produce some things that will 
aatonish those little boys," KELLUMS at this time stated that she 
would not participate in any SMITH meetings. 




SMITH advised ^ 
Maryland, that in all pro 
he was in Washington, D. C. 

Informant advised that SMITH recently had printed numerous 
petitions, and that he had started to circulate these petitions with 
the thought in mind of having the AMERICA FIRST PJRTY placed on the 
official ballot for the next presidential election. SMITH has 
stated that he wanted to follow this procedure so that in the 
event he received a double cross from the Republicans he would 
have his own party to sponsor a candidate for the presidency. 

Very truly your a, 



^R 



R. A. OUHUN, SAC 
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Reference Is Bade to the evidence lie ted below which was transi 
to the Bureau by the St. Louis Field Division with a letter dated A] 
1944 • This letter was transmitted to the Laboratory "by the Seourity 
sion with a routing slip dated April U, 1944 for appropriate examination t 

Q3 An anonymous letter which was reportedly sent out by the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTI beginning "Dear Fellow Americant Ton mast *• 

It has been concluded that the typewriter used to prepare specimen Q3 
was not used to prepare specimens Ql and Q2 previously submitted in this 
case by the San Antonio Of floe with a letter dated June 26, 1943. Speci- 
mens Ql and Q2 oons lets of a two page letter written on the stationery of 
the Klngshighway Christian Church, Sherveport, Louisiana. Gerald L. £• 
Smith is shown as the minister in the letterhead. 







simen Q3 is being retained In the tiles of the laboratory. 
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SMITH held meeting at Aloatar Auditorium, 

Baltimore, on April 13, 1944. Approximately 

500 persona attended and Hrs. C. Otf^fcAlEKB 

and Vrt. CATHERINE V^fifeowil, 'botn'of Bational 

Blue Star Motors, spoke on program before ■<• 
. SMITH. BRIC^ARLT arranged for auditorium for^. ' J 

. Ij3 SMITH. SMftH indioated desire to hold huge WjMPBWTTaOaCnai ' 
i •■-* Bass meeting in looal park in near future **&««* CVT' "'i 

with Representative CLARE HDFKMA* of Mlohigaif * ^^ 2V , ,, , ^ 

as speaker. Also indioated Father COOGHLIM *"«*<») ^LJCOJJjL 



&K 






REFERENCE t 



will speak In Baltimore at public meeting* - ■■ ■ . y ** *j ft — fr&rht?' 

Considerable "Peace Bow" literature distri- **** 2&ZSJJZ£^L Ju 

buted at meeting. No incidents occurred. 
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January of 1944 carried information ^that GERALD L. E* 8HITH appeared in 
Baltimore to arrange a general meeting at which he would be the principal 
speaker. / 

* «■-■ * 

A meeting was held on April IS, 1944 at the Aloa&ar Auditorium 
in Baltimore, Maryland which was advertised with GERALD L. K* SMITH as the 
principal speaker* The tiekets which were distributed for admission to this 
meeting contained information that SMITH would speak on the following subjects t 

(1) "Bo Eleotion" Conspiracy 

(2) Bureaucratic Tyrants 

(3) Hew Deal Communists 

(4) Wlllkie Internationalists 

(5) Treason in Washington 

(6) "World Government 

(7) The Fourth-Term Plot 

(8) Fat Bureauorats and Hungry Veteran*. 

Admission was gained to the meeting $nr presentation of these 
tiokets which had been distributed prior to the meeting* At the meeting Mrs* 
C. 0. PARKS, Secretary of the Rational Blue Star Bothers, and Mrs . CATHERINE 
V* BROWN, President of the National Blue Star Mothers, appeared on the platform 
with Mr* SMITH and made brief remarks before the meeting* These were the only 
two persons on the platform besides Mr* and Mrs* GERALD L* %4 SMITH* The 
meeting was scheduled for 8t00 p.m. but SMITH did not arrive until approximately 
8fl6 and the meeting lasted until 10*45 p.m.* 

With regard to the point of. New Deal Communists, SMITH pointed 
out that Vice-President HENRY A. WALLACE was aoting in the capacity as an 
ambassador of JOSEPH STALIN, basing his opinion on the faot that when WALLACE 
appeared as guest speaker at the Russian War Relief Rally in New York City 
in November of 1943 he stated that if Soviet Russia continued to make as much 
progress in the next twenty years as it has in the past it will surpass ths 
United States industrially and politically* 
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SMITH also referred to the release of EARL BROWSER from the 
Federal Penitentiary, which ha terms •■at timely, in view of tha fourth-term 
campaign for President ROOSEVELT. SMITH than attacked tha Communist Party 
in tha United States and flayed than for their taotlos in the present politi- 
oal campaign* 

In regard to. Hew Deal Bureaucratic Tyrants, SMITH recalled 
the banquet given in honor of HARRY H0PKI1B shortly after hii marriage to 
a socially-prominent Botton woman by BERHARD BARUCH at the Hotel 
Carleton in Washington, which oost in excess of $4,000.00 and which amounted 
to more than $100.00 per plate. He indioated *>~* u~ oh^^gne Mil for 
this party wa» more than *2.«>o.oo ana souvenir bottles of perfume were given 
to each wnm»» fe ueet coitlng $40.00 each. At the tine of this party H^KINS 
had an article appearing in the current issue of the American Magazine in 
which he explained to the American people that because of tha war they would 
necesearily have to "tighten their belts" and live more conservatively. 

In addition SMITE mentioned that after rationing was insti- 
tuted by Secretary of Agriculture CLAUDE R, WICEARD, a newspaper man from 
Chicago visited HUCKARD's father at his farm and discovered that he had 
over 900 pounds of lard, 500 pounds of butter, and an enormous amount of fresh 
meat In a refrigerator. Upon being questioned by the reporter Mr. WICKARD, 
Senior admitted that his son, CLAUDE, had tipped him off regarding the insti- 
tution of the rationing program. Thereupon SMITH flayed WICKARD for the use 
of government knowledge and faota to satisfy his own desires. 

SMITH olaimed personal oredit for the defeat of WTLLKIB in 
the reoent Wisconsin primary and stated that WTLLJ3E had admitted that 
defeat for WILliJE was a victory for SMITH. He indioated that the difference 
between WILLEIE and ROOSEVELT was the difference between "tweedle-dee and 
tweedle-dum". 

Be severely oritl cited' WINSTON CHURCHILL'S suggesting that 
ROOSBVELT be re-elected for a fourth term. In oonneotion with Lend Lease, 
he quoted a portion of a speech delivered at the Mational Press Club in 
Washington, D. C. in whioh a representative of the British government in 
the United States to negotiate for lend lease shipments had suggested a 
permanent alliance between the United States and Great Britain whereby 
Congress would be held one year in London, the next year in pouth Africa 
and the succeeding year in Washington, D. C. In this oonneotion he showed 
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the proposed flag of the united nations of the world, which flag he dis- 
tinguished from the world flag of the allied nations in the present wo- Id 
confliot. He remarked that this was the flag which he had thrown on ths 
platform and which had brought severe criticism from WALTER WIICBEIA. 

In mentioning WINCHELL he criticised him severely for re- 
ceiving $6,000,00 per week for his broadcasts while he was serving on 
aotire status at a lieutenant commander in the United States Bar/* 

In oonneotion with the Treason oases about to be prooessed in 
Washington, he rtated that various factions had tried to align him with 
WILLIAM DUDl^WT PELLET, presently serving sentence for violation of the Sedition 
statutes* He stated that no prooess had ever been instituted against his 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation oould investigate him in Detroit, as 
well as for his actions in Baltimore and that no action had ever been taken 
against him* Be further stated that he considered it an insult to the in- 
telligence of the FBI to oonduot an investigation on himself • 

At no time during ths course of the speech did he oritioite 
money spent on the armed forces or for the supplying of the armed forces 
of the United States. However, he did oritioite the spending of $6,000,000,000 
In South America 3 stating that if such moneys were spent for a $1, 000,00 
bonus for each aoldier it would give this sum to six million men upon their 
return to civilian lii*e. 



•wife 






Be emphasised throughout his speech that America should corns 
first with Americans. Ho aaid that England came first with CHURCHILL and 
Russia came first with STALIH. 

In touching on ths ooming presidential eleotion # SKITH reiterated 
that no man was indispensable as president of the United States and that 
"if this country of 130,000,000 people has only one man, 62 years old, who can 
save it, then it Is all shot to hell anyhow and we might as well find it out 
in Hovember*" 

SMITH then suggested that the Christians of the .world units 
and if the Republican party would not nominate an eligible candidate the 
America First Party would select a nominee for president such as CHARLES A* 
LINDBERGH or BURTON K. WHEELER. 
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In concluding SMITH made it ©leer that although ha had been 
"crucified by bigots" and the "Communist vermin" ha was neither anti-Catholio, 
enti-Eegro, nor anti-Semitic, stating that merely because soma of the people 
he has attacked hays been a member of one of the aforenentioned groups was 
not indicative that he vat opposed to the group as a who la* 

He suggested that if the people desired a large mass meeting 
such a meeting would be held in one of the large auditoriums or the public 
parks in Baltimore with Represent* tiT* CTARE HUFFMAN of Miohigan and himself 
as speakers. Hs indioated that this meeting was Juat *n organisational meet- 
ing. At one point in the speech he also indioated that Father COUGHLIN would 
appear at a publio meeting in Baltimore in -che near future. 

During the course of the meeting he passed out envelopes for 
contributions to the America First Party. He also offered for ssle copies 
of the book by JOKES "And So They Indioted Ms*. Subscriptions to "The Cross 
and the Flag* were solicited and a copy of a resolution to Congress was 
distributed under the "National Blue Star Mothers of America* heading. 
Also at this meeting was distributed literature of the "Peace Row" Movement 
to the affect that the Movement desired that the President of the United 
States make all possible efforts once more to find eorae way to avoid the 
supreme tragedy of continuing this war to the bitter end. Also was distri- 
buted a leaflet by the "Peace Now" Movement urging Baltimore oitisens to 
write to their Senators and Congressmen to help win thc'aer by negotiation 
rather than by the killing of American boys. Special Agents 
ascertained that the "Peace How" Movement literature was distribute! 
C. WHARTON, Canton, Ohio, Vice-President of the Modern Minutemen of America , 

a,nd executive of the national Farm Council. When the offioia^ushers observed o7<> 
Mr. WHARTON distributing such literature Speoial AgentW ■advised that 

they requested him to leave and he left the audi torium^flrtnW balance of 
his literature. 

Also distributed at th# mooting to a few individuals was a 
copy of a speech in tha Congressional Reoord delivered by LOCIS T. McFADIEH 
of Pennsylvania whioh had been delivered on May 2, 1934. TMb speech was 
re-printed and dlatrlbuted by the Crusading Mothers of Pennsylvania and had 
the address of Mrs. JOHN BROWN, 106 Main Street, Colwyn, Pennsylvania at the 
bottom thereof. 

Copies of all of the above literature are being enclosed and 
sent to the Bureau. 
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There wore so inoidents at the meeting although one individual 
at the rear of the auditorium apparently did not agree with SMITH on some of 
the 1b suet* j 

advised that arrangements for the hall were Bade 




~^ Informnt continued V»t he had conducted a surrey Q.f Indi- 
viduals connected with the America First CoBtalttee who, he elleges,e'reas 
followBt i *--* .: .-* ■ - ' ■/ ■■'■'"' / ' \^_ 



r 



r 




y> 



ay 



Informant n»de availably a oopy of a resolution passed by the 
Houae of Delegates in the State of Maryland which is set forth as follows i 
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A House Resolution expressing the hope that Gerald !*• t. 
Smith, national direotor of the co-called "America First" 
Party, will imbibe some of the spirit or tolerance as 
praotioed in Maryland, during his visit to the State. 

Whereas, newspaper articles contain reports that Gerald L» 
X. Smith, national director of the so-called •America 
First" party, will establish a branch of this party, with 
nine key officers, in Maryland and will ©all a meeting 
in Baltimore on or about April 15thi and 

Whereas, the said Gerald L« K. Smith represents, by his own 
admissions, the Fascist, re-aotionary, anti-war and anti- 
United Nations element in our country; and 

Whereas, the said Gerald L. K. Snith and hi6 cohorts preaoh 
anti-Semitism and all kinds of undemocratic doctrines} and 

Whereas, the spirit of tolerance, as taught and praotioed 
in Maryland is well-know* throughout the entire oountry; 

and 

Whereas, the people of Maryland are almost unanimous in 
their opposition to the teachings and practices of the so- 
called "America First" party and here whole-heartedly 
supported all demands made on them in connection with w»r 
drives for the Red Cross, buying war bonds and production 
of supplies of war material; and. 

Whereas, from the time of the Calverts, Maryland has stood 
for religious liberty and the tolerance of riews of all 
shades of opinion; and 

Whereas, it may be possible that after the said Gerald L# 
£• Smith and his associates spend sufficient time in 
Maryland, they may feel impelled to reoant their present 
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views and undemocratic conduct; therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Delegates of Maryland, That w« 
hereby express tho hope that when Gerald L# K« Smith, 
national director of the so-called "America First" 
party, visits tha State of Ifeiryland that ha will be ao 
impressed with tha tolerance practiced here that he will 
reoant his professions of faith in Fascism and cease to 
be opposed to demooraey, aa practiced in these United 
States. 

Head and adopted* 



Speaker of the Bouse of Delegates* 



Chief Clerk of the Souse of Delegates." 

In reply to the above resolutions, the Baltimore Voraing Sun 
of April 7, 1944 indicated that SMITH had written to the Maryland House of 
Delegates that he believed they were the victims of Communist propaganda 
when they passed a resolution relative to his appearance in Baltimore. 
In this regard he invited eaoh delegate to his meeting and added that if 
they could point out that he had done or aaid anything to inapire bigotry 
or intolerance he would make this appearance in Baltimore his last visit to 
Maryland. As an alternate he suggested that a rabbi, a Cathollo priest, 
and a Protestant minister be invited to ait on the platform and if they 
found anything in the meeting to be un-Amerioan or bigoted he would let 
their firdinga be considered aa final* 



In 



Baltimore 
V. CLARK 
F. GOODHA 






connection with SMITH'S proposed trip to Baltimore the 

veral open forum letterswrittent^ttss CHARLOTTE 

, Mies lOWIttlCHjy |, and SYLVIA ^7*- 

LSVIHE Mma^afl W* * 



letters criticised SMITH'S propo 



of whioh 



In the Baltimore Sun of April 13, 1944 a group of Baltimoreans 
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addressed an open petition to the residents of the oity asking them *to insist 
that the promoters of the meeting announoe themselves*. The Sun Indicated 
that this petition was signed by the following individuals i 

(1) REV. HAR0O5jtfffiCWSiaTH (Sponsor- Russian War Relief) 

(2) FRANK CLARJ^ELLIS (Sponsor - Russian War Ralief) 
(5) I. DUWfAVHET (Corammist Party attorney) 

(4) SIDNEY 33LLAJIDER (Sponsor - Russian War Relief) 

(5) L.JJ^lSARROLL (Advisory Chairman - Russian War Relief) 



(6) PRO?. EV-« ^LANCASTER (Chairman - Baltirore Counoil 

American Soviet Friendship) 

(7) DR. J. T.JK CAMPER (Total War Employment Committee) 

(8) F.X. 1 TEMPLETON (Baltimore Afro -American) 

(9) JAME>HC£URY (Known Cocnunist, W.M.U. Port A^ent) 

(10) EMM8T WHITE (Sponsor - Russian War Relief). 




It was also reported by 
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ENCLOSURES i TO TEE BUREAU 

(1) Two envelope! for oontributioni to the Anerloa 
Firtt Party, 

(2) Two envelope* of tubsoription to "The Croee and 
tha Flag*, 

(3) Two oopiee of leaflet "Peaoo Howl How to Get It", 

(4) One oopy of leaflet "The Feme* Now Movement", 

(5) One oopy of Resolution to Congreee by the "national 
Blue Star Kothers of America", 

(6) Radio Addreea by LOUIS T. MoFADDEN* 



- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN • 
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On 4-3-4^ at the Franklin Auditorium, 
Cleveland, Ohio, (XRALD L. K. S1GTH ■ ■*." 

addressed approximately 1,000 persons* 
The major portion of SIXTH'S remarks 
were directed against alleged "smear 
attacks" against United Mothers of America, 
Cleveland, Ohio. S)1TH announced a raid- 
west ralley of the wnerica First Party at 
Cleveland, Ohio in the month of May* * 
SLTTH'S remarks follov/ed usual anti- 
Semitic, anti-New Deal, anti-British vein, 

- HDC - 

Bureau file 62-43818. . 

Letter from Detroit dated Uarch 24, 1944. 

At 8:00 p.m. on April 3, 19/>4, (E3AID L.K. 
.3LHXH, National Director, of the America First 
Party addressed an audience -of "approximately 
one thousand persons at the Franklin Auditorium, 
Franklin Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. To gain ad- 
mission to the Hall it was necessary to pres- 
ent a card of admission. On the platform in 
addition to SMITH was Mrs* DAVId/sTANLSY, 
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^resident- of themJnlted Uothersdof America, 
V^L^^/l^leveland, Ohio akd Urs. PHILIKMONHBAL, 
\XX~* ocs * vice president or. this organization. ;The ;:,..■ 
meeting was held under the auspices of the 2-i 
United Mothers of America, Cleveland, Ohio 
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about whom an expose consisting of a series of articles has 'recently _ 
appeared in the Cleveland Press. The United Mothers of America are * \ 
strong supporters of SMITH and his principles. - . 

":'" ; .' -■■ ' ' : "."* .:■■:■ ,V"\^/ ■ ' — 

SklTH opened the meeting by launching his attack upon the 
Cleveland Press for publishing the above-mentioned articles, charging 
the editorial staff as being "character assassins". SMITH stated that 
the attack on the United Kothers of America was actually a part of a 
"smear campaign" levelled against the candidacy of MARTIN L. SWEENEY 
for governor of Ohio, inasmuch as SWEENEY is the America First candidate. 
SMITH limited the larger portion of his talk to the local situation de- 
fending the United Kothers of America and aiming a tirade against the 
Cleveland Press and Communistic groups in Cleveland who are "persecuting* 
this group. ' - ' 

Mrs. DAVID STANLEY, President of the United Mothers read the 
following letter which is being forwarded to Congress and otherwise 
distributed in answer to the attack that appeared in the Cleveland Press; 
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"C ir £ COUNTRY ONE GOD ONE FLAG 

UNITED MOTHERS OF flffi?JCA 
Room 348> The Arcade 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Main 3952 



TO ALL AMERICANS: 

The United Mothers of America is a group of Cleveland Christian 
women who came together about June, 1939 to disucss the alarming situation 
which began to develop in this country, in the direction of our involve- 
ment in another World War. 

The complete futility of the first World War to prevent all 
future wars, made us see the inefficiency of wars to produce permanent peace, 

When the administration stood for the prevention of our involve- 
ment in the war we upheld it, but at the same time we were conscious of 
forces that were pushing us into the war. 

We organized as a group with the object (Article II of our Con- 
stitution) "to preserve our National Constitution and American form of 
government and to defend it when-ever and where-ever exposed to attack 
from within our borders," Since the time of our organizing, that which 
we have tried to prevent has been precipitated upon us, and our sons are 
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fighting In foreign lands, , ; .,, "..' 

The enemy within has grown strong and powerful and we at our 
position have been the object of attack because those ideals for which we 
stand, our Constitution and the American form of government, are not in 
keeping with the new fashions of the Internationalists, 

The Cleveland Press has permitted itself to be used by the enemy 
and has accused us of using "Nazi-inspired propaganda to divide and conquer 
us on the home front". 

The truth is just the opposite. We have always believed in and 
stood for our Constitution and our form of government. This form of govern- 
ment upholds the two party system, giving expression to different ways in 
action, but both parties adhering to the principals of the Constitution, 
thereby removing all danger of a totalitarian form of government. 

The enemy on the contrary is out for political unity on the home 
front, which is totalitarianism, and World Federal Government, which is not 
mentioned in our Constitution, and seems to us to be treasonable. 

If the people of the country are smeared with the names of our 
war enemies, because they believe in America First and uphold the Con- 
stitution, is it not time that something be done about the "smearers" who 
are creating hatred by the use of vile names and who are trying to under- 
mine our form of government while our boys are away fighting for our America? 

The Cleveland Press calls us Fascist-minded, We note that many 
of our best Congressmen are called Fascist-minded j also we have seen the 
President of the United States so named. 

Would you please tell us what Fascism is? 

We see the dangar of this Anti-American propaganda of many - 

of the newspapers, columnists and radio broadcasters of our country* ■ 
We do not doubt that the good solid citizens of the United States are 
loyal to the Constitution and the American form of government.. • 

Must these tricks of the enemy run to the point of Civil War 
before they are stopped? .'...'- '.■'■.-■"* 

We ask the Congress to find the way and adopt the means for 
prevention of another Spain here. 



UHS. PHILIP IO T HEAL 
Vice President 



OS. DAVID ST.':?HZY 
President " 
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SMITH levelled his typical attack upon WALTER WINCHELL and 
supported Congressman MARTIN DIES in his controversies with WINCHEIX. 

SMITH announced that the adherence of the America First Party 
of Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Western New York, and fte stern Pennsylvania 
would conduct a rally et Public L'uaic Hall, Cleveland, Ohio on an avail- 
able date in l?ay. 

SMITH charged RABBI HARNETT R. BRICKHER with making statements 
that would be termed seditious if he, SMITH, had made them, SMITH des- 
cribed the book ^Undercover" as a "masterpiece of deceit, chicanery, and 
character assassination" and attacked everything but the Communist Party, 

SMITH predicted to the assemblage that WENDELL YJILKD5 would be 
defeated in Wisconsin and stated that the reasons for the defeat were 

(1) the work of GERALD L. K. SLCCTH and his followers in Wisconsin, and 

(2) the fact that YiTLKIE had publicly repudiated the America First move- 
ment. The usual collections were taken up at this meeting and SMITH 
brought the meeting to a close with the pledging of allegiance to the 
national flag. 
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SY N OPS IS Or FACTS: 



REfl?KKNCKj 
DETAUSi 



The America First Party held Meeting In Saint Louis, 
Mo«, under leadership of DON LOHBBCK. Attendance 
approximately 125* The sain speakers were J GROVB* 
C. BOTLH*, Saint Louis , Mo*, former anti-Semitic speaker 
for German-American Bund, and WILLIAM D. MONTOOMfflT. 
Will hold meeting May 9, 1944, harlng DEE3© SMITH as 
speaker and toward end of May they plan to hare GERALD 
L. K. SMITH and Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS at big meeting 
in Municipal Auditorium* LOHBBCK has filed in 
Republican candidacy primaries for Congressman* 



- THT ■ | ssaMsn^Tf rTTT^"^ 

Bureau File Ho. 62^43318, ^ > ^ 

I* AMERICA FIRST PARTY MEETIHQ IW SAINT LOTTI S APRIL IS, 1944 , 

In the week prior to April IS, 1944, handbills of the America 
first Party were distributed advertising a meeting at the 
Third Order Hall, 3200 Meramec Street, Saint Louis, Missouri, 
on April 18, 1944* The subject wa* advertised as "Communism 
— The Party of Destruction** • 
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Very little newspaper publicity mi given to this netting mod, 
in fact, the only newspaper article appeared in the morning newspaper, the 
Olobe-Democrat* This newspaper article explains that the principal speaker,? 
vehemently refused to answer questions f rem the audience and would not 
Identify himself to newsmen. GROTBR C. BOTES* accused radio advertisers of 
sponsoring programs designed only to confuse the public on matters of public 
interest, but sought protection from DON LOHHBCK, Chairman of the Saint Louis 
organ! tat ion, when members of the audience sought elaboration of the speaker's 
statement* LOHBBCK excused the speaker *s reluctance to submit to questioning 
with the explanation that the hall had been leased "only on the promise 
there would be no questioning and no smoking a 11 LCHU3CK described the meeting 
as the first of three gatherings called to "show how the Communists, British 
Imperialists and New Dealers are guiding the United States Into postwar 
internet ionalisft." ■ * 

It is to be noted that GROTTO CBUTIER le known tojfels office 
as haying spoken before the^^iends of Hew Germany, and the76£rjm»-4merAcan 
Bund in Saint Louis on many occasions TTI'sT theme at this time was also 
anti-Semitic ism, and he became so outspoken in these remarks that even the 
Bund members did not care to listen to him any more. He le presently 
employed by the Amertorp Corporation in Saint Louis as a Civil Service 
Accountant, and he is very well known at his place of employment as being 
extremely anti-Semitic. The following items were distributed at the meetings 

•i 
\.. 1* An envelope for subscribing to the "Cross and Flag". 

2. A handbill setting out America First principles* 

3* The Cross and Flag mag&sine. 

4* A questionnaire asking preference of a Presidential 

candidate within the two old parties, and the preference 
"if both old parties betray us and choose an Internationalist, 
and if it becomes necessary for us to call an Independent con- 
vention and nominate a candidate for President"* 
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This material Is being retained in the Saint Louis file on this case* 

II. IQSCBLIAHECXB. * "."', .*-i -''.,.._. 

The list of those filing for State and National offices in the 
Primary Elections were set out in the daily papers and it is shown that 
DON WKBECK of Saint Louis is running for nomination as representative in 
Congress from the Twelf th District • He is opposed by OTIS GaraOTOST, 
Vaplewood, and WALTER CSff/XSYR, Saint Louis (incumbent). 
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synopsis of facts: GERALD L. K. SX.TE spent karch 24 to 27, 1944 in St. Louis, 

kissouri. Held America First rally on iiarch 25, 1944; att endance . 
U ^iiSHj and a scalier meeting on karch 2b, 1944; attendance, about 

Ty^T Indicati >ns are that attendance was disappointing . \ Other 
speakers, ars* iMi^ST URhDj&IS, CI1 j .HL-S ^DE&K, American Legion, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Heverend L^LAND L- 2-^iiION, Pontaac, 
Michigan. SfclTH spoke on his usual theme as did the others; anti- 
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^ ROOSiViiLT, ai .ti-British, and anti-Communist. He was given _, 

authority at rally to call convention of Aii^jRICA FIoST PAriTY to 
nominate pre per man, such as C/^KLiS a. LiND3j£GH, for president, 
should Hepu- ,>lican Party nominate ".<I1LKI2 or someone LUe him. 
Two men, fii ElUaw(?) and PICXiT* (?) bring SaIITH word^th"- "Me 
unidentified individual will accept J > .P«P. , & nomination fur 
president and encourage SallTH to call immediate convention, 
nominate candidates and serve ultimatum on Republican Part;;, 
SwITli is :«eceptive to idea. Others attending rally are B^iTRICi 
U. IuiO;*Iu*S and CLYH* iiOruiD. of Detroit, Michigan; Mrs. CATHJHIi..i 
Bfc^rtiv anc other Blue Star Mothers of Pennsylvania, and i*r. and 
iirs. C. :afc2>Lj*i.T, Wayne, Pennsylvania. LMB3GX and KO.iST^HS are 
still STCTH's chief workers in St. Louis. Information received j 
that Pinserton Detective Agency has been hired by some national A 
organization to gather information on S.ZTH so that he may be ' 
~ r ^ discredited. 
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DSTiiiLs: at saint lopis, , Missouri 

AS eoon as it was publicly known in St. Louie that QSBAW L. K. 
Si-ilTH was going to hold a rally of the AiiiLRIC.** FIRST PaETX at 
the Municipal Auditorium in St. Louis on March 25, 1944 there 
were protests from various groups* The Americanization Cftuadctee 
of the Veterans of Foreign Vwrs and American Legion protested in 
the newspapers and also were given the opportunity of bringing 
their case before the Board of Directors of the liunicipal Audi- 
torium in order to show -why Si*HTK should not speak. The Communist 
Party nas strongly represented at this meeting at which the Board 
decided that StflTH could use the municipal facilities. KCD ,iJG 
of the V.F.W. continued to actively protest against the meeting, 
however the American Legion decided to stand by and see what 
1 SMITH had to say end were not too enthusiastic over the Communist 
Party's very active protests in the form of handbills, etc.. 
against the &£ITH meeting. The j^-nerican Lsgion also decided not 
to participate in picketing tne meeting as was done by FR5D jJ-ilG 
of the V.F.V. and the Communist Party. . 

advised that Box Number 996 at the main Post Office 

was obtainea on wren J, 1944 in the name of TriZ kLJUGk FIBST FAETV rr.d 
DON/iX)HB£CK» Tne use for the box was shown as "political information". 
References were G^HhLD L. K. SitilTH, 1753 Se/oune, Detroit, iiichigan, and 
J./4cO£ST£RS, 4713 Virginia, &t. Louis, iiissouri. ■ 
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iies or holding a convention in St. iiouis in 
were told that no dates wer/r available until December. 

desiring to set a date for' their convention they also wanted to have 100 
rooms blocked out at the Jefferson Hotel for their Jul ihlC*. FIRST P.iETZ 
Rally on March 25, 1944- They -were told that it was impossible to block 
out that number of rooms ana they could only be obtained should they want 
to register people for the inciviuual rooms. 

J en gaged in a -discussion with these man about S.iITLi 
and he tola uiemH;ha~t he could not see what they as sensible people *ould 
want to get themselves involved with &IITK because he is continually tearing 
down and hi* against everything and in no way is presenting any constructive 
program. LOHBBCK claimed that they had oeen treated unfairly by the **meican 
Legion and the V.F.Vi, and proceeded to try to impress him as to what a 
great man SMITH is. L0c\ 

advised that SOTK and LOHBiiiCK expected to have an 
of their followers, not including curiosity smokers. 
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ixbout 500 tickets had been left at the Municipal Auditorium so that people 
who wanted admittance could obtain them by furnishing their names, however, 
only about five or six people si^ied for these tickets. It was expected 
that there would be about 100 Legionnaires there wearing their cap* who 
wouIjc" come chiefly from South St. Louis a no" the County, howevar, this did 
not materialise. 

^| P advised that LOHB^CK had sent letters to commanders of all 
tne legion poste an he was also using the telephone technique in calling 
up many people in order to propagandize the meeting. Letters wer3 also 
sent by IOHBiCK to all of the radio stations in St. Louis asking that the 
meeting be publicised but they received not a single reply from any of the 
stations. About thirty of the old i»mej^aFirst workers are reported to 
be active in TH^ ivL&lC* FIRST P^RTT. HB* dvised that '.»TT,iJ Jd D. HQNT- 
GQ&-RY had appeared at t post commanders meeting a few CAys prior to the 
SMITH meeting and had defended SklTK and shown the Legionnaires how really 
the most active protester was the Communist Party with whom the Legion 
should not become involved. 
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advised that DON LOHftXK held a reception for 

Mr., and kre. SidlTH at the DeSoto Hotel on the evening 0/ February 24, 
19^4 anu aiaon^ others present v.- ere bar. an<" Hrs .* JQ$±PtyfiiO. ^ST^RS and DON 
L0H3aJCK f s parents. 
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Special iigent J ^advised that he attended the SMITH 

meeting on March 25, 194i^^v5eKunieipal .auditorium and out si e pamphlet* 
were. being distributed by FRCIyiiiilCr and several members of the V-FV;:, and 
tne jfcommunist JParty was very Zetive in distributing material. These pam- 
phlets described SMITH as a Fascist anc 5 a menace to the war effort and 
•SaG's pamphlet showed a picture of HITLER with the heading, "HITLER 
Salutes His American Mouthpiece, G-Jt.LD L. K. SSOTH, and hia followers — 
Saboteurs of ^-serican Morale". There were thirty polico officers guarding 
the meeting, however, there- were no instances of ph/sical violence. SjaITH 

was escorted from the hotel to the meeting hall by a police escort_»hiek 

had bean requested by DON LOHBiCK. "~ , 

jfcaw,rffIff-aT 
the Blue 
came out, 
ide a short taik, complimenting the audience on th«*ir appearance and 
describing the meeting as one of tt real importance". StflTH then referred ^ 
to each person who was sitting on the platform and ^had them stand up. 
He b^gan his usual tirade against New Dealism and referred to the wire- 
whiskered dirty-becked Communist and misguided V.F.Y*., one FKSD ^£10, 
for attempting to deprive the thinking and substantial people from 
assembling in thv Wunicipal auditorium. There was an invocation by fieyexend 
L£I~ND hi ikRION who r^ferr^. to SMITH as "that great crusader".. 
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CH*»RUaS i£>I>D£}J, former post commander of the *aexican Legion, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, spoke of >thc evil forces at our gates, namely, 
New Dualism and Communism and also recited from memory the Declaration 
of Independence* 

i*Irs. JSKiaST LDliDi£3C was introduced by SitlTK as a gracious 
handsome dignified type of womanhood who could conduct herself splendidly 
in the White House as a First Lady. She told, of having a son, a liout jnant 
in the United States -*rmy, and a daughter attending the University Ox 
Minnesota. She spoke of the vilification of the character of public 
figures and the scandalous lies yrtiich she attributed to a dirty press 
and V «J/EK 17IKCH2LL. She praised LIKDB:flGH high!;:, saving he is the 
logical candidate for president and gave a background of his father, 
CH-iRLo3 LEvD3.jSGH, SR., describing hiia as a congressman of the fearless 
type from Minnesota, She claimed that all the sound principles of govern- 
ment were imbued in his son. She claimed that ";INCH]2LL*S remarks against 
her husband, characterizing him as disloyal, are without foundation and 
she would be pleased to suet VOX.. P^_,fiSGN and HIKCRJiLL on any rostrum for 
the purpose of having them take back their lies. 

&3TK th^n gave his main speech and "A^ f 'Hl advised that ' h?<^ 
the wholw speech was built on tnv same material which is set out in the 
February issuo of The Cross and The Flag, except that it was spic-c up 
with sarcastic words and illustrations. SKITl-I contended taat KeW Dualism 
is connected with Communism. He criticized post war planning on the basis 
that nothing was being done for disabled war veterans,. He was continually 
criticizing and making remarks against tno President and in the same vein. 
constantly referred to lffijJTDELL i»ILLKI^. 

SMITH called on the audience to give him authority to call a 
convention so that the proper type of person could be nominated for 
president, should m'MQuLL »>IUJCI£ or someone of his type be nominated 
by the Republican Party. He obtained this authority by saying "If you 
like that, give that a hand" and the audience did give their approval. 

SiaTH made sarcastic remarks of Mrs. ROOSEVELT'S physical 
appearance, referred to ILKiv*.rfD RiRUCH as a representative of tne "palace 
guard". He attacked the president on the basis that his sons were not 
conscripted such as wore the sons of the audience but were ferreted t at 
and given commissions. SMITH then obtained contribution from the audience 
*by distributing envelopes, and also cards for subscriptions to his magazifio. 
The audience was reminded that there would be a meeting the next day in 
Assembly Hall #2 at the Municipal auditorium whicl- would be intensely 
interesting and that admission cards could be obtained on leaving the 
meeting. The meeting ended by singing "My Co^^rv »Tis Of Theo", a pledgo 
to the flag, and the Lord's Prayer. ; A gent^H|^ae scribed the audience as h^*^ 

an enthused group of good middle class people but that there was no wild 
demonstration. 
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From various sources It was ascertained that various Communist 
groups were sitting throughout tha hall and mildly hocklcd SKITS through- 
out the meeting, however, there "were no disturbances. It was also reported 
that a good number of the audience were of German background. Tne official 
attendance was 2,189. 

It is to be noted that although KaRLf SOUTHARD, past ^oaajander 
%f the V.F.~\. t Chicago, Illinois, did not spy/a& at this meeting, although 
he was scheduled to speak. 




advised that iars. LOH.-a^CK thought that the audience 

would be larger tnan IT was but *irs. SMITH told her that a number of peoplv- 
undoubtedly stayed away because of "intimidation" and the "Gestapo*. *iT6. 
i>UNDluiIN thought tnat some people may have been afraid to come because they 
feared the place may be bombed and she imagined tnat a number werJ afraid 
to come because of their draft classifications, f oaring that if they word 
seen at tne meeting their Selective Service Boards wou^^^ advised and 
they would have their classifies tions changed to 1-^. ^^Badvis^d that 
thu coilections made at the meeting were probably not enough to pay for 
it, however, SiHTB himself claimed to be very well satisfied vdth the 
audience and the meeting in general. 
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It was determined at the Saturday night acting that consi r -rstle 
effort was made by SIHTH's workers to distribute admission tickets for the 
Sunday meeting and a v^ry large number of these tickets were given out. 
Ho^over, the audience at the Sunt ay afternoon meeting was estimated at 
between 150 to 250. The figure probably being most correct, about 175. 
S&ITH at this Sunday afternoon meeting spoke along th^ same lines as he 
always has anc claimed that the ;>uk.rica First movement is gaining strength 
all the time anr that certain Republican forces have b^n trying to jet 
the leading Republican candidates for president to repudiate S&ITH and 
his Party. Si>iITH also told his audience that their convention, if 
necessary, would probably be held in St. Louis. -»t this meeting !4r». 
LUNDISN asserted tnat M foroign-minded :f persons are advocating an iaiep-*- 
nationalism that will ruin the United States after the war* She said, 
"..fter victory is achieved, let us bring back our boys and not leave 
them to police a Europe that has had 541 wars since the United States 
mas founded". 



A election of a president from "west of fctw Hlssissippi Hivor 

and not a stooge for eastern internctJlonal bankers" mas urged by £|UEL*sL 
Jk/*LD?i^. of Pittsburgh, hoed of the/»Pefenders^_0^^iLi§Ji^ 
^ &Y s*id, "This war is being fought for a world government and for no other 




SiaTK £t the Sunday meeting said tnat if an uiuJUft. flitST Con- 
v*»tion should be h^ld, it probe bly would be told 1* St. Louis and it 
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jSv^* would "do noil to nominate "someono like CK.Ru^S \i .' LINDBERGH* ' $Qt pirist* :.:£$:. '/y. 
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advised that persons were at tho Saturday night 
meeting from Kimmswick, Missouri; Alton* Illinois ; Chesterfield, Missouri; 
O'Fallon, Missouri; L^may, Hissouri , and Roche 
l^ono by tho name of 
^_^____ * iifcsufood, Ohio, 
"E^-c some mention that he might not rant/to writ 




Gerufinl /ilso i 
Detroit, also 
attendance was 
RjSRJiiN which is m 
Detroit, da tod ifcr 
individual r.-o till 




possible thaj there was som^o 

probably not 0/ St. Louis, 

the meeting and helped XOIS'IjBS 




Borne people by the name o; 
(phonetic) of Greenville, 
iw*H of "\ashington, X)-. C, 
on 3d in the report of Specia 
27, 1944. TTiis may also b* 
be subsequently designated fe 




It is also 

name or j&SQK .4 : '\, 
St. Louis wor^ at •:■> 
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^^advised that SMITH claimed to be in St. Louis to ^7,/ 
anc. the New Deal and to measure the temperament of tho,, 
people in this area; fie was encouraged by the trend in the Republican 
Party and felt that his people nad whipped KUIJCKi SKTTH claims that 
he is a nationalist and not an isolationist ♦ H« feels that there will 
always be wars 2u:d in order for a government or state to uphold j-tsull 
it will have to bo a strong sovereign Btate. He claimed that as far -'' - 
back as 1937 he advocated a stronger national defense and one year of 
military service for young men so that they would De bett^^f^ted to 
defernl tne country if necessary. StIITH, according to| Ifaoli 

that if ho wanted to he could make more money in thu commercial field 
than he is making in his present work but that there are no frontiers 
left in the physical realm and that there *ork is frontier Vrork in t4b 
mental realm. He felt that it vill be nvcessary to build a Congress, 
-out of tho soil, m^-ning that the men who ere presently established ars 
l>ot tho ones from whom th~ir movement can g~t support but that they will 
Have to 'ta.ro individuals who are In the movement itself and build them 
»p to a plpce of position and build the government from these men. . ' 
SOTH contended th?.t the Ji-jEKXi FIUST P. 4 RTT is KX$ for the full prose** 
^ution of the war to a complete victory and that the «*mwrica Firstert 
re supporting bond purchases, b^ood banks, etc, /- ■ $.-, ■,:-.■ -»; ."..-■ 

■'..'.. ;: - "' ' :. '■ ■ : ..Jv" :; "" l .". i J -'■'?■* ; ^>. '-■'■' • "'. ■''.'•■ 

advised t iat Mrs. a^ITH *aa present during a jcoo- .\^; 

orsation" when mention is ma do of K..X ST*P&J?S ^ho was sentocced for. 1 

-r^soa for his part in assisting an escaped war prisoner ill Detroit. ■ ■ 

J*T9* SiOTH referred to bin as "Tae poor littlo guy in D^troii^ who aided „ 

AaiJlST ^prisoner*. ■_■';■ .„.'■■• ■ ■ ,', ■■'■<-■■■ ', ■ ^.->. -:^>: •';-:'.";..■-■*■. '' 



whp h-vs in the past b^en ^xt^^ely reliable advised that 
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iir*# >~HN3ST Unra^i2i related an experience of hers on tao train coming 
to 5t t Louis where she met the rtife of soae soldier and a number of .-• " 
soldiers , . This soldier 1 a wife told her how her husband wss not, getting 
enougn food to eat at ^amp Robinson, that the food vias bad and if it had 
not been for her sending him iood ho -would have starved. This wife also 
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in agreement with her. 
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seas, Mrs. L"JND.u^N sympathized with n^r and w.s 

iirs. LUNfkiiK accused l-i.,LT.u& Vsli-ICH^LL of misquoting her in sayiag that 
she denied that she had ever worked for the Juaorica First Committee and 
is now goind around giving tp.lks for SMITH and THL, JttJRia. FIRST rV,RTT. 
She denied that she was not for the f *.F t C. and said 'that she did ~ver/- 
^ thing she possibly canMJjeh^^tho scenes for the .,.F.C. Mrs. iDNDJ ^? 
made some mention of J Wf -whose identity was not knoY ; n*"by 

fbelievesfqnaw5s\ LUNES2N is not particularly politico 
iute nor Is she aware of various political movements in Minneapolis 
and her home state of Minnesota ; She was not a\vareo^var^usconvictions 
of Trotskyites in Minneapolis. Mrs. LUND"^ tpl<J| fchat her 

expenses to St. Louis were being paid by G«EL»LD L^T^SrZfi^^Zi s . .UJKOuH 
sal£ that she wns acquainted with former Senator C .PJH'ilR, a man of aboiai 




hup 



*■ r 










1 *»^ »!»A w-.n'i *!-»«■• < «"» PI /••i4aM 







^3S 



>-: 





w*P ^advised that SlaTTH is apparently trying to impress 

IX)i^XI^L0hd5cTT!Ta^neis the type of individual upon which the government 
must wkld a nc has trijd to impress L0H3_iCK with his own (LOrfECCK's) 

* — _n.Jx „_ _~ H BS/i — __ _ J 4-_-x. on -mitt »t ■* in Atir r.-Mvi-- a;.,. t> i. f\^ J. ^.V 

reporter, hacasKed SLUTH whether LOHHijCK was vulnerable, meaning, ho 

wondered if there was anything in his background that would worK agains't 

the best interests of tne Party; althougn LOHBGCK was given an opportunity 

of expressing himself along this line, LOH JE& did not. s^y anything further 

about it. '■.'-■■ 

■ ■ - ■ \ ". . ■ * 

§11 H advisod thct ^^ TH thinks that JOSEPH feflKD^ST'iHS 

"is one of the highest type persons of his kind that ae has seyn r.nd both 
he anc 1CHB1XK think that- KO >S T. : ;RS is ver"*' valuable to the SaZaLO^ FIRST * 
^.jHTY, ■■advised that KO^STJBS is still Very anti-British an apparently 
' still thinks highly of Germany as he seemed to bw very* pleased ?.lth tho ^. 
■'.German air raids on London a*id spoke in admiring tomes of the r^-birtii •% 
"of the Gertaan -»ir Force in being ablw to rctaliata. KO^ST^BS also referred 
z\-tf&P £ newspaper headline, "Roenforced Geiraans. et Cassino" and he commented 
t a month ago the newspapers rc-oorted that the Gersoans Were Surrounded 
Cassino and in an admiring way said that the Qehaans must bo magicians 
get reinforcements and that they must puXi these re enforcements out 
° tie** . , 

advised that he had learned that* '\jfflL£Jjf. P. 
Sl-LNK, both of whom are emptore'd at the Cityyfi -** 9 
&aXS during his stay in St. X^ouis and had a^cjide^J/ 
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5jtf£XH ( s. meetings, UDNTGOi&K? indicated that ho had published *ome labor'' 
J&per inMinntaDQHs some year s, p. go p-fld also made some mentiori of e man 
named J K possiblyjjj ■ There was soniw indication tnfit ;; 

jipNTOOSt^W^Dcen^ctive in ?n^^»merican Legion meeting in Minneapolis, 
lKSRTQO£iftX ^claimed that at a post commanders meeting in the* week preceding 
SiilTH's mooting on Ifcrch 25* 1944 had spoken to the group and told them 
thgt they were wrong in their attitude towards SdlTK. . ■' \'-- 



±>7<~s 



t ano^^< 



^ilso learned that ■ ■ had attended the SCdTH 

meetings anoH^d arranged to obtain §6me of the JONr^S books from SCITK* 
He claims that 3 toJTHOULIHAN, .fora^r ma^oj of Richmo nd Heights, wanted 
these JOJ* JS books^^a that he had had dr. HOULIHAN .at the meeting Satur- 
day night. I |k.6 also acquainted with the former Senator G-HDMl 
in Clayton, Mi si 
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[ advised that ST^ludtiC fcULLOUGK of the St. Louis 
Post Dispatch still appeared to be very fri/ridly with G JULD L. K. SSITH 
and contacted t him several tim s during his/stay in St, Louis* HC CULL-OUCH 
called to SMITH'S attention the fact that the Hotel Jefferson whar & ho was • 
staying had a reputation for being pro-Nazi, "inasmuch as the F.B.I* had 
interned a number of waiters who had worked there. - MC CULLOUGH indicated 
t o ■ Jt hp. t he Is definitely an t i -ROOSIX^XT and pie c e s the blame i «_ t *'&. 
original reverses in the Pacific onto the President. SIXTH was very well 
pleased with i-C CULLOUGH »S articles in the post pispatch and it is to be 
noted that on the Sunday morning Post Dispatch 't* .* re was a picture of '. 
SiilTH and the article was prominently displayed cu the top of the front. 
page^i|^CULLOUGh with his wife also attended the Sunday meeting. 

^advised that while S>LtTH was in St. Louis ne was also inter- 
vieweoc^^iSlNG of the Baltimore Sun and P^T-i AKeRS of the Chicago Sun. 
He advised that *ra. SdlTti thinks that ..K^JS really lik^s SMITH but that "- 
his paper probab^^re- writes his articles so as t<$ make it appear derogatory 
of ,her husband. ( ^also advised 'that StLITH was interviewed by a iir. OTT 
of the iiadison Journal. > i \-. ■"■- ■ ."■■'. ■."...'-. - '*>... *v .;^ -" 



V. 



T _^_^^^_^^______^__,^ tated that she had learned that two men 

fiJxj t6 ot ,™ l>!>uis specifically to contact SftTTH and to help him in tho 
. 'organization work of TK3 .dlJRIC.; FIRST P..STI. She' was unable to ascerta in ^ 
the full .names of the se ind ividuals but pn^ of them w*-s ~namedj 

and his addr- N 
iwl* man 1 s name wr.j 
nose men may have .Ixoa iron t^ochester^^jinnysota^..'-...- • tjfH£> 
that SilTH described one of them men as "The^^rl^i most \' *""• ■. A.(<* 
illigent anti-Semite 11 , One of these men had apparently "'nj^ Considerable' ■ : '"^V 
"/'contact vith. various police agencies in Detroit and was ^qrmerl^ employed . ".»'. 
by ' i-ir. B^-iiriTT of the Ford "Motor 'Company. He claimed tha^h^ 5 /his "wife, ■, .^ $|. 
and her mothuj- or moth-r-in-law hr.d gone to some Bund camp Jin •:'$ h6 ^"'" .■■;: , ' ^ ;; 
neighborhood of Detroit and developed some "information about it. Jjc"»ade ....'.-. 
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d 5? id that his brothej 
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In-lA* writes all of 
spokd as an authority on 

to 'encourage SMITH to call a convention of the iJESRIC'i FIRST PARTI, have 

his candidates nominated, and then serve an. ultima turn on the Republican 
Party and if the candidates wore no^acceptod by the Republicans to with- 
draw.^froa association with them. ■ ^had mentioned that h~ had seen 

rjid h^^^lso obtained some promise from someone. There was 
tnatfl ■ told 3MITH that someone is ready to accept 

nomination for presiaenx. on tins ioLSUCa FIRST P«RTY ticket and ta-- 
ac'ted as the courier to give this information to SiHTH. The informa 
advised that SMITH appeared to be very receptive to this idea and gave 
it much consideration* 

^^HB also. advised that iirs. 8Ji.TKICi Ul :&&.&■& "cua~ t j 
St. Louis^JiaTteno: the jiiLAICJ FlnoT P.tHTl Rally. &fie stayed at the 
ifayfair Hotel, -irs. KNO..LuS # along with iiise hJG.JxT 3 SMITH'S secretary, 
"hent out to Concordia Seminary and had dinner vd^Ii Dr. YL'»LfaR .■Jn&£3R» 
director of the Lutheran Hour* She planned to go to Indianapolis; Indiana 
to sue CHail*x»UX, head of the Americanization Cwnruittej of thy -iifi^ri can- 
Legion to inquire of him why the Lugion advises tn« drafting of women, 
etc, l£rs. KNCfiiL^S was very interested in tne- v»INCrI3LL - BUS feud and 
advocated a boycott of all drugstores who sell Jergens products. She 
commented that "Our greatest asset is our nuisance value"* Its, KNCThLjS 
also appeared to be very well acquainted with Mrs* JLI^iBJTHjpiLLIIIG and 
was with her in .Washington, D* C. when the mothers' and ot h^jf* women 1 s 
Organisations protested against the Lend Lease Bill, ttrs*"7GHG : :uSS also 
made a statement to the effect th't she w s going to^^^^ffice o 
and let him know that she knows who he is* ■ ^advis 

was not acquainted with any of thes^ people outsiSe^^st. Louis but 

ently there had been some disagreement between Mrs. KKCT-JLLS- and ;-ar» 
concerning the Jewish question. Mrs. KHCLLJS also told of p;&&*~ 

, the author of "Uader Cover 11 who had been at her home for about two 
hours and she claims that he misquoted hwr in his book, iirs, KNCT.XJ2> "■. 
also told of the interview by F>B»I. agents. . , 

advised that i£r. CLYD^Z)RRD". stayed in Room 504 
of tiio Clr. ridge Hotel in St. Louis and that he uivoe it 10^44 Greensboro, 
petroit, Michigan* He came to ot. Louis on aarch 24j 1944 and had 
froquent contact with G.Jl.LD L. £* 'S&ITH and his Party during the following 
gays. MORROvJ's son apparently had some run-in with a Jewish school teacher 
t schoo l. .'iiORBOi-j seemed to be- v~ry proud of his boy for that* . ; 
advised that there was some indication that SkCITH had 8sw _.■:"■" 
s ooynth the past f*w days, iiDRHDv?' said that be could hardly keep his ; 
son from coming to St. Jxwis v.itn him as h^ wanted to attend the £*I^H 
meeting. ilDhiOii attended 5UITH f s Saturday nignt flfwetln^ and ; distr i^uVed 
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admission cards outside thv building =rid. encouraged a number of people 
to come in to hear SMITH. He also got ahold of. a bunch of literature 
which the Communistswere distributing and disposed of it so that they 
could not use it. JUadviscd that iiOitrtDYi seams to bo quite well 
acquainted witn someonv who w s subpoenae^tp appear at tne sedition 
trials in "iasnington, D. C. MDRt9>; toldVHthat he ia an admirer of 
Father CQUGHLIN and was at the church eervWos where Father COUGHLIN 
said that "He should love HlTLe^". M0*cflD"V told him that COUGKLEv 7 actually 
said that. liORItCfo has a daughter who will vory soon marry a soldier who 
>S £oing overseas. MOfiHOV;' also seemed to be acquainted with! 
xf the ONI offices in Chicago, Illino^^^nconversa| 
iird party, MOHBOW made mention of ? l V (phonetic) 

who was indicted, and said something to the^ffRc^TW^^CTisod to hir* 
her. 









advised that GiR.LD L. K. SMITH had been in St. Paul 
Slid Minima pons I Minnesota just prior to his visit to St. Louis and while 
thcrw had spoken before tee student body of some theological school and 
also had had Borne difficulty in getting the municipal Auditorium for his 
speech, 'fhe head of this theological school is said to be an admit -.■ of 
G.JL+LD L, K. ctilTH and SMITH we*s asked to dedicate * part of their library 
to SMITH'S father who nan been- a well Known Baptist preacner in that area, 
Si£tTH appeared before the City Council in Minneapolis regarding his 
petition to use the Municipal auditorium. Various individuals had attacked ; 
him for being against a number of things and he got, up and knocked out all 
of the arguments against hiui concerning anti-Negro, anti-Catholic, and anti- 
Jewish protests. SialTK told the^a that he had a letter from a C'tholi^ 
Bisnop in Fort iayne, Indiana wnich he claimed shoved that the bishop had 
some sympathy for him. **t the hearing SiilTH told the councilman that he 
would show that it was only a political clique that was trying to keep him 
from speaking and he asked all of. his accusers who wer^ against a fourth 
term for ROOS^V AT to stand up, and not one of his accusers did so. SiilTB 
uswd tnis as proof of showing that it was only "left wingers" who are pro- 
testing against him. 

riod to call jits, 
, Minnesota 
the wife of 

Minneapolis, 

r thu develo 
auditorium, the publicity that it had been given, what newspapers had 
given the best stories and if tno pictures were r^aj good. 

^^jh^ BIB| _ i [dvised that SiQTH has told certain people that Mrs, 
LUND>3i2¥ has carried on in this work because of her own personal reasons 
rather than the ideals of their movement. She, too, is chiefly aroused 
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over the fact th|t the Municipal Auditorium will not rent their facilities 
to them because she considers it «?. personal affront to h,p««,--Vf^ \tvx- tjth- 

DJSSN whi^JnSi^^ui^j|CJ^e<^8^e^nhoriecall from-M 

possibly™ I probably ifi Jiinhwapoj 

whoaskg^^^^^^^S^S^^HniHB^K^BHH viantod Mrs. LUKDii 
fl Wj to go to >'ashlngton f 7 D* C. "on the radio d^al u . _ 
l^^^tna^TIrs^TUND^SIl could do better tiian he and two unknown men. &? 

agreed witn jfcre- LUNu.£«H and believes th at she co uld do more in a f&w hours 

through her contacts in Washington than 



'c 




could do in six days. 




advised that SealTK wanted krs, LUKEC2I to speak at the 
Baltimore mw etij^^^^^^u^^^^^jike to have her at the Philadelphia 
meeting. BothB fcof .a/no, Pennsylvania had spoken to 

her in St. liOtii^aDou^spealc^^^^^Riiladelphia. tors* LUiCDoiM was, anxious 
to know what sne should tell |j | and sfelTH advised her to tell him 

that if ho will pay her transportation to Washington, D. C. that he 
(SMITH) would pay her hotel bill an^sug£ested tlv-t she stay at the Hotel 
Stat-ler. Mrs. LUND^iJ^ impressccflH^HH| as being rather reluctant to 
live at the home of her friends in^JasnTngton, D. C. and mentioned that 
one of the friends a^whose home she nas stayed is so far from town. 
SMITH felt that if M M would pay krs. UJNftJ&T's transportation to 

.-.'ashington, D. C. anc^DacK to Minneapolis then h^, SilTH, could afford 
to use hwr for the meeting at Baltimore and Philad .;lphie. rather than 
Congressman HGFFj£»3J5. SMITH said that tne Lend Lease meeting is coming 
up on the seventeenth. Hoa^^coraiaented that HQFK&jNN is getting weaker 
rather than stronger andW I was of tne belief that he referred to 

HGFFMJJN's state of healtnj^^fir than his influence. Both SMITH and Mrs. 
LUNDl^J indicated that th*y w>*re not receiving any money from K^IRY FORD. 
SMITH made mention that someone had been offered a whole radio network 
and hoped that he might also make use o^^^This network was apparently 
centered * round Minneapolis, however, f| B could not ask any questions 

in order to develop any further detailSinvnTs particular matter or any 
of the other matters which cam- up between SiHTH and Hrs, IAJNQ'ifJM. He 
was afraid that should he show too much interest in th^ir discussio; 
that their suspicions would be unduly aroused. 

S&ITH and **rs. LUNQJJi went into some detail about the situr.tion 
in liinn^apolis and *irs. LUNDi*iU' has been contacted by one of the council- 
men named CHFJ3TI..NSJK. CriHlSTI.iHS-kN told Mrs. LUND3SN that he does not 
want to be on the spot and she reported him as saying tfr e are for you but 
we got the kick-backs and don't think it is fair". CHRISTIANS' suggested 
to *4rs. TJMn no' that they withdraw their application for the Municipal 
auditorium and then submit it again at a later date, CHl-iISTI-«flS3i indi- 
cated that he would not do anything until Mrs, IlJND.e^JJ got back and she 
felt thit he would surely call her as soon as she returned to Minneapolis 
and she desired SOUTH' a suggestions. She thought th'.t she sight go s~e 
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vL»LlwCJ or some of the other aldermen but doubted that it would do Rny 
good. apparently, CHRISTIANS' was afraid that they might have to vote 
the oth^r way as he- could only line up twelve or thirteen votej 
felt that this woiud not be enough to awing it. According t< 
SMITH was deep in thought in trying to figure out what he believes woi 
be best nnd suggest to Mrs. LUNDSeN and decided to place a long distance 
telephone call to Buffalo, New York and gut an exact statement as to the 
situation In that town concerning their attempt to get an auditorium 
there. He thought that they might be able to g^t Klein's Music Hall, 
Vihile waiting for this long distance call to go through, SsSITH told iirs. 
LUNDJ^N to tell CHRISTIANS'^ that ROG.JyE.HyaN of the Amorican Civil 
Liberties Union is backing them in Buf/alo._, SJflTH had received a letter 
from B.iLDMN in which he told SMITH tj£t it was n-.eessary to get an out- 
side lawyer to handle the matter. SMITH- also suggested that iirs, LUNIC2^ 
tell CHRISTIANSI2C that they have struck a compromise in Buffalo anc' that 
the question as to v;hether the auditorium should be afj.ord~d SiilTH or not 
is a very bad thing. 

was engaged in conversation with i'lrs. LUND.-SN while S^-P 
SLilTH completed tne Buffalo telephone cill, so he could not get the 
details concerning that, ncwever, after SUITH completed the call he 
told Mrs. HINDIS th.t the .man to whom he spoke in Buffalo would sand 
her a copy of RO(k*R diLu..IN.'s letter. SMITH th-n told iirs. LUltil*:!? 
co^.ctly what to tell CHkI3TL»i.SJ\: 1) that tae ...C.L«U. is going to 
support SiiITH to the limit 5 2). that under the Constitution everyone is 
afforded certain civil liberties, one of which is trio freedom of spceen 
and that CHRISTI..i*'SiJJ cannot become known as on~ r>f tne individuals who 
are conspiring to deny a man (S.-ilTH) his freedom r-f speech; 3) that there 
is no use kidding but that they (TH^ .U&LC** FIRST r\*RTf ) ar„ pov.vrful 
/enemies of the New -Deal. StUTK told her that ta» point to put over to 
CHRISTIANS J< is triat they arc going to go through witn tne deal in trying 
to get the auditorium, that % the .».C.L.U. is behind them. SJITH told her 
that if the City Council denies their application for the^ auditorium that 
sne should again apply for it thevery next day anc then the council 
would have to go through tne same procedure and eV-ry t^^thoydeny it 
sh^ should reapply, ^e instructed -irs. LUND,j±2tf to tell J ■ that 

he should line up fivo of his bost mothers who have sonsintSeservice. 
He would then have airs . , CTHJRItf J BRO/7N as head of the National Blue Star 
Mothers of .imerica, come fir ainucapoiirs and install these fiv^ mothers 
as the National Blue Star pothers of tfinncsote. Then, as lirs. LUND^SK 
made another application for the auditorium in thw name of THJ ^irjUCt 
FIRST P;»RTY, the Blue Star Mothers should also apply for the auditorium 
under the name of the National ^lue Star liothers of Minnesota and give 
as their speakers some obscure individuals to whom there could be no 
objection, uftsr the. Blue Star Mothers 1 application is approved and the 
management 01 tne auditorium <ies accepted their money ana the contract 

fully completed, tne Blue Star uothurs then Were to announce GLJL.LD L. K. 
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SilTH £8 thoir main speaker. SalTO told her that he? would go through all 
of his petitions, meaning the petitions to Congress, which ho has circu- 
it tod for chc benefit of a large rau storing out pay and disability payments 
to veterans and pick out the name of vjtcixvns "who hry^beu^mustered out 
of service and also get them behind their movement. ■ Badvise," 

that four of the Blue 3 tar Mothers of Pennsylvania caffl^TromrnaTaaelphic 
to St. Louis to attend the rally of the *lLiflIC-* FlrtST PiiRTY. Tney arrived 
on March 24, 1944 and stayed at the CL'iridge Jiotel. These "women wort. iirs» 
JOHN h/BR-^K, Mrs. LILLlLj/ P.iffiCS, -ars* J^i-S JC Ca->LY, and Mrs. H^_ 
J^THI^SON. iirs. G^RTKOD^it.nfiX, 406 Howard Street* Dayton, Onto7~was in 
toucn witl^^teseother wpmen during the entire tim»u that they were in 3t f 
Louis. fl B advised that these women appear to be very enthusi- 

astic ABou^sSaTt^ana anxious to do anything which would help thG cause, 
Th^y traveled by railroad coach and their coach was full of soldiers and 
these mothers used the opportunity to spread their propaganda. They 
distributed ..one of> their pamphlets entitled, "The Truth about Pearl Harbor". 
do^.s not know the Yi:. cure of this pamphlet nor was she able to 
;?in a copy. Sirs./fcRCT.iN told her that a number of Jewish soldiers in 
the coach did not like their activities. i£rs. HKJtfN brought along the 
barkers of tho Blue Star Mothers of «merica and also the Blue Star Mothers 
of Pennsylvania. GERALD L. K. SMITH is supposed to have told Mrs. BRO r "N 
that things were different than back in 193 o and that they had to be a 
bit more careful because of the "terrible Gestapo" which persecutes people 
if their names are mentioned in connection with his movement. He was very 
careful not to mention any of the names of the people from other states 
who were coming to St. Louis because he felt that they would be followed 
home and then persecuted there, iirs. BHDiiN understood that there were 
from tg£lYe__ta M £iik*Qn states represented, lirs. BRDViN was also acquainted 
with I B of "Washington, D. C. 
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[advised that Mrs. Hftftft has been in contact with Congressman 
CLAl^l/H0FF2ikNrI regarding a mooting at Town Hall in Philadelphia* They 
have Joeen refused the hall by the management who said that "we don't 
want 'the F.B.I, on us", iirs. BRGfrJN is also arranging for a SMITH meeting 
in Philadelphia. She feels that thwy may try to get tne Turner's Hall 
whica has tne capacity of 2,000, however, SwTTH is apprehensive of the 
place if it is known as a German" meeting place and if subversive GeriMn 
groups have previously met thvre. Mrs* BRC&N and the Blue Star Mothers 
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were going from St. Louis to Detroit to hear Father 
turning to Philadelphia. 



It was determined tha 
Pennsylvania were registered at tne howi je 
meetings and had personal contact with dr. 

advised that the 
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much and are v^ry sympathetic to SMITH'S ideas. J ■made some 

reference to the election of a Dartvbvthename o^sHuSLS . He is also 
against the jit^n^^^nalists. ■ ■ was unable to tell very 

much of the! ■because hena^^us^aEt them znC. did not have the 

opportunity o^gSTfBg well acou=int~d with them. 



& 




7^ 



^^^^^^^^^ advised that &£LTH had told the Bins Star Mothers 
of Clevel&n^^o^r^Wme to St. Louis to attend the rally, inasmuch as they 
were at the present time being smeared in Clevelanc. and he felt th^t it 
might >ork against them. 

SUITH wes in St. Louis it was do^rmined 
th' t he had personal c en tact wit hi I 

hehacl previousl^rece^oT 

Jondence.- ^^^^^M 'I Hi rl tiil ti^^^JWl^, PTifr nf f - hi - richest 
meninSpr in gf i e 
■ I said 

^^Waecf onj of the 
vice-president. 





ionist senators for president and SMITH for 




/ 



[advised that SMITH mentioned that ROG^l BivLUiTNj head \ 

of the Amentan ^ivil Liberties Union, is very Y. : eli acquainted with 
Senator BURTOjf r*Hi£HiLbR and related the story that jvHi&Juti was twice in- 
dicted during »«orid **ar I and tnat the A.C.L.U. came to his rescue, 
SMITH said that fairly recently ROG^R BALDWIN had seen *,R^LSR, apparently Lli 
in Washington, 1). C., and ~<thJ3&JR. told Bj 1 Uj : .-«I& to nave the Jews in the 
A.C.L.U. come to tne rescue of tne thirty people who nave been indicted . 

for sedition because in this case they would be able to fight tne rising / 

tide of anti-Semitism by showing tiv.t all Jews were nor, in favor of these 
sedition indictments. 

■ advised that Miss LiGANT, .SwTTTH ! s Secretary, 
and Mrs. B'fttTRICij^SKE&S spent quite a bit of. time with Dr* '&LTJL £ « 
MAI3R at Concordia Seminary having lunch fdth him. One of Dr. KALUr^ 
assistants, LAjffefiMCll; P> R3ILLY, took care of them taking them to church 
and driving them mrojlnd. :UILLY took thorn to a church T?here he is Vicar 
and Mrs. KNO,LES was very enthusiastic about the sermon ?.nd said th t the 
sermon wis anti-Semitic. The preacher pointed out how selfish, self- 
cent e rod and arrogant the Jews are iad now they 'int|rm^Jji9 word of 
God to be different from what it actually is. ■ ■p.dvisuci that 

MAI2R had recently come back from New York wh«re^!ena^coruerred with 
officials concerning some new broadcasting set-up thereby the Lutheran 
Hour would not have to go off tne air- 
There has been referred to the St. Louis Field Division numerous 
mimeographed letters which were mailed on March 23, 1944 to various 
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Individuals. Those letters wore anonymously seat except for the signa- 
ture r TriZ AFRICA FIRST PAKTY". This letter contend that we were duped 
into the war by a gang of Jewish war mongors to save the British Sknpire, 
Communist Russia, and a mass of stupid Chinese coolies. It lauds GliRALB 
L. K. SfeQTH and a number of the isolationist senators* The last para- 
graph reads, n tho young vital nations like Germany, Italy, and Japan, are 
only doing what all nations have done in the past— expanded to overcome 
population pressure and gain raw materials. Several unwittingly opposed 
this natural growth, this God made law of survival, and therefore wo 
suggest that a nsw day dawns for America— sith the AMERICA FI5ST . PARTY" . 




advised that someone had called SiilTH ovor the tele- 
phone about this letter and he told that person that if the letter started 
ftith such words as "This country being duped into a war" he knows that he 
nov^r «aid those words and would have nothing to do with such a letter. 




u 




advised that he is acquainted with .jyl^gCET. GIIiXAN. 
SMITH and he~metT&3Th .t a national conference of clergymen and laymen 
in August, 193o at j»shevillo, North Carolina, As far as ho knows SMITH 
is not subversive and at the present time receives a pension of about 
v^O.OO a month from the Methodist Church. There has been no indication 
that ilZi&2R? GUMi*N SMITA contacted subject SciXTJi during his last visit 
in St. Louis. 

Various pcmphlets which \t<$rc distributed ^s a protest to 
SMITH'S mueting are being placed in the file. 

The l«ads which have previously been set out for the St, Louis 
Field Division as shown in the referenced report are being disregarded 
as it is not believed that thay *vould develop any pertinent information 
or by covering them would it serve any useful purpose. 
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all Special «gcntB B who overheard 

these eonVdrsationa^SoS^^room adjacent tc 2 JZ^'s 
hotel suite without tnu cid of ?,ny technical 
equipment . 
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One copy of this report is being sent to Buffr.lo for information, in-smuch 
?.s tnere *ere conversations betvjacn SMITH «Uid some unknown individual in 

Buffalo. 
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►rid Bureau of SnueatfBaf. 



mniUft fttatee ©epartment of lusttte 

Saint Louis, Missouri 

April 14, 1944 



■I 



Director, FBI 



6 



Re: 



GERALD L. K. SMITH, with alias, 
THE^JiRICA FIRST PARTY; 
SEDITION 



ALL INFOiMN CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED 
PATE— ^6/^— BY*£e*2^ 



Dear Sir; 



There is being forwarded herewith copies of the report 
of Special Agent VI dated April 14, 1944 at St. 
Louis, Missouri, ^ffierewascons^lerable information developed 
in St. Louis while SMITH visited here from March 24 to 27, 1944 
and this information in all of its detail has previously been , 
furnished to the Bureau and other offices in the ferm of a log 
dated March 31, 194^ e£ j^^f«^^^^3^rS <3^L ^ ^ -, /_../ 

Because of the fact that the St. LouIs~-^ldJ).iuisi»'*. 
does not have sufficient background in this case,"** is &ot fully 






r 
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S ■"? fl ,understood what is being considered strictly confidential^ foj the] \\ 

3 ** J \J^ ,.V^use of the Bureau only, or material to this investXs*tt&ny much | 

V^ (Ll7 r>of this information has not been set out in the above*fif*rt.ioned 




report. It is therefore called to the attention o^Ntlie Bureau and 
the Detroit Field division that for complete detaijy reference shoulj 
be made to the log, rather than depending on this report. 
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MPONTUMKAT 



Saint Louie, Missouri 



DATC WHEN MACK 



3/6/44 



TTTUt 



WHICH MASK 

2/12^-19; 



fGERAID LXMAN KQINETir SMITH, with alias; 
5 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 



rnroirr MAC* BY 




CHARACTKR or CASK 

SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTfi: 




SMITH and wife were in Saint Louis, 2/17-19/44, to continue 
organizing the America First Party and to give speech on 
2/17/44. Admission by card only* Attendance was between 
600 and 700 people* SMITH in his speech suggests LINDBERGH 
for President, attacks President ROOSEVELT and his cohorts, 
and also attacks the British* He appeals to the Republicans 
to furnish a candidate other than WILLKIE, and offers the 
support of his followers to the Bepublican Party if they do so* 
Audience made up of old people, and quite a few Germans* 
Also in attendance was editor of the German language news- 
paper who has in past been pro-Nazi. Veterans groups and 
Communist Party have protested against the use of the Muni- 
cipal Auditorium, however, there were no disturbances* 
D0NAI£^I£>HBECK is the organizer in Saint Louis, and SMITH 
is thinking of having him organize in Kansas City, Missouri* 
SMITH confers with all persons previously contacted in Saint 
Louis in January, 1944, except BJU WALTER J^HATJii, who, how- 
ever, had his private secretary at the speech, SMITH con- 
tacted former member e of the America First Committee who ap- 
pear anxious to renew their work and back SMITH. He also 
contacted /RANCISjJeSroOR, head of the-eocial Justice Club in 
Saint Louis which presently has low membership. but quite a 
large mailing list. RB4BERT GIIMANpaTH of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
is former Methodist preacher and author of anti-administra- 
tion book who gets Subject SMITH interested in this book* 
There is indication that-£cCUliX)UGH, reporter for "Saint Louis 
Post Dispatch" and formeiOtmerica First Committee member, who 
has written articles riding SMITH, has told SMITH of investi- 
gation by ONI, and is acting j^_ trMTfcX f 1 , l" f n V$*\ -V™ °n Jocal 
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Saint Louie File No. 100-6013 
$MJM%| Synopsis of Facts (cont.)x 

-/ natters for SMITH. Plane made for Midwest Conference and 

Rally of America First Party in Saint Louie tentatively 
3/30/44. 

- p - 

Reference ; -^^^^^^^^^_ J n I*' 

Report of Special Agent IB S^nt Louis, *> 7 
Missouri, «iated February 12, 1944« 

Details ; I« Preliminaries to SMITHES Speech 

Scheduled February 17* 1944 ~ 

";>* On February 12, 1944, the distribution of the admission cards for 

<r\ ^ . the GEEAID L. KP SMITH speech for February 17, 1944, had begun. Many of these 

letters were sent out by,fcONAID LOHBBCK in first-class mail, and the envelopes 
•ere marked "urgent *« Two tickets were usually sent to each individual, along 

„._ v ^ TTr ^- with a handbill bearing SMITH'S picture, and a letter on the stationery of the 

America First Party and signed by the Saint Louis Committee— DON^DOHBECK, Tem- 
porary Chairman, The place of the meeting was the Municipal Auditorium, Assem- 
bly Hall No. 1, Saint Louis, Missouri* Copies of this material are being for- 

::,-::^'\-.£ warded to the Detroit Field Division* 



The admission cards were necessary for attendance at this meeting, 
and permitted the bearer of the card and whoever accompanied him to come into 
the meeting* Immediately the Americanism committees of various veteran groups 
in Saint Louis protested the permission which was granted to SMITH to use the 
Municipal Auditorium, and the "Saint Louis Star Times" gave prominent display- 
to these protests* The other two newspapers, the "Saint Louie Post Dispatch" 
and the "Saint Louis Globe Democrat," carried small editorials and notices, but 

[- . ..,„, they did not give it prominent display* The Municipal Auditorium Commission, 

L - however, permitted SMITH the use of the assembly hall* 



ThfiLi^wentieth Anniversary of the "Daily Worker" at the Municipal Audi- 
torium was held on February 13, 1944, at which BTTilVfigNTNEB, Business Agent, 
Electrical Workers, a member of the War labor Boara,\and a member of the State 
Committee of the Communist, called SMITH a "little rodent*" In his talk he said 
that SMITH should not be permitted to talJc and explained how in 1937 to 1939, the 
various veteran groups andJfetl.O. had forced tha^Seiman- American Bund to die- 
band (this is true)* SENT^ER brought out that the mailing list for SMITH was 
■?jS£i3M tn * 8&me a8 tna ^ the^ America First Committee, and that this was no coinci- 

dence* ' — — r - r- 
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Um Activities of GERAIP L, lj. SMITH in Saint 
Louis on February 17 » 1944 ^^^^ 

Records of the Statler Hotel show that SMITH and hie wife arrived 
at that hotel in Saint Louis, Missouri, at 10*45 A.M. on the morning of Feb- 
ruary 17, 1944» 

II advised that several newspaper men were awaiting SMITH, 
ae was alsoiDONAl^LOtffiBCK, Chairman of the^ America First Committee in Saint 
Louis. LOHBBCK and SMITH mentioned the possibility that there might be trouble 
at the meeting and were of the opinion that the protest was the work of the 
Jews. / 



■ ^advised that among others, MR* EVERETT 
ipher, MR. MONTAGUE, and MR. DAUGHEOT of the "Globe Democrat" interview- 



MR. EVERETT of the "Star Times," their 

photograj 

ed SMITH* SMITH told the newsmen that his itinerary would be as follows: A 
leadership meeting on February 20 in Chicago, and then meetings in Minneapolis 
on February 22, Detroit on February 26, and Cleveland on February 29, Pittsburgh 
on March 1, and Philadelphia on March 2, and then to Washington, D. C« for con- 
ferences on March 4* He advised that this was the first leg of a nation-wide 
tour. In Washington, D. C, he will confer with various senators and congress- 
men, including HOFFMAN and REYNOIDS, and he will also appear before the Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee to testify against the National Service Act* 



through 



Perti n ent rem arks which SMITH made to the reporters, as obtained 
are listed as follows: ' 



1 



v V 






"We want a real Republican tor a candidate in 1944; a real 
Nationalist we can support." 

"Nationalism is the preservation of our national soverignty 
and the keeping of our government in Washington." 

"ROOSEVELT is playing the bankrupt nations for world power 
Just like he played bankrupt states and cities for 
national power. I wouldn't be surprised to see OTiKIB 
as the Vice-president with ROOSEVELT, and then ROOSEVELT 
resign to become President of the world with WTT.TJCIE be- 
coming President of the United States." 

SMITH blamed the President for the United States entry into the war, 
declaring "we should have been building a two-ocean navy, and then there would 
not have been any Pearl Harbor." 

SMITH defended his patriotism against the attacks of the veterans 
groups in Saint Louis, saying that he did not think that those fellows represent- 
ed the Legion as a whole but only represented themselves and possibly the Jewish 
War Veterans. He sai£ that he would be perfectly willing for his patriotism to 
be judged by HERMA^lSHR, head of the Americanism Committee of the Michigan Ameri- .. 
can Legion, and by HQMERi£HALLEAUX, National Americanism Chairman of the American . ■ 
Legion. ^ 1/ 
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Saint Louis File No. 100-6013 

An article In the "Star Times" reported that "the only thing SMITH 
refused to criticize or laud during the lengthy interview was the war effort 
because 'I am not a military expert and that would not be patriotic and might 
give comfort to the enemy. r " 

During the interview with newsmen, SMITH criticized ROOSEVELT and 
imTiTJTCFt along the same lines as he has always done* 

Hhile the "Star Times" and "Globe Democrat" reporters were inter- 
viewing SLOTH, McCULLOUGI of the "Post Dispatch" came in. McCULLQUGH appear- 
ed very friendly with SMITH and took the liberty of interrupting the other 
newspaper men in their interviews. McCULLOUGH told SMITH that a reporter, 
JULIU^LXMAN, at the "Post Dispatch," who is a Communist, thought it out- 
rageous' that SMITH would be permitted to speak* 



dicated 



thath 



advised that some of the side remarks that* McCULIOUCH made in- 
e, too, is anti-Semitic* 



loH 



SMITH was asked what he thought about the causes of the war, and he 
answered that the cause was the attack by the Japanese upon Pearl Harbor, but 
that if ROOSEVELT had not spent so much money boondoggling instead of spend- 
ing it on armaments, we would have had a big army and navy to protect ourselves 
Instead of a political machine* SMITH was also asked what should be done with 
HITLER, and he advised that he could not say* He believed that this matter was 
in the hands of the Commander In Chief and his military aids, and that he would 
leave It up to those persons* He claimed to have confidence enough In the 
chiefs of our army and navy, and as a side light commented that he wished that 
the Commander in Chief were someone other than ROOSEVELT, as he naturally did 
not have any confidence in hinu The question was asked, "would you ask for a 
trial?" SMITH put off this questionby saying that he would trust the military 
men in whatever action they took* fl ■ advised that EVERETT of the "Star Times" 
who was conducting this inquiry askedwhat SMITH thought of HITLERS responsi- 
bility for the war* He answered saying that there was no limit to what power 
mad men like STALIN and HTTI2R will do* He said "this war is not an issue— no 
war can be an issue after it begins; from then on criticism is directed to the 
conduct of the war and postwar plans** EVERETT asked what postwar plans SMITH 
had in mind, and was referred to the first issue of "TheUCross and the Flag" 
which contains an article entitle 4L*tffctory — A definition*" 

SMITH advocated a rebirth of Rationalism and claimed there is a dif- 
ference between GEORGE WASHINGTON f S type of Nationalism and HITLER «S type. He 
claimed that by Nationalism it is not meant proviclal Isolationism* MCCULLOUOT, 
the "Post Dispatch" reporter, indicated that he had been a member of the* Ameri- 
ca First Committee* 

EVERETT asked SMITH about his membership In the>5ilver Shirts, and 
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3? -. ■ _■#,-.- --- ;*% ' 

SMITH advised that he had been sent an honorary membership card but had never 
been affiliated with ths|> organization. He advised that one of the reasons ' 
he felt resentment towagL the JJg&i Brith is because that organization bought 
frjafchimjfijje J fmh ag$ when FgUST ne e de d money and then pub- 
e»dng j»2^R- fce^pi aea*»rshijMard. ^nt they hare not 
wfaj^^f MpI K fTejmdiating nli membership and return- 
iearftd^halr tHefB'Kai Brith had a copy of his letter 
frc*-t3B0BfflrtOKOISKI, a. newspaper commentator. SMITH advised that the refer- 
ence to himself in the book ,j»Cndereover , ■ relative to hia marching through 
Saint Louis with Storm Troopers of the* Silver Shirt organisation was a "forg- 
ery.* ..■.:; r ■*•**»-■. ■■ A 




M I advise d th at ,McCULL00GH told SMITH that he received L< 

letterTffflj | aboutf ■ (SMITH'S associate in Deiw 

ver). McCUlXuWS^Ss^^Hffcated tlSWJWl^Hf^TOLLKlE. SMITH attacked &■) 

ROOSEVELT and the New peal for having taken the people's rights away through 
the rationing system and thus depriving them of their "day in court.* 




\~ flhile the "Star Times" reporter was calling in his story to his of- 

fice; SMITH told hlA to include in his "smear story" the fact that his son is 
in the army and stationed in India. Although his son has had six years of 
military training, he is not an officer but his classmates are* SMITH felt 
that because his son's father is the "terrible QSRklD L. K. SMITH" he is Just 
a soldier and is leading a mula in India* 

■ | who was engaged In conversation with someone else at the time. 

that Mcf * " — 



:j*k**£i ^ 



'* adviied that McCtTLXOUGH and SMITH were conversing, and HcttJUflUGH said some-" 
2^ thln^ about an investigation and mentioned "the bead of the OKI. "■■believes 

~v that McCUIXOUGH is serving as a source of information for SMITH. sBHh asked 
,--:' McCCJlJUXJGH to get him some background inform ation on FRH) BCEG, one of the £7 
-7 veterans who was protesting his meeting, andB ■subsequently learned through 
^;. other sources that McCUIIOOGH did furnish information to SMITH which permitted 
;£MHR U> attack BOG** V'^'IS--. 

■-.;. -At ■ -C^^*- : 



•' JcCPJLOO CH^ h owever, did mention that he was not going to write a 
long article &r SMITH, and In that way give him more publicity. SMITH asked 
*cCUI&X?GH if vie thought $Jg£ wor4Jad gptten around to his followers (meaning 
f*gerlts^|[irfj*^),~^ about it." 



£y t§s2isam4i«^^PNBB of the *' 
- f o£tne^JT» Republic.* LOB- 
%h$$jt^tomU£UEI£ (phonetic), 



the -Jgifar times" advised SMITH 
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SMITH that he had had orders to stay close to him all day, whereupon SMITH 
ipiaH an g*»j*«(j »t fin accugtosfrd to being uat^ied** SMITH told KywKh?rT ho* h« 
had been smeared in the past, and hem, when the true facts were known, it 
had been found out that the criticism against him was unjustified* He cited 
as an example the time he was in Cleveland, Ohio, where he had been barred 
from using the auditorium, and when he presented his side, the Municipal Coun- 
cil was all for him* 

SMITH told EVERETT of the efforts of the Communists and Communist 
Jews to intimidate people, and also the efforts of the administration to eub- 






i^jvutiiwa ww ^k*»» «■»»»»» *6* 



U« «aM +.Via«« +.h-f«ff* 






not intimidated a few people such as, CLARE HOFFMAN, HAMILTON^-FISH, «RDBEET 
BETNOIDS, G&LAII^&QfE. and himself * ""~* — --■■ ' 




SMITH 'advised EVERETT, in the presence of I I that he was not a 
member of the 'America First Committee, because at tnsttlme he was Ch airman 
of the^pemmittee of One Million, but as they had the same ideas about things, 
they would work together* 

SMITH feels that he has many friends, as he ie a friend of everyone 
who is against ROOSEVELT. 



\>n$ 




_ advised that SMITH engaged in 
conversation with his "office (possibly his secretary, 
parently MRS-^KJNDEa* was leaving Detroit for Chicago^ 
that she make arrangements for her trip through] 
tel in Detroit. MBS. LUNDEEN was to bring 
her to Chicago* 




a long-distance telephone j? 
BERNARD A^-aeMAN). Ap- ^ 
and S&QTH recommended ^< 
at the Statler Ho- p< 
attention mail with 





I ■:■.■' ■•'• . ■ V. 



learned through ■ ■ that SMITH felt as though 

the "Star Times** "reporter had been softened^anaThaT the man was doing some- 
thing repulsive against his inner self in covering this assignment, and that 
he just mouthed the words that the Jews put in his mouth, and that the Jews 
could never face him in the open. He also mentioned that McCULLOUGH was a paraf 
doxial fellow and felt that McCULDDUGH, in writing the articles which ar e more 
or less against SMITH, is doing these things but actually knows better* 
knows that SMITH is aware that LOHBECK'S Selective Service status is 1-AS# 

■ ■ advised that REMHERT GUilAN SMITH, W *&» formerly a h 

Methodist priW^r^Bs was founder in 1937 of th£-6WahoniaAfcBagUe against Com- 
munism, Naziism, and Fascism, had contact with SMITH in Saint Louis* R*-_0* 
^BOTH^ permanent address is Box 2123, Tulsa, Oklahoma* He has written an anti- 
"administration book which he is trying to sell* The book is printed by the 
J. W. Burke Company of Macon, Georgia. About fifteen years ago he wrote anotbei 
boo£>Coiamini8m over Methodism*" R. G. SMITH has sold 200 copies of his book 
to a man in QH*h™m City, and GERAU) L» K« SMITH was interested in this book, 
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and inquired if enough paper could be obtained to continue publishing the book« 
Subject ailTH wants copies of R. G. SMITH'S book for his friends, and he will 
be furnished them by/Rj^^SlOTB at $1.50 apiece, R. G. SMITH explained that 
there is enough material in thV~book for twenty-five speeches against the Hem 
Deal. 



(phonel 



,^ m J advised that SMITH 
^ijflJELUB (phonetic), a friend of 
1 dividuals who helped put on a "snare 




ted on this day bj RCSE8T *> * 

MUELLES was one of the in- b?t> 
wealth" meeting for SMITH in 1935«- 



| (learned that GECR(S^BHAHDT contacted SMITH and asked some quei 
it the Quakers, and SklTH told him that they were Facifists, but that 



tion about 

he is a Nationalist* 



m ^drised that Subject SMITH and R, G. SMITH decided that the best 
i that c< 



sentence that could describe his book is "A study in the betrayal of our con- 
stitution." R« G, SMITH mentioned a fellow nama4-^£BER, possibly a Baptist 
preacher in Oklahoma, and as well as ■ If could determine, he is known as the / 
"Radio Minister of the Southwest." R^T. SMITH claimed that WEBER is a follow- \ 
er of his, and Subject SMITH recalled that WISER had bought his stuff in whole- 
sale lots of more than 200 copies. 

R. G. SMITH has lived almost all his life in Georgia, is sixty-six «> 
years old, and hasbeen fighting Communism for a long time. He and Subject 
SMITH, along withfl B discussed Communism and the evils which have beset our 
country, and the RreaK-down of religion of the United States. They decided 
that all the trouble in this country is due to the break-down of the faith in 
Christ* They also mentioned the tie-in between the Communists and the Jews, 
and both claimed that they were not anti-Semitic* R, G. SMITH was going to try- 
to get to Chicago Sunday to hear GERAIJ) L. K. SMITH, who recommended EARLfSOUTH- 
ARD to him and gave him his pereonal card* Subject SMITH arranged to buy thir- 
teen of R. G. SMITH'S books for $25*00 and promised him a check, however, as 
R. G. SMITH was hard up for money, he got cash on the spot. Subject SMTffi 
wanted to send these books out to a select group and wanted all his key men to 
have a copy of it. 

It was determined from general sources in the law profession that 
r # g. SMITH was in Saint Louis apparently trying to promote the sale of his book 
and also circulating a form letter among lawyers which was directed to FELIX 

--FRANKFURTER of the Supreme Court requesting his resignation. He had also spoken 
to DEANs^SWEBT and _Bishop^CARI£r^of Saint Louis and consid ered t hem both Reds. » 
He had also seen B Bat Concordia Seminary* ^■^ to -+- — * — **,«*■*> 

that Subject SMITt^ecomraenaed^haT R. G. SMITH go out to see 

kMAHfi and gave him his personal card of introduction. 

B. G. SMITH has a son who is an Ensign and a graduate f rpm the Coast 
Guard Academy. He obtained some Of the material for his book from AMOS PINCHOT. 



.etermined that 
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but PINCHOT oade him promise that he would not disclose the source of his 
information In the book (it was noticed in the newspapers of last week that 
AMOS PINCHOT died)* \R._G. SMITH was displeased that Vice-president WAILACE, 
who was in Saint Louis" a Tew days ago, would not see him. He has written a 
large number of letters to- various congressmen and has also written to Presi- 
dent ROOSEVELT and other high-ranking officials criticising them directly. 




advised that at a subsequent interview of SMITH by 

EVEKETT of the "Star 
Louis on January 14 and 15 > 1944, and whether he gave any talks at all at that 
time. SMITH answered "no." He also answered "no" to the question as to 
whether SMITH had made any contacts at Concordia Seminary (this questioning 
apparently deals with SMITH'S contact with'BffTkAjEfc at Conco rdia Seminary and 
SMITH'S appearance before some of the students through flffc; IKIBft). SMITH > ex- 
plained that he had gone out to Concordia Seminary with the preacher,* HAR5EEJ? 
SPRINGER, who was with him, and who had heard quite a bit about the Seminary 
and also heard MAIER over the radio. EVERETT asked "did you talk to DR. MAIER?" 
and SMITH answered "no, we didn't even try to see him." 

J (advised that SMITH explained how he treats newspaper men court- 
eously^even if they work for the "Daily Worker," and told of an incident where 
JOHtt^IVAK, a writer for the "New Masses," had tried to interview SMITH under 
false credentials and how he ran away when 3QTH threatened him. He also men- 
tioned the fact that some woman tried to interview him claiming that she was 
a Nazi spy. He claimed that prior to this meeting with her in the Statler Ho- 
tel, be notified the FBI. In relating these incidents,! H advised that SMITH 
explained his activities in Detroit, and explained that nevery seldom goes to 
his main office because he would be heckled and harassed by people who were 
against him. He said that he has gotten such good service from the Statler Ho- 
tel in protecting him from this type of people that he arranges to hold his in- 
terviews with people at the Statler Hotel, usually in the coffee shop or lobby. 

'advised thatjLOHBECK has a grocery store clerk who is 
one of his best workers. LOHBBCK also nad received several telephone calls and 
requests for an article published by WHEELED in the Congressional Record. LOH- 
BBCK believes that the Social Justice fellows (like JOSEPJUTOESTERS and CBCRGB 
iGEBHABDT) make good street filters. K 



'learned that WILLIAM D^4I9NTGCMERI was asked by SMITH 

to scout the meeting that evening without being conspicuous to see if there 
would be any trouble makers there, and then pass on this information to MRS. 
SMITH who would be at the door. UQtiTGCMSKX had wondered if he would be called 
upon to give speeches, and SMITH told him that he could expect to be giving talk 
within the next ninety days* SMITH told him that he had spoken to a man In Chi- 
cago who wanted MONTGOMERY to come up there and give a speech. This is possibly 
\ SOUTHARD. It was MONTGOMERY who gave SMITH the name of MAflTW^fEDHZB*, an old 
America? Firster, Telephone FLanders 7412. UDHBECK is also acquainted with FEDEft 
ER« 




- 8 - 



tf* 



■ _■ ■■ s: • ..• -:\ •■ 



\ 







i 

5 



..-Sy-. 

■ : ■.-.>>" 



C* •*}. "^»Tf .VI" '-""°*! c .?l 



^ 









Saint Louis File Ho, 100-6013 



was impressed that whenever SMITH had an opportunity i 
he would make some anti-Semitic remark , or immediately connect any reaark of ±7, 
a person with whom he was talking as being anti-Semitic and then elaborate o* 
it. ^|| noted that there were several instances where LOHBBCK made a couple 
of remarks about Jews where he did not mean to speak of them in a derogatory 
sense, but SMITH commented upon it that way, and LOHBBCK corrected him by say- 
ing that "these were good Jews," etc, SMITH tolo*I£HBECK that he was thinking \ 
of sending him to Kansas City to help organize there, inasmuch as he was very 
much pleased with his work in Saint Louis* On one occasion SMITH commented 
about the coming meeting, saying "wait until the audience hears me raise hell 
with the New Deal and the British, and if they are a normal audience, they will 
really like to hear it*" 

The meeting was held at the assembly hall of the Municipal Auditorium 
and started at about 8:00 P.M* There were approximately 600 to 700 people in 
attendance which is its capacity. There was no disturbance or any picketing be- 
fore the meeting began. On the stage with MR. and|MRS. SMITH were MR. and MRS. 
LOHBECK and v GEORGE CEBHARDT. LOHBBCK opened the meet! ng by saying that they had 
waited for a long time to find a man they could Allow without being afraid, and 
"he came down from Detroit to continue on the policy and with the program that 
we had followed so sincerely up to the time the United States went into war* We 
had heard from National Headquarters of the* America First Committee that the Com- 
mittee was dissolved. We lost contact with our best workers." He asked that wox 
be passed around that they wanted these workers back and said "we have started 
again and will not stop this time. He said "this meeting is to present the one 
man who has stopped his work in the cause of Americanism and American National- 
ism. He has not been intimidated by the governmental harassment which many of 
us know and which has stopped some of us." He then introduced GERAID L. K. SHIT 
as head of the America First forty* 

SMITH began his talk by saying that he was mindful of the accomplish- 
ments of Saint Louis, but one thing stave in his mind and is symbolized and per- 
sonified by that phrase so often heard^Spirit of Saint Louis* *-CHARI£S A. 

LINDEERQI. Upon the mention of LINDBERGHS name, there was a great "applause* 
SMITH said he hoped to present LINDBERGH to the Saint Louis audiences for a 
speech and also he hoped to introduce to Saint Louis "that maligned and perse- 
cuted lover of Christ, Father CHARLES E./COUGHU N." (great applause)* 

SMITH attacked the Communists and ROOSBVECT and gave a tirade against 
the "international bankers, international politicians, and international finag- 
lers, who want to load us with a debt and tax load to pay the debt for the worl< 
for the next century." He then made a play on the world, "first," and said thai 
there was only one thing above "America First" and that was faith in Christ, Ha 
tells how he promised his old mother that he would never make a speech without 
mentioning Christ's name* 

SMITH told how the politicians have run the show for along time, and 
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that the best ei^lzeneVnave stood on the sidelines* Ha claimed that thee* 
political rascals are Isyabolised by men like HaKEHWHOHS..'-- 



■.^■At..ihMf 

preacher, ^ead t|e 

;: " '■ ■'"Sr.-- *■:"" 

ing iaccfteefal, 
BECK Is ajfeci 



V i. ■'■•! 



hafrRacBERT G3UOH SMITH, the former Methodist 
e in;pTayer* """ r r -«* v ;> .'.* ■/■';' : ,--' ■■•■.■'■.'..■ ^ : . 





.sin#|pfflgffijbr mak|&g this meet- >i 
^ene^got i^^ttidlaajtoxncf^that LCH- 
>Ah frnmrttatelly cut him off, 
_ >ahlisned by "a draft* board appointed 

by the PresSoent o^the Baited States and aaked the audience to glre X/3BBBX" 
a big hand* It is noted that the audience did not show any resentment at all \ 
to the fact that UpKBSGK.-le a conscientious objector*;. ^■"'■-v>- ; \-'-.v. '-.; > h- ^ 

SMITH introduced all the people on the stage, including, GEBHARDT, - ; , 
and described him as 4 iormer head of one of the Social Justice groups**"^^ ■■;;„*. 

SMITH then asked the people in the audience who had one son in the v 
army to raise their hands, then two, and then aaked those with three to stand ^ 
up and girjj their namef.^ne of these indiTiduals was MBS* WUIACE Ka^ferFLJR, 
possibl^&T2LSI, -wno ha* three sons in the Marines** Another man was possib- 
ly JOSEFH>WRKUS^fhe -04&ers old not give their names* X negro man stood up ~ : 
and said'that he lid three sons In, the armed services, and SMITH took that ?:■;■& 
occasion to telVtfte negrO not to believe what the Communists are saying, and 
that the afierfca.^r*ter^ ; -|^'ao^ against the negro race* ■■->, -.-■- , .* ?- v ;-v, ';'-.v;: v 

\ . V" .'ifc'-'-v:; -^^'fe^fe.^"^^ ■ ■: ' ■;,■'.->•:■■ '*" - <■' v^>-^-^-w|\:^r*\ . ^f**>;-^.-; 

SMITH told *he group that he hopes the America Hirst Party will hot; v 
be necessary, and tna%^e republicans will nominate a man whom they can sup-" 
port; that is, ^omepne^b^rthan WILLKIE. He then appealed to the Republican •£ 
Politicians in the^aAdle*^^ tide is running and pointed out to r - 

them thaVh* >';M'-1i£i^lA3^^r^e^£ powerful force with which they should con-/ 
cern themselves end. elif^j&emseXves with their group* He warned the Bepubli^ t 
cans a^ainst'aelling themjout, saying •if you do so, we will hold our conrexw^ 
tion, maybe In Saint j_Lo^^.vea^;-«ominate "the/ Spirit^of Saint Louis** He said, 
the Republicans can have J&e America Pi ret votes7^M r ^«"thel>embcrats' votes," 
,if they turn t^r^^lkej to" men like WEELBR and ££ARK* • e K m /'. : J:^\&t : ^it& 

~y*,. li.. - ^i ^^^W^^ x< ^ : -- :: -•■'' '-' v"^-v\^"^/^^K-^h;---^^ 

".: ., r : ,^- SO^ti^-^^^V^ijaai^/^o be definitely against WUXKIE and eeld'?& 
that Communism has its/spafeaman in the Vice-president of the United States* 
He pointed out that r s^the^th Anniversary of the October Revolution in Hew 
Tork in, Jovemher, 
impeachment. : !He 
the disciplee^o 
1st. 
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vy* 



WAj&^walr^he main speaker* He called for 'iJdlMC&^&S?"-"'-'' 
it^4b^^^rnment in Washington is shot through rtil$'0$$i}$& 

Whoa he classified as a Coamu^^" ' ^*i^ 
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of Harvard 
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w*e Introdieed '.tie" the' student b^'t^iHjJi^c 
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are Communists, tried to break up the meeting* 

SMITH also said that he was against being sucked into a world gov- 
ernment and being brought back into the British Bnpire. He told of how the 
British nere trying to interfere with American politic s« 

He referred to DEiapSHITH, former head of the Standard Oil Company, 
who had spoken on Ka stern Imperialism, both on the part of the Japanese and 
the British. 

SMITH went into some detail in the plans for the world government, 
and exhibited the flag which the Internationalists have designed. He attack* 
WALT^WINCHELL, and told his audience to read Senator JOHN RANKIN'S speech 
in congress. He said "if Jewish statesmen want to check anti-Semitism, they 
should choke that rat who is doing more to spread it than anyone else in the 
United States." 

SMITH gave out a definition of victory in 1944 > which he has repeat- 
edly set out in his publication and other places. He also brought out the did 
ficulties which his son has had in the army because his name is GERALD L. K. 
SMITH, and also the fact that his son is not an officer because of this* 

SMITH said °I know it is a boldness that borders on danger. I know 
I ri&k my safety in the presence of bureaucratic tyrants who are playing all 
the tricks to silence this fearless voice.. ..they know if the truth is let oul 
they will not remain in power. •• .they can't stand this truth.... the only way 
they can stay in power Is to silence those who speak it (truth)." 

SMITH then told how the veterans cannot hope to be given any con- 
sideration* through ROOSEVELT, and how the present administration would rather 
spend billions of dollars in foreign countries than to give the veterans what 
is their due. He said "we must save the nation's wealth for our veterans. I 
would not trade one wounded veteran for all the Mexicans in Mexico, all the 
Brazilians in Brazil, all the Argentianans in Argentina, or all the Chinese : 
China." 

He asked the audience if they would like for him to bring to Saint 
Louis* CLARE HOFFMAN or^lJEPS. JUJNDEEN, or possibly jGERAU) P. NYE, and they an- 
swered in the affirmativeV~-n*e forgot the name of the large hall in the Munic: 
pal Auditorium, and aske<| McCULLCUGH, the "Post Dispatch? Treporter, who was a: 
ting in the front row, what it is "called* 

SMITH then started taking up his collection and explained how this 
is tone. He furnished everyone with an envelope and pencil, and they could p 
in the envelope as much money as they wanted, and also could write on the f ro- 
of it how much money they would like to donate every month. He told the peop" 
about his way of organizing, explaining that he did not elect people to offic* 
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because these people would then be harassed, and his enemies would go around 
and have these people fired from their jobs and persecuted. In his way of 
organizing, (SKALD L. K. SMITH "will take the heat and keep it off the people," 

SMITH said "the bureaucrats thought after Pearl Harbor they would 
use the war to imprison us. They thought they would call us Nazis and trait- 
ors and divisionists* They thought they would use those circumstances to 
strike us under the belt.* He also said "they thought they would lock up all 
Nationalists like tLINDBERGH, HENRJ>PCRD, ' NYE, _ WHEELER, and myself, but they 
can*t do it. There are too many of us. We are America." (applause) "If they 
do strike down this fearless voice and let me rot behind the filthy walls of 
a concentration camp, they will not gain, because the blood of the martyrs is 
seed of the church, and for every (2RAID L. K. SMITH they put down, 1000 will 
rise up to haunt these bureaucratic tyrants* Freedom will not die. Give me 
liberty or give me death." (applause and shouts of " f atta boy, CERAID"). 

STITH then continued with his collection, and all the time that the 
. collection was going on, he kept up a running line of chatter. -He called upon 
"-X «J(£EfHJCQE§raiS and other volunteers, including JMRS^^SMJTH and MBS*-J£H£BCK, to 
v ^ help collect the envelopes. He advised that everyone who gave a dollar* or 
^ more would receive a copy of the book,-4*n*d So They Indicted Me," by G. EDWAED 

-XJ0NES. He advised that for every dollar they would get one book, so that if a 
' person gave $5*00 he would get five books. He advised that this may be the be- 
ginning of a great movement which sweeps the country, and they may want to have 
something which they can save for the years to come and show that they were a 
founder of this Cruaade. It is the "gold seal America First certificate," and 
everyone who pledged $1*00 a month or more would get one. The seal has upon 
it a picture of GB0BGB WASHINGTON, He said that anyone who didn't want to give 
their name should just write "money" on the envelope. He also distributed a 
petition calling for Congress to help the veterans. This program is "One Thous- 
and Dollars for Each Veteran*" 3UTH also distributed copies of "The* Cross and 
The_Flag" and copies of R/n^UCKERJS article. He had everyone stand and face 
the flag in order to pledge allegiance* He explained the various ways in which 
the flag can be saluted-^the military salute, the hand over the heart, and the 
outstretched hand with the palm up* He explained to the audience that they 
should salute with the palm up and not with the palm down, which is the Fascist 
salute. He pointed out that the "Star Times" would take a picture of them if 
they used the Fascist salute and would harass them. After the pledge of alleg- 
iance, he had the audience stand as they were and recited the Lord's Prayer* 

He closed with thanking the audience for its hospitality, saying that 
he and MBS. SMITH have had so much persectuion and harassment, they are grate- 
ful for the cordial reception they received in Saint Iauis* He ended saying 
"God bless you. God bless and save America. Goodnight*" There was scattered 
ft&tlS handdapping* 

■ Vfe ; v ^ e audience became a little restless during the collection which took 
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a considerable time, and there was a definite let-down in the enthusiasm 
once the collection started* However, there was no concentrated effort to 
leave the hall, but it must be noticed that SMITH any number of times mentioj 
ed during hi a speech that the Communists, New Dealers, or anyone else who goi 
mad oould leave at any time they wanted to. The meeting dosed at 10:25 p.y, 
The detail* of this meeting were made available through Confidential Source 
#1. Further details of this meeting will be set out later in the report. 
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_ advised thattPS*JX3HBBCK was interested in seeing hen 
her f amiOy would react to the meeting, as they are against this sort of thing 
She said that they represent the "smug" group, SMITH commented to her that 1 
is not a disgrace to stir up the rabble and quoted the Bible to the effect th 
"Jesus Christ was condemned because he stirreth up the rabble." 

HI, Activities of GERALD L, K. SMITH In 

" ; v ~ Saint Louis on February 18. 194^ 

I ^dMdthatipEEI.,MUEIiHi (phonetic), the attorney, 

and a friend or^ ■ was rery drunk and went to see SMITH on the 

morning of Febru&rylS^OTuHe told SMITH that he did not think very much 
of his^aking up any collection at the meeting and thought he should eliminat* 
that, \ padvised that when MUELLER gets drunk, he curses quite a bit, and di 
so with SMITH, However, SMITH took no offense and "kidded him along," MUELLER 
ran in a congressional race in Missouri and claims that he ran a close third, 
but was sabotaged by the Catholics and the Social Justice group, 
was supposed to get some money from Father COUGHLIN, but did not 
LEE has known MONTGOMERY tor about five years and said that^M 
his Job at the City Hall. MUELLER claims that he is the one who 
Job. MUELLER is forty-one years of age, has worked as an electric! 



Be claims he 
get it. MUEL 

\ go t/MQNTG CKE 
got j II his 



ents are American born, an^ie, hi mself, gradua ted from Saint Louis University 
Law School, MUELLER told ■ (that ■ Bwas at the meeting last night 

and liked it, SMITH toldHUELI&t tnatS Bwas at the meeting, but becaus 

of his Job at the City Hall, SMITH did fio^xplct him to become involved in th« 
America First Party, SMITH asked MUELLER whether there were any <0ld Republicai 
wheel horses" there, but MUELUiR told him "no,* .v 

"■ trnwrnwiw* "" V-' 

■ ■ advised that SMITH gave MOTHER a big build-up, and told him to 

come back when he was sober. Throughout MUELLER'S talk with SMITH, he contin- 
ually asked SMITH, "what are you aiming at?" He repeated this question so much 
that it apparently became embarrassing to SMITH, and SMITH said that he would 
talk to him about it when MUELLER ! S mind cleared up^jmTH reminesced with 
MUELLER abou t the HU EY LONG days and also mention©^ | and the two brother* 
(possibly th4| (brothers) who helped put on a meeting in 1935* 



yii 




advised that SMITH inquired oft McCUIDOUGH, the "Post 



-13- 



r 






® 




Saint Louie File Ho* 10O-6013 

Dispatch" reporter, as to what the fellow at the Jef fereon had to say. ( 
did not know the signif icance of thie remark. Id talking abouti LOiffiBgc 
hie conscientious objection status, SMITH eaid that he did not think they.:- 
should persecute those people, • McCULLCCGS, who introduced SMITH tc^SENESCH, -\. 
Editor of the "Star Times," was asked by SMITH how BENESCH liked the meeting, j;*£ 
and aleo what \ J ULIUS KLIMAI^S reaction was, '/.. ..;//.-■>,. . ^ \,/?">V-y ; 

mhriaed that a ldJfLtXmZ (phonetic) was at the meet- 
ing the night before, and probably was the one who shouted out the fact that 
America First is shown on naturalization papers, LaTALIE is retired and lives - 
with someone in Saint Louis. He pioneered in the internal combustion engine 
and taught at the Sweeny School in Kansas City* Be is about seventy-one years 
of age and ie a member of the Spanish American War Veterans, LaVALLE wears his 
America First button behind hie lapel and has worn it ever since he f iret got . 
it* LaVALLB ie become senile, but ie a great admirer of GERAIi) L* X, SMITH. • 

advised that Father AMBROSE F.T5RIFFIN, who is the Pas- 
tor of the Church oT^ne Seven Founders, 7641 Hock Hill Road, Affton, Missouri, 
greatly admires SMITH and ie also against Communism* SMITH emphasised to Fath- 
er (TIFFIN what he had done for the Catholic Church, along with HUEI LONG, in 
Louisiana* He told Father GRIFFIN how he got into the field in which he is now 
working and said he decided that "the Jewe would not keep me down*" He told V.S . 
the story that he had seen Archbishop HATES in Hew York regarding Communism and 
had told the Archbishop that he knew what wae going on in Mexico regarding the , 
plans to persecute the church and aleo knew about the Spanish situation* SMITH v 
asked the Archbishop for an intelligent understanding of his work, and the Arch- 
bishop turned him over to DAVEV4CEH.Y* - He claims that he owes much of hie .^ / 
knowledge ot "Christian philosophy as it relates to politics" to 1CKLLT. Brother 
JOHNSON in »«• York wae aesigned to SMTIH to assist him*. ; .-/ -,.*>-'?*><. ■% "¥ : '. 

. SMITH continued his story that after epending eome time in New Icrk.l > 
he deliberated a a to where it would be beat to expand his activities, and ha -;^ 
decided on Detroit, Michigan* He began broadcasting in that city, pointing out >< 
the Communist threat to this country* He pointed out that at that time. he had ■ ; 
had the support of the wealthy men who were afraid the Communists would tajca-..,; ;g\ 
their money* Father GRIFFIN told SMITH that he knows a man like that inSaint y '; 
Louis; namely, | MARTIN EEDERER, who was at the meeting last night* Father CKIF-: ; 
FIN apparently knows FEDERER quite well and described him as a ■i? er * SJOTH* V C 

, in continuing his story, said that when the war came on, these fellows (tfim ;;r,<: n; 

.manufacturers} got government contracts, and it was necessary for him to change ., 

the emphasis* SMITH said he contacted General WOOD and others in the Amerie* ; K-r 

; First Committee about the units in Ohio, etc* SetfTE *aid ,.^^*£^,**-8&Jr*-^ 

, to the war," some people deserted him* '-■'-. '';?;V*:;^ J *-"^ 
.;':■•:..•,■■:■:■■>■:?■ v.-^r- '";• ■• ' ? ■ -'•■■'■., ■■■' £ V- '■■■■ : ■ h '■ ,' :• v ■. '..- '-■--' « >''-: ' ■ > v ' ' : --* ;■ -'-* ■*-. ■'■■ '*" •■■£•; ''' -lit ' ? *V'# *'?■■ ' ' '$ A*,Vv .^■■*S" 4 . -'i i '■■ 
C'/^>''V^/M(JHkdvised that Father GRIFFIN said that he is acquainUd with two ;'-r 
i C^tholicTnurches in Detroit* Fathex^eXli ie P&stor at one, and mheivBOSBORGK 
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is at the other. SMITH told hijn that his office manager in Detroit, URjkJttMAN, 
is a devout Catholic, and SMITH thinks very highly of him, SMITH also mention- 
ed that they were the guests at breakfast of someone by the name o£H5*BRIEN. 
He claimed that he is a good friend of JOHlrtcGILL, head of the Knights of Col- 
umbus, SMITH told of hearing a Fathei^HfiKELL> who epent some time in Spain and 
came back to the United States to tell of his experiences, and SMITH was so im- 
pressed with his story, he devoted an entire radio address to it, whereupon the 
"Jewish Gestapo o£ Chicago took him to task.* 
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learned that SMITH inquired o£ Father GRIFFIN as to how he gets 
along witlTTnr. MAIER, wk is "working up our alley." SMITH said that MAIffi'S 
personal secretary came to him last night after the meeting with some message 
from MAIER. SMITH told of having a meeting in Buffalo, New Tork, where he had 
a Father , 3EIEH on the platform and also mentioned that he has been at Father 
O'BRIENS church. He also submitted a manuscript to Father O'BRIEN which SMITH 
submitted to an editor of one of the newspapers, who had called his speech sedi- 
tious. He forced this editor to retract this statement* SMITH thinks highly 
of the "Buffalo News." SMITH claimed that* KUJCBELL and men like him help their 
movement, because the people know what type of an individual WINCHELL is. He 
also claimed that WINCHELL got his first automobile from DUTCH SCHULZ, a notor- 
ious gangster, and from this beginning of associating with hoodlums, he became 
a personal aid to the president of the United States as a naval officer^ !©£, 
SMITH commented that DUTCH SCHULZ had been a large contributor to the ROOSEVELT 
campaign. SMITH said "Communists are wrecking the Christian Churches from with- 
in the Jewish Fifth Column. » SMITH believes that the Jew in Russia now has 

lots of money, because ROOSEVELT is giving so much of the money away* SMITH is 
of the opinion that the people in Saint Louis want to be anti-New Deal but point 
ed out that their three newspapers are all New Deal papers. He told Father CRIF 
FIN of the attack against him by the veterans groups in Saint Louis, and said 
that this is Jewish strategy. SMITH also said that it is diabolical how WINCKEI 
is trying to get us into war with Argentina. SMITH also entered into an anti- 
Mason tirade, and told of their sinister influence against him in Michigan. 

MM advised that SMITH told the story that in 1935, when he was in 
Saint LouR^epresentatives of the Friends of New Germany came to him and told 
him that their organization had found that LONG'S assassination had been plann- 
ed in Vienna by the Jews. SMITH figured at that time that they were fanatics, 
and then when he went back to Louisiana, he did find out that HUEY LONG'S assas- 
sinators had some Vienna contacts, and he now believes that those men of the 
Friends of New Germany were correct. *.? ' 
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SMITH to inquire about his organization and also showed some doubt about *I£B - __ 
J@QK« However, SMITH reassured them that he was quite all right. These women 
told him that they were very enthusiastic workers of the America First Com- 
mittee, and one of them took care of the files and mail. SMITH explained hie 
organization! saying that their work had been one-half above and one-half un- 
derground. His organization did not elect officers because if they did so, 
these persons would be heckled, and one of the officials might even go over 
to the * enemy •*• He explained that the admission cards to the meetings have a 
code number on them, and these cards are tabulated in Detroit to determine 
which of the volunteers has been most productive. He also said that he has 
his volunteers fill out some questionnaire so that his operators can check on 
the background of the individuals. These women were very anxious to find out 
more about the organisation, and SMITH told them there were no powers behind 
him; that he was the leader of the movement, and that everything was above 
board, and that it would not be like the America First Committee which was 
filled with stuffed shirts. 



{. and 



h 



advised that one of these women asked SMITH whether he had seen 
LINDBERGH, "and he told her *yes, and he backs our idea,* She claims to per- 
sonally knowj LINDBERGH and does not feel that he would want any public office 
and does not want to campaign for him because of this* SMITH answered that he 
mentioned LINDBERGH in his speech the night before Just to use his name as a 
sample. These women, although they were for WLHKIE in the last election, are 
presently very much anti-WILLKIE. The women asked SMITH who he thought would 
be a good candidate, and he said that he was not a BRICKER man, but that BRIOC- 
ER seemed to be making some headway* He believed that McCOHMICK would not want 
to be President and allowed his name to be used just as a "nice gesture. ■ SMITH 
is not for DEWEY, because he is tired of being ruled by New Tork State and feeli 
that DEWEY did HAMILTON FISH a terrible injustice. Both of these women agreed 
with this* The women asked SMITH what he thought of NORMAN THOMAS, and he ad- 
vised that he oon aiders him an intellectual an old man. SMITH agreed with 

these women that if they had to choose between ITTTJJCIS and ROOSEVELT, he would 
vote for NORMAN THOMAS* One of these women asked all these questions, because 
her husband was very much interested* 

H further advised that during the conversation between these two » 
ffi, mention was made ofKLEIN, an attorney for Colonel sAN CTUARI, - 
who has been indicted for sedition* SMITH asked them who is the best congress- 
man in this district, and the women advised tha&j£I£ESER was, explaining that 
they are better acquainted with him than the others because he is their con- 
gressman* These women know the? DeMOOR brothers and are also acquainted with 
MARTIN FEDEHER* 

fl B stated that nhen| | gave SMITH her name, he commented 

that some people think that everyone with such a name (German name) should be * 
liquidated* These women also furnished SMITjMjithawritten list of names and 
said that an especially good worker was fl Bwho resides on Copelin * 

Avenue in Saint Louie* 
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SIXTH advised thatch* does not expect much from prominent people, I 
and this is one of the reasons why the America First Committee did not oaks * 
success* He advised that he JiadrGBQ&E JSEKjEBt on the platform in order to 
show them that he did not want stuffed shirts but was making an appeal to the 
ordinary working class *; SU3Mrfai^Jbat#Hg^ FGBD is an .admirer of ais," and 
told a story about FCEDlS gec^g i gg^poee" jmae ifajoesigjf STtj^gf (?), ask* 
ing SMITH to drop by* , fg? 








v-/~ SMITH told these women about his organisation, saying that he i« >f ■ * 

against having volunteers do his regular work because under the guise of volun- 
teers the "enemy comes in and reads his mail, etc*" 9CTTH advised that he sends 
out from 8,000 to 10,000 pieces of literature werj day, and that each piece '■'..;>?■- 

. discloses something against the New Deal. He advised that he ie always getting 
new names* He explained to the women how LOHBECK had been ; selected, and said ^..;5>V 
that a newspaper reporter, who had been a member of thej America First Committee,'? * 
had O.K.'D LOHBECK (this is probably^ UcCULLOUCH)* SMITH also told the women' < »■:'.; 
about how he gets expenses, in that the humble people send in their dollar e^and 
cents. One of the women told SMITH that the GermaarCBhsul in s^nt^Louis^ad v ^ 
sen^money to the America First Committee (some mention may have been made about Ly, 

M Mot the German KafcasBy' coming to America First .poma&ttee meetings)* 

Botno^These women said that*; it would have caused them very much trouble had ; 
it become known that the German^ Consul was sending the money* ;} .\* ^;: : \ ; ,//--V !• 



v . 



b 



t"'i"," 




it was learned that among others/ JSfifl- J a f\ 
IALD LOHBECK and Subject SMITH had a r#'Y 



?'■ *V";.- ■' ." Through' 

TIN FEDERE3V REMB^fToriSAil ^ffiTH, and«DONALD_IX)HBECK and Sub j< 
lengthy conversation. FE&E&Ht explained tha^ather^j^FFIN/told him to come ■':- '% 
and also explained that he is^ig ood friend of Senator CLABK* Mention was made 
that CLARK is an admirer of ■■jfiflEt tfi^»\. SMITH, told a rather long story, of him-; 
self testifying before the" Lend-lease hearing in Washington, D. C. He explain- 
ed how he was not harassed by "the Chairman of this Lend Lease hearing, C0NHAU& 
because he had something on CGSNAIXT, SMITH said that he would run an article 
by C^AHNIKfiT*OIIACKV>lfe Planned It that Way," which some magazine was afraid 
tojxibHsh^::.-^^ ' ' ' >l ---—-■ 






.5* ?-" 



*.-*■ 



! V. 



Mention was made of raforAHPEBS OIL nfto lost- ^ » 17^,0 station because^ 
jbe_jirjuikJbeav^ 

This _pe_ra^iJ.a^al«MttMi^^ h * »?» . 

"JCB^ORSHAW, former head of the^^lca JiratXcwnlttre,,A-Xgw Jte^ago^ho 

has some lawsuit.^ on '"hie 3*ande/ — J »™^~« *--* *■!—•. ^- «- a.««***i- - 



.ain'st FC51SHAW. FEDERER and 
mittee, and they talked about 
what SMITE has in kind, and 
appointed in the America FirjttflE 



:m- 



^ama^^msx^t^ definitely e^hTv* 

#e>e* co-workers in the . AmerTca* First Com- V 
(£*dr FED^ER w*ur el^o^a«d.ous-to f ind; out 
»3SS "ie^inaawuch aejie was greatly" cXe^/^fc 

l§a follow a s . '/ ( 1) ' Convince the people thai;;^ Vjf- ; 
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that he can encourage these people (2) Crusade in journalism &s everyone has 
| stopped publishing, but 'he has started putting out his magazine (3) To emphas- 

ize the truth, stating that there were some people who did not want to turn 
the country over to the British or the Communists (4) Lay the foundation Tor 
an insurgent party "which has the guts to put an ultimatum before the Repub- 
*■■■ I lican Party." In this regard SMITH advised that strategists of the Republi- 

X ^ \ can Party hare come to him and begged him not to go too far with his movement 

and assured him that they were going to nominate a good man* SMITH advised 
that he does not want to split the Republican Party (5) To endorse the Republi- 
can candidates in other offices, hoping to place Republicans in local and na- 
tional jobs* 

SMITH also explained that if they are betrayed by the Republican Partj 
(meaning if WHUCIE is nominated), they will form the America First Party and 
work for 1946» 



, ROBERT GIUIAN SMITH visited M3HTRAT, the Editor of the "Globe Demo- 
$&}£' > crat," earlier in the day, and told CERAIJ) L. K. SMITH that RAT was all for 

a SMITH* Honever, it was brought out that RAI, himself, had not said very much, 

\ but had just agreed with some of the things that#R, G,^ SMITH had saixU 

v The group discussed the coming elections and mention was made that 

W&g ^iaNNEDT is a personal friend of? BURTON WHEELER, SMITH said t hat JflffiELER told 

' him a!3 about KENNEDY. FEDER5R mentioned a man by the name offl M who is 

^•'■- ^ an American Legioi^man, and said that he was at the meeting laswu^ff; LOHBBCJ 

commented that! |is anti-British and anti-ROOSEVELT. ^FEDEEJH mentioned 

that-BflRHAHDT was^^^^lemakjr. This fellow is also Dj|S^^^^^gionnaire» 
LOHBECK said that J Iwas an organizer for 1 V LOHBBCK 

also mentioned BILk-SCTJjXY, the oil man o^^c^^oma, and PHILLIPS, the oil man 
j from Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and the mwgj^ JLs also mentioned* LOHBECK an 
^ FEEERHt believe that it would be well for them to get together to think up all 
) O the names of the individua^ytoojare formerly sympathetic with their movement* 
It is to be noted that ■ per e not acquainted with all of the names mei 







Lvidua^ajhojer 
Lt| P 

know the signif: 



" tioned, nor did they knew the significance of these individuals* 

L r ~~ j IOHHBCK brought up the point of possibly having an intermediary meetii 

t;; someplace in South Saint Louis for possibly about 1,500 people. 1 He suggested t! 

1 Triangle Park. 



U 



SMITH commented aboutj m } and LOHBECK said that he is a goo 

man. SMITH explained thatB pEecauseof his job at the City Hall, cannot 
ytfS actively support the Americarlrst Party, and suggested that there be formed th< 
cs Independent Republicans. 

Wftm FEDERER cl***®* close friendship with WALTHrTODSSER, and said that 

- -^ ^ PL0ESER has changed somewhat and he does not want to do anything that will pre- 

judice his political future* 



'-'&$ 



- 18 - 



( 



%J 




v> 



raj 



^ 










Saint Louis File No. 100-4013 



SMITH stated that DBTCY spoke in favor of hi* (SMITH) before Pearl 
Harbor. He mentioned that he has the balance of power in two states which 
J ara.JIflgded_ for succeas in a national election. He also mentioned the names, 
Bj| B aad SA M . He mentioned these individuals as 

iTKTn^Tnea^^^^^^^^^^ 

SMITH said "the government is not worth a damn* We 1 11 have to build 
an entire new government on men like LCHBBCK. We'll make it that LOHBECK will 
be better known than, PLQESES. If we had a thousand preachers like Preacher 
SMITH here and a thousand priests like /Father (2IFFIN, we would be able to ac- 
complish our purposes. The best man in the United States Senate ie/GERAIE NYE* 
I love NYE. We have exchanged many long, personal letters." SMITH told of a 
meeting which he had arranged for NYE under the name, "Independent Republicans" 
in Ohio. However the head of the National Republican Committee in North Dakota 
is a Jew by the name of STEHN, and pressure was brought to bear upon NYE^ so 
that he had to call off this meeting. 

Regarding the building up of the government on men like^LOHBECX, SMITH 
elaborated on this as to how new speakers and new leaders must be built up from 
the ordinary men in their movement. SMITH also said that they would have to 
\form Veterans Committees, in order to "catch them as they come out of the, ser- 
vice." He said "we must build the leaders out of the soil." SMITH explained 
that RAT DANIELS of the "New York Times", London Department, had told him when 
he was interviewed that the men who are in the army in England are very discour- 
aged, and that *11 of them would join the f America First Committee. 

SMITH explained how/ EARL SOUTHARD is trying to get RUb'H HDIT to make 
speeches for him, but HOLT has not 'agreed to this to date. SMITH believes that 
the most courageous men are/ HOFFMAN, ,*REYN0UX5, and NYfc. 

' FEDERER recommended that SMITH see rfte^pQR of the. Social Justice move- 
ment, and called him on the telephone and arranged for DeMOOR to come down to 
the hotel in the evening. 

'advised that FEDERER andifi, G. SMITH were great- 
ly impressed wilfc SMll'H, and b6th men feel that the United States had to get in- 
l to the war when it was attacked, but they feel that if a different policy had 
' been followed before the war, it would have kept the United States out, and the 
*Q Japanese would not have attacked us. FEDERSl explained that he had worked for 
ROOSEVELT'S election in 1932 and 1936, but now gets sick of hearing his name. 
FEDERSl holds an absorbing hatred for ROOSEVELT* 

^advised thatlJQSERLW. KOESTEBS is antl-ROOSE VELI, anti- 
Administration, and anti-Jewish. KQESTERS is of the opinion that ROOSEVELT has 
a devil 1 s influence on this country. KOESTERS said that everyone said the meet- 
ing was "wonderful." KOESTERS and LOHBBCK talked about the draft, and KCEST31S 
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told LOHBECK "you are nit bin the law; everything has been done legally* ■ He 
explained that he, himself, was rejected because of high blood pressure (it 
was actually psych one uro sis). 

jKOESTEES .had a district zone air raid warden take SMITH from the 
meeting to his hotel, and the newspaper men took a picture of the automobile* 
He said this man had talked about the meeting all the way home (this man is 

hi 




J advised that KOESTHIS, ILCHBECK, and SMITH were all satisfied 
with the meeting on the previous night, and SMITH explained that meetings are 
more difficult now than in the^ America First Committee days, because of (1) 
coercion and intimidation (2) transporation (3) night shifts and occupations* 

During general conversation about their "enemies," KOESTERS made 
the remark, "all those war mongers." KOESTERS heard from a friend of his that 
Mayor KAUFFMAN was at the meeting* A friend of KOESTERS by the name oj 
who isbelieved to have a job at the City Hall, told the mayor about th< 
infc. I |eeenied to be enthusiastic about it* LOHBECK said that two men 

came tonimand said "don't let SMITH get away from the Republican Party." 



hl& 



This group engaged in general conversation, according to! I and * 

SMITH commented "sell the bonds to all the sheenies and then repudlafethe debt*" 
It is SMITH *S idea that we should reach; out and take all the British Islands in 
the Caribbean on the theory of "islands for debts*" SMITH was very interested 
to ascertain the percentage of Jews and percentage of Germans living in Saint 
Louis* He inquired if all the Germans are ant i- Jewish* He could get no defin- 
ite answer, but LOHBECK commented that the Jews around here have been the ob- 
noxious type, ana that we ^Sfc-taSftJ^pt of refugees. KOESTERS told the story 
of a fellow by the name QJ ^K^'^SIBB *bo worked for the "Post Dispatch" and 
was a Bund member* KQESTE^^wenTouTwith him a number of times and believes t>*7 
that he is a Jewish refugee* In their further comments about the Jews, SMITH 
said that CUFTOlt^ADAMAN of "Information Please" has advocated the liquidation 
of the German race, and LOHBECK also quotes FADAMAN as saying "we must learn to 
hate the German race*" SMITH commented "they are a bunch of criminals, but I 
think there are some good Jews." KOESTERS Said "very few," and SMITH replied, 
"yes, that's right. They all stick up for each other* Bren the good Jews will 
stick up for the Jews." He also said "if I call one Jew a Jew bastard, they 
call me anti-Semitic." , v 

KOESTERS told the story of a friend of his who is a bricklayer from 
the Old Country (this ia possibly one of the air raid wardens who works with 
KOESTERS). KOESTERS spoke in a slurring manner of fellows who are enthusiastic- 
ally trying to get into the army and navy and told the story of one young fellow 
he knows who was all enthused about getting into the navy^w^^owthat he has 
been in it, does not like it very much. He also told of ■ ^ who had to 

go into the army, although he was very much opposed to IwHa^p^sed to the 
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Unite d State s entering the *ar._ KOESTEpS and this fellowj ■ both knew 
t he German/ Coxxa ulate (the $a.is\tjpuia Office conducted an in- 
[on onW Bwhich has shown that he has been extremely pro- 

Nazi in the pasTj^«|Haavieed that mention was made of the fact that 
of the German Consulate came to^ America First meetings and enjoyed hearL.. w 
what was going on. This conversation had been on the topic of German people, 
and SMITH asked "when we were at peace, was it any worse to be a friend of the 
German Consul than the British Consul?" 

'LOHBECK explained that the former sympathizers of the America First 
Committee iiTSaint Louis were completely cut off from other parts of the coun- 
try until SMITH came along; and the publicity has worked out fine, inasmuch as 
it has consolidated the people, and they now can again work for the cause* ■■'.: 

SMITH said "the word Fascist is innocuous it means nothing." SMITH then told 

of a boy who was a senior in high school who sent the president some hot letter 
calling it a Jew Deal, etc., and also commenting about going into the war. He 
sent SMITH a copy of his letter. SMITH reprimanded the boy for having written 
this letter. He said that the boy had written to the president that he was 
going to war, but when he came back he was going to jam a red hot poker down 
his throat. Within ten days the federal authorities had indicted this boy, and 
the community, which is apparently close to Detroit, congratulated the young 
fellow and made a hero of him. The United States Commissioner told the young 
fellow to go into the army. SMITH has now gotten letters from the boy saying 
that he is working for a screwball, a major in the army, who was formerly a news- 
paper man, and is always wanting to make a deadline. He says that this major is 
"hep on charts" and is always diagnosing things. The young fellow says it is . 
like working in a bug house as thsy have a deadline every day and are not ^t-. 
ting any place* 



% 



'*«* 




that he 
that a 



fl (advised that SMITH told'j£QESIEBS fS^t^ . .. 
looked uponnim as one of the pillars of this movement. K 
brother, who is a bachelor, and a sister, who is an old maid, of JOSEPH T. 
SCHROEDER, who once ran for Congress and is now dead, were at the meeting the 
previous evening. They live at 44— Clamerack (phonetic) Drive. He knew that 
they hated the administration, so he sent them invitation cards. After the 
meeting, MR. SCHRGEDER came to KOESTEBS and shook his hand, saying "we cannot 
thank you enough for sending that card." KOESTERS alsomro^hed that LOU M0U- 
SHAY wants one of the Jones books. He explained that ■ ■organized all of 

the air raid wardens in the whole district, and both nTandSMITH agreed that ' 
he must have some organizational ability and it would be well to work him into •/ 
■' their organization. - *' ■■ .;■* - ,- ,-' V '.'■;-->*' ;..-; : "■/..■ 

, '.'' They got on the subject of the draft, and KOESTERS again told that he 

« turned down because of high blood pressure* At this point, according to 
|*MR5 f LQHBECK asked "don't you want to fight for FRANKIE?" KOESTEiS answer- 
hai he "never was for this mess and feels that it could have been avoided, . ; 
but it was those in Washington who got us into it, ;■ \>- : ;'.- '. '.■'"' --'[' '.-}\<iy< '." 
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I advised that the group sat around and admired GERAID U K. SCETH, 
^^^in^MTTH himself and he told them how he handles hecklers and has nev- 
frtfen^!^^ HeCld of up and -^orators such a3,Hmg am, 

S .XKs Senln Chicago and Detroit to .pMk. He ~»»i<£*9H* 
sJStH another good apeakar «ho talks on the science of empire building. 

' /K0H?TEES said that the Social Justice group in Saint Louis is ■adeup 

ass £«Kissjaarjrj?ie"«?ss. skr> 

do anything. 
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^^^^^^^__^ came to the Saint Louis Office and advised that he leam 
ed thatj ■ a Methodist preacher who lives in Webster^&jQj^^^Missouri, 

and*J ^53 spent some time with MR, and MRS. SMITH* ■ Wk is very 

frienm^atnGovernor IXiNNELI^^Missouri, who is also from WeDsterGrOves* 
When SMITH started telling^ (about the Republican leaders^^Saint Louia 

who have come and asked himnotTostart an insurgent party, VI inquired 
ae^to the identity of these Republican individuals, and SMITH answered "MR. 
^CUEENY.* (QUEKNY is head of the Monsanto Chemical Company). However, SMITH 
did not enumerate any others* 



fc — 



L promin* 



[ said that SMITH told thel 

national prominence through the assassination" 
sec uted by v arious investigation^ which werj 
The ■ (are acquainted with' 

•evlBrTT wl 



Shrel 



who the SMITHS claim 




about hi a being catapulted into 
f LONG, and how he has been per- 
d by President ROOSEVELT. 
, a Southern Methodist in 
theirs also* SMITH told 



en< 



the J fche story of his association with HUEY. LONG and the details of 

LOM^^^ssassination, pointing out how the assassination was plotted by the 
ROOSEVELT clique. 



It was learned thro 
on his side « However, MRS. SMIT 
she is different. She never was...,* 



\xgM Ihat SMITH thought that the J If 
MITiRaid "he was on our side to star^otn. 



were 
but 




fy.Vsx 



IV. Activities of (SRALD L. K, SMITH in Saint Louis ' 
on February 19. 1944 

'advised that while SMITH and fLQKBEEK were In the lobby 
of the Statler Hotel, '"they learned that GovernopieflCrONSTAlIj of Massachusetts 
happened to be visiting in Saint Louis, SMITH commented that they had been 
playing "fox and geese" with Governor SALTONSTALL. There is no indication that 
there was a meeting between SALTONSTALL and SMITH. 

jtated that SMITH planned his coming meeting in Saint Louis as a 
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Midwest Conference and Rally, and UOHBBCK said that they have lots of contacfc 
in the neighborhood of fifty to seventy-five miles. SMITH gave LCHBECK a pep 
talk and glorified their place and position in relation to the upbuilding of 
the United States, and SMITH compared himself and KHBECK with the -stalwart 
men of the past.« 

SMITH outlined the advertising for the coming meeting as follower 

Midwest Conference and Rally America First Party National Lexers to be 

present including Captain CARL SOUTHARD of Chicago, *RS, JBUST LUND2EN, GERALD 
L K. SMITH — In Kiel Auditorium" Opera House; Director, DON LQHBECK; Chairman 

of Committee on Arrangements, JOST-KOESTERS A local committee of $00 has been 

formed. SMITH told«LQHSECK to get that to the United Press which snaps up 
everything on him, and also to the I.N#S# 

The records of the Statler Hotel show that the SMITHS checked out at 
11*00 AJ1. on February 19, 1944, and the transportation desk records show that 
they took a train to Chicago. 

V. Further Details Concerning SMITH'S Speech 
on February 17, 1944 . 




Information was received that the audience was generally made up 
of older people, and there were a number of peopletherejho spoke with a Ger- 
man accent and were of German extraction. Agent ■■■V advised «»*,; ™ » 
heard one woman say that SMITH -sounded Just ^™^™t' ^J^tlW 
advised that one of the women who got up and announced she had a son and wo 
nephews in the army was a MRSr^ACKEY (phonetic). 



ivlsed that ht 



iwo women, one oi 



torn was 



Agent 
was 

5mpa rd^nT"of%MmWmM W 8poke%'ith a definite German accent, 
AgentBHHHBStention that there was present a 
KUHT, whoispossibly in the army # 



who 

xese 
It also came 
•who has a 




advised that he observed an individual wt 
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^^^^^^^^^ e Ger- 

,- cBBWugus^TJ 1936, is as follows: 



man language newspaper, "Westliche F v « w , «~. — — — - -*-'--'-- . , T „.+ 4^. 
"AUGUST IS«ffilTZLER, State Supervisor for the^tional Union for Social Justice 
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advised that Reverend-TJCUGHLIN »ould be__present at a mass meeting on Sunday, 
August 23, to be held at the" arena." 



>e pre 



The various material passed out at this meeting is as follow sj 

(1) Copies of "Ifae# Cross, and the Flag." 

(2) Petition to Confess in behalf of war veterans. 

(3) Copy of , RAY TUCKER'S article about SMITH. 

(4) Envelopes of the America First party in which 
donations were collected. These envelopes had 
space where the individual could show how many 
dollars he wanted to give every month to help 
carry on the organization activities necessary 
to the founding of the America First Party and 
also space for the individual's name, address, 
and telephone number. 

(5) Remarks ofj BURTON K. YMEEI£R of Montana entitled 
"The Balance "of Power in Europe," as presented to 
the United States Senate 11-16-43. This was printed 
by the U. S. Govt. Printing Office in Washington, 
but is shown "not printed at government expense.* 

VI. Miscellaneous 

Inasmuch as SMITH had announced that he intended to ask for the 
opera house for March 3D, 1944, ISAAC HEDGES, Chairman of the Municipal 
Auditorium Commission, held a hearing on the application of GERALD L, K. 
SMITH'S America First Party for the use of the auditorium and invited the 
veterans organizations to attend. Protests against renting the auditorium 
to SMITH and his Party were presented by JETEjrftlRAVAIXE, Chairman of the 
Post Comnanders Conference, American Legion; NEA1~GPAAIE0, Chairman of the 
Americanism Committee, American Legion; # PIUSD MIG, Americanism Chairman Veter- 
ans of Foreign Wars; MORRIfe^STONE^^Oewish War Veterans, and H3tBEEtfUBa*JAMIN, 
State Secretary of the Communist Party. The commission, however, permitted 
SMITH the use of the auditorium, pointing out that the local sponsors are citi- 
zens of Saint Louis and therefore entitled to the use of the public facilites 
of the city* 

There is some indication that the opera house will not be available 
for March 30, however, the convention hall is available on that date. 



It has been d etermined thai 
report of Special Agent 
as a man interested in 
station in ©-and Rapids, Michigan* 




e man named 4 KELLY, mentioned in the 
Saint Loui seated January 28, 1944* 
stations, is the owner. of a radio 
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ENCLDSURES; 



To Detroit Office*, 



( (1) Mimeographed letter dated Feb- 
ruary 19, 1944, on stationery 
of America First Party and sign- 
ed fay/!^AULU3J£B&j Temporary 
Chairman, Saint Louis Committee. 

(2) Handbill advertising SMITH'S 
speech in Saint Louis on February 

17, 1944 

(3) Petition to Congress in behalf 

of war veterans. 

(4) Collection envelope used by SMITH 
at his meetings. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAPS 

THE DETROIT FIKT.T) DIVISION 
AT DETROIT. MICHIGAN 

Will furnish the Saint Louis Field Office with a list of the in- 
dividuals in the Saint Louis district and vicinitj who subscribe to SMITH «S 
"TheiCross and the Flag," or individuals in this area to whom he sends his 
material, if such a list is available* 



Will chec^the^ileof the Detroit Field Division to determine 
the identity oflj ■fr^y«ho^McCUUX)UGH, the "Post Dispatch" re- 

port erjrece^e^TPWffSr^DOuSl ■ of Detroit* It may be possible 

that^BMBBB was furnish ing McWLLOT^Rffia^ne thought was confidential in- 
formal "| |and McCULLOUGH, in turn, has passed it on to SMITH. 



THE SAINT LOUIS FIELD DIVISION 
AT SAINT LOUIS. MISSOURI 



w 
Tnec 



Will ascertain whether 
was contacted by SMITH, or 
call. 




Will keep in touch with the developments of this movement in Saint 
Louis and the individuals connected with it. 

Will conduct an investigation regarding all of the individuals men- 
tioned in the Saint Louis reports in this file and correlate the information 
in the individual files of the various subjects. 

Will determine from ONI Just what investigation they are conducting 
in this case, especially as to any contact they may have had with the "Post 
Dispatch" reporter, McCULLOUGH, and whether they are using him as an informant. 

M tf 1M 

■nc m ■ 

One copy of this report is being sent to the Oklahoma City Field Divis- 
ion for information, inasmuch asfRSJBERT GUiiAN SMITH, who has contacted Sub- 
ject SMITH, claims his permanent residence is Tulsa, Oklahoma, and also the fact 
that GERALD L* K. SMITH is sending large quantities of his material to a Preach- 
er jWJ2HEE»~ who broadcasts from radio stations in Oklahoma and is known as the 
"Radio Minister of the Southwest." 
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INFORMANTS 

^nnrr. fl of Information #1 ie a recording of ^° entir % M6 "^. 
on February 17, 1W/ which was made^throuih^hej^fying system of the ^ ? 



Municipal Auditorium by Special Agent 



^^^^^ Special Agent 

«* wvw ^ JoHHiext to SMITH'S suite, 
without the aid of any listening devices. 



^T uno was stationed in 
feard the conversations ^j7$ 



--""I 
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Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. 
The America First Party 
INTERNAL SECURITY G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 



Dear Sir: 



There is bein 
information obtained from 
is known to the Bureau, during 
1944. 




the substance of 

whose identity J? 7i> 
20 through May 8, 




i Informant advised that SMITH has been in contact with 

GERALD AviNRCD, one of the defendants in the sedition case presently 
being £ried in Washington, D# C, and that SMITH apparently had been 
inquiring of WINROD as to the progress of this case and expressing 
the hope that the outcome would be satisfactory for WINRQDt **y!! i ? 

Theinforman^tate^further that htTwas under the 
impression thatfl ^n acquaintance of SMITH, was 

apparently stayi^^BWasJtingtonTD. C, for the purposeo^eport 
ing to SMIIH the progress of that particular trial.™ (has 

been in contact with SMITH on several occas^ns durin^xneabovej 
mentioned period and on these occasions fl Bhas advised SMIT6 

as to the status of the trial. ^^^^» 

It is also being noted at this time that during the 
entire course of the above-named period SMITH has been very busily 
engaged in exchanging his opinion with others that he contacted concern 
ing the possibility of DEWEY and other potential candidates defeating 
President Roosevelt in the next presidential election, r-*, / t/r^ ~ 

SMITH has been busily engaged also in contactings |^ ^^ 

various newspapers explaining his opinion to the newspapers concerning 
WILKIE'S defeat in Wisconsin and the possibility of DEWEiiiein&Y 1^ 1944 
elected president in the event DEWEY refuses to recognise the potential 
strength of the SMITH organization. ... {— , ^ / /j(L 

EtKOOUT^-' \J& (if* 
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Director, FBI Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. 

May 9, 1944 The America First Party 

INTERNAL SECURITY G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 



j/ Along these same lines, informant advieed that SMITH in 

the last lew days has filed petitions with the Secretary of State of 
Michigan for the purpose of having America First Party placed on the 
next ballot in the state of Michigan. 

SMITH has also made arrangements for various meetings 
to be held in the month of May, said meetings to be at Cleveland, 
Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Baltimore and Philadelphia. 

Informant advised that during the time of the outbreak 
of the Montgomery Ward dispute in Chicago, SMITH dispatched a tele- 
gram of congratulations to SEWELL AVERY, operations manager for the 
Montgomery Ward Company. SMITH has commented on several occasions 
that in his opinion AVERY should be president of the United States. 
It is further to be noted that in response to the telegram sent by 
SMITH, AVERY at a later date communicated with SMITH thanking him for 
his telegram. 

SMITH has recently been in contact with JOSEPH PEW of 
the Sun Oil Company in Philadelphia who apparently is the FEW who is 
regarded as a political power in the eastern section of the United States 
and at that time PEW stated that he was interested either in the 
candidacy of DEWEY or BRTCKER whichever one came to the convention 
with the most votes. During the course of this conversation PEW did 
not seem to agree with SMITH in all of his statements and stated he 
intended to visit Washington the latter part of the month and might 
stop in to have a personal visit with SMITH. 

It was ascertained that on May J, 1944, SMITH met a 
group of his constituents in Flint and Saginaw, Michigan, with the idea 
in mind of having these individuals circulate petitions among the people 
in the northern part of Michigan for the purpose of having the America 
First Party placed on the ballot. 

Informant advised further under date of May 6 that 
information had been received indicating that SMITH was attempting to 
persuade Congressman BINDURIP (phonetic) of Nebraska to address one of 
£j$| the America First meetings although there is no indication that the 

Congressman has definitely acquiesced to this proposition. 




Very truly yours, 






JWW:M3B > * R. A. GUERIN, SAC 
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THIS CASE 0**/G(NATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



82. Mo 



REPORT MADE AT 

BUFFALO, HEW YORK 



DATE WHEN MADE 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH, with alU»#»i 
Jhe- America First Party 



CHARACTER OF CACt 

INTERNAL 8B\. 
SECURITY MAT'i. 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 



Subject and CHARLES A. MADDEN spoke at private 
westing held 5-31-44. Meeting was held at Hotel 
Statlar, Buffalo, and wat booked in the name of 
QFiATff.ES A. MADDEN, American Legion Post of Pittsburgh 
It was attended by approximately one hundred sixty- 
persons, mostly women, practically all of whom were 
members of the Economies League of Buffalo. About 
eigit members of the American Legion, Buffalo, insisted 
upon entrance to the meeting and were admitted. Upon 
adjournment of meeting. Dr. JOSEPH A. HAJTN, Erie County 
Commander of Amerioan Legion, and PAUL HAMSLEY, Erie 
County Azt*rioan Legion Americanism Chairman, challenged 
the right of MADDEN to represent himself as spoke iman 
for the Legion* which representation was denied by 
SMITH and MADDEN. Informants advise that SMITH appeared 
somewhat at a disadvantage during the oourse of his , 
speech, probably because of the unexpected visitors at 
meeting* Ecoerpts of speeches at meeting set forth. 
Subject, MADDEN and Congressman CLARE E. HOFFMAN 
scheduled to speak at Kleinhans Muslo Eall on 6-17-44. 
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of tfae^Eoonomios League, advised that a olosed meeting of "the Economics 
League Wi being held at the Hotel Stabler on Maroh 31, 1944. He stated 
that GERAL^L^K, SMITH and CHARLES A,)rtfADDEN were to be the featured 
ip6ak«rs*l K»dTiMd that invitations to the meeting had been mailed 
to the membersof the Eoonomios League, and that although he had not 
received an invitation, he understood that it was to be very restrioted in 
attendance and that it would be neoessary for those attending to present 
their oards at the door* 



re 




sed that about March 1, 1944, a 
Buffalo telephone number 
tatler and requested the use of the 

falo 




whor< 
VI telephonieally contacted the ~Hote~ 
ffflmore Room for 8t00 P.M. on March 
i one direotory 
telephone 
telephone numbe ^^^__^^^^^^ 

"CHARLES A« MADDS^^^^srTcani^^icn Post of Pittsburgh- * and revested that 
tiie room be booked in that name. He stated that seating accomodations for 
three hundred twenty-five persons were desired. Informant advised that upon 
reoeipt of this call the Fillmore Room was rented for thirty-five dollars 
rent for four hours. 





is listed for the 
that he represented 




It was subsequently ascertained from ____^ 

that "GERALD L. K. SMITH AND WIFE", 1753 Seyburn Avenue , "Detroit , Mi chigan , 
registered at the Hotel Statler on March 31, 1944, at 10t06 A.M. These 
indiTi duals occupied Room 1408. at the rate of eight dollars and twenty*five 
cents per day, and checked out of the Hotel on April 3, 1944, at 10tl5 A.M. 
Informant alBo advised that CHARLES A. MADDEN, 501 South Negley Avenue, 
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, oheoked in at the Hotel Statler on Maroh 31, 1944, 
at 9)04 A.M. MADDEN oooupied Room 1634, at the rate of four dollars and 
ninety-five oents per day and checked out of the hotel oh April 1, 1944, at 
4i47 P.M. 

Informant also advised that 



\>i& 




registered at the I^otel Statler 

IShe occupied room 1410 at the rate of six 



J??C- 



611 Uafdft oi, 1Y44, at YibY A.TU 
dollars and five oents per day, and oheoked out of the hotel on April 2, 
1944, at 5i66 P.M. The records of the Hotel Statler, aooording to informants, 
refleot that SMITH paid a to tal bill of t73.38, which included MADDEN' s bill 




flK"^PPS|j lUftjHWJT^W County Commander of the Amerioan Legion", 
1*90 Delaware Avenue, residing at 960 Amherst Street, both Buffalo, advised 
that he received information that there was a meeting booked in the name of 
a CHAKLES A. MADDEN - American Legion post of Pittsburgh* to be held at the 
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Hotel Statler on March 51, 1944, He advised that he had no knowledge that an 
official meeting of the Amerioan Legion was scheduled for Buffalo on "that 
nl#it and that he heard that eubject and MADDEN were in town and thougit that 
he should attend the meeting and find out what it wee all about* He stated 
that he, accompanied by a few other members of the Amerioan Legion, went to 
the Fillmore Room at Hotel Statler at 8«30 P.M., March 31, 1944. He advised 
that there was a woman at the door of the Fillmore Room to whom he identified 
himself and -the other members of the American Legion and told her that they 
desired to attend the American Legion meeting* The woman at the door advised 
him that it was the Eoonomics League which was holding a meeting in the Fillmore 
Room, When he advised that it was booked in the name of the American Legion 
Post of Pittsburg* and demanded that he be permitted to attend, the woman 
oalled JOSEPH H.^STOFFEL, President of the Boonomios League who lwnediately 
oame to the door and greeted W^ and invited him and his guests to attend the 
meeting. 

HAWN stated that immediately after they got inside the Fillmore Room, 
they were given ©arde which set forth at the top of the oard "The Eoonomics 
League t$t$ An Organisation to promote 'Justloe For All* Through Constitutional 
Money", and were requested to complete the oard with their names and addresses* 
He stated that -they oomplied with this and were ushered to seats ■ 

HAWN further advised that shortly thereafter STOFFEL opened the meeting 
by making a short introductory speeoh introducing GERALD L. K. SMITH. HATTN 
advised that after SMITH spoke sbout one hour, he eonoluded by introducing 
MADDEN. HAWN also stated that in view of the fact that MADDEN was app arent] 

«e himself out as representing tlie American Legion, he requested 
m a member of the American Legion delegation, to make notes of 
g* Excerpts from these notes will be set forth hereafter. HAWN also k>?u 
advised that upon conclusion of MADDEN* s address, SUITE adjourned the meeting, 
whereupon he and PAW^CAMSLLY, County Americanism Qialrman, went to the front 
of the room and challenged the right of MADDEN to represent himself as a 
spokesman of the American Legion* 

HAWN stated that several of the women in attendance at the meeting 
milled around the front of the room and he thought for a few minutes that a 
squabble migjit oeour. He stated that trouble was averted when SMITH and 
MADDEN announced that the meeting "had nothing whatever to do witii the Ameri- 
can Legion." He stated that SMITH added, "I have no idea how suoh an error 
oame to be published." SMITH then turned to HAWN and stated, "Has anything 
been said at this meeting tonight that oan be considered un-An*rieant" 
v HAWN told Reporting Agent that he felt compelled to reply in the negative and 
did so. He stated that the same question was directed by SMITH to WAMSLEY 
and that WAMSLET in some way avoided an answer* 
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HAWN estimated that about on© hundred sixty persona, mostly woman, 




atte nded the meeting . HAWN_ telephonioally contacted ™ ™ , ^ 

L who thereafter deliverecf^oTnTsorTToe^^ O d ^ 
GERALD L. K. SMITH and CHARLES A. MADDEN. 

F0 : 'i They are as follows t 

The Communist Party of Missouri was the leading opponent of 
our right to apeak in the City of St. Louis. It was led by the 
"*>._ , head of the Communist Party named HerberV'Benjamin* Herbert 

\ i Benjamin appeared before the City Council and ealdt *I protest 

&S the appearance of Gerald L. K. Smith and his leaders in 1he 

City of St. Louis* • The president of the counoil, knowing him, 
saidt 'Mr. Benjamin, if Joseph Stalin came to the City of St. 
Louis, would you be willing to haTe him speak in St. LouisT* 
Mr. Benjamin saidt *Yes, if Josejh Stalin should come to the 
City of St. Louis, we would be willing to let him speak in St. 
Louis.* He saidt *I don»t think it will hurt St. Louis.* The 
St. Louis Post-Despatch saidt *We do not agree with Gerald L. K. 
Smith on his principles but we believe there is a principle at 
f- stake* and I am pleased to say they all advocated our right to 

L, speak in the City of St. Louis. We were well satisfied in the 

: "^ City of St. Louis for it was here that Wendell Willkie had 

spoken, and we wanted to know whether we had a greater following 
than Willkie* Willkie* s meeting was advertised far and wide. We 
""' Tr ~'" sat up chairs in over-flow rooms. They put in loud speakers. 

They had a far better press; the appearance of Mr. Willkie was 
broadcast from one end of St. Louis to the other, and his appear- 
ance was publicised in all of the papers of the United States* 
When he stood up, on the night on which he was to speak, he had 
less than 700 people. Vftien I stood up to speak, and Mr. Madden 
and Mr. Arthur , former oommander of the Ameri'oan Legion 

for the State of Illinois, by actual count, not from somebody* s 
estimate, but by actual checking by meter as they came in the door, 
t we had 2189 people from 14 different states in the great central 

area* 

* * * 

I appeared in the City Minneapolis the other day in response to 
those who had testified against my right to speak in Minneapolis. 
When the witnesses were all through testifying against me— and there 
were seventeen of them— I arose and saidt 'There is not a single 
question that any witness can ask me that I am not willing to 
answer* I want to take the charges that have been made against 
my patriotism one at a time* I am going to stop if I do not answer 
each one satisfactorily and I wil not proceed to the next one until 
it is answered satisfactorily. * I went down through the charges of 
these people— most of them left wingers* 



/'. 
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If Homer Cheillaux, Chairman of the Amerioanism Committee 
of the American Legion, shall challenge my Amerioanism I will 
never ask any committee to apply for the use of the auditorium 
in my name. 

If Martin Dies, chairman of the Americanism Committee for 
"tiie lower House, will question my Americanism I will withdraw 
any application to appear in your illustrious oity. 

• * * * * 

MR. SMIffi (referring to Mr, Hoffman) saidt His activities 
have been underscored by Homer Chaillaux of the American Legion* 

***** 

Mons. O'Brien said if there was ever a christian it is Joe 
St of f el ♦ Tftien I wrote my reply to the editorial of -the Courier- 
Express, I told Mr. Stoffel to take it to Mons. O'Brien and I 
saidi 'If he don't approve of it, don't take it to ttie Courier- 
Express. • And I wrote in that lettert 'If this appears, it 
has the approval of Mons. O'Brien and Fr. Anstett.* 

***** 

Vftiy did we bring Mr. Madden here tonigvt? Because he is an 
American Legionnaire, Past Commander of his Legion Post, active in 
Americanism. Don*t you dare impugn his patriotism. He has two 
brothers, each of whom have furnished sons for this war and both 
of those sons have been killed. We asked Mr. Madden to come over 
here— in fact, Mr. Madden arranged for this room tonigit, in. order 
that he might come over and give hie testimony and review what he 
knows about our American First activities, and you are going to 
hear him here in just a very few moments* 

I am sure that w^^xy person here wants to help -foe Consul ttee 
pay the cost of this meeting. I have here something that I want 
to give everybody tonight that donates to this expense— a book 
written by an Amerioan Legionnaire, J. Edward Jones, entitled, 
•So They Indicted Me', a story of most of the details of the 
persecution Mr. Jones had suffered in Washington. Head of the oil 
pool, he resigned and branded the whole thing as racist. Harold lakes 
saidt 'Give him the works* so they went through hie files and looted 
him for enough to send him to jail for 76 years. Ctoe day he was 
called up by a man who said he knew a man who knew a man who knew a 
man who wanted to see him. The man came up, one cold-blooded rascal* 
He sat him down in his office, pressed a button and started a recording 
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-%vWi- machine. He eeidt 'Wio are youl' He saidt 'I am Eleanore 

■ : S Roosevelt's business manager, I can take you to Washington and 

introduoe you to the rigfrt parties and -this will never eone to 
trial. 1 'How much will it cost me», he said, »|25, 000.00'. 
He didn't know his whole conversation and a lot more than I 
have said had been recorded. He saidt 'This is getting good. 
I will just sit tight and see what happens.' This is all a 
matter of oourt reoord. In a few days a woman called hinu She 
said J *I am the wife of the man who examined your books, and he 
wants to see you. 1 He saidt 'Tell him to oome to my offioe 
tomorrow morning at ten o'clock.' The man walked in; Mr. Jones 
pressed the same button, and he saidt 'What do you want?' Well, 
he said i 'when I examined your books for the government, I 
examined thsm crooked but they told me we must give you the works 
but I ©an give you the information which you oan give to your 
,fWjV attorney and you will never be convicted.* Jones saidt 'How 

C : '';-/■ muoh do you want?' He saidt 'I want fifteen thousand dollars 

down and so muoh later on. 1 Jones saidt 'Be at my home at 
Soarsdale, New York, tomorrow morning. ' Jones was there. He 
had his house loaded. He made the man repeat the offer, handed 
him |16 # 000. in marked money, and they grabbed him on leaving the 
house. Watchmen on the lawn revealed that his next superior in 
the New Peal was hiding behind a tree. He ran. He was out there 
waiting for his cut, I persuaded Ed. Jones to write this down. 
He wrote it down and nobody would publish it. Finally he 
established his own little publishing firm and published it* 
I have sent these all over the United States. They contain the 
exact dictaphone records. 
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We are going to have a great meeting in Buffalo. I will tell 
you more about it later on* I will tell you fee name of the 
place, the contract is signed. 



* * * * * 



The first thing, we are indebted to the attorney for the 
Civil Liberties Union, who is in no sense a part of our program. 
He has defended everybody for -their civil liberties, for their 
sound rights— Mr. BARNSHALL, of the City of Buffalo. If he is 
here, I want him to stand up. He is that little fellow way in 
the baok. Mr. Barnsdall will corroborate what I am about to say. 
Our national committee has decided to cooperate with Mr. Stoffel 
:#$* and his oonmittee in carrying on this fight. We have lost in the 

lower oourt and are going to the next oourt i in fact we are going 
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to carry it as high as neoeaaery in order to win. We are not 
only oonferring with Mr. Barnadall, tut wa are oonf erring with 
the moat reputable legal winds in America as pertaina to this 
ease and we will carry the case up to the higher court* on hia 
advioe. The coat is minor; there i* no oost for the lawyer] the 
cost is for oopy writing and ao on which will run into three 
hundred dollars, counting my trip to Buffalo. The rent of this 
room oost $36. I am not asking you to pay the expense of Mrs* 
Smith* s transportation, and mine ever herej that expense is being 
born by our committee. I am sure every person who is a friend of 
ours wants to give something eaoh montii* To every person who gives 
a dollar or more I will send one of these Jones' books* 

****** 

And also I bring out what Mr. Dies brought out. You were told 
the author of 'Under Cover' is a traitor and should be Indicted 
for sedition. There are Legionnaires here tonigjit who have always 
supported Mr. Dies. I challenge the American Legion of this County 
to support Mr. Dies in his charge against that rascal who tried to 
prove that Henry Ford was a paid emmiasary, and Senator Hiram Johnson, 
of California. Was Barkley sincere? Sure he was, about getting 
re-eleotod next fall in a state that went Republican. 

* * * * 

I want to say something else. The scurrilous liars that have 
been attempting to impugn my patriotism have accused me of promoting 
race-hatred between the blacks and whites. May I remind you that it 
was Senator Bilbo who saidi 'Drive those nigger lovers out of the 
South. • The District Attorney has written me a beautiful letter 
that is available in photostat for the Legion Posts of the American 
Legion. Let me warn the minorities. There are sinister influences 
at work. I challenge any Jew or friend of the Jewa to cite one 
instance where I have ever promoted ant i- semi tism. 

***** 

Charles A. Madden is an honored citizen of Pittsburgh s a past 
Commander of his Legion Post} a man whose patriotism and Amerioaniam 
has never been impugned, whose two nephews have already been killed 
in this war. We got off on the wrong foot in this town, the only 
town in America. Our enemies rolled up lies that were believed. 
Tes, we will aAnit the only reason we brou^it this Legionnaire here 
>3?< is to have him stand between us and our enemies. I want Mr. Madden 

to open, first, by quoting for you from memory the Declaration of 
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Independence, Let me tell you a little joke* He was quoting 
the Declaration of Independence for a big rally and one of our 
enemies stepped in— he was sent there to get Madden. He 
listened In on Madden right in the middle of the Declaration 
of Independence and saidi •Listen to him. I don't like that* 
sounds like a damned Haci to me 1 . Tfaat ha was quoting was the 
Declaration of Independence* I present to you this good man, 
this rugged Amerioan, Charles A. Madden. Let*s giye him a hand* 
(Applause). 



*************** 



CHARLES A. MADDENt Mr. Stoffel, Mr. Smith, 

members and my fellow Americans i 

My only interest in this great nation of ours is for a 
good government while I live and the privilege of bequeathing 
to my children a good government when I pass on* 

I beoamo interested in Mr. Smith, and my only interest 
was the truth. Before I spoke for Mr. Smith I investigated every 
word that Mr. Smith had spoken, and I didn't take the reoords of 
the Communist Party or somebody else who was interested in damning 
Mr. Smith* I took faotual evidence, and making any statement 
unsupported by facts only affects the oharaoter of he who makes 
the statement* I am sorry to say that some people make state- 
ments unsupported by any facts, to go out and get a lot of 
publioity and then have to retract it later* I am interested 
in the government our fathers be que e the d to us* 

Hie Constitution of the United States is an admirable 
document* Mr. Gladstone, who was a Britisher at the time- 
British Prime Minister— said the constitution of the United 
States was the greatest document ever struok off by the brain 
and purpose of man and would be given a place in the history of 
the world* 

I am interested in that document* I am Interested in its 
preservation* I am interested that it will stand as a rock and 
when the flood tide sweeps over it will be still a rook, and when 
the flood tide recedes— and we have had a little flood tide in the 
last ten years— the constitution has been preserved, thank God, 
and the flood tide is reoeding* 

Our fathers were opposed to tyrrany and saw it In aotion* 
■r0$t When they penned that great document they not only protected every- 

body who came under the constitution of the United States but they 
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made it a document -wherein those who had charge of it could not 
use it to the detriment of the people, They gave us an executive, 
a legislative and a judicial government, under which all of the 
people of the land would be protected equally under 1iie law* 

The beginning of our Amerioanism was when Ihomas Jefferson 
penned the Declaration of Independence and I, as a small boy, 
was taught in the school, down in West Virginia, to recite the 
Declaration of Independence, and I have always been interested 
in everything pertaining to the preservation of the United States 
constitution* 

I will reoite the Declaration of Independence for you and I 
hope that no one, because I do, will say that I am attacking any 
kind or organization or other beoause I am only interested that 
'-^.„ our flag will float over this land| that no constitution shall 

■'/:' : .'\ be above our Constitution and no flag float above our flag* 

■ «.'],■■..-* 

^" (Here Mr. Madden recited the Declaration of Independence*) 

My fellow Americans, that is the day Amerioanism started, 
!"7T .; T right there. Patrick Henry's address in the Virginia Assembly, 

which I also know from memory, was a while ahead of that* the 
famous 'give me liberty or give me death 1 1 that is all you hear? 
.: -.V' : "-}■_ Patrlok Henry said many things besides 'give me liberty or give 

me death 1 • 

But our fathers went on to figit a war and throw off tyrrany, 
and the same people came to establish this great government under 
which for loo years we have lived at peace as a unity* 

How, within the last few years, there have been attempts to 
put a flag above our flag* 

Orer a year ago I appeared before the Senate Military Affaire 
Committee and I have the document here that was put out by that ' 
Committee, exposing this flag which some one said is the United 
States flag or the Cambridge flag or something else* (Showing flag.) 

I would lilce to explain to you people what this flag is* It 
isn't the United States flag. That is a 'Union How 1 flag of Federal 
Unionism, Inc., which has offices in New York, number 1 Fortieth 
Street, or number 10 Fortieth Street, New York City. 

<($£$ That isn't the Amerioan flag. All they left us were the stripes. 

Tftiere is New YorkT New York is represented in our flag as one of 
the Thirteen states. New York isn't there* lty state of Pennsylvania 
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Isn't there. Our state gave us the Declaration of Independence, 
the constitution of the United States and Betsy Rose made the 
first Amerioan flag in Philadelphia* Texas isn't there. 
California isn't there. Illinois isn't there. 

Now, instead of oondemning us for exposing this thing with the 
gold star, one state* the star of Bethlehem union represents the 
theocratic state, one government over all— that is -what that 
flag is. I am aorry that it was represented as being the American 
flag because it isn't an Amerioan flag* Ihe anpire State must goi 
the State of Pennsylvania must go, the state that gave us the flag, 
the state that gave us the Declaration of Independence, and the 
State that gave us the Constitution, and there is set up a govern- 
ment above our government, a union with great freedom. I exposed 
this thing before the Senate Military Affairs Committee on April 
17, 1943. I have the document here. 

Let us protect the flag with the 48 stars. That is our flag. 
Sorae people have said, 'Ch, that is just the flag we made up. 
We went down to the Anning Flag people in New York, the biggest 
fla£ manufacturers in this nation. We went in and asked to buy a 
'Union How* flag and they sold us that flag. They didn't sell us 
a Cambridge flag. I know what the Cambridge flag is, and I know 
well what it isi the King James and King Arthur star and oross in 
the corner. That is not the Cambridge flag (referring to flag in 
hand), that is the 'Union Now' flag. We don't need 'Union Now' 
with anybody on the fact of this earth. 

The best answer to that is the fact that in 1917 and' '18, when 
I and my oomrades back there, went over to make the world safe for 
demooraoy, who had to come to the rescue of the great democratic 
republic of the western hemi sphere T "We went over there and 
straightened out Europe's trouble. Don't let anybody tell you we 
didn't win the war because we did. It was the politicians at the 
Peace Table that lost the war after we had won it. 

This great republic here was able to go across to save Europe 
in '17 and '18. That is one reason we don't need anybody to help 
us. They have been fighting over there for thousands of years and 
couldn't save themselves. 

How, in 1939, when war started, it was the same old problem— 
to get us into the war. who had to come to the rescue T America, 
the home of liberty, the great republic, the country of a free 
government, free men preaching individual liberty. Wo are the 
people that had to go to rescue the masses that don't have the brains 
enough to keep from fighting. 
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So why do we have to ally ourselves with them in Union Now? 
So instead of being at war for twenty years we will be perpetually 
at war. Those are some of the things we have oome here to tell, 
and I will tell that truth until death perish my name, perish my 
liberty but let America be f reej let her be independent* 

Who are some of our critics? Mr. Wlnohell said Mr, Smith 
jumped on this flag here in Buffalo. Mr. Winohell was uninformed. 
If he had known the truth, I don't think he would tell an untruth. 
Be was misinformed. Somebody told him Mr. Smith jumped on the 
American flag. Mr. Smith would not jump on the American flag, 
but he would be attempting to jump on something they are attempting 
to put above our flag* 

I will tell you something about WalterfWlnohell* I will giva 
you facts. In the Headers Digest of 1939 they accused us of being 
isolationists; we are still isolationists, and here are two years 
that are making history. History is in the making all the time. 
Maybe twenty-fire years after somebody is dead 1hey find out 
somebody instead of being wrong was rigit* Here is something 
from the Readers Digest. This is a copy of the Ave Maria Maga- 
zine, the official publication of Notre Dame University. 

'Walter Winohell has been retired from active duty in the Navy 
because of his criticism of members of Congress who were isolation- 
ists before our oountry got into the war.* 

Winohell is arousing our people to war, but Winohell was a greater 
isolationist than any of the people he orltioiied. He only turned 
turtle when it seemed expedient for him to get on the administra- 
tion's band wagon so he oould continue broadoaeting* 

Let's quote the Readers Digest of June, 1943. 

Ones again America is playing with the loaded dice of destiny* 
Onoe again Amerioa is playing the old school, but if we are to have 
another unknown soldier, let us not ask him to die for an unknown 
reason or in the mud where he will not inorease Amerioa' a resources. 
The last war merely ruined our fertile land* In the last war we 
loaned our gold and got gold-bricked in return* If Mr. Winohell 
jumped through the hoop at the opportune moment, as a reward he 
has been put on the inactive list where he can continue his broad- 
casting to his heart's content* 

Mr* Winohell was a greater isolationist than I was* I am for 
co-operation with all nations. 1 believe what George Washington 



-11- 



BU 14-7 






S, V - -,•-■•-, 'i:A 



£& 



^ 

I- -I" 
" ll 



tf , 







believed; co-operate with all nation*, oovet good relations with 
all nations, but engangling alliances with none* Against -the 
insidious wiles of foreign governments I abjure you to beliere 
the philosophies of the people ougit to be constantly awake, 
since foreign intervention is the surest way to destroy a 
republican form of government. That was George Washington. 

We are going to have a great crop of young American men 
returning oripplad. I belong to an organisation, two or three 
organisations, that are pledged to assist these boys* I am a 
member of the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
40 4 8, and the Naval Veterans • I know what we went through* 
I know how we had to pound up the steps of the oapital and back, 
pleading for the rights of tlie veterans of ttie last war* I know 
all of ttiose things well* They finally were able to get through 
a little bit of legislation for the benefit of -the veterans* 

This newspaper here is Maroh 10, 1933* That is six days after 
the present chief executive took office* Here is the message* 
He started out with the Economy Act that took more from the 
Veterans i it took four times more from the veterans than it took 
from anyone else* Too often in recent history liberal governments 
have been wreoked on the rocks of loose financial programs* A^oid 
this danger. It is too late for leisurely approach to the problem. 
We must not wait to aot several months hence. The emergency is 
aoute* We must meet it* We must meet it with resolute purpose* 
Now, tiie members of Congress arein agreement on eoonomy* I believe 
you and I are in complete agreement and my duty is to advise you 
as to the methods* I am not speaking to you in general terms. 
I am reading from records. 

In other words— I am diotatdng to you. That was on Maroh 10. 

Those were days when there was mass hysteria. You could propose 
a piece of legislation one day, send it down and get it passed the 
next day. House votes five hundred million federal out. This is 
March 12, 1933* Veterans benefits slashed. Heduotion in veterans* 
benefits estimated at four hundred million dollars a year, partly 
to be achieved by provisions of law and partly by bread powers given 
to the President to discontinue all benefits to World War Veterans 
subject to permanent disability. This omits the phraseology •to 
increase the 8 l/3 out to 16 per cent*. That has reference to 
members of Congress and doesn't have reference to veterans. In 
that out the veterans were out four hundred millions. There was a 
out of five hundred millions but four hundred millions were taken 
from the veterans of tiie last war. 
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The question in my ndnd is thisi Should we entrust to a nan who 
made -tills out on the veterans, a nan who vetoed the soldiers • 
bonus when it was passed and thank God congress passed it over 
the reto beoause 1 needed it and nany others did too? Should we 
entrust— and he has asked for the privilege of handling all ttie 
legislation of this war— should we entrust that to Ike chief 
executive to do the returning veterans as he sees fitt 

For my part, I would give him a year's pay. I would tell 
him, when handing him his discharge, that he can go and look 
for a job for a year and if he don't find it we will pay him 
anyhow. 

I ask you people in Providence to be honest, investigate. If 
that is brought out and there is mass hysteria abroad in "the land, 
people in a hurry to beat their breasts regardless of many state- 
ments that are not true, I don't care where our flag floats, let 
that flag stand for justice wherever it floats. Let it stand for 
justice between man and man, between nation and nation, for 
humanity always. 

I think that what we should do is, go and kneel in calmness, 
in spirit, and pray that the spirit of George Washington migit 
return to us." 

** *+ ** ** ** ** 

for the Courier-Express advised 
that he "happened to be on the mezzanine floor of the Hotel Statler a few 
minutes before 81OO P.M., MarohSL", when he met subjeot. He stated he 
advised subject that the photographer and reporter were present in -the Jo7«-^ 

hotel and requested that they be permitted to attend the meeting which he ^ 
was holding. He stated that SMITH told him he woul^beelad to have them fcTv 

present and he was sorry that "you cannot attend" * ■ | stated that he 
explained that he was free for the evening and woulS^Tke to attend. Where- 
upon SMITH invited him. 

He told Agent that he attended the meeting and estimated that there 
were about one hundred sixty in attendance, adding that they were mostly 
v^ women and mostly all members of the BonnomiosLeague, with the exoeption of 

the representatives of the American Legion. W | stated that in his speech ^7«-^ 
SMITH charged that the City of Buffalo had violated the Bill of Rights of * 

„■ the Constitution in denying him the right to speak to the public in the ^^ 

$$f city-operated or other community halls. SMITH said that his local oonmittee 
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^ESS. would take its ease to the Supreme Court, If neoessary. 

According to ( | SMITH also stated, "I have been denied the 
privilege of speakin^inthe seme auditorium used by EAJuyrBROWDER, head of 
£v_ : the/Conanunist Party ^ HARKY; BRIDGES, who was called a Coimmlnist by Roosevelt's 

0f: "' * own 7 Attorney General and J9HN ROY; CARLSON, author of 'Under Cover 1 and the 

^ man Representative MARTIK'DIBS calls un-American," SMITH s^ed -that the 

"America First 11 stands for" Africanism and nothing else. ^Halso told 
Agent that in his speech SMITH declared -that it was the "Lei^TjIngers and 
Fourth Dealers" who were smearing him and the America First Party. 

SMITH said the Party was for all the "neoessary spending for the war 
effort, but not for the aix billion dollars spent in South America, when this 
oould mean $1,000.00 if distributed after the conclusion of the war." SMITH 
said that he was against any president holding office for more than two 
terms and that "if the Roosevelta should be divoroed completely from politics 
after the next election, Willkie go to Moscow and Wallace peddle milk in 
China", he would be happy. He continued, "If only one man of the one hundred 
thirty million people of this country oan direot this nation of ours, then 
this country is shot to hell and might as well find it out at the next 
election." 

further advised that SMITH declared that the America First has 

a seven-point program. These, SMITH said, weret America First in war and 
peace j no encroachment on National sovereignty! repeal of bureauoratio 
fascism; figfit New Daal Communismj general treatment of Veterans of Worl< 
War #2; no labor draft and return of system of private enterprise* 
also stated that at one point in his speech, SMITH related that the' 
a theological school in Minneapolis, upon his recent visit to that City, had 
asked him to dedicate a part of their library to SMITH'S father who had been 
a well-known Baptist preacher in that area. He also stated that SMITH said 
that he was not opposed to any religious group and pointed out that his own 
son was a Catholic. 




[•World 
i neso^ox 



dvised Reporting Agent that the American flag was displayed at 
the front of the room throu^iout the meeting and that during th.e eourse of 
MADDEN' s speech, MADDEN exhibited the Cambridge flag, with the exception of 
r *\ the fact that there was a star in the middle of the Union Jack, and stated 

' \ : that "this isn't the American flag. 1 



Excerpts of the speeches of SMITE and MADDEN which were transcribed by 



■ 




were exhibited toj M; whereupon he stated that, in his 



• j-. ./■■■V'f' «r-"** w "» ««»w «xcerpte together withTHe^ore going comments made by him 

'■[&>■"■"* !■*? furnished a rather complete account of the meeting* 
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PAUL WAMSLEY, E81 Hartwell Road, Buffalo, Principal of Public School 
=$51, Buffalo* and Chairman of Erie County Americanism Committee of tha 
American Legion, wae contacted and advised that upon receiving notice that 
a meeting was booked in the name of the American Legion of Pittsburgh, he, 
accompanied by MORTON P. LEVY, Chairman of the Amerioanism Committee of the 
Jewish War Veteran* of the United States, at the time of the meeting went to 
the Fillmore Room of Hotel Statler and requested that they be granted per- 
mission to attend the meeting* He stated that a man at the door of the hall 
politely told them that it wae a meeting of the Economics League and that 
it was not open to outsiders. He advised thereafter that they were of the 
opinion that Dr. HAWN wae already inside the hall and they had him paged* 
He stated that thereafter they accompanied Dr. HATCH to the meeting* 

WAMSLEY specifically pointed out that while SMITH at one point in hie 
speech told his audience that a public meeting would be held by him in the 
future at Buffalo, the place and time of which he would ennounoe later in 
the craning, he failed to make this disclosure at any time throughout the 
meeting, WAMSLEY was unable to furnish any additional information regarding 
comments made by SMITH or MADDEN at the meeting* 

MORTON P. LEVY, tailor ,1306 Delaware Avenue, Chairman of the American- 
ism Committee of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States, Buffalo, New 
York, oonfirmed the facts furnished by WAMSLEY. LEVY delivered to Reporting 
Agent oopies of the following pamphlets which were distributed at the meeting! 

Pamphlet entitled "666 SLAVE ACT", which was the statement made 

by GERALD L. K. SMITH in testimony before U* S. Senate-Military 

Affairs Committee on February 6, 1944. 

^-i ;V: Pamphlet entitled "ARE FOOD SUBSIDIES NECESSARY?" by 

WIIXPORD I* KING. 

Pamphlet entitled, "ARE THE UPPER INCCME CLASSES GETTING AH 
INCREASING SHARE OF THE NATIONAL INCOME?" by WILLPORD I. KINO* 

Pamphlet entitled, "THE WELFARE STATE - DO YOU WANT IT IN 
AMERICA?* by S. B. PETTENGILL. 

Pamphlet entitled, "DESTRUCTIVE TAXATION", which was an editorial 
appearing in the New York Journal -American on June 11, 1943* 






HiW 



Pamphlet entitled, "JEFFERSONIAN DEMOCRATS ts* HEW DEAL" 
by S. B. PETTENGILL. 

Pamphlet entitled, "I AM PRIVATE ENTERPRISE", re-printed from 
Benjamin DeCasseres' column in the New York Journal-American* 
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Leaflet entitled, "BISMARCK'S GOLDEN CHAIN" by 
SAMUEL B. PETTEHGILL, 

Leaflet entitled, "COMING CRISIS IN OIL" fey 
S. B. PETTENGILL* 



Leaflet entitled, "TEN POINTS 

THEY COST SO LITTLE 

THEY ARE WORTH SO MUCHl" 



i&jp*' 



Leaflet entitled, "LINCOLN ON LIMITATION" 

Leaflet with oertifioate of the "Cone ti tut ional Money 
League of America" printed thereon. 

Mr. LEVY also advised that envelopes and penoile for contributions 
to the Amerioa First Party were distributed, adding tiiat SMITH stated that 
if the persons in attendanoe made large contributions, they oould keep the 
pencils • 

The above mentioned pamphlets are being retained in the exhibit 
envelope of this file in the Buffalo Field Division. 

was subsequently interviewed and advised that he atten- 
ded a meeting held in -the Fillmore Room of the Hotel Statler on Haroh 31, 
J34^but that he did not arrive at the meeting until approximately 9i00 P«l 
1 I delivered to Reporting Agent a copy of "THE CROSS AND THE FLAG" for 
Maroh, 1944, Volume 2, Number 12, which he stated were being sold at the 
meeting for twenty-five cents. This copy Is also being retained in the 
exhibit envelope of this file in the Buffalo Field Division. 




I pointed out to Reporting Agent that he noticed a girl in the 

front of the room throughout the meeting and noted that she took a few notes 
during the course of the meeting. He state d^hathe was of the opinion that 
this girl must have been SMITH'S Secretary. 1 Itold Reporting Agent that, 
in his opinion, SMITH -throughout the course o^ni* speech appeared some* 
*hat at a disadvantage, adding that possibly this was caused by the un- 
expected visitors at the meeting. 



__ Kleinhans Music Hall Management, 

Inc., TEe Circle and 14th' Street, Buffalo, New York, advised Reporting Agent 
'■'-■^04. "that JOSEJB HV STOFFEL, President of the Economioe League, *ho resides at 

•\;H 98 Comstook Avenue, Buffalo, attempted to rent tiie Mary Seaton Room for 

Ootober 25, 1943 c advising that the following personswould speaks SMITH, 
Congressman CLARE V HOFFMAN and CHARLES MADDEN . ■ | stated that she 

advised STOFFOj that the hall was not availableTorthat date and referred 

*£> 
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him to the Buffalo Municipal Auditorium, where SMITH was not permitted to 
speak. 

^_^ She stated the next contact she had with STOFPEL was on March IS, 1944, 

-.#V-\ when he made inquiry as to when the Mary Seaton Room would be available, 

iv: 1 advi gip g th at the Eoonomios League intended to feature SMITH as a speaker. 

< <^y;- fl I * d Tiesd him that the room would be available May 16, 1944 or May 

^^^^^^^^and told him to make a formal request in writing in the near future, 
in the event one of the dates was suitable. She advised that she eontaoted 
STQFFEL on March 27 # 1944, and that he told her that the Economics League 
desired to rent the Mary Seaton Room for a rally to be held "Wednesday, May 
17, 1944, at 7»30 P.M. 
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STOfFSL subsequently confirmed this rental by letter dated March 27, 
1944, which letter set forth i "The speakers on this occasion will bet 
Commander CHARLES A. MADDEN, Amerioan Legion Po6t, Pittsburgh GERALD L. I. 
SMITH of Detroit^ Congressman CLARE HOFJMAN is expeotedand if unable, some 
other nationally known person will substitute* ■ B advised that the 

rental for a four-hour period would be seven ty-flveaoTTars, plus ten dol- 
lars for tiie use of the public address system. 

advised Reporting Agent that the Mary Seaton Room seats 

seven hundred ninety persons. She pointed out to Agent that tiie Kleinhans 
Music Hall, while owned by the City of Buffalo, is managed by the Kleinhans 
Mualc Hall Management, Inc., and that the City offioials have no voioe 
whatever in deciding to whom the hall should be rented. She stated that she 
was cognisant of the fact that the City of Buffalo had denied use of the 
Buffalo Municipal Auditorium to the Eoonomios League to feature SMITH, but 
pointed out that it has always been the policy of Kleinhans Music Hall to 
in no way hinder freedom of speech, and consequently, they would have no 
basis for refusing to permit SMITH to speak in the hall. 

She added that, in the event SMITH or any other person makes seditious 
statements in the hall, it would constitute sufficient grounds for their 
refusal to rent the hall in the future* 
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BU 14-7 UNDEVELOPED LE&DS 



THE BUFFALO FIELD DIVISION 



AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 



Will report activities of meeting of Eoonomios League 
scheduled to be held May 17, 1944, at 7i30 P.M., at 
Kleinhans Musi© Hall, Buffalo* 
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Identity of confidential informant, mentioned 
^yj^j|jg|oing report of Special Agent / 

■^^■1 I -t.d April 14. 1944. i, hi 
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A oopy of 1iii8 report is being designated for the St. 
Louis Field Division inasmuch as the City of St* Louis 
is referred to in the first paragraph of the exoerpts 
of SMITH 1 s speeohse^u^inthe foregoing report of 
Speoial Agent W | dated April 14, 1944, 

at Buffalo, Notion 
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AMERICA F1RSTERS 
FACTOR IN POLITICS, 
SAYS G. L. K. SMITH 

To the undisguised delight of 
most of the approximately 500 per- 
sons in the Mary Seaton Room in 
Kleinhans Music Hall Wednesday 
night. National Director Gerald L. 
K. Smith of the America First 
Party heaped criticism on the Ad- 
ministration and ridicule on New 
Dealers and declared: 

"We're nationalists, we America 
Firsters, and because we're against 
the New Deal internationalists; they 
call us Fascists." 

Mr. Smith's appearance climaxed 
several months' effort to get a 
hall m which to speak, the city 
refusing to rent Memorial Audi- 
torium to him. 

No untoward incidents marred 
the three-hour meeting. FBI and 
Secret Service men. plainclothes de- 
tectives and uniformed -policemen 
were on hand but audience, ap- 
plause was the only interruption in 
the oratory of Mr. Smith and Mrs. 
Ernest Lundeen. widow of the late 
Minnesota senator. 

"More Cong r eat" Needed 
Charles A. Madden, commander 
of a Pittsburgh American Legion 
Post, did not speak although sched- 
uled and no explanation was given. 
Dr. Joseph R. Hawn, .county com- 
mander, and Paul Wamsley, Ameri- 
canization chairman of the Ameri- 
can Legion here, attended "to see , 
that the Legion was not misused | 
by speakers." ' 

As a fourth-term candidate Presl- 1 
dent Roosevelt is open to criticism ' 
and must expect it, said Mr. Smith. 
declaring: "We don't need a big, 
strong man for President, we need 
less President and more Congress, 
we've had too much President in 
the last 11 years." 

Sidney Hillman, CIO Political 
Action leader, is Mr. Roosevelt's 
man and has raised a tremondous 
fund from assessments against 
CIO members lor fourth-term pur- 
poses. 

Wef«r« to Dewey 

He invited Vice President Henry 
A. Wallace to move to Russia, and 
assailed other New Dealers and 
Wendell Willkte. 

"Every politician knows that the ' ic}$C\ ( ~- 



next man to be President will have 
to consider the nationalists," Mr, 
Smith declared. "Gov. Dewey once 
spoke unfavorably of me but that 
was before the Wisconsin votes 
were counted— he won't say it 
again. If he can get along with the '■ 
Chicago Tribune and Col. Robert 
R. McCormick, we'll get along. His 
mother in Michigan attends my 
meetings." 

Mrs. Lundeen assailed Columnists 
Walter Winchell and Drew Pear- 
son as "the two best-known smear 
artists today," urged an end to the 
"ruinous international myth with 
which foreign-minded people are 
trying to crush and ruin America." 
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June 15# 


19U 



J. Edgar Hoover - DLrector, federal Bureau of Investigation 

"ex -35 r»i ■- ■*■' 

CFRAI.D L. K. SMITH, w* -- 
INTFFNaL SECURITT - 

Please refer to Buffalo teletype to the Bureau dated ^| p}c i 

informing that a nicrophon^surveillance was installed at the S taller Hotel in L 
Buffalo at 12:17 a.m., ■ WPP** removed at 12:00 Midnight that date. 

It ia requested that yo^imraSttately notify the Bureau of the symbol number 
designated for this surveillance and also the identity of the room covered 
by the microphone surveillance and the place where the plant for this surveil- 
lance was maintained. 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Detroit 



SI FILE NO. 100-6013 




REPOBT MASK AT 

Saint Louis 



DATE WHIM MAOC 

5-20-44 



PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

5-16-44 




aHUjD u k. SMITH, with iliii, 
TH^AMERICA FIRST PARTI 



CHARACTER OF CASS 

dtorhal sscmm - 

SBCTHITX MATTSt 
SKDITIOM 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



1 



Proposed America First Party Beating for May 9, 1944, 
called off. DOTLOHBECK, Chairman, A.F,P., Saint 
Louis, Mo«, ordered to report for pre-induction physical 
examination on Hay 27, 1944* JOSEFH^JXESTHiS, another 
leader of the A*F,P, in Saint Louis, ordered for pre- 
induction physical examination May 29, 1944* 
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Bureau File No* 62-4381^ 
Report of Special Agent 
Mo., dated 5-1-44* 



Saint Louis, 



EETAUSt 



v~"r ■"•'.Vi^'v 
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APPROVED 

FORWARDED: 



;: . 



COPICS OF T(4l»#WORT 



At the America First Party meeting on April 18, 1944, 
^iich was reported in the reference report, it mas 
announced that there mould be a meeting on May 9, 
1944 *t 3535 Pino Street, Saint Iouis, Missouri, and 
the main speaker would be USEV&^SIfrtR of the Standard 
Oil Company* ' 

mho is a member of the American Legion 
officer in the Musicians Union used 3535 
Pine Street for all of Its meetings and when it mas 
determined that the America First Party was going to 
hold a meeting there, it was decided by the owners of 
3535 Pine Street that the America First Party was not 
^desirable and that the hall should not be available -^ 
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SI Mo. 100-6013. 

for this organisation* However ,B| I also determined that this meeting 

on Kay 9 f 1944 was to be canc9leaT^The*ttsrice First Party as one of ite 
two main speakers had to go to Washington, D. C # One of the speakers is a 
fleverend JOHNSON, who is active in the First church of Spiritua l Science. y^y 



The First Church of Spiritual Science, according to f| % has in the 

past held its meetings at 3535 Pine Street and some woSanwEoi* a member of 
that church arranged for the meeting there of the America First party. She 
told the manager of that building that they expected one thousand people to 
attend the meeting* Howerer, she seemed to have some difficulty in raising 
the money for the rental of the hall* 



DON LOHBBCK, Chairman of the America First Party, Saint Louis , 
Missouri, vas ordered to report far a pre-induction physical examination 
%$ on May 27, 19U. JOSEPH KOESTEBS, another leader of the America First party 

- v in Saint Louis, was ordered for pre-induction physical examination on May 29, 

19U. 
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SL Ho. 100-6013. 

PHDKVB10PKD LEADS 

THB DETROIT TTSIIi DIVISION 

it Detroit, Michigan t 

Will advise the Saint Louis Fisld Division if it desires 
that Saint Louis cover any future meetings or let** 1 ^* 
of the A«erica First Party. It is to be noted that the 
individual cases on the various subjects *io reside in 
the Saint Louis Field Division and who are active in the 
Saint Louis Fisld Division are being held open at th« 
pressnt time merely to follow thess individuals' Selsctive 
Service status. 
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Director, FBI 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. 
OaVEHICA FIRST FARTYj 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 0, 
SEDITION. 
(Bureau File 62-43818) 



Dear Sir: 



M 



UK 



Enclosed is a clipping from the Buffalo Evening! ews 
dated Thursday, Vay 18, 1944. The pertinent portion of this clipping 
is the fourth paragraph which reads as follows: 

"FBI and Secret Service men, plainclothes detectives 
and uniformed policemen were on hand but audience 
applause was the only interruption in the oratory 
of Mr. Smith and Mrs. Ernest Lundeen, widow of the 
late Vinneaota senator." 

Although this meeting was covered by the Buffalo Office, 
no Agents from this office were In attendance among the audience at 
the meeting referred to above. The only individual contacted who may 
have been interviewed by newspapermen was Mr. PAUJ/^AKSLEY, Americaniza- 
tion Chairman of the American Legion in Buffalo, but in each instance 
the Agents interviewing Mr. WAMSLEY emphasized the confidential nature 
of the Bureau's inquiry in connection with the activities of GERALD 
L. K. SMITH. .. ' ■ '-"-^ — ^^t^^rcwrf, . 

It is believed that the statement quoted above was made 
without foundation on the part of the Buffalo Evening News and is merely 
an example of editorial liberty. 
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Very truly yours, 

JOHN B. LITTLE',' SAC. . . 
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FIVE-STATE MEETING 

Cleveland Public Auditorium 

(MUSIC HALL) 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Mon., May 15, 1944 

8:00 P. M. 

aaaaaaaaaamaaaaawasaaaaamaaaaaaaaaaaaam 

Principal Speaker 



GERALD L K- SMITH 
Baltimore Sun (H. L. Manchan)i "Garald L. K. Smith 
if fcha graaka«fc orator of Uits cantury. Ha bagins whara 
Bryan, Billy Sunday and LaFoflatta tha unior laft off. 4 ' 
Lowall Thomat taytt "Garald L. K. Smith it tha m©*t 
faarfatt and dynamic orator in Amartca* ' 




National Director 



SUBJECT OF ADDRESS: 

MAKE WAY FOR LIBERTY 

Hear this address and you will understand why the Communists, the Nazis, and 
the New Deal Bureaucrats hate Gerald L. K. Smith worse than any living American. 

You will also learn why he leads the most rapidly growing political movement 

in the United States. 

Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will dtal in his address will he the following; 

The "NO ELECTION"*Conspiracy THE INTERNATIONALISTS 
SLAVE ACT 666 TREASON IN WASHINGTON 
BUREAUCRATIC TYRANTS ' WORLD GOVERNMENT 
NEW DEAL COMMUNISTS THE FOURTH TERM PLOT 
THE FARM CRISIS DYNAMIC ISSUES 
FAT BUREAUCRATS <md HUNGRY VETERANS 

OTHER SPEAKERS TO BE ANNOUNCED 



T 



AMERICA 



herein is Mmw 

DATE-^ 



MIL? If 



t\ 



AMWCA MI/ST U MIT WAST IN WAft AND 

"■ACe* 

We do not mean this In the selfish, greedy sense, n 
Is a fundamental social law that a man must consider 

!!*",.," A . Sc "P ,ur « verse saysi "He that careth 
notfor his own h worse than an Infidel.'' 

We must safeguard our own natural resources. We 
jnwt fight att attempt* on the part of bureaucratic 



PRINCIPLES ._ . 

4%r Alt Fit/owing principle 

payroll of me United Stain Government. Many gov- 
ernment bureau, take their orders from men whc 



r^Lf 8 ..? attempts on the part of bureaucratic 
traitors to gtve away and exhouit our national wealth" 
•",*•* foreign and international ambitions. 

couJd be more appr opr {ate than 



* AMFIir . „« t „T\l ■. ". «Ppropnare man 

AMERICA FIRST" in the winning of the war. When 

peace comes, those whom we send to the peace table 

2SJSL , ° tlfC! £"? mnfworth » mot *•»' «"t con- 
•(deration will be their own America. 

We mutt make sure that our own veterans of thU 
war are considered first. Attempts are being made to 

wl ^.l.^ fl ^J°u fl , <>0d lnt0 OW «>»ntry: they 
will take the Job, which belong to the men and womer 

in me armed services. This must new be. 

SrW^tn. moUnTlows fir our peop.ejo 
otey. We must flght to keep our «^™ rt * n ™ 
National Capital. No foreigner mu* ever be pt- 
mHted to make rules for our people to ooey. 
« B»f AL ftUJtf AUCRATIC FASCISM. 
3 * ""ain'Tworld polHia .admit ^"^-f^ 
bureaucracy ramble, the Fascism of *»^ fc "*5 
sents an attempt to control our personal INes^ as wei 
« «ur dallv work by government edict from Washing- 
"n%e ! bVeaVardeligh, to call thoje of us who 

are Nationalists, Fastis*. They know W^"v^ 
ever, that the real Fascis* in America are the bureau- 
erotic tyrants of Washington. 

A FIGHT NEW Df At COMMUNISM. 

* "?iV pre™ administration In Washington rep «m* 
a s*ange wedding between the technique d f Fascism 
and the philosophy of Comm "^ J 1 ™*""* £ 
Communbts, pinks, and pro-Communists, are on the 



nHT7".L U T"S ttAe the1r ord#r » fro,n "»•* who'be- 
lieve in the Stalin system. 

* J5?.!!2? mr f °* row ' c " TOUTICS AND MOM 
FOA D/SCHAftGfO VFTf AANS. 

WHhout limiting our military forces, we should put a 

•top to the program of International boondoggling now 

other billions are be.ng lonely scattered ail ov the 

returning from this war, fobless and penniless. 

Every man in the armed forces who has served more 
man one year should receive at least $ 1000-1500 -cash. 

five ^^w^ * *• ?* of * t0 ° P" "lonthfx 
Ave months. We are spending on the South Americans 
don. enough to give a $1000 bonus to 6 million *E 



«. NO UfiOJt DAAFT. 

^j Roo8ev • I, and others would give 
and draft every m*** ~~* — — - 



us al 



^^ .. a number . _. 

7? M CToXaTION Or THI SYSTIM OF PUVATi W- 

There are two outstanding enemies of private •"**■ 
prise: (a) Corporate Monopoly, and (b) Government 

f*Antml 

The poorest boy in America should be given an op- 
portunity to make a million dollar, if r- knows how to 
. do It. He must not be hindered by the monopolists 
who are usually controlled by the international bank- 
er and he mart not be hindered by the b^ucrat. 
who want everything to be run and owned by the gov- 

^Privato enterprise is the foundation of the American 
system. It spring, from the teaching, of Christ. Chrurt 
believed in the dignity of the individual soul, in the 
privacy of the individual soul. . 

The above issues will be emphasized m the days that are 

immediately ahead; and of course certain a^*^ J™"* 
will be discussed, suclfai the current attempt to call off ttte 
elections. But most of what we will have to say will center 
i n the enunciated principles listed above. 



EMERGENCY ISSUES: 
i K 9 ht th. .l.v. .ct-S.n-1. Resolution No. 666. 
b. Rght .11 attempt, to call off th. +*?*. 
c Expo,. con.p!r.cy to ,t..l th. Sold.er, vol.. 



For .JdUion.1 information woc.rmn.lh'A™*'^ 

Firrt Moyomont »"*• ®»f " ^ MS^fc 
P. O. Bon 459, Dolroit 31, Mien. 





MERICA FIRST RALLY 

CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM (MUSIC HALL) Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May 15, 1944 - 8 p. m. 

Below are six admission cards. These can be torn off and presented to friends. 

Make sure they are ALL distributed. 



This terd will admit bearer and frf.ndi to: \ Thit card will admit bearer and friend* ft 

FIVE-STATE RALLY J FIVE-STATE RALLY 


AMERICA FIRST PARTY j AMERICA FIRST PARTY 

CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM | CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 

{MUSIC HALL) 1 (MUSIC HALL) 

Cleveland, Ohio J Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May 15, 1944-8 p.m. j Monday, May 15 r 1944-8 p.m. 

PRINCIPAL SPIAKER: 1 PRINCIPAL SHAKER: 

GERALD L. K. SMITH ! GERALD L. K. SMITH 

Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal \ Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal 
in his address will be the following: j in his address will be the following: 

The "No flection" Conspiracy World Government » The "No Election" Conspiracy Treason in Washington 
Slav. Ad 666 Tha Fourth T.rm Plot I „„. Aet 666 World Government 

. _ fof Bureaucrats and Hungry ! „«.s. t— .-*. ~ he F *or*h Term Flat 
Bureaucratic Tyrants Veterans • B «"««*°« M » t, « Tyronti Fat Bureaucrat* and Hungry 
New Deal Communist* The Farm Crisis ! New Deal Communists Veterans 
Tha Internationalists Treason in Washington i The Internationalists Tha Form Crisis 

Other Prominent Speakers to be Announced. J Other Prominent Speakers to be Announced. 

ADMISSION FREE 1 ADMISSION FRII 


This card will admit bearer and friends tot ' TM* cord will admit hearer and friend* to: 

F IV E -ST AT E RALLY ! F IV E -ST AT E RALLY 


AMERICA FIRST PARTY j AMERICA FIRST PARTY 

CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM ■ CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 

(MUSIC HALL) 1 (MUSIC HALL) 

Cleveland, Ohio J *"* Cleveland, Ohio 
i Monday, May IS, 1944-8 p.m. { Monday, May IS, 1944-8 p.m. 

PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 1 PRINCIPAL SPEAKER.- 

GERALD L, K. SMITH j GERALD L. K. SMITH 

! Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal i Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith wilt deal 
! in his address will be the following: \ in his address will be the following: 

The "No Election" Conspiracy Treason In Washington J The "No Election" Conspiracy Treason in Washington 
Slave Act 66* WorW Government S ] av . Aet 666 Wor,d Government 

. The Fourth Term Plot l „ .. T The Fourth Urm Plot 
Bureaucratic Tyrants £? ."ur.uucraT. and Hun 8 ry »«««««.«5 Tyrant. , pf Bur(Mlucrott „„. num§n 
New Deal Communists Veteran* | N * w Deal Communist* Veterans 
The Internationalists The Farm Crisis 1 The Internationalists The Farm Crist* 

Other Prominent Speakers to be Announced. { Other Prominent Speakers to be Announced. 

ADMISSION FREE 1 ADMISSION FREE 


This card will admit hearer and friends to: } This card will admit bearer and friend* to: 

FIVF-STATf RALLY ■ FIVE-STATE RALLY 

AMERICA FIRST PARTY j ^V^MERICA FIRST PARTY 

CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM j CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 

(MUSIC HALL) i (MUSIC HALL) 

Cleveland, Ohio } Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May 15, 1944-8 p.m. ; Monday, May 15, 1944-8 p.m. 

< PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: | PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 

GERALD L. K. SMITH J GERALD L. K. SMITH 

Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal j Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal 
in his address will be the following: i in his address will be the following: 

The "No Election" Conspiracy Treason in Washington | The "No Election" Conspiracy Treason In Washington 
Slov. Act 666 World Government 1 slave Act 666 World Covernm.nl 1 _ 

The Fourth Term Plot ' • • the Fourth Term Plot 
Bureaucratic Tyrant. f J .„,„„„„„ 0nd Hungry I oureaucrati. Tyrant. .„, , ur0ay<roti „J Hun.r, 
K .._... *. — i r-._^...5.». „_. ; New Deal Communists Veterans 






• ■■:> ■■. ; 

I 1 £- --I -C 



1 






?.Mi 



* . i 






( 



* 



aemtsd Bureau of Inttesttgntiim 
Untie 8 sHatc* Btpartmcnt of Bustfc* 

Detroit , Michigan 



ML IfO^Tffil BBfflW 

' : Director, m S^l^^Y^^^ 




FfftSU NAL AND OOMFIDS fgai 
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Dear Sir: 



Re: .GERAIi) L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
America First Party 
INTERNAL S ECURI TY - G 
SECURITY MATTES 
SEDITION 




There 
information obtained from 
to the Bureau, during the 



i i^be^j^e^fort^h|re^af 
perioaTr^mA^ilTf^lwr^ 



after the substance of k?© 
whose identity is known 
through May 21, 19U. 



The informant' stated that during the above mentioned 
period of time the Informant had not been able to secure a great deal of in- 
formation relative to SMITH'S contacts in Detroit inasmuch as SMITE has spent 
a great deal of that particular time outside of the city conducting speaking 
engagements at various meetings held throughout the country. The informant 
advised that SMITH did not intend to return to Detroit until the week-end of 
May 27, 19U. 

The informant stated further that he had received informa- 
tion to the effect that DONALD^LOHBECK of St. Louis, Missouri, a follower of 
SMITH in that area, had spent some time in the vicinity of Detroit and was 
apparently following SMITH about the country acting as an aide for SMITH. The 
informant stated that he was under the impression that SMITH wanted LOHBECK to 
work tor SMITH on a full-time basis to help SMITH in making arrangements for 
meetings in various parts of the country. , , ,, , |i ; | r^7\^, .^ V>^V 

y The informant related that SMITH had been in contact with 
Senator ROBERT^fetUOlDS from Washington, D. C, and that SMITH requested REY- 
NOLDS to send a telegram of congratulations to SMITH on the occasion of the 
meeting held in Cleveland on May 15, 1944. At this time KEYNOIDS promised 
SMITH that he would send a telegram to SMITH at the time of the meeting. 
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In a conversation with DONALD LOHBECK on May 12, 19W# 
SMITH advised LOHBECK that when LOHBECK was making arrangements for Sunday 
meetings at the churches in the St. Louis area LOHBECK should not pay any 
attention to the Slavic groups but should find out about the PqJ* L 
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letter to the Director 
May 23, 1944 



and Irish churches and talk to Mrs*T STANLEY of Cleveland Inasmuch as Mrs. 
STANU5T understood the situation. SMITH also suggested at this tine that 
I0HBECK attempt to solicit the aid of the Lutheran churches. 

The informant advised on this date also that in a con- 
versation with an unknownindividual from Washington, D» C, believed to be 
SMITH requested^ M to try and make arrangements for a debate 
L d at the KationSHWss Club on or about May 24, 1944, the subject 
of t he debate to be "Nationalism versus Internationalism. ■» SMITH suggested 
that M Bat tempt to secure either BAIL, BURTON, FULLBRIGHT or Justice 

ROBER^rtooppose him in this particular debate. 

At a later date the informant stated that he was of the 
opinion that arrangements could not be made for this debate to be held. 

The informant stated that he had received information during 
this period to the effect that SMITH was quite enthused over the defense being pre- 
sented by Attorney LAUGHLIH representing some of the defendants in the sedition 
trial held In Washington, D. C. 




The informant advised under dateoyjar^B, 19W+, that in 
a converse tionwith an individual believed to be M M well-known to 

the Bureau* (advised BHtNARI\I)CKAN that the lfflwauEeesSditorium was vacant 
for June 9,lW+, for the prospective meeting to be sponsored by the America 
First Party in Milwaukee. At this tlmefl (requested advice as to whether 
or not the auditorium should be rented under a false name or whether he should 
come out openly and he was advised by DCKAN not to do anything about this 
matter until instructions had been received from SMITH. 

Along these lines the informant later advised that he was 
under the impression that the Milwaukee authorities were very reluctant to rent 
the auditorium to SMITH and there was a great possibility that he would be 
unable to secure the auditorium in Milwaukee for the meeting on that date. 

Very truly yours, 
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REFERENCES 



DETAILS? 



Subject conducted meeting in Baltimore on 
May 22, 1944, which was attended by approxi- 
mately^ 300 per sone. Subject SMITH and Mpg, - 
EEEEST- XUNDEEN made addressee. Oiet of euch 
speeches aet out and indicate anti-Communist, 
anti-Hoosevelt and anti-international views 
with emphasis placed on winning the present 
war promptly and bringing back the American 
soldiers rather than for them to act as 
foreign police. 

- HUC - 

Bureau File #62-43818. 

Letter dated Kay 9, 1944, from Detroit Field Divls 
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On May 22, 1944, GERALD L, K. SMITH of the America *>re 
rty, held a meeting at the Alcazar at Baltimore j. 
ryland, which was scheduled for 8*00 PM. However, %% 
did not actually get under way until 8tS0 PM, at which 
time ttere were approximately three hundred persons in 
the hall» This audience included about half a dozen 



c d( the hail» This audience included about half a aozen 
V.ED l * ^^je-rsona wearing unifonr-s of the armed forces of this 
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. ..... -.,,.■■-.., -^-. Tn« meeting Mas opened by* Mrs, ELEIF (phonetic) who stated she was the 

"- " head of the newly-formed^jUue Star Mothers Committee of Baltimore, Maryland, 

[ . and she introduced GERALD L, K. SMITH as the principal speaker. It was 

noted that there were eleven men also seated on the speaker* s platform. 
These individuals were referred to as members of the local committee for 
the America First Party; however, their names were not furnished at any 
time during the meeting, 

Mr. GERALD SKITH emphasized that this meeting was of an organisational 
character and was not a popular expansion meeting and accordingly cautioned 
the press to keep this in mind and not to refer to the meeting as being a 
"dud n Just because thero were not a tremendous number of parsons present. 
He commented on the fact that his organisation had had a relatively 
inauspicious start in other locations of the country in earlier days so 
far as numbers of persons interested were concerned, but went on to point 
out that in the state of Ohio they now had 300,000 members, and as such, 
they held the balance of power there. He also indicated that due to 
WENDELL WILLKIB'e opposition to the America First Party in Wisconsin, 
WILLKIF had been defeated thoroughly in that state In hie recent primary 
candidacy. 

Mr. SKITH was particularly out-spoken against what he termed the bureau- 
cratic dictatorship in Washington and cited the fact that during President 
Roosevelt's terms in office, the Federal Government had spent more money 
than during all of the previous terms of all other presidents of tMi 
- - *■■ • country put together. He again brought out the fact that BERTURDTSaHCTCH 
. - had given a party for HARRY HOPKINS and his wife at a Yery elaborate 

7 cost at the same time that the Government was insisting that the public 

* . generally must tighten its belt. 

Mr. SMITH also indicated that President ROOSEVELT had recently been sent 
to BERNARD BAHUCK's estate in the South so as to keep him within the 
influence of such persons. 

He also commented in a sarcastic way that D-Day had already arrived since 
Mr. BOOSEVELT's Army has now taken Montgomery-Ward. This comment brought 
considerable applause from the audience. He also remarked that the Cons- 

X ti tut ion of the United States was thrown into the streets when they threw 

.'i Mr. AVERY out of the Montgomery- v ard plant. 



The second issue which Mr. SMITH emphasised in his talk was Communism. 
He commented that the Communist Party wae being suppressed as a political 
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unit by the Communists theme elves due to the fact that they found that 
the Democratic Party was doing more for them than S50VDER was. Also he 
indicated that Vice-President Wallace was aleo entirely too favorable to- 
wards the Communists and stated that Mr. Valle.ee had made an address in 
which he had stated that, "When the Bevolution comes, he hoped there would 
he as little blood Bhed ae possible." He indicated that he regarded Mr. 
Wallace as a stooge for Premier Stalin*/ He also brought out the fact 
that he was strongly opposed to SIDNEr***ILLMAH, whom he regarded as a 
present favorite of the administration in Washington, and explained hla 
opposition to HUiLKAN as being founded on the fact that HILLMAN was entirely 
too pro-Russian and Communistic and not because of the fact that he was 
a Jew. He cited in this respect that the right wing of the American Labor 
Party had previously stated that HILUIAN was a Communist, and when HHLMAN 
first came to this country he was refused admission into any union because 
he was too radical, 

SMITH also brought out the fact thAt since HHLMAH had been appointed 
to manage the political finances, the unions were assessing their members 
for quite large amounts and cited the fact that a CIO union in Detroit 
which had nine thousand members had been recently assessed the sum of 
$44,000.00 as its political contribution, and that such sum had to be 
contributed regardless of the individual political views of its members. 

Mr. SMITH indicated he felt there was a Marxist-dominated bureaucracy 
in Washington and by way of criticism of Russia, brought out the fact 
that there were millions of Christians in concentration camps in Russia, 
He also commented that the Polish priest who had recently been to see 
Stalin and who was the subject of considerable newspaper publicity 
recently had made the trip in question as a result of plane worked out 
by SAM RQSEH and President Roosevelt and that this development had been 
worked out with a view to capturing the votes of persons of Polish 
extraction in the 1944 Presidential election* ' 

During the speech, he also commented that Secretary of the Treasury 
Morgenthau was desirous of starting a world bank and that contributions —\ 
to the world bank would be based upon the amount of gold which each ■•■'■ 
country possessed. In this respect, Mr, SMITH commented that in view"' 
of the fact that we' possess practically all the gold, we would be expected 
to supply practically all the capital without obtaining proportionate 
benefits* t . '-. r ■ .:-.'": : ,.. - ..'■'". ■ .r" -.'■-:.-."■ '.." *". 

Comment was also made by Mr. SMITH to the effect that under the proposed 
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plana for a world organisation which would require an International polloe 
force, our soldier* would be kept all over the world after the war was 
OTer and he did not feel thie wae proper or in accordance with the desire* 
of the soldiers or of the people of this country. He alio commented that 
thie country wae supplying theee-f ourthe of the soldiers who are abroad ;• .' 
and specifically cited that no soldiers had been sent abroad by Mexico 
or Brasil, although they were supposedly involved in the war just an ., >' : ; 
such si thie country* • .',..'% .'•■.. V, =■"''. .,.■'-■'■■'.['■*-'. .-v'V'^ 

He also indicated that it was his desire that this country win the war ; ;i 
as promptly as possible with the assistance of Russia, China, and England, 
hut stated that these countries were not democracies, and accordingly, J; 
we should not be tied up Irrevocably with them. To give emphasis to his 
point, he called attention to the status of India and the method of hand- 
ling conditions in Ireland during the Black and Tan. Regime,-, ; *■'■■•' v.'' : K' 

to. SMITH also commented that he was unable to understand why the Jews ' 
were generally opposed to him and the America First Party, in view of the 
fact that he has never said anything anti-Semitic and commented that in ; < 
his opinion, the Jews should endeavor to become prominent In the America;/- 
Tlrst Party, because America Is the best country in the world for them, >V . 
and the aims of the America First Party to continually look but for-; ■;>;£. £. 
American interests first would directly favor the Jews* of course* ^ 

He also commented that in a recent speech Governor MWKi of llew York, J v j" ; K 
when speaking before a Jewish group, had spoken quite scathingly; of - ..;.• •-.;£? # 
the Amerloa First Party and had referred to them as 'rodents.V lV--W^^ 
this connection, he stated that he had promptly protested to (tovarnoX'v ££ 
BBMJT and implied that he had received assurance that ouch would not V^r? 
occur again. However, Mr* SMITH commented that if he could make an error'"" 
of that sort in the past, he would be apt to make another, and he alee 
indicated that he doubted if DOT would be able to obtain the Republican 
nomination in view- of that error/ He, also indicated that the most united 
votes in the United States today are those of the members of the ^eri^r 
first Party and the Republican party could hot. win without their support*' 
In contrast, he citpd that the most solid votes which President Roosevelt; 
has are those of tfte left-wing C mmunist group dominated by SIDHIT .^}v; 
HILLKAH and mikjffipDVBEB, - -ov -.£.-\,f <±- v *-//-J--s'\ r^^f^^;*^^^^*/ 

SMITH also empha si red that the purpose of the America ?irat /Peirty- W^W'S^'^ 
be to get a Hepubllcan candidate selected at Chicago who would .W entirely^:- 
opposed to Hoosevelt's foreign and domestic pollciesanA not sbmeohe; wbor; 
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could merely out-Boo eevelt Roosevelt and try to "boondoggle" more money 
In South. America than is "being done at the present time. He also Indicated 
that if the fcepubl leans did not nominate a satisfactory candidate, that 
Mas acceptable to the America First Party, then he 'himself might "be a 
candidate for President. He also indicated that the Party would hold 
a national convention in Detroit so that they would "be in a position to 
exert pressure upon the Republican and Democratic parties the same as 
any other pressure group in the country. He also indicated that the 
America First Party must lay deeply its foundations for a nationalist 
party and stated that the interest of four groups in the country must 
he satisfied, citing these groups as follovsi (l) war veterans, 
(2) the workers, (3) the farmers, (4) independent businessmen* 

To satisfy these four groups, he proposed the following program! For 
the veterans^ he advocated a one thousand dollar cash "bonus to each 
veteran who had "been in service for over one year and aleo advocated 
that farm lands presently owned "by the Government he opened to such 
veterans as homesteads. In this connection he stated that the Federal 
Government now owns enough' farm land through foreclosures to cover the 
area of twenty states of this country. 

For the workers he cited the institution of profit-sharing systems 
similar to those in effect at the Lincoln Electric Company of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and the Jack and Helntz Company should be followed so that the 
workers would receive from $15.00 to $25.00 per day. In this respect 
he cited that the Lincoln Electric Company workers have had a profit- 
sharing plan in effect for the past twenty years and that during the 
past year their earnings had averaged $6400.00 per worker and that these 
workers produced four times as much goods as did their competitors. 

Por the farmers he stated that the plan was to pay them a "bonus for 
distribution and to clean up commodity monopolies and international 
bankers f as he said there had never been an over-supply of anything 
that was produced on the farm whan the actual needs of the world's 
population were taken into consideration. 

As to the small businessmen, he stated that monopoly of all sorts 
should be outlawed and bureaucracy interference with business should 
be eliminated. He claimed that as a result of the present adminis- 
tration's tendency to favor large concerns, over 260,000 small 
businessmen have been obliged to go out of business. .. 
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He dosed hit speech with the emphasis on the point that the soldiers 
should o* brought home immediately after the war la von and that this 
country should maintain a great national defense and a two-ocean Eavy 
and should not be Interested in setting up a world nation where this 
country would merely be subject to the desires and wishes of other 
countries* 

SMITH then introduced Mrs. EHHEST LUND1OT, the widow of Former United 
States Senator ERNEST LUHDEEK, whom he explained had been killed in a 
mysterious airplane explosion sometime ago, Mrs. LUNDBEH" delivered 
her address through reading from a manuscript and It was explained by 
Mr. GTUEALD L, K. SMITH that she would read from a manuscript due to 
the fact that the point she was going to discuss contained dangerous 
things and that the only safe way was to have it read from a prepared 
manuscript, 

Mrs, LUNEBEN stated that she viewed It as the principal duty of everyone 
at the present time to concentrate on winning this war as soon as possible 
and went on to emphasize that all of her remarks which she was going to 
make were to refer to the post-war era or to the era prior to the 
current war* However, it is to be noted in this respect that during 
her talk, various points were dii cussed which could only apply to the 
present day situation, 

Mrs, LUSDEEH emphasized that isolationism was the basis on which this 
country was originally founded and through which it acquired its 
greatness and asked the support of the audience in destroying the 
myth of internationalism. She mentioned the United nations Tood Con-» 
f erence that was held in Virginia sometime ago as an Instance of what 
happens when internationalism is allowed to run rife, and pointed out 
this conference, which had to do in large measure with the disposition of 
food raised In this country, was kept confidential even from members of 
Congress and news men, which, she stated, was entirely Improper, 

She also stated that she felt that her son and sons of other parents In 
the audience ehould have a right to say whether they desired to police 
foreign countries after the war is over. She also stated that Europe 
had always been a battle ground and that we had missed many European 
wars as a result of minding our own business, and that she regarded 
it as preferable that we endeavor to make our own citadel impregnable. 
She also stated that war costs money and that this one Is going to cost 
billions and billions, but that the greatest hurt of all would be the 
casualty list; but they will finish the job and after the war is over, 
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they should restore the old type of America* She urged that there he 
no recurrence of the conditions each as existed at the conclusion^ 
of the first World bar* with its large unemployment of veterans, etc* 



She went on to cine that the present war has cost as already three 
times as such as it has cost Germany* tsn times as amah as it has eoet 
Italy* fourteen tines as anon as it has cost Japan* and fife times as 
much as It has cost Britain* She attributed these figures to the 
lew Tork State Iconomle Council* 

Mrs* LUNDX3H also explained that her intereet in the America First 
Party and her fight for the principles adopted by that Party were 
merely continuance of her late husband* s f lght hack in 1919 when he 
opposed the League of nations* 

She also commented disparagingly on the interests of the Xnglish 
people and the Xnglish Government in the results of the Presidential 
election la thie country and cited an article in a publication of the 
Chorda of England widen definitely stated that Xngland oould not help 
but be Tl tally interested in the results of the Presidential eleotlon 
in this country* She also brought out the fact that there were 
560*000 refugees who were secure in thie country and asked why they 
should have protection here* "When our own eons are sent over to fight 
for them. Why shouldn't they be eent over to do their own fightingt* 
She also commented on the fact that $566*000,000 worth of lend-lease 
eupplies had been shipped from thie country prior to Pearl Harbor 
and Indicated that thie activity on the part of the government had 
occasioned the loss of the Philippine Islands to Japan. She indicated 
that President Boosevelt's policy of helping other countries had 
stripped our own Army and also blamed the foreign policy of the State 
Department under Secretary Hull whioh had permitted Japan to acquire 
war materials with which to fight China and ourselves and yst had 
invited the Japanese attack by our note of November 26, 1941* which 
virtually was an ultimatum* She attributed this last remark to an 
editorial source whioh she did not identify* but cited it as a reason 
as to why no one should be in favor of a fourth term for Boosevelt. 
She also commented adversely regarding the "boondoggling" as she 
termed it* in the endeavor to buy good friende and neighbors in South 
America and in this respect commented that good friends and neighbors 
do not havs to be bought* She also commented on the fact that in 
July, 1939* her late husband had made a spec oh inquiring why we did 
not endeavor to obtain permanent postsssion of islands located up to 
1500 miles off our coast for use as permanent military bases, and on 
July 6, 1940* her husband had made the suggestion in the Congressional 
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Becord that the various foreign countries affected should turn ever 
to this country the pertinent Islands Involved as a pert; payment of their 
Mar debts dm to this country. In contrast she cited that today we 
now have only long-term leases covering oat use ef suoh military basso 
v and are paying enormous sums of money for their use* It was also 
noted that Mrs, LUHDXKH was quite out-spoken in her criticism of the 
columnists VALTXR wlHCRHVL and DHXV PXAHSOH, whoa she stated vara 
sere character assassins* 

At the nee ting in question, it was noted that the organisation had 
available for sals to Interested persons ooples of the book by ZDVaHD 
JOKBS, "and 80 They Indicted Mo" which was on sale for one dollar, and 
the publication of the laerlca first Party entitled. "The Cross and 
the Flag," for twenty-five cents. There was also a calendar for 1944 
which Includes a photograph of SEBALD L. K» SMITH and his family, 
a copy of 'Che Cross and the flag? Tolume f3, #1, for April, 1944, was 
obtained and Is being furnished to the Bureau, together with a copy 
of America first Principles advertising the meeting of May 23, 1944, 

: T „ *ad cards being passed out for general distribution regarding the 

America first program and Inviting the individuals to write to the 
America first Party *t Dstroit, Michigan, for further details, 

.v...; It is also to be noted that during the meeting in question, GERALD 

L. K, SMITE asked for contributions to be made and indicated that 
, these contributions were for the purpose of paying the rental on the 

!■"*%-; k** 1 *** urged that everyone contribute as much as he was able. He 

■V-; specifically urged contributions of from one dollar to twenty dollars 

■yj* iJs *o& urged that no one give a nickel, beoauss if they could not afford 

r^' more than a nickel, then they should cone to him and he, SMITH, would 

give then a nickel* 

In view of the fact that no further Investigation remains to be eon- 
; *'■ ■ • ducted in this field Division, this case is being considered HDO'd. 

BK3.0SUB33 TO THB BUBBAUi Copy of "Th&ross and the flag," Apr., 1944; 
Information card on Party; Copy of America first Principles, 

- HZFKBEBD UPOH OOMPLITIOW TO THB OfflCl Of OHIOIH - * i"^.i.- 
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Assistant Attorney General Tea C. Clark 

J/ Edger HooTer - Director. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

CSPJILE L.TC. aaTH, elth alUiui 
THE AMERICA FIKST PAETI 
IHTERMAL SSCaftlTTj SEDITIOB 




For jour further information and consideration 1b this cas e the 

isatteched a copy of on additional report eubnittec toy Special Afent' 
■ at Bt-ltinore, Vary land, under date of May 29 , 1944* 

Also attached 1b e photostatic copy of the March, 1944, issue of 
•ubjoct'e publication, "The Cross and the flag", 
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synopsis of facts-. On Kay 15, 19hh at the Public Auditorium, Cleveland, 
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Ohio, GERALD L. K. SMITH addressed approximately 
1600 persons. SMITH remarks followed his usual 
trend. Other speakers were HARftT''ft61 «gR 1 _ Am erica 
First leader, Greenville, Ohio, RIIKBF.TJ Tl NnTER, 
Secretary of the Farmers' Guild, and Mrs, ERNEST 
^JDEEN. 
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Letter from the Detroit Field Division dated Uasr-T""^^ 
9, 19hk. / \ <?zS 

At 8:00 p.m. on Kay 15, }gW\ GERALD L, K. SMITH, 
National Director of the-America First Party, addressed 
an audience of approximately 1600 persons at the 
Public Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio. To gain admission 
to the hall, it was necessary to present a card of 
admission. On the platform in addition to SMITH was 
Mrs. DAVID STANLEY, President of United Mothers of 
America, Cleveland, Ohio; Mrs. PHILIP H0NREAL, Vice 
President of the same organization; Mrs. ERNEST 
LUNDEEN, widow of Senator UJNDEEN; RUEBEN RINDLER, 
Secretary of the Farmers* Guild; HARRY R0MER, America 
First leader, Cleveland, Ohio, and Reverend Doctor 
L, L. MARION, Pontiac, Michigan, This meeting was a 
five-state meeting of the America First P arty. The 
meeting was opened by Reverend Doctor L. l./IiakiON 
of pontiac, Michigan* 
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Doctor MARION stated the meeting had one purpose and that was to 
further the crusade of the America First Party, He stated this meeting 
represented America First support in the five states of, Onio, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, Michigan and New York. Doctor MARION introduced GERAID L. K. 
\ • SMITH, stating that he had known SMITH for 25 years; that he was pure as 
gold and that he was the only man in the United States today that had the 
intestinal fortitude to face a concentration camp and a threat of imprison- 
ment for speaking the truth as he sees it. 

At this point GE.RAID L. K. SMITH took the rostrum and announced 
that the America First Party is presently carrying on a nation-wide tour 
and announced the following meetings 5 Wednesday, May 17, 19l±l±, meeting to 
be held in Buffalo, New York; Thursday, May 18, l°Ui, meeting to be held in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Monday, May 22, 19Ui, meeting to be held in 
Baltimore, Maryland; Thursday, May 25, 19kh, meeting to be held in 
Philadelpnia, Pennsylvania. 

SMITH stated that the America First Party was growing by leaps 
and bounds and was to be the coming party in the United States. He stated 
that two years ago the Communists and the New Deal tyrants expected to lock 
up GERALD L. 3C, SMITH and disband the America First Party, but the fact that 
they were able to have such a successful tour showed where these persons 
were wrong. He stated that several months back he had set up a plan of 
victory in 19^4 with three points; first, to retire all ROOSEVELT'S public 
life, second, to send YiTLKIE to Moscow, and third, to make HENRY WALLACE a 
milkman in China. He stated that they had been successful in the last two 
points and they hoped, and he felt sure, that they would be successful in 
removing the ROOSEVELTS from public life. SMITH stated that he has been 
criticized for speaking against the President of the United States in this 
manner, but he stated that if he is wrong in talking in that manner, it is 
worse for President ROOSEVELT to run for third term. 

SMITH then outlined his tour through Y/isconsin prior to primary 
elections in that state, and attempted to show to his audience that he had 
been primarily responsible for the defeat of Y/ENDELL YYILKIE, SMITH stated 
that Y/ILKIE himself considers the America First Party to his defeat. SMITH 
at this point asked the audience to rise and sing the first and last stanzas 
of America, Pledge Allegiance To The Flag, and recite the Lords Prayer. 
SMITH then introduced Reverend Doctor L, L. MARION, Pontiac, Michigan, who 
had failed to introduce himself at the time that he had opened the meeting. 

SMITH praised Doctor MARION for breaking up the Communist clique 
who controlled the OPA in Pontiac, Michigan, advising that the OPA had 
Wfi% refused to give Reverend MARION gasoline and had attempted to dismiss his 

'' " case by stating that there were too many preachers in the United States. 
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S11ITH advised that I'JiRION nad carried the case to Washington and had defeated 
the OPA board at Pontiac, Kichigan. SMITH stated that it seems to him "that 
if you are on the right side of politics, you can get all the gasoline you 
want" • 

SL'ITH then stated no matter who vans the election, the day of the 
two parties is coining to an end. He stated that even IT the Republicans are 
successful, they have not set up their policies so that they are able to 
carry out the organization for government as the people really want it. He 
said the greatest danger to the United States today is the Communists, who 
are ready and have organized in the schools, the shops, in the pulpits and 
are ready to "iioscowize America" at the first chance. 

Ot-Xln euuiumnjcu. uncik/ «ic uau ixzm*?<± a. jia.-i.-i. xu t?aouxiig uuii, u. -». uai 

the 2Uth of Hay; that he had challenged any of the Internationalists of 
Vashington for public debate inasmuch as he wants to air the public policies 
of these persons who are giving our money to foreigners. SMTTH stated that 
his representative in "Washington had contacted several of the officials in 
the New jeal Government but they had all refused to debate. 

SIITTH pointed out that the large vote polled by 1IARTIN L. SYvTEEEET 
in the recent government primary in the state of Ohio was a reflection of 
the power that the America First Party had in the state of Ohio, and he 

stated that America First Party had the balance of importance in Ohio and 
that no one could be elected who attacked the America First Party and 
repudiated them. 

ClITtPU 1 n + t+i^Uss.A 4n+/i a +.-? Mirta ono-inef T PrTTTC CT?T Tt?TD T^4 4-nv. ^P 4- Ua 

Cleveland Press, for the "smear campaign" that he had instigated against 
the United f others, stating that the only crime that these women had 
committed were being for America first. 

SMITH then attacked the AAA, stating that an attempt was being 
made to coerce all farmers in Ohio to join this organization. He advised 
that the AAA had given all the farmers a quota of wheat to raise and. if they 
exceeded that quota, they would have to pay the government $.h9 a bushel or 
plow the excess wheat under. He stated that unless the farmers joined this 
AAA or fell in line with this New Deal policy, they were refused gasoline 
by the OPA boards and refused deferments for their employees by the draft 
board. SJ-IITH attacked this procedure as a gigantic scheme to whip the 
farmers into line by the Washington bureaucrats. 

SMITH at this time introduced HARRY ROt-£R, a member of the 
Farmers* Guild and America First Leader of Greenville, Ohio. 
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HOLES attacked the American press and stated that it was "rotten 
to the core, not morally rotten but rotten in trying to keep the Communist 
trend in Washington and that the papers in this country could no longer be 
believed". ROtER stated that in his opinion GE^IlijJLilTH is a better 
American than FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT and ELIZABETH "DILLING was a better 
American than ELEANOR ROOSEVELT. R0L2R attacked WALTER YJIHCHELL, stating 
that he is attempting to create disunity and his interest is mainly in pro- 
moting a fourth term. ROISR was bitter in his attack against the AAA and 
the New Deal and stated that the only salvation for the United States at 
this time was the America First Party, 

SLOTH then introduced RUSB3K RILIDLER, Secretary of the Farmers* 
Guilc^ who spoke briefly and attempted to expose the method of operation of 
the AAA, inasmuch as they refused to give him machinery and tried to limit 
him to the amount of crops he could grow. 



v- 



SLTITH then introduced Llrs. ERNEST LUKDE3H, widow of the late 
Senator lAjriDEEII, who read a prepared speech in which she attempted to show 
that the aims of the America First Party today were the sane as the aims 
of the America First party in 191°. She stated the fight today was the 
same as during the Firstuorld ;iar and that was a fight against unscrupulous 
politicians giving our country away to the Internationalists. She read 
certain newspaper clippings that show that her husband had led the fight 
in 1919 for "America First" and she stated that he had died a martyr to the 
cause and that GERAID L. K, SI^LTH had risen up to carry on the crusade. 

SMITH again took the rostrum and stated that THOT.iAS L. DEWEY, 
Republican President Candidate, had stepped out of line and had insulted 
the America First Party. SMITH stated that when ne had protested against 
this he had been contacted by several influencial friends of DEWEY and who 
requested SMITH not to abandon DEWEY at this time but that he had only made 
the speech in question, in which he had insulted the America First Party, 
because it was recessary to do so to line up certain persons along the 
Eastern Seaboard. SLOTH advised the assemblage that he was going to be 
magnanimous in the above matter and that he would let THOMAS L, DEWEY have 
one more chance, but if he again insulted the America First Party, he would 
lose their support and in that way would lose the Presidency of the United 
States. 



IPJlf 



SKITH then asked for the authority to call on ROBERT McCORLUCK 
or 3URT ViHSSISR or some other candidate that he would choose to run against 
DSTi'EY if DEWEY did not stay in line. SMITH then attacked ROOSEVELT and 
Attorney-General 3IDDLE for the action in the recent Montgomery Ward 
controversy and stated that these two men had dumped the Constitution of 
America into the street the day that they dumped AVKRALL SSWELL into the 
street. 
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SMITH then quoted the five major points of the America First Party 
which it advocates. They are as follows $ 

1. One thousand dollars to every veteran in this war when 
mustered out. (less money for foreign politics, more money 
for American veterans) 

2. Ten dollars, fifteen dollars, twenty dollars per day for 
workers by instituting profit sharing as practiced by the 
Jack and Heintz Company and Lincoln Electric Company of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 



3. Cash bonus for farmers for production rather than for 
destruction; increased prices for farm commodities to be 
maintained by distribution performed and by a clean-up 
in our money system would produce an abundance of butter, 
meat, milk, etc. 

4. Restore private enterprise by outlining monopoly and 
eliminate bureau interference with business, 

3>. No foreign policy, no world government, no international 
bank, a strong national defense, trade with all nations, 

permanent alliance with none. 

S;.:ITH then attacked the Good Neighbor policy stating that this 
country spent -j6, 000,000, 000 on Latin .America in order to buy this friend- 
ship and stated that this practice should be discontinued and that the 
money spent on the returning war veterans. 

He stated that small business was being crucified by monopolies 
and Bureaucratic interference, and that less than 66 per cent of small 
business had received war contracts throughout America. SKITH then launched 
an attack against the "International police Force" which they planned to set 
up to satisfy the whim of CHUHCHILL and STALIN. He stated the United States 
should maintain a strong Army and Navy and they should not use it to protect 
anyone else, and that we should make no permanent alliance with anyone 
whatsoever. 




At this point in the meeting SMITH itemized the expenditures in 
connection with the cost of the meeting and estimated it to be about $1,000. 
SI.:iTH requested donations to offset these expenditures and to aid him in his 
crusade against the New Deal. 
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The following literature was passed, out at the meeting: A public 
statement by the United Mothers of America. Tnis is a four-page statement 
which was issued by the United Mothers of America in which they attempt to 
refute the charges brought against them by the Cleveland Press. They also 
passed out blank membership application for the United Mothers of America 
in an attempt to get persons to advance money to aid the United Mothers 
in combating this "smear campaign". 

At the time the meeting was disbanding, certain individuals passed 
out literature sponsored by the Peace Now Movement, 20 Berkeley Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Upon seeing this, SKITH again took the stand and 
called his f ollowers back to the hall and advised them that this literature 
was not being passed out with nis authorization; that he was not sponsor 
for it. 
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J. Edgar Hoover ■• Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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Bureau file No. 62-43818, 

Bureau letter to the Hew York Field Division, dated 
October 15, 1943. 
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said that the information contained in thi» statement woui 
;h more accurate than any information ho could furnish at the present 
time. He explained that the above referred to statement was made at a 
time when hie recollection of the facts was clear and that much of the 
material contained therein was verifie^bya diary which he lc3pt. this 
diary is in the possession of ■ It -will be recalled that 

the content a of the above^mention e^si 
of Speoial agent fl ■ dated 



!atement were reported in the report L^t/ 
1 Key 31, 1943, at New York City* 




was shown the statement which heexeouted f or I 
purports to be the statement of ■ B *nd he I 
ed that he is the author of it. He said tra^TB^alias was ysj^y 
to protect hisi£entity from other persons having access ulf) 
information* I Bread the entire statement in the presence 
and oonf irmeoxn^inrormation which it contains* He claimed 
that all of his information is based on personal knowledge and that H ii 
absolutely true* 



In regard 
with national Bund 
was desirous of takihfever the ent 
Bund into the Committee of One 
headed while in New 



<«a8Sf^p ^^fev,^^^^^^*^ 



temont oon oerning SMITH'S association 
_ stated that at f iret SMITH 
e membership of the German-American 
whioh was the organization he 




that SMITH 
i&t ne n&o ais cussed t&is matter witn ■ ■ *™i thai 

phad given his okay* SMITH contended i Teoould use the 
advantage in his anti-Coronunist campaign* HUB ■••id that it was not 
expeoted that the Bund would lose its identl^Tn the Committee of One 
Million, but that its entire membership would support the committee and 
would beoonw members of it* It is his belief that SMITH was concerned 
principally with increasing the membership in the Committee of Qna Million 
and also in obtaining the dues which the Bund wculd be required to pay* 
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^^^admitted that he never tool^art In any discussion* 
between SMITE and | |and he does not know what | ( reaction was to 
SMITH«S proposition. He said, however, that SMITH talked of gaining 
fifteen hundred tew members at one time through the Bund and said that he 
thought it was a mistake to lose iiiis opportunity. • 




Inregard to the conneotion_be 
agdthe Bund t W Boo nt ended that 

W ■ often had coErerenoes with tithe? 
enothat he reported on these conferences 
as the liaison b etween the Committe. 
Bund* 




r some or his aseoc: 

TH* He referred to 

on and the German- American 




stated that he dco lined 

tloiu However, on this esme oTay he claims that he saw ■■and 

la^TRey 



three other Bundists in the dining room of the Cafe Rouge, and tha 
all wearing the Bund uniform. Later SMITH told him that he had met 
after the luncheoninhis private off lee* SMITH did not disclose wna 
transpired betweeJl Bfcnd him 



i^geywere 

na^TH 






On another occasion ■ Bwas called to SMITH'S private 

apartment at the Murray Hill Hotel to^oTvar some radio soript with SMITH. 
TOien ho reached the hotel he was told to wait in the lobb y for a few minutes 
before going up to SMITH'S apartment* While he was there M jjk got off 
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the elevator and a short time thereaftarB B vas instructed that h« 

oould now see Mr* SMITH. He said that heispositiTe that on this occasion 
had just come from SMITH" fl apartment* 

reoalled one other oocasion on which SMITH told him 

that he had Been ■ He reoalled that this was on the Bame^fovthat SMITE 
had oorfulted wit^nim as to the advisability of meeting fl B» a 

taaown racketeer, who had been formerly active in N ew Orleang^Louj uilana # and 
who was known to SMITH* It will be noted that thefl Breferred to 

is the same individual who has recently been oonneSl^wRnxBescandal re- 
garding IB in Now York* 

At the conferenoe at which it was suggested that Bund members 
attend the massmgeting of the Committee of One Million at Philadelphia, in 
full uniforra,B B stated that SMITH said while they oould be friendly 

with the Bund ists^it was not neoeaaary for them to tell the world about it* 
la this conrjectioni^will be recalled that in previous reports it was pointed 
out that fl B had urged thattheBun^attend this meeting in Phila- 

delphia wMSW^aa oppoaed byfl Bwaa finally auoceasful 

in prevailing upon SMITH to order tnir^^^Kunaistsoould attend the meeting 
but that they would not be allowed to wear their uniforms* 
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Jwas questioned in regard to the newspaper artiole 

in which SMITH was quoted as having said his ultimate purpose was *to seise 
the government** He said he had never heard SMITH make such a statement and 
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clared^liowever, that 4-i' thiflTatement was reported by FAYMOND DANE3LL 
of the New York Times, SMITE undoubtedly made it* He pointed out that 
at one time DANIELL was tent by the Hew York Times with SMITH to Louie Una, 
to attempt to expose DE31EY LONG and that SMITH may here made the statement 
to DAN ELL privately, 

also advised that he has given information concern- 
ing SUITS to the Post 'Office Inspectors, regarding a possible violation 
of the postal laws and regulations, but that the United States Attorney in 
New York had declined prosecution. It is noted that the Detroit office 
has reviewed the Post Office Inspectors' file on SMITH'S case. 
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, furnished a carbon copy ot a 
, which was submitted to him by 



typewr itten report concerning the sub jec 

an informant, who is apparently in close touch with the subject at Detroit, | 
Michigan* This report covers some of SMITH'S aotivities during the month 
of March, 1944 at Detroit, Michigan, It also contains a report of an 
America First Party Rally at Saint Louis, Missouri, This report is being 
forwarded to the off ioe of origin and it is not being set out in detail 
herein inasmuch as the information may have already been reported. 

The report ot SpecialA||ntJ fc dated March 19, o 

1940, at New York City entitled, M J with aliases, ET AL> 

SUBVEP5IVE ACTIVITY, SEDITIOUS CONsfflaCY^ThWTW«^RNMENT PROPERTY*. 
reflects that underdateo^Au^uflt 15, 1936, the Bureau requested an in- 
ves tigation of J M It was developed in this investigation 
that« ^^rH?5^©inS5ricaniB» and that she was connected with the 
Silve^^Hrts^also that she is very much interested in sociology and 
politics, and likes to disouss these subjects as well as promoting true 
Americanism, She was reported to have a distinct dislike for the Jewish Lju 
peopleandisextremely erratic and self -centered. The report refleots 
thatW Iwas interviewed for information in conneotion with the in- 
Test i^^^^^^^he Christian Front, but that she was reported to be 
eocentrio and on occasions irrational, and it was not believed that infor- 
mation received from her could be given much weight* 
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A review of the file refleota that all leads in thte 
case for the %v York Field Division have been covered and thic oaee is* 
therefore, being referred upon completion to the office of origin* 



ENCLOSURE TO DETROIT (1) 

One typewritten report ooaoernli 




GERALD L« K« SMITE, obtained from 
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or, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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sedition 




For yenir farther infomntian in your con a? deration of thie case 
th ere is attac hed a eery of an additional rc-ort cubnitted by Special Agent 
at New York City on June 3, l?Ui. 
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AMERICA FIRST 

PRINCIPLES 

Tfte 4*?*f/«r First Crusade stands for the following principles: 



1. AMERICA MUST BE PUT FIRST IN WAR AND 

PEACE. - 

We do not mean this in the selfish, greedy sense. It 
is a fundamental social law that a man must consider 
his own first. A Scripture verse says: "He that careth 
not for his own is worse than an infidel." 

We must safeguard our own natural resources. We 
must fight ail attempts on the part of bureaucratic 
- traitors to give away and exhaust our national wealth 
on their foreign and international ambitions. 

What words could be more appropriate than 
"AMERICA FIRST" in the winning of the war. When 
peace comes, those whom we send to the oeace table 
must be so loyal and trustworthy that their first eon- 
\sideration will be their own America. 
' We mdst make sure that our own veterans of this 
war are considered first. Attempts are being made to 
flood us with immigrants and refugees. If we allow 
millions of foreigners to flood into our country, they 
will take the fobi-which belong-to the men and worne' 
in ttie armed ser^jres. This must never be. 

2. NO COMPROMISE OF NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY. 

international planners' are attempting to trick us into 
a world government^ If tjiis. happens, a group ot men 
meeting in Tehercuy^or Casablanca, or London, or 
South Africa, will be makjig laws for our people to 
obey. We must figbuo loeep our government in our 
National Capital, tfo foreigner must ever be per- 
mitted to make rules y obj people to obey. 

3. ntPEAL BUREAUCRATIC FASCISM. 

Students of world politics admit that the Washington 
bureaucracy resernbles the Fascism of Europe. It repre- 
sents an attempt to control our personal lives as well 
as our doily work by government edict from Washing- 
ton. The bureaucrats delight to call those of us who 
are Nationalists, fascists. They know full well, how- 
ever that the real Fascists in America are the bureau- 
cratic tyrants of Washington. 

4. EIGHT NEW DEAL COMMUNISM. 

The present administration in Washington represents 

a strange wedding between the technique of Fascism 

and the philosophy of Communism. Thousands of 

• Communists, pinks, and pro-Communists, are on the 



5. 



payroll of the United States Government. Many gov- 
ernment bureaus take their orders from men who be- 
lieve in the Stalin system. 

LESS MONEY FOR FOREIGN POLITICS AND MORE 
FOR DISCHARGED VETERANS. 

Without limiting our military forces, we should put a 
stop to the program of international boondoggling now 
going on. Billions are .being spent on South America, 
other billions are being loosely scattered all over the 
earth for non-military purposes, while our veterans are 
returning from this war, jobless and penniless. 

Every man In the armed forces who has served more 
than one vear should receive at least $1000— $500 cash, 
and the remainder at the rate of $100 per month for 
five months. We are spending on the South Americans 
alone enough to give a $1000 bonus to 6 million vet- 
erans. 
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NO LABOR DRAFT> 

Mr. Roosevelt and others would give us alt a number 
and draft every man and woman to do whatever he or 
his subordinates might dictate. This would be penal 
servitude. We shall fight this proposal to the limit. 

RESTORATION OF THE SYSTEM OF PRIVATE EN- 
TERPRISE. 

There are two outstanding enemies of private enter- 
prise: (a) Corporate Monopoly; and (b) Government 
Control. 

The poorest boy in America should be given an op- 
portunity to make a million dollars if he knows how to 
do it. He must not be hindered by the monopolists 
who ore usually controlled by the international bank- 
ers, and he must not be hindered by the bureaucrats 
who want everything to be run and owned by the gov- 
ernment. 

Private enterprise is the foundation of the American 

system. It springs from the teachings of Christ. Christ 

believed in the dignity of the individual soul, In the 

privacy of the individual soul. J 

The above issues will be emphasized in the days that art 

immediately ahead; and of course certain emergency issuei 

will be discussed, such as the current attempt to call off the 

elections. But most of what we will have to say will center 

in the enunciated principles listed above. T 



a. 

b. 

c. 



EMERGENCY ISSUES: 

Fight the slave act— Senate Resolution No. 666. 
Fight all attempts to call off the election. 
Expose conspiracy to steal the Soldiers' vote. 
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For additional information concerning the America 

Fu »t Movemeat write Gerald LK. SmrUV^^S ^j%^?*»* 
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P. O. Box 459, Detroit 31, Mil*. 
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DYNAMIC RALLY 

Tht* meetino, ■» being held in co-operation with the NATIONAL BLUE STAS 
MOTHERS OF AMERICA directed by Mm. Catharine V. Brown and Mrs. 
Lillian Parki. 

MERCANTILE AUDITORIUM 

1416 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

THURSDAY, MAY 25th, 1944 

8:00 P. M. 

SPEAKERS: 





GIRALD L K T^MIT H 
Baltimore Sun (H. L. Menckenjt ""Gerald L. K. Smith 



\ is the greatest orator of this century. He begins where 
5 Bryan, Billy Sunday and LaFolleUe the tenior left off." 
*'' Lowell Thomas sayn "Gerald L. K. Smith is the most 
fearless and dynamic orator in America." 



NATIONAL DIRECTOR 



Ik Ernest lundeen 



Widow of the United States Senator 
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1 SUBJECT OF SMITHS ADDRESS: ! 

MAKE WAY FOR LIBERTY 

A 

Hear this address and you will understand why the Communists, the Nazis, and ^ 

ALL I^^IT^^^^^^tBl^/tHfEff* hate GerM L K - Sm ' th wor$e than an * liy?n 9 Amer »can: 

►litical movement ', 
o; Among the many tobies with 
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why he leads the most rapidly growing political movemenj 
^ in the United States. - I £4 
tt&r* — ■ — ^ — r^ — nisco^™ L-tes ^ 

many topics with which Mr. Smith will ^eal i^is^dres^^^ey^a^llowing: 

The^NO ELECTION" Conspiracy THE INTERNATIONALISTS 
SLAVE ACT 666 TREASON IN WASHINGTON 

BUREAUCRATIC TYRANTS < WORLD GOVERNMENT 

THE FOURTH TERM PLOT 
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I ^NEW DEAL COMMUNISTS 

v . > ' : f AT BUREAUCRATS and HUNGRY VETERANS 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

file no. 100-5778 



Ptwm No. 1 

THIS CASK ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



REPORT MADS AT 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 



DAT! WHIN MADS 

6-3-Ui 



PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MAIM 

S-18-U* 
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^ERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, TOLS, 
^AMERICA FIRST PARTY 



REPORT MADE BY 
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CHARACTER OP CAM 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 






REFERENCE: 



DETAILS: 



Meeting of the America First Party "under 
the direction of GERALD L.K. SLOTH held 
5-18-ljli at Carnegie Hall, North Side, Pgh. 
Attended by some l£5 people. SMITH stated 
the America First Party stand. He denounced 
the President and the New peal. The theme 
of the talk of Jvlrs . # ERNESfHiJNDEEN, widow 
of the U.S. Senator, was "America First and 
not to become entangled in foreign wars." 
CHARLES A^jJADDEN was on the platform. 

- RUC - 



Detroit letter to Pittsburgh dated £-°-Ui« 



AT PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA Jsjijr 




The meeting of the America First Party, which was held under 
the direction of GERAID LYMAN KENNETH SMITH on May 18, 19W* at Carnegie Hall, on 
the North Side, Pittsburgh, was attended by some 1±25 people. Present on the plat- 
form with SMITH and Mrs. ERNEST LUNDEEN was CHARLES A. MADDEN.* 

% , Mr. SMITH opened the meeting by stating that he regretted 

that Mrs. MARlSJXCOTELL of the Defenders of the Principles of George Washington 
was not present due t to illness. SMITH proceeded to knock the New Deal, the Presi- 
dent, tJM i vice. President, WILLKIE, and DEWEY. SMITH contended that the people have 
no choice/because" of the fact that DElfTEY has endorsed HULL'S foreign policies. If 
the people*" cannot get a strong candidate to oppose ROOSEVELT, SMITH stated that he 
•would be president in I9I4.8. SMITH mentioned that all Jewish organizations are ..;.->-~ 
against him f(nd j^cpuW^ not understand why as they should be for America First, 
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this being the only country that hadn't thrown them out. He also mentioned 

SS«if5 ?S° P nl ld n °^ ^ that he * aS the first t0 eo to Washington on 
behalf of the soldiers to have their pay increased from $21. a month to $50. 

1^ advocated that an additional $$0. be set aside for each boy so that 
when he came out of service he would have something to help him along and 
not depend on charity. 



ZJin-t.j.1 



fc %j following} M ~ + **>**- stood for. the, _. 

1. A thousand dollars to every veteran of the war when mustered 
out. Less money for foreign politics, more money for American 
veterans. Billions are being spent in South America. Other 
millions are being loosely scattered over all the earth for 
non-military purposes. On South America alone enough money 
is being spent to give $.000. to 6,000,000 veterans. 

/^Jvr 2. $10., $15., and $20. per day for workers by Instituting profit- 

-"££>" ' sharing as practiced by the Jack & Heintz and Lincoln Electric 

$S^"-' ~ Company of Cleveland, Ohio. 

3. Cash bonus to farmers for production rather than for destruction. 

-? u;j, ..~t Increased prices for farm commodities to be maintained by dis- 

;:.;^:i, : : : , tribution reform and a clean-up in our money system. This -would 

■;K : .':#; produce an abundance of butter, milk, meat, etc. 

U. Restore private enterprise by outlawing monopolies and eliminating 
bureaucratic interference with business. Private enterprise is 
the foundation of the American system. 



^■/\ 1, 5* ' Foreign policy. No world government, no international bank, a 

*&$'—' strong national defense, trade with all nations, permanent 

alliance with none. 

Ifrs. ERNEST LOHDEEM, window of the United States Senator, 
;. ._ . was introduced by GERALD LHIAN KENNETH S1£ITH. She advocated the principles 

I -*.' of being free with all nations, trade with all nations, but to beware of 

foreign entanglements with any nation. She mentioned that some people want 
our boys to police the world after the war. Her idea was that it would be 
better to let our boys say something about this. She said that our boys 
should defend the United States and not fight foreign wars. Mrs. UJNDEEN 



-2- 










'% 




^ ^4ZeLTl^rT^ "!r S aS h ° lea ^ «" ttle foreign 

a recent fLd con^rence diScIine o^L^/T^ ?* S been ^tled.^ln 
and congressmen .ere not peSittel to Sd L°1' t^^ n *™^n 
she mentioned that the cost of the United S?^t%^ ^ S !* of the * ar * 
»or« +lhA n all i,o ^, hpr J^;'3J ^f ^ s ^ °™r $13,000,000,000 
great many refugees are beln^emr-te&S t£ p §iG£Tt_ She mentioned that a 
protection and have their boys stay here while our boys go to foreign sour 
and fight their battles. WINCHELL, ALIEN, and FEARSCN were listed by Jsrs. 
LTJND3EN as smear artists. 
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Assistant A«wrw«ur 



'*<.L3;ocrc» 



J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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GERALD L. K* SMITH 
TUT ALI-KICa FIRST PARTI 
UT7ERIAL SECCRITT 
SEDITION 



I. 



For your further inferential in your consideration of this case, there 
ia attached a copy of an aAHtim al report prepared at Pi ttsburgh. Pennsylvania, 
on June 3, 1$1*U, by Special Agent 
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Wthstzl Bureau of lnitt0ttgatum 

Winiteh §tates Btpmimtnt of luatto 

Detroit, Michigan 
Juno 12, 1944 



nuNo. 



62-1126 
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Director, FBI 
Re: 



gerald l. k. smith; 

Pamerica first party 
internal security 
security matter; 
sedition. 



Dear Sir: 






Mr. ToUoa 

Mr. JC. .A. TaaSJEn. 
M*. C1«M 

Mr. Coffwr. 







i'*» 
n obtained from 
, .... „ ......_. eau, during the 

y zz to June 6^~.L%4, inclusive, l *7p 

Informant advised '"t^at during the above-mentioned period he had not 
been able to secure a great deal of information because SMITH spent * greater 
portion of the period outside of the city conducting speaking engagements in 
the East and Mid-West. 

Informant advised SMITH owes federal income tax in the amount of 
$405 for the year 1941 and the Internal Revenue Department wants SMITH'S check 
immediately or they will have to take further action to collect it. Informant 
stated meetings were planned for the fair grounds at Greenville, Ohio, June 4, 
and that SMITH is attempting to rent a hall in Chicago for the ai-ght before 
the convention, : .^^r^^^-^^^J2J^±^:\ )\^\C^ 

auditorium of the Northern^High School in + 




Informant said that the _.. 
Detroit, Michigan was rented by SMITH in the name of the ^Federation of 
Americanization and tickets were issued in the name of AMERICA FIRST. This 
provoked a controversy prompted by the CIO, who contested SMITH'S right to 
have the use of a public auditorium. Informant stated a meeting was held 
by the Board of Education of Detroit on June 6, at which time the CIO and 
other objecting parties stated their contention in this matter, and SMITH /^ 
is scheduled to have his say at a meeting on June 13, 1944 • Informant adviseti 
that about six different groups were protesting to the Board of Education th^ x 
use of a city auditorium by the SMITH group. 

InformanU stated SMITH ordered one thousand to two thousand 
booklets from JOEj/JaMP, New York City, and intends to distribute the 
pamphlets' to his key people as a premium for donations of one dollar or 
iribra; ^Informant advised that the circular will read somewhat 



3 



**0 



'**+ 



°u 



Jl! 



«9 




*; 







hat as follows: t */* J 



.■ ■/( 






\- " "I 

... 4 



v 






Latter to the Director 



June 12, 1%4 



"With Lotions of Love.... What moat Americans can do without is giving aid and 
comfort to the enemy.... is helping Hitler's divide and conquer strategy.... and 
is creating disunity on home front. What self-styled patriot is a pitiful dupe 
of Axis agents? What goasiper'e propaganda has been branded as detrimental to 
the armed forces by Military Intelligence? What ex-isolationist tried to claim 
credit for starting World War II? What loud-mouthed anti-Communist has helped 
the Communist cause? What well known know-it-all does not know when he was 
married? Ylhat malicious scandal monger has a scandal of his own to worry about?" 
Informant said the books from CAMP were received on June 7, collect for the 
amount of $100. 




.Informant advised SMITH contacted 
_ Greenville, Ohio; HARRJ^tfMER, 

reus sing meetings and distribution of propaganda. 



elved on June 

mm 

Cincinnati, Oh 



Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 

Ohio; and Urs^/UJNDEEN; 



b 



n i/ 



Informant advised that SMITH'S mail has been better than usual and 
that SMITH is "okay" financially. Informant a aid SMITH had a tremendous 
meeting at Greenville, Ohio, where SMITH'S contract for the fair grounds was 
canceled, but that about seven thousand people were there and it was a good 
crowd. 

Informant also remarked SMITH is being sued for $100,000 in New York 
City for using the nameJ^MERICA FI^ST. 






Very/truly yours. 



i>7^ 



R. A, Guerin, 
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June 19, l$Ui 

^%% - 3* '• Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

GEIUUD L. I. STTTHj AJOTICA FIRST PAHTTf J^- 

IHTEHNAL SECURI7T - Oj SECOHTTT IJATTERj SEDITIOK. 7* 

Reference is wade to your letter of ffane 12, l?Ui, captioned as above 
wherein you advised in part that a confidential informant had laamed that Stadth 
is being sued for $100,000 in New Tork City "for using the nana Anerica First." 

The Bureau is interested in this report and, accordingly, any additional 
data coming to your attention concerning this alleged suit or the parties thereto 
should be appropriately referred to the Bureau* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SL...*fil*no. 100-6013 



I^onii No. 1 ' _ 

This case originated at DKIBOIT, MlCHIGAI 



REPORT MAM AT 

SUIT LOUIS, MSSOCRI 



DATtWHIN MASK 



4-10*4 



PERIOD POR 
WHICH MADE 

6-7-44 




GBRMD L. K* SMITH, with illu 

TH^AMHtlCA FIRST PARTT 
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CHARACTER OP CASE 

DfflRNAL SfiJURItt - 
SKURITI MATTF* 
SHJITIDI 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



EBFBEHCIt 



DETAILS t 







Subject SMITH held three-hour meeting at Saint Louis, 
Missouri, June 7, 1944, at which approximately 750-4000 
people vera pr esen t. Subject claim attempts being made 
to aet up ROOSEVELT dynasty and conspiracy to el ImTnato 
1944 Presidential election* Subject stated int action of 
running for President of United States in 1946 on a plat- 
form of Rationalism, the planks of which support the 
worker, veteran, and farmer* United States Senator REMOLDS 
of Berth Carolina to apeak with SMITH under America First 
Party sponsorship* 

- HOC - 

Bureau File #62-43808. 

Letter from the Detroit Field Division dated June 2, 1944* 

AT SAINT LOUIS. MISSOURI DEPp ^A' | W^^A " fe ^S^ 

Subject GffltAID L* K. SMITH held a three-hour America First 
rally on June 7, 1944 at the Saint Louis Opera House, at 
which approximately 750-1000 people were present. At the 
entrance of the meeting were stationed vario us C ommunist 
workers distributing handbills castigating SMITH as a HITLBB 
type of dictator in America* 

The rally consisted principally of GEUID SMITH'S talk. It 
was opened by DOiff^OHBHSK, temporary local chairman of the 
America First Coaaittee, who briefly introduced the speaker. 
Present on the stand were Mr* and Mrs* L0HB33K, Mr* and "■**' 



COP.E.OPTH-.EPORT ^J.^ 
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GERAID L. iT^BOH, and a Reverend JOHNSON, Pastor of tha Winnebago 
Presbyterian Church, vho opened the meeting with prajer for the eucc 
of the Bnropean Invasion* 

SMITH denounced ROOSEVELT: , claiming that thousands of dollars were being 
spent and an organisation had been set up In New York which Is Intended 
to have JAUSSjfboOSETSLT succeed FRANKLIN DEUN6^BQpSSVEI£ in 1%6 in 
the White Bouse. SMITH predicted further that there was also a a it meant 
under way to cancel the 1944 Presidential election in November under the 
guise of military necessity and he stated that If this were not success- 
ful, President ROOSEVELT would then run for reelection on a Nationalistic 
platform and SMITH would be hard-pressed to keep President ROOSEVELT from 
climbing on the America first bandwagon, stealing their thunder In order 
to obtain his reelection* 



SMITH criticised severely the Administration spending money in foreign 
countries on good will which only goes to the benefit of the international 
bankers, when the money should be spent on providing better standards of 
living for the American people and for the returning veterans* 

SMITH claimed that it was the action of the America First Party which de- 
feated WTTJ.KTK in the Wisconsin primaries and he stated that he, SMITH, 
would be a candidate for the Presidency in 1948 on the America First pro- 
gram, whic h wou ld have as their platform a nationalistic policy. In this 
program, SMITH stated the veterans would receive $1,000.00 mustering-out 
pay and that the Government, which now holds land through foreclosures 
equivalent in extent to the Atlantic seaboard states, should give this c 
land pro port ionately to the veterans for their rehabilitation* The worker, 
atated SMITH, would receive |25*00 a day wages in the profit-sharing plan 
as presently practiced by the Lincoln Electric Company of Cleveland, Ohio* 
Under the America First policy, the farmer would operate under a reversal ■ 
of the New Deal, that Is, he would be paid for producing and not for dee- ; 
troylng his crops* SMITH stated that his aim was to outlaw monopolies and 
bureaucracies in the Government* ■■ 

SUn further stated that in the late summer or early fall, United States 
Senator ROBERT RriWWOIDS of North Carolina, Chairman of the Senate mili- 
tary Affairs Committee, has agreed to speak with SMITH In Saint Louis j* 
under America First sponsorship* He claimed also that REIN0IBS has agreed 
to cooperate in endorsing and helping to elect America Fireters to the ■;■■»: 
United States Senate and the House of Representatives* ;g^ -jo r ;.*<-*:; 

'it Is also to be noted that in the Saint Louis area, a rift has appeared v- 
in the America First Party in that there is dissension in the ranks »^ 
to SMITHS refusal to remove DON L0HBBCK, temporary local chairman or tarn, v 

Party* . .:^ : -.,>:>- ; ■■->-, V •;,:.-, : - ..:.,;-. ' ^M^d^ 
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Twice Airing the evening, SMITH interrupted his speech in order to take 
a collection as, he explained, he is unable to personally address all 
these cities which are clamoring for him to take collections; he solicited 
pledges of monthly amounts and the audience was given envelopes to fill 
out with their name and address and the amount of their monthly pledge* 
The second collection was for the sale of their publication, "The Cross 
and the Flag 11 , and other literature* 






A copy of this report is being sent to the S t. Paul Field Division since 
it is noted in referenced letter that SMITH is to sponsor rallies in St* 
Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota, on Jane 12 and 13, 1944* 
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Junel?, 15Ul 

J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

OERJLXJ) L. E* SUITH, flITH ALTAS; WE AE RICA FIRST PAHTIf 
INTERNAL SECUHTTT - Of SECURITT KATTEHj SEdTICH. 

Reference la made to the report subedtted In thla caae by Special Agent] 
[at St* Louie. Missouri, on June 10, 192iU* 
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It ia noted that the flrat paragraph of the details ia incluaiTa of the 

following statenentt "At the entrance of the eeetlng were atatloned various Connunist 
workers distributing handbills castigating SL1TH as a HITI£R type of dictator in Axocrica.* 

The Bureau desires that you isnedlate}? advise, aa to the source of your 
information in connection with this statement (that is to the effect that the people 
stationed there were various Connunist workers) and whether the persons so stationed 
hare actually been identified as Cocmmista or are neroV thought to be or alleged to 
be Ccnnunists or of Conaonistio eynpathies. 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Reference : 



Details: 



Subject addressed meeting sponsored by Mrs. 
CATHERINE y^>mO-^m^nd Mrs. LTT T .IAflfoftK3 , 
Officers of "t|j«r1?ational Blue Star Mothers 
of America on May 257~1944 at Philadelphia. 
Approximately 450 persons were in attendance** 
Meeting also addressed by Mrs. ERNESTy^fflSEEN. 

- SUC - 
Letter from Detroit to Philadelphia dateci May 9, 1944. 
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The following report on the meeting addressed by subject, 
held at the Elks Hall in Philadelphia on May 25, 1944 under 
the auspices of the officers of the National Blue Star Mothers of America, 
Mrs. CATHERINE V. B R0V3N and Mrs. LILLIAN PARKS, was furnished by the 
■ (to this office. 

"At 8:35 p.m. the chairman Mrs. LILLIAN PARKS opened the meeting by having the 
audience repeat the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, then a Mrs. YEAGER sang 
two verses of the Star Spangled Banner. • 

Mrs. LILLIAN PARKS then read a prepared speech: Good evening, Mrs. LUNDEEN, 
Mrs. BROWN and Mr. GERALD L. K. SMITH. I also wish to extend to you good end 
loyal citizens of the Philadelphia area who are attending this meeting tonight 
the best wishes and thanks of the Blue Star Mothers who are the sponsors of 
this meeting. It is seldom that the opportunity presents itself to gather the -~ 
speakers- of such prominence as GERAID L.K. SMITH and Mrs. LUNDSEN on the same NCj _ 
platform, but . we all know what they stand for and what they think about things A^ 
which, are going -ton in this country. We know that we are engaged in a global 
war. "Otfy jfarcf s are poised in England on the eve of Invasion. I call your atten- 
*> ■ I ±JL ■ 1 a __ H.VCTLBDBY 
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0}^ tion to House Bill 262 now before the Committee in. Congress which would delay 

sSaSSa j the invasion and the inevitable casuallties until we know what we are fighting 
'"-"*! for and what is going to be gained by Invading Europe* Do we want our boys to be 
^-jtS policemen of the world after they finish this global war? Do you want them to 
spe'nd their lives acting as policemen of Europe, Asia and Africa? If you do not 
know the answer yourself ask one of them and you will' get it in no uncertain terms. 
Many men in high office in Washington have forgotten the traditions and customs 
.i of this great country and have embarked on a career of internationalism that can 
only lead this great Country to disaster. As a member of the Blue Star Mothers, 
I call upon you to elect only those men to office who have the best interests of 
the country at heart, end this slaughter of our boys and bring them home to their 
rightful place in American life* 

It now gives me a?eat pleasure to introduce our fearless organizer and President 

Mrs. CATHERIKS^mVN. 



V£* , Mrs. CATHJ31IKE BRO;<N: Thank you Mrs. PARKS and Good evening Mr. SMITH and Mrs. 

9 UJNDESfcu I think under the circumstances it would be well for me to tell you 

r about the late husband of Mrs. LUHDEETJ, the Senator from Minnesota v/ho was killed 

in an airplane crash on his way to address an America First Rally in 1940 in 

.„.,.,. r Minneapolis. EAuN5ST UJKDE3W served as a Congressman for many years and his 

death brourht to a close a career that was. definitely and always concerned with 

: ;V- ■ the welfare of America first. He was first elected a representative and then 

■-... ':) a Senator. He opposed entry into world War I just as he opposed participation 

;.....':.._. in Vi'orld War II. After our Country plunged in iforld war I however he did every- 

■ \ thing possible for the welfare of the soldiers and was instrumental in securing 

i the bonus for veterans of World Y/ar I. After his untimely death he was the 

w-^-! target of such smear artists as Winchell and Pearson but his wife has courageous- 

£r 'r3 ^3 taken up the work where he left off. It now gives me great pleasure to intro- 

; ''.,■■ /! duce Mrs. LuuDESKL v/ife of the late Senator from Minnesota/ 

■'' MRS. SUI3ST LUNDEEN: It is a great pleasure to be called upon to speak before 

such an outstanding group of American citizens of Philadelphia and vicinity and 
. 'j to appear on a platform with such a man as G2ZULD L.K. SMITH. Mrs. BROWN was 
■ J "-j very kind in giving up the time alotted to her to tell you something of the life 
~ 1 history of my husband, the late Senator LQNDEHJ. All the men and women in this 
j audience realize that we are engaged in a global war. Our sons and daughters 

have been called from thetr homes and places at our tables to take part in this 
• y struggle. " It is our duty to help them in every possible way. It is our duty to 

«/. win this war a3 quickly as possible so that our children can return and take up 
^ the duties of useful American citizens and follow the careers which they would 
have normally had not this terrible war intervened.. The statements which I 
am about to make apply to the period before this war and prior to pearl Harbor. 
v-^-w * as ^ a £ a ^ n that you keep this in mind for it is very important. We hear a 
?fI'Sl§ great deal these days about isolationism. I refer to call it nationalism. 
&0iM whatever we are called be it isolationists, non-interventionists, nationalists 

or any other term, it is always well to remember that George 'Washington, the 
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'0yS£i Father of our Country, was an isolationist. He had the principles and courage 

fesffiffi to fight for hi a beliefs.. He worked and fougfrt hard to free this Country from. 

M;i -s the constant turmoil of war which was always going on in Europe. However, 

I 1 *' z Washington's policy was not one to make this a hermit Nation. In his farewell 

address he clearly states the great principles which he hoped would endure after 
he retired from public life. It was friendship for all nations, trade with all 
nations and entangling alliances with none. Under this type of leadership this 
Nation grew to true greatness, ffe pursued this policy faithfully until the 
fatal year of 1917 when we deviated from It and became involved in World War I. 
Since that time a certain element in this Country has been trying steadily and 
with success to destroy the policy of America first which lead to our greatness. 



U 




Just what do they mean by the myth of isolationism. I say it is no myth. It 
has been the strong foundation upon which a great American Nation was built. On 
the contrary I would say Internationalism is a falsehood and a myth. I wish 
'•PSjjJ .. to cite an article from the YJashington Times Herald, it is entitled "We Missed 
.-;0:j?b , These. n It is a list of the wars fought in Europe since Columbus discovered 

■$%5&P America. There have been 462 minor and major conflicts since that time, almost 

one a year since Columbus arrived on these shores. He missed these wars by 
minding our own business and it was the desire of our forefathers to escape 
these wars and the overburdening weight of taxation which goes with such con- 
flicts. Europe has been a battle ground for centuries and always will be. How 
■'-.-■....: can it be any different when people put hate in their children's hearts before 
-...-.. '.? they do anything else. 

I tell you our present trend must stop. We must bring our boys and girls home 
away from this senseless slaughter and make America impregnable. I ask you to 
write to your Congressman, asking him to support the bill which would hold up 
the Invasion until we know what we are fighting for and what we will gain by 
invading Europe. It Is time that we brought our children home and taught them to 
love their neighbors, instead of teaching them to invade other countries and 
make enemies of their inhabitants. We all know something of the tax burdens of 
today. It is costing America billions and billions of dollars to carry on this v?ar 
of internationalism. $10,000,000 an hour is what it is costing us every hour. 
Next year Mr. Morgenthau says it will cost a whole lot more and we are now taxed 
to the limit. I tell you we cannot be armory, bank, commissary and bread basket 
of all of the Nations of the world. The most terrific burden will be casualities. 
Our brave boys will finish this job but many will never return and others will 
come back horribly maimed, but they will finish the job.. Let's have an America 
when they return where they can re-establish themselves, where all races, creeds 
and colors can live harmoniously. Let's not have a repetition of the lastnar 
when long lines of veterans walked the street hungry and ill clothed. I say wake 
[ up America* 

IPfl Think what this war has cost this Nation to date in actual dollars. The figures 

"'■MfyW are staggering but there is another important and often over-looked fact? It has 

;';- ; \Q! cost us 5 times as much as Great Britain, 6 J times as much as Russia, 10 times what 

: '?yc& it cost Italy and H times what it has cost Japan. These figures come from the 
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New York State Economic Council and explain why 27 > 000, 000 people paid income 
taxes in 1943 while only 4,000,000 had to pay taxes in 1940. Another example 
was the international -food conference held in Virginia. Leaders of many foreign 
governments were present and plans were made to dispose of the food supply grown 
by "bur American farmers. Elected representatives of the people from' Congress 
and representatives of the press were denied admission. Think of it, plans were ' 
under way and made to dispose of our present food supplies as well as those 
grown after the war and the people of the United States are not supposed to 
know what those plans are. Thig is a working example of internationalism right 
under our very noees. I say destroy this myth.' and wake up America. 

When my husband the late Senator LUNDE52I began demanding that we remain neutral at 
the outset of the present war in Europe, he was immediately subjected to a smear 
campaign by the Winch ells and the Pearsons. Senator LUNDEEN fought against sending 
our boys to Europe in 1917 so this smear campaign is nothing new to me. I helped 
in that fight and have been trying to get back to real Americanism since 1919. 
Let's stop trying to settle the age old quarrels of Europe, let's get out of 
Europe now and stay out. Let's think of America first and not be carried away 
by sympathy for some group, or groups, of people to our own detriment, 

I was looking through the files of my late husband and found a card which he 
used in the election of 1916. It bears a phrase which is familiar to all of us 
"America First". Let's think of a bonus for our boys. It ?/as through the 
efforts of Senator LUNDEEN who began working in 1920 that the Veterans of the 
World War I received a bonus a few years ago. 

These smear campaigns are nothing new to me. I have been subjected to the 
tactics of the Winchells and Pearsons for many years but my husband who died 
a year and a half before we got into this war was a target of their campaigns 
continuously. They called him pro-Nazi and any other name that would villify 
his character. Imagine the feelings of myself, my son who is a Lieutenant in 
the Armed Forces and my daughter who is a student at the University of Minnesota 
when these men started on Senator LUNDEEN after he was dead. They knew that the 
law states that you cannot libel a dead man and he could not reply to their 
charges. 

I had a taste of the smear campaign very early in life, right after Mr. LUNDEEN 
and I were married. I was a school teacher in Hawaii and met the Senator on the 
boat going to Honolulu. A year later we were married and I went back to Minnesota 
to live. People began to stare at me on the street and it finally became annoy- 
ing. I asked my husband if there was anything wrong with me and he said "No". 
Finally a little 1U year old girl came to vl&itme one day and was sitting on the 
porch. Mrs. LUNDEKJ she said, may i ask you a question. I replied certainly and 
if I can I will answer it. Well, she said, when you were a girl in Hawaii did 
you alv/ays wear a grass skirt. See what they did, they had circulated a story 
that I was a native of the Hawaiian Islands. 
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In 1941 I requested the 31ue Network for an opportunity to answer the charges 
hurled at my late husband by I7inchell and the opportunity was granted me* I 
think I have the distinction of making the first attack on WincheU and my remarks 
are included in the Congressional Record of March 1941. 

As long as we have such people in our Nation as third termites and now they are 
fourth termites in our midst why shouldn't we have a law on our Statute books 
instead, of an unwritten law that no man shall occupy the Presidency more than 
two terms. Roosevelt broke an American tradition and rotation in high office 
is essential to our form of Government. Under this system this Nation became 
one of the greatest in the world ej^TXt is a fine thing that so many of you are 
here to listen to a man like GHRALD XHTH who is thinking of the interests of 
his Country first. 

Think of it, while our sons and daughters are fighting a global war over a half 
million refugees are in this Country safe and secure taking their jobs and 
letting them fight for them. I say deport these people to their own countries - 
put them in uniform and let them fight their own war. Can't you see friends 
that if Uncle Sara v,o«*.i aU eg fighting this war and spending billions of dollars 
and plays Santa Claus to the m^*. „ ? rl<i he will become a very bedraggled old 
man with only his whiskers and very few 01 „ M , J bb 

My husband advocated the securing of island baaoa ouiiyunu^s „™- — — v ..... ... . 

ago and they laughed at him. Oh, you couldn't touch the possessions of other 
countries in this hemisphere. Now we have then on 99 year leases and our boys 
are fortifying them and building a ring of steel about the Nation. I tell you 
if Mr, Churchill v/ere in the White House and Mr. Roosevelt were in England it 
would be a different story. Yfe would have had the islands and a lot more to 
boot. The Nations of Europe never. paid, or made any attempt to pay, the debt 
they owed us after the last war and they will do the same thing this time. 

The issue of America First should not be .controversial. Everyone- in this great 
Country should be for it. Do you realize that the men you send to Congress 
control the lives of sons and daughters and the welfare of the soldiers serving 
around the world. Congress will say after the war whether we are continuing the 
olicy of sending our boys abroad to act as policemen for Europe, Africa, Asia and 
he globe. There is too much pity and foreign thought in this Country today. 



I 



Let me cite an editorial to you from the Chicago Tribune. It is a very enlighten- 
ing piece of news and gives you some insight into what was going on when we were 
supposed to be neutral in this country and before we went to war, the same kind 
of neutrality which we are demanding of Spain and Sweden. (She then read the 
editorial which in effect stated that at the outbreak of the present war General 
UacArthur had 35. bombers and 75 pursuit planes in the Phillipines). Think of it 
friends - goods which were urgently needed by our Armed Forces and were ordered 
by the A r my and Navy Departments were taken away or not delivered to the men 
protecting American territory and they were unable to cope with the Japanese 
attack when it came. I do not know who is responsible for this condition but 
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certainly someone in the Administration in Washington should be held accountable 
*§|yj$i? v;hen this war is over. There were enough planes produced in this country up to 

&£& & that time to have adequately supplied MacArthur. A few hundred bombers and pursuit 

I planes would have turned back the Jap attack and saved the lives of many and the 

i untold suffering of others who were captured by the Japanese, Now while this 

^^ ! terrible condition went on, MacArthur supplied with 35 bombers, our State De- 

partments bungling attempt was made to keep peace in the Pacific. If such a 
condition existed, and they should have known so in the State Department, they 
had no right to deliver a note to Japan which was practically an ultimatum late 
in November. This is the sort of thing against which we are fighting and v/hich 
true Americans will not stand for. I say wake up America. 

Congress controls the purse strings of America and it is the duty of the people 
to size up the candidates and what they stand for before sending them to Congress, 
not to spend time pitying poor Russia, poor Poland, or poor France, 7fe can 
sympathize with these people but we must control our sympathies and think of 
America first. ( , - . ..' 

Good friends and neighbors can't be bought and do not have to be bought, pouring 
money into South America on lend-lease, or the good neighbor policy will not 
make them our friends. 

"He pledge Allegiance to one flag and one Country. V, r e broke all ties to foreign 
countries when we came here seeking peace and freedom and that one allegiance is 
to America. 

Churchill is for England first, he is a Nationalist. Stalin is for Russia first, 
he is a Nationalist. Why shouldn't our leaders be for America first and be 
Nationalists. : 

Our program is win the war first, that is our first duty now that we are in it, 
then elect members of Congress who will revive and maintain American traditions. 
Bring our sons home where they belong and have the country which Washington 
described in his farewell address as "Friendship with all nations, trade with 
all nations and entangling alliances with none". 

The Chairman then introduced the main speaker of the evening, GHIA1D L. K. SS3TH. 

GERALD L. K. SMITH* Good evening Mrs. PARKS, Mrs. BR0T/N Mrs. IAJNDEEN and you 
loyal American ladies and gentlemen of Philadelphia and vicinity. I certainly 
appreciate the remarks of Mrs. PARKS when she introduced me as the next President 
of the United States, • It shows that she at least believes that there is going 
to be a change. You know some persons have given up and think we will have a 
Roosevelt forever. Just the other day I read that a group of people in New York 
have started grooming Colonel James Roosevelt for the Presidency in 1946 to per- 
petuate the dynasty, but this isn't going to happen. We are going to get rid of 
Roosevelt and the bureaucrats in the November election and save this Country for 
real Americans, and it will be through the efforts of the America First Party. 
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^vKjf «* ust who the candidate will be I do not know, but we are not looking for the type 

™i i of candidate who can out-Roosevelt Roosevelt. What we need in this country ia 

more Congress and less President, we have had too much President for the last 
11 years coupled with bureaucratic tyranny in Washington, We don't want a man 
who can out-Roosevelt Roosevelt. Roosevelt Is a champion in his own class, 
he has out-spent anyone in history and heaven knows we don't want anyone who 
can do better in that line than he has. He has built up a Federal payroll' of 
three-million people, handed, out our resources with a free hand, by lend-lease 
and the so called good neighbor policy* We are spending money on this war at 
the rate of $10,000,000 an hour and I tell you that this cannot keep up without 
plunging this Country into financial ruin which will make the 1932 debacle look 
like a boom. 

We are on the verge of the invasion of Europe. Our boys are scattered throughout 
the world fighting on many battle fronts, fighting for God only knows what. . I ' * 

am sure I don't know, but I do know that while they have been conscripted and 
taken from their homes and jobs to fight this war, 580,000 aliens have moved in 
to take their jobs and places at the table. I say deport these people to the 
countries they came from, they left because they would have to fight, I say 
deport them, let them then put on a uniform and fight their own war and leave our 
boys alone. 

Our forefathers left Europe because they did not want to be engaged in cease- 
less brawling. They wanted to escape the heavy taxation that is the inevitable 
result of wars and they came here and set up a government which they intended 
to keep out of Europe's troubles. Right here in Philadelphia men like Washing- 
ton, Jefferson, Franklin and others made decisions that involved blood-letting 
but they never lost sight of the fact that they were leaving a heritage for us 
to follow v;hen making these decisions. They wanted us to be friendly with all 
nations but have entangling alliances with none. 

I read in the paper recently that this Country has demanded that Spain and 
Sweden act as true neutrals in the present conflict. Now I ask you if this 
Country acted as a true neutral in 1939,- 1940 and 1941. We took sides with 
one of the belligerent nations in Europe, supplied them with arms and conscripted 
an array here at home. And what for? At present it looks as though it was done 
to let the Communists rule Europe. France was ruled by these low slimy creatures. 
I have read some of the books written by Leon Blum, who was Prime Minister of 
France. In them he says that he can see nothing wrong in incest, imagine that 
nothing wrong with incest, which is sexual relation between brothers and sisters. 
Such Godless people have now made an inroads into this Country and are taking- 
over the Government under the very noees of real Americans today. Tftiat happened 
to France? She was rotten to the- core and could not defend herself, and matfk 
you - I want your attention to what I have to say, this Country will meet the 
same fate unless a strong Nationalist Party comes to the front, takes over the 
reins of power, throws out these tryannical bureaucrats that are eating the heart 
out of this Country, conserves our resources for America, builds a ring of steel 
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around this Country and fortifies it as a citadel. 



ttSSlf ^e are -facing a time such as has never been faced in this great Country before 

and it is the duty of the America First Party to bring these things to the 
attention of everyone- There are millions of people in this Country who feel 
_-.: the same way as I do but they do not speak up. It is now time for them to 

-~yi speak up and act. 

^* Winston Churchill is for England first and Stalin is for Russia first, why our 

leaders in Washington are not for America first or don f t speak up, I cannot 
comprehend. It is the duty of every Republican member of the House and Senate 
to speak up at this time and stop this shameful waste of our money and the 
lives of our young men. 

I ?/ant to know what we are going to gain by invading Europe. Are we just 
going to let the Communists rule Europe? If you go into a store and lay one— 
^_ hundred dollars on the counter you want to know what you are getting. Well we 

-?:&. are P ut ting at least a million lives on the line for they will be casual! ties 

: ££* in dead, wounded, missing and prisoners. Vftiat are we going to do about it? 

c3&*- ' I want to know and every member of The America First Party wants to know and 

should force the issue with his Congressman. Remember he is your elected repre- 
sentative under our form of constitutional government and has the right to demand 
_ > ^ rT _. a showdown with that clique in Washington, 

■:; One thing that I am going to demand strongly, I do not want British interference 

.-.'"'■;■. in our elections, I have heard that they are ready to spend three millions to 

: *'••'■- "•*- re-elect Roosevelt.. Anthony Sden's paper Yorkshire Post came out and said that the 

•■' election of anyone but Roosevelt and a Congress which supports him would be the 

death blow to Britain's hopes. Y/ell get your bottle of brandy ready Mr. Churchill 
.,.,-rj# for just what you don't want is going to happen in November and the America First 

| ~{ . t . Party is going to be the cause of your trouble. V/e are going to elect a man who 

has the interest and welfare, of this Country at heart. . You have said that you 
would not preside at the dissolution of the British Hnplre but we will not send 
our boys to India to help keep down the Indians and keep Gandhi in jail. In other 
words we are not going to conscript our boys to police Europe, Asia, Africa and 
let the other countries go ahead and do as- they please. Mr. Roosevelt and Mrs. 
Roosevelt have visions of becoming the head of a world state. If he is elected 
this time when the war is over he 7dll resign to become head of this super-duper 
government. And what does this mean, a flag over our flag,- a government over 
I our government, a Congress over our Congress. I tell you that as long as there 

1 is a breath in my body and a pulse in my wrist this condition will not come to 

"J . pass. They call me a rabble rouser and the leader of the lunatic fringe,- but as 

2^/'-"] God is my judge, I will never permit such a condition to come to pass as Jong as 

I have the power of speech to shout against it. . . 

e».j£wae These bureaucrats in Washington who want to control every inch of our lives don't 

Sifefi do things in a small way. When people began to speak up against this profligacy 

£#$§ they immediately conspired to put them in jail. I tell you that they wanted to 
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;j<;,'-4: put Fath^j^u|hUn in jail, Charles^Clndbergh, Burtor^pjeelera-, Bob^ynolds, 

:. v !l§SiSff Geraldj^Sy^and Gerald Smith. We -were investigated by the FBI, Infc^rn'al Revenue 

'&>$$&$ . and any 1 other. Government agency controlled by these rats who might be able to get 

anything on us but they couldn f t do it and we are here today. 

When- they couldn't put us in jail they started out on a new tack. They got those 
arch smearers YfincheH and Pearson to work on us and attempt to smear characters 
of such out-standing Americans, imagine a rat like Winchell trying to smear Father 
Coughlin and Charles Lindbergh. 

Then they had another of the same stripe, a man named Carlson write a book "Under- 
cover" which smeared these men and many others^ including Henry Ford. I tell you 
America is in terrible shape when such men as winchell and Pearson can do things 
like this. s 

Look at that woman whom you just heard speak (pointed to Mrs. IZJNDEEN), imagine 
the feelings of her children and herself, when such rats started to smear her 
husband before the earth had packed on his grave. He came to his death in an 
untimely airplane accident while on his way to address an America First meeting in 
Minneapolis and the crash has never been satisfactorily explained. That woman is 
the type we should be proud to have in the White House, not one who. is traveling all 
over the world or the Carribbean stirring up trouble and even going so far as to 

_._ P7 ^. stir up trouble at home. That is one of the troubles today with this Country. 

.;.;, women are acting like men, dressing like men, and men are acting like women. If 

my wife ever comes home dressed in trousers, chewing tobacco or smoking cigarettes, 

.■""';" I serve notice on you that I will do something no woman can do, I will grow a 

'•.-'■ ; " beard down to my waist. 

But now I want to tell you more about the coming fight in the Presidential election 
-w . this year. The months roll around quickly and November will be here Before long 

<&:- and there is much work to be done. First of all I want to tell you about Wendell 

w" Wilkie, that fraud who ran for President against Roosevelt in 1940. The Democrats 

and the Republicans nominated Roosevelt and Vfilkie right here in Philadelphia and 
then the farce started. Roosevelt started to promise something over here and 
Wilkie came right back and promised something better over there. They spent most 
of the campaign out-promising each other and it made no difference in the long run 
"'"" ; which one was elected, things would have been just the same. We weren't ready 

for them and were caught napping and they ^ust laughed at us, but we are ready 
this time and have disposed of that fraud V/ilkie already. You know he started all 
; over again talking internationalism and talking about spending large sums of the- • 

public money when we are already taxed to the limit. But let me warn you Korgen- 
thau has said that more money will be necessary next year to support this profligate 
and spendthrift outfit and unless they are thrown out of Washington in November 
you will be ground down further this year. Well, he started up and down the 
Nation trying to gether delegates for the National Convention but he found out 
that the America First Party as well as other people were working against him so 
.«**-,wm he decided to come to Wisconsin and make a test of sentiment for he knew he had 
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to have votes from the Middle West to get the nomination again. So he decided 
to come right out into my bailiwick and make a campaign and I welcomed the op^ 
portunity for a showdown with this rascal.,. You know Wisconsin is a great dairy 
state so he came out there and squirted milk all over himself in an effort to 
fool the farmers. You know the last time he tried to pose as a grass roots 
farmer, he got down in the grass in Indiana and rolled around until he had the • 
smell of horse and cow on him and fooled some of the people but he wasn't fool— •.. 
ing anybody this time. 

Now I want you to remember all the papers in Wisconsin were for him except one. 
He started his campaign by saying GEHALD L.K. fiulITH - that terrible man - was against 
him and thought all the people would flock to him. That suited me perfectly for 
I knew the strength of my organization in the state. My organization was not 
composed of money interests or powerful people in public life. They are just the 

?lain people, hard working and out-spoken who can be relied upon in any emergency 
o deliver the utmost, particularly if the future of America Is at stake. Well, 
I called them together and told them to get out and work against Wilkie, I told 
them what to do and supplied them with the necessary literature to carry on the 
fight. 

He started his campaign in a small town admidst the rolling hills of Wisconsin* 
Just to salve the audience of farmers along he told them that some great people 
came from this town. ' I sent him a telegram saying I agreed with him for I came 
from, that town. bell, he had a caravan of twelve automobiles travelling with 
him on the trip. You know our gas ration coupons were cut from three to two 
gallons but V/ilkie must have gas for his campaign and Eleanor must betaken through 
the Caribbean. Then his caravan moved on to Sheboygan and as they entered the 
town a hearse coming out of a cemetery fell in behind them. I told them this 
was a bad omen for Wilkie*s success, a hearse the 13th car in his entourage. 
We both worked through the state, the papers playing right into my hands and 
saying Wilkie was against Gerald Smith. ■ 

Newspaper men came to me for a prediction since I had accepted Wilkie *s challenge 
to fight it out in Wisconsin and I oust say that most of them published my inter- 
view correctly. I went out on a limb and predicted that he would not secure one 
delegate for I knew the strength of America First. No other politician dared to 
make so rash a prediction. The best any other said was that he would secure at 
least five of the delegates. Well, the results began to pour in and I was in my 
hotel the next day. Well that bare foot boy from Wall Street can go back to where 
he came from. You know I always said that I would send him to Moscow and now his 
friend Roosevelt can send him there if he wants to do it. We showed him definite- 
ly that we want no part of him. 

But now something else has happened which is definitely worrying me and was a 
slap in the face for every loyal member of the America First Party. Governor 
Dewey of New York who has been making a strong showing among Republicans made 
a remark which he must take back or he loses our support. He was addressing a 
Jewish Welfare meeting in New York and made the remark that "He v/anted no part 
of GSilALD SIXTH and his rodents - He and his ilk should not pollute the stream 
of American life"..- I immediately wired Dewey asking him what he had said. At 
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the same time I looked up the definition of rodent and this is what I found i 
^&1 a rodent is an animal which gnaws with its teeth. It mentioned the rat and that 

__* . : is bad, then it said squirrel and that isn t t so bad for they bury nuts in the 

^ ground. Then it said porcupine and that is alright and finally it said beaver 

^V-r-J and. that is fine. If he wants to class us as beavers we certainly have no kick. 

^/v'.' •: iVhy Dewey made this remark in front of a Jewish meeting I cannot understand. I ■ 

t' .■ } - am against no man for his race or creed, but the Jewish element in this Country 

^&J" is 'against G51ALD S£ETH, I know that. 7<hy this is I don't understand because 

if I were a Jew in America «• the only country where they are free today, I would 

fall down on my knees and thank God for being here. 

i Those arch sraearers Winchell and Pearson have attacked me and attempted to 

smear me in every possible way. Why I want to tell you that we were turned 
down on several halls in this town through the efforts of these people. Ytfio 
z do you think rented us this hall which we are using tonight? Well 1*11 tell 

you, the colored Elks. Think of It the colored people laid aside their prejudices 
^ " -. and opened their facilities to us. Maybe the Jews could take a lesson from 

f '- : them. I serve notice on them that they would be doing better to open their syna- 

■- ;■« gogues to us and let us hold our meeting there than they would by carrying on 

their campaign of hate against me and the America First Party, I'll give any 
person a necktie that can show me one Jewish organization- that is not against me. 
^^^ Any sensible person knows that 99$ of the Jewish vote in America will go to 

Eoosevelt at the coming election so why the America First Party, which Colliers 
v.--- ..■ L'agazine admits has three million members, and I v.ill tell you that it is 

■":•■■;■■ double that number, should be kicked in the teeth to secure l£ of the Jewish 

.■..-„.' L vote make 3 me mad. Think of it, kicked in the teeth to secure 1% of the Jewish 

! vote. 
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Well things started to happen after I sent LIr. Dewey the telegram. He said that 
he didn't mean it. To forget it and not worry about it. One of his close lieutenant 
called me by long distance phone in Cleveland the next day and said now please for- 
get it, he did not mean it. I replied so he did mean it, well you mean he has just 
read the results of the Wisconsin primaries. The speaker did not say anything 
more but apologized again and asked me to forget it, but the matter is not settled 
and we must have a distinct understanding and a strong Nationalist plank in the 
Republican platform before we support Ur. Dewey. 

You know that Mr. Roosevelt just got back from a vacation spent in the south at 
the palatial estate of Bernie Baruch, that sinister figure vrfiich has been haunt- 
ing the White HOuse for the past eleven years, beside the time which he spent 
around there when iToodrow Wilson was President. They had the President down 
there for his health, tanning his skin to get him ready for the coming campaign. 
They are afraid to let him slip out of their sight for a minute and want to keep 
him in hand all the time. Them and the arch spenders of the palace guard the 
Hopkins, the Wallaces and the rest. 

Those dirty Communists, Browder and the rest. You know Browder actually spent 
time with the President in the 19^0 campai gn and he is with him again, this 
time under a new name. You kno?/ Stalin dissolved the Communist Party or Inter- 
nationale, probably for his o?m purposes, and I really can see no sense to him 
having one in the United States which takes orders from lioscow and must be sup- 
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ported financially when the Vice President of the United States runs up and 
down our Country making speeches for him. You know he made a speech in Oregon 
in which he described the coming revolution and paid high praise to the Russian 
system of government^ well I say if he likes "Russia so well why doesn f t he go 
there? You know I said I would make him a milkman in China, './ell I didn't think 
they would take me so seriously but now I see they are sending him to China, 
That is a good place for him, maybe the Russians will decide to take over there 
and he can have just what he wants for he and his ilk are no good to this great 
Country. 

How can we accomplish all these things which we want to do to keep our Country 
the same as it was designed by the great founders Washington, Jefferson and 
Franklin. Well I will tell you, you can't just make it as you want it by 
hating Roosevelt, the bureaucrats and tyrants that have taken over Washington. 
You have to love your Country. I married Mrs^ Smith whom you see seated here 
on the platform, I made love to her and courted her and X won her by making love 
to her and not by telling her how much I hated Other women. Well that is the way 
it is in every day life, you must love something to be constructive not just 
hate. We will be married 20 years come June God willing. We don't belong to 
"7rx7-,? clubs or go in for entertain ing. We don't have time.. We lead a simple life 
;..;£- -ir; carrying on the fight for American Freddom to which I devote practically all 
.;v:'::>;>; of my time. (Told of his son who is in the Armed services and presently in a 
''-''■;;'[:'.?■• hospital in India - says when he returns he wants him to take up the life of a 

ivri&le useful citizen.) 

We have set the roots of a powerful Nationalist Party in this country and If 
^ we are defeated this year we will be able to go on to 1948 and win the election 

lf% '_•■ that year. I know Americans such as are in this audience will always be for 

'jf America first, k ■-■ • 

Now I want to report on the progress we have made since the last meeting. We 
have a definite program for the America First Party in the coming election and 
have a five plank platform which I hope the Republicans will be sensible enough 
to incorporate in their platform and ratify at the Convention in Chicago. They 
have had a taste of the power of the America First Party in Wisconsin and they 
know they can't win without the support of the America First Party this year. 

Well here is our platform: 

1, A $1,000 bonus for every veteran of this war who has. served more' than a year 
f\gjl in the Armed Forces. Think of it only $1,000 but at the present' it is the 

best we can do for them without increasing the burden of taxation. These 
men were conscripted - dragged from their homes and families and deserve 
_~~ every consideration after fighting this global war. How will this money be 

^PS obtained. We will stop such foolishness as lend-lease and the good neighbor 

;Sp£! policy. You don't have to buy good neighbors. A friend is a friend. Those 

traitors in Washington have dumped six billion dollars into South America 
buying good will. This will be stopped. 1'hink of that amount of money It 
would pay (?1,000 each to the first six million men demobilized and we would 
be a long way on the say to demobilization and the return to peace, 
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2, Take caieof the workers by paying salaries of $10, 515 3 §20, §25 dollars a 
day. Concerns in this country are able to do this and I cite the Lincoln 
Electric Company of Cleveland. This Company shares profits with employees 

■ and it is not uncommon for an employee to make $5,000 to $5,400 a year. The 
concern is one of the soundest financially, has paid dividends regularly for 
the past twenty years and still pays its employees these salaries. They 
have found. over a period of time that such a system steadily increases a workers 
output of production - sometimes as much as four times as much as one who does 
not share in the profits. Pass a law saying that over a certain amount which 
is used to pay dividends, all profits in excess of that amount which are not 
shared among employees must be paid to the Government in taxes. 

3. A cash bonus to farmers for producing, not for destroying, food. Think of 
farmers ploughing under wheat and cotton when all this can be corrected by 
reform of the process of distribution and a clean-up in our money system. 
An era of plenty can replace an era of want if we let the American farmer 
produce as much as possible, pay him a reasonable wage for his work and price 
for his commodities and see that it is properly distributed to where it is 
needed. If we do this there will be an abundance of butter, meat, milk and 
all goods now rationed. There is no need for such nonsense in this great 
Country of ours. 
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4. Be store private enterprise by outlawing monopoly and eliminating bureaucratic 
interference in business. Think of it during the present war 250,000 small 
business men have gone to the wall. Do you know that 80^ of the billions 
spent on this war and let in Government contracts have been to less than one- 
hundred firms in the country. I would restore the profit motive to business 

by decreasing taxes, furnishing employment and doing away with bureaucratic 
interference. The little business man must have a chance. If your son or hus- 
band comes home from the war and wants to start a clothing storey gasoline fillii 
station, grocery store or any other kind of business with his $1,000 bonus he 
must feel free to do so. . He must not be afraid that some big monopoly will 
put him out of business. Take the bi& oil monopoly, we know it is controlled 
by five companies but has no right to put any man out of business. Neither 
should the clothing monopoly before the man has his suits /first suits/ sold 
from the rack, 

5. Our foreign policy. No world government. No international bank. A strong 
National defense. Trade with all nations - permanent alliances with none. 
The America First Party is opposed to any form of world government, no matter 
what name or form is assigned to it by the tyrants in Washington. We don't 
want our boys to police the world. We want them to come home after this war 
is over and won and take up a useful place as citizens of this great country. 
If you don't believe me ask one of them and he will tell you in no uncertain 
terms. You know this international bank turns people's stomachs and sometimes 
it gets so strong even too strong for those who advocate it thoroughly. I 
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want to read an editorial from the Philadelphia Be cord of May 22nd. This 
editorial is in a paper which has consistently supported the policies of 
internationalism put forth by Roosevelt* lir. Stern the publisher and editor 
is among the leading proponents of international cooperation in the country. 
This editorial deals with a United Nations Allies scheme put forth to lure 
us away from the American System (read part of the editorial). It was even 
too strong- for Hr- Stern's stomach and it turned over- Nor/ let me point 
out to you, even Mr. Stern could not stand this program.. Once you enter 
into this conglomeration you cannot withdraw. Now isn't that something. 
Imagine you sign away your birth right to enter a nefarious scheme and can 
never get out of it no matter what happens. 



*• 



The last point is no matter what happens you cannot go to war under any circum- 
stances. Think of it, wouldn't the world have a lot of fun with us. Suppose 
Stalin decided that the Mexicans should cross the Rio Grande and take half of 
Texas. All he would have to do was tell the Mexicans to go ahead and he thought 
it was a good thing and the Mexicans would boil over the border and we could not 
go to war and chase them back where they belong. Anything like that could happen 
to us. ITell Hr. Stern soured at this, I don't give him credit for being a great 
statesman but he is a smart editor and publisher and has good nostrils. He.^f.^-X,, 
tell which way the wind is blowing and. scent what the American people wan^X'S V; v .' 
tell you we must build a strong fortified citadel with a ring of steel ,^ ! " ■ "v-':. : vv"-v"! "V* "..'.:"■■' r . 
composed of islands like Iceland, Bermuda, Greeland and Hawaii and lest the rest 
of the world mind their own business. - - 
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scheme not long ago. Nations of the world are supposed to put in money according 
to their share of* the world's gold. Well there is no use of me telling you 
what will ahppen. ;7e have all of the gold so we will put in all the money. In 
any of those super-duper schemes which they want to set up with headquarters in 
Casablanca they always want one or two Americans in the group to write and sign 
checks. And by the way I might tell you that since we took all the gold in the 
country to Fort Knox and buried it in the ground, I am demanding thct it be 
counted. Let's see if it is all there, I want to know if any of it has been shipped 
or taken away to some fore gin country for some sort "of nonsense, or to set up some 
sort of wild scheme. I don't trust the people who have had control of our gold. 

I have more good news fo r you. ffe have arranged a giant rally to be held in 
Chicago t by the America First Party the night before the opening of the Republican 
Convention. There will be two thousand or our leaders there from aU over the 
country. The rent of the hall will cost eight hundred dollars. Vie will demand 
a showdown with the Republican Convention and they must insert our planks in their 
platform. We are particularly interested in the strong nationalist plank. If 
they don't do this we will not support them in the election and they can't win 
Vi'awiOUu vjac suppOjfu c± me America First Party. If they revuse to accept our 
program I will be the candidate for President of the America First Party. I 
know it is a trip to the cross bub I will make the sacrifice for I know that our 
Nation faces a crisis such as it has never faced in its history. If I am defeated 
we will have laid the groundwork for 19AS and then we will win for nationalism 
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will have swept the Country* . 

I know that it will require a great deal of me physically but I have a strong 
! , body given to me by the loins of a God-fearing father and the womb of a Christian 
i mother. I have counted up in the past 2 weeks and I have had just U&% hours 
sleep. You ask me how I do it. 7/ell God gives me strength. I will continue 
this fight as long as I have a breath in my body and a pulse in my wrist. My 
father will celebrate his 58th wedding anniversary this year and he retired 
from the ministry on his 50th wedding anniversary. 

Now friends at this point I would like to stop. People often ask why I don't 
drop the curtain at this point and I would like to do so very much. I am covered 
with sweat and I would like to go back to my hotel room, take a bath and rest for 
i , I must catch a train at 20 minutes to one and ride until late tomorrow morning 

to get the point which I want to reach. You know I was late tonight, Well a 
, long distance phone call from Detroit delayed me. It was about an article for 
^* the magazine Cross and Flag on which I had to make a decision. You know paper 
; is scarce and I have a few copies which you may secure as you go out as long as 
they last. Leave any contribution you desire or just take one, I would like 
r^P^ to stop but how many will remain seated for 10 minutes, maybe it will only take 
';A^:V{ 8 minutes. You know if I stopped at this point it would be very nice but I 

■ : "v.v; : ;;i would go back to my hotel without knowing your names and nothing would happen. 
"'£ :;*;'.'.*" V/e can't carry on this fight that way. 

Now will you ushers please step to the front and I want some volunteers from the 
audience. Just step up here. Now hand them the envelopes. Hold them in your 

; - hands until everyone has one, Nov/ take out the pencil and write in the upper 

i ; left hand corner the number of tickets you want for our next big rally in Phila- 

M-'. • v delphia, 100, 50, 25, 10 or 5. We are going to have a big one I think in Con- 
vention Hall and I am trying to make arrangements to have Senator Hob Reynolds, 

* ' Chairman of the Senate Military affairs committee on hand to address you. Now 

write your name and address on the envelope and put into it any amount which you 
see fit. You can make it on a monthly basis or if you don't want to do that put in 

v -> .' any amount of cash you desire. Now replace \he pencil for they are scarce and 
seal the envelope. Pass them toward the aisles and hold them up so the ushers 
can see them. Someone take care of the galleries please, nho is going to the 

t : V- galleries. Answers (l£rs. LIILLER and Mrs. LEITERBACH). They will take care of it. 

■ •», Now just one more word, I have some other good netjs for you, a coalition of 

^£ .&. Democratic and Republican Congressmen whom I visited the other day have promised 

i^"*"^ me that they are both working in their parties to get rid of this new deal element 

[ which are fighting so haroU Think of it even Democrats want to get rid of these 

■ " traitors. There are some copies of J. Edgar Jones "So They Indicted Me n just 

*?j|Jr# a few on hand and you may secure them as you go out along with copies of Cross 

~-'W3$, an ^ the Flag while they last. 



I want to pay high tribute to the great Catholic Church and the Catholic hierarchy 
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for the way in which they handled a. situation which was created by those tryants 
in -Washington and which they then tried to shove over on., .the church when their 
diabolical plot was discovered. You know when we went to war over Poland, at 
least that was the excuse for starting the war when the Germans invaded Poland* 
Now the picture has changed and it looks like Poland is to be invaded from the 
east by Russia, Well to win back this Polish vote they got a Polish Priest and 
he went to Washington where Roosevelt initialed his passport, put him in a special 
plane and flew him by the most secret route to Russia. In Moscow he was supposed 
to confer with Stalin, come back to America and give the New Deal credit for 
saving Poland, The scheme backfired and criticism arose in this Country of the 
plot. Immediately he was said to have made the trip on his own initiative, but 
the Catholic hierarchy knew how to handle the matter. He was ordered home and 
?;as unfrocked as well as other disciplinary action. The whole scheme was ex- 
posed for just what it was, a New Deal trick to regain the Polish vote. The 
Church lost no prestige, but instead has increased in stature in the minds of 
true Americans for their firm and decisive action in a matter where they might 
have been drawn in New Deal politics* 

Stalin ordered the White House to have the Government destroy all the copies of 
investigations made against the Communists, but when I left Washington this 
morning the records were still intact. 

He then had all persons stand and repeat the Lord»s Prayer in unison.. He then 
stated: The ushers will pass out cards to you bearing the five planks in our 
platform as you go out the door. Take as many as you want and pass them along 
to your friends. You will have to pardon me if I seem to rush away without 
shaking hands with all of you but I must take a bath and catch my train. How- 
ever, Mrs, UJNDEEN would like to shake hands with each and everyone of you and 
if you so desire just step up here to the platform. Good night now and God 
bless you all. 

There were no signs or decorations in the auditorium. A legal size American 
flag was properly displayed on the stage. There were approximately 450 persons 
in attendance. The audience was very orderly. It is not known the amount of 
money that was collected," 
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KEL1E1& refused to participate. No further 
recent evidence to indicate SMITH intends to organise 
war -veterans, Si££TH continues to evince interest 
in sedition trials in Washington, D. C. A 
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DETAILS; 




At Detroit, Michigan 

All of the information set forth 
stated, has been received' fro 
whose identity is- known to the 

Informa^^dvised that in the month of March, 1944, SMITE 
had cont acted 1 ^ formerly connected with the Ford Motor Company, 

at which time jj^^^Jstated that he had attended a recent Reverend Father * 
COUGHLIN meeting, and that at this meeting comment was made to the effect 
that the National Service Act would create chaos and that it would be used 
as a bayonet in labor's back to allow the Administration to take over 
twenty-five thousand dollars that the var ious labo r unions had accu mulated. 
SMITH at the time of his conversation withfl^HB stated to I U that 
all of Father COUCKLIN'S friends were his fSSnds all over, thecountry. 



h->$> 



y 



by Rev * 



acted 



^^Thissameinformant advised that SMITH had been contacted 
rerendjj pof Baltimore, Maryland, at which time 

and sBffi^ao^ttem^ed to secure^araeeting place in BaltimoreT lijary- 
At that time SMITH advis^dl jthat he wanted ■ ■ to 

arrange a meeting with tfALTHj^DDfl^nEr^-and; that RIDLt^WWBxroua 
of running for the Senate and wanted to seek the advice of- SMITH. Informant U?^ 



SMITH. 
stated further that on or about March 15, 1944, SMIgyia^contacted the 
Motor Company and at that time he had related that I M had 

allegedly met SMITH at the Statler Hotel in Detroit^n^affihat time 
lhad expressed a desire 'to contact Father CCXJGHLIN. .. 




Ford 



This same informant advise d-ifhat some time in March > 1944, 
SMITH had attended a meeting at the Central Methodist Church, which meeting 
was addressed by MA3^ERNER, whom the newspapers described as a "liberal from 
the East," and at that time SMITH became quite aroused over statements made 
by LERNER and jumped onto the stage and challenged IERNER to a debate, which' 
challenge was not accepted,' 

Informant advised further tha^J^Jiaa^*eceived information 
to the effect that SMTHOja^cont acted one^ jfof Detroit in March, 

1944, and at that time •■■advised that hewa^^Ssabled World TTar 1 
veteran and presently rfHSeF&^Oll Lincoln Avenue, Detroit, Michigan. At 
this time SMITH mentioned tofl Hthat he was trying to organize a Veterans 

Committee in the AMERICA FIR^^ARlY, and that SMITH was desirous of securing 
the aid of a World War veterantohelDthe cause and serve on the committee. 

| allegedly contacted a fl ( at the Veterans Hospital in Detroit, 
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an™ p supposedly promised to corrtact the Commander of the local American 
Leg^^Wost in an attempt to locate an Individual who would be able to help 
SMITH organize the World War veterans of Yfar No. 2. Since that time, however, 
there has been no further evidence to indicate that SMITH actually intends 
to follow through with his announced intentions of organizing the Veterans 
Committee of the AMERICA FIRST PARTI. 

Informant advised that SMITH had recently apparently been 
having some trouble with his local printer, and SMITH wag of the opinion 
that the Anti-Defamation League in this area had contacted his printer and 
attempted to persuade the printer to discontinue printing SUITE'S publi- 
cations, SMITH stated along these lines that the printer was supposed to 
have contacted the Police Department, and at that time was advised by the 
lice that if he did not print the material someone else certainly would, 
might just as well print the publications and get the business. 

Yj 

w / On March 20, 1944> it was ascertained by informant that 

EEWARQ/rfoNES of Louisiana, the author of the book entitled, "And So -They 
Indicted Me," had on or about that date sent a check to SMIIH in the amount 
of $890.00 to pay the bill then owed by SMITH to the~^±33s&s££Stty his 
local printer. SMITH stated at that time that he in^Smed-ferTT^ting five 
thousand books to JONES. 
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Information wa 
nad received a letter from one 
some sort of trouble in Coral da 



rmant that SMITH 
was apparej 




ut tnft ma vGMp- inasmuch 
a,Hbfi. Jrould help him in his diffi- " 



Informant related further that SMITH had been in contact with 
GSCKCE^KOLSKY, a New York commentator, and that SMITH had been discussing 
with JOKOLSKY the possibilities of DEiEY becoming elected President; 

SMITH contacted Miss VIVIAN KEIXEM5 of Westport, Connecticut, 
at which time he expressed his sympathy to her" after her alleged accusations r .- 
a gainst the United States Government of illegal disclosure of mail witten by 
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herself. SMITH stated that he was entirely in accord with the views expressed 
by Miss KELLELS and extended ah invitation to KSIXEMS to address one of the 
SKLTH rallies, advising KELIEKS that in all likelihood she would receive 
a tremendous ovation from the people in the Midwest for her attitude in this 
dispute. _KBLIEMS stated that until the matter had been settled by appropriate 



Senate In vestigating Committee, she definitely did nnt, want, lo-p^rtim* pat.fi 
in any SMITH meetings . 

Informant has advised the Detroit Field Office on numerous 
occasions that SMITH apparently is very interested in the outcome of the 
present sedition trials in Washington, D. C. SMITH, apparently is interested . 
mostly ^n the outcome of the case against fTP-RALD VJ"BIRQD> and has expressed 
the opinion on several occasions that WINRQD is not guilty in this parti- 
cular matter. SMITH has also expressed the opinion that the Government has 
taken five or six guilty seditionists and linked their names with twenty or 
twenty-five patriotic Americans vrlth the idea in mind of smearing the "good, 
patriotic Americans" in the eyes of the public. Along these l ines. 
been continuously advised as to the progress of the trials by' 
an acquaintance of SMITH, who apparently is attending the trials in' v.ashingi 
D. C. 




i>7< 



n, 



Informant advised the first week of Hay, 1944, that SMITH 
had filed petitions with the Michigan Secretary of State for the purpose of 
having the AI-ERICA FIRST PiiRTY. placed on the next ballot in the State of 
Michigan, - 

This same informant advised that SMITH became very inter- 
ested in the Montgomery Hard case, and that ffiHTH sent a telegram of. con- 
gratulations to SE'iELL AVERY, Operations Manager for Montgomery Ward, con- - 
gratulating AVERT for his courageous stand. SMITH 'has also expressed the 
opinion that men like AVERY should be persuaded to run for the presidency. 

SMITH has recently been in contact with JQSEPl£}£Brf of the 
Sun Oil Company in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who is, according 7 '^to SlilTH, 
"a great political leader in the East,' 1 and at that tine SMITH inquired of 
PEW as to the identity of the candidate FEtf was supporting for the Presidency. 
PEvf at that time stated that he was interested either in the candidacy of 
BRICKER or DEWEY, and informant stated that although JE?J scorned to be quite 
cordial in his statements with SS3TH, E3CT definitely did not indicate aijy 
desire to have any political affiliation or social affiliation with SjHTH 
or the Al-ERICA FIRST PARTY. - , "~/^ 
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Informant stated that In the* early part of J£ay, 1944, SMITH 
had -net a group of his constituents in Flint ana Saginaw, Michigan, with the 
idea in mind of having those persons circulate petitions in the northern 
part of Michigan, requesting that the AIERICA FIRST PARTY bo placed on the 
next ballot in Michigan. 



mm 
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Informant also related that to had received information 
to the effect that SiCLTH had persuaded DOKALD/^OHffiCK of St. Louis, llissouri, 
to participate in SIHTH meetings in various sections of the country. SMTIH 
apparently is desirous of securing the services of LOHHSCK to help make 
arrangements for various meetings throughout the country. LOHIECKj along 
these same lines, has indicated a desir6 to actively participate with S&ITH 
in various meetings throughout the country, and in fact there is a great 
possibility that LOKHSCK might be a permanent member on the SUTH payroll. 

In connection with a meeting which was to be held in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on May 15, 1944, SMITH, prior to that time, had communi- 
cated with Senator RGBSR^SYNOLDS in Uashington, D. C, and requested that 
the Senator send a telegram of congratulations to the S1HTH group on the 
evening of May 15, the night of the contemplated S?aTH meeting in Cleveland.-^ 
REYNOLDS at that time promised SkUTH that he would send the telegram of . 
congratulations . 

C*i or about this --same date SMITH, in a conversation with 
DCNAID LOHEECK, stated that when XOHBECK was making arrangements for S1£[TH 
meetings to be held in the St. Louis area LOHBECK should not pay any' 
attention to the Slovak groups but should find out about the Polish, German 
and Irish churches and also suggested that the appropriate officials in the 
various Lutheran churches might be approached for active support of the SKtTH 
cause, SIH1K was more or loss planning on a meeting to be held in Milwaukee, 
VJisconsin on June 1, 1944* although SlcLTK has apparently become involved in 
some dispute with the Milv/aukee authorities concerning the rental of a hall 
in Milwaukee. There is a great possibility that SMITH will not be able 
to secure a meeting placo in Milt/aukee on June 1, 1944, the date which he 
has specified he desired to conduct this particular meeting. 

Ihe following information was received froi 
vbrltv is known to the Bureau. . 

and as such has obtained the infor- 
mation set forth hereinafter^ 'ihe information received from this informant*, 
is being set forth verbatim. J 
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Subject GEEUJD L. : K. SMITH attended a meeting at the Christian 
Temple, pontl ac, Michigan , on 1-Iay 4, 1944, which meeting was attended by- 
Special Agent M ff of the Detroit FieJ^Office. Information relative 
to this meetin^^^s^s^BSrad by Special Agent IK is being set forth as . - 
follows* ^^ * 

"SMITH stressed particularly the "Montgomery War Case," 
stating that this was a striking example of "Hitlerism" and of "Bureaucratic 
Fascism 11 and stated that if the Bureaucrats could throw a businessman out of 
his place of business, they could also throw a preacher out of his church. 

"SMITH stated that he had been in Washington recently, had 
talked to a prominent member of the United States Senate and had been advised 
that the United States forces would suffer a million casualties within the 
next ninety days as a result of the invasion. He stated this would be the 
greatest "blood bath" in all history, and that it could have been avoided if 
President Roosevelt had spent the country's money, from 1933 on, for ships 
and guns instead of for various "boondoggling projects." .. . 
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fee; "Subject explained that he had tried to prevent the United 

States from entering the war, and that he was proud of what he had done in 
this effort. While, he stated, he was. now behind the war one hundred per cent, 
he did not want any internationalists, such as President Roosevelt, to run 
the country any longer or to dictate peace terms. Subject stated he did 
not begrudge the billions of dollars which were being spent on training army 
and feeding American soldiers, but that he did denounce the Administration 
for spending additional billions for "useless lend lease 11 and for purchasing 
*■ good will in South America. 

; * "With reference to the sedition trial now being -held in 

; Washington, Subject said this was an exhibition much like the "Moscow trials" 

of several years back; that the Administration had been afraid to indict any 
1 important individuals, such as Senator NY£, Colonel LDJDBLROT or himself, and 

\- had stooped to the device of indicting a lot of "little people." Subject 

stated that this trial marked a new high spot in un-constitutional activity 
by the New Deal since the defendants were being tried in Washington, instead 
of in their home localities, which procedure is completely un-constitutional, 
according to the Subject, 

"Subject also referred to the AtBTIN-tfADSWORTH Labor Draft 
Bill as being slavery and stated that a bill of this kind could become law 
nowhere else in the world except in Russia or Germany. 

"At frequent intervals Subject referred to his AMERICA FIRST 

party, stating that its slogan was "-Christ first in America." After the 

meeting went on it developed that the principal purpose of SMITH tS appearance 

I was to obtain about five hundred signatures on petitions to put this party on 

| the ballot in Michigan. The pastor of the Christian Temple, Reverend MARION, 

j is a close friend of the Subject and evidently had circulated petitions among 

the meiibers of his church, SMITH appeared very displeased when ho learned 
. that only one hundred fifty names had been obtained and insisted that the 

! church would have to get out and get another three hundred fifty names before 

Sunday. Ho wound up by offering several prizes to the people who #>t the 
-„ greatest amount of names. t 

"SiHTH was the only speaker on the program, being intro- 
duced by Reverend MARION. The latter recently got into considerable diffi- 
culty with tho OPA in Pontiac as a result of alleged illegal use of gasoline 
rationing coupons. In the course of his remarks, Subject defended MARION, 
stating that his courage in facing tho OPA had been instrumental in obtaining 
more gasoline for all preachers throughout the country since it had brought 
the situation to the attention of Congross. About one hundred fifty persona 
'fWMr wqtq in attendance at the meeting." 
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Under date of May 18, 1944 
advised by the Milwaukee Field Office that] 
mant of the Milwaukee Office that 



troit Field Office was 
had advised an infor- 
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ENCLOSURES: TO THE BUREAU - Miscellaneous literature 
obtained from confidential informants. 
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UNDEVELOPED I£ADS 



IN ACCORDANCE " 7I1H BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS INVESTIGA TI VE REPORTS 
SUBMITTED IN THIS PARTICULAR C*SE ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO 

OTHZJl GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES 

BUFFALO FIftID OFFICE 

At Buffalo,' New York, vdll conduct appropriate investi- 
gation at the time of the AMERICA FIRST meeting on May 17, 1944, and submit 
results of investigation in report form. 

BALTECRE FIELD OFFICE 

At Baltimore, Maryland, will conduct similar investigation * 
at the time of the Baltimore meeting , Hay 22, 1944* 

CINCINNATI FEID OFFICE 
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At Greenville, Ohio, will conduct appropriate investigation 
at the time of the AMERICA. FIRST rally in Greenville on June 4, 1944. 

CI£VELAND FEID OFFICE 

At Cleveland, Ohio, will conduct similar investigation at 
the time of the SMITH meeting in this city on May 15, 1944. • 

At Toledo, Ohio, will conduct similar investigation at the 
time of the SiOTH nesting in Toledo on Juno 2, 1944, at the Hotel Secor* 

PHILADELPHIA FIELD OFFICE 

At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, will conduct similar investi- 
gation in this city at the meeting held on May 25, 1944. 

PITTSBURCK FI3ID OFFICE . 

At Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, will conduct similar investi- 
gation at the time of the SMITH meeting in this city on May 16, 1944. 

MHI^UKEE FIEID OFFICE 

At Mi lwaukee, Wisconsin, will conduct similar investi- 
gation in that city with reference to the contemplated meeting of the SMITH 
group in tho first week of June, 1944. 
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DETROIT FIEID CFFIGE 

At Detroit, Michigan, will maintain contact with con- 
fidential informants mentioned in the body of the instant report with reference 
to further activities of Subject, 



LETTERS HAVE BEEN FCRWARDSD TO THE RESPECTIVE OFFICES 
RELATIVE. TO MEETINGS TO HE HELD BY THE AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY IN THEIR PARTICULAR CITIES. 
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IDENTITY OF INFORMANTS 



% 



The identity of con fidential info rmants mentioned in the L7 
report of Special Agent ■■■■Bare as follows: 




17P 



ose identity is known to the Bureau. 
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, ; ~alstant Attorney General Ton C. Clark 

i':> J. Eds«r Bocnrer - Director, Federal Bureau of Inreettgatlon 

>-; OTHAJD !• K. SOTPH 

-.'^'■•f ES4U.RXG4 FIRST FARTT 

.':'^>. ■ , HJIS3KAL SSCCHITT 

hi , 

' - j ■ "w 3^^ further infamatlon In your consideration f 

fc' 7 Jf this ease tliere 1* atta ched a copy of an additional report I 

r \ submitted by Spodal Agent ■■■■■Bat Detroit, laehigan, Li 

on vVie o # l^Ui # t^s^aa^eW » ~ * » ,£> r 

Also attached are photostatic copies of the following 

enclosures which are described or otherwise nentioned in tha 
boc^r of the r e por t i 

1. Tha April, l$kk 9 issue of »The Cross and tha 
Flag." 

;£&| 2 « A etateoont prepared by subject Snith and headed, 

'£$£/. ■Personal lSessage Conoeminc Daaperate Opposition 

and Other Katte».« 

^^ ^ 3. A circular headed, »P*titlon.« 

lu A statenent prepared by subject Sfidth dated at 
Detroit^ llchipn, and headed, facial ifessage 



?• Hal e a aea purportedly prepared by subject Sbith for 
release on the following datesi May 10. Uey 16* . 
ltech 2S, and Kerch 27, ttUu 

* 6. A cossage headed, «The 30," purportedly prepared by 
t Suith in the faro of a press release* 
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Reference is made toBurga^^Miprandum dated March 20, 1944- 
advising that onefl ^ who arrived as a passenger 

from Mexico at El Taso^TeSs^via Americai^irjineson^' 
MarcJ^JS^^^^^eidentical with onefl p 

fl who is activesupjSrTero^Tne 
alovecap?5neaTna^i?Gial and subject of a pending case in 
the Detroit Field Division. ^ This memorandum further reported 
that information was also received that subject was a supporter 
of Frit*'l£uhn and his various activities in connection with the 
German American Bund. ' • ' v ' - " % s 




Height 

Weight 

5ye» 

Hair 

Marital status 

Finger printed 

Complexion 
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It is to be noted that this passenger, when given his travel question- 
naire enroute from Mexico City, would not fill it out and return it 
to the hostess; however, upon his arrival an interview indicated that 
he had failed to make out a questionnaire and after being assured^rOTI/ED BY 

-■■■■■■ a ssaapsr. ^:*>±*tiJt&m& 

50 JUL 1 (K1944 ^-;:>-> :^ y .-v-' \ , >■: 



.vis,* ■ -*>> >^;*;a4^t^i$^ 
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by the Array of fical on the panel that the presentation of such 
information would expedite his being handled by the panel, he 
became very cooperative and after learning also that the FBI 
was participating in the panel, stated that if the information 
was for the FBI, it was okey as he would "do anything for the 
FBI.". 




The above information is being furnished to the Bureau, Detroit, 
and New York Field Divisions as being information of possible 
value in this case. 
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from : JOHN B. LITTLE, SfcC, Buffalo : ;>/ .: -v.-T; V.-"*^ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation : /^ : :' . r *"*■' - .-■ ,: -\- V , : 

SUBJECt: GERALD L. K. SMITH' #.mY-^' ■ - v f- ^/. :v " : : "'? ■"■ v''- r 
INTERNAL SECURTTT - G. (Bureau File #62-43818) . < 



date: June 21^ 194£ a,n 



fc* 



-> 



Reference is made to Bureau letter dated June 15 » 19 44* Your 
attention is respectfully directed to my _le tter of Jun grlA,. 1944 f in thi 
above-captioried matter, advising that the temporary microphone surveillance, 
on the subject's rooms v Numbers 606 and 608, at the Hotel Statler, Buffalo, 
New York, was maintained from 12>17 A. M. to midnight. May_17. 1944^ and 
has been assign' 
The plant on t 
hotel 
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SAC, Detroit 



•*mo ?7 t l^J. 



received 
of ono 

recall 
report eutrd 
June ?, l#i, # 



J* Edgar Hoover * Director, federal Bureau of Xnwsatlgntlco 

mW£ U U "31W. With ftliaaeaj 

-— • . m A^nnia near paigt) • ■-'":■-■ - --■■ — .-- ■■-■ : --.r- >1 *'\.. ■" 

: UJK3BUL SSOSCTT - Oi 3BC0ROT UATlERj SSDITIO^ >V, V <.- 

. > ■-;.■■- ■;■■■■''.- ; v ,-:,. ■■■■■,..; v'-../;-''^r/t'7 / -;.; 

In the ▼arioxie reports «£sflttad in this ease (as wall as letters 

"floe) it la noted that oocoaloruLUy ksxUoq baa been code 

who apparently roaldoa at TSaaSAnctoju D. C* Too will 
been In tmeh with gfcrtth froc tina to ttoe and that tho 

dated at Detroit, iloWLj 
information received. 




^odal Agent, 
ehowa that according 




ii can| on 
ian*^™ 



la apparently attending tho Joooj* E« tS0SUlim 9 at al, sedition trl 

Baahincton and la keeping nedth "contirrocaaly acMeod" aa to the progress of 
the trial* Tea will further ronarber that some tine agefl Boallad on an 
official of the rord fcctor Caspar, advancing a "propel Son^reiative to the 
ao-oall«d tyler Kent ee>darafio case \n England* Qa that oooaaion there waa 
ao^jlndioation th it flcaith night have arrancad or sought to h<ao arranged for 
■ lcterrlaw at the Ford Caepaqr, 

la viow «f t v da indivfctoal'e reourront association with aubjeot ^dth 
aa well as the fact that he reportotQy haa aooewhat of a tjyeterioue background, 
the &jrcan desires that you fur nish the Waahlnctan Field Division all pertinent 
inforoation in your fl lea aa to] Wf and that thereafter the TSoahington Held 
Division contact a wory diaoree^nWIu ration for the " " 



(at present at loaat) of developing pertinent data aa to 
previous activities, enplcyiwsit, current efforts, eto« 
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background, 
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subject: GERALD L. K7SMITH, uLth alias; THE JUERICA mST PARTT; £. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G; SECURITY iATTEHx SEDITION . * ^JO 

(Bureau File No. 62-2*3816*) 

jfarean letter dated June 19, 19M» -requested the Saint Iouis Field 
Division toTdv^e regarding the source of infonnation concerning the presence 
of Comllniste in frontof the noting hall at the time SMITH gave his recent 
talk in Saint Louis on June 6, 1944. 

■ special Agent ^B ■■■ of the Saint Louis Field ^vision. 
«ho knows . s ever^^gjj^^^^^^ Par|^^^^^ryed Jgmf 

ThL n ieaflet dealt with the opening of the Second Front and was signed by 
the "State Committee, Missouri Communist Party*. 

All of the above named individuals are members of the Communist 
Part/, "~ :■ \ 

. several copies of the above mentioned leaflets are being retained 
in the files of the Saint Louis Field Office.. 

Jer^-truly yours, r 



G. B. NDHRIS 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Bonn NO. 1 

TH[S CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



FILE NO. IOO-7463 



REPORT MADS AT 



Cleveland, Ohio 



DATE WHEN MADS 



6A5/44 



rCRlOQ FOR 
WHICH MASK 

6/2/44 



GERALD LYMAN KE\lNSEHS2,IITH, wa 
Gerald L. Kl^chraidt 
TheOConcnlttee of 1,000,000 



REPORT MAD! BY 



w* 



mam 



character or cam: 



INTERNAL SECURITY 
SECURITY MATTER" 
SEDITION 



- Q 



SYNOPSIS OF FACT* 









Meeting held 6/2/44, Secor Hotel Ballroom, 
v, Toledo, Ohio, Approximately 350 persons in 






attendance. SiviITH alleged committee has become 
a pressure group to make labor party cater \^ 
to will of people. SMITH denounced New Deal, L ^ 
Communist Party and any international affiliation 



M' 



following the war. Guest speaker was CHA RLES G._ 
INDERUP, former U.S. Congressman from Nebraska. 

- RUC - 



REFERENCE: 



Bureau File No. 62-43818. 

Letter from the Detroit Field ^.vision dated 

^ 23, 1944. ^>e re ** H*^ 



:i£L 



DETAILS: 



/r 



At 8:30 p.m.-, June 2, 1944 GERAU) L.K. SIHTH, 
National Director of the American First Party 
addressed an audience of approximately 3£0 
persons in the Ballroom of the Secor Hotel 
at Toledo, Ohio. To gain admission to the 
hall it was necessary to present a card of 
admission which is described as follows: 



^ 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED-. 



^•e .i& fei 



"This card will admit bearer and friends to 

American First Rally". Place and date also set 

forth. "Speakers: Congressman CHARLES G. 

BINDERUP of Nebraska, subject: International 

Conspirators ; GERALD L.K, SMITH, Just returned 

from nation-wide tour.* Among many topics tOHANDLBD BY 

be discussed were the following: , stop tw.sk 
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DO NOT WRITE IN THESE «PACS* 
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1964 





ram h- r.^v. 
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<$$£ 100-7463 

:..-■,.. a ~~ * "The "No Election 11 Conspiracy - Slave Act 666 - '' 

i^H Bureaucratic Tyrants - New Deal Communists - The 

Fasm Crisis - The Internationalists - Treason in , V 
Washington - World Government - The Fourth Term > 
Plot - Dynamic issues - Fat Bureatt.crats and Hungary '■ • 
v - Veterans - International Bankers - International 

Politicians 

Admission Free" 

Also circulated prior to the meeting was a pamphlet entiflsd 
"America First Principles" and is summarized as follows t 

•'! "SMITH sets forth that America must be put 

first at all tiir.es -^ '. ,-'' -,. 

4 : 2. No compromise of National Sovereignty. : ; 

1 / -'■-.""" 3« Hepeal Bureaucratic Fascism. 

4. Fight New Deal Communism* 
;;;■ 3> • Less licney For Foreign Politics and More 

""* ....... For Discharged Veterans, 



mtt - --..- 

6. No Labor Praft. 

7. Restoration of the System of Private 
Enterprise." 

Also set forth as emergency issues on the same pamphlet 

"A. Fight the Slave Act— Senate Resolution No. 666, 
? B. Fight All Attempts To Call Of M the Election. 

C. Expose Conspiracy To Steal the Soldiers 1 Vote. 

... i 

The meeting was opened with the singing of the first and 
last stanza of " America" following which SMITH summed up the advances 
made by The Committee of 1,000,000. He stated that the numbers in 
the organization were increasing daily and that the power of the group 
was being recognized by politicians and the newspapers. He further 
said that because of his personal contacts WENDELL WILLKIE had been 
^*"~*sj defeated in his attempt to gain the Republican nomination for pre- 
sident. He further stated that the organization has become a pre- 
ssure group and that pressure has been and is being applied upon 
Republican leaders to force them to follow certain policies of the 
committee. He said that a mammoth rally was arranged in Chicago, 
Illinois to be held the night preceding the Republican National 
Convention at which time the committee's demands will be formulated 
and presented to the Republican leaders. 
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— -....,. -jje stated that some" of the noteworthy' accomplishments arei 

1* WILLKIE out of the presidential picture,- ■■ * , 
2* Republican National Convention being held out 

-of New York City in the East and • 
3 * llaking the Republican Party recognize the 

strength of his group* 

In connection with WILLKIE* s failure to gain backing in 
Wisconsin, SHITH said that he personally was In "Wisconsin and spoke 
against WILLKIE because following the last presidential election 
he had sold out to the New Deal Bureaucrats. He said also that 
as a result of the power of the group and his personal speeches, • 
the Republican National Convention was being held in the Midwest 
at Chicago, Illinois* He explained that this was desirous inasmuch 
as,, the galleries could not be packed by New Dealers to applaud 
someone to their liking into the Republican nomination* 

Following this, he stated that various articles have been 
written by newspapers over the country which recognize the power 
of his group* He alleged that an article had been written in the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, which set forth that in the political 
editor*; opinion GERALD L.K. SiSTH's party held the balance of power 
between Republicans and Democrats in Ohio, : ■■ 

Following his attack on. WILLKIE and the New Deal, he pre- 
sented five aims for which the tt Crusade" is presently fightings 

1* "$1,000 to every Veteran of this War when mustered 
out, (Less money for foreign politics— more money 
for American Veterans,) 

In a discussion of this item SiHTH alleged that in South 
America alone approximately 6 million dollars was spent in trying 
to buy control and in attempts to control the political issues 
in those countries* He stated that if this money had been kept 
at home it would be sufficient to give 6,000,000 men $1,000 when 
mustered out of the Armed Forces* He stated that after the last 
war the Veterans had no money to go back into private enterprise 
or organize a small business and as a result they were on the . . 
country's bread line in a short time following the country 1 s war* 
He alleged that the spending of the above mentioned money in South 
America could have no lasting beneficial value inasmuch as friendship 
between countries or individuals could never be bought* 
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SMITH criticized at length the lack of organization and 
the incompetent measures being taken by the Government at present ". 
to care for wounded and discharged soldiers of this war. According 
to SMITH the "25£ flop houses" in Detroit, Michigan are presently 
filled with wounded and disabled veterans of this war who have 
not been cared for following their discharge from the Armed Service, 
SMITH played upon the sympathy of his audience by suggesting that 
their sons would be treated likewise when they were discharged from 
the Army. 

2. "$10. - $15 • - $20. plus per day for workers 
by instituting profit sharing as practiced 
by the Jack & Heintz Co. and Lincoln Electric 
, •' " Co. of Cleveland, Ohio." , " v v , "" \ 

".' SIvQCTH elaborated on the systems used by these two companies 
by saying that articles produced are purchased by the Government for 
less money than they csn be purchased from other companies and that 
production in these plants per item is approximately 4 times as 
great as in other plants producing the same materials. He said that 
last year the Lincoln Electric Company in addition to paying an 
average scale of almost $20 per day to its employees, give cash 
bonuses at the end of the fiscal year of over $5*000 to each employee. 
He stated that he was much in favor of the profit paying system in 
plants where the workers and management were in harmony. A^ the 
same time he criticised the labor barons who pitted the workers against 
the employers for their own personal gain. He stated that in this 
type of system there could never be mutual understanding between 
the workers and the employers and that as a result the wages were 
lower, the employers made too much profit, and the unscrupulous 
labor leaders took the balance. : 



I 



• a«| 






3. "Cash bonus to farmers for production rather than for 
destruction. Increased prices for farm commodities, 
to be maintained by distribution reform and a clean- 
up in our money system. Would produce an abundance 
'*'■'. / of butter, milk, meat, etc." . 

/ ■■ ,-*-... /. •■ r - -■-.. .- •-■"■" 

_ SMITH,' inasmuch as many of his audience were farmers dwelt 
heavily on this point, and reiterated time and again the short- 
comings of farm legislation under the A. A JL. He criticized the 
plowing under of crops and the payments to farmers for cutting down 
on production on their farms. In SLHTH T s opinion the distribution 
system should be drastically changed so that the farmers could 
produce as much as their lands would give up. He pointed out that 
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when production on farms was curtailed and crops were plowed under 
through the A.A.A. program, that persons were on relief and starving 

throughout the country.. ■ . . .... . . 

In relation to cleaning up the money system in the country 
as was set forth in Item #3 he informed that he would leave this to 
be discussed by Congressman BINDERUP. 

4. "Restore private enterprise by outlawing monopoly 
and eliminating bureaucratic interference with 
business**' 



*** 









t 



At this time SMITH stated that approximately 80 per cent 
of the income of this country was being received by approximately 
10 per cent of the population and he alleged this to be true because* 
the Government has allowed monopolies to flourish throughout the 
country. He further pointed out that 90 per cent of all the war 
contracts in the country have been let to approximately 80 or 90 
large industrial concerns and as a result small businessmen have been 
forced "against the wall". He talked at length on the fact that the 
country as well as our constitutional Government was originally 
founded on the basis of small business and individual enterprise 
and that under the present system, small business could not exist. 

£. n Foreign policy. No world government. No 
r .. international bank* A strong national defense. 
Trade with all nations— permanent alliances with 

H \- .'■■; ■"-■"'"' ! ". -y--: ■-'■■_■ > qj1a*+hj.j '-:*■ 

In a discussion at this point SMTH .followed his usual 
trend by saying that tariffs should be reducegto allow free world 
trade. He attacked strongly any postwar allowance with foreign 
nations and stated that the future of America depended on maintaining 
a strong defense setup and maintaining the national integrity of this 
country. He stated that he did not want to see STALIN give us a 
form of government or CHURCHILL dictating our foreign policies. 

Following the discussions of the five points for which 
the committee stands, he again discussed the political situation 
in the country. He said that if the Republicans failed to put up 
an individual who would enforce legislation backed by his party, 
that the voting support of the group would be put behind some other 
individual who would enforce his ideals. He said that at present 
the membership of the group is approximately 3,000,000 nationally 
and that it is growing rapidly. 
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He said further that nothing should be spent on Russia, ' 
China or anybody else following the war until our own soldiers are. 
cared for. He pointed out that CHURCHILL had said that it would ]be 
I a catastrophe if ROOSEVELT was not elected. He continued by saying 
J5 that CHURCHILL wants America to pay for the war and further alleged 
that presently approximately $2,000,000 per hour is being given to 
Great Britain under the ROOSEVELT Government. 

SMITH and his guest speaker Congressman CHARLES G. 
BINDERUP were the only persons who appeared on the stage during 
the meeting and following his talk, SMITH introduced BINEERUP. 

. . BINDERUP said that he had been in Congress for several - - 

years having been defeated for re-election in the X9)0 f s because 
he £r£ed to force the banking issue in Congress. He stated that '. 
under the constitution of the United States the power to coin money 
and issue currency was vested to the Congress of the United Spates 
but that following the initiating of the Federal Reserve System 
this power has been usurp. 

According to BINDERUP, since. the day of JOHN HA1OLT0N, 
the influence of the bank of England on the monetary system of this 
country has been a controlling factor. He said that MCJITIGUE NQRliAN, 
head of the Bank of Bn gland personally controls the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System, and that through this method has 
controlled the money system of this country. He pointed out that 
the power to issue and recall currency, which is presently vested .,- 
to the Board of Governors in the Federal Reserve System, has been " 
the cause of depression cycles in the economic history of this country. 

At this time, he discussed the depression of 1 Q 20 which 
was caused, according to BINDERUP, by the Federal Reserve System 
recalling outstanding loans throughout the country. He said that 
the minutes of the meeting which was held by the Board on June 29, 
1920 was subpoenaed by the Congress of the United States, and that 
these minutes reflected that orders were issued to banks on that 
day to call in loans by banks to private individuals. ,. 

He said that at that time and at the present time about 
■*«<**■ v f 90 per cent of the currency in this country is paper money which is 
■w*iW3t A t created by banks whenever they choose to do so* He alleged that the 
'Skftg \ depression started on the same day at which the Board of Governors 
» of the Federal Reserve System met on June 29, 1920 and pointed out 
that it was on that day that the stock market crashed. He said further 
that the minutes of this meeting reflected that the Board of Governors 
came to a decision that there was too much money in the country 
in the hands of individuals, that they were spending too freely on 
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unnecessary articles, and that although drastic, the only way to. ■;., l^- 
curb the situation was to cause a scarcity of money* v \\s? 

BBJDERUP told the group that this was brought home \xy^ 
him by the fact that when he went into the bank in his home tawn in 
Nebraska to pay an installment on a note which he had with/£he bank,' 
that his banker told him that he would have to pay up. J*e said that 
he questioned his banker concerning the reason for th^s sudden change 
in policy and was shown at the time a letter which is banker had 
received from the Federal Reserve Bank in Kansas City to the effect 
that if the banker did not have at least $0 per cent of all outstanding 
notes cleared within 6 months time that his re-discount rate would be 
raised to an exorbitant rate. BINDERUP explained that the banker was 
helpless because if he did not follow the dictates of a Federal' -\ 
Reserve Bank, his bank would fold. He explained that this was the 
clearest example that manipulation of currency and our money system 
is directly responsible for all depressions. He said that our 
currency system would have to be stabilized in order to avoid 
depressions and that this could only be done by placing the power to - 
issue money back in the hands of Congress where it belonged. 

At this point, he advised that although the public generally 
assumes that the banks were very patriotic in purchasing large quantities 
of war bonds, it was nothing more than a creation of money at the time 
the purehase was made and that the banks in reality paid nothing for 
the bonds. He explained that when war bonds were issued' to a bank : .. 
or were purchased by a bank, the bank in turn merely set up credit 
to the Federal Government in the amount of the cost of the bonds, and 
that this was nothing more than putting more money in circulation 
which right belongs, under the Constitution, in the hands of Congress. 

He further pointed out that since the Federal Reserve 
System was in existence that both parties, the Republicans and the 
Democrats, have from time to time placed on their campaign platforms 
promises to stabilize our system of money and currency and to give 
back to Congress the power to issue currency* He alleged, however, 
that nothing has ever been done about it because of the powerful 
money block which controls Congress. ,- ; - * 

He explained that he was not re-elected to Congress because 
he had attempted to get legislation into the House of Representative '"" - 
which would curtail the activities of the bankers in issuing currency. 
He said that the power of the group was well demonstrated by a 
conversation he had with Congressman STEAGALL, deceased, who was for 
many years in charge of the Money and Banking Committee in the House 
of Representatives. He alleged that once in a discussion with STEAGALL 
concerning the bill which he props aed STEAGALL told hira that if he 
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ever allowed such a bill to reach the Floor of the House of Representa- 
tives, that he could not expect to be re-elected, that it would be 
political suicide for him^ /-.: ' _'■--_ : '/'"■•'■'■ ■.''.-.'• .-' 

BINDERUP informed that SEAGALL told him that four banks V 
run all politics in the State of Alabama and that it was impossible 
for any person to attempt to buck this group and be re-elected to 

Congress, 

BINDERUP ended his speech by saying that it was his idea 
that reforms in our banking system could only be initiated by a new 
powerful party. 

Following BItfDERUP's speech SKITH again took the floor \ 
and explained that the cost of holding the meeting' and traveling 
expenses were approximately $800 and requested that his audience . ' 
give money to aid him in defraying his expenses and to carry on 
the H Crusade n . He said that there were some •ttoub ting Thomases^ 
in the audience who always wanted to know how much money was made 
and how much he personally made on each speech. SMITH stated 
that the collections which he took up at the meetings never quite 
paid for the expenses of the meeting, and that it was only through 
donations from loyal supporters who were unable to attend the meeting 
at all that the work could be carried on. 

The meeting was closed following the taking of the col-.; 
lection, after which a prayer was said by SMITH. 
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SAG, Cleveland ■ L ~- ■ ';;. '* ." ■;:: ■-■:.: . ^. . Jane 27 # 13U* A 

J* Edoca? Hoover - Birootor, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

I . CESALD U kVOECTBj TIT ttT BXGA FXBST FAJCTj ' : *' 

^ k 1^, Ij^'^.ILTiC/iLffiCCSZTrj fiClStlOR, .,. 

/*• vV .l ,/ JtefmrK* la wvd© to the re^< 
on toi'lS'i ^Ui, tiy Spec! Ml Afont 

*/y ^° 3*^*^ desSroa that ft coma be pla^^d between the vorda, "Deal" and 
, 'Cccr , a^£st, ,, *n the fourth aentertce of the aynopsia of reference report In order tlw 
the sentence will road, **3iith denounced Kew Deal, Cocruntet Party and any inter- 
national affiliation following the wcr." The oniasion of the concja leavea the 
aantrnco subject to an entirely different construction ru* f ae Indicated, t:ii* 
punctuation ahculd be placed on all of the ooplea of the report calntained by the 
Eetrcit «s<5 Cleveland Field Pivleicnc, 

cc - Detroit 




In thla c&m at Cleveland, Ohio, 



AH BffO!W^THi« COHRWED 

mm e mJ^M 




ft 



- ^~_ «r. Coff , 



:.^-9 






»a-. Tols 
Hr. E. *«!, 
Mr. Cle 
Mr. Coff. 
ur. -Jim. 

£• Wet 

*■• Tn,£ 
»• Vohr 
^ Car«~ 

*■ *»t 

». .'..Itttfd. 

*■ Jo.n«_ 



ST- *•« 

1:1 s 



5a ny 



V 



33US1" 



M 



ifl * 



MjMLgQ 12 

*;JUN 25 1544 P.M. 

FjECJEMt atCCAIl <W INVICTI6ATI0M 
». OtPlBTUfNT 0> li/RTICE 



9 «io^ n1 



*.W*^ 



ft* 






^L 



f J l-i '.:-». - 



~.J» V ' V " ' 



*£j 



*?T' 




TN 



■TAMMRD FORM HO. ** 



Office Memorandum • united stai-es government 




v 



* 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI, J h t f f al e- 



date.- Jun^HV^O^! 



JOHN B. LITTLE, SAC, Buffalo 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Q 

Re: GERALD L. K. 3UTH, with aliases 
THs9iL£ERICA FIRST PARTY; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G A?f^?T^T ATS AGENCIES -^ 

SECURITY MATTER £?:?^^Omra& •! \ 

SEDITION £?."*?*- •• *"* yyQWj a A J ' T-- ~ tr ' ffl — ' 




Reference is made to 
^^leBuffalo Field Division tdthe Bureau date 
■ and to the report of Special Agent ^ 
datecf^June 14, l%i at Buffalo In the cap 
Detroit origin. 



fe 



lonea case oi 



<h 



■Please be advised that the temporary micro- 
phone surveillance on the subject's rooms Nos. 606 and 608 
at the Hotel Statler, Buffalo, New York, maintained from 
/12:17 A. M. to midnight. May 17. 19AA has been assigned 

for the 
purpose or the above reXerencea report. L. 

The use of thisinformant having been terminated, / 
as stated, the symbol^^MJwill not be used in the future, 
and the informant's inoS^ard is being marked "Cancelled" 
in the Buffalo Field Division. 
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lederal Bureau of In instigation 

United States Bepartment of Ifustic* 

Detroit, Michigan 
June 23, 1944 



«*r. TfiUOB 
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Director, FBI 



Re :^, GERALD L. 

a AMERICA FIRST PARTY 



K. SMITH was J 

t 



air. w. 

ltor. A j 



INTERNAL SECURITY - 

SECURITY MATTER 

SEDITION 

(Bureau file 62-A3S1*) 



:»*.-&. 1 : -*. 



Mr. ITimi. . . 
*5W. „ 



Dear Sirt 



Reference is made to your letter dated June 19, 1944, in the above- 
captioned natter* In our letter to you dated June 12, 1944, there 
was mentioned the fact that SMITH was being sued for $100,000 in New 
York City for using the name "America First. ■ 

For your information an article appeared in the Detroit "Times" on 
June 7 1 1944, stating an action had been filed in the Federal Court 
by CARL C. COUNTRYMAN of New York, a professional lecturer, who 
alleged that he originated the term "America First" sereral years 
ago and charged that SMITH had used the slogan "falsely, slanderously, 
and barbarously" and because of SMITH'S usurpation of the term 
COUNTRYMAN'S reputation had been "wantonly and cruelly damaged, his 
earning power reduced, and his financial resources drained." Any 
further information developed relative to the above suit will be for- 
warded to the Bureau promptly. 



i 



\For your further information an article appeared in the^Betroit "Newsf 
[Detroit "Times," andTOetroit "Free Press" on June 22, 1944, reflect- 
ing the fact that a federal tax lien had been filed against the 
subject for the amount of $396*00, which amount was due on the 1942 
Income of SMITH. 

« -.— ^ age^gcoRDi n 

exy truly yours, ^^^^3] 

> f ' • c^r / o u. a. rimamr <ur. BW*i w 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 
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fiu« no. 14-7 FLA 



V 



/£' 



> 



^ 




y 



.*;.«* ^ 








.-■■ '■-. - ?■* 



REPORT MADE AT 



Buffalo, meet ygrk 



DATIWHIN MAPS 

■6-14-44 



PERIOD FOR 



TnvE . ■ 6 

G3RALD L. K. 3JITH, with aliases 

THB^AMERICA FIRST PARTY '• 



7'HICHL 
11,15,1*1 



RKTORTMAOaVT 



CHARACTER Or CABS 

INTERNAL SECURITY - Q 
SECURITY HATTER 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Til 




SMITH and MRS. KHNESTfLUNDKEU addressed 
"America First Rally'* sponsored by/Economlca 
League of Buffalo at Kleinhans Music Hall, 
Buff alo,~X¥7i "5/l7/4t» Attendance approxi- 
mately 650i no servicemen in audience. 
CHARLES A.ff/iADDEN, American Legionnaire, 
Pittsburgh} Pa., did not make appearance al- 
though advertised as speaker* SMITH outlined 
Five Point Platform of America First Party, ;■ 
condemned wasteful speeding in South America, 
assailed HTT.TMAN, the 4.1.0. and the administra- 
tion. SMITH stated metered out veterans who 
cannot pass physical examinations for employment 
filled the flop houses of Detroit. MRS. IUNDEEN 
declared herself against the "Ifcrth of Internationalism", 
assailed PEARSON and ftlNCHELL and asked: "Why are 
healthy refugee men living in comfort in the U.S. 
while our sons are sent to fight on foreign soil?" 
Excerpts of speeches set out. Distribution of "Peaoe 
Now* literature outside Hall after meeting apparent- 
ly without connection with s^^ect'sRalJ^an^pro^' 
-gran* SMITH and wife; Secretary, I It- - L 7<^ 

and MRS. LUNDEHi departed for PittsHHH^R^^ *. ' 
5/18/A4. A.M. 
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REFERENCE: 



of. Special Agent 
ivfiXyi l , c W& at Buffalo. 
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FORWARDED: 
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/*J - Bureau 
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DETAILS: 






AT BUFFALO, HEW YORK 





of Kleinhane Music 
Management, Inc, ? The Circle anfe 14th Street, "advised that JOSEPH 
STOFFEL, 98 Comstock Avenue, had* engaged the Mary Seat on Room at 
Music Hall for 7:30 P.M., May 17, 1944, at which time, according 
to STOFFEL'S letter, GERALD L. K. SMITH, MRS^JNJgT LUNDE3I and 
CHARLES A. UADDffl would make addresses. | psaid that the 

STOFFEL request was on the letterhead of the Economics League of Buffalo 
and that arrangements were completed for the Hall at the agreed rental 
of $75 plus $10 for use of the public address system* 



P 




advised that prior to the meeting there was 
a rumor that there would be demonstrations and trouble at the meeting 
presumably by Communists and C.I.O* demonstrators and that in order to 
avcdd any difficulty she had made arrangements with the Buffalo Police 
Department to have additional officers on hand at the time of the meeting. 

at the Bethlehem 
Steel Corporation, LacKawanna, Hew lork, advised that he had received 
notice of the meeting and had obtained a number of tickets for the 
meeting, which he made available to the Buffalo Field Division. The 
invitation or ticket reads as follows: 
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This card will admit bearer and friends tos ,'■ . ' 

*■, .*" - ■■ ■ -* 

. "AMERICA FIRST RALLT - r . 

KLEENHANS MOSIC HALL > ■ > - ..- 

(Mary Seaton Room) The Circle and 14th, Buffalo, New York 
WEENESDAI, MAI 17, 1944-6 pa 

Principal Speaker: GERALD L. K. SCITH Nat'l Director 

THB« "MAKE WAY FOR LIBERT!" u 

Among" the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal In his 
address will be the following: 

The *No Election" Conspiracy Treason in Washington 
Slave Act 666 World Government 

Bureaucratic Tyrants The Fourth Term Plot 

New Deal Communists Fat Bureaucrats and Hungry 

The Internationalists Veterans 

Other Speakers: 
Mrs. Srnest Lundeen (Widow of the United States Senator) 
Mr, Charles A. Madden (Commander of American Legion, 
Admission Free z p °st No. 715, Pittsburgh) « 
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of the Americanism Committee of the American Q^ 
Legion, 281 Hartwell Road, advised that although the above ticksts had . ^P 
apparently been furnished in numbers to Buffalo residents, they were *^ 
not necessary in order to obtain admission to the meeting, that the 
meeting was open to the public and was characterized as an "America 
First Party Rally 11 . 

advised that GERALD L. K. SMITH 
had made reservations at the Hotel Statler for two double rooms for 
May 16, 1944. He advised that Mr. SMITH and his wife checked into room 
606 of the Statler Hotel at 12:17 A.M., May 17, 1944 and that SMITH 
furnished on the Hotel register the address 1753 Seyburn Avenue, Detroit 
Michigan. . 

.. -^^B^B^Un^a^hat in SliETH'S party were 
of U H D e troit, Michigan and 

32C^ssexAvenue^THnn^apolis, Minnesota, and that these individuals 
checked in at the same time^^£l7 A.M., May 17, 1944, taking room 60S 
adjoining the SMITHS*. ■ Jthat CHARLES A. MADDBJ of Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania had not maae reservations at the Hotel and had not svfcse- 
quently registered at the Hotel during subject SMITH 1 S stay there. He 
said that SMITH and his party checked out of the Statler Hotel at mid- 
night, Mayp.7, 1944. 




b 7^ 




'stated that MRS. &TITH advised 
him that she~Tiad contacted JOSEPH H. STOFFEL, Chairman of the Economics 
League of Buffalo on the morning of May 17, 1944 relative to publicity : 
on the meeting that evening, that STOFFEL had advised her the Buffalo 
Evening News had carried a small stick under City Briefs, but that other- 
wise the meeting had been accorded little publicity, 

STOFFEL further advised MRS. SMITH that there were reports 
that the C.I.O. was going to gang up on the meeting and that SMITH should 
expect trouble at the Hall, although he, STOFFEL, had asked for extra 
police protection* 



\>10 




said that SMITH received this information from his wife 
with the comment that it would be the Jews who were ganging up. I | 
said that SMITH regarded the Jews on this and other occasions in v8r^^ 
disparaging terms. 



ms> 



told him he 




stated that subject SMITH had 
(BERNARDUXHAN) in Detroit 
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on May 17, 1944 with regard to the Philadelphia mail and that he had 
instructed BERNEE, who is subject's business manager, to send 100 of 
the best duplications to Mrs. BR0V3I (Mrs. CATHERINElBROViN, head of the 
Blue Star Mothers of America). He said that he hadlfurther instructed 
BERNIK to send 1,000 units to Pittsburgh but had decided that 1,000 
would not be enough and that he should send an additional 500 so that 
they would be there for him when he arrived in Pittsburgh on May 18, 
1944. SMITH said that he did not expect a full house at Kleinhans but 
just his own people, about 500. 

advised that SMITH made arrange- 
ments to meet STOFFEL at 2:30 P.M., May 17, 1944, and that they met in 
the lobby of the Statler Hotel and believed that they then went together \ « 
to Kleinhans Music Hall where they looked over the Hall and discussed h' 

further the arrangements for the meeting that evening. , 

advised that MRS. SOTH had told him that when her / 

husband returned from Kleinhans M u sic Hall he had observed: There wasn't 
anything wild about her (Mrs. C0RET). We met the old gentleman, the 
President of the Board of Directors, who was very nice. They all get meek 
T;hen they come up against the hard facts. They expect to see horns and 
everything else.* 

Special Agent | ( of the Buffalo Field Division 

advised that the meeting at Kleinhans ICqsIc Hall started shortly after . 
8:00 P.M., May 17, 1944» He stated that he made notes on, the addresses J>?< 
as he received them over the public address system in the sound booth at 
the Hall, end } excerpts of the speeches are set out below* , . / 

^^ y / 

Special Agent | pstated that Mr. STOFFEL opened the | 

meeting and referred to it as m "America First Party Meeting" sponsored 
by the Economics League. He described Mr. SMITH as the founder of the 
Party and wished him every success. 

SMITH in his introductory remarks alluded to the fact that 
the Communist Party had used the same Hall three times, and he referred 
to conversations had with Mrs, C0REX, Manager of the Hall and Mr. 
LETCHW0ETH, President of the Board of Directors of the Hall, when he had 
made arrangements for his meeting there that night. He said that these 
persons had told him that they trusted the F«B»I* and the Internal Revenue 
and that until those agencies told them that SMITH was wrong, he, SMITH, 
could enjoy the rights of free speech. 
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Special Agent If stated from this opening SMITH discussed 
for a time free speech and stated that it "was sometimes limited hers f 
although the declaration of the Four Freedoms are that it is to be ■■'*:.. 
established all over the earth, SMITH referred to the fact that he has 
a son in the Army in India and that Mrs- tUNDESN'S son was about to go '; 
abroad in the service. SMITH stated: "7f e are all in this thing, but ' * ■ ■ 
the war is not the issue. n He stated that "when these boys come back 
after we have wiped Hitler and the pagan treachery of Japan, we don't 
want little Hitlers in America, we want them to come back to the country 
that has free speech", etc* 

SMITH stated that as one of the leaders of the Nationalistic 
movement he wants the Republicans to nominate a Nationalist, wants the 
Democrats to nominate Roosevelt and let the candidates debate the issue 
of Nationalism versus Internationalism, inthe campaign* He stated that 
the Republicans thought they had a candidate in 1940* but as it turned 
out -the Republicans had no candidate and the Democrats had two candidates, 
Roosevelt and Wilkie* t ' 

SMITH condemned the wasteful spending of the administration 
in South America and stated that six billion dollars had been spend on 
this venture. SMITH declared: "We are anti-New Deal. We are Nationalists. 
Vfe believe in private enterprise. ° He said that the Hill man machine is 
the Left Wing Branch of Labor and theft it is out to prove that the Republicans 
are Fascists* 

He spoke of the difficulty he had in obtaining halls in. Buffalo 
and Minneapolis and referred to the suit which he had instituted in 
Minneapolis ?,lien he had been denied the auditorium* He said that he bad 
conducted a survey or investigation of the witnesses who had appeared 
against him in that instance and found they were all Fourth Termers and 
former Commies* 

SMITH stated that he has a friend who heads a C.I.O. Union of 
seven thousand men and that this friend is anti-Communist. He said, however, 
when Hillman gave the order to collect f romthe workers a fund to nominate 
and elect Roosevelt, $A4,000 was collected from this friend 1 s local. SMITH 
said: "Hillman makes the old manufacturers 1 associations look like tin 
cup men in collecting funds. ■ He further stated that not one worker in 
the C.I.O. has a right to say whether money is to be deducted from his pay 
and that Hill man can force the enemies of the Fourth T e rm to contribute to 
the Fourth Term candidacy* 
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SMITH then outlined his philosophy of Americanism and traced 
the origin of the freedom seeking people* He spoke of the Constitution 
and its system of checks and balances and remarked: "If any branch of 
the Government goes haywire, we still have the other two branches." , 
but in this connection he stated that he was against three terms because 
it enables the President to appoint too many of his own persuasion, etc* 
and that the system of chacks and balances is thus destroyed* He in- 
dicated favor for the filabuster, stating that it gives the minority 
an opportunity to warnthe populace what the majority is really trying 
to do. He sfeted that he and his followers propose to offer a Constitutional 
amendment to prohibit any chief executive from serving more than eight 
years.. 

SMITH referred to EARLYBROWDER as the man who for the last 
twenty-five years has been trying to put the Red flag above the American 
flag, end referred to Hillmen as the person who was not born in the 
United States, who contributed $3,000 through his wife's name to support 
"a failing Communist newspaper and who ten or fifteen years ago wanted 
to raise money for the support of Russia . He stated that these are the 
men who are telling us who is to run for President and forcing the workere 
to contribute to that cause • He observed further that these sane men 
are the ones who are opposing him, SMITH. 

He said that STALIN does not need a "little sraelly"Communist 
Party here when he has Vice President W a llace talking for him, that is 
why they are committing harri-kari. SULTK quoted Wallace as saying: 
"If the U.S.S.R. continues its progress for the next twenty or twenty- 
five years, it will surpass the United Statesy and then SMITH suggested 
that WALLACE run for Vice President of Russia* ■ v 

aUTH told a story about S e cretary of Agriculture WICKARD, who 
he stated had a large farm and that on one occasion in WICKARD* S absence 
his father, who is an honest old Hoosier who would not know better than 
to tell the truth, was present on the farm when a caller inquired as to 
how meat rationing affected them, the WICKARDS. He reported WICKARD* S 
father as stating: "We are ready for it.", and that thereupon the elder 
WICKARD showed the caller a large cooler of 800 pounds of meat. 34ITH 
observed that WICKARD should be in the penitentiary for this. 

aCETH then related a story aXb^edly appearing in the Washington, 
D.C. Times Herald relative to HARRX HOPKINS and his wife. He stated that 
HOPKINS was the man who advised us that we must ail tighten our belts, 
draft men and women and go without food end that MRS, HOPKINS suggested 
to Bernard B a ruch that the latter give a party honoring their, the HOPKINS'S, 
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marriage. BAEUCH allegedly gave a dinner for forty people at $110 a 
plate and that on that occasion champagie at $20 a bottle was given 
away and the guests were served seven kinds of meat, twenty-two kind* 
of food, and all in honor of the man who said, "We will have to go 

hungry?. ■ r ■• ) : y ' ' ■ 

The subject asked himself the question what could be done 
about helping the morale of the armed forces. He replied to himself 
that it was too late to improve it by having the ROOSEVELT boys line up 
before a Conscription Board and take it from Bucfc Private up like the 
rest of our boys are doing. He suggested that there should be no 
dynasty In the United States and that the ROOSEVELTS should be retired 
from public life by the vote of the people, that WILKIE be sent to Moscow 
and that HENRI WALLACE be niade a milkman in China. 

• /■ -" SMITH declared that about four months ago he organized the 

America First Party and stated that it opposed the threats of aliens 
conspiring to bring pressure on our Congress to under-writ e the bills 
of the whole world. He stated that he is against a super-central govern- 
ment and any flag above our ova* He then quoted from George Washington's 
comments relative to entangling alliances. SMITH stated that he was - 
against lend-lease in his testimony before the Senate Committee when 
that bill was being proposed, not because it would help Great Britain 
but because it would give one man too much money to spend. 

The subject referred to a speech printed in the Cross and 
Flag by Sir WALTER BHWING (phonetic), which address was allegedly made 
before the Press Club in Washington relative to expedite lend-lease 
contracts and in which BEWNING supposedly announced that Britain did 
not keep accounts on lend-lease contracts to determine how much this 
country was the creditor or debtor of the other. SMITH thereupon con- 
demned any policy of foreigners meddling in American politics. 

He stated that there is a tendency toward collective state 
management in Washington and the threat of bureaucratic tyranny demon- 
strated with the Attorney General dumping a respectable businessman into 
the street. -. 

SMITH outlined the Five Point Program of the America First 
Party as it appears on literature which was distributed at the meeting, 
a copy of which is set out below: 
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"AMERICA FIRST PARTI 



."stands for the following;- 1 
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■.._ "1« $1,000 to every V e teran of this War when mustered 
out, (Less money for foreign politics— more 
money for American Veterans.) 

2. $10 - $15 - $20 per day for workers by Instituting 
profit sharing as practiced by the Jack & Heintz 
Co. and Lincoln Electric Co. of Cleveland, Ohio, 

. ^ 3» Cash bonus to farmers for production rather than for 

/** \ ''destruction. Increased prices for farm commodities, 

, J. .. / '.. to be maintained by distribution reform and a dean- 

''■■■.. ..■'' up in our money system. Would produce an abundance 

of butter, meat, milk, etc* 

U* Restore private enterprise by outlawing monopoly 
and eliminating bureaucratic interference with 
business ♦ 

'"""'"" 5» Foreign policy, Ko world government, no international 

bank, a strong national defense. Trade with all 
nations. Permanent alliances with none, 

■ - ' ; ' ■■-; - ; V;' <{ " '"} ■ *\ « .-. .}■ 

"For free literature and information explaining the above 
points in detail, write the AMERICA FIRST PARTT, GERALD 
L. K. 3GTH, DIRECTOR, P.O. Box 459, Detroit 31, Michigan. 
\ * 

"Note: Keep this with your Social Security card."| 

i ? 

At the close of the meeting the subject told again the story 

of J. EDWARD JONES in his book "So Theylnd^tea^fe"^^ich is reported 

in reference report of Special Agent J Be offered to 

send the book to any person subscribingflT^He then asked all in the 

audience who approved of what he had said at this meeting to stand, 

SMITH introduced MRS. SiNEST LUNDEHJ, widow of the fonasr 
United States Senator, who spoke at length concerning the "Jfyth of 
Internationalism" and stated that "George Washington was the first 
isolationist." She declared herself for isolationism but preferred to 

call it Nationalism. 
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Mrs. LUNDEEN spoko disparagingly of the Burt on-B all-Hatch 
Hill resolution as "pussy footing » She referred to the terrific cost 
of war and declared: "We cannot be the commissary for all Allied 

nations after the war." - " ' -^ < V '''>-.. 

Mrs. LUNDKEN assailed PEARSON and WINCHSLL and recommended 
for reading DIBS 1 expose of JOHN CARLSON, author of "Under Cover" . ' She 
asked the question, "Why are healthy refugee men living in comfort in . 
the United States while our sons are sent to fight on foreign soil?" 
She then declared that we invited the Jap attack by a virtual ultimatum 
in our note of November 26, 1%1 and stated that this was a criminal 
offense against the men on Bataan who were left without means of defend- 
ing themselves because (by implication) we had sent all our equipment 
to England under lend-lease. 

■- ■ - " '\ 

At the conclusion of the meeting subject SMITH introduced 
' Attorney JAI BARNSDALL of Buffalo, attorney for the Civil Liberties 
Union, but no address was made* • 




lat 
shorthand notes verbatim on SilTH'S address. He said, however, 
that he was not transcribing his notes but would maintain them in his file 
since his primary interest in covering the meeting was in behalf of the 
American Legion of Buffalo who had expected CHARLES A, MADDEM of the 
American Legion of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to address the meetingf that 
inasmuch as MADDHJ had not appeared and SMITH made no comments which 
were of concern to the Legion in its interest in the MADD32J case, he, 
for the present, would not transcribe his notes. '.,,.. 
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and 




cial Agent m mi notes on the address of subject SMITH 

are being maintained in th^ 1-A serial of instant file. 



\flc 




^ -. -^ Ill | - ,ntfaM* riv * aRri that SMITH had commented 

to him after the meeting indicating that he, thesuMect^was pleased 
with the attendance and response and noted that ■ p<lfg| p of the 
Erie County American Legion and another Legionnaire present in the 
audience were the only ones who had not stood when he, SMITH, had 
requested the audience to rise if they were in agreement with what he 
had said on old fashioned Americanism. 
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nhen it was called to his attention that| |V had a 
picture of MADD3I attending his, SMITH'S, private meeting at the 
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Hotel Statler on March 31> 1944 SMITH said: "They are paid to do that*." 
He stated that everyone figured that MADDSH would be at the meeting and-''. 
that he had purposely publicized MADDM but did not bring him. He said: 
"Madden didn't even know his name was on the program, but^they (the people) 
weren't cheated. " 



his secretary 
Terminal to 




bi° 



after this discussion the subject, his wife, „^ 

n and Mrs. LUNDEEN went to the New York Central * ' 
«M. train for Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 



Committee oi^heAmeri 




^m q? the Americanism 
o!^uffa^/a5vise^Tnat he was in atten- 
dance together w ith 1 B of the American Legion at the Rally. He 
said that he and M ■ alone did not stand Trhen SMITH called for a 
response f romHhe auaTencei He stated that the audience consisted of 
approximately 65O persons, for the most part elderly, middle class persons 
and* that there were rio servicemen or servicewomen in the group. He said 
there were no disturbances whatsoever at the meeting and that the crowd 
was fairly enthusiastic, although this enthusiasm may not have been en- 
tirely sincere inasmuch as it is S&dTH'S manner to frequently interrupt 
hims elf with a command to the audience, "Now give that a hand. 

advised that although scheduled to appear, accord- 
ing to his informatics, CHARL3S A. UADDH" of Pittsburgh was not present 
at the meeting. He stated that the persons on the platform were the 
subject SMITH, his wife, MRS, KRNEST LUNDKE2J, Attorney JAY BARNSDALL and 

JOSEPH H. STOFFEL. v." """-, ,'"^ ■<"'! 

■•-. \ -r y - - f '"* # 

__™™«____ advised that afier the meeting and outside the 
Kleinhans Music Hall, apparently without any connection and without being 
part of SMITH'S Rally and program, a man was distributing "Peace Now" 
literature. He stated that he himself did no^se^^^s individual but 
understood him to be an elderly man, that he,| f§ had obtained a 

copy of the literature and furnished it to the reporting agent* 

Although a review of instant file indicates no connection 
between the America First Party and the Peace Now Movement and there ia 
no evidence that it was part of SMITH'S program on this occasion, the 
literature is set out below because it purports to be an appeal fron 
the Peace Sow group to the America First Party to join forces: 
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" PEACE NOW! HOW TO GET IT! ,;• 

"POPE. PIOUS XII, Says:-' ''*, 

"Nothing can be lost by peace, All may be lost by 
war. Do not shatter or smother the peoples yearn- 
ing for peace." 



"24,000,000 Catholics must help His Holiness to make his 
prayers come true. First, send a letter or post card to 
your Congressmen and Sonators. Then get five of your friends 
to do the same-have all to get five more to do the same- 
thus keep it going out to fives on fives till we have tons 
of mail on our Congressmen* e desks. ! / 

"Tell them TOU WANT PEACE, NOW! and to have a committee 
appointed at once to meet with a similar one from the Axis 
to arrive at peace terms. The Axis are ready to sign on 

the QUAKER PLAN NOW. To which has been added a paragraph 
by the "We the People." 

" Japan can b e treated later* « * 

"24,000,000 Catholics can't be wrong. ' . j 







"The News-Week of February 28th, on page 15, says: The 
Methodists are flooding Congress with petitions to get peace 
now. ■ 

"11,000 ,000 Methodists can't be wrong. 



"12,000,000 Baptists are showing sigas of calling for peace 
now* 

"22,000,000 Mothers and Fathers of our soldiers must also 
send word to your Congressmen and Senators, and canvass for 
others, to also notiiy Congrees WE WANT PEACE NOW. . 



"NEW YORK - W e must defeat Senator Robert F. Wagner (D) 
Congressmen: 40th Dis., Walter G* Andrews (R): 41st Dis., 
Joseph Mruk (R); 42nd Dis., John C. Butler (R). All above 
Congressmen are in Buffalo, N.Y. 
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"We also invite the 3,000,000 AMERICAN FIRST to help 
win the war by negotiation, rather than by k illi n g a 
million or so of good American boys* 

"All who wish to help push this plan to an early 
conclusion, may contribute what they care to, to 

"PEACE NOW MOVEMENT 
20 BERKLEY STREET, CAMB RIDGE, MASS. 

"Yte the People, extend our hands to the 200,000 Quakers- 
and say: "God Bless You." 




"We must defeat all in Congress, now, who fail to 
make an effort for peace - NOW." 




It was ascertained that the New York Central P. & L.B. 
train departed from Buffalo at 1:40 A.M., May 18, 1944 and 
arrived at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at 7:50 A.M., May 18, 
1944 and that that was the only train subject SMITH could 
have traveled at that hour. 

The Pittsburgh Field Division and the office of origin were 
accordingly advised by teletype of subject's departure from 
Buffalo and his contemplated arrival at Pittsburgh at 7:50 
A.M., May 18, 1944* 




- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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For your further information in jour canal deration of the above- 
captioned case, there la attache d a copy of an additional report prepared 
by Special Acentj Bat Buffalo, Her York, on June 1U, lWu Lo^ 

Enclosure A* . 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH. WAS. AMERICA FIRST PARTY, INTER 




SECURITY G, SECURITY MATER, SEDITION. AT ffigUT.^F- THI 
JUNE,J\gN-nLfJ.EIH, FORTY FOUR, ^^JMBm^mMSi^ 
ajCKjaLEPR-PJESJgfflLB^ jflLJHE 

ISTEVE^JifllEL, CHICAGO WHERE.AM.il. B ^ORCHESTRA WAS r PLAYlNfr 

AT ABOUT TWO FORTY PM S MITH ENT ERED THEBALLROOM AND .STAJEDJHE 

REPUBLICAN PARTY IrSA^JjHLEgBgBL^ 

^0* T HE J HE , U S ^OFJHE^BA^^ 

A BEACHHEAD FOR . FREfi _SP EEC H AND T0OK..-OVER T THE rr 3ALLRQ0M . ^gfliiT 

JJF^mitf. THE HOTEL UANAGEUNT DID NOT ATTEMPT TO STOP THE MEETtNgL/5 
AS THEY DI* NOT DESIRE TO attBHX CAUSE A DISTURBANCE. .SMITH ^ £ 

SPOKE FOR TWO HOURS CONDEMNING JIHE jp/S. PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. § § 

W LLKE AND GOVERNOR JDEWEY. SMITH SUPPORTED COL. ' C HARLES^ WBBEBG jj S 
FOR_REEUBLli^UUiffi^ SMITH HAD . A, TENA Tl.VE ** 

ARRANGEMENT FORUSEJJUHEBALL ROOM BUT IT WAS CMC^CsLJiU^ 7 
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J # Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal ftareaa of Investigation 

GKHALD X. K. SlSTHj THE A1CRICA FlTtST PAHirj "" ." ■"* V' 
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The following data which has been received froa the Bureau* a Chicago 
Field Division la being set forth for your information In connection with your 
consideration of the activities of subject Snlthi 

At a-rrocdjnately 2i30 P* K*, June 2$ 9 l&h, about 700 warcen wearing 
"Brlckcr For President* buttons entered the Grand Ballroon of the Stevens 
Hotol in Chicago where, at the tine, certain musical renditions were being • 
given by an ITDC orchestra* These wotwn waited In the Grand Ballroon until 
about 2rU0 P. 1!«. when subject ftrlth nade his appearance, and publicly announced 
"that the nepublf can Party leaders had forced the Hotel to break a contract 
for tho.use of the Ballrooa but that ho was establishing a beachhead for free 
speech.* 

At that tix» approDdrurtely 1000 additional Sbith supporters appeared 
at the BnHroon and Srdth, together with hia following, took over the Ballroon. 
&dth delivered a speech, said to be of about two hours' duration, in which 
he reportedly condocned the Jews, President Roosevelt, Ir. 31 Hide, and Governor 
Dewey* He allegedly stated that he and his followers were supporting Colonel 
Charles Iindberg-ifor the Republican .:- nonlnatlon for President* 

According to infonaatiot* available to the Bureau, Sbith had ft 
tentative arrangenent with the Stevens Hotel for the use of the Grand Ballroon 
bat this tentative arrangctient or agreoccnt was cancelled on June 22, 1?U** The 
Hotel Banageoent reportedly did hot attenpt to block Scdth'e taking over the 
Ballroo6 aa described above as it was felt that such an endeavor night have given 
rise t£9* disturbance or other nelee. 
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i, whose identity is known to the Bureau, for the period 
., 1944, inclusive. 






The informant advised that the suit started against SMITH in New York for 
$100,000 involved the use of the name "America First" and was started by a 
resident of New York. Informant stated the controversy with the Board of Edu- 
cation of the city of Detroit over the use of the public schools by the subject 
for hie meetings had been postponed from June 6 to June 13, 1944, to permit 
subject to appear and state his contentions* Subject failed to appear on June 13, 
advising the Board of Education he was speaking in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on 
that date, and the time for his appearance was postponed to June 20, at which 
time subject was again out or town. The Board of Education proposed the resolu- 
tion requiring SMITH to apply directly to the Board before he would be issued 
any permit for the use of a public auditorium in Detroit, Michigan* The infor- 
mant stated the Board considered subject had violated their rule with respect 
to commercializing the use of school buildings in conducting his meetings* /"' 



toting 




The informant said W$f^ ■ , ^«"4 **** an attorney by the name of j 
as Communist and labor organizations, were active in obJe< 
school auditoriums by the subject* 



The infosnant advised the Reverend L. L. MARION of the Regular Republicans had » 
ordered pamphlets on the Lincoln "profit-sharing plan" from Cleveland, Ohio* § 

The informant also stated Reverend MARION had been requested by subject to be *? 
present in Chicago, Illinois, on June 2$ to preside at subject's rally for the ' O 
Independent Republicans held at the grand ballroom of the Stevens Hotel, ChJ.cagog 
on that date* ™~— . , , - >/->>, <^_fcw 



RECORDED A^Dragj)^ \ ^g - tfS jj *S I V 

receiv ed a telegr am /Worn IV \ , 
requesting9|pptd ?u?fiiSh inform*- )J> 
for use in her sedition trial* The info 
mat ion concerned a meeting in New York in October 1938 arranged taj 
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Letter to the Director Rei GERALD L. K. SMITH was et al 

June 23, 19A4 INTERNAL SECURITY - G 

SECURITY MATTER 

SEDITION 

■ K and informant stated^ Weaid Dr. EDWARD UXX3EYJUBRAN, International 

Catholic Truth Society, RevererriNORMAN VINCENI\|'EALE (who delivered the 
invocation), and Major General BYRNES were on the platform at this meeting* 

." *•?■ The informant advised that subject had two wonderful meetings at St. Paul and 

^> Minneapolis, Minnesota, but that they were forced to change buildings in 

■~ f St. Paul when a crowd threatened to blow up the first one, but subject had a 

.;■ i good crowd at the second building. The informant also advised subject has made 

■-..*:> J extensive plans for his preconviction rally at the grand ballroom of the Ste- 

^ I vena Hotel, Chicago, scheduled for Sunday afternoon, June 25. Informant said 

f i 2,^00 invitations had been mailed. 



The informant also advised the Stevens Hotel had cancelled subject's contract 
for the use of the grand ballroom on June 25, since their agreement with the 
Republican National Committee required the Conniittee's approval before letting 
public space to a private group during the period June 23 to June 30. Infor- 
mant said subject intends to have the meeting regardless, stating, "We are 
fighting; anything that happens will do us good*" 

Informant advised subject is mailing a second notice to all persons receiving 
invitations, advising them not to believe the false report put out by Interna- 
tionalists that their meeting for the grand ballroom of the Stevens Hotel had 
been cancelled, and requesting them and their friends to be present. Informant 
also advised the Farmers Guild of Indiana has requested subject to plan a 
meeting for them in the near future, and JOSEPH hS<STOFFEL <>* Buffalo, New York, 
has requested the subject to conduct a meeting in t&Cfalo sometime during 
August, and to have either Senator REYNOLDS or ex-Congressman BINDERUP speak at 
this meeting. Informant stated subject plans a meeting in Detroit, Michigan, 
probably in July of 1%4* 

The informant advised afl f of a Detroit newspaper has requested subject 

to give him a running genera^story on the racial issue. Informant also stated 
■ J of the Ford Motor Company has requested subject to place a coagratu- 

^^Br^Teasage in his Legion post's publication in honor of HENRY FORD'S 
eighty-first birthday. 

The informant advised subject intends to offer as a premium to hi a followers a 
book, "Forty Years of Roosevelt." 



Very truly yours, 



fllll M R. A. GUEB1N, SAC ^ 
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Form NO. 1 

this case originated at DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



ST. PAUL file no. 100-4156 



REPORT MADS AT 

ST. PAUL, MIMES OTA 



DATE WHEN MADE 



6/24/44 5/6,13/44 
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"GERALD L. K. .SMITH, with alias 
TElTAMERlCA FIRST PARTY 



CHARACTER OF CAM i - . . 

INTERNAL SECURITY. -G 
SECURITY MATTER . 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FA' 
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scheduled America First meeting on 6/12/44 at American 
House, St. Paul, Minnesota, cancelled by SMITH when C.I.O. 
labor union representatives challenged the manager of the 
hall to boycott further use by unions of the hall. Par- 
ticipated in dedication program of the Truth and Liberty 
Temple, Minneapolis on 6/11/44 where Reverend CARL 0. 
STADSKLHV, ardent American Firster, is pastor. He spoke 
to an over flow crowd estimated at 1200 on 6/13/44 at the 
Truth and Liberty Temple, Minneapolis i stated that SIDNEY 
HILLKAN* Chairman ^National C.I.O. Political Action Committee, 
dominated Minneapolis City Council in refusing his use of 
the Minneapolis Auditorium; that Roosevelt had Communist 
EARL BR0WDER released to campaign for Roosevelt's Fourth 
Term. He expressed hope of speaking in the Minneapolis 
Auditorium by having Senator ROBERT R. REYNOLDS (NC) 
Chairman of the Military Affairs Committee speak on same 
program, also stated "New Deal will become out and out 
Communist Party** that candidates of the America First 
Party will win in elections of 1946 and become power in 
>rooeeding eleotion, 1948, with subject as presidential 



nominee. 
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Bureau File Number 62-43818. 
^Reference letter, dated JUne 2, 1944 from the Detroit .. 
Field Division. "''"''/'* 

Reporting Agent, obtained from a highly confidential source, 
admittance cards to subject's scheduled speeahes in the Twin 
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Cities area and it -was ascertained that the subject spoke on Sunday, Juno 
11, 1944 on the dedication program of the Truth and Liberty Temple, 2601 Seoond 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota, of which Reverend CARL 6S?STADSKLEV, 
, ... . ardent America Firster, is pastor* SMITH spoke at 3 o'clock inuJfae afternoon 

and 8 o^clock in the evening on this date on the theme, "Christ First in America. " 

It was ascertained by the "Reporting Agent that this building 
was originally the property of the northwestern Bell Telephone Company and 
- : had been used as a telephone exchange for many years after which it was used 
by the Christian Radio Mission until recently Reverend STADSKLEV took option 
on the building which has been recently repainted and a sound proof ceiling in- 
stalled in the interior of the building. 

In an article of the St. Paul Pioneer Press, dated June 10, 
1944 entitled "G. L. K. SMITH cancelled talk;" aays "Terrorists run St. Paul," 
in which QSRAT.0 L. K. SMITH of the America First Party said in Chicago on 6/9/44 
that he would not address the people of St. Paul because "the left wing terrorists 
are in command of that oity. \ ■"" ... /" \ N 

'■.. - ' ~.*~~ A decision to cancel the meeting, scheduled for the American 

House, 444 Rice Street, was made SMITH today after the manager had been threat- 
ened "in many ways, both physically and otherwise. ".. 

-- ' " ~ v/ ■ ■ • ~' * -' ■ 

IGNAZviERflER, Manager of the hall, the article continues, 
said on 6/9/44 he canoe lied an agreement for the use of the hall after repre- 
sentatives of six unions, who regularly hold meetings in the auditorium, had 
called on him and advised that they would no longer use the hall for meetings 
if he allowed SMITH to speak there. WERNER said he returned the $20.00 deposit 
which he had received in a letter from Reverend CARL 0. STADSKLEV of the Truth 
,*' .. and Liberty; Temple, Minneapolis because he did not want to lose the union - 
patronage. VSERUER denied any threats of violence. $ | { 

V- ; : ':■:-. *-' h .. / \ < ; ■ > - J \ * V . 
?'■■■' Reporting Agent attended the closed meeting oT the America 

First Party on June 13, 1944 at the Truth and Liberty Temple, 2601 Second 

Avenue South, Minneapolis. At approximately 7»45 P.M., the entire seating, 

capacity of the Truth and Liberty Temple Building was filled to over flow. 

Through a loud speaker address system, sympathizers were direoted into two 

rooms in the basement of the church and a loud speaker was in a position so 

that people on the outside of the churoh oould hear his talk. It is estimated 

that there were approximately 1200 sympathizers who attended this meeting. The 

meeting^ was opened at approximately 8|15 P.K. with a prayer delivered by 'Reverend 

HENRY jN^OLTAU. It is noted .that SMITH did not 'arrive until/ approximately 8i30 

P.M» whenVie took the platform and immediately began a lengthy repetitious 

two and one half hour speech which is being set out as follows! ,■.'-'■..'■.,■'"■'': 

The Truth & Liberty Temple was formerly the Christian 

Radio Mission, and originally the property .of the telephone company. 
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The entire structure had been repainted and a soundproof oeiling installed. 
Reverend CARL 0. STADSKLEV is to be the pastor , and future speakers include 
the Reverend HENRY J. SOLTAU, who was present at the Smith meetings Sunday , 

Monday and Tue sday nights • -■;--.- .- * , w~~ ■;. — — ;. - - ..*-» -*-**--.;:■. -■:--*■ ■■.■;"'■' ""* ; ■■-,■■ ■ .- ,' ■. ■-; ; : .. , ■ * " 

' Sunday night, June 11th dedicatory servioes were held .■■■ 
for the new tempie, SMITH was guest speaker. "STADSKLEV announced they 
would have Bible teachers who. not only could teach' the' Scriptures; but 
also the nationalistic message in the Bible. He declared that a picture 
of the Truth 4 Liberty Temple might some day be found in the pages of every 
history book in the land. ; - 

SMITH talked for several hours, principally on a religious 
theme, among other things likened the Twin Cities to Sodom <fe Gomorrah in 
relation to the opposition he has had from the C.I«0» and Communistic ele- 
ments. He claimed the C.I.O. brought pressure to bear on the Manager of the 
American House in St. Paul, which resulted in his refusing the use of this 
building to Smith, and the subsequent cancellation of SMITH'S' St. Paul meet- 
ing. SMITH said that when the Manager called MRS. LUHDEEN she could almost 
hear* his bones rattle, so thoroughly had he been intimidated.' . The manage- 
ment stated that they had threatened to *blow the place up." 

SMITH declared America was a-oonstitutional republic; not ■ - 
a democracy. He mentioned the Jews several times, and stated he was sorry 
to say that they had opposed him on almost every hand, and that if anybody 
should be for America First the Jews should, as they had been abased out of 
every country in the world except America; furthermore, 500,000 Jewish refugees 
had entered the United States since the start of this war* 

" : - ■:, Tuesday night SMITH'S address was scheduled for BjOO p.m.; 
we arrived -at 7|50 p.m., at which time the entire first floor of the building 
was full. , We found a seat in. the basement, where two rooms had been fitted 
up with loudspeakers. By 8 i 00 p.m. the entire building was filled to capacity, 
and an overflow sitting in the yard. The crowd numbered approximately 1,000. 
Reverend SOLTAU started the meeting with a prayer. - .. 

( SMITH'S speech followed his usual patternt 

"There is one man responsible for s the Counoil refusing 
us the use of the Auditorium, and that man iB SIBNEY/telLLMAH, *nd his Politi- 
cal Action Committee. The looal C.I.O. brought pressure on your City Council, 
■which resulted in that refusal. Seventeen Communists •- and everyone a fourth 
termite - bore false witness against me in the council chambers, Counoilman 
HENRY^BANKS was afraid to ask me questions, so he kepti'feeding his questions 
to a 'fellow that lives right in this wardj a man by the name of MURPHY. 
flew, I have nothing against the Irish, personally I like the name of Murphy; 
but I don't like this Murphy. These two men Alderman MURPHY and Alderman 
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BANKS engineered the scheme whioh kept me from having the Auditorium, So 
those of you who have to stand, blame these two gentlemen for your discom- 
fort, MRS;.. FISS (phonetic) is organizing a committee to campaign against.;.- * - 
everyone of the aldermen that opposed my use of the Auditorium. I would 
like to know what you think about having MRS. L0NDEEN, MtS.FISS and a com- 
mittee go down to the pub lie. Auditorium tomorrow and again apply for the ..••»'".'" - % 
use of that building; this time for an address by Senator ROBERT R. REYNOLDS ,D." 
(NC), Chairman of the Senate Military Affairs Committee, and GERAli> L. K, ., ." 
SMITH1 All in favor of that say w I n ("II"). m, REYNOIDS has assured me 
that he will not speak here if they deny me the use of the Auditorium.- I 
just love to put these little council members on the spot; let's see if they 
dare to deny the right of free speech to a United States Congressman - and 
a Democrat at that, ■ '" 

"When 1 was refused the use of the Auditorium a few 
weeks ago, I sent a telegram to Governor STASSEN, and one to Senator BALL, 
asking themi n Do you favor free speech for us?*j and do you know, they " 
didn't even give me the courtesy of a reply! Senator BALL, you might just 
as. well press youif pants and comb your hair, because you don't look like ■' 
Abraham Lincoln anyway*' 

"How many favor the idea of polling the City Council and 
forcing thein to show how they stand on this matter in writing? Is there any 
St. Paul people here? Raise your handsl Yes, I see there are a lot of you, 

?There is. a great dynamic movement developing in the ... 
hearts of the American people that is not. to be trampled down. We made 
and built America, and by the grace of God, we are going to run America! 
The man who presided at the Council Meeting was judicious, fair and impar- 
tial, that man is Councilman JENS CHRISTENSEN,, and he is here tonight. Stand 
up Alderman CERISTENSEN. Alderrran ROBB was impolite, short and mean to any-..., 
body who called on him to answer a question. He was very discourteous; and 
he is supposed to be a conservative. It's a shame that he should be "taken-in* 
so completely by a book like m Jnder Cover." A book which lists DR. W. B. RILEY, 
Pastor Emeritus of the First Baptist Churoh of your oity, as a member of the 
political underworld. Anyone v/ho will believe an alien with six aliases, who 
asaasinates the character of the pastor of the biggest Baptist Churoh in 
Minneapolis is not to be trusted, 

""Amonfe the people this book lists as members of the poli- 
tical underworld, are HIRAM JOHNSON, Senator ROBERT LA FOLLETTE, GERAID NYE, 
BURTON ■WBBELER^.c'FATBEa COJGHLIN, CEARIES LINDBERG, and— GERAID L. K. SMITE, : 
along with Reverend RILEY. If these men are members of the political under- - 
world, I count it an honor to be listed with them. HIRAM JOHNSON was elected 
to office on the Republican ticket, the Democratic ticket and the Progressive 
ticket - all in one year. 
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"You may not agree with HENRY FORD'S policies, but he 
IS a great American. This man CARLSON (author of "Under Cover") stood up 
in. Detroit, and in answer to the Question, "Do you think you are a better 
American than HENRY FORD?", this alien, this man with six aliases said, 
,r Yes"l 

'.'."'""' '.7 "* "EARL BROWDER spoke in the city of Detroit, and said, 
"They ought to take GERALD SKITH and lock him up in the same prison I was 
in at Atlanta, Georgia." ROOSEVELT had the oommunist, EARL BROWDER released 
from this penitentiary so that BROKER oould back ROOSEVELT for the Fourth 
Term. You notice that the communists .and BR ORDER apeak, for the ROOSEVELT 
Fourth Term. Thatr is why he was released." 

"We are the balance of power in Ohio. There are 90,00 
Hew Deal job holders in Ohio alone, on the public tit, and you folks who 
have lived on a farm know how hard it is to pull a young pig off the tit; 
but we are going to do it. We are going to> do it and you will Bure hear them 
squeal; the big pigs and the little piga. I was scheduled to speak at Green- 
ville, Ohio; farmers from 200 miles around came to hear me, the last minute 
they canoellod my contract for use of the .fairgrounds, but that night 100 
farm lads took over the fairgrounds and the next afternoon when I arrived, 
there- sat 7,000 farmers 1 waiting to hear me. And that's what would happen 
here in Minneapolis if you had that kind of "guts". 

...."Every Jewish organization in Minneapolis has tried to 
keep me out of the Auditorium. Whenever you mention America First to a Jew 
he starts having hysterics. He is scared, and when a Jew is scared, well, 
he's scaredl They intimidated the oouncil in Buffalo by threatening to fore- 
close the mortgages they held on council members, and by threatening to con- 
tribute to the campaign funds of the incumbents 1 opponents. This thing went 
to the courts in Buffalo, and we licked them. The city of Buffalo said to us., 
"Let us save our face, and we'll give you another auditorium,' better than the 
city auditorium, better than you asked for." And so they gave us the use of 
the Kleinheinz Music Hall, one of the most "beautiful auditoriums in the country i 

"Some of you wonder how I have the strength to continue 
this fight. I am 6' tall, weigh 220 pounds and I don't know what the word 
"fatigue" means. Sometimes I speak 12 times a day as hard as I am talking 
right now, I am completely dedicated to this thing, and I will fight as hard 
for your liberty as the men who fought for theirs back in 1776 • 

"The speech made by ROOSEVELT on D-Day contained not one 
word of Christ in it and at the. end of the day, ROOSEVELT went to bed with' 
liquor on his breath, having had two liquor cocktail while our boys were 
giving their lives at the time*. 

•Tonight my boy is in India, he was with a task fores on 
the Burma Battle Front, and as I speak to you he Ilea sick on a hospital bed. 
He weighed 170 pounds when he was dropped behind Japanese lines; when he oame 
out he weighed 130. He wasn't wounded, but they shot holes through his canteen. 
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n I am going to ooroe baok, and keep coming baok until I 
have whipped the Communists. I was meeting in Chicago with 500 Republican 
leaders to prepare for a meeting prior to the Republican Convention, "When 
I arrived there was a big orowd outside j and as 1 walked up I saw a photographer, 
"What's going on here f*' I asked. He said, "Somebody is supposed to get shot here 
tonight," "Who?" He answered, "The main speaker.* He didn't know that I was 
the main speaker. But I am not afraid, if there is some Communist that wants 
to Bhooi me, let him shoot* I won't go until my time "'domes. I told those in- 
dependent Republicans that the only candidate acceptable to us is a man who 
is for Amerioa First, and if they don't put one up, we will eleot our own can- 
didate. ■■■'.■■ 





"There was a time when anybody against anything New Deal, 
was going to be put in a concentration camp. WALTER WINCHELL said I was going 
to be put in jail. But it took GERALD SMITH to beat the New Deal candidates in 
an off-year eleotion. We have three million followers in the most strategic 

states in the union. ■'» ■ — 

.• '" '■■■■ • '■ " •■■. y-' ^* s . * '■■ 

"\ ' : ' «.' ■ "' - ; ' x -« • * '" " f 

■ f V "Collier's Magazine spent |25,000 to see if Wall Street or 

other -big interests were financing me.' WALTER DAVENPORT oame baok from this 

investigation and said, "No, this man is supported by the great rank and file 

of Americans; he has been investigated by the F.B.I ., Internal Revenue, G-2, 

and other government agencies; and they can't get anything on him. You may 

not believe in his policies; but he IS sincere I" 

"You know, it used to be that when I went to Washington 
my friends wouldn't ask me to come out on the Hill and see them; they'd phone 
me and ask, "What room are you in, Gerald? We'll come up and see you." But 
on my next visit to Washington, I wasn't Mae West anymore. They asked me to 
come out on the Hill, and, most of them slapped me on the back, shook hands with 
me; a few walked by and kind of winked as much as to say, "We are for you * 
Gerald,' .but you are still/a little too hot to v handle.'" \/ .,* ; "> _^ .,-.'. 

"A Long Island newspaper publisher, a Jew, said that men 
like GERALD SMITH should be liquidated like they do in Russia; brand us aa 
traitors because we are against ROOSEVELT and the New Deal; not beoause we 
have done anything contrary to our country in time of war. Well, I've got 
some good newsi the Supreme Court has j just ruled that we can even oritioise 
FRANKLIN during time of war. That's something, when his own oourt says 
that - remember he put most of them in'there, 
■ -,-%* ■ b y '• a-' ■■, V • ■-■■ ,/ >,.\ /' "■-- ■ : 

"We had trouble in St. Louis, but they finally gave me 
the public auditorium. The St. Louis Post Dispatch, a paper opposed to me 
politically said, "We are for free speech 100$; SMITH should have the use 
of the auditorium. At that meeting we were pioketed by the Communists and 
Jews, and they threatened physical violence. They put out a pamphlet with 
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Hitler's picture on the front with the caption* "ADOLF HITLER congratulates 

his Amerioan voioe - SMITH." inside this pamphlet waa pictures of MIS. UJNDEEN, 

LINDBERG and others, who' were referred to as Nazis. SENATOR ROYAL WOODRUFF 

of Michigan is a statesman if there ever was one, and they even had his 

picture in there. ; That's the trouble, they always overdo it so folks can't 

believe what they say. .'*",:■.,■ '■' :> ; . ",■ ..-," : .■■■ . ■■ ';. ■ .■■;■'■■'■ . .-..''. 

; ■ *• *:'■..''■ .-' '■' ■ ' . '■'■. ■■'•■' ■■■" .- ■'■- '■■'■'■'■■ ■'■':""■ ' v ,; -. >■ ■.'■"..■.■■'■ 

,-■ ' ; * ■ ■■ ',.. "In St. Louis we had S-l/2 times as many people, attend 

our meeting than WILLKIE did.' And,. he had favorable publicity, and a brass [ 
band; we had unfavorable, publicity -. and no brass band. We defeated WILLKIE 
in "Wisconsin, and people wondered - wondered how a great big respectable man 
like WILLKIE could be beaten by a great big disreputable man like SMITH. 

"JOHN COWLES, the man who runs your pre a a here, went to 
ifosoow with WILLKIE, and also went through Wisconsin with him. He advised 
WILLKIE i "Smith is your big enemy, play it up, that's the way to get votes." 
WILLKIE had all the gas he wanted, he had 12 cars and drove each oar 1,600 
miles on his campaign tour. , ■;•> 

: /"-\ ./■ \ /""%■ /■'■'"-';■■■ >•■■■■> .■■■* '-. 

; "In BHUANOR'fl trip to the South Seas she burned enough 

gaff for 5,000 automobiles to travel from Los Angeles to New York and baok. 
Now I know why they reduced the value of our gas coupons, it's so ELEANOR 
could go through the Caribbean, and WILLKIE through Wisconsin. ,,_.,. 

"WILLKIE stopped in Sheboygan, and said, "I am against 
SMITH and all he standa for," As be passed the oemetery a hearse drove out 
and followed his 12 oars; not only that but it made the 13th car. 



ism 



"SENATOR BALL is a big internationalist; he works for 
COWIES, and C0WI£S worka for LAilONT, senior member of the House of Morgan. 

V "Our movement is like a young bulldog straining at the 
leaah. You tie him £o the woodshed, and he straina and pulls', and you th ink 
he will never get away; but all of a sudden he breaks the leash, and away he 
goes down the street, biting everybody in sight between the house and the 
post office. There is a lot of Americans thinking just the way I am talking, 
and aome day the lid ia going to pop off the teakettle. Just give us the 
radio and public auditoriums - then watch us gol They are afraid to give me 
two hours in your public auditorium, because they know if they do I'll retire 
all the oounoilmen who denied me free speech* ' ■ 

"I 'Challenged SENATOR BALL 'to a debate g and he said, "I ' 

wouldn't sit on the same platform with him, he is HITlER's man." WILLKIE 
admitted we r#ent him to the showers; when he reported baok to LAMONT, he. 
said, "The oountry is all shot to hell, the Amerioa Firsters beat us.*, i 
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"Nationalism is growing bo fast that I look for ROOSEVELT 
to come out for it. He is the greatest band-wagon- jumper-oner there ever was - 
he will do anything to get elected. ■ ■ 

- ^.. <T . . - -■ ■*- --.- ■ * ——-••• ^ "d n T t want internationalism, our "boys are on '64. _■'■*■;■ 

battle fronts, and when this war is over we want them to oome home. I recent- 
ly made the statement i "We do not want anything that will compromise the ■ 
sovereignty of pur nation.* }IR. ROOSEVELT oame out the other day with thisi,- 
"Following this war, although we want free relationships with all nations of 
the world, we will do nothing that will compromise the sovereignty of our 
nation." One of the reporters present asked, "Do you really mean that? TChere 
did you get that idea?" And ROOSEVELT said, "I take ideas wherever I can get 
them, even if I have to go to the lunatio -fringe." In other words, I am the 
lunatio-fringe, and you the lunatics. I am going to have to push him off my 
band-wagon. That man would do anything to get vote a. He would endorse EARL 
BROWDER, GERALD SMITH, and CHLANG-KAI-SHAIK if need be. 

"The publio auditorium in Denver seat's 3,300 people* we 
spent $900 on railroad transportation, $400 on rent, and the Monday night _ ? 
befgra the, Tuesday we were going to apeak, the city oounoil had a sneak 
meeting and voted to canoel the use of the auditorium. The pressure, as 
usual, was brought by the Jews and Communists. The Sorippa -Howard paper 
*■ there published the faots, and people began to oall up the Mayor, who stated, 
"57e are going to keep our oontract." One hundred Communis ta started a riot; 
they oalled out a riot squad of 300 policemen; they took care of the Communists, 
and MRS. SMITH and I walked in. 

■j n l£y wife just handed me a note, it saysi "Don»t worry 
about being heard, they oan hear you a blook away." In the next five to 
eight years we will see great politioal ohanges in this country. The Hew v 
Deal will become an out-and-out Communist Party. -There will be another party; 
which will be known, perhaps, at the Rationalist Party, or the America First ■ 
Party - but it will be a nationalist party. It will eleot a few senators in 
1946, and will name the president in 1948, 

t "* "These two parties will be lined up, one against the other, 

and it will be nip and tuck; there will be fighting in the streets and bloodshed, 
but we will win. A 

} ■ f" 

"Before this war is over there will b4 one million Amerioan 

,^_^ boys dead, two million wounded, shell-shooked, and nervous wrecks. The boys 

^T who have been discharged oan*t get jobs. They oan«t go in defense industries, 

because most of them oouldn T t pass the physical examination. / 

i: TV *'-. "The St. Louis Star-Times had some of the first assault 

pictures of the second front. It said that the first troops were mowed down. 
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but others climbed over their bodies and pushed -on. HAJTSON BALDWIN comments 
on. the same page that the word "rejoice" should not be used in relation to 
the opening of the Second Front. On the back page of this very flame paper 
was a portrait of the president, leaning back in his shirt-sleeves laughing, 
not the day before, but the very hour of the invasion, and the oaption readi 
"The President laughing on "D" day after learning that the invasion "was going 
well and up to schedule." The word "rejoice" a hows a. lack of comprehension 
of what our boys are going through. Do wo want auoh a president in 1945? 
Ee wrote a prayer for the world, and left out the word "Christ" for a Christian 
nation; he laughed when bur boys were over there dying; and from what we know 
of his habits, he went to bed with two stiff drinks under his belt. 

"The C.I.O. oan , t promise any more. They have to jump on 
SKITH to oolleot union dues. Well, the Lincoln Eleotrio Company of Cleveland, 
Ohio saw this thing ooming, and they have solved this problem by the use of 
a profit sharing system. The Linooln Eleotrio Company is not a war baby, it's 
an old established firm. They employ over 2,000 people, and on a profit 
sharing basis they paid, their workers - those who work with their hands - an 
average of $5,400 eaoh last year. This is four times as muoh as their com- 
petitors were able to pay operating. under the union scale. And, they could 
do it beoause it was on an incentive basis and their profits rose accordingly. 

"If we are to get the votes in ooaring eleotions there are 
four groups which we must serve t veterans, manufacturers, workers, and 
farmers. I propose the farmers be paid a bonus for production not destruction, 
That t s Amerioanism, that's Christianity. There never was an overproduction; 
but rather an under-consumption. Would there have ever been too muoh cotton 
if they had distributed two extra curtains for every window, four suits of 
underwear for every person, two new shirts for every man, etc It works that 
same way right down the line. If people have the purchasing power there won*t 
be any overproduction. ■ 

* ' . f ■ \ • ■ % 

"ROOSEVELT said he was going to drive the money-changers 
out of the temple - he drove them out of Wall Street, and then invited them 
into the White House. I know a small businessman that had to quit beoause 
of the bureaucratic red tape he had to go through each month. In the space 
of a year he had to make out 233 reports to the Government. He said he had to 
spend all his profits hiring lawyers. About 244 thousand little businessmen 
have gone to the wall because of monopoly and bureauoratio interference. 
5RANXLIN D. ROOSEVELT, lover of the little man, has given two thirds of the 
war contracts, totaling 150 billion dollars, to 82 big corporations. The 
little businessman is being oruoified by the two thieves i monopoly on one 
hand, and bureaucracy on the other. Our plans for the little businessman is 
to outlaw monopoly; 
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"These men who have "been In the South Seas for four years 
need $1,000 when they come back to give them a breathing spell, a chance to 
adjust themselves. We believe that every service man should have $1,000 when 
he comes baok. When you teach thirteen million men to kill and hate, it takes 
time for them to readjust themselves. We may have built up a Frankenstein which 
no man oan estimate. 

"If one of these boys comes back and wants to open up a 
little store, and is informed that he has to see the inspector of the inspector 
of something or other, and that inspector refers him to the inspector of the 
inspector of the inspector 1 s inspeotor, and then he finds out the chain store 
across the street will undersell him at a loss just to get the business. It's 
going to be bad. 

"After the last war we had something to go onj this time 
we haven't a cent in the bank. Somebody aaked me if I thought the Towns end 
Plan would ever go through. I said that I didn't, but Britain has it, We are 
sending her two million dollars an hour in goods, etc. 

--.-■— "I propose the following: An emergency bonus for the 

soldiers, profit sharing for the workers, production inducements for the 
farmers, the outlawing of bureaucracy and monopoly for the benefit of. the 
small businessman, and a nationalistic government in Washington, D. C." 

SMITH employed the same technique which he has used in the past 
with signal success. He has from time to time come out with a platform for 
the America First Party - a platform which has varied in its objectives; but 
in his speeohes he concentrates on five main themes, which he dins away at 
incessantly. They are, in the order of their prominence i 



7 l (1) Bureaucracy 

[ \. * * (2) Communism J: 

h£^J . " - (3) "I love the Jews, but—" 

. (4) Internationalism 

(5) "Give me that old-time religion" 

Two martyrs to the "Cause ": HOEY LONG, SENATOR UJflDEEH. 

.i The meeting was over at approximately 10:45 P.M. and at approxi- 

mately 10:50 P.M., SMITH was seen to leave the side entrance of the church and 
proceed to Second Avenue South, and from there, he got into a 1942 Chrysler, 

v| . Four-door sedan bearin^l94^annesota Lioense Number 1321. Reporting Agent 
* ~^ ascertained from J ^Minnesota State Automobile Registration Bureau, 
- State Capitol, St. Paul, Minnesota, that this lioense was in the name of N0EU4A 
'"' ~ <. WARDWNDEEN, 820 Essex Street South East, Minneapolis, Minnesota. " 

7 \\ I <7 * 

b b i0 
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A email card was obtained by the reporting agent at this, 
meeting, entitled "America First Program 11 whioh is "being set out as follows: 



,*. ..^. ..*--. ---. 



"AMERICA FIRST PROGRAM- — - 



"For free literature explaining the program in detail, ■"' 

.«. .. . ■;.*'. .;.' write the ;, - ■ .■,.—■■ ,-- ; "•■-■. ■■■ 

■ V *'v -■■■■''■"' "AMERICA FIRST PARTY \ V"-"''/ 

/ "GERALD L;.. K. SMITH, DIRECTOR '• \ - / " 

P. 0. Box 459 x ~ - ..■ Detroit 31, Michigan 




\.r*& 



1. "$1,000 to every Veteran of this War when mustered out, 
(Less money for foreign politics - more money for 
American Veterans). 
2. $10, $15, $20, per day for workers by instituting profit 
sharing as practiced by the Jack & Heintz Co. and 
Lincoln Eleotrio Co, of Cleveland, Ohio. 
«.■■ ■-.. 3, Cash bonus to farmers for production rather than for des- 
/ truction. Increased prices foir farm' commodities, to be, 

..' K .~-- ■ maintained by distribution reform and a olCan-up in our' 

money system. Would produce an abundance of butter, meat, 
milk, etc. 

4. Restore private enterprise by outlawing monopoly and elim- 
inating bureaucratic interference with business. 

5. Foreign policy. No world government. No international 
bank. A strong national defense. Trade with all nations - 
permanent .alliances with none.* 

This meeting was altogether orderly and there was no distri- 
bution of Communist literature, either proceeding or following the meeting, 

\ J' \ ' ■' '■. ■'" '- * ^ • - 

;. A small blue colored through sheet, advertising a speeoh by 
Reverend HENRY J. SOLTAD on Sunday, June 25, 1944 at the Truth and Liberty 
Temple was obtained and on the back of this through sheet is set out a 
pledge of allegianoe and support to Minnesota Good Government League, Inc, 
2022 Park Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota, in voting for honest offioials, 
better law enforcement and the preservation of Constitutional Government. 

ft 

% jail? of the above exhibits obtained by the reporting agent 

at this meeting are being retained in instant oase in the St. Paul Field 

Division. ? -.. '..>■■■. .■■•.•„-... ■ n, ..-■.■'" * v 



, 1 , • Reporting Agent obtained a copy of "The Cross and the Flag", 
Volume S, Number 2, 1944 whioh is being sent to tha Bureau as an enclosure. 
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TO THE BUREAU j 



ENCLOSURE 



One oopy of "The Cross and the Flag", Volume 3, Number 2, 1944, 
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3te&$ral Surtau of In ues ligation 
ISnlteh States jBepartment of flustir*- 



Detroit, Michigan 
- 1944 



... .M^r^-IVT^ CONTAIN 
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Director, FBI 



-LARS. & e* 
v'E-VSOH-FCV.1 

DATE OF KE* 
Dear Sir: 





CrW CONTAINED 
CLASSIFIED » 

SHOW! lk 1 



CONF/j 



IQV7ZAL 1 



Re; ,-GERALD V L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 

^AMERICA FIBST PARTY" 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
- SECURITY MATTER 

SEDITION 



Information has been received from confidential sources indicating 
that Subject SMITH is to sponsor a rally at the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, Illinois, 
July 17, 1944. A hall has been rented in the name of tha^HERlCAN NATIONALISTS 
COMMITTEE FOR INDEPENDENT VOTERS and it is expected that 'Senator_R^ERT^XNOLDS 
may appear on the program."" G E r*T^?^^j^ ^'^^ T3Ii N f l ' - 

__^ j f whose identitreT^a^rwv known 

to the Bureau, advise Subject SMITH is planning 'to organize a third party and 
is contemplating a national convention for the America First Party to be held 
at St. Louis, Missouri, sometime in August* 



i 




changing his headquarters to 



advised that Subject is considering 
linois. 



For the information of the Bureau and the Chicago Field Division, 
SMITH left Detroit, Michigan, June 2, 1944, for meetings at Toledo and Green- 
ville, Ohio, and St. Louis, Missouri, arriving in Chicago June 8 and spending 
his time since June S either in Chicago or Delavan, Wisconsin, -with the ex- 
ception of June 12 and 13 on which dates Subject held meetings in St. Paul and 
Minneapolis. Minnesota. It is noted that Subject's mother resides in Delavan, 
Wisconsin. %\k syP^ 



bio 
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>rmat^n^^^^^Ch 
a helper* DCN LOU 



icago Field Division, Subject travels i- 



For the infor 

with his wif e, and employ^ y as a personal and confidential secretary; 

as his general helper* DCK LOHBECK, who assists in arranging and 
ructing meetings, and BERNI$#C?iAN, as his Detroit office manage rS A nT^TO BY 
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Letter to the Director 
July 6, 19W 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, et al. . • 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G, et CO NfttDENTlAL 



Informants advise SMITH has been sta7ing at the Blackstone Hotel 
in Chicago, Illinois, and has made -numerous contacts and telephone calls 
both from Chicago and Delavan, > •' ■" 
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America Firsfers WanT* 
Wheeler on Ticket . ■• 

B» tb* A*»oeltt«il Pwm. U- ' *^ 

CHICAGO, July 10.— Gerald L. K. 
Smith, leader of the America First 
party, said yesterday hla group 
would meet here July 17 and call on 
the Democrats to nominate Senator 

Wheeler of Montana for President. 
He also said he would ask hla 
party leaders to approve a resolu- 
tion urging Gov. Thomas' E. Dewey 
j to' resign Republican presidential 
(nomination "in order that Go*.; 
Bricker, whom the people love and 
want, may be given the right of 
way to become the victorious presif 
dential candidate." 

"If the Democrats go interna 

UonaUst and nominate Mr, Roosej 

velt," he added, "we shall call i 

national convention of America 

First people and nominate our own 

.candidate for President unless 

Dewey resigns, as he should. If we 

call our own convention I am con- 

, vtneed that our people will attempt 

Ito draft Charles A. Lindbergh for 

♦President.'* 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS ifliCUSSIFIED •" 
OATE iMk p&JSl &ud fi' 
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This is a clipping from 
pag 6 ft : 2^ o f the 

Washington Star for 

JUL 10 1944 

Clipper}'" at the Seat of 
Government • 
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Office Memorandum 

JJ JIHa:miJ . 62-1+3813 



• UNITED ai MH^ GOVERNMENT 



TO 



FROM 



-.. 100- 



D. K. Ladd 







felf 



SUBJECT: 





kFu^ATION C 




DATE: July 11 



WlSiS 



'■•^ssikhji 





ENTIA0 

'Kr, ToXso n . 
Mr. E. A, Taw 

Mr, ciegg m 

Mr. coffey_ 

Mr. Glavln 

Mr. Uda 

Mr. Nichols ^ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Itoftr 



Mr. Carso:n_ 
Mr. Hendon_ 
Mrv Mumfonl 



F.arly in June, lQlih, local newspapers carried annouhcemenijfs. that 
Senator_Ro."tert_-B^Jeyaolds. .had . formed ^aj^ffeeric w. JJati pnal ist sj. . Cornet teA-.Q^„ __ 

Independej^VpterSj These announcements were rto" the "effect that he was Interested^- ^__ 
in forming a nucleus of public expression against the -present Administration and JJ^bmST — 
in favor of the "nationalist" theory of government. Several w eeks^a^o l!r^ ' E» 255-- 

lyalter/Tinchell mentioned this matt er on his Sunday, evening, broadcast, ; . 

The. Sure au_ has now^receii^d J.nfqrniation ,,th£2ugjj.a technical surveillance' (in 
the Smith case) thatj&thjhas rented ,t)ie < b^irfton_ai^e_I^SaXle -.Hotel v in ^Qhica^o . for 
a meeting on July 17, iyw» This^^of ; course, ..will b§_coinci dental ..with, the beginning of 
the Democratic, convention, and the„ .re. seryatipn. .was,, xe^xt e .fe^^^ Q --^- -^^ ^^^^-P^- *^ e 
American Nationalists^ Committee of Independent. Voters •" The confidential source of »V 

information previously mentioned reported that %?dth^lan_s to^jiave Senator Reynolds, speak 
on this, occasion and from, several late newspaper comments.. Jit -..appears., that Smith will 
attempt. .^launch a . new ^jiati dnali si", party Jji * the_eye.nt...t baJtemocratg ^renoininat e ' ^ 

President_Rpose.vel.t» You will recall, of course, that Smith, with several hundred of * ', 
his .followers, . staged a sit-down strike in the ballroom of the Stevens Hptel during the*x 
time of the Republican convention. Apparently this action was occasioned by Smith's v/ 



J J.U^ «... 



.U__ X> A 



^T L 



. -. _1 "I 



uisapprovaj. Ox l-X% jjewcy ana urie iux'uier xaco t-ruiu-oue ncn^ei. was rexuc&arrc- x>o aj.-i.cw 



the meeting to go on. while the convention was in progress. 



C' 



Although, it is Imown. that Senator Reynolds^' has been very , friendly with Smith 
jm.^he past, this report of a meeting to be held, in Chicago featuring Smith and Senator 2 
Reynolds as spe akers i s* the ..£i rst .; def i nit e indi cation .that . Smith • and .the. Senator may Q 

L. Committee H 



be collaborating, and that. Smith ..has # an, inter est in the .A,m^^can:JiationaJj.st.sl 
of Independent, Voters, . '~- J ; -.iggj & ^.msJ-fo- . ^]''*r* : ~- 

n. ;• /*sC M1S0S-FCI« lt» 1-2.4 .2 - •-' j ■ , J ...-., 
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The D etroit ^ 'leld LUyislon.has ajyisecLthe -Chicago.. Office of this contemplateofri 

; meeting and, has made arrangements, .for the , Chic aSQ^ftipeltQ.. cover,, the .meeting . In- thi s g 

connection you will recall that for the past year the Bureau has been covering all of o 

Smith's speeches and has been . conducting its. investigation of this individual at the 

request of the Department. •££*' - - ' " ■ - ~ >; * 'wvA' 

■>■■■>'-■'■ .._..■ . %...'. ■ _ ■■*_ _ . •' 

However, ^^is^^a^^^^fel^a^c 6 ^^LiJt^jyLin^^Gk .98.. the r ,meeiiag ,i s_bein? 
he Id -in . thB.. r Jisrie_of^ the . . Ane rl can^ Nationalists ' .. ■C amral tt.ge.. . of- Ijldp^snd$&t- V Qt er« • <Whi .^U i S 
Senator^ RejTnoldsj. , or^ani zatJ, pni J, t ..^wpulcl . _not,fce . wije_tp_h.aye_.th§„^Chi cago_^0f f ice. .cover the 
rp£fiiing. It is further pointed out that the meeting will take place amid the preparation 
for the beginning of the Democratic convention and unqi#M*$jtrt6i r Smith will seekrti * 
•a lot of. publicity in his attacks on the President and™, flewey Afy .4* ^ V / -?r Jj \ 




.yn>i 



j As it. would seem that, tjig_ejxtlre^liatterjias, a_ „dgfl« 

teletype -is ^ttached^ f jpr XQur_at?P^ovaL_to Jfehe^ChicaJoTSJficl £ 
the meeting, but jto report any information_of pertinence jrhich may c 




sekrtpiain 



ot to cover 



their attention. 
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To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTl6l?. 
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SRAL BUREAU OF INVEST^ 

> STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



CC-150 



Transmit the following message tatC 

Chicago 






JUL! 10 f l#di 

3 



® <3 

GERALD L # t. aiTH, THE AirmCA FIRST TAHTT, INTERNAL SECURTTT, SEDTTTOS. 



ffl^EHEKCE DETROIT LfcTffcJt JULY" SIX IAST COnCEBKim 
RALLY AT LASALLE HOTEL JULT SEVENTEEN ■ J3STS DKDER KAi 




PLAN TD SKXISCR 
CAB BATTOiailSTS* 



COiaiTTEE OF B?rjET'D;igriT_yp.TEBS 5 ' DO ROT COVER THIS RALLI OR AST ALLIED' 



r 



GAT.EIHNQSOF^THE C0UOT1IX rcilCH 13 RTTORTKELT A POLITICAL OnQAHIZATTOR SPONSORED 
BT SEtfTO} \pEI?rOU3S # HOffEVER, REPORT ANT PERTIKEKT TATA CCtfCEHIJIHG SLOTH'S 

AcnvTTTT-3 r; cohhrciics with the cataiTTEE which mx com to tour attention. 

HOOVER 
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Tolso n' 

X. A. Tsrnm. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

heroh is msm . 

DATE— ^^^^ 
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Mumford 
Starke 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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TO : 

FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



Mr. E. A. 



D..M. Ladd 







ii 




date: June 19, 19UU 



'.4 



JIT. Tolson 

Vrl E. A. Tamr._ 

Mr. Qlegt 



L..K.^SMITH 

THE^JttffiRICA FIRST PARTT 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 



6 *X 



'89 



f 



^ 




^ 



I thought you would like to know that according jo_a Jrgjjqrt 
submi tted in this case at St. Louis, Missouri^ cm^ JuneJLO^Ui, by Special 
Apent'll ^subject Smith, while addressing a public meeting of j.£- 

his con!!fSSfsTn^arcI^^n"June'7, MUj ..stated that in. the _laie -f>K7 

sucmer^or "early fall United States Senator Robert R. Reynolds "will speak / 
withHanrCSBitnT^in a/l^uis'underjmerica^First sponsorship." j^jfc^tated 
that Senator Reynolds has already agreed to appear" with*~him as a^ speaker and 
further. Smith observed' that Senator Reynolds will cooperate w in endorslngjnd 
helping to"' elect America Firsters to the. United., States Senate and House of^ 
Itepresentatiyes." ■ 

It is noted, of course, that previous reports submitted in the ; Snith 
case nave shown that on a number of occasions "'in the past, dating back several 
years, sStSThas corresponded frequently. with Senator Reynolds and has otherwise 
indicated that the latter is sympathetic tojylm. Smith has publicly stated that 
he visited Senator Reynolds about a year ago in Washington, D, C, and at the p 
time was warmly received and otherwise well entertained. 

Although no prosecutive action has been authorized, the Department 
has from tine to time requested that the Smith investigation be continued- 
and, accordingly, this is being done and all of Smith's, im portant, J^eechea 
are being covered by Bureau Agents.. as, was this particular ,sp,eech.at^St..Ix)uis. 
AllTn¥om~al;i6n '^ cpurse,.^ referred 

to iSeli^ar^nentl*""^ .;.»■.'"' ' '.. , ■• ' 
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-ij_r Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 



indicated, explain this deletion. 
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with no segregable 



material available for release to you. 
L_l Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
LZI Documents) originating with the following government agency (ies) _____ 



__ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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!ajor General Edwin E* trataon 
Secretary to the President - 

The £hite nouae 
CaaMnjjton, D» C* 

Swr Oenoral Batooot 

on lsuth ex 



9 



miflOTTAIj JUTE on . 

J3T iTTrriT asa 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

KM IS lim^lFIED 



\ 

X 



^^^^^^^^^1 sent you 4 letter with an enclosed traorandn 
captictioc!, fl ■* settingcu^grteln infoiratlon whSch had coee to 

the nurxau'a alUnllon ludlcating that| Hand other* were soliciting sons of j 

coney for the purpose of securing copies or cablefraas slleged to have boon ex- )W$ 
changed boUwn ths President, end Kr* Churchill, Those alleged cablceraae " 

purportedly related to tho eo-called TJrler Kent espionage case In England. \ 

In acV3ition | youwil^*call that on Abe 7* 19&, I furnish ed you In a *- 
rcnorflndtei headed, *■ B" Inforantlon relative tofl W reported f^ 

contact with certain pcregne *Kew England In an ettonpt to *3&ff%. financl el &!</ ^ 
support for the scouring of the alleged cablecr**s pertaining to the l^ler Kent 
cas *» # ^ j mm. * 




-^yucnous I*ath of Oeen Linked to lyier Kent Jailinc* appeared in tha July 18. 
I9lh 9 issue of the «&ehin£ton "Tinea Herald," stating that Opton Close had asked 
whether tho "tayatorious" death of John Bryan Owon f free-lsnoe Journalist in 
ereersricb Village, ?«ev T6rk, last January 2 was connected with the lnprlsonncnt 
of Tyler Kent, Anerlcan Enbeasy Clerk in England. This newspaper article, a copy 
of which Is attached, contains a few statements relative to the so-called Kent 
case* "".**■■-' 

' ^o action is being taken by thte Bureau with reference to this natter* 

However, I thought it should be bronsht to yo-r attention as of possible 'ntarest 

to the - — '-■"* "- ^ *- - - " - - ------- 

watter. 
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Kr. Tolao n 

Kr. E. A. Tajno_ 

Kr. Clesg 



resident* In tho event this Bureau reed 
it will be proaptly node available to you* 

With assurances of sjr bluest regard*, 



further information in this 






I 



Kr. Correy 

kr. OUvln' 

Kr. U«_ 

Mr. Nlchoii 

Kr. Hw>«RnCll 
Kr. Tracy 
Kr. Mohr__ 
Ur. Carson 
It. Hendon_ 

Ur. irumTort 

Mr. Jonas / 

Kr. qu" 
Ur. Nease_ 
Kiss Gandy 



joaure 
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Inn Taam /» • ' 
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JUL 2 i 1944 P.M. 
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ISefceral ©utcau of Inutattsatton 
MxuUft §tuU$ Apartment of 2U»ttr* 

Detroit - Michigan 

ALL KFORMWireftTAi 





DATE 

Director, FBI 



HEREIN IS O&LOTED 

jar rgnflowAL ' AW D 
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Dear Sir: 



f& 





Rej -GERALD L. K. SMITH, was; 

AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G. 

SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION. 



fre ia bein 




set out belo w the pertinent information)) 
obtained f ronvjH I whose identity is known to s 

the Bureau for^^^^rioa^juT^^Brougn July 25, 1%4. Informant 
advis ed that SMITH had informed one of his close associates. 
fl I that he had been approached by responsible persons in the 
^^oTican Party but that he had no business with them because it was C 
their intention to trade off this country tp the British. SMITH 
said that the Republican Party is in the complete control of Governor 
DEWEY and that DE'.SEY is in the hands of a bunctt of "obnoxious Jews." 

Furthermore, DEWEY had called for SMITH'S liquidation 
and had referred to SMITH as a "rat." SMITH said that he was going to 




havetobuild a good, strong Nationalist ticket and would probably 
run^HJfor Congress on the AMERICA FIRST ticket. Referring to 
DEWK^once more, SMITH said that he, belonged to CHURCHILL and that 
the British Qnpire was to write his speeches. 



J,?. 



50UTffl^^>: 



also advised that SMITH had had a conversation with 
Captain SOUTHARD of Chicago wherein SOUTHARD revealed that he had been 
embarrassed by a faction of his group under the leadership of 
GERTRUDE>pttJG3R who accused him of giving the membership list of his 
organization to SMITH. At this time SMITH told SOUTHARD that a per- 
son from Washington, D. C. who had written a book which had never been 
published, had been conferring with him and had given him some very 

data._ SMITH also asked SOUTHARD if he had heard anything *** 



blP 



interest! 
from 




which SOUTHARD replied, "No." 
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Tlie Informant stated/that SMITH had been in contact with 
Mrs^njJNGS, Secretary of the>«tfe, The Mothers* of Chicago, and had 
discussed with her the possibilities of merging with her and various 

C6PIES DESTROYED Opmc I / 2__ ll ?>2l R- *£/ / 
205 OCT ^ ,*64 e \t "~ " ' 
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Letter to the Director 
dated July 28, 1944 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was; 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 



&!*?.'*? 



71V' ■V'* fa 
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other organizations. SMITH stated that there was a great deal of 
work for them to do and said that he favored a program that would 
give every organization freedom of expression. He didn't think 
the organizations should be federated because it weakens their 
usefulness. 

Informant advised that certain members of SMITHS 
following are quite perturbed at the stand he has taken against the 
Republican Party. One of these followers in particular, Mrs, KN07JLES, 
head of one of the mothers 1 clubs in Detroit, thought that SMITH 
should make a compromise with the Republican Party, Y/hen advised of 
this stand SMITH stated that he had no other course of action to take 
inasmuch aa Governor DEWEY of New York had practically called him 
and his people "rata." 



IIZ^DOMAN, 



The Informant stated that SMITH had his office manager, 
BERNI^pOMAN, contact various groups such as the Detroit Temperance, 
the Prohibition Party, and Michigan Commonwealth Federation and in- 
quire of these people where and when they were going to hold their 
state conventions and who their candidates would be. 

The Informant also a dvise d ■■■that SMITH was in contact 
both personally and by letter witn MJ^B |B|fB^ K that SMITH IS ' phone 
number might possibly be listed iinda^THTrmmJT^ BEMWHBWWW B that 
he had received a communication from a person name< 
from Missouri; that the Post Office in Detroit was holdii 
delivery of the latest issue of SMITH'S magazine until he sent a 
letter of explanation to the Post Office as to why he. had combined 
two months in one issue. 




were 




'Other persons in contact with SMITH during this period 
)MER; Senator ROBERTRAYNOttg'of North Carolina; lESfjS 

^ phonetic - probably Pfc J f who is hospitalizea in " 

le Army Hospital at Battle CreeK^Micnigan.) The Informant also ad- 
vised that SMITHS office manager, BERNIE DOMAN, had reserved the 
Jade Room at the Detroit-Leland Hotel on July 31, 1944 for a state 
convention of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY of Michigan, 



yours, 




-1126 




C*^» y^^**' '* " '" 



R. A.vGUERIN, SAC 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



nu no. 100-8577 



(■ 



H EPOftT MADE AT 

Baltimore, Maryland 



DATE WHEN MASK 



12/12/Ui 



WHlCMMAf* 

10/3M 



GERAW) L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 

tkeAmerica first party 



RTPORT MADS BY 



tcmc 



CHARACTCI Or CAM 



INTERNAL SECURITY - Oj 
SECURITY MATTER - 0i SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



V 



C3PIES DESTKOtlffi 

-05 oct ia isfr* 



America First party committee meeting held in 
Alcazar Hotel, Balto. Md. 10/3/U*, attended by 
approximately 200 members of the Party and the 
*press. Speakers were GERALD L. X. SMITH, GE0R0B 
,W0SE, World War No. 2 disabled veteran, and Mrs. 
fOTARfr/KLEIN, of Balto. Md. Quests of honor were 
ERICWOiT and Rev. Dr. WALTER U^HAUSHALTER . On 
speakers 1 platform was RALPHSUERMAN. Assemblage 
predominantly middle-aged men* and women. No 
servicemen in uniform present. It was announced 
that Mrs. KUSIN was offered post of National Com- 
mitteewoman of America First Party far state of 

Md. At close of meeting, upon suggestion of SMITH, 

Mrs. KLEIN proposed organizing a -women* s club in """" 

Balto. to be composed of Anerica First Party ~ 

* members for the purpose of working for the best ^ 

interests of returning servicemen. Proposal only 
half-heartedly accepted. SMITH announced that 1000 
1 jWeterans committees would be organized by America 
( 1 f'iat Party by March 19h$. In his speech SMITH 
berated the alleged Communist controlled New Deal, 
both ROOSEVELT and DEWEY, WALTER WTNCHELL, Anti- 
Defamation League, ROY CARI*S0N, BR0WDER and HILIJ4AN, 
and others opposed to him. He accused ROOSEVELT and/"\ 
CHURCHILL of plotting to rule the world before U.S. 7 
entry into the war and demanded better treatment for v 
returning servicemen. He attacked U.S. censorship 
policy, British imperialism, lend-lease, Russian 
post-war plans in Europe, the entrance of U#St into 
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secret parleys with allies, and alleged 
Jewish control #f presidential elections* 
GEORGE VOSE, appearing in uniform, attacked 
the treatment of disabled -veterans ef both 
world wars and told of his personal persecu- 
tion by u#S« Amy because of membership in the 
America First Party. 

- HOC - 



REFERENCE! 



Report of Special Agent _ 

at Detroitj Michigan, dated Septem 




h? 



7, 19M*. 



DETAILS t 

The following is a Joint report of Special Agent ^ 
writer) who were both present and can corroborate' 



ormations 




t 






and other highly confidential sources advised that 
the Aaerica First Party held a meeting in the Blue Room ot the Alcazar Hotel, 
Cathedral and Madison Streets, Baltimore, Maryland, on October 3, 19l*l*. The 
meeting was supposed to be a c ootid, ttee meeting of the members of the Party in 
Baltimore and admission was by card only. There were approximately 200 people 
present, of which about 6$% were women, and the crowd was predominantly of the 
middle-^ged group with a sprinkle here and there of younger people. Honored 
Baltimore guests ot the evening were ERIC ARLT and Rev. Dr. WALTER M. HAUSHALTE 
Speakers of the evening were Mrs. HOWARD KLEIN, Chairlady, ot 131*3 James Streei 
Baltimore, CffiRALD L- K. SMITH, Detroit, Michigan, and GEORGE VOSE, of Kalamazoc 
Michigan. VOSE is a veteran of World War No, 2, having been honorably dis- 
charged for injuries sustained in maneuvers while in the service, and who has 
t«?en i^LuvxHg recently with. t '«"*yT' L* K. SsCni. 

It was announced in theearly stages of Mr. SMITH'S speech that Mrs. HOKARD 
KLEIN had been offered the appointment of National Cosmitteewoman for the 
America First Party for the state of Maryland. Mrs. KI£IN did not at that 
time announce her acceptance, but at the close of the meeting, at the sugges- 
tion of Mr* SMITH, she announced that she would form a women's committee 
or club, the purpose of which was to further the best interests ef returning 
serrloemsn in the state of Maryland and the District ot Columbia; that the club 
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would be composed of female members of the America First party in Baltimore. 
I This proposal was met with very little enthusiasm in that but a few women 
I volunteered their services in connection with the organization of the club. 

In his speech OEUID L. K- SMITH attacked and berated WALTERjWINCHELL, 50T 
^CARLSON, and theA Anti-Defamation League, and accused them of endeavoring £0 
prosecute real Americans, having reference, of course, to members of the 
America First Party, and that at their recommendation he had been Investigated 
by the Washing ton* Gestapo , the FBI, and that today, that is October 3, 19kh, 
he had appeared before a Congressional Investigation Committee who inquired 
into the sources of revenue of 'the America First Party. He stated that he was 
pleased that he was given this opportunity to explain to members of Congress, 
through this committee, the real purposesof the members of the America First 
Party, and he enjoyed noting the looks of surprise on the faces of these 
Congressmen when they learned that the real purposesof the America First party 
were those purposes which had been publicly announced. 

, Mr* SMITH charged that the New Deal Administration was controlled by SIDNEY 
VkILUJAN and that ROOSEVELT had made the statement that everything in con- 
nection with the present political campaign should be cleared through SIDNEY, 

Mr* S1£LTH stated that while in Washington he had been visited by Senator 
ROBERT^SYNOLDS and that the Senator wished he, SMITH, to inform the members 
of the Party who were meeting tonight that he had visited with SMITH in his 
hotel room in Washington. 

With respect to ROY CARISON, the author of "Undercover*, SMITH referred to 
him as an individual who had come out of the scum of life and that he had 
printed deliberate, wilful lies about great Americana, such as FatherN^OUGHLIh 
and himself* r' ^ .„. v c- 

SMITH stated that he had a very important message to bring to the meeting 
and that was the story of TII£RteENT, a heretofore obscure decoding clerk u 
attached to the United States Embassy in Moscow, While in this capacity, 
young KENT, according to SMITH, had come into cont act with personal com- 
munications in code between CHURCHIIIi and ROOSEVELT, which KENT believed 
constituted a conspiracy between ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL to drag the United 
States in the then growing conflict in Surope and by this means conspired 
to rule the world* Accordingly, he made copies of oertain of these messages 
and attempted to return to the United States to put them in the hands of the 
proper authorities. He was transferred to the Babassy in London and the 
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American "Gestapo" In London determined whet he had done and he was dis- 
charged. He was arrested on the steps of the Embassy by the British ^ 
Police, given a secret trial and imprisoned on the Isle of White for a 
period of seven years* Mrs* KENT, his mother, attempted to ascertain the \ 
true story behind the arrest and gave a friend $5*000 to make a trip to 
England and conduct some investigation. This the friend did and got the 
story announced by SMITH. On his return to the United States he and a 
friend remained in a hotel room in New York and apparently because of a 
confusion of identities his friend was mysteriously murdered, Ihis, 
according to SMITH, sealed the lips of the man making the investigation. 
Mrs. KENT is now endeavoring to secure the information in another way and 
publish the information before the public of the United States. This, 
according to SMITH, is evidence of the secret treaties and pacts and agree-* 
menta entered into between ROOSEVELT and foreign powers, and that the public 
of the United States was not aware of what was going on. 

Recording to SMITH, the Ogpu, the Russian Secret Police, having obtained 
this information, STALIN consequently holds the "lash" over the heads of both 
CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT and by this means is able to accomplish whatever 
purposes he desires in Europe after the war, 

SMITH stated that this information is public talk in England but because of 
unnecessary American censorship of news relatively few people in the United 
State a have ever heard of TILER KENT. He stated, however, that he knew what 
was going on and that he had learned that the Chinese forces have been 
defeated by the Japs, the American Air Forces in China have been defeated by 
the Japs, that Madam CHIANG KAISHBK is a refugee in the United States, inferring 
that thewar in China has already been lost, but this news ham been kept from 
the American public and we get only news of victories. 

With respect to lend-lease SMITH stated that whereas American veterans were 
unable to get a satisfactory bonus, our money was being forwarded to the 
Russians and the British for whatever jairposes they wish to pit the money 
and that frequently these purposes were against the best interests of the 

»^*»* , »*»» 8WBW8U 
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money for the purpose of purchasing nylon stockings in the United States and 
selling thea at a profit in South America, while our women were forced to go 
without stockings. 

SMITH attacked the entrance of the United States into secret parleys such as 
Dumbarton Oaks wherein even members of the press were not permitted. He 
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charged that EGWET was not meeting these Issues squarely In the present 
campaign and that both uasi and ROOSEVELT were covering up for each other* 
He accused DEBET of being an Anglophile and cited the fact that he had 
nominally appointed Attorney DULLES as a representative and consultant 
on foreign affairs. SMITH pointed out that DEITEY is Chief Attorney for 
the British Purchasing Comndssion in the United States and inferred that 
DEMEY. would hold British interests above American interests • 

With respect to the presidential campaign SMITH stated that he intended to 
wipe out the Jewish control of presidential elections. He stated that 
whenever the two major political parties conferred to choose a nominee 
they had always to consider what would the Jewish city of New Tork do with 
respect to the nominee. He stated that the qualifications for President 
of the United States should be determined by ability and not by the wishes 
of any minority pressure group. 

With respect to the United States participation in the present war SMITH 
stated that the American boys and girls were fighting and dying to further 
the interests of British imperialism. As an example of this he stated that 
at Tarawa, after the American Marines had landed at great costs and had rid 
uhe island of the enemy, the union jack was hoisted. At this point &HI1H 
vehemently stated H l will never consent that one drop of American blood 
should be spilled to advance or maintain the boundaries of the British 
Empire • B 

Throughout his speech SMITH frequently referred to the great per»onal danger 
that he was subjecting himself to in campaigning for real Americans and a 
return of the control of the American Government te Americans* 

GEORGE VOSE was introduced by Mr* SMITH and appearing in uniform gave a 
heated speech attacking the treatment of disabled veterans of both world 
wars. VOSE did not attack the medical treatnent given but rather the 
amount of the pensions, stating that Jap Internees were paid more than 
American soldiers who had lost eyes and limbs fighting for their country* 
He announced that this was the beginning of his fight to see that veterans 
in the United States would be given ample funds out of the Treasury of the 
United States to maintain them and their families, and that this money 
would be made up from a discontinuance of the payment of lend-lease money 
to our Allies* 

VOSE also told of his personal persecution by the United States Army, brought 
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about because of his membership in the Amerioa First Party* He stated that 
they had gone so far as to try to give him a dishonorable discharge in spite 
of the fact that he was vaunted on manesrver», but this had been overcome 
and he had character references and an honorable discharge from his Command- 
ing Officer. Aim documents were on file in Mr* SMITH'S personal file and 
would be made available to anyone who wanted to see them. 

it the close of the meeting pamphlets containing the platform of the America 
First Party and copies of the official organ of the America First Party 
"Thfeross and The Flag" were offered for sale to anyone caring to purchase 
them* It was noted that quite a few of those present purchased these 
publications. 

One copy of each of the above publications # as well as a newspaper account 
of the meeting which appeared in the Baltimore Sun on Wednesday Morning 
October h, 19hk» are being forwarded to the office of origin as enclosures 
to this report. 

ENCLOSURE: TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION— Copy of each of the above., 



REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE 
- OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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Assistant Attorney General Tea 0« dark Deeewber 73, 19 

Mr Edgar Hoover - BLrecier, federal Bores* of Investigation 

Q> 

TB?tenCC4 FIBST PARH . 

SKnTian 



Fen- your further information In your consideration of Kb* inetant a 
there ere attached copies of the following two additional reports which haw I 
been received i 

Beport of Special ^^H| |V^^ •* Baltluore, Haryland, 

on December 12, l5Uli» 

Bepcrt of Special Agent 1 M| dated at Detroit, Michigan, on 

DsoeEfcer ?, l»Uu 

As a matter of possible further interest, there are ale© attached o 
of jthe following enclosures which are lieted and diecueaed in Special Agent 
reports 



1. A leaflet headed, "TS* Story oft ^ler>ient«" 

2 # A booklet enUtled,^ote CXO and jet a Soriet ABcrloa." 

3. A oopy of subject Sedth's tcstlnony before the House Canal ttoe Js 
Invert! eating Canpelpi ^qpenditnrea* -a , 

L # A leaflet haad^^g1^n»jLlta.!!te^.^ Oajctlpn." / 



5. Editions of subject's publication, ~lbi&jrom* and the Flag," "issued 
for Septeefcer, October, and Ho*eriber>~i^3u 

Hth reference to our previous correspondence coaoemlng the filing 
req/droEtents inposcd upon Swdth, aa a candidate for public office, by the Fed 
Corrupt Practioea Act, your attention la partioulerij inrited to the enclose*! 
ef Sedth'a testimony before tht House Investigating ConBittee aa well aa cert 
Information r elati ve to thie phaee of the Batter appearing on pagea 10 and 13 
Sped el Agcntffl ft report. 



In the event you are daairoua of having any investigation oen£|ffeal 
to this particular phase of the natter please advise a** $&$. £ 



feft& "''''' ,; ' " ;: *""'.' . *""; T~ ^k4?MVliS; 
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Agent 



J?Ha:V/].iT 



SAC, Detroit 



December 23, 1S>Uj 



John Edgar Hoorer - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

® 

GERALD L. K. SMITH, waaj THE AFRICA FIRST PAirTTt 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 0| SBCORITr MATTERj SEBITCOH. 

Reference l a Bade to the report submitted In tht Instant 
at Detroit, Michigan, on Ceoaaber 9 $ 19Uu 



by Spedi 



The synopsis la the copies of this report designated for tht Bureau hai 
boon altered to the extent of naklng the fifth eentenoe read, »3edth hae been In 
contact recently with rasnerous nationalist leaders, end with Senators Oerald Eye 
Robert Reynolds, end Congressmen Clare Ho/flew," instfsd of "ftdth has been In e< 
reoently with nuoerous nationalist leaders, including Senators Oerald lfre and Rot 
Reynolds, and Congressman Clare Jfcfftean.* 

Please steilarly alter the copies of the report which you have retain* 
In your file. 
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Mr. 1« 



- Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



<2*^-*—FROM 



SUBJECT: 



1 1 



UlKECTOtt, FBI 
SAC, Detroit 

a 

lifirtAID L. K. SMITH 

t^lSLSr'm E UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 



DATE: 



Decembef 2b, 1944 



; ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

IFIED 






During the period 
information was received from 
known to the Bureau, concerning 





1944 the following 
whose identity is 
.es~of"t5e" Subject SJJITHi 

SMITH attended a lecture given by too Columnist DREwNgjABSON in 
Detroit on December 5> 1944 bat was apparently not embarrassed by questions 
directed from the audience concerning SMITH, PEARSOH stated in substance 
that SMITH had the right of tree speech and his statements and writings night * 
be so justified* SMITH has not been particularly active during the past two 
weeks and has held no nestings, although he is now planning a meeting which 
will be held in the English Room of the Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, on 
December 28, 1944 at 8:00 p.m. Evidently fearing to rent the room at the hotel 
in his own name, he has taken the reservation under the name of "The Subscription 
Committee** 



a 



SMITH has had some dealings with Congressman CLINTOlfsJUfEEfiSON of the 
Congressional Committee investigating campaign expenditures* There has been 
discrepancy noted in the reports filed by SMITH with the Senate and the House, 
In the Senate report he listed receipts of $41,000,00 and expenditures of , 

$38,000.00 while in the report furnished to the House Committee, he listed [ 

receipts of $10,000.00 and expenditures of $10,000.00, SMITH tried to explain 
this discrepancy to AfiTERSOH on the ground a that the report to the House 
Committee wee really a report to the Clerk of the House -and called for thie 
information, ANtERSOH then requested that the expenditures be broken down 
for his committee and SMITH ststed that while he would not be willing to do 
this under the Corrupt Practices Act, he would be willing to do it for AHDERSON'a 
committee and would secure the information as soon as possible 




SMITH hss si so been in 1 'contact with Senator BOBEKf^TBIOLDS and in 
answer to SMITH'S request for some ^ reliable means of keeping in touch with the 
situation in Washington, BETN0U>S^s4fcge>t#^that SMITH get in touch with "The 
Capitol Giat Co," and that he also Jubscribe^to the Congressional Record. 
SMITH'S close connection w4far JSEYBOLDS is indicated by many references in a 
recent letter from BETHDLDS %S "gr p»*r GE&ALD" *n4$\t i» noted that the letter 
is .i«n.d -BOB". r '^^ • '--~ 

SMITH continues to riisirlf ate UterAnrm^ He 
of his October sagas ine "The^ross and The Flag"^to CA 
and has sent large numbers of the mega sine on order to 
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Letter to Director 
12/26/44 



Re: GEHALD L. K. SMITH 
A1CRICA FIRST PARTTj 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



Advised ELIZABEfl^iaiNG at Chicago that her firat order arrived okay. 
This obviously referred to a ahipajant of DIIXING's book »The3ftct©pusj" a 
large nuaber of which SMITH had previously ordered fro* her. The details 
of this transaction are set out in Detroit Field Division letter to the 
Bureau dated December 8, 1944* 

Dr. IZLAtft^JMARION, who was Candidate for Governor of Michigan on 
the AMERICA FIRST PAKTT Ticket, is trying to get the cooperation of various 
minority partiea in Michigan, including the prohibition Party and the 
Michigan Commonwealth Federation to demand a United States Senate investi- 
gation of the recent election in Michigan. Thie investigation is to be on 
the grounds that the Minority parties vera not actually credited with the 
votes which they received. SMITH does not seem too enthusiastic sbout this 
plan since he has said he doe a not want to raise the hopes of his people 
only to find they will get nowhere. In the course of a recent convereation 
MARION also advised that he had been in contact with GERALirfcNHOD who had 
deacribed to MARION hie experiences in court, evidently referring to the 
Washington Sedition Trial. 

DOIJ^OHHECK, who in November took over the job of BERNAE^BOMAN as 
Secretary to SMITH, has been drafted a lthough a Conscientious object or_and_ 
reported for dut: 



\>r 



contends tnat 
lith hisi, SMITH. 



was drafted principally because of his connection 
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g ^ ^A5« «tant Attorney Denarii 



Attorney General Toa C. Clark January 3, 19U5 

John Edcar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

®3ald u k. atrm 

THF* AJTJUCA FTTtST PAICT 
INTER'JtL SECURITX 
SBDITrcW 



k confidential toum of information, whose identity cannot be 
disclosed, has lnfomed oj that there apparently won eone discrepancies In the 
report* Hied by Ssrith, u to Mi recent OBsptisn, with %tm House and Senate 
Cored ttaea Imreaticatlng Canpeipi Expenditures. In hie report to the Senate 
Ccnrittee Saith allegedly listed receipts of approxiiMtely ill, 000 and 
expenditures of about §38,000. However, Meorttlnf to our eouroe of inforftation, 
in the report ha ftamlshed to the House Cowdtte*, *dth elaiawd that he had 
received $10,000 and expended en identical mm 9 

We have farther been adVeed that Congreeasan Anderson, of the Ilouee 
CoHtnlttee, has requested adth to break down his list of expenditures, this in 
contrast to aerely listing th«i In e lnap eon* According to our source of 
information, Sadth does not feel that he is required to do this by law but hs 
has Indicated to Congresanan Anderson that be will break down his expenditures 
and furnish this information to the [louse Ccenittee as soon as possible. 

In order that t>;e concealment of the identity of our source of 
infortAtion nay be asoured, I shall appreciate your oon«*dering this data 
as bein£ r-ost confidential and your utilising thie Inforaation, if at all, 
In a ^o3t clrcunspect manner. 



ILL WWMplD^ OQMIfiMED 

KRENISOftLlSafDI t 
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Aasistant Attorney General Ton C. Clark 

Join Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

* (ERALD L. K. SKTTHi WE AITHICA FIRST rARTTi 

w- INTOuUL SECURITIj SHHTTOS, 

Par your further infaraation In your consideration of tMe ca ecj, t here 
trenadtted herewith a photostatic copy of on article dated "Jamnrjr - ltw5* snd 
enti tied, "A GeH to the Brave — Thie ie oar Opporttme Uaaent." As you will 
observe, the ertiole It eipied by subject Stalth. 

It would appear that Sari th has possibly sailed thie article to various 
people throughout the country ae thi a particular oojy was furnished ue by a 
correspondent in Harbor Springe, Michigan, who received it in the mail** 
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A CALL TO THE BRAVE..-.- 



tai 




Dear Fellow American: 



tOPPUf/iJflE MOMSMT 
CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
HATE io\^[%-y BYv>W^ 

ur American boys have been kil 



January - 1945 




To date, 745,000 of our "American boys K^ve Deen killed, wounded, 
captured in this war. The casualty list could easily pass the one mil 
marK within the next 30 days. 

If you are interested in the boys who are still alive, as well as 
grief-stricken loved ones of the wounded, dead, and missing, you will 
every line of this important letter. 

■^ £ wg > _N^ati onal , i st s f ail to a c t now on the opportunity that is our 
America is doomed. In the past 30 days tremendous things have happene 
(l) &2£ievelt, after returning from his month's vacation, in a press c 
ference confessed that the Atlantic Charter never existed. We had bee 
made to believe that it was a written document, signed by Church: 
Koosevelt. The President now admits, after three years of war, 
such document exists, (2) Church ill reveals that he and Stalin 
some sort of deal to divide Europe into zones of influence. For 
British boy fighting in Europe, there are three American boys. 
while we suffer the rate of 50,000 casualties per week in Europe, 
and Churchill are dickering and trading for political power. (3) 
now refuses to recognize the exiled governxaent of Poland, made up 
Christians, and insists that Poland be ruled by his Communist puppets. 
Without consulting at least op.enl£ with tfs, Stalin is organizing his 
puppet governments in Eastern iurope, 

When Churchill was pressed for a n e xplanation of his power-politi 
he revealed that what he was doing and what Stalin was doing had been 
agreed to by iir . Roosevelt in Teheran. Thus, we find that Mr. Hooseve 
without the approval of the Senate, has evidently entered into secret 
deals with Imperialistic Britain and Communistic Russia. We furnish 
blood and the money, and they bargain with each other over our blood a 
our money. 

You and n Imust do something immedia tel y. There is plenty to do, 
it must be done quickly. Will you help? 

Here is the situation: I have contacted some of my friends in Wa 
iugton who are in both Houses of Congress. There is a willingness on 
part of certain members of the Senate to demand of 
planation of his conduct. 

Two months ago the Internationalists were brag] 
was a dead proposition. Today, Nationalism is stroj 
been before ♦ People who insisted that we, through itfffll 
other schemes hatched by the International Bankers, were about to be J 
into a Super State, now admit that Nationalism and those who have beer 
its ridiculed leaders are in the strongest position they have been in 
since Pearl Harbor. 

Even members of Congress who were elected on a lukewarm basis, oi 
leaned toward Internationalism, are now in a mood to question the wise 
of our joining a Super State, such as was outlined in the Dumbarton 0« 
Conference. The Int ernati onalists are desperate . They realize that 
Churchill, Stalin, and Koosevelt have all blundered. They know what c 
argument will be; namely — if the Atlantic Charter was a fake, then hoi 
can we trust any sort of an agreement entered into by the same parties 
having to do with a World Government. 

The situation is desperate, and unless I can count on you to helj 
together with others like you, we will lose our opportunity to defeat 
the Super State plan, which will be presented within the next few days 
in Washington. / 
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Should this Super State plan be approved and adopted, it would mean that 
our boys could be kept indefinitely in foreign countries to carry out th« 
will of the Super State, which would be dominated by Stalin and Churchil] 

ilti;i Il-iiiii;^ ££—• "5°i."°^S ™— — Sii^ iiii uuj^o invu uavv>i-o vw uj.w x uv una y* oj* 

vation of their Imperial and Communist schemes when the war was over, 

Today we are doing most of the fighting and furnishing most of the 
blood. Russia was supposed to have opened a second front on the Polish 
border. The British have virtually deserted Italy. Outside of a 
little help from the Australians, we are carrying the load in the Pacific 
Unless something is done about it, one million more boy_s_ will be killed, 
wounded, and captured within the next eight months. 

I_haye b een in conversation with a member ofthe United States Senat 
who believes that we should demand of our President and our State Depart- 
ment a complete definition of war" aims end peace aims. We are raptiflBLy ./- 
becoming the most hated people on earth. Even news dispatches out Wf ■ 
London reveal that the British (although we have given them billioij|F *nd 
billions and billions) hate us almost as much as our military enem&iA» 

Just as I write this letter the news dispatches reveal that trre™ ^ : - 
British newspapers are demanding that our bleeding and fighting armies be 
put under the command of a British General, on the grounds that our 
Generals are incompetent. 

Since I wrote to you last time I have contacted important National-l- 
ists all over the United States, in and out of Congress. They are willin 
to cooperate with me in a strategic program demanding that. . . 

THE REaL PURPOSE OF THIS !;AR BE EXPLAINED SATISFACTORILY. 

If the President, the State Department, in cooperation with the 
Senate, cannot give a satisfactory explanation of the purpose and aims of 
this war, then our b oys should be brought home alive. I mme dia tel y. 

Yes, I know these are strong words, but they are made necessary by 
the fact that we have Just been told that the Atlantic Charter, which for 
three years has been a definition of war aims, has been a fake. The 
Nation has never known such fakery and deceit. For instance, the OVJI 
printed thousands of copies of the so-called Atlantic Charter, bearing th 
signatures of Roosevelt and Churchill = These copies were- hfta* is *cho*l 
houses, newspaper offices, public libraries, and army camps, . . ■„. „ -. 

If we swallow this faker y« then there is no hope. But X fcsve. encpui 
agement for you. The pot is boiling in Washington as it hajl not £*11*<I 1 
years. Men like United States Senator Burton K. Wheeler art p*-€jrtrt*ed tt> 
blow off the lid and demand a show-down. 

Furthermore, let me encourage you by saying that people who were al- 
/ most spitting on me sixty days ago now are in a mood to listen. I know a 
I Congressman who was elected as an Internationalist who now is talking anc 
^ writing like Smith, Nye, and Fish. 

I am^ot inter ested, in hearing from weaklings and cowards, but I say 
to you, if my best friends will stand with me now, we can win within the 
rb> next 60 to 90 days, a Nationalist victory, which may last for 25 years. I 
^x| I can raise the money to finance the modest plans I have in mind we can 
..^ -^rxng pressure vo usar on every xsportanu uongrsssioiiax uOCuuii/ ^ee ±rivc-t~vs 
in this fight, and we can accomplish the following victories: 

1. Defeat the Dumbarton Oaks conspiracy as pre-digested and 
handed to us by the British and the Russians. 

2. Defeat the plan for an International Police Force. 



.< 



r ' . -3- 







3. Defeat the scheme of the British to continue Lend Lease 
after the war and make us the tax-slaves of their Empire, 

4« Defeat the scheme to get us into a sort of Super State, equiva- 
lent to rejoining the British Empire. 

5. Obtain a satisfactory outline of peace aims from the United 
States Senate which will put America First, ' 

6. hesult: If we accomplish the above, and I believe we can, 
it will save our country 100 billion dollars and the lives 
of a million of our boys. 

Here's my plan: 

1. I want to call a conference immediately of leading Nationalists 
from all over the United States to meet in some central £p^nt 
for the purpose of planning the fight. ■?' K ' -"'-.i*V'- 4 "* 

2. We will form an emergency committee. ,\ .'-'.'' 

3. I will visit the proper members of both Houses of Congress;, '■ . -^ 
while at the same time we will place literature tn4 enXigfeiealnj 
information in their hands. 

k. We will inspire radio programs. 

5. We will inspire Nationalists to write their Congressmen 
and Senators. 

6. We will urge that meetings be held all over the United States. 

We can win! Ke can s top this inter national conspiracy . We can hel 
see to it that the war is not prolonged one unnecessary day. We can sav 
your son and loved one from the risk of being in an international con- 
scripted army 10 years from now. This is the most serious thing I have 
ever written you about. It is more serious than the election because 
Dewey and Roosevelt had committed themselves to the same Internationalis 
behind the scenes. 

I receive all the leading newspapers of the Nation. One thing has 
stood out: The Internationalists admit that we Nationalists are in the 
best position we have been in. They confess that the behavior of Stalin 
and Churchill has been a serious blow to Internationalism, World Governm 
Super Stateism, etc. 

As you know, our organization is the only one in the United Sttft'M 
organized on a national basis which has kept the torch of ■ationeliea bu 
ing. But for the help of you and others we could not have' eirritd w. 
contributions in response to our monthly letters have just •••& fc#j*ely 
enough to maintain our headquarters, meet our payroll and postage" Wile, 
and to maintain our routine activities. 

Although our enemies prophesied our complete finish a few weeks ago 
2*® &££. now In a pos ition to accomplish our grea test victory^. It will re 
quire, beyond the regular contributions- necessary to keep our routine an 
publishing activities going, at least $5000 to finance the formation of 
this emergency committee, call a National Conference, and make the necea 
sary contacts in Washington in person and by correspondence. I am not o 
asking you to help, but I am asking you to help more generously in this 
particular thing than you have ever helped before. 

Please reach down deep into your purse this time. I am not bashful 
about asking you to do this. It isn f t for me any more than it is for yo 
It is the most important thing to which you could give money. It may sa 
the lives of a million men. Ou rs is, the only_ organization preparing to 
carry on this fight on a nationwide scale. If we fail now to fulfill ou 
responsibility, God will not bless us in the future. This is one call 
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xu Hasiiington. Among tne otner tnings wnicn win txe done, lr you nej. 
will be ray appearance before the United States Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee. If you have an idea, do not hesitate to give it to me. 

All who respond to this letter will be given information as to how 
in qualify for credentials to attend the National Emergency Confer 



they can qi 



ence and other important gatherings, one of which will be held in Washin 

8 until it hurts — and then give some more. If your 

If you can give $1 

o 



ton. Please give 

limit is $1.00, God bless you. It will do its part. ir you can give 
or $5.00 or $20.00 or $50.00, or whatever is your limit, please, I beg 
vnn - make it as generous as possible, this time above all times. 

He}.pJ Help I Help I and we will never let you down. I will lead fr V 



y°u, 



burdens and the money burdens of* the world. 

Fill out the attached coupon and rush it to me. If you are some di 
tance removed, use an air mail stamp. Read the coupon very carefully ana 
fill it out accordingly. 



Post Office Box 459 

Detroit 31, Michigan 



Sincerely yours for Christ and Americ 




COUPON - TEAR OFF HERE 



GERALD L. K. SMITH 
ALiifRICA FIRST CKUSaDE 
POST OFFICE BOX 459 
DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN 






Yes, I want all the information concerning the emergency fightJlSf #*#* ?? 
country, our sons, and our future. iiy prayers are with you a^.jff^| A '«f.^v%| 
the National Conference, the regional conferences., and the f igMw£^|^|. B v 
crusading activities in Washington, D. C. I will stand by you as you pre 
pare to appear before the committees of both Houses of Congress. 



I enclose my contribution of $ m 
involved in this undertaking. 



to help bear the financial burden 
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This will acknowledge receipt of the material which you and] 
.^forwarded to thie Bureau under date of January 8. i?U?. 



£7' Tour intereat In brlnflnf thie natter to our attention ia wuch appreci 

and it is rucce«ted that ahould you 1n the future reoeire additional data you 
~*»-^«»« w «~ w * iuvwobw km *;u.» ourt'iu, y^u h«7 a© hi re *o ooHnumcate carectiy 
with the Special Agent in Charge of our Grand Rapida Pield Division wh^ch la 
located at 715 •sn*:Rapide Naticnal Bank Building, Qrand ftapide 2 f Michigan. 

Sinoarely your a. 



John Bdgar Hoover 



All (NFflRMATinM NiUTaiurn 

-—- ii«i wfiin/ii run uunmniCU 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO : 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, Detroit. 

GERAU) L. K. SMITH 

AMERICA FIRST PARTT; 
INTERHAL aCDRITT 
SEDITIOK 



DATE: 



December 2b, 1944 



AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERON iS UHCLASSIFIEO 
DATE-^^JYa^fi^*^ 



In accordance with Bureau lettej^^ecember 2, 1944 indicating 
interest in information about a certain ■ Bof Los Angeles, the Los 

Angeles Field Divisionis being request eoTerewithto make a diacreet 
investigation of ■ J to determine hie identity and background, the extent 
of his eonnection^ro^be Subject SMITH, end the progress, if any, which 

is making in his plan to upset the results of iho recent Presidential 
Con by filing a aandaaus suit. The Loa Angeles Field Di vision is 
requested to be most diacreet in Its Investigation otM M and to report Its 
findings at an early date. Ho copiee of this report IBouTS^e aent to any 
outside agency* 

For the information of the Loa Angelee Field Division,] 

plan which weeks to upeet the Presidential 
[ectlon by claiming ^t hat twenty-one of the states failed to list the names 
their P reside ntial electors On their ballots in the recent election. 

that this is a violation of the 12th and 14th Amendments to 
iear^tatee Constitution and he allegedly contemplates filing a 
mandamus suit in_oj 
.action* 






iwved to be providing 
support for his plan. He may also be receiving support from various 
"mothers groups" and women* s organisations' in other sections ef the country. / 



at one 



The recorda of the De 




It is requested that Loi Angeles expedite this inquiry since it is 
considered likely that iffl ftplana to file this suit, he will do so 
within the very near futur^l^^^ f ^?^>^rr 



*/eJg 



62-1126 V.15 

ce - Los Angelee 
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SAC, Detroit 



* b John %4cnr Hoi/cr - Director, Federal 



Bureau of Investigation 



OERALD U K. 3WTH 

THE Air, RICA FIRST IVOX 

iotwal sramrTij ant hot 



Mr. Tolflon 

Mr. E. A. T5ST 

Mr- Clegg " 

Mr. Com? 

Mr. OUvln 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Roaa n 
Mr. Tracy' "" 
Mr. Car son 
Mr. Eg&n 



Reference la nade to your letter of Seoenber 26* 
X.>tL # requesting that th e Loo Angeles Qffloe conduct a 
decreet investigation oil g, who, you will recall, 

haa figured In thlainyejSgWon^iacw sia l occasions, 
fcore epeoi floaUgr.V ft la known to have beets In contact 
with subject 3edthTBIffldori relative to an elleced plan 
to upset tiie reaulta of the Prealdential Election by flllnc 
a mn&mxtM suit* 

The Burr an feele that it la of pertln enoe to the 

Instant case to taow aonethine additional a* tofl Jf 

background and activities and, aooordlne^, the SsffipHee 
Office should -rooeed with the inve^tlfptlcti you have 
requested • Howover, the Hmrau desires to cant', on the Loe 
Angeles Office tint this inquiry should be of a «oet decreet 
nature and ahould rela^yjrinu-i^r to the asaestbllng of 
pertinent data as Um ■ hmrikmxmS. activities, 

Indinationi 




we 9T» ;nt*re«&ea in am prim 

t>«t he haa an several none time been 

with the activities of stfejaet ftdth. 



ktjoned in oonnectlan 



cc - Urn Angeles 
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Director, FBI 
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Dear Sir; 



9eatvaX fiumm of fnuestfgatfoti 

IRttiteb states Department of Ittfttr* 

Detroit, Michigan 
January 9, 1945 



Re: GERAJ.D L. K. SMITH 
T AMSHICA FIRST PARTY 
INT131NAL SECURITT 
SEDITION 

OH 
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AIR MAI 




During the period from December 19, 1944, to January 7, 1945, 
inclusive, the following inf ormation concerning the acti vities of the su 
jeet SMITH Mas received fromfl ft whose identity 

known to the Bureau, ^■^^^^^■^■^■^^■^^^■^■■r hoC 

SMITH is evidently still having difficulty in satisfying the 

demands of the House Committee on Campaign Expenditures headed by Congress- 
man CLINTOtf^ANDERSON, having recently received a wire requesting that a 
statement of expenditures be filed, SMITH states he has now reached a 
satisfactory agreement, however, with Congressman ANDERSON. 

SMITH is still concerned about the activities of HOMEfTkAERZ of 
Chicago, who has been in Detroit for several weeks in an effort to contact 
SMITH. ■ If says that MAERZ* s v co rrect name is GUSTAVS^AERZ and 

not HOM^ff^na^neTs tied U£.with the^u Klux Klan in some way and works 
strictly under cover. CARL^K)TE Is frequently mentioned by MAERZ as the 
next United States Senator from Indiana. MOTS has told SMITH he thinks 
MAERZ is sincere but "the lady in Chicago" (probably Mrs^fclLLING) told 
SMITH she did not feel secure when he was around. SMITH at ill feels that 
MA5RZ may be an "operative" and said therewa^a bonus of 4>5,000 out for 
anyone who could "do a job on him." M M has been in Detroit during 

the past few weeks and MAERZ is said^^Ta^PBvitjBd him to. come to Chicago 
and offered to pay his railroad fare. 




y<~ 



^^D-> 




CARL MOTE spoke at a meeting of SMITHS America First Party held 
on December 28, 1944, at the English Room of the Book-Cadillac Hotel, 
Detroit. Evidently fearing that the hotel night not rent the room to the 
America First Party, the reservation for the meeting at the hotel was made in 
another name, although informant did not know what other name had been used. 

SMITH recently sent a check for a subscription to jBftS i aejdLeh 
Sentinel," a weekly magazine published in Chicago. This publication is said 
~Eo have "been making attacks upon SMITH recently. The publication, however, 
refused to accept the subscription and returned^his check to Wju^ ^ - 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH et al 

January 9, 19^5 INTERNAL SECIRITY; SEDITION 



Within the past few days a certain ■ ■, who told 

SMITH that he was a friend of his from New Yorl^ncnB^ifflRarly been a 
member of the old America First Conmittee, warned SMITH that he should be 
very careful in his dealing with Jews since they were out to rt get him, 11 

v An unknown divinity student who has been studying under Br. 
WALT2vTklER at the Concordia Seminary of the Lutheran Church in Saint 



Louis, Missouri, was advised by SMITH to contact* p secretarytoMr. 

BSNi'iETT of the Ford Motor Company. The student snou^^request^BB^^Hj 
permission to contact a Mr. KNOWELL who can help the student inanarHcxe 
he is writing on Communism. 



The procedure for the recount of the America- First Party votes 
in Oakland County, Michigan, has been proceeding and SMITH was advised by 
Dr. LSLAND^kaiON of Pontiac, the Party's candidate for Governor in the 
recent election, that affidavits obtained by MARION indicate a great many 
America First votes in Oakland County were not counted and that there is 
at least a fifty per cent error in the tabulation, SMITH believes this is 
sensational and is sending out a letter to his followers giving the details, 
SMITH told informant that Senator REYNOLDS upon his retirement from Con- 
gress had become associated with West and Donald, a Washington law finn and 
that S&1ITH as a consequence now has a good lawyer in Washington. 

Very truly yours, 





>1 
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Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: January 19, 19^5 . 

prom tfrCfam C. Clark p Assistant Attorney General TCCsSFMieiw 

' * (1/ 146-28-U3 

SUBJECT: Gerald L. K. Smith, The America First Party; 
Federal Corrupt Practices Aot of 1925 • 

■ n 

Reference is made to the Department's memorandum of January 6, 
19^+5 f requestin^anin^estX^ation in the above captioned matter. Yesterday, 
v Special Agent IB conferred with members of the Civil Rights Seotion 

\ . and suggested thata memorandum be forwarded setting forth more in foj/y 

> detail the scope of the investigation desired, " 

' 1« The original request laid particular stress upon the 
report which should have been filed with the Clerk of the House on 
January 1, l$^5t by * no America First Party, pursuant to Section 3°5 
of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act, This Section also requires 
the filing of a report with the Clerk of the House between the 1st 
and 10th days of March, June, and September, and also between the 
10th and l^th days and on the 5^b, day next preoeding the date of 
the general election. 

It is requested that the records of the Clerk of the House 
be checked to determine whether or not the America First Party filed 
any reports in March, June, September, between October 23 end 28 
and on November 2, 19U+» In "the event any reports were filed the 
pertinent information therein contained should be noted in the 
investigative report. 

2. Section 30$ requires the filing of a report by the 
treasurer of a political committee. The term "political committee" 
is defined in Section 302(c) of the Act to include any committee 
or organization which accepts contributions or makes expenditures 
for the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence the 
election of candidates or presidential and vice presidential electors 
in two or more states. Mr. Smith testified before the Anderson 
Committee that he was the official candidate for President of the 
America First Party and that he was on the ballot in Michigan and 
in Texas. It is believed advisable to have the investigation 
determine specifically whether or not Mr. Smith was a recognized 
oandidate in these two states, so that there will be no question 
but that the America First Party was a political committee within 
the purview of the Act. 

1 

COPIES DESTROYED ^ ^ ^ Congre8Bman Anderson's letter, a copy of which was ^ 
^05 OCT 1$ l^Mffansmitted with the memorandum of January 6 9 he pointed out that , ^ 
the America First Party filed with his committee a memorandum *"< 

covering pfie period from September 1 to November 7, showing certain 

V 
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receipts and expenditures. However, the America First Party filed 
with the Green Committee of the Senate a report of expenditures 
from January 1, 19U1+, to September 1, 19U-+, showing much larger 
contributions and expenditures than those shown in the report 
filed with the Anderson Committee. It is suggested that the agents 
contact Robert T. Murphy, Esq., General Counsel for the Green 
Committee, and obtain from him such information as the records 
of that Committee may contain. 

1±. It is also requested that the agents contact the General 
Counsel of the Anderson Committee and obtain such information as 
the records of that Committee may contain. 

5» Section 3^5 of the Act requires that the reports be filed 
by the treasurer of the political committee. In hie testimony before 
the Anderson Committee Mr. Smith testified that he assumes full 
responsibility for the America First Party. It will be necessary 
to determine the name and address of the treasurer of this Party. 
It will be noted that the Party did file certain reports with the 
Clerk of the House on October 19 and November 6. These reports will 
probably contain the necessary information concerning the identity 
of the treasurer of the America First Party. 



6. It is noted tlmtin^heDecember 9* I9U;, investigative 
report by Special agent fl M Detroit File No. 62-1126, 

that Bernard Doinan, Smii55^^5ecreTaryV testif ied before the Dies 
Committee on October 18 and left Smith's employ on November 3» 
19^ • It is suggested that Mr. Doman be interviewed for such 
information as he may have relevant to this investigation* 



hi 
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7* It is noted that in your memorandum of January 3* 19^5 » 
entitled, "Gerald L. K. Smith, The America First Party; Internal 
Security, Sedition", you requested that the information therein 
set forth concerning the reports filed by Smith with the House 
and Senate Investigating Committees be considered as most confidential. 
Accordingly, you may not desire to have Mr. Smith interviewed in the 
course of the investigation requested by my memorandum of January 6. 
The information necessary to determine whether the failure to file 
the report on January 1 was wilful may conceivably be obtained 
without interviewing Mr. Smith. It is suggested therefore that the 
reports be made available to the Criminal Division without any 
interview of Mr. Smith, so that we may determine whether or not 
it will be absolutely necessary to interview him in the course of 
this investigation. // 
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Office Memorandum • united states government — 

i/ TO : the Federal Bureau of Investigation^-?^ . DATE: January "6" 1^5 ~> 

J ( TCC t B» irk j Mr coftr.—./. 

FROM. : -_ « ri—i, i 4-x.«x **~i-~«_,-. ^-. — 1 1lX_<*l_l.* 5 Mr GUrin.-yC— , 



A IniCi Clark, Assistant *ttorney General 1^6-28^1+3 

** ^ Criminal Division* y 

fierald_L ? _K. Smith, The America Firtt Partj&f'T* 

Practices A^t~of~l925» "~" ' ~~~~ — 



' ' 1: j.oK^n 

t " 

I ilr. fmry 




The Honorable Clinton P. ^n dergon^ Chairman of the Special 

Committee to Investigate Campaign Expenditures £or $he Bouse of 
Representative*, 19W*» haa. written to , the i^ttprney General, calling 
attention to the fact that the imerlo^ P.^st Party had not filed 



." . r P- 1" n!ar» " - - 
y jir-. T»."_ . 
See?* 



• Vi»s Gundy...— 
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The Clerk of the House of Representatives indicates the 
the America First Party filed on Ootober 19, 19W+, * report under 
the Federal Corrupt Practices Act and that on November 6th, the 
Amerioa First Party filed a second report to whiah Gerald L. JU 
Smith's name had been added* However, neither the Amerioa First 
Party nor Gerald L. K, 6ml th have filed, as of tad^tf-^tha report 
required by Section 305(c). ' , ( 



You will note that in his letter Congressman An< . 

refers to a memorandum filed with his Committee by the Amerioa ra-st 



issman Anderson"*"** - | 



Party covering the period for September 1 to NoweWer 7, *6^» ;A\' 2S ®-^ 
This memorandum showed receipts of ♦10,973»10 and expenditures of 
$10,953 «91* However, the Amerioa First Party supplied tAe Anderson -Q^ 
Committee with a report which was a copy of the report f Ale d with &&^ 
the Senate Campaign Expenditures Committee, lining expencfctuyes from Y* 
January 1, 19w, to September 1, 19U+, in the amount of #39,370,65, 
with contributions during that same peniod of ibl,300 s 85« Congressman 
Anderson indicates that he oannot tell: whether the America First Party 
is a different organization from the^Amerioa First Political Party; 
whether one is the successor to the other or whether the two reports 
should have been consolidated, because in the report covering the 
period from September 1 to Hovember jfth, ..¥*• Attith refers in his 
letter of transmittal to "The .Amerioa First, political Party* but In 
the body of his report refers to receipts ojj£ba~ "America First Party", 

In his appearance before the Anderson Committee on Ootober 3* 
I9I4U, Mr, Smith testified that the Amerioa First Party, which was a 
continuity between the Amerioa First Committee and the Party which 
war organised, was established as a state party in Michigan about 
August 1st and became a national party about September 1st. However, 
in his testimony ]ir« Smith discussed a national convention of the 
America First Party held at Detroit, February 7, 19^3. A convention 
was held in Detroit, Michigan, on August 29th and 30th, I9L1I4., and 
Mr. Smith became the Party's presidential candidate. There is no *!, 
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question but that the America First Party was a polltioal committee, 
within the definition of thet term in the Federal Corrupt Preotioes 
lot and that the Treasurer of such Committee wag required to file 
with the Clerk of the "Hou'se on January 1, TSU5s toe statement require d 
by -Section 30§ of the Act. 

Congressman Anderson states that his Committee tried 
repeatedly to .get satisfactory inforjnation from the imerioa First 
Party but has faiied^Your^^tention ie directed to the report , 

of Special Agent M M dated December 9, 19^, titled h^ C ^ 

"Gerald L# I. Siditn^Hfnallases , The America First Party", 
and designated as Detroit File Ho. 62-1126. At page 10 of _ this 
report It is indicated that on Hovember 27 # l^W*-* Congressman Anderson 
advised Hr« Smith that a complete record of the campaign expenditures 
had not been furnished to his Committee, and that a oopy of the report 
sent by Smith to the Senate Committee, was not properly itemised as 
required by law. It is further stated that Mr. Smith indloated that 
he thought this request routine and would take care of It at some 
time in the future. 

Section 314 (a) of the Federal Corrupt Practices Aot, 
2 U.S.C. 252 (a) provides for a fine of not more than f 1,000 or 
Imprisonment for not more than 1 year or both for a violation of 
Section 305. Where the violation of this S e otion is wilful, penalty 
is increased by Section 314(b) to a fine of not more then $10,000 
or imprisonment for not more than 2 years* It Is rfgufrrrfrra, theref ore, 
that a oomi£.rte..iBr*«tlgaj;£on..b^ in the premises 

to determine the reasons for the failure of the "jsjerloa Writ Party 
to file_tM„ report, rejjw^ \ % 15^5, 

This investigation should seek to determine whether or not the failure 
to file the required report was wilful so that tk« .Department may 
determine. whether the alleged violation falls within Seotion 3ll*(aJ or 
334(b). ' - y y 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

House of Representatives 

Special Committee to Investigate 
Campaign Expenditures for the 
House of Representatives, 19 44 

January 3, 1945 

The Honorable Francis Biddle 
Attorney General of tiie United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington. D. C. 

Ky dear Mr. Biddle: 

Before the House Committee to Investigate Campaign Expenditures 
expires today under the terms of the resolution creating it, I feel I 
should call your attention to the fact that the America First Political 
Party had not, as of 11 A.M. on January 3 filed with the Clerk of the 
House, the final financial statement required by Section 305 of the 
Corrupt Practices Act. 

Our Committee has tried repeatedly to get satisfactory informa- 
tion from the America First Political Party but has failed and as Chairman 
I was extremely anxious to see the report which the Party would file and 
which under subsection C of Section 305 would have covered the calendar 
year of 1944* I wanted this because the America First Party claims to 
have come into existence August 31, 1944 and did file a memorandum cover- 
ing the period from September 1 through November 7, 1944« That memorandum 
showed receipts of $10,97B.10 and expenditures of $10,953 .91. However, the 
America First Party supplied our Committee with a report which was a copy 
of a report filed with the Senate Campaign Expenditures Committee and it 
listed expenditures from January 1, 1944 to September 1, 1944 in the amount 
of $39,370.65 with contributions during that same period of $41,300. 35 • I 
cannot tell whether the America First Party is a different organization from 
the America First Political Party; whether one is a successor to the other 
or whether the two reports should have been consolidated, because in the 
report covering the period from September 1 to November 7, Mr. Smith refers 
in his letter of transmittal to the "America First Political Party 1 ' but in 
the body of his report refers to the receipts of the "America First Party." 

Since the Corrupt Practices Act does not seem to say whose respon- 
sibility it shall be to see that a statement is filed by a political party 
or to enforce the proper sections of the law, I thought this matter might 
properly be called to your attention. 



Sincerely yours, 

/S/ Clinton P^Anderson 



Clinton P. Anderson 
Chairman 

ENCLOSURE ^/\ 

CPA;d ^ */-??/(■ -^31 U 
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4©!» Bdc»r Soever * fiirector. Federal Barea* of ?ave*U«atieB 

AIL INFORMATION CONTAIN 



JERBN ! C UNCLASSIFIED 
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(ffJULB U I* 5WTH 

far ANi-jaa hrst wjw 

FEDERAL OCBRUPT PfcACTHfcS AW OF X#, 

ftefcranee 1* aims* to th* enrrofft itm^*$Wbr ^&t Sci ii i W 
te-trolt, Haitian, wader the caption, "Gerald t# «• 3edtfcf The Azaeric* Flrat 
FerVl fciUrml Zktmrikfi Sedition,* Under dote ef Jmmmrr &, !&$» wo reeC *od 
a MAonoam fren the Grtalnal javielm ef the Ea$*artjetot ocerinf an the llling 
ret^iirerente of the Aoeri^* flret P*rty (in 0enttOflti<» with lit effort* 5 a the 
recent e«aiftlfn) aa act forth In tha Federal Corrupt fHeUe«i Act ef 192$, 
Section* 2liW£6 f Till* t- ttei4*! Stftt«f Cede, Fartfnent worttona of IV a 
n«F.orr.ncii*a nVoh ren»o«io4 an inweatlcaV,dn to aeeortoin Jteltfc'a Intent (r>ertJeu 
wh«t:*«r It w&e wilftd) In falling to file a final etotoxwot with the Clerk of tha 
Houee of JtepraaontffUTaa on January If 'ASi are aot forth below i 
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E. A. TaSnT 
- Cleg£_ 




•Tha Honorable Clinton P # Anderaon, Oulrnan of tha Special 
Cwdtte* to IsrveeV gate Campaign F*pend't«r*a far tha llouao of 
Rer,ree*ntati*ee, l&ih t baa writtaa to the Attorney Qeziernl. calling 
attention to tha root th%t the Jewries Fire* rati/ had not ft lad 
with the CUrk. of tha Steuee tha Anal financial atataea&t racial red 
bp- Sect* n 30j of tha Corrupt Practfcea Aet of l#5 f 2 IU&.C. 2i*L. 
A 00;7 of Congree£*-an fcderaon'e let tar la trar.aoitted herewith. 

"Th* Clerk of the Ttouaa of Be>ree*nt*tiTee Indlcataa that 
the Arfcrfca Flrat Forty filed 00 October l« f l&li, a ropert under 
t v o Federal Corrupt Preetloee Aot and that an Eowenber 6th. the 
teerlca Flrat T>arty fJlod a aeo<Dd report to wttefc Oerald L« K, 
Dslth f a nare had boon added, However, neither tha *aaff*!oA Flrat 
Forty nor QoraW % . I* Sodth navo ti\**, a» of today, the report 
raqoired 07 Section JO£(e)« 

"Ten will note that In ate latter Co*iipr*oaa*a AnoOraen 
rofera to a ranoranatm filed nth Ida Gamnlttew W'tho Ai»rlaa Flrat 
rartv cow«rlnc too jwrlod flar 3o^fean*«r 1 to %^p&ar Tg lM» 
Th* • Ker:or«ndoR ahowod raealpta af flOA^^l^anaV^ocriofiitoroa of 
IX0,««3.n« Itowmr, tha Aaaorton Hra* lorw a^rUod the Aadoraon 
Oancdttoa with a report which waa a oopR<Ptt* Mpoat filed with 
to Senate Cerpa^ t^ondlturM Ooresi ttaa* fcattn* anrotartarwe fron 
Hnt"T7 1 # l*h# to eetttttfeer X, lAh« &Bi a&a*otf l»*3TMS t 
with oontrltwtlono daring that eat* petted oT ont^OO^^ Cea^manan 
Andoreon Inficetoo that ha enanot toll whether -aftw Anvrloa Flrat rmrty 
ii a dlffwraat oranrdaotlon trm too Aawrlon ViAt PaOltleal rwrtri 
whether one la tha aoomaaar to tt* *$«r «r wlaHhar the two reporta 
aaaaild h«*o \&e ;mmG&a**dt hooauaa i* the rapoH ooworlac the 
wovied trm Se^toabar ! lo Fowan%ar ftk hy, aadth rofora In hie 
lrttor of tranont^al to «Tfee Jaasrlos Urat ToUUaal ?artr 9 *«* 1» 
t^r bo<r of hla report rafora to reendlpto of the 'Anerlee Flrat rarV 




Kendo n 
Penr.lngton 

Q.U1MI Taranjr 
Nease 
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CZi \\ «ln hii appaorwAOo >oforo tha Andaraon Coaadttoo on Oo\ob«r 3 t 
r ~~T ^ X^Uty Wr # asdth toaUriod that the An«r!oa Flrat Parly, whloh wea o 
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contimHtr Vtaaan tha aRartoa firoi Catodttoo and tha arty » M «» 
**■ wtydMd. vaa oatabllahad as * atato r*rV *» »«Ugo» about 
4«*B«t* la* and booaro a national partar about S^UAir la*, B*»w, 
labia tortieany Vr« Salt* diaawood * national osmoRtion of tho 
iHrlai Firat Party bald at Botrolt, Jobraary 7» !$£• A oowontion 

OS* bold In Detroit, l&ohlgon* Ml A*$t«t mil Md JOthg IHA* Mi 
Hr» Sadth boo** the Par^e preefeentiel |fc^dote» ther e **.»• 
eneetidn out that the aaeriee Krai r«v east » ratios* a ii ■" *t f f 
vital* the definition «f that Un 1ft the ?*2erei Corrupt r*wtlw« 
Aet and that tha Ireeattrer of auoh Ceeedtiee tw required to fl*B 
with tha Cl**fc of tin Swat on Jamary *e W«S» *** «rt**o»e«t rt^&lr*i 
by Section JOJ of fee Aot. 

*Gongre*ftsan Andoreaa etatea that Id* Conadttee tried 
repeatedly to gat e*Uifeflt©:y l&fomation Iron the fewrtea lira* 
Forty but hoe fallodi Tnar ifcjenUoo It directed to the report J „ 

Af fiM^ial Agent fl H. dated ! W^I, i y 0. I*!*-- titled £> 7 <— ' 

•Oaraid X* C WS^WBIKSa, the mmIm flret ^art? 4 * 
and OMtgnatUd «• Detroit Ftla Ho* &-Ua6. At pefo 10 of thie 
report It la indicated that en Berecber 27f 2°Ui» Gcngrmmm Andaratn 
edVteed tt% Sadth ta*t a conoltite record of tha carpal gn aapeadltarva 
bad mot been naraiehad tomi €onaitiee f and that a 0677 of tha report 
aant by adth to tha Senate Comittee, vma not properly ltaadaad aa 
require! by 1**. It la farther etoted that *r, anith indicated that 
ha thought thle reqaeat routine and would taka eara af it at oone 
tine In the fbtisre. 

■SeeV op 3U (a) oT the F*der*l Corrsnt ?r*cticee Aat, 
t V«3«C. t?2 (a) provldaa far a flna of not aera than H f 000 or 
larorlaonrjant for a«t aora than X jmr or both for a delation af 
SactlOTt 30?, nbmrv ue i^olatSan of thia Saoiien if afi Irai, pa?»ity 
la irwreaaad 07 Sa^tloa JXh (b) to a ilna of aot oora than JlO.OOO 
or lae>rS aooaant for not war* than 2 r«ora # It i& roqtjaatod- tharafora # 
that a eoaplHa laraatlfatlon bo laai«S3ataly iaatltetod la tht propdaaa 
to datanslr* tha reaaona for tha f allnra of tha A^rlea 71 ret Party 
to f^la th« report rwpslrad br Saotlon y% aa of Jmrmxtj 1, 1?15«^ 
lh<t larortlcratloB ahool4 aoak to dateralna vhbthrr or aot *Jw f«21ura 
to fila tha roqulrod report vaa vlUbl m that tha Dapartweat sagr 
daUr«ln« vhcthar tha allatjod rSolation falla vltUc aoetloe 3UU (a) or 

lhara art alao attae^iod ooplaa of tha lattor froa Cmemnmim uaSaraon 
to tht Attorney fenaral. loo »1U acta that eonotdaraoXa aoftttor. la aooo of Vda 
ltttor ?n tha Criatnal ttoialaB'c 



rirtt Forty oad falXad to fUa Othor ftataaanta rooolrod ay tha TMaral Corra; 
Traotioaa Aot of X«JS and tharale/ ooro poootoV rollV of othar rlolatlonag a 



Iajnanoeh aa It afpoarod froa oooilablo lnfomatlon that tha Anerloa 

Corrapt 

^ «Oqc< 

vr?o«i^ap»OB ooairad by %h 
Crladnal Olvifdoa* tla? portinani portlooo of a roooat aoaerandoo froa taa Crlalnnl 
a^lalan aottlAg forth ooro la data'l tao aoopo of taa ImootlsoU on aoa ir od la 

ajootad balovi 



■1. The ortdnal request laid pertlcalir aires* wpon the 
report wtriri* should hre been filed with the Clark of the tf*iee « 
Jatav.ry 1, I9k£, >*r the Aawrtoa Tiro* forty, purtmsnt to Section 30* 
of the Jaderal Corrupt Practice* fcd* IWe SeoVon also reqaire* 
the filing of • rej^ort with ilia CUrtt of the tatee batsMen the lot 
and 10th days of Kar*h, <tono # and Septeaber, and also between the 
10th and ljth days md en the 5th day neat rneoedtne the data of 
the ccci*r*l election* 

•It la requested that tha r*oord* of tha Clasfc af the Souse 
be cheeked to deterftine whet ior or not the fe*rioa Prat Tarty ft lad 
any report • In March, ****» Sept#**ser. between October 23 and ?6 
tad on rowesib*r 2 f X9hk m fn tha arcnt arry raporta were filed the 
sertlnrnt 1 nf awwtt5.on tHesvln contained should be noted in tha 
irrrerrV! ratine rerorl* 

•*. Section 30? realms tha fllinc •* a wort tar tha 
treasurer of a political eonrdtto** Urn tens f Relitie*I Cased tte* 1 
la d*M**d In Seotisn 3*2 (*) o/ the Act to Include any ecniittee 
or or^afti* aat5 an which acne te ootttrltat? ore or nakea a*;end'tur**s 
for tha purr*** at infli*enoin£ °r atterrwtlnr, to lnfln*nee tha 
election of candidates or residential and rfce r*ree.*denl-.al electors 
Ja two or core statr ■*, Jr. SsrHh testified before tha AiKJcrvon 
Coetdttee t^Mt he wea toe official candidAta for Treftldent of the 
ferric* vlrst fax^y one that ha w*a on the ballot in sUehljpn and 
In Texas* It I* haltered adri cable to h*va tha lnYestif^tlcn 
datandna pacifically abetter or not ar, 2edth was a recognised 
c*nc*!dAte in thee* two at it**, eo th*.t thera will ba r.o question 
but Vtat the Aawrtoa F^rst Forty w*e a political eeanltte* vl+hin 
the rvrr'm of ti» act, 

"3. Ir> Congraaasa/i Anderson *e letter, a oory e' wh?eh was 
trapsed tted with the vemanmAm of January 6, ha pointed out tmt 
the Hrerice Krst Party ft lad w5th hi 9 eaasittww a aweoTRa** 
©wring ttm period fro* Vp Uwtoar 1 to Sorcnbar 7$ ahawlnR eartain 
raoalptfl afad ax^aadltoraa. Mowrver 9 tha awrtoa rfret ^arty ft ltd 
with tha Qraan Com! Hoe of tha Sana** a ras^ort of m®m& tur*s 
mm ^aau^ry 1, l«U* f to Saptartar 1» l^U*, ahowlng aneh Uivrr 
contributions nod aacpandlturaa than ihoaa ahowo in tha rapori 
fllad with tha Jkndoreon Coawdttaa^ Zt i* aaa^aatod that the aeanta 
contact Rohart T« Karphr* *«5»« 3*wral Counaol far iha Oraan 
Cotwdttee, and obtain fxxm hut aneh lafonaatdon at tha raoorda 
0/ thfit Ccaaalttoa aay ooataln. 

*«.# Zt i« alao r a o^ a ot a d that tha agant* aantawt tha Oanaral 
Ceanaal of tha toAmrtm Cojottttee and ahuin aaaji InfonMtian aa 
the reeoada of that Cojaalttoa nay oontalxw 

•$ m Socticn 30$ of tha Act raawlm th t the rvpoi44i bo riod 

fay the troaaorar of tha political oaaadttee* In hie tofftiwsay bafora 
tha Andoraon Ooaadttaa) a>. Salth teaftifled that ha *mm*a fall 
responsibility for tha J*rrlno FSrat Party* It will be 
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to determine the n*»e and address of the treasurer of this Party. 
U«lUbe fcoterf that tl» Farty did file certain reports with the 
Clrrk of the House on October i? end Eoveevber 6« These reporta will 
probably contain the neeeasary lnf amotion eoneernin£ the identify 
of the treasurer of the lueria* first Party* 



■«• It i« noted t hat la tha gooos ber ? t XSUu investigative , - 
report by Special Agent] ft DrtroU Tile Wo. 6>^LX26« J^ 



that >rttard Donan f fifed tft T e secretary, testified before the D*e» 
Corffdttee on October 19 and left Smith's e*j>ley on 3o*ojtA>er 3 # 
19&. It If suggested that Kr» Dona© be interviewed for soon 
Information aa h* **j have relevant to t>de Inveaticaticii* 

•7, It i« noted thftt la yoar nmorm&m of January y f lpij f 
entitled, *<J*nld !• K. iriih, Tho JLnerlea Mrrt Party f Internal 
Seenri^r, SejUVon'f yoa ro^neeted tJwt the inf creation therein 
eet forth oonocfnlnr the reports filed by fled th with tV Etsttee 
end Sr-nete Investigating Coeedttecs be considered M s»st ©oafldentUl* 
Aeoordinely, yoa asay not desire to h^ne Hr. Staith Interviewed in the 
oour»e of the lnvestlfatloti req^e «rted by ay nrtJsoraaduSi of Jane *ry 6« 
The lnfomatlon necessary to dcter»dn* wfrrther the failure to file 
the revert en January 1 wee wilful way conceivably be obtained 
without lnterrlewlnc fcr. Saitiw It is sasgested therefore that the 
rr-^orte be iw**e available to the Crte&nal SI virion without any 
fnterr.'ew of vt 9 Setfth, tc fh i. ** nay detarvdne eliether or not 
It will b« absolutely necessary u> interview M* In the cos ire© of 
thi a ' nve f e at J ,n«" 

Free an examination of the Crirdnal Bullion's latest **»!- jvJus you 
will note a request baa been »->oe for the Bureau to determine wH**th#>r t:« An rlca 
Flrrt Party filed at? o r tha staterents required by the Federal Corrupt Practices 
act of !$&, It has been saggested that the reenrds o' tim Cl*rk of the "iouse be 
checked, Kcmvrvr, before th; a le done. It la desired that yea have two well- 
qual! fled *g»nta contact Concreaenan todereon, explaining to hla that we hxve beer 
furnished a oory or W s letter to the Attorney Owner*! and that an iiwuiry la bei i 
instituted kt Uw specif? e request of Aa** stoat attorney Oer?eral Tors C. dask, 
in ch*rre of the Crlalnal OLidflion o' the PeT«rtaent v Concresa^an A.- Person {or 
th* General Cow\e»l for the Anderwsn Cccedttee in the event yoa are r*f*me to 
bin by 'nderenn) should be xve^aefted to AirnlBh oeries of ©orr* aron Asnce between 
Ander8<« and ^Bjlth, eor' ae ef felth'e teatiaony before the Anderson Ccaanittee, *r>d 
©07! ?e of any other material pertl f*t to thi a rjitter that isny be poFenaaed. 
Thereafter, contaet Should b# »«Se wlt*» Itoe CXrrk ef t>» Beirae for any 
•ddltlonal Information or doowents ef pertinence in bis poeeeefllcr.. ftobert + m 
l^or^r, Teq. f Oeneral Ceoneel for the Qreen Conadttee of the ^^enate, should also 
be eegtajetec? in order to secure each Infornatlon as the records of that Corsrdttee 
^ay cental* relatSro to thla natter* * report arrroi ri ately stnmarUlnc the data 
you seocra shoald be eabadttajd aeceeajwded by m?l9B of pertinent encloeorea 
both for the Btirwas and the Detroit Office. 






Tho Detroit offloo will bo eariAuiA oritfn la th'o lavoetltfit? <a 
but for the tl*» baine* ***• ooly lavaatigallem daairoo 1 ©f ttat offiOO !• * ohaofc 
with the Saorrtarr o' Stata or othpr appropriate official to o> finitely ©atabliafc 
that smith w th* official candidate of tho taerica fire* Tart/ la that otate, 
A aladlsr check Acrold also bo cafe bj- the San iotonle Offloo la %£& State of 
Tcxaa te aaeerUlj* wt»t or tha naaca of the taorloa fire* forty eaodiaetee 
o*p*aird m tha official ballot la that atete in tha rooont eleeticow 

Za view of tha etnrioaa lar*ertaaee of tola patter. It la aoooaouy 

that tb» Liwe«ticat5 on t^qaesfced of your office bo herxUod at tho earllftet 
roaalblo data yon c*n contoRloatly contact Ccnsrosaaan Attdaraon* Tna«dl?t«V 
thereafter, the Eetro't Offloo ahwald jqrocaod with ^ho intense* of Bernard 
Bonaa and t^e other lnrr»tlsat*on reocostad br tb« Crlainal Dlrlniatw Sglth 
rhotUd r.o* bo Inter*? <w*d without BisjH^aa lnetroctSono, 
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Office ISAemojmndum • united states government 

JJ JPHatWMJ T \ 
to : Ifr. E. A. Tm^t ^^- V DATE: January 13, 19t*5 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



from : D. M. Ladd 

subject: 0£RA£B L. K. SMITH lit lit I ft ti UJti/^HialritlJ J : =|"? : 



!&•• Tolsc: 

w. =:. a. 



/'federal corrupt practices act ofA!^ /^/yr^ Df ^-^a^ S 



Ladd 



ose.r 

tfr. Tracy' 
Mr. >'o,j-_ 
l£r. career 



You will recall that we are In receipt of a memorandum from Mr. «.. HmC:: 
Tom C. Clark of the Criminal Division requesting that we investigate subject jf; ^ s 0! 
Smith under the above-captioned Act. Specifically, it ie asked that we Su* 1 ^ 
determine whether his failure to file a final statement with the Clerk of *.*£«■« 
the House of Representatives (on January 1, 19l*5, as required by the Federal will -In- 
corrupt Practices Act) was '♦wilful" or otherwise. If the failure was wilful 

the penalty may be as much as two years in prison or a fine up to $10,000. Where 
not wilful, the punishment permits a fine of not more than f 1,000 or imprisonment 
for nor more than one year. 

Although this request is simple enough upon its face, the Federal Corrup 
Practices Act is very involved and upon a more careful reading of the memorandum 
(particularly with a background of a complete understanding of the Act) the 
memorandum is not entirely clear and may need some clarification for the most 
effective results. I believe you might think it well to have someone in the Burea 
talk over the contemplated investigation with the^£riminal Division and with that 
thought in mind, the following points, which hav* shearing on the investigation 
and are suggested by the memorandum, are set forth t( ^< / / .1 

1. Section 2hh, Title 8, United State a_£c&& (a part ojthe A<ttT) i s % 

inclusive of the requirement mentioned by the Criminal Division that the treasurer 
of a political committee must file a statement with the Cletfc of'tWiSise^en 
January 1, including a detailed citation of the committee? s expenditure and 
receipts and in sane instances, the names of the persons fcba-have madeVAT. 
contributions and to whom moneys have been expended. Thife, of course/tA $ht 
statement ftnith has not filed and the one the Departments ^apparently primarily" 
interested in. However, this Section also requires that statements be filed with 
the Clerk between the first and tenth days of March, June and September, and 
between the tenth and fifteenth days and on the fifth day next preceding the date 
of the general election. The Criminal Division attached for our information a 
copy of a letter addressed to the Attorney General by Congressman Clinton Anderson 
and from this letter it appears that at some time or other Smith did file a state- 
ment concerning his collections and expenditures between September 1 and November ' 
19hk* Mr. Anderson pointed out that there was some confusion as to this statement 
as he knows that Smith also filed a statement with the Secretary of the Senate 
listing expenditures and collections between January 1, 19Wi, apd September 1, 1°UJ 
To add to the confusion Smith uses in one statement the name^*lmerica First 
Political Party" and in the other the name, "America First Party.* Mr. Andersen 
points out that there is no definite showing of exactly how long Smiths organizat: 
has been a political party and he does not know whether the House and Senate 
reports or statements are to be considered in conjunction or separately. In short 
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although the Department talks primarily of an investigation with reference to 
the statement which should have been filed on January 1, 19k$ f Congressman 
Anderson mentioned, indirectly at least, these other statements which should 
have been properly filed under the Act, and it is not quite clear whether the 
Bureau is to confine its investigation to the January 1, 1&5* statement or 
is to look into Smith's compliance with reference to all of the statements 
required of him. 

2. It is further observed that under the Act it is necessary that 
the political coumittee in question have candidates entered in two or more 
states — this being a prerequisite to the necessity of filing the statement in 
question. To date, our official information shows only that Smith* s party 

had candidates entered in the State of Michigan,. We have some uncorroborated 
data suggesting that the party's candidates were also entered in Texas but 
it would be pertinent for us to know whether the Department now wants us to 
establish, by evidentiary data, that candidates were actually entered in two or 
more states. Such Investigation would, of course, require formal inquiry with the 
Secretary of State for Texas and perhaps with other Secretaries of State, 

3, Prom the Department's memorandum it is apparent that they want 
us to determine Smith's Intent (that is, whether or not it was wilful) in 
connection with his having failed to file the January 1 statement. Obviously, 
this could be proved in one or the other, or perhaps a combination, of three 
ways. We could show intent by documentary evidence. In other words, there might 
be something among Smith's books and records which would have a bearing on the 
question. Again, we might show it through testimonial evidence. Smith may 

have remarked to some of his confidants as to the reason he has seen fit not 
to file the statement. Finally, and perhaps the best way, we could show his 
intent by his own statements — in other words, interview him. In view of 
Smith's well-knit organization, the prospects are that we will not be able to 
get very helpful testimonial evidence and, therefore, it looks like we are going 
to have to rely on documentary evidence as well as Smith's own statements. You 
are, of course, well aware of his background and his volatile disposition and I, 
therefore, think it well to discuss with the Department the desirability of 
interviewing him, examining his records, etc., and if he is recalcitrant, their 
desires as to the possibility of subpoenaing his records, 

U. As indicated previously, thi^Federal Corrupt Practices Act is 
quite involved and is inclusive of many detallecT requirements having reference 
to the activities of a candidate for public office. I think that before going 
into the investigation, we ought to have some understanding with the Department 
as to whether they want us to look into the one thing that they have set forth in 
their memorandum (that is, intent concerning failure to file the January 1 
statement) or whether they desire that in our investigation we be on the outlook 
for one or the other of the numerous other violations which Sfoiith may have 
fallen into in connection with the conduct of his campaign and in connection with 
the filing of his previous statements with the House and the Senate. These 
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violations are not easily recognized and it would, therefore, be well to have a 
specific list of things that ire should be on the outlook for in the event the 
Department wants to make this a general investigation and not confine it to the 
one purpose they have indicated. It is, of oourse, apparent that the Department i 
well capable of making its own requests and that we might rely on the memorandum 
as it is written but it is pointed out that we have previously had difficulty in 
the investigation of this case centering around requests from the Department 
which initially have not been fully explanatory and sufficiently detailed. In 
some instances they have asked us to look for certain things and after we have 
completed rather lengthy investigation they have turned around and mentioned other 
ramifications which have necessitated our doing the work over again. The 
investigation of aa election inquiry is, of course, not at all suitable to re- 
hashing and, therefore, I think that we ought to have a definite understanding 
of all phases of the matter before the inquiry is commenced. 

5. It is obvious that no matter what the scope of this investigation may 
be, we should first of all secure the pertinent information on the matter which 
is in the files of Congressman Anderson. We know that he has a copy of Smith's 
testimony before the committee, copies of the preliminary statements filed by 
Smith, and as well it would appear that as he has tried to get Smith to file the 
final statement, there must have been considerable correspondence between him and 
Smith, All of this would have considerable bearing on the question of intent, 
particularly any correspondence between the Congressman and subject. 

Although the Departments memorandum does not state that the Congressman 
has furnished them anything other than the letter they attached for our informatior 
it would appear from reading their memorandum that they probably already have a 
good bit of the information (if not all) that Congressman Anderson has. For 
example, they speak of correspondence with the Clerk of the House and, additionally 
they comment on the nature of Smith's testimony before the committee. It might 
be a source of embarrassment should we have our Agents go to the Congressman and 
ask him for all information in the event he has already furnished this data to the 
Department of Justice which, of course, he would associate with the FBI. It would 
appear definitely preferable to determine from the Department exactly what they 
have, to secure such information (as it will be absolutely necessary to an intellig 
investigation) and then go to the Congressman for whatever data he may not have 
already furnished to the Department. Any other procedure might give Mr. Anderson 
the impression of rather obvious duplication of effort. 

HECaflJENPATION t 

If you approve, I shall designate an appropriate representative of the 
Bureau to contact the Criminal Division and take up the matter along the lines 
indicated. In short, Our purpose will be that of finding out whether the investi- 
gation is to be limited to the single purpose indicated to date by the Departnent 
or whether it is to be of a more general nature. In the latter event, we will 
ask the Criminal Division to tell ua specifically what they want. We will also 
learn what they have secured from Congressman Anderson and we will get copies of th. 
necessary data to a successful handling of the case* 

■ ^ 
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Q^.^F^'^jfjItoflfHIfi^ GOVERNMENT 
to : Mr. E. A. Tarn ||[l£jj| jC ^CLASSIFIED DATE JaraMll y l8 » W ^ 



from : D. M. Ladd n VU-HATT iaf/i/f&T^ Wi.l/stftjfl**^ / £■ ?■ 



subject: GERALD X.^K^MITH ; THE ^RICA FIRST PARTY, 

.-^FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT OF 1925 




Mr. ;i< 

»-. :Us 

Mr. Me 

Mr. Trs 

Mr. »:o !• 

Kr. Caj 



In accordance with the suggestion In my memorandum to you on 
January 13, 1°45, with which you agreed, the inve sti gat ion of this case *■ jj» 

was discussed on January 17 1 19ii$, ^ Supervisor ^«J'^BrSm with Sylvester £" """ 
P«J3eyers in the Civil. lights 5actiQn_oJCjy^^rirain^Wvision of . the 

Department who is handling. ..the. case. 



Mr. -Jisb 
Jor 
Mr. Jul 
Tele. F 
Mr. Nea 
Miss B€ 
MISS Zi 



It was pointed out to Mr. Meyers that while the Criminal Division's 
memorandum of January 6, l°lif>. which requested an investigation of Smith and the 
America First Party under the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925 , only 
requested inquiry relative to Smith's failure to comply with that section of the 
Act requiring the filing of a report on January 1, 191*5, we desi red to taowjrhet' 
they also wished the Bureau to check., on jury other possible violations "Smith or t 
America JFirst. Party may have committed. In response to this question, Mr. Meyer 
stated that the Criminal Division also desired that the Bureau look into any oth< 
violations that had been committed. After being requested to do so, Mr. Meyers 
stated he wqulc^ prepare a memorandum.^ for. the Bureau specifically setting forth ti 
other violations he desired the Bureau to be on the lookout, for and the ones he 
desired the Bureau to investigate* In connection with the America First Party's 
possible violation of other sections of the Act, it is to be recalled that the A 
requires the filing of several reports by Political Committees and available 
information only indicates two of these reports have actually been filed. Mr. 
Meyers stated in addition that he would sug gest in his memo randum that we contac 
Robert T. Murphy^ couns el J&r the_ Senate. Jnve sti&ating CosmnitteV before which Snr 
appeared and testified, inasmuch as .he was of the opinion that.. Murphy would be 
possession of considerable evidence which might be of. value ..to, the Bureau's 
investigation. - • 

Mr. M eyers ' attention was jfcre.cted to. the portion of the Act which 
states that candidates must be entered in two or more states before a Political 
Committee ..is. required, to. Xile .the .statements called,, for. by .the Act and he was 
advised that we do not officially know fchatjihe -America. first Party entered 
candidates in. any state _ other.. jbhan Michigan. ¥rj_Meyers said he believed it wou 
advisable to check with the Secretary of State for othe r appropriate officials in 
Texas and perhaps a few other states where the America First Party was alleged t 
have had -candidates entered In order ttatf wVma^be absolutely sure that the^ sec 
of the Act which requires candidates to be^enterei ij^^Jiro _pr.more states will be 
satisfied. ' '" c <££/> .~ 

Concerning the C ri minal Division's request JJorethe Burea u %e de tWi|fu.n e 
whe ther_th e_ failure tQ. .file. the. .r eauired stateme^^oj^anuArv- . 1*. .ISlSi^ lias. Alf u 
it was pointed out to Mr. Meyers that this co^SC^pc%sibly be accompli ^he^.Ui-§4fi 
or more of three ways, namely, through interview of Staith's assiciatesj bylsubpo 
his records, or by personally interviewing him. Mr. Meyers s eate d in this regar 
that he be lieved^ Smi th_shqul^ b* _interviewe4 £»£. that_this. jLnwrview .should b e j 
conducted as one . of . £he. last, j.tep s Jji tije. JLnve st igafcton . He Jai d he be li e ved t h 
best approach would be to contact Smith's associates and he mentioned particular 
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Bernard Daman, Smith's former secretary who was stated by Mr. Meyers to have 
indicated when he testified before the Anderson Committee on October 3 f 19hk t 
that he would in all probability be willing to furnish information that would 
be of assistance to this investigation. 

Inquiry was made of Mr. Meyers as to whether he had received from 
Congressman Anderson copies of any of the latter's correspondence or any other 



I documentary evidence which Anderson may have secured from Smith, In this 



connection, Mr. Meyers advised that the only thing he had secured from Congressman 
Anderson was his letter of January 3, 19h$ 9 in which he requested the Department 
of Justice to investigate the America First Party f s failure to file a statement 
on January 1, 19k5* In this connection it was Mr. Meyers' suggestion that contact 
be made with the Clerk of the House of Representatives as well as with the attorney 
for the House Investigating Committee before which Smith appeared for any 
information or documentary material they nay have on this matter. 

By way of summary it is stated that a memorandum will be forthcoming 
from the Criminal Division within a few days outlining the investigation desired 
as set forth briefly above. 

EECCT^&NDATION s 

It is recommended that active investigation be held in abeyance pending 
receipt of the Criminal Division's memorandum which will further clarify exactly 
what investigation is desired. 
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MCM 



URGENT 
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FBIDETROIT 

1/tflRECTOR 
DARK 

^ERALD U J(,_SMITh£ ET AL, IS-G. 
STATES SUBJECT HAS INDICATED TODAY THAT HE WILL LEAVE FOR 
WASHINGTON, D.C. THIS AFTERNOON AND EXPECTS TO ARRIVE SOMETIME 
JANUARY TWENTY-FOURTH, METHOD, OF TRAVEL NOT KNQWN, SUBJECT 
EXPECTED TO CONTACT BALP^AERMAN IN WASHINGTON AND OTHER 
UNKNOWN INDIVIDUALS. PURPOSE OF TRIP. AND LENGTH OF STAY IN/ ' 
WASHINGTON NOT KNOWN TO INFORMANT. 
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ce Memorandum 
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Director, FBI 
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FROM 



SUBJECT: 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN' 

DATE: January 31, 1945 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN $ UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE — .^y^BY-^^^*- 

Reference is made to Bureau files numbered 61-7055 and 62-43818. 

There has recently come to the attention of this office literature 
purportedly put out bv, subject, GERALD L» \% SMITH, under date of January 
1945, and captione^**A Call To The Brave — This Is Our Opportune Moment". 

The same is being furnished to the Detroit Field Division, office 
of origin in instant case, for inclusion in its files in the event that office 
is not already In receipt of the described literature. % , . - ,, ry: f / ii- 

oc - Detroit, Enc. (l) 



SAC, Buffalo 

GERALD L. K/liMITH, was; 

THEMjGIRICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 
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Office &*»,,». jndtfflfa 



ATES GOVERNMENT 
date: January 22, 1945 




subject: GHIALD L. K/SMITRFAMERICA TIRST PARTT 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 
IfiLifrftl 62-43818) 

During the period fro* January 8 f 1945, to January 18, 1945, inclusive, 
th e following inf or nation concer ning the activities of Subject SMITH wa» received 

frofflB M whoee identity it known to the Bureau* ~ 

*mwwjwsjwswBWsssssmwBwmwawswswssw r Iq 7X/ 

SMITH, in outlining hie program of future activities, has stated that 
he is now forming a National Emergency Committee, and that within the near future 
he would have regional conferences in Detroit, St, Louis, and several other large 
cities of the country to complete the formation of such a committee. He indicated 
that this committee will be something unique and that an unnamed individual was 
coming to Detroit from Washington within a few days to confer with SMITH on this 
matter. Subsequent ly on January 14, 1945, this unnamed individual, whose identity 
SMITH would not disclose to informant, visited SMITH in Detroit, supposedly for 
the purpose of discussing this project. t ■ >■ 

SMITH also indicated that Ex-United States Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS 
was organizing a new\(iationalist Party and that he was working with REYNOLDS on 
this setter. He indicated that the nationalists had a great many more subterraneaj 
friends in Washington at the present time than they had sixty days ago. The cost 
of setting up the four or five conferences above-mentioned will be about % 5, 000. 00 
according to informant. ^ -• i p i • "n ^ \\ • • 

SMITH claims that certain Jewish organisations lifChicago are promoting 
a "reign of terror" in an effort to prevent him from holding any further meetings 
in Chicago. A newspaper in that city, "The*Vewish Sentinel," has condemned SMITH 
in a recent editorial. According to SMITH this editorial stated, "We intend to 
make it impossible for SMITH and his ilk to meet in Chicago .... We will press 
for national legislation making anti-Semitism of this kind a crime against the 
state, punishable by imprisonment. n The editorial is also said to have re- 
quested that Jewish organisations everywhere write or wire Attorney General 
Bid die, requesting that SMITH be imprisoned for the duration of the war. r ;-.*■"■ > 

SMITH claims that GEORGE" SOKOLSKY, the newspaper columnist, told him 
that there had been a split between the Jewish organisations in Chicago and those 
in New Tork, and that the Chicago group was now organised to do violence and had 
brought in some "killers" who would carry out their program. SMITH states that 
a Jewish Action Committee has been organised with headquarters at 33 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. i- --.'■-'- ■ .:.^t /■'. — ' ' '< "/r'^ / 

In a recent contact with IftZABETH DOLING, SMITH statsd he would 
not be intimidated by any Jewish attempts to prevent him from meeting in Chicago, 
and' that he thought he would come over there about the middle of February. 
DILLING stated that "this is the time to take their hats right ott thenu" 
SMITH has had printed several thousand coDiea of the editorial in "The Jewish I 

rnMBS DBSTBOTOT ^ 



> \- 



t 



copies 

205 OCT 



xo 



.304 



V 



x- 



Letter to Director, FBI Re J GERALD L. K. SMITH; AMHELCA 

January 22 , 1945 FIRST PAKTI 

INTERNAL SBCURITI; SEDITION 



Sentinel, rt above referred to, and ia distributing them to his followers with 
appropriate comment. He has sent several hundred copies to Mrs, DII.TJHG, and 
she will send one out with every letter that leaves her office. 

v Both DILLIHG and SMITH appear to be worried about the activities of 

HOMERSuERTZ of Chicago, and SMITH thinks that MAERTZ»S activities should be 
checked since he is workin*j£or the enemy, either wilfu^y or through stupidity. 
In a recent issue of GEQRGlxfi^LDES 1 weekly periodical, J$ii Fact," there was a 
special feature article on MASJTZ, and he is said to have given a story to the 
"St. Louis Star Times," claiming that he was the liaison aan for all the 
nationalists in the country. In this story MAERTZ claims that he was in con- 
tact with SMITH, DILUNG, and all other important nationalists and personalities 
in the movement, and arranged contacts with persons of nationalist sympathies 
who did not want their names to be known. MAERTZ claimed that he was booking 
speeches for SMITH and other nationalist leaders. SMITH told DILUNG that this 
was a complete falsehood; that she should advise her followers to this effect; 
and that MAERTZ* S lack of connections with SMITH and other nationalist leaders 
should be spread widely among nationalists. 

DILLING told SMITH she has not seen JQE?W*ILLIAMS recently but that 
she heard he was drunk most of the time and has not been doing anything, DENNIS, 
one of the sedition trial defendants who was paid $250.00 by ARTHUR r-* By I n ^ 
HAYES for a recent article in the ^American Mercury, 8 making fun of the sedition 
1, is said by SMITH to be slipping away from the nationalist fold. 

SMITH has been attempting to defend GECRGfeKy06E, a prominent member 
of the America First Party who is in charge of the veterans 1 groups to be 
organized by the Party. 70SE has been under attack by various radio commentators 
and newspaper columnists recently due to his having been court-martialed while 
in the United States Army last year and required to serve six months at hard 
labor. SMITH explains VQSE'S predicament by claiming that a Jewish officer 
"railroaded" VDSE to the guard-house because VOSE was a member of the America 
First Party. As a result of his Army duty, in the course of which SMITH claims 
he got ulcers on his leg from digging ditches, this combined with his court- 
martial has made VOSE very bitter against the Army* and according to SMITH, 
a good man to organise the veterans* 

SMITH condemns all persons who have attacked him and his followers 
by stating that his attackers built fabrication upon fabrication. As a sample 
of this he has pointed out that although the FBI and the Prosecuting Attorney 
both clear him of any connection with the Detroit race riots of June, 1943 $ 
still these people try to place the blame for the riots on him and his followers. 
SMITH states that this is typical of the whole program of intelligence and 
propaganda in the United States, which is based upon the complete fabrication, 
and it is this sort of system which was responsible for the fact that the 
United States Army did not know Von Rundstedt had three hundred thousand men 
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hidden and waiting to start the recent attack on the Western Front. 



SigTjOias been in close contact recently with J ■ and 

obtained from^dp certain figures relative to ttieemt&oymen^situaW.on in 
the Detroit area. These figures were obtained byB mt rom the headquarters 
of the UAW-CIO, SMITH intends to use them in a campaign against any "Work or 
Fight" Bill or labor draft legislation. 

The recount of America Firet Party rotes in Oakland County. Michigan, 
(the county seat of which is Pontiac, Michigan, home of Doctor ISLAND^^LARION, 
SMITH'S candidate for Governor) has shown that there was a short count in 
two-thirds of the precincts checked of from ten to ninety per cent, SMITH 
believes this is sensational and Doctor MARION has told him it is creating 
an uproar in Pontiac. SMITH has given the facts to Representative CUtfffi__ 
X^OFFMAK and has printed a circular, setting out his version of the facts on 
this recount and sent a copy of the circular to every member of Congress. 
However, SMITH has also indicated that he is not too anxious at present to 
emphasize local political issues in this regard since he wants to keep the 
nationalist cause on an idealistic plane and national in scope. He feels 
that the nationalist cause is not ready for popular expansion at present and 
that all he can do now is to "stake out the claims and keep the banners waving." 

In addition to sending all members of Congress a copy of the state- 
ment on the recount, SMITH is also circularizing them with various other pieces 
of literature, including a circular on the threatened communizing of Europe, 
and marked copies of his monthly magazine, "Theflfcross and Flag." He is actively 
engaged in distributing a great deal of literature at present, including the 
above items, the Tyler Kent Story and "The*^Octopus, " a book written by ELIZABETH 
DTL L TNG under a pseudonym. The latter booic is evidently being well-received 
since he has re-ordered additional copies from DILLING on several occasions. 



v 
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He is also preparing for distribution a copy of the Atlantic Charter 
^ which had been published by the Office of War Information and had on it the 

signatures of President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill. He intends to 
lv emphasize in distributing this pamphlet the fact that Roosevelt has subsequently 
is., admitted that the Atlantic Charter was never signed. Informant believes that 
. SMITH has not yet started to distribute this item* He is also preparing a new 
letterhead which will include the names of numerous individuals who are among 
his followers. The greater portion of SMITH'S printing is being done by the 
Embassy Press at 2036 West Forest Street, Detroit, Michigan. 

fl HP> i» «>w working in SMITH'S h* 7 * 

office and recentl^Stende^a meeting' of 'the^Civil Rights Federation in Detroit 
as an undercover agent for SMITH. She was aolS" to get information which he 
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.city 



considered Tali 

JBHBBB^B^^n«nae^ecenxi^eeii|nHrTH a speecti wi 

delivered or will be delivered by bin and' which apparently deals with conditions 
at the camp. SMITH considers it of sufficient importance to print in an early- 
issue of his magaaine. 



SMITH has 
January 13, 1945, the 



on January 17, 1945, $55. 
to informant, receives the! 
also the New lork newspaper 
paper's attack upon Senator 
closely. 



ontinued to receivesdonationa from his followers. On 
al received was $JK9.00; on January 16, 1945, $77.00; 



and on January 16- 1945, $69.00. SMITH, according 
Chicago Sun" and Tghieago Tribune n daily and 
[W and he is particularly interested in the latter 
HffiELER and has stated he will follow this very 



He has been in contact with numerous persons by mail during the 
past few weeks, including Representative CLARE HOFFMAN, HARRl^ROiER, Mr.fi* 
HENRl^tem, UPTOtfK^LOSE, WALLAC£*SAMBER, CARJ^MOTE, and RALPH ^USRMAN. 
BAEKMAN came to Detroit on January 18, 1945, to discuss some matters with 
SMITH, although informant was not able to learn what they discussed. BAERMAN 
left Detroit on_tne evening of January 18, 1945 . for Chicago. Illinoi! 




SMITH states he 

although not identifying 

by "sicking the big ones on eac 




s recently heard from 

i, and has indicated he will f igl 




enemies 



other." 
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Tou who mays suf fared the loss st a 



My Diar Fri< 

SOB, 

or a husband so dear to 70a f ind 'millions extending their deepest 
of sympathy. w« are with you night and day. and la tommon with tat 
great bass of truo CHHISTIABB we pray and labor for PKaCS la a world 
filled with fear for the future. 

Today, I say again wo aro all filled with FKAl, la feet wo aro flllod 
with near torror. Curst tho Germans aa wo aro apt to wo mast WOT forget- 
wo have invaded their land and If wo haro suffered the loaa of a aon 
or husband wo of ton wonder f would all this hats and f oar boon avoided 
had our doar onoa not boon FQR01D TO FIOHT , if thert had not been eueh 
a. tariff lo barrage of all on propaganda which flllod ear proas, radio 
MoTlea and our legislative nails* In foot wo know wt haro boon again 
betrayed. We hare been guided not by our past experiences but have 
bsen forood to aooopt accomplished feats, accomplished at tho expense 
of our nan. Britain has bsen the foremost offender la this drive to 
hurl us into the war. That Is stark, but bitter truth. Thsy wanted 
aid to maintain the status %oo of her oolonlal possessions (of whloh 
we seen to be one) and the millions and the billions gained by tho 
sale of gold to our treasury st $35 par ounoe will some day be shown 
to be the oross of gold upon whloh our man bars bsen H01C. Upon this 
British Cross I say, we have been eruolfied. The Fitting gold of tne 
TSX3 from Berlin, Tokl o, Budapest and all of Europe baa also bsen one 
eleaent that must BT7XR bo forgotten. With this gold and our stook 
market the ?ewi bought eontrol of all agenolea of propaganda to enable 
them to oontrol the far greater mass of Gentiles and to hurl them 
against the Oeraans In order to erush them beneath a hall of stons 
and steel. 

Today we know the truth. We know that this nation has been SOLD over 
to the Jews, the Red Communisms and we know that most J eve are Oonmunlstz 
Is this what AMERICA !• plaoed here upon this earth for? Are we the 
human sacrifice simply beoawmse' of our vast resource*, our gold 9 our 
highly intelligent men. DID TDU KWOW THAT U WB HAD WO RSSOTOCBS AS 
Argentina, Spain and Portugal then they would ware little far us. It 
is our man and money power which made our nation the stamping ground 
of those who wanted an international policeman, a polloeaan who would 
make safe ths world for tho interna tioanil m, the Britisher and 
what hsTe you J All thsy want, I may, la our resources. Had we bsen as 
poor a a China then they mould have none of urn* 

Today we see the war reaching ths sruolal stage. Ws tee the feeds with 
their bloody reoords showing their hands In Qrseoo, in France, in China 
and In Italy. These Jews who oontrol Buss la are aiming at ths downfall 
of AIL Christendom, (read Mrs Billings *Bmd Hstwork" l "Ths Oetopus" 
Roosevslts Red Reoord* send fl.00 fox a sopy address Patriotic Research 
Bureau, South Dnmrbora(Dsarmorn) St. Chisago XU aid loam ths truth) 

without reading this book you may road ths press ani ths war nsws and 
see the salient features stand out. Do you doubt it? Why do they hats 
Argentina, Spain. Portugal. Ireland? Baoauao the Redl sannot oontrol 
these nations. My friend, you hare suffered a grest loss. But you 

must now take a stand with Ammrlsa and become a smamflon far all things 
dentils, Christian and &#t Anti -Communist is. Become a *wrker for the 
sake of your dear ones. Ws arm FIW. Merer has so much depended upon so 
few. The Challenge is yours, to do or not to do. write for the issue 
"The oross and ths nag(Amsrloa First. 0#rmld *•• Salts, PO Box in Detroit 
91. Mloh. Be a laborer in ths Field* X thank you. 
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Dear 



enclosure. 



ALL INFOMTIQN CONTAINED 
HEREIN i$ L^SLASSIFIEO i . 
DATE _y^v BY.t^fy^ 



This will acknowledge your letter of February 1, 1945, with 



Let me assure yo: that I have carefully reviewed the data 
set forth in your communication and its enclosure an:i your kindness in 
calling these matters to my attention is moat appreciated. 

.. i Should you obtain any additional information which you feel 

is cif interest tc this Bureau, please feel free to communicate *lth the 
S^ech^'i --.^ent in Cnsr-e of our Newark Field II vision which is located at 
1S36 Raym.onh-Conrr.erce, Newark 2, New Jersey. 

Sincerely yours, 



«* 



John Fdgar Hoover 
Director 




i 



EFP r*.VKJ 



Aesietant Attorney General Toe C» Clnfc 



February 2, 19^5 



John Edgar Hoow - Director, Federal Boreas of Inrostt gation 

OERALD L» K. 3!ITH| THE AJf .KXA FIRST PAKTTt 
IW.JWAL SECURIIIj SKEinC*. 

For your farther information In tits captioned Better, there nre 
2?!}° 8 £L h<?rWrlth P boto «* ll * 1 <5 oople. ef a filer entitledJpOeraid L^r^SBltU 

e *, «. This filer eppeare to hare been issued tgr J. I-VWehbeln of "The 
Sentinel "an Ahg lo-^fairl ah weekly paper • ^ 
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against the Jews, the war efiort and the United 
Nations. This act of forcing entrance was clear- 
ly a violation of civil authority. Yet nothing 
was done. 

Soon afterwards this was followed by the 
convention of his so-called "America First" 
party, resembling the Nuremberg Congresses 
in every way. During these discussions, a 
proposal was made to "emasculate all Amer- 
ican Jews." 

The excuse given by the police for failing to 
act upon our demand has been that even 
American fascists have the right to freedom of 
speech, press, and assembly. The argument 
advanced is that denying Smith these privi- 
leges would set a dangerous precedent. 

This ridiculous excuse can no longer be 
valid! Smith has shown his hand! We now have 
in our possession a confidential letter mailed 
by Smith to a handful of his followers in the 
Chicago area. This letter is nothing more or 
less than an open incitement to force and 
violence. 

Having studied "Mein Kampf" well, he 
begins in perfect Hitler style by blaming the 
other fellow for his own crimes. Hitler's excuse 
for invading Czechoslovakia was that the 
Sudeten Germans — not the Czechs — were 
being persecuted. Similarly Smith begins by 
declaring: "... You perhaps know that a reign 
of terror has been organized by certain citizens 
of Chicago, mostly Jews. The Chicago Sentinel, 
which advertises itself as the largest American 
language Jewish periodical in America, has 
assumed the attitude that the Nationalists 
must not be permitted to hold meetings in 
Chicago. Mr. Fishbein, who runs this magazine 
has been appealing to the worst elements 
among his subscribers ..." 

Whining like a cornered rat, this "Little 
Hitler" proceeds to cry: ". . . The last time I 
spoke in Chicago, certain Jews, inspired by 
The Sentinel and other like-minded Jewish 
groups, did everything they could to break up 
my meeting. They, intimidated the manage- 
ment of the building. They gathered in large 
numbers on the street, so much so that it was 
necessary to call out a special squad of police 
to guarantee the safety of Mrs. Smith and 



resort to Nazi beer-hall tactics. "... Let me 
assure you," he writes, "that I am going to 
zpeak in Chicago soon, or be killed in the 

attempt . . . 

Mimicking "his Fuehrer," and in fear of his 
own cohorts, he cries: "... May I say that if 
you attempt to play any tricks upon me by 
pretending to help me, you will caught at it 
because everyone who is called on to do a 
special confidential duty, will be thoroughly 
investigated in advance ..." 

What help is needed? (F.B.I, please take 
notice). "... In advance of the meeting I will 
need a committee of 100 men and women who 
are not afraid o/ anythinq and who would meet 
with me in order to plan the details of the 
coming rally. Are you willing to be one of 
these individuals with the understanding that 
you are not afraid of work or excitement, and 
cannot be intimidated . . . This committee will 
be called on to do many different things* ' . . 

We submit that the issue involved here is 
not one of freedom of speech. It is an open 
call for insurrection. It is a threat to the peace 
and order of our community. It is a clumsy 
attempt to organize an American Storm Troop 
brigade. Thus Der Fuehrer Smith hopes to, 
carry out his fascist designs despite the ex- 
pressed desire of Chicago citizenry who will 
have no truck with his Nazi inspired ideology. 

The record ys> Detroit and every other area 
where Smith has been spreading his doctrines 
of hate, shows clearly that race riots and 
public disorders invariably follow. It is not 
freedom of speech that he is interested in. Like 
his Nazi henchmen everywhere, he is misusing 
the privileges and guarantees of American 
democracy to try to destroy us from within. 
The time is long past when we should permit 
this stale Hitler trick to work. Millions of 
American beys — including more than. a half 
million American Jews — are at this moment 
fighting and dying to preserve our constitu- 
tion and Bill of Rights. Smith's shoddy insinua- 



to this un American enemy of decency. 

We intend to make it impossible for Smith 
or any of his ilk to meet in a public meeting 
place anywhere in Chicago. Let them spew 
their Nazi filth in sewers, in dungeons, in un- 
derground basements — not where decent peo- 
ple gather. We intend to press for adequate 
national legislation which will make organized 
anti-Semitism of this kind a crime against the 
State, punishable by imprisonment. We intend 
to militantly battle against the talse concep- 
tion advanced by some well-meaning people 
that the Constitution was ever intended to 
protect fascist traitors and enemies- of this 
Republic. We intend to drive Gerald L. K. Smith 
and all his "hatelers" out of our city into a 
common jail where they properly belong. 

In this task we shall have the support of 
the whole American people. More and more 
they recognize that our fight is their fight. We 
call upon the great patriotic labor movement 
of Chicago to mobilize their organized work- 
ers to prevent a recurrence of the disastrous 
Detroit and Philadelphia riots. The Negro 
people, too, are directly concerned. We ask 
their support. We urge the American Legion, 
Church Federations and civic groups of every 
kind to reinforce our demands. We solicit ex- 
pressions of support from Mayor Kelly and the 
City Council, reiterating their determination to 
use all police facilities to keep our city free 
from the storm troop tactics that Smith pro- 
poses to unleash. 

We strongly urge that every individual and 
organization write or wire Attorney General 
Biddle, demanding that Gerald L. K. Smith be 
apprehended, at once, indicted for plotting 
incitements to riot, and put safely away for 
the duration. 

Every minute counts. Let us not be too late 
with too little. The urgency is most pressing. 
For the sake of our loved ones, our community 
and our country — demand action today! 

* (Italic type and emphasis ours). 
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THE SENTINEL 

AMERICA'S LARGEST ANGLO - JEWISH WEEKLY— DEVOTED TO UNITY IN JEWISH LIFE 

«__ » — — — , , — ___ . — , , — — ■ 

Gerald L. K. iSmith Plots Chicago Riots 

When Is The Justice Department Going To Act? 

By J. I. FISHBEIN 




The SENTINEL for some 
time has been warning 
against the traitorous ac- 
tivities of America's num- 
ber one pro-Nazi. It has 
demanded that he be put 
in jail where he properly 
belongs. 

We raised this demand 
last July following the Re- 
publican National conven- 
tion and the disgraceful Stevens Hotel episode. 
It will be remembered that after having been 
ostensibly barred from holding his scheduled 
meeting. Smith, in typical style, stormed into 
the Grand Ballroom, and proceeded to tirade 
against the Jews, the war effort and the United 
Nations. This act of forcing entrance was clear- 
ly a violation of civil authority. Yet nothing 
was done. 

Soon afterwards this was followed by the 
convention of his so-called "America First" 
party, resembling the Nuremberg Congresses 
in every way. During these discussions, a 
proposal was made to "emasculate all Amer- 
ican lews." 

The excuse given by the police for failing to 
act upon our demand has been that even 
American fascists have the right to freedom of 
speech, press, and assembly. The argument 
advanced is that denying Smith these privi- 
leges would set a dangerous precedent. 

This ridiculous excuse can no longer be 
valid! Smith has shown his hand! We now have 
in our possession a confidential letter mailed 
bv Smith to a handful of his followers in the 



myself when we returned to our hotel . . . 

'' . . . Spokesmen for our cause have talked 
directly with Mr. Fishbein and have been noti- 
fied that they were going to do everything in 
their power to prevent any hotel or any build- 
ing management from renting an auditorium 
cr hall to us. These foolish Jews . . . have 
resolved that I shall never be allowed to speak 
in Chicago again ..." 

Fully realizing that the patriotic hotel and 
public building managers of Chicago are 
determined to prevent his racial and religious 
poison from infecting the free air of our great 
city, Smith bluntly declares that he intends to 
resort to Nazi beer-hall tactics. "... Let me 
assure you," he writes, "that I am going to 
speak in Chicago soon, or be killed in (he 
attempt . . . 

Mimicking "his Fuehrer," and in fear of his 
own cohorts, he cries: "... May I say that if 
you attempt to play any tricks upon me by 
pretending to help me, you will caught at it 
because everyone who is called on to do a 
special confidential duty, will be thoroughly 
investigated in advance ..." 

What help is needed? (F.B.I, please take 
notice). "... In advance of the meeting I will 
need a committee of 100 men and women who 
are not afraid of anything and who would meet 
with me in order to plan the details of the 
coming rally. Are you willing to be one of 



tion that he has anything remotely in common 
with their self sacrificing patriotism is a 
flagrant betrayal of their trust. He is doing 
Hitler's work! He has as much interest in 
freedom of speech, press and assembly as 
* Hitler. 

We publicly warn the Department of Justice 
and the local authorities against a repetition 
of the kind of disorders that have occurred in 
Detroit, Philadelphia and elsewhere. The De- 
partment of Justice must be roused into action. 
We intend to continue our announced policy 
of bringing before the bar of public opinion 
any public building which gives aid or comfort 
to this un-American enemy of decency. 

We intend to make it impossible for Smith 
or any of his ilk to meet in a public meeting 
place anywhere in Chicago. Let them spew 
their Nazi filth in sewers, in dungeons, in un- 
derground basements — not where decent peo- 
ple gather. We intend to press for adequate 
national legislation which will make organised 
anti-Semitism of this kind a crime against the 
State, punishable by imprisonment. We intend 
to militantly battle against the false concep- 
tion advanced by some well-meaning people 
that the Constitution was ever intended to 
protect fascist traitors and enemies- of this 
Republic. We intend to drive Gerald L. K. Smith 
and all his "hatelers" out of our city into a 
common jail where they properly belong. 
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GSSALD L. St'ITH PUNS TC BE IT! ACAPULCO, MEXICO IN JANUARY, 19Z.5 



V 
/• 



In a short personal letter writer states: 




"i!r Smith wants oo revise his dates 
Specifically LOS FAMINGOS) from Janua 
write to you regarding this. Als 
away to Acapulco only for about 3 




He intends to be in Acapulco (more 
1C to January 27 and he asked me to 
thinks he will be able to ge' 
ST the middle of January. I'll 




repeat the na mes t Mr, Gegald L« Smith (Ex: see note) (who will go there with 
hi .-: wife ) andfl Wf (who will not take his wife this time) 

"I hear that the president of this company (Ex: Gelatin Products Co e ) is als-- 
verv anxious to eo to Acapulco. He will go as soon a3 he can get away. He 
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SAC, Detroit 



February 2 f 19 




John Edgar Hoover - Director, PWSeral Bureau of Inrestigatian 



OKRALD L, I. SKITHj Tjffi AFEKTCa. HRS? FjURRj 
a TMTEHNAL SRCERTTri SEEfmcJU Yf\P^^ -* 

/ Aiclosed for your Information are rW^titljJ copies of postal eeneorship 

subndssion slip i $k ajTS5. >, 



jLb^iLr- 



Jrcei an eauednation o f this gjbgjfiglcg sUn t op will note that 

to easiJMni eating with* ft Hotel «Loa Flaaingos*, 

Acapuleo, CHwrrero, Keadoo," on Hovenber B # 151*1, staled that subject Snlth intends 
to bo in Acapuleo, Mexico, free January OO to January 27, !#£• It is, of course, 
known to tout offioe that ftdth is in Vaahingtcn, D, C, at toe present time as you 
adrised the Ihirean hy teletype dated Jfewary 23, UliS. i>7c^ 

The above submission slip is rerely being furnished for your Information 
and so th*t you nay be apprised of the fact that there Is aero possibility of 
3*ith going to Mexico. In the event yva reoeive any infornntion in this rpgarr* the 
Bureau afcild be appropriately advised. 

Enelostjfe 
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John Edgar Boover - Director, ffcdaral Bureau of Tnwefftlcatlan 

x'&'ScSS ?mr ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
-"»■ HEREIN if UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE-v ^^ BYs'- OT ^-^ 

fcftrww It nada to oar prowl au* oamr ondonoe 
ralatlwa to the ebove-oaptlonad evfejoot* 



The Detroit om« hee adwJeed th»t Stalth 
in* cated he would leaw Detroit e* f »IO P. «., January 23, 
l?i£, Tie the renneylrania Ballroad and would arrivi in 
Washington, D. C., at 8tJO JU *. t Absuz7 2t». !&£• The 
Bureau wu further lnfor&ed that *dth expected to contact 
JEaahlneton end thst be would contact 
Of Raltioore. It m not known whether k 7 o^ 
lattw individual would be effected In 
Bnltlnore or Utahln^'ton, The purpoee of Swdth's trip 
and the length of hf • etay was not known to the Detroit 
Office. 



galahJBiflgtfO. In I S 
SnflJj^WtnSe 1 



TV nbov« data 1 s beinc furni »he<? for your 
infarction end It i» not deeired that you lnwcetlnato 
aaith'e «ct!vltlr.e while he le <n Baehlnnton. Howpvcr, 
ahc:ld you reoe* ve any Inforeition ae to hie contacte 
end activit<ee while In Waehln£ton f the Bureau eho-ld 
be promptly advieed. 
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GERALD L. K. "SMITH, IS, SEDITION, T ADVISED 

TODAY THAT SUBJECT SMITH WILL LEAVE DETROIT FOR CHICAGO AT FIVE PM, 
FEBRUARY EIGHTH, PROBABLY ON WABASH TRAIN "RED ARROW*. PURPOSE OF 
TRIP, DURATION OF STAY, AND IDENTITY OF CONTACTS IN CHICAGO UNKNOWN TO 
INFORMANT, CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION SHOULD NOTE ABOVE DATA IS FOR INFOR- 
MATION ONLY AND IT IS NOT DESIRED SUBJECT BE SURVEILLED OR OTHERWISE 
INVESTIGATED* WHILE IN WHMKK CHICAGO BUT IF ANY INFORMATION IS 
RECEIVED CONCERNING HIS CONTACTS AND ACTIVITIES WHILE THERE BUREA0 7 
AND DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 3MBBNRC SHOULD BE ADVISED, 
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OF NATIONALISTS Ffo THE PRESERVATION OF AMERICAN 



POST OFFICE BOX 697 

ADVISORY^,, 

Mrs. DavioStanley, Ohio 
-I*. L^Marion, Mic'nigan 
ChasJ*£adden, Pennsylvania 
Rubari^hindler, Ohio 
Mrs. Fld*"Sc river, Minnesota 
Harvey M •Springer, Colorada 
Charles J ^ Anders on, Jr. Illinois 
Mrs. Mary E/Ttenny, Nebraska 
Mrs. E. Mr~Smi,th, Michigan* '■*"" '""' 
OricTfl~Hapner, Indiana '' 

Miss Qnma^Yfacter, Iowa 
Harr^Homer,- ' Ohio 
Mrs. MarieMjOhle, Pennsylvania 
Joseph^ toff el, New York 
Carl H.>ttote, Indiana 
5. ^-Sanders on, Minnesota ' 
Mrs. Catherine V*TBrown,. Pennsylvania 
Kaloh^ae man , -Washington, D. C. 
Mrs. Lillians-Parks, Pennsylvania 
George^TJebhardt, Missouri 
lirs. HelenTesson, Missouri 
T. KT" Huston, Wisconsin 
Ilrs. Slizabeth"*Dillin~, Illinois 
Donald J^McDaniel, Illinois 
h. UfTjerant, Michigan 
George T ^-Foster, Illinois 
Mrs . LT"Sngel , Perm sylvania "~ "" 
Mrs. Sue^Hraun, Ohio 
Leo K^Stammen, Ohio 
LeonarcPVassar, wlinnesota 
William C.^fdchardson, Michigan 
Miss Opal H/'-Tanner, Indiana 
Mrs. DoraTSapp, Illinois 

0e £*Ait* ^.rl§miiil# Michigan 
Geo rf^Walters, Indiana 
MLss Lora*"All en , Illinois 
George*¥ose, Michigan 
Mrs. NellrPike, Iowa 
Wallace JJTOamber, Michigan 
Charles J/VWilliamsJ Iowa 
Almond G#"Blanchard, Michigan 
Kenneti^-Ooff, Colorada 
Wallace^iddle, Maryland 
Feli*T"Tschirhart, Michigan 



Mrs. Lilliaa'jTiss, Minnesota 



Mrs. Rufu??Holan, Oregon 



DETROIT, 31, MICHIGAN 
Dear Fellow Aaericaj 

You have been recorded as a supporter oi the 
National Emergency Committee. This is based 
on your response to my January letter which 
carries in it an outline of challenging 
undertakings. 

I have just finished conferring with an 
important individual in Washington, D. C. who 
is cooperating with me in outlining our 
program for educating members of Congress and 
the United States Senate concerning the real 
issues of the hour. 

Your financial support makes this venture 
possible. Xt is a heavy and expensive under- 
taking, but with God's help, and your help, 
we can save America from the conspiring enemie* 
of our traditional way of life. 

We should all be thankful for the courageous 
stand taken by United States Senator Burton K. 
Wheeler. 

You will be hearing from me continually con- 
cerning the progress of our crusade. I welco;; 
personal letters. 

The enemy is well financed and is carrying on 
a ruthless campaign in Washington. These 
Internationalists are determined that we shall 
be taken into a Super State, with authority to 
keep our loved ones on the battlefields 
indefinitely after this war. God save us from 
those who plot against the independent destiny 
of America. 



Mrs. Chris tine^Sorenson, Louis! 

Miss FtutT^YiOhbeck, Missouri ; ,. 

L. ZJTSraith, Wisconsin \\ UrnriLl IC 4$MP\ ACOICICfl 

Mrs. M. E^ffoltzclaw, North CaroliHUluN & Ifllb^OOlrltU 




IMPORTANT NOTICE ; Conferences, Institutes and 
Regional meetings are being planned. At the 
proper time you will receive invitations and 
credential forms necessary for attending these 
historic and important gatherings. Be on the 
lookout for this vital information. 

LL INFORM AT10K ^ONTAMED 



-6sri 



> 



** 



•& 



in 



74f t& tt 19*S ^mi^^uJSi^^^ 



r 



Sincerely yours for America First 
Gerald I. K. Snath 
I. L. Ki S.j L 



Demanding a Clear Definition of War Aims* Demanding a Clear Definition of 
Peave Aims * No ^uper State * No International Police Force * Curb 
Power Politics * Strictly American * Kon-Partisan*- 



Llailed Jan. 19th, 1915 
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Dear Friend i 

You and your friends are hereby cordially invited to 

attend a Homecoming Party for Gar landed deraan, Parkefl^Sage 

and William R^Lyman, Jr., to be held Saturday evening, 

January 27, 1945 - 8 P,U, 

PLACE s 9950 LUCK AVE. 

(Cor. C a dillac & Mack Ave • ) 
Detroit, Mich. 

The Committee promises you and "the boys" an evening you 
will long remember. Music, cards, bunco, and refreshments 
are in store for everyone. Prizes of all types have been 
donated by Detroit merchants for the occasion. 

So that the Committee can mak« arrangements to accommodate 
you # please contact the v/riter at once and make your table 
reservations. 



Mr* or Mrs. 
Phone i 
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Office MjS'i duM • UNITED , GOVERNMENT 



TO 



Director, FBI DATE: J^^ary 10, 1945 



g^&t&FROM SAC, Detroit 

' subject*. GERALD L. k/ SMITH 



THtf AMERICA FIRST PARTT 
FEDERAL CORRUPT FflACTICES ACT 

With respect to your letter of January 30, 1945, requesting 
that a check be made with the Secretary of State or other appropriate 
official in the state of Michigan to definitely establish that SMITH 
was the official candidate of the AMERICA FIRST PARTT in this state, 
please be advieed that there is on file with the Secretary of State 
at Lansing, Michigan, the certification of candidates filed by the 
AMERICA FIRST PARTT, dated August 2, 1944, and filed with the Secretary 
of State August 3, 1944. fliis certification of candidates includes 
GERALD L. K. 34ITH as nominee for president. 

It certifies that each candidate has been notified and is 
agreeable to such nomination. The certification is allegedly signed 
by KENNETH C^WEBER, Chairman, and RENATflfLEGANT, Secretary. The 
certification was notarized by JAMES F. KEATING, Notary Public, Wayne 
County, on the above date. 

Jj g Compiling Division, Secretary of 

State's OffSe^SviBe a that G. T. HARTMAN, Deputy Secretary of State, © '■ 
Lansing, Michigan, is the proper person to subpoena in this respect. 

No further investigation of SMITH *S alleged violation of 
the FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT is being made in the Detroit Field 
Division pending receipt of further advice from you. 

f| >? 
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Director 

KEPT. GERALD L. I *SMTM f WS.,W FIRST PARTY, FEDERAL CORRUP 
PRACTICES ACT, RE UR LETTER JANUARY THIRTY NINETEEN. FORTY FIVE RE- 
QUESTING DETROIT FIELD DIVISION INTERVIEW BERNARD OMAN. DOMAN NOW 
BELIEVED TO BE RESIDING ON RANCH NEAR SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS AND MAIL 
ADDRESS BELIEVED TO BE GENERAL DELIVERY, EDCOUCH, TEXAS, 

GUERIN 
ACK AND HOLD PLS ' ^^V, ^v A** r * - " A^ ^ 

7-80 PM OK FBI WA NM a.#- v^^G^.^ ^ /^'- 
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!*C # Detroit \'r;_T.J Ftfcnwr/ 1?, 1^1^ 

too Mgar Boovar - Mr*cW # fWMrtX femes af Inmetlgatlon 

GOULD L, I. SanSf TEC AKMQOA FUST ^ABTtf 

maw. co-opt nucncfs ajq? or 192$. 
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. Referenoa It *ada to yowr teletype dated ftomanr 8. 1$kS$ in 

f to Bureau lottor dated J*HB*r/ J*» Ua$, end acMead that Bernard Penan 
1 reeidinc on a x«aeh n#ar Sen Antonio* Tans, end that hit tail ejddreea i 



to 

residing 

•General Del* Tory, Edeotteh, Ttxaa*" 



Which yon refsrrr 

eaa belicvad to h 

VU btl!*»ed to be 



Inaarajoh at tha BaraenJt letter of Urwur J©i !#*£* advised that Borah should 
not be lnt«nrt«wod mttil after ths invest!* stion requested of the Washington Wold Of fie 
hat be*n conducted, no further action ■bonis' ha taken at tha present tit* towards locatl 
Co&an, *hen a report it aatad ttad by tha aaeHiagten field Office, which should now 
dart gnat* a cojy f or tha San Antonio Gfttc*, cfTortt should ha aado by the San Antonio 
Ft aid Division to lecata and intcrriew Donstw 

ac - Washington 
San Antonio 
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S-JTH'S AaeriCw. first r\:.rty received less thai 
one per cent oi the tot -J. vote c^.st iri jiichi.y.cn 
in the recent election, <_jid consequently." hes 

lost its pl<_ce on the st^.te bellot, he-count 
oi votes in Oi xl.no. Count;/, tuchi^Ji, however, 
is report co. to shov so».ie irregularities iiio 
th:.t so.,ie oi the i-jiv-ricc i ; iret r«-.rt^ vot-s ".ere 
not count eel. e^-IIVi _i_.s held no public ^etin^s 
since I-ece.ioer 2o, I'jUi,, .-*.t :,uc UiiiL .iJi^ oi 
Inc.i.-:n.:.polis v^.s principal speaker et e ace ting 
hvilu c.t tlie Book Cucill^c hot el, Detroit, i^uilih 
pl.ns to holt 1 ; ^ meeting ij th« ncr future in 
C.iicc.-^o i.itsji-u he c'u.i.is thL.t •: J cvish-in spired 
"roij.n oi terror '• i~ now unserve;..- in \n ciiort 
to prevent r-iu .:ro:n spe--*cin=. in th-t city. He 

is >-c Lively on.. -od ^t present in clstributin^ 

literature e.nri is s,lc. to be eollr/cor-vyji^ vith 
ior ier Unitec States £wic. v or iiJI;i^\ ; Jtrt-*ii\iJLL^ 
5xi trie ioriii'-tion oi e ni'.: nationalist jjejrt;- , 
iie :u.s st^ .tec th--.t n. tiondibij ir nov in l 
position to ^ceociplis.i its ^reetest victory. 
^-iITH'o pl.ns ior iutare e.ctivities include l 
conior^nce oi' leading n.-tion; lists to periece 
the iorra^tion oi :n kner.^ency Co;a. : -iitte-e; per 5. one 
cJxxs .upon ~nc circul--ri?;in,- oi Con gressmen: the 




Copies oi tnis report: 
5 *- Eure-eu (Erie.) , 
1 - Chicago (ini.) J/J ' 
7: - Los wv^les ir)*r 



2 - fo-shington t t V]^l'^ 

3 - Detroit vy V^ 



e;joci--J, >y-.,wnt in Ch^r^e 
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holding of nation&il? it iae*tihga throughout r lSr '; 
United states j tod the "Inspiring" of radio\ : 3"' 
publicity. ^Prograa callo for opposition W^ ■^.... 
the Dumbarton Oaks atreeiaont,, to international 
police force, and the eo-called. Biritish-in spired 
super 6tate. .-'.,..'' -...«. 
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fieport of Special Agent 
', dated December 9, 1944, at 
ichlgan* ■'.■-'..'' ' ; '-'.. 



h? 



o 



At _ Detroit , . Ji chi^an 



SMITH'S America First Party received a negligible 
number of Totes in the Michigan elections for State 
and Federal offices, held, in November, 1944* Of a 
total of 875>OOP^votec caet in >tayne County for the office of GoverooT| 
Doctor LILiUvypi JilOi-J f tae iunerica First P*-rty caned cate, received 71? w Tae 
various other candidates for State office on the America first Party ticket 
received a si m i l arly negligible number of votes, according to the ofiicial 
canvass made public in Deceuber, 19 m4* The various candidates of the Party 
for State Senate received fro© 66 to 120 votes each in their respective 
districts, although the total vote cast in those districts for such offices 
ran.^ed from 73,000 to 194,000* 

SxITtl received 691 -vofaee out of a total of ^75^.093 
cast for President of the United States in "Eayne County, tfichi^aa, tbis vaa 
the lowest total received by any candidate except that of the Prohibition Party 
who polled 6^0 votes. Parties having candidates on the ballot in additi<m 
to the Democratic and Republican Parties -Kere the Prohibition, Social! si j 
Socialist Labor, and America First Party- All of these parties were reported 
to nave lost their place on the Michigan ballot *4ien the final report of toe 
State Board of C&nvassers wee made during .the latter part of t^ececfrer, 1944* 
In the entire state of iiichigen, faTTH received • total of 1530 Totes fafr \ '-■ 
the office of President out of e total of acre than t*° ailHon rotee cast, < 
Since the ; ^rtgr'e vote represented less tbue one per cent of the total vote 
cast, the Michigan la*- requiree that tite party be removed froji the ballot in 
future elections. - .- '\ ■ - !- - *?'- -.,:■. ., V vs,.v . ipV'"*.- 

&ami s however, at tibe urging of Doctor a*HWl^t£i-." ; " 
Instituted a recount of lise ^allots in 0ftft|f*»f County, Michjgcau e Qm coortty 
seat of Oakland County is Pontlao, ittchl^n^ the hone of lector «*A«XQ»V 
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_ki t c r a pr el i .in o. i t check \ t a s :. n ade on t he r e c ount , b^ITn s t ■: . t e a , ac c o rein t, t o 

vhose i dent it v is knoan to tne bureau, tnat the 
Aaierica rirs't Party had been "short-counted. t! The preiijiiinary investigation 
indicated that in tv.o-thirds of the precincts in that countj the Party had 
been short- counted from ten to ninety per cent, and in several oi the precinct: 
only ~ s:ntll percenters oi the j^ericc. ibirst Party votes ,;ere counted. T;ie 
completed recount revealed that in If 4 precincts, comprising the county, 
taenty-iive per cent ox the America jJirst Party ballots v. ere not counted. 

Doctor ^i/^iiiO^ cl^i-ns that, this situation has produced 
an Ujio.-r in Oc.kl._no County, and SiwITr: \\ls prepared a statement, setting 
forth these facts an^ hie conclusions based upon them, lie nas directed 
copies of t .is st-.te^ent to the Secretary oi at ate, the attorney L^ner-i-i 
of tue c'a..fe, ,,ric! various otner public oi Ileitis, clf_Liin t/at this is 
a situation representing corruption at its v.orst and aeiii-naina, a thorough 
inve h t i •_ a t i on . He ii ... £ also s en I copies o f t he st .. t e^ent t o eve ry niembe r 
o "-f the I): ii t e c 3 1 ,: t e s C on : r e s s . 



0a':l-aK County, h:..s told | (Jwat o'oes not v:..nt 

to place too 3uch e,npua: is on icail situations at t.ie present tl.ie fcut vijuf" 
to concentrate on national isaaes -.nc- on :ia.iain c the Party a nation.' 1 i'orce 
p cop;- of the statement : bove-ref errea to i^ beina sent to tne Lurfe<-.u c-s 
enclosure vith this report, and t copy ii beiny retained in tue liles of 
Detroit Field Office. 

S^ITH has held no public aeetiiias since the meeting 
soon sored by the i^nerica i irst Party, neib L.t the book oacdllac hotel. Detroit, 




Si'UX .defcLUV. , 



ileal ^^^o ^^he evening ox fe c&nber 2a, Y)Lk* 

Jf v.aose io.untity is ;cnov,n to the Bureau, the 
principal speaker l-^as CaKL H^<a*)Tb of Indi, n -polls, a lon^-ti^t iriend and 
associate of ShlTu. A copy of the invit-tion to this jiieeiina is b-in^ sent 
to t "iO bureau as an enclosure \ ith uhis report, -..no. a copy is bain.j ret Lined 
in the files oi the Dt-troit liclu Gixice. 



The invitation states that aiGTi, is "an eadn^nt writer, 
st 1 t a s:a.a \ , bu sin e s sman , ai C N at i onal i s t Leader." d-iii h pr a s i l. ed at ti ii s 
making, v.'hich v.at ■-ttenaed by :.bout 300 people. o.ilTn in his introauctorj' 
rs.^-rhs stated that he a; s .■"oin:- i to oppose in tao United St^tas ten^.te an% 
a J Lo.ipt to change tho l:„-\v t, hereby the Saaat^ coula approve ^ treaty by a 
siiiple majority vote, rlu has strong in his praise ol aiOTi^ v.aoai he introduced 
as a.u ojtst'-ndin.t; nationalist. MuTE in his r^nui'Ks stated that our Russian 
an a British Allies v; oul C. d ~ s c rt us before this \ a . r v.a . s ov e r ; t h . :l the bri t i sh 
varaa :,oin t . to ..ithdr.-vi fro.i bur ope; _j'id that -..a ..ad not knov v/hat the hua^i:.^iS 
vrerc ioinr to do. 
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hQTi- s'o. t£c the iv :. s - secret e^reeiiient between tue 
Eritisk -Jid the "-jeieieriS ehich i,: 5 the re. &on v.hy the British, v. ere not tt«eck— 
in, 2 ""'. r on . . 1^ ' on the L el ri ...n r r on t . iiOTl: beli ev e d ti 1. 1 t h c ; . e c on oivd c sy e 1 eu 
of t"~is co -juit ry vrould eventually be \ reckee boc.^io of the ver; thet tiure 
leould be c. revolution; end thet then the nationalists vroule t^.ke over the 
Government. He die. not, however, edvise nationalist p...rticipetion in such 
e revolution, stetin^ thet i-ooeevclt vould be responsible for tue revolution 
when it c..iuo end he s. oula beer the lull bl-..ie for it. He spoke ..loo o:. the 
.culierities of the "Orient;..! mind," ./hich informant believed v.es z thinly- 
vci'.ee ..ttech upon the Je- s since :.i01k inferred tn-t both Roosevelt .Jia 
Churchill v::;-e Jevish :ne hed the "Oriental :aind," end. thought ...Ion- similar 



^t this 



utint' th«-ri 



jiOTI . ' e monthly ia« . _ t sin e , Jffc at- ~ri c ... P r ei ' e r r d , " 
November ;ne -eco.T.oer, lyUi-.y issues vvhich ere 



v:ith this report. 



In f onp.: j' 1 1 £ t . . t ed th .. .t Pid iiiLJ 



"o distributee copies oi 
id infom-nt otteined the 
'rig; ion.^rdec. to the Bureau 
>.ji. T.e.s el 3 a on the spe..ker 




i>7D 



Th _ r ■. ;. Lie Tii t\ i ; t our All i ~ s er v c:cs ■_ rt ing us is bein g 
folio;; ee up by eeil'TH in hie JV.nuery, 1X5 letter to his rollovers, in vrhich 
letter .ii. stetes, "Toce.y ve ere doing most of tiv ii-dvtinv. :.nd iurnishiiu most 
01 th '. ■ bl oc. . ' ' In the c our s c of t hi s letter e ...I Tr. c on e •- m 1 c the Hus si . ji s end 
the British end outlines his oroT.-i for future activities. n<- cells for en 
;xpl ; ;i e t i on of t h e r e; .1 pu: * po e e 01 eh e pre s u 1 1 : , .- ei -. n d be e- s t h - 1 if t h e 



t" 



i J r e s i d. ent .net h e c t •. 1 £■■-.; ...rt.Aen t a nno t 1 ui vii ; 



SLti.~fi.ct orr e::el _ ne I i on 



o^ the purpose :nc 
cliv- iesiedietely. 
iLi..eo.l:.t^l" r of 1^. 



:i;ie of tru 



,hen our bo* r s slioulc be broujyit ho-ae 



Ho sets f^reh -.lit jjl^ii, vhic-i : 
ding netionelists ior t.ie purpos* 



: to Cv.ll e conioraiC: 
oi' ul;.n.iin,.-- thv.. iih" 



.List int-rnetioneiis.M. he stiteci th^.t <~n ^ei'-^ncy CoLi:iitt»je vdl 



De 



io:-;jv- 



,ne orop^r ^ii_;a 



of both iious^.5 of OonrT^rs v.ill 



vieit^d end 



w'.l .. b^ provided ri th lit 



,ur 



~nd the"! 



i.lll insoire r..cLio oro 



..is 



iiispirc netionelists to *,rit« their Congressmen, ejic. urge thet eieetin t ,s be 
heir, ell over the united Suites." In this *■ .;.", ec cording to e,iiITrI, "This 
in t e rn . t i on - 1 c onepi r ; . cy c en be st oop e d . " f'h »- in t em - 1 i one 1 c on cpir c.cy 
evidently refers to the I/ueafc. rton 0..ks e'.ree-nent, trie ol:n for en inter- 
net ion'. 1 police force, the continuation of lent le^.Se to Gre^.t Britein c.fter 
the vii r, eiic the i'onretion of c. "sort of super !-,te.te." 

t _£Th .IbO sets out in hie lettei' the belief tie-t 
elthoarh the complete finish oi the n: tionelists ires propneered by their 
eiieiiies *_. fev. VLelcs eeo, "he ,.i-e nov; in c. position to accompli sii our .j.reetest 
vict:)^-." «. copy oi this letter is being reteinoo. in the files oi the Detroit 
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Fi^ld Office e*ic. 
this iv-oort. 



copy is btin/." sent to the bliroeu es *ji enclosure- v;ith 



^a^jj^Uicrca i c - o of the pro-r^a above outlined, tUlTH 
tolcll Btlkt "ill h~ve iour or iiv~ conferences 

oi' s^ttin^ up this i\ietionel i/eier-ency Cohi \itteo. . rie ru.d 
ari; : ,inelly planned to iieve only one conference, tut in viev oi th_ recent 
ruiine e c.inst holding conventions, it v.ill be nucessarj to n^Ve- lour or :\ive 
Sidr .11 e-r .neutin^s instead. He belijvos the cost v.dll be ehout v 5, 000.00. 
He. told informant the /I he u.s having a jiun come to Lctroit iro.'u * c.snin^ton 
dui'in.;, eh-- nivle of Jenuory, 1945 » j'or t;:e purpose oi c'is cussing this nei; 
W:..tionL.l Emergency ContnitteO, LnC the.t th~ pro-r^n v.-ould be something, unicue. 



.'or 



Iniom: nt Icnei. thot 5..<iITh eid ii_ve o visitor from 
Vie Ellington on J-nuery ItJ., 1945 , n '"'Ut coulo. not leorn the ioentity oi' this 
irieiviouel. The c oni w one es ebove-reiereed to v.oulb be in tn^ nature oi 
re. ion el nieetin^s one. voulc. be hula in betroit, it. Louis 3 eiu other l-r^e 
citi-s of" the i-iio.ele V'.'oct. 



In J :ur'th'-r 1 .nce t.lso of ris belief", ey.presEee. in the- 
J -ii a-: ry , 194 5 lot'. e r pr v. vi eU sly r c ie rr e o to, t ' : .. t t i : e n . .. 1 1 om.di s t s i er e *n.' • :ing 
he:, d v: '.' y , S/.1IT n L ol c. in i o r: .: n t t :'k . t ■ f o ruio r J n i 1 1 : -. ■ £ 1 e. t e s uauicir i uObiiiT 
RiAh0L.eS ,1lC recently or^; eui^ed e no- n: t ion; list p<-rt; ..r/J th^-t he. '..■.. s 
working v.ith JLbYi'iGLBb in t\o or.^niz-eion of t.iis ^rt;. 6.^11 h et.tod. th^e 
the nation-lists heve e ,ye£-t ;i ny more subtorr-hie:..n friends in e ..shin t. ton 
in J ■ nuery , 19^:5, t n : n t h ey h : .cl c i>: ':.y c. ,y s pr e vi ou s . o. a Tit hi- 3 t ;;e r c s s e a 
ii.;.ouif to veriouf inoivi.:.u"-is e.s beliovivr.. th-t n..h,ion l .lisi t...s in the 
■ -s c v-nc ; ^n t et or e s „n t . In e c o.ri ■ 4 urii c ;. t i on t o v J >-j .^i^e: . Ji L^i , _e^ i i e-; r sp t .p ■„ rav.. n 
^■n a r < . d:L o c oni- . xn t e t o r '■ ho s - ; -ox r e s ~ i e h ^ t ion- .1 t* r ^ s s Club , : . z. shiii^ t on , 1 . U . 9 



.IT'-: s.v.id en J^nuc-,ry 2, 17/,. 5 , 



'■ioneiisizi had struch 00 tt -Tr sixty c. 7s 



pi\.vi;>us but tii. ; :t re cent events in huropo es v -:I1 etj in the United St.tes ci'e 

reviving end producing n:.tione lists on e i-.holeS„le besis. Thw behevior oi 

Churci ill, o'telin :nd Roosevelt is prooucin 6J :.c cording to oiJhTh, u\ 
incurs ele c\nici&:u ^..-hich in turn breeds netijnelisci. 

SilTH told liLI2iibj r i1^;IL.' J L\IGr of Chice^o during th« 
lebler pi.rt of Dece.nber, i?44, th;.t "I leel grcec deys lie ohec.d, " uiu tlu.t 
ar-tioclisrsi would be s> popul..r it : ould be oiij^pult to or-v-nt it froa 
be in - , exploited, by opportunists. *.c told leJji'i-^j.^iMi-jiiJ'J, hio W ^. shin t, ton, b. ^. 
i-ssociete, tn. t notion -lists in ^^rierice k.re beinp ere. -tea on e i:holescle b;..sis 
at present due to the Ic.ck of unity betvoen et..lin, Roosevelt < nci Churchill, 
cue. thet the sitiii-tion, os respects nation: lism, h~s not be. en asjiood siiice 
Pcerl Harbor es it is ri^i^t now. He ot-L-ed the no.tioiKj.ist ^ov^fiierit ijust be 
deliber:.tely or^-ni^-ed es :. ceuntor-ection t^ the so-cc..iie:yC^ij u r -ri,q- ns , jjajJked^ 
jH OVCLieiit j . hie!:, is nov; bein.'. developed ell over th- country* by the "old 
fSich .Iber.^er crevr. " 
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-ilTIi stated in jJcceaiber, 194k j that event z in Kirope 

demonstrate conclusively ^.aerica cannot af i jrd to trust her uestiny in the 
IiiJic'c of the pover-mad politicians of the Old Vorld, and that nationalists in 
the United States are increasingly deter.:iinea to carry on a bitter light 
a ■ a li i s t t h o.s e w ri o n ave co :.ii id 1 1 ed t#*j as on a s it involve s our nat i onal s over ei gnt 
————^^^ m ^ l ^—^^—— m ^ m ^^ Ti'LiLJ^fHijljT, a former clerk in the United Stax.es /y' 
^sibasry in London, who is presently imprisoned by the British. S/AITh has " 
given considerable publicity in recent months to ■.hat he calls the "Tyler 
Kent e-torv." 



h>7c 



while giving every indication that he expects < 

nationalism to continue to grow, ohITH ha? nevertheless tola J J hlO 

■ that the nationalist cause is not ready "for popular expansion, 
ana ax. present he vfuts to keep it on an idealistic level and "st--ke out the 
clai:":. and keep the banners waving," until such ti-io as the public is ready for 
the accept (..nee of nationalism. 



S iIT ri_pJ^j^L-to hold a :iefatin.;.. in the near future in 
Chicago, Illinois, although ^ Jp die not knov, exact 

date of this .-leetin ". o^iiri has been in contact ■, itii LLIZaELTH LlL.u±rjLr end 



nas L~j.scv.ssed v.i_th her tne so- celled Jevish-inspirod "rei.n 



-error 11 by 



:cn 



.n <j e i .a s n o r^ani z a-ci on s in on i c a ^ o 
■Tie c t in :.- s in t h .. t city . 



-.re aLic i( cQ 
jJ. though a 



tryine to prevent 
Sj.jITH froa hoi 1 , in^ any meetings in that city. idLthouh: apparently vorricc. 
about L.hc situction, S..-iITh has stated that he v. ill hole- -■. moetiri^ in Chicago 
anyho- just to spite the Jei/s. he has v-ritt-n a letter to his ioliowers in t'.u 
C]-.ic 1 . ; .o orcui, st:. ting that he v. ill ^old a ■■leutin^ in Chicc^o or "be killed 
in the attempt.' 1 



b7L 



he has requested his ohica. : o f ollo\.^rs to advise hi" oj 
an;- - ca.urch buildings or ovior halls ahich i:-ii ht bo l.v;.. liable lor a ;n^jtin£, 
ani: '.-as indicated t^it-.L ha i.-./it£ a co.'l .it to-, of on>. hundred aion or >•■ Oj-a.n to 



* -i- 1 . 



ill- 0"C 

vol'inheer -o; 



a < nd pl..n tii- u.o tails ui t^is r-ily 
picket line . 



:.lfco tants persons to 



in a do.it ion to tnis latter, balTfi has s~nt a letter in 
Dccoi:b-r, 19UK> to all of his followers, r^f-rrin^ to the Caic./o situation, 
denouncing this so- calico" reian of terror" and relating his experiences vdth 
what he calls a "lars/t, crowd, of Jews" *bo l Lt-nptod to do hiru physical harm 
following his last moating in Chicago. Copies oil: tnusc ti.o 1 steers ar^ being 
s^-nt to the Bureau as enclosures aith this report, and copies of them are 
alsj bein£ retained in the files of the Detroit fi^lc; OjEfico. 
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S;.^ITH cl£.i..:s that his Jev.ich opposition in Chicago is 
lee by & E!£. c.sine, "ih^fTe-;!:::! Sentinel." In a recent editorial in this 
publication the editor !.'• supposed, to nave £cd.d, ''Vie intend to mc-ke it 
impossible ±or S-ilTH and his ilk to meet in O.ica : /o; we intend to press for 
national ie ; vi slat ion :oaKin;>; an Li — Setnit ism of' this kind a criiae a ainst the 
stfte, pun i c h abl e by imp r i s onmen t . " The , .ia ^ a zin e is also said to have re- 
quested its readers to write or wire attorney general Bidole, asking that 
S iITH be imprisoned for the duration of the v. : ar. 

The principal organization sponsoring these activities 
is said to be the Jewish action Goiiv iiti.ee at 33 South dearborn -Street, Cnica^o. 
Illinois. l:i..ORG^pjiiOLcKi , nevspaper columnist, is reported to have cold 
3. .IT r i that the Jevish or^uiizations in Chicago and Nevr York had recently 
split j.nci that the Chicago group is novr or.^&niseci to do physical violence 
to its opponents. S-dhTh told informant .ie thought a statement of the kind 
contained in the "Jewish Sentinel" v.-as fine for hi.'i since if anything happens 
to him now it voulo. be etsy to aeteruiine :.liQ '„as responsible. He has had 
several t nous end copies of excerpts from this article printed for c.istribution 
to his i oil overs. 



SalTH further advised infor.fi.-. n _ c tlna.t in a r scent con- 
versation \ 1 1 h iLL-l ZriEi^TH 1 1'liL in G , s i e t ol d ' .■ ira a Arf\^ 0\ . hi \.£> , a 1 l . v»y e i ■ in 
Chicago \. iO had representee' some of th^ seo.it ion trial deiencants, had been 



beaten uv on the street by vhat Ll-abl^a- rui erred to as "Jevish thu/'s. 



JTii 



told ULuIrJi 



tiv 



troubled oi nis associate , G_.Oi. 



;i*e cue 



a J e'. i i h Amy ccoifcin. * - c c or di n a, to £>-.; 1 ' f ri , V S E> , v , -i i o : i a s been un o. e r a 1 1 c . ck 
recently by nav-sp^por columnists and radio comment £ tors because he served six 
months at Ju.rd labor vhilc in the United S+^tos amiy last ye«*r, is supposcc to 
h-ve been court-»ru-rticled as trie result of th«- activities oi his Jev/ish officer 



.ClU 



it-: 



is at Vc 




It saoulc 1 be noted tnat this account of VjSJi'b difii- 
thu report of such difficulties furnished by 
in the rjiOitnco report. In viev, oi th^ identity £>,7P 
In format i on is believed to be considerably more 
S-JTil regarding the soarce of VOSl'S trouble in the i-.nny. 



SuilTM is still suspicious oi the activities of HOniJi 
^i^fRTZ vho has be on in I'etroit on several occasi ons reccjatly, a nd ..iade 
"several unsuccessful attempts to contact SuITH. fl (Ldvised S^ITH 

that liaEIiTZ hsd stayed v.itii hLn for a fet, day a during l>cce:T:ber, 1944* *~nd 
that he thought .AiJLRTZ v;:s all ri^ht. GbORU^fu^T^ of Chicago, Illinois, h^ad 
o^Con stitutional Aneric ans T hi s also told ^ ITh" he t nought -i/JiJtTZ could be 
trusted. However, 



k>-?t- 




stated that ailTH haa recently Jo*7£ 
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learned MaEFTTZ was holding htaiself out ts a tisi^ofc »an ^^t^.'i^^R>p^t|feC.. : 
and claimed to be rorking me contact between SjO^ 

ing nationalists. He told various persona tnst he f^s . booking speeches . #9^' v 
S:-.HTH, and that he provided "contact between tae Jsnofcn netionalisis aiid other 
persons of nationalist sympathy *iho did not went their identity disclosed* \ 

k special to- turo article about ¥*u£&Z was *aid . W _' ' ■ 
have appeared in a recent issue o^>HLi>E§* weekly punlic^tion^^tn Pact," ' '.;" 
and .L'JiRTZ was reported to hare given an Interview £o th^jpSt. Louis Star 
Times," setting out that he was the nationalist liaison man* 

recently sent 



ti*m ha*"'" - 
letter to all of his followers, stating that vu&CZZ has ao 
connections with liim, and that any representations made tgr iUliCPZ alon^ this 

line should be disregarded.. „ . '■. ^ . .»'. 




....•^^■■»*1- 
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£...11:1 is still actively ui,u £ cd in th-- printing and 
distribution oi various types 01" lit-r^.ture. keic.:uice has been nu.de hereto- 
fore to the- printing by ewIITh oi' sever: .1 thou:. a na copies of the i.tlani/ic 
Chc.rt.-i~ i.iti; t..c si^iiL.tur~ of President Roosevelt ana Prime ..linist^r Churchill 
+ tcC:">cd. SAilTH is ^ivin: "t-i.de distribution to Mrs. DILLIjJu- ' £ book, "The 
opus." His has t.ito had priii ted •„, considerable numb or oi' pejiphlcts warning 
a a iiir.t the- c oiaauni /.in^ oi' Ljrope. r ihe;Se p^ai^hlets Mi printed in rod end 
b-u.cl' ini: uic be.r t.:>^ title ^fr at r lot c xu^kt - ..ilie, iipur.Jjs Late. n This 
pc--.-ph.lot is a reprint o£ jsi a± *t i cl c~"' appe l ring in the January, 1945, issue 
o i fa;-IITI-I ' £ hia :;c zin c , ' ' T: .■ i\J<r 3 s c ji d the f 1*. „, . ' ' A copy o f t hi s art i cl e is 
boin,. sent to the Ear cm as < n enclosure aitn this report, -no •:. copy is 
be in,- retained in the files oi' the Detroit i-ieid Ofiicb. 



IjalTii' 



raa (..Lino is apparently also receiving 



.ClU 



distribution ;aicr is atte^ptin^ to build up its subscription list offering 
incuc errant s to for.isr subscribers in an efiort to have tn-in r^nov their 
subscriptions. Miinooa;raphed stories of th- article, "Thw^furler ^.ent Story, " 
.lso being viduly distributed by S..;iITii. The booklet ^"Voto ClO^-na a-at 

W r 

Pcv the s.viic an:, cnr.r^es. MarxoG codios of 

SMITH'S ^./-^caine, his statement concerning the election recount in Oakland 
County, aid the paaphlet on coi.ij.uni/. in ^ Europe, previously rei erred to, are 
being sent to all menbers of Congress. 



are also being a 1 duly oistrirutt-a oy ^.LLXn. ine bookleL ^"voi,e yiy. , ^ 
g. oovist j^ ^i-pa, '' by JOSij^JBCuiiP, is being given a»,c.y in quantities 
Si/hlT'-i to ,n : ~ person '..ho v. ill dlv the shic ■in:, charges. Marked couiu 



SLilTf-i is :. operant ly still having some oifiiculty v.dth 
th^ Caraxiin Expenditures Committee 01 trie House of representatives ^nd has 
apparently not a;iven this Coia.nitt.-e sufiicivnt info motion to satisfy the-a. 
£ iiTII sent to th^- Co./iaittev. ~. copy o± •;. re >ort viich ne had furnished to a 
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si-dler coin, ittee of tne Jniteo. ott.tes i-en^-t:-, indicetin? his c^r.ipa.i./.n 
e:cpencss to h&ve been v J9> 370.6-5 . 

Ooiivresi'KJi CLIwTQdK.MjDiiriSGi'j 01 the House Coiiiuittee, 
nov.ever, is not satisfied v.ith this report since the expenditures ere not 
it trailed es rocuired by lav. *ipperently Si-iITH edviseu the House Ccvinittee 
th; t curing his cc-j.pc.iyri he spent v .u.0,000.00 uio. took in s . 10, 000. 00, end 
iU^LiftSOi-J hes also delude a en expiration as to the oiscrep<..ncy between this 
report end the report of C 39,370.65 in expenditures furnished to "the ttnute 
CoTi JLttoe. 



burin L the oerly pert of Juiuery, 1945* £«-iITi-; receivec 
from Con.vrtssitu-i: i-tfbiiiitb'Ori, deav.nbin^ thet a e.et. iiod sti-te. ; acnt oi c::- 



.iter Li-JTH t.ctviscd 



li.c; lib fc 1" 01 ni « 1 iiat Oi* ' . 



p-~n-_iturLS bo filed. ^hortl; 1 t'\~i 

c ovx'ei. t t ^ e t h at h o n eb r <. e c i i -~ d u^s^i-isfc-ceor;-/ ■.., .rccraurt .eft h / u.\i iJL^oO;v e s to 

st<_,tcuuyt but IB '"•^- s n °t - -It. to 
furnish the details es to this ./ri; w'dfjn^^^^^nT^u?s^bl^a^ d delays end dis- 
cr-pL.ncics upon the fe.ct th-.t £iiu xi- -j^i^fl/b.iiU^ Ms ror:dcr socrttury, l^ft his" 
employ in Jiov ember, 19^ ; , enc LOijJJfiGi-iBii-uC, i.no ...is L'0ji/.-«" , b successor,. w:.s 
dr eft ee end. entered e conscientious objector c._.,ip in b^c^v.ber, 19 V,. Ho nes 
further pointed out th^.t blie. /i..i_rice ;-ii-jt ; J erty, es ;. political perty, a~i<.. 
into bein ^ on Sfpte-.jber 1, 1944, enc prior to th./t ti.n.. hi:c existed es ::.n 
or^.. .ruse Lion co-iL.j.tt<-- for th'- purpose of educetinp. constituents on ;he 
fonuf.tion of e p...rty. burin ■ tnis ooriod it contributed no money end .^.ve 
no support to tiic election oi ...i-iy ""^e^ri-l oi iicid. 



]p*»* 



S.ilTH lies pointed out to Congrc&umen i-^UiehSON tbei 
the Le^io critic ^Jid republic en Parties heve e omit ted s:-:p--nditur^s oi nearly 
? (i 40, 000, 000. 00 in the recent cerup_.i^n, eh^r^ds his co^ioitte^ tccists only on 
ni c ] c c 1 s en o. di i ^ ~ s . t.iITi ; ~j r ot e s t es. t o *-. i-i 1 irib Oiv _. . ;■_ in s t bt in «. .i-iede t lit vi c t iui 



o f e n . .t ion-i i d e . .t t e ch by Wi XT1 j* ■ . u» bnr.bi-i , v n j: ; ■ r, *_ c-. ^ii^s i s I'm -..n c ec in hi s 
politic. 1 ^coivities by i. ns.ti one! corporetion. b-iITrl told r-tbljiioO^ he did 
not think it proper thi-t \\c should be _-ut under e iaicroscope "..iiiio .... mm like 
hl.;Ch:..LL is not even cues x, ion ed concsx'nin^ his use of corporate m cc.lt h to 
und..n;rite his politicl i.ni, parti i--i ett^-cks. 



S.uI'IiI hes bv.^n in contect ..dt h nt 
associated v.lth the n,~tionelist cusj 



o th ^r indi vi ■;.' u, .1 s 
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An individual named 
requesting information concerning the where" 
advised his assistants that he did not' know! 
information sh< 



caJJj*L5iaTH, 
sequent ly no *■ P* n C 




J>"- 




: >V '-:■ 


*"V. 


<">■" 


■! '■*"*.* 





nil 



. .„»! ' \-«.^l-fc!:,' l ':-'>..V„ 




ue acs re'i 
from the Collection Dk>artaent of iHin u«I 
*eet concerning an old account of the ArnoijA'owers Printing Company. 
SwITH explained that this account had been paid in Installments over a period 
of several years and eventually would be Hquldated, although he admitted 
he \-as delinquent in his payments. ■' 4 - . ■ ■■ 

i. 
His former assistant, BESaaRI) DCMAfl, who left hin 
during the first part of November, 1944> is now living on a ranch near 
Edcouch, Texas, and has apparently severed all connections with SailTH. LOW 
LOFiBECK, who succeeded DQMAN. y.^s required to report to a conscientious 




hi 



IS 



required to report t o this c 

with Si-UTH. 



iaarily because of l^HBSCK'S association 




An article in the "Detroit Neva," on Deceober 23, 1944, 
captioned "Smith Loses Ttvo Party Aides," outlined the facte concerning DOiAtf 
and LOKBECK. In the course of this arti cle it was stated that LGrfBfcCK had 
studied music in Paris, France, prior to the outbreak of the warj had returned 
to the United States from Gernu-ny in September, 1939 J ^-nd traveled in Mexico 
from January to June, 19ZtO. Thereafter he became a paid organiser for the 
original America First Party in the Cfclahama :.nd St. Louis ar«a but severed 
his connections with that organization in December, 1941. He later Coined 
SMITH'S "Revised" America First Party. ,-.,.. 

I'S absence ^_ ^^ 

^ „,,.,„ Ljr& i> 1 0^ * & do\.utown office 

and apparently ijjy'e assumed £CWBECK l -S duties. | M attended a recent 

meeting of th^(uivil Rights Fader ution In Itetr^i^ScsHSafcreover agent for 
SXETH and apparently handled the assignment very w&H since .SaOTH has 
indicated that he will have her handle all such assi^jments in the future. 



^ 



''$ 




W U 



He has advised 

that he 1b nuking i» dffoVC &© organize members ~«f 

ne araed forces while they are still in tke Otfrertssent service, but he believes 
such organizational activity should cotoe under the direction of the Onited 



ft 



a 
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mm 



. -F^^i^ii-'-ss^ipi^py 






laEL 



jowwuaent wfa&f the aen e*f* In "l^i- -tfJ^Piig^^l y i ^ i w ^^^^W 
ep|Kl out, tiw,S*£i.TH»S toganiaetion isprfi /re* to ^«^ , lfiii£|L. 
th^ikaerican.^gion or teiertuw of ^^*^l|*^"^ 

rfltlyi subscri&ife to the HMc^'Sun,*"^^*! ^^^ 1fcltit*fiL * jjjjpj 

lew York newspep$ir •'P.*.* end has advised 





®» 



3«> 



/*>'•' 



will vigorou^y" oppose a^mptilgn c 
^gainst Senator ffJRIQH IfcJfoHKfcJjJL 

■■:tv' SilTH haa fce«i under ttta^fc ^u tfci ' "Sttchi^ca feUfc* 
newspaper, and has been cpndenned tj»jr that pspet £or opposing any ' 
c-ssistance to or Cooperation with Bussia, f oiRting «A that ^CTH n»jfi - ^ 
predicted the America First Pzr%f candidate for .the Presidency would wi* in 
194$, this paper states that *conditions could will V ripe for the kind of 
igaorsaus whom &JITH would put up,* The paper states that tdille S*a5W «:y 
r . aeem like a biffoon now, especially in view of tbe recent election. Bltler 
eleo looketi like a buffoon Vihen the beer hell putsch failed. ■,>!' 

fieporta have been received.bv t f foe Detroit Field Of ftp* 
J^jh^^gjpgsWeis reeks that l certain ____^__^^^^^^^^_ 

B eiaployed by the Michigan Tool Company of Detroit, was said 
to oe £ memner of theAneriea First Party and was extremely critical of ike 

'" J "^^igtic in his conversations^ a Detroit Uiqrer, ^? 

^^M |M yfSM also reported to pe claijaiJig that be 

*f s ^ officer of the %erlc* First i»arty and * good friend of S£CTH> although c 
ftis name he* not heretofore .been Vwvwuyh*. t^ *Ke »**M««.-t~, ~* *__ informants 
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ENCLOSURES: TO THE BUREaD - 



JJ^he Cross and the Flag," Janacry, 1945 issue. 



*;{ ^<"~ w * w *» «-"« ww rj-cg," Wwjjacjy- *y^5 issue, 

2j^rianfirica f referred^* by G+aL iU *&t£, feotfa Hc-vaofcer, 1944 yjd 

t>ecaniber t X9U issues. •' :,/■> -:,£ • . 
3; Cory erf letter fro. Gi*uLD U t^eWSfe'to tollo^rS, tit*** 

* \-^£ ,1 Z^^S* ?tt * t Pc *V**:"'««ff3<^tt ****** eittufitiaifclj'- -:| 
4;^Ccjj L to the Br a ve - tkU U. our tfa aorbae Hasan*:* & lette* 

.IT *^ *MK*> "4* «IS5^r^Ua Jaftuar^, 1%5. %^. 
•3twte«ent ^5**^^**^^ -Soioia la SPg 

OaklAd ComAv * 6^iAd #e W u,ury 5/ 1*45- 
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?) Invitation to S,,illn :neeting, tecerabtr </-, 194-4* &t 

Book C^clllo.c Hotel, Lutroit, i.'itn C*iii ri. :.iOTlj ts epecJstr 



8) Leti'lut titled . Tvfrc^rl Ha rfepr, Ble..^cLc.ia _„ to. j; ^.- r y_ J ^ '-R^ er j 
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De 6-i-Ili6 



I ?. J ii GLORIA CI i.ITh bdr-c«.U IdiTiiiJuTItJi-Ji, IiJVijoTLij-.TIVx, juVOilTS 
o^ilTTrJ.; 1x4 TalS t^AKTIOJI^J-i OASi; kK1 WOT TO ££, DlbThliiuTLL TO 
oTHiil COViuueeuJ?;i ^LwCIiij. 



IDl ^hCi-LLS rILLD OFi-'ICj 




iroit i : iiild Office and subsequent Burttu letter, dated Jenue.ry 9, 
1945, this inquiry should be conduct ea in & aost aiscreet manner. 

V^.S;..Li-.c1'0i'; I'I;.LL 01 ^ ICE 

£-. t I &shin:;ton. 1?. C. , v.ill dcturaine tht identity of 
the person raving the- telephone nuiabe-r ATlaitic 35vo in ueehin^ton, L. C. 

DiTitOIT i I. Li' Oil ICE 

At jVuroitj iKkichigT.'an. will maintain contact vith 
Confidential Ini'or.icnts for the purpose of folio, int the iurtii-i 1 activities 
o! a-iITri. 



/■: o.-.ipy o_ this report is boin^ sent i'or the 
ini'o r : a«.il jn of t:io Chicago :'i„ld Ox;;. ice in vie 1 ;; of the client uiti- 
fc oim tic a^: 1 1 a t i ^n in t n c . t city an a d__I T: { ' b tz rpr e s s e d .Li 1 1. 1 it, i jn to 
h^ld t. meeting in Chi cc.jp in the near future despieo -lie. pea threat: 
°- physical violence. 
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It/EiiTITi Or T-LMOkAAKTS 




W<< 



< , 



/ . 



Ae Of rsl Bureau of hwetti&iTixm 

United JHate * Department of luatiie 

SOI Continental Bank Building 
8alt Lake City 1, Utah 
January 26 , It 45 



i. 



Director, TBI 







Res 






smith 



Daar Sin 



I am enclosing Herewith an envelope and 

,roit January 18. }?45 afl fl m^flflressod t 

by lattar 

• uertai to this 




letterjhin^jfcj 
teraated Januar 



anuary 25, 



Tha letter addressed toB Bis signed B. £. LEGAST and 

enclosed is a copy of a circular letxersigBea by GERALD L. K. SMITH* 
The eon tents of SMITH 1 • letter appear to be of a seditious nature and it 
is being called to the attention of the Bureauherewitku It is noted 
that the letterhead of LEGAIT's letter tefl |P bears the heading "The 
Cross and the Flag edited by GERALD L. E. SMITH, Poet Office Box 469, 
Detroit 31, Michigan - . The circular letter oyer SMITH 1 * signature refer* 
to "The Story of TTLKR^KHT". 

It is belioTed that the Bureau and the Detroit Office stay 
both be aware of the eiroularitation of this literature; however, the 
same is being oalled to the Bureau's attention for appropriate con- 
sideration* 



All INFORMATION CONTAINED 

KERDH iS UNCLASSIFIED / &**£&[ 

DATE— iifUkM^mli^ hauM ' 




Very truly yours* 
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JCHtst 
Enos* 



J 



C. tpMAM J 
SAC 



y 



C* ' 



■y 



CC: Detroit 
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t fl/DOJ 



Assistant Attorney General Tor. C. Clark "r-br'-r- ?~ 9 Z'/S 

John Sdgar Hoovr-r - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

or:-,.::, i. r.. :.ii7A; tx a*\" teca ::r t ?Ar*ri; 
e.tpjial security | sedittx, 

Hefcrence Is nade to wr previous correspondence in the above-capti onec 



ratter . 



For your further information there is enclosed herewi th a copy of the 
:".vpr:tifatlvo rr-ort sutnitted by Special Agent M Bat Detroit, ?'ic:^ra:, 

or. January 2?, 19*5$ as well as photostatic coplefiaJTScencTosurcs listed on 
-ar.en lL and l£ of th J s re;ort« 

Also enclosed for your fnfoimtion is a photostatic copy of a two-pane 

Irtten was rece'vod ^C r ( B r '° Wl*-* 

"n turn fqrVnrcted it to the iJur^aV^^^^akec! ty i'ieicTST^sion. 

\ 
T'nclomre ! 



A L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERON IS ^CLASSIFIED / 
DATE-_^^^BY^^J^ 
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O^zce Memorandum • united staphs t uvernment 

,/ ) TO Dt-*otcr, Federal Barcm »f laTaitlgatioa date: Janvary 30, 1945 

U prom : sac. sit u. city ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED * 

DATE_^hjY^^^ 



SUBJECT: GKRALD L. t. SMITH 
SEDITIOI 



R«fjren©eiiBade tc my letter ©f January 26, 1945 » eatitled "GERALD [ 

L. K. SUITE]1 |) SEDITIOI* wherein «o*e Altiratare waa forwarded te L70 

the Bureau whTonbadeeOn reoelred ©y^^™^ - ■^■™ BBBBlllli ^^"^^™ iB ^^' 



"*\. I •« now forwarding herewith ft «opy of 

VCroat and the Flag," December 19*U lime, which r 
forwarded to thii offioe. 




e entitled "The 
• received and 
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MeftttuX Bureau of Inttffftigatfim 
Wmltth aHatra Srpartm* nt of Itsatfc* 

Detroit, Michigan 
February 10, 19*5 

All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERON !S UNCLASSIFIED 



Director, IBI 



DATE-/>yM^M 






Be» GERALD L. *T 3CI1H 
^AM ERICA FIRST PAHTT 
IHTEHNAL SECUBITT; SSDITICB 
(«4=TC»f 62-43818) 




Dear Sir: 



1945, 



During the period, from January 19, 
19-45, inclusive, the following irfbrmationjgncea|^^Jhea 
Subject 94ITH was received froqM p 

is known to the Bureau. ^la^i^aa^aaaaaaB^^^-^^^' 



to February 8, 
activities of 
whose identity 



i>7£> 



94ITH spent some time in Washington, D. C, during the latter 
part of January, arriving in that city on the morning of January 2-4 and 
leaving Washington for Detroit on the evening of January 28. Prior to 
leaving Detroit, he stated that he did not want it known he was out of town 
or that he had gone to Washington since he was laying "deep plans" and did 
jticular activity generally known at present. He called 

Baltimore^tervland, just prior to leaving Detroit on 

January 23, reouestingfi ■ to .meet him in Washington on January 2-4, 




He subsequently spent some time with 
spent a great deal of time with 
contact man for some time. 



While in Washington he 
former Secretary to ex- Senator 

Fs address was Colorado Building, 

believes that SMITH subsequently contacted 





in Washington and apparently 
who has been his Washington 



'J^A JjJ"l 



J>7 





CTOKV 
BUY 

VHITIO 
■TAf •» 

.WAR 

NDS 



as to the address of 
and was advisi 
on. D. C # Informant 

SMITH advised informant he had a press conference in *" " '" 
Washington on January 26 and advised the news pape rmen of his plans. He 
also had visits with former Senator GERALD PxSn! and with ex- Congressman 
HAMILTOI^SH, He advised informant toward thVend of his stay that the 
purpose of his trip had been accomplished satisfactorily and that he had 
seen that "news bureau man." Informant did not know to whom this referred. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. X, SHI1B, at al. 

February 10, 19-45 IBT2BKAL SBCDHITT; SDITICH 



Informant did not learn the exact purpose of Mffl'j visit to Washington, 
txit stated that neve stories in the Chicago Sen andfllPM" during the time 
34I3H was in Washington stated that his purpose in going there was to set 
up a lobby. 

Informant thou^it that 34ITH had probably set up some sort 
of Washington headquarters since he spoke of sending out to his followers 
a "Washington letter" somewhat similar to the Kiplinger Letter. SMITH is 
apparently following through on the idea of the Washington letter, since 
he told informant during the first part of February that his Washington 
letter would be sent out from the "Washington Headquarters." 

he continues to distribute a great deal of literature and has 
reprinted an additional ten thousand copies of the January issue of the 
monthly letter which he sends out to his followers. This letter is cap- 
tioned, "ftCall to the Brave - This is Oir Opportune Moment ," and has ap- 
parently iiet with better response than the usual monthly letter, since 
informant does not know of any previous time when additional copies of a 
monthly letter were prepared. 

Informant stated that he understood the response to this letter 
had been very good and that about two thousand answers had been received up 
to February 7. Since this January letter called for a donation, it is likely 
that all or nearly all of the responses contained some sort of contribution. 
34ITH has also had prepared additional copies of the Tyler^fcKent letter, 
which he has been distributing to his followers for several "months. 

A single page calle&yPat riots, Awaken! rt which is a reprint 
of the inside cover of the January magazine, "TheYSross and the Flag," has 
also met with a ©jod response and 94ITH had five thousand additional copies 
of this pamphlet printed for use by Dr. LEUNljHJARICN of Pontine, Michigan. 
MABICK is a close friend and associate of MlE and stated he could easily 
distribute five thousand of these pamphlets, which are anti- Communist in 
tone, among the members of his cturch and among ant i~ Communist labor men. 

AUiKJ^QLL, a friend of »ITH and a follower of Father 
CHARLES E^\COJ(2LIS and head of "Ihe^merican Patriots," is now working in 
Detroit as advertising manager for the magazine, "Yachting and Aviation. 1 * 
He has been in contact with SMITH o n s everal occasions in the past few 
weeks with reference to a scheme 94ITH is trying to develop for running 
small classified ads in country newspapers throughout the south and south- 
east. ZGLL, by reason of his advertising and newspaper connections, is 
trying to make arrangements for this advertising scheme. Informant did not 
know the nature of the ads to be used or the purpose of this campaign. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GJRALD L. K. SMITH, et al. 

February 10, 19*5 DffBSNAL SBCUHIW; SKDITIOH 



SMITH hag also been trying to arrange for a meeting of hit 
followers to be held in one of the downtown hotels of Detroit during the 
latter part of February. He attempted uneuccese fully to obtain the balL- 
roome at the Detroit Leland and Book Cadillac Hotels for any day during the 
week of February 12 , 19^5. Informant thought that some date in the early 
part of February had finally been decided upon since StlTB told him he would 
soon be sending out invitations to seventeen hindred persons inviting them 
to this meeting. Informant did not know, however, the date fixed for the 
meeting. The seventeen hundred persons comprise individuals in Wayne County, 
Michigan, who have in the past made cash contributions to SMITH. SMIIH 
stated that there were 4fi8 persons outside of Detroit and in the State of 
Michigan who made donations to him. 

Informant advised that collections received by MTH from 
his followers through the mail during the latter part of January and first 
part of February were as follows: #32 on January 25; $29 on January 26; 
428 on January 27; $9.^0 on January 30; #15.5»0 on January 31; #10 on 
February 1; #94 on February 2; $48 on February 7. 

SMITH has received correspondence from various persons during 
weeks. He has had letters from Cr m fir ef w pffn (XARESgOFS MAN. 
Frankfort, Indiana; EARfif^REB; ■ (J of Hunts- 

\i wiAie, Alabama, and from United States Senator uBEB^^ThejSnate Committee 

p on Investigation of Campaign Expenditures. 

In connection with this latter coamittee, SMITH told informant 
he had heard WALTER ■mCBSUi' b coament on the radio several weeks ago that 
the America First Party should be investigated as a result of statements 
made to Congressman ANDERSON 1 b coamittee invest ifflting campaign expendi- 
tures. SMITH did not make any conment on WIN(HBIL , s remarks, however. 

- 3ETH has also received correspondence from Senator_JKffiR 
^FBEGUajN and Senator ARTHlMyiHDSSBUH&. A letter from VAEDEEBUIG began, 
"My Dear GEHALD," and thanked SMITH for his comment on VANIHHBUB&»8 recent 
speech, stating that he agreed with SMITH that the Cbnmmists were the 
'I chief opponents to the program outlined by VAHDEKBUBG. Ufce letter ended 

with the words, B Varm personal regards and beet wishes. - Senator FEHGUSQN 
in his letter told SMITH that he was in favor of the two- thirds rule for 
confirmation of treaties and favored leaving the approval of treaties and 
declaration of war in the hands of the United States Senate. 

SMI T^gjba|nji contact with numerous people during the 
past few weeks. Afl P from some point in the southern Unit ed 

States was in DetroTWB! visited SMITH on January 23, A ^ereS^P^^ 

(/ 
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Letter to the Director 
February 10, 19-45 



Be: GBEAID L, K. SaTH, et al. 
IBTfflHAL SECURin : SEDITION 



a Iutheran minister who is apparently the editor of the Students Newspaper 
at Concordia Seminary, St. Iouie, Missouri, and a close friend of Hevarend 
WALTEBtyjAIER of that institution, endaavored to contact »ITH while in Detroit, 
but was unable to do so since SMITH was out of town during thejatterpart 
of January, ^3Sfl|? spoke of his close connection with JLIZABBffHipjLLn© 
and of the wondarrul set of files she had Bhown him when he visited her 
recent lv in Chiener*- 




bdaeffect, stating that they may 
JflK stated that when the 




of Indianapolis, a close friend of 3CTH, also 
tried to contact 3C1TH during the l atter part of January, but was unable to 
do so since S*ITE was not in town, fjl ^indicated to SMITH* 8 wife that 
he wanted SUTH's help in the promotion of a booklet T^olitical Theologians 
and Theo logical. Policies, * which he hopes to publish soon. He stated that 
CblonefttfcOOiWICX of the Chicago Tribune agreed with him that the Eepublican 
Party was* dead and wrote. him a letter to thii 
as well admit it and start a third party, 

Eepublican National Committee met in Ind^ao^tlB&irin^the middle of 
January he was in continual conference with([ ff and] 

The identity of these individuals \SsmHBlntoinformant 

MOT? stated that he had worked out an arrangement with these 
men that would be of considerable interest to SMITH and that he would 
explain it to him shortly. T^KT stated that the attack on 3UTH made in 
the Chi cam Jewish newspaper, "Thefesntinel,'' was a dastardly thing and 
that he, flpElSi intends to do something about it. He did not. however. 
state what" 'ne intends to do. 

On JamaryT^^^aU^^gsin^nference^th^ 

and with the lawyer forB R, Informant 

did ^^±j^i^^^^jj^^S^Q^iSSS^5^^SS^^^^n!^BX%0D8d. lunch 
withB ff a wealthy physician of Detroit who has been a 

frien^o^aRHnors^o time and was a defendant i^^^rimiaa^nrosecution 
under the pure food and drug act about a year ago. ^ Rof 

Detroit was also in contact with 3QTH and received Ju^aivTce on a letter 
which he stated he intended to write concerning civil liberties. 




SilTS contacted 1 ^ 

and spoke to 'GJBB&jftfoSB of Kalamazoo," 
;Chigan, candidate for Lieutenant Governor on the America First Party 
ticket in Michigan during the last election. SMITH stated he was for VOSE 
one hundred percent and that VOSE should not believe any of the rumors 
of the scandal-mongers, evidently referring to recent newspaper attacks 
made on VOSE because of his having been court martialed while in the 
United States Army. 



t 
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Letter to the Director Re: G ERALD L. K. MTH, et al. 

February 10, 19-45 INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 



Prior to 3UTB» B recent trip to Washington, HALFB BAJSB4AN, 
hi 8 Washington contact man, went to Chicago for the purpose of seeing some 
lawyer there and then returned to Sew York by way of Detroit, spending 
some time in Detroit with SGTH on January 21, 19*5. 

continues to advise SMI3H on various activities. 

On January 27, 1945, a "homecoming party* was held in 
Detroit for PAKCE^SAGE, GAHUNDlfoDEBON and WILLIAM HITMAN, JR., three 
Detro iters who were prominent in the^ational Workers League and were defends 
ante in the recent Washington sedition trial. This party was apparently 
sponsored "by HCME^AERTZ of Chicago. MAEBTZ has been pushing himself 
forward in recent weeks as a leading nationalist and contact man for nation- 
alists and haB caused 34ITH some concern. 34ITH evidently is afraid that 
MAEKTZ will take over some of 34IIH 1 s followers and, in addition, 34ITH 
believes that MAEKTZ is very careless in his manner of operating which may 
cause embarrassment to anyone who knows him in the event he ever gets into 
trouble. 




■Hfc* 

mnist!\KEIi 




[t old ailTH that in a recent edition of the New York 
Post the columnisT^EElSEL, referred to MA2RTZ as a liaison man for 
nationalists and said he was flashing fifty dollar bills. SMIJ 
agreed that MASKTZ was either getting support from someone or ] 
thought that possibly a few people in Chicago were giving him just ei 
money to allow him to travel and talk big. MTH agreed that this was 
probably true or that poBsiblyM^^^was an undercover operator for some 
private investigative agency .| | stated that KAERTZ had recently sent 

out a thousand dollars worth of literature before leaving Chicago to come 
to Detroit. He is said to be a close friend of CHAHLE&PHILLIPS of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, who is editor of thajf-lndivi dualist." 

Helative to MASHTZ* party for SAGE, ALDBmAN and LYMAN, 
__ subsecjuentlyadvifle^gaffi that neither SAJE nor LYMAN would attend 
party and thatfl p a former Dies Committee investigator, 

was in town from Newiork for a few days and might be there. IV 
attended the party and reported to 3(ITH as to what had taken pHce^He 
said that ALDERMAN was the only one of the three who attended and that he 
and MAJRTZ made short talks. SAGE was said to be too frigitened to go 
to the party since he feared he might be indicted again and that LYMAN 
was in Florida an^^n^^o^^fford to attend* Hie Eu Klxix Elan was 
represented by I If 

KAEBTZ did not say anything during the course of the evening 
that was detrimental to S4ITH. Informant stated that on the morning the 
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Letter to the Director 
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He: GSfiALD L. K. Mlffi, et al. 

IHTEBKAL SECURITY- SEDITION 



party was to be held MAERTZ called S4ITH' e residence and Inquired as to 
Aether SKITH would attend. Mrs. SMITH stated that he was out of town and 
would not he able to be there. MAERTZ told Mrs. SMITH that he was starting 
theifioneer News Service again and that ha intended to make a trip through 
the south and see what people there were thinking. He was somewhat appre- 
hensive as to a new book about to besmblished by JCHN BOT CAHL93N, author 
of "Undercover." He stated that Mrs.TW^SING of Chicag? has been getting 
some headlines In the past few weekB ana 1 is now getting a lot of help from 
people who have been reticent about helping her in the past. OBDhGfl5^0ST3R 
of Chicago has gotten back his old office and all and MAERTZ assured' Mrs. 
SMITH that he could get a hall for SMITH to speak in any time he wanted to 
come to Chicago. 



ine identiti 




Detroit are all contri- 



mthly magazin*. 



SMITH has recently been advised that the United States Army 
may take his downtown offices in the Industrial Rational Bank -Building and 
has been trying to arrange for new office space in the event he has to move 
from his present quarters. He has contacted the manager of this building 
and adviBed that he would like to have some other space in the same building 
in the event he has to move, although he exp acted to take such other space 
rt on a different basis." This migit tend to confirm rumors that 2CTH had 
been receiving office space in this particular building free of charge from 
the owner of the building. 

he recently received a letter from his son, G3BALD, vho is 
with the United States Army in Burma and Btated he would advise his son 
not to take the thirty-day furlough which he might now get, but to wait 
until his two-year term of duty was over, at which time he could expect to 
come home permanently. SKITS stated the thirty- day furlough was Just a way 
of recruiting men for extended service in Burma. 

Informant learned that SMITH appears to confine his reading 
of paper b and magazines to the Chicago Sun, Chicago Tril 
and Life Magazines. 34ITH is still using the services of | 
former professional golfer and F rd Motor Company employee, as a 'personal 
body guard. 

Very truly yours, 
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AIRMAIL 



Supplementing our letters of March 3 and 5, 1945 relative to the 

contemplated meeti ng which th e ------- • 

March 15. 




In accordance with our letter of March 5, 1945, the Chicago Field 
Division is requested to obtain adequate coverage of the meeting to be 
held on March 15, 1945. 
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Director, FBI 
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GERALD L. K.^SMITH 
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date: March 2, 1945 




AIRMAIL 



M INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE_ 7 4^_BY J 2^s?^^ 



During the period of February 8 to February 27, 1945 inclusive, the following 
info rmation conc erning the activ ities of the Subject, SMITH, was received . ^ 
fron^B K whose identity is known to the Bureau. J?**' 

Within the past few weejcs SMITH has been spending a great deal of time 
conferring with RALPffBAERMAN, his Washington contact man, concerning the 
office which SMITH is expected to open soon in that city, SMITH advised 
BASRMAN to take out a Post. Of f ice box in the latter 1 s namo and told him he 
should use the name of former Senator ROBERTA-REYNOLDS as a reference. They 
discussed the possibility of an un-named individual working with them in 
connection with their Washington activities and the informant believed the 
person referred to was probably BAERMAN' s wife. SMITH advised BAaRMAN that 
he should continually ask questions and get answers to them at every 



opportunity. 



J i> 
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A series of interviews is evidently contemplated by SMITH but he advised 
BASRMAN that he was not quite ready "to launch it* and he would advise 
BAERMAN when to begin. SMITH thought that the First "Washington Letter" to 
be published by him would probably be distributed about the second week of 
March. Apparently a considerable part of BAERMAN* s activity is to be 
connected with getting material for this letter which will be published at 
regular intervals. BAERMAN advised SMITH that he was going to Chicago in 
about ten days since the "Senator" had given him five days off. SMITH 
thought the Senator was a very fine person and indicated also that he had 
had a nice visit with FRE&JCISTER and that FRED was a fine fellow who would 
find a place in the movemerrcln the near future. 



P 



SMITH is still concerned about the attitude of certain Jewish groups which 
are attempting to prevent him from holding a meeting in Chicago. He stated 
that these individuals are inaugurating a reign of terror but that there will 
be a terrific reactionary counterpart in the near future* 

SLTTH has apparently finally made arranjjPflWfcs J$cr a hSU^n ety 

hold a meeting there sometime during the l&fcisr part of fe§xc.h.„ 

whom the informant believed to be a resident of Chicago, has made" the arrangeraen 
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for the hall. It is west of the Loop and has good transportation. The 
deal was consummated with the Secretary of the^H-asterers Union and the 
hall was rented in SMITH'S name. SMITH thought that now "the fur will 
really begin to fly." 

SMITH made e trip to Chicago on February 8, 1945, returning to Detroit 
on February 14, 1945. His purpose in making this trip was to see his 
various contacts there in an effort to arrange for a meeting in the near 
future. He stated that he also wanted to see how strong the Jewish 
organizations were that were opposing him. 

SMITH held a meeting of his Detroit followers at the Book Cadillac Hotel 
in that city on February 26, 1945. The informant did not know how large 
a crowd had attended or who the speakers were. 

The informant was advised that among his other activities, SMITH had ordered 
a large quantity of paper and apparently contemplates an extensive campaign 
involving the distribution of a considerable amount of literature. _ He is 
known to have 3,200 of the books "And So They Indicted Me" by J. EnONES 
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, He is withholding five hundred of these for his 
own use and sending the rest to JONES at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He is 
apparently also distributing material for the Constitutional Educational 
League, which is a New York group headed by JOSEPJL^AUP, with whom SMITH is 
known to be friendly. / 

SMITH has been in contact with various individuals of Nationalist sympathies 
in the past few weeks. The informant states that SMITH had a lengthy 
discussion with GE0RGE-fT3§TER of Chicago concerning a recent meeting held by 
the latter in that city, FOSTER apparently experienced some difficulty but 
claimed that he had a record attendance at his meeting. 

[has been in contact with SMITH concerning a certain KOSMERK, who is 
an important National figure in the^polish American Congress, a group violently 
opposed to Communism. Thia group is located at 4019 Wellington Avenue, i 7 

Chicago. SMITH indicated interest in KOSMERK and stated he could use him ** 

effectively against Senator NOITAK of Detroit, a •ember of the Michigan 
legislature, who is known to be a Communist according to SMITH. 



SMITH has also been in contact with I m a Detroit lawyer who 

represents Mrs. BLANC HS^lNTERS of Detroltnrs^WINTERS is a prominent 
Nationalist and a leader of a professional M others group currently under 
investigation in the Detroit Field Division. M ^contacted SMITH on 

behalf of Mrs. WINTERS and requested that SMTO^e^in touch with her. It is 
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known through other sources that SMITH actually did see Mrs. WINTERS 
during the latter part of February and sought her financial assistance 
for his Washington activities. 

The informant stated that SMITHS collection through the mail amounted to 
$75.00 on February 9, 1945 and $183.00 on February 21, 1945. It should 
be noted, however, that the figure for February 9, 1945 is at wide variance 
with the figures obtained by the informant from another source. These 
latter figures indicate that on February 9, 1945 SMITH deposited $700.00 
and on the previous day deposited $421*00. 

Mail has been received by SMITH from numerous individuals o^Jationalist 

Frankfort, Indiana ; J Jwho sent SMITH a package 

containing printed copies o^nisspeecTes^TJtwfflTOk-RlLBI, who is a student 
at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, and has a group of fifty fellow students 
who studied Communism and are anxious to obtain literature distributed, by 




SMITH; 

PETTENG 

Ore^ 

wit 

organiza 

recently. 



Sterl ing. Kentucky; former Congressman 
Governor Building, Portland, 
aadress unknown. SMITH also has been in contact 
a Detroit xawyer who is prominent in certain Ukranian 
"which were under investigation in the Detroit Office until 





.nfo rmant learned tha t among recent contributors to S MITH 

The latter donated $20.00. 
was also known to be a contri 

SMITH'S former assistant, DOltf 1 LIMBECK, was in Detroit during the latter 
>art of Feb ruary on a bH ftf fn-r loMgh t-mm XM & Conscientious Objector Camp 

During this furlough L0H3ECK 

was in frequent contact with SMITH. 
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John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Jfareau of Investigation 

(ERALD U K. S*OTH| THF WJttSA FIRST FARTTi 
IHT; WAL SEOHCITj aEKHIOU 



tl 4 

Rusloeed for your farther inforeation in the casjt^iedjailer It a oojy 
of tho investigative report eubnittod by Special Agent ■ m dated at 

loa Angeles, California, on February l£ f 19hS t a* well aarEHoTOHcoopiea of a 
fonB letter dated "February - 15tS#" **dot» la allegedly being diatrlbated by Sedtfa 
?raa an exwdnation of thit fore letter it la noted that Sadth atatea in the fifth 
paragraph on page one that he la opening headquarter* for a Rational Hhergency 
Coetaittee and a Nettonallet Lobby in laahington, D. C, Apparently the location of 
the Washington headquartera haa not aa yet been decided upon* 
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O^z^ Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : 

^***«- FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI 
SAC, Detroit^ 

. GERALD L. K. SMITH 
.AMERICA FIRST PARTY 

INTERNAL SECURITY 

SEDITION 

^^ S; 62-43813) 



date* larch 3, 1945 



in 



advised on FebruarV28^^45 that SMITH was 

contact the previous daywiti^acertai^ j|| believed to be a 

resident of Chicago, andB^BMMBjadv^Bo^MlTinnatarrangements had been 
made for a hall where SlHh^oulcnicdd a meeting in Chicago in the near 
future. The hall is said to be in the area west of the Loop and has good 
transportation facilities. The hall was rented through the Secretary of the 
Plasterers Union and was rented in SMITH'S name. The indications are that 
the meeting will be held on March 15j 1945 and SMITH thought that "now the 
fur will really begin to fly*" 

The informant believes that the hall hired by SMITH is the one in which 
GEORGE ''FOSTER of the Constitutional Americans held a meeting on February 28, 
1945 and plans to hold meetings on March 14 and March 23, 1945# 

In view of the fact that SMITH has been speaking a great deal lately of 
certain Jewish groups who were creating a reign of terror in Chicago and 
attempting to prevent him from holding a meeting, the fact that a meeting is 
now planned by SMITH is called to the attention of the Chicago Office, 

It is thought likely that the Chicago Office, with the information contained 
in the first paragraph above, may be able to learn the location of the hall 
where this meeting is to be held and arrange to cover this meeting through 
informants. It should be noted that the policy in the past has been to obtain 
coverage of SMITH'S meetings only through informants and not through the 
attendance of any Agents at such meetings* „ .* s 

As additional information is received concerning the time and place of such 
meeting, it will be furnished to the Chicago Office, 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
^ H EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
gjpDATE— Wr^.BY-^-?sK- , 

. v- /V ' 

cc: SAC, Chicago 
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February 6, 19U5 



N0 TE: The attached Is a^py. Th e original letter has been returned Xo 

as requested* 







}>n£> 



'£* ' 



& 



< " v" 



,A 



* 



i 10 !-• 






- H> « ■, ■, ; ^ 



'0 



) ) 






COURAGE SEW. iDED 

__._ — — — — — — — — _ 4 

February - 1945 

Dear Fellow American: 

We are winning victories: 

6ix weeks ago president aoosevelt thought that by this time a forced 
labor law would be in effect, but becaus e of the fight that you , through 
men like myself, have put up, This scheme for drafting everybody has been 
curbed. 

a he worst part of it would iiave been the drafting of daughters to be 
sent all over the world the same as our sons, «e must not relax, however, 
because ~r. Iioosevelt and his bureaucratic machine will press for a 'daughter 
draft' at the first opportune moment. 

r'our days before i dictated this letter, x. returned from Hashing ton, 
jj.C, where a had been for one week, thanks to the cooperation of you and 
others Like you, 1 shall return to •■.ashing ton within a few weeks, and 
perhaps within a few days, after you receive this letter, 

unless you and others like you stand with our emergency domdttee in 
this fight, we will wake up one morning and find our liberty gone, r'or . 
instance, an organization has been formed with headquarters in i Washington for 
the purpose of getting a lav/ through congress that would make it a criminal 
ofiense to criticise a uew. The leader of this organization is one ^eonard 
uolditch, in a recent adaress i..r, 'Jolditch reminded his people tiiat anyone 
who critieised the «jews in iiussia was shot, ne told his people that such was 
the rule in other European nations, and would soon be the law in r ranee, 1 
do not advocate an attack on any race or creed, but we must not permit such a 
xtussian-born idei. to flower in «merica. Just imagine the persecution that 
would exist in this land if it became a crime to criticise a jew, oi" any other 
individual for that matter. « bill lias already been introduced into congress 
to make this a lav/, with your help, financial and otherwise, we can see to it 
that oongress is properly informed, to the end that this violent proposal 
will never become a law, 

we are opening headquarter s for our national emergency Committee and 
the nationalist Lobby in .Washington. At this writing ± am not -:-reparecj to 
give you the location, rhe office buildings wUere we would want our head- 
quarters are filled to capacity, and it will be necessary for us to use 
temporary quarters until the proper location opens up, 

xn the meantime, we have employed two people to do special work in 
connection with our Washington activities, 

i-ihile in Washington this past week 1 visited v»"ith the most important 
nationalists there, l spent most of my time with nine different people. 
Every one of these nine people are national figures whose name you would 
recognize readily if you saw it. in the newspaper, ihey include members of 
Uongress (including the united States Senate ), one of the outstanding news- 
papermen of the nation, one clergyman, and others whose activities are so 
prominent that if i identified them in any way whatsoever, they could be 
readily named. 

uhy Am 1 not giving you the names of these people* It is because we 
are preparing to publish a very sensational document, ihis document will be 
the first of its uind ever published in Washington, u,C. It will contain news 
and confidentially-gathered facts, published nowhere else. 

while in wasiiington this time i confinaed what I had believed all 
along — namely, that most of the important truth concerningevents in 
Washington is not published m the ordinary newspapeJLM 'nyOl^ll ATf j(W^pni|TM tUrfl 

- \ YyO^ °^ HEREIN IE ^CLASSIFIED 



because of the c ration you and others have g3 * fie, i an able to 
announce to you that »._wiin the next 30 days we will be^a the publication of 
this very unusual letter in nashington, iJ.C. The two people whom 1 have hired 
will, under ray direction, gather important data frora over 100 sources, tie will 
confer especially -with these nine important individuals, Thus, when the LETTER 
goes out fro::, -njashington, it vri.ll contain documented and absolutely correct 
information widen could ordinarily be found in no other publication. 

lhis letter will be sent out first class mail and vri.ll be sealed, it also 
will be marked "personal". Furthermore, we vdll permit no re— publication of the 
facts contained in it without consent of the editors. 

a his will not in any way interfere with tha^ubli cation of THE CROSS AriD THE 
BLAG, the magazine i edit. It will make, however, a completely different and 
much deeper approach to what is really going on in t« ashing ton. 

xhis documented letter will. create a sensation. 1 expect the enemies to 
yell to idgh heaven, rhey will deaoand everything frora my liberty to my blood. 
They vdll be shocked when they see written in this letter facts which vdLl be 
brought to me by an individual who is in and out of the white House from one to 
three times per week. The..' vdll pull their hair and gnash their teetn when they 
read facts in this letter coming right out of the secret conferences of the inter- 
nationalist politicians, including an account of events taking place in both the 
British and ..ussian Ehbassies. 

in planning this letter we are laying the groundwork for the most daring 
program of patriotic enlightenment ever attempted, xhe purpose of this letter 
is to sensitize and educate important and loyal nationalists in every state in 
the union. 

At a later date i will tell you how you can help us get these facts into 
your local newspaper, whether it be a weekly or a daily, ihat is a completely 
separate program, which 1 will discuss with you at another time, 

uighly financed international political iiachines are. all set to rope us into 
a Super o&ate and a «,-orld Government. Thanks to men liKe united states senator 
wheeler, these jupc-r State politicians vdll find some real opposition when they 
come to uhe floor of the united cjt&tes senate. 

If the war ended today, it might be three years before your son would be 
home, iihy? • • because the siiipping problem would be so serious that it would 
take just that long to snip all of our sons who are in foreign battlefields back 
to the cnited States, if j--r. i Roosevelt fcets his .super state plan through, it may 
be five ^r ten years before your son or loved one returns. 

nithin the ne:-ct few months 1 hope to spend one- half of :.iy time in .jashington, 
d.C, coping with the legislative problems that are of interest to ;;ationalists. 
We shall not allow any sort of super State program to get by without our attention. 
l have formed confidential contacts all over the unite- States with faru leaders, 
labor leaders, christian leaders, statesmen in both old parties, mothers ana 
veterans of both wars. 

As the weeks go by, you vdll bee and hear of t.:e representatives sf these 
groups appearing before congressional and senate uommittees. xhey.dll not appear 
as representing our organization, but they vdll appear at our instigation as 
representing the group with which they are primarily identified. .,ith your 
financial help i shall continue to keep and develop these important contacts in 
order that our cause for nationalism be defended by those who come from every walk 
of life. 

We can save the Lives of one million servicemen '- if we vdll carry on victor- 
iously this campaign to bring our boys home at the earliest possible moment, if 
tir, iioosevelt cannot give a better reason for this bloody slaughter than he has 
been able to give, as of the date of the writing of this letter, then our sons 
should be brought home, now . 



in supporting o; nationalist activities in nashi.^ton, we will soon be 
setting up our regional conferences, and v/e will very liKely issue a call for 
our most loyal supporters to coine to nashington, D.C. I am shocked to discover 
that our committee is the only one that is carrying on an open campaign to defeat 
the internationalist clique and support the leadership of such men as denator 
wheeler, ibis makes our responsibility all the great er> knowing what we do, „e 
wil-L have the blood of innocent men and women upon our hands unless we fight with 
intelligence, consistency and courage, 

oome people receive this letter every month and do nothing about it, it is 
a mystery to me how any good American can know the facts which 1 bring out and 
not give support to those of us who carry on this fight, 

others who receive this letter try to make a contribution of money every 
month. j.hese are the ones ..no are making our victorious activities possible. 

..hen the smoke lias clearer a\. ay, you wiio iiave sent in money to carry on this 
fight can ta.ie -at isf action in the facu tiiat you will have helped to accomplish 
the foi:_.:-.;in,;: 

1, j.ii3 ^efea- o*. the lAsmbarton uaks r'lan, 

2, j. he saving; of a million lives that might be given to a ouper Jtate Police. 

3, ihe bran "in £ of our boys home at- the earliest possible moment, 

4, i'he <u^j. .so of all plans to finance tne ^idtish empire ax'ter the war ^ money 
spent on the ^ritisu and other foreign countries should L;e ezedt for our 
cui sons;. 

5, The organization oi' a. a .ionalist /eterans of Wold t.ar 11, wtiich is L iing 
developed in its own thorough way. 

6, ihe esx.ablish.ient of a nationalist Lobe;- in .iashincton, j.C, 

7, j-hc maintenance of headquarter activities in our national ja-oital. 

L. i'no publication of a sea leu letter containing the most e:zplosive series 

of facts ever to be enclosed under postage stamps as rtertaining to the 

ar.tereso oj. i.atLoualists, 
9. -he maintenance of the only nationwide nationalist organization, wLiich lias 

survive a tiii'ougn thick and thin. 
10. *ue preservation of the ^ t erica ^irst rrinciple at a ti_..e '.hen cowards 

ran under the- bed, and weak politicians v. 1 ere afraid to stand up and be 

counted. 

xou who receive tills letter are t _ e_ first to be told ab out the sealed 
packag .. of dyr.ar:ic information whica we are preparing to send out of ..as.-ington, 
we think it "..ill be sent out once each week. It will not be long, , • it will be 
thick, . .but it -..ill be tourn , true a nd terrific, 

i have arranged for you, by using the attached coupon, to be placed on the 
original list of individuals to receive the first copy of this ..as.J.u:rton, ±i.'C. , 
edition. 

lo , .ai^tai:: and pay the salary of our ..asiiinrrton staff will require a 
considerable sura of money. I'Urti.ermore, it will require that ± be in «asid.r. ,ton 
much more than i have been heretofore. £iven so, we plan to bring tais i.asldngton 
dispatch within reach of the donators to this crusade. 

This is our plan — \\) Publish the letter once each week - ^2) oeal the 
letter securely - 1.3) Send it first class mail, postage 3£ - \k) Read this carefully: 
To you who send an a donation of vlO or more, using the attached coupon, we will send 
the letter for one year, to you who send in less than *>10, we will dispatch you this 
letter one month for each ^1 you enclose, 

lou who can contribute more than v 10, please do not limit your contribution 
this month to vlO, This would be a calamity, because you must remember that upon 
your contributions do we depend for the regular expense connected with the main- 
tenance of our headquarters in Detroit and cashing ton. 

Uur program Is planned on faith, ruture acitivaties are arranged not on the 
basis of money in hand, but on the basis of money we Jcnow you will give, i*or instance, 
we operate en such a small reserve that if you failed to respond to this letter, and 
everyone else did the same, then we would be compelled to close our headquarters here 



■ s 

and in i»a;:idn:.;tor., an isniss our help. 

I know, hot- ever, uuat you will not Tail Lie. Therefore, i am planning a 
bigger and no re comprehensive program o A activities than ever before* I know 
that as Ions as 1 carry on and consume the iuoney you contribute on the program 
of activity for which you give it, that you, ana others like you, will contribute 
each month. 

Let qe yam you : Do not fail to fill out the atuacheu coupon and rush it to 
me in oruer that you may be enrolled on the original nashington i>.C, list. In 
this way you irj.ll be sure to receive the first loadeu. letter which we will send 
out fro-a the nation's capital. 

ihe reason 1 an not giving the names or informers anu intelligent friends 
who will help supply* the facts to be contained in t ids letter, _s to 3ave ti_em 
from incense persecution, furthermore, if I do not reveal their names and protect 
z their confidence, they vd.ll be able to gather more of the sort of information for 

which you and others are hungry. 

Answer this setter inme-.dately. till out tiie coupon carefully. iaish it by 
air mail, if necessary, in order that you may be enrolled on the Washington letter 
list at tixe earliest possible moment, and in order that the money you enclose will 
accomplish the greatest good, ilie day will come when you will be proud and thank- 
ful that you helped to found the first real nationalist newsletter to be published 
in mashing ton, u.C. 

I count on you. i depend upon your patriotism* l trust in your courageous 
and sacrifical support. 1 know you will not let me do;m» 

sincerely yours for Liod and oountry, 

CD 

LrEi&LD L.K. 3-ITH 
Let courage have its reward. 
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BU 9 letrolt 

John Edgar Hoover - I&reotor, Federal Bnreen of Investigation 
<fc»AU> U K. 9'JVi 

rm: awtrtca msr rjiarr 



10, 3A5^ 



■Jfc 



wloeed far row infaro.Ttion and for th* 



c ^_-v Eneloeed far twit liifarnntlon and for thk nforevitfon of the eashington 

Weld Divia' an are photostatic ooplcre of a forn l«^|or dated •Tebniary - XSiiS", 
eartionwL "Courage ftmrded," wtton Sfclth appear* to be dletributine «t the 
present tism. Fran m aWMlnitlaa of this fan letter it It noted that 3sdtA 
state a In the fifth paragraph on r*€* ono that thaj m opening headquarter* for 
a Xat'r-nal aaerganoy Condttoo and a Nationalist Looty in naeWngton, D. C* 

The Washington laid DlTialon Should bo on the alert Xbr any ! ran cation 
that such a nationalist headquarters la actually established V Sadth in the 
Hetrlet of ColmsfeSe* So active lnvestlgat* on should ho conducted In thlo 
connect.* on, Ifcrtar.tr* It la desired that ar r on goft on ta bo rode through Informants 
for the Washington field Bin s* on to bo pnaapUjr edMeed of tho opening of such 
headquarters. 

T3» !taivan hAB boa: adrlia 4 that the Detroit Boll 00 Departernt la 
invest' eating the activities of cargo Vaee, who woo a candidate for om.ee 00 the 
AatrLcA Plrat Party ticket in the refloat electa one, Voee J a reported to bo 
fated In the 5tatler Hotel at Detroit where he la engaged in ©rcanJaing 
tionalist Veterans Organisation* Ttte information relative to Toon and hla 
Vrltlee aho Id bo of aoslitano* to yon in your further investigation of tha 
' Toned natter* 
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0$w# Memorandum • united st .res government 



TO : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI * 

SAC, Detroit 

GERALD L. KrSKITH 
/y AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITJ 
SEDITION 




date: March 5t 1945 



*780"< 



H 



Supplementing our recent letter relative to the 
meeting whlch/gubje ct aaTH is to ho ld in Chicago in the 
near future, 



It is requested that the Chicago Field Division 
make arrangements to obtain adequate coverage of thia meeting 
through informants and submit a report thereof at an early 
date. In accordance with the past policy in the handling of 
the Subject's meetii^s, it is poinded out that bo agent should 
attend ^this meeting but that the coverage should be effected 
solely through informants. 
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Office Menu* widum 



TO 



Wrom 



director, FBI 



UNITED Siaijio GOVERNMENT 
date: March 9 f 1945 



SAC, Detroit 

subject: GBRAU) L. KrSMITH 
^AMERICA FIRST PARTI 
IMTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVER! 



( 



The Detroit Police Department advised thie morning that 
a report had been receired from Chicago to the effect that an unknown 
follower of SMITH had been murdered and crucified in Chicago last night 
or early today • Subsequent accounts of this incident in the Detroit papers 
indicate that the individual was one FRE^IALSCHER of Chicago; that he was 
apparently the leader of some sort of cuZtj and that he was not murdered 
but was only Injured and is still alive, and that the police of Chicago 
have some doubt ae to the authenticity of the 'incident. 



( 




Any further developments will be reported to the Bureau. 
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«**». BkfitMl Of »WFS7fSArK* 

J s vmmun or us** 
M«HMICATi(HKSHffl OT 

MAR I^JMB 

WASH FROM CHICAGO 8 13 7-0$ PM 
'CONF TO DIRECTOR AND SAC DETROIT 
URGENT 

. - & 

SYAY. GERALD L. K. SMITH, INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION. REFERENCE MY 
LETTER DATED MARCH TENTH LAST ADVISING THAT SMITH IS TO SPEAK AT A 
RALLY UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE TO BE 
HELD ON THE EVENING OF MARCH FIFTEENTH NEXT AT TEMPLE HALL, CHICAGO. 
LENGTHY ARTICLE IN CHICAGO TRIBUNE TODAY REFLECTS THAT MORE THAN ONE 
HUNDRED TELEGRAMS WARNING OF POSSIBLE BLOODSHED IF SMITH IS PERMITTED 
TO SPEAK HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THE PLASTERERS UNION, AFL, WHO RENTED THE 
10 mHHH |l CHICAGO ATTORNEY. |^|HHHF 
OF THE UNION WHO ACTEJLUUKfttkF OF T* UNION III RENTING THE 
HALL STATES THAT | | §^0^ THE UNION THAT SMITH WAS GOING TO 
DISCUSS THE POLISH QUESTION, BUT HE^ SUBSEQUENTLY LEARNED THAT SMITH \ 

WAS TO SPEAK ON NATIONALISM. SMITH REPORTEDLY TELEPHONED THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE UNION YESTERDAY AND SAID THAT HIS PREPARED SPEECH WAS 
IEVOID «** OF STATEMENTS OFFE ff lg TO RAC.aT « *E UGIJH UM^/Q 
AND SUGGESTED TO^^AT T * ^tON^^l^^^fe^^ 

r f*" T [ 0RU * ,TH AUTH0R,TT T0 8T0P THC «ffK & W&VWKf OBJECT, ,/ 




_ *Ht NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT STATE 
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PAGE TWO 

fcEETING WERE ALSO MADE BY T 



H£/CH 



tCAGO COUNCIL AGAINST RACIAL AMD 



RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION/CHICAGO CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE, AND THE 
^NAI B'RITH ANT I -DEFAMATION LEAGUE. 




VOLUNTARILY TELE PHONIC ALLY ADVISEE THIS OFFICE TODAY THAT THE UNION 

HAD RENTED THE HALL DIRECTLY Tog W AND STATED THAT I'K 

THE UNION HAD BEEN FLOODED WITH CALLS FROM PERSONS EITHER APPROVING OR 

DISAPPROVING THEIR ACTION IN PERMITTING SMITH TO SPEAK. PLANS FOR 

COVERAGE OF MEETING OUTLINED IN REFERENCE LETTER WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

AND BUREAU AND DETROIT WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED OF ANY PERTINENT 

DEVELOPMENTS. 

DRAYTON 

DE ADVISED 

ACK PLS 

6 Cl.'.W • ?:-**-' 
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Office Memorandum • united staius government 



tf 



TO 



.IX • FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI 

SAC, Chicago 

GERALD L. K. SMITH 
* AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



DATE; 



March 10, 1945 



Reference is made to a teletype from the Detroit office dated February 7, 
1945, and a letter from the Detroit office dated March 3, 1945, both of which 
pertnin to a projected speech by the subject to be given in Chicago. 




This office has effected arrangements whereby several confidential 
informants of this office will be in attendance at the meeting and will furnish 
full written reports concerning the operations, activities, and persons in 
attendance. This office will thereupon immediately submit a report setting 
forth all of this information to the Bureau and the Detroit Field office. 



CC: DETROIT (2) AM3D 
Enc. 2 - ^ETROIT 



hi 



AIRMAIL, 
SPSCIAL DELIVERY 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEEiX [ i ^CLASSIFIED 

DATE * /»M. W*£i*£lz<~~ 
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Office Memorandum • united staves government 



TO 



SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, Detroit 

GERALD L. K. SMITH 
» AMERICA FIRST PARTY 

FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT OF 192$ 



DATE: 



torch 13, 1945 



HERNAilla DOMAN, former Secretary to the Subject SMITH, who left 
SMITH* sWploy in November, 1945 and thereafter moved to Edcouch, 
Texas, his now returned to Detroit and apparently will live in 
this city for an indefinite period. 




In view of the Bureau letter of January 30, 1945 and Detroit tele- 
type to the Bureau dated February 8, 1945 stating that DOMAN was 
no longer a resident of Detroit, the above information is being 
furnished for guidance in any further investigation of this natter. 
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Mr. 



FBI DETROIT x., fi M DAT£ oft^t^Si^UEk^^ 

S* ■ 3-16-45 1-37 PM OT MCM ! £" 

.^ECTOR URGENT ' <&^. 

SHAY '7T* 

omld L. k^smith America first party, federal corrupt PRACTIc£ , 

ACT OF NINETEEN TOmy riV£> R£url£ts jANuftRy THmy ^ nMu ^ 
FIFTEEN, FORTY FIVE, REVESTING INTERVIEW E BERNAR^ DOKAN. BE 
ADVISED R E PORT RECEIVED FRO M WASHINGTON F I ELD DIVISION covering 
INVESTIGATION TH E R E AND UNLEss ,„,„„ TQ ^^ ^^ ^ 

BE «ADE TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DOMAN IN DETROIT MEDIATELY AFTEP 
MARCH EIGHTEEN, FORTY FIVE. ,/d j 

;wi ^ - ^3 n ;<■ 67 



l"5g T>N K FBI WA OVMO r^j^ N 
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TITLE: * 
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FILE: 100-8136 
REPORT i.'-AES 31: 



L. K. jIJITH, vfith aliasc s 

. FlhSI PARTY 



CHARACTER: 

PJTERF.X SECURITY - G 

3ECIF.ITY LETTER; SEDITION 
i FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT 
I OF 1925 



Si. "OPS 



material ;::ade a /ailable by Congressman CLI'.-TO. dDERSOi: 
-= wall as material fro::; the File Clerk's Off a e of the 
i-.ousg of Ha present at ivas, sst out. Latter includes a 
EtD.ter.ent of ths .--.srica First Party's expenditures fro::. 
::cv3:.0: 3 r 7, 1?1:L, until January 1, 19u£, Pertinent 
r.-terisl res ..r^in~ C-3ULD L. K. 3,JTK and America First 
.fart;- be in-- transmitted to the rurs.au and Detroit Field 
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n :3R.-.Li: L. K. 5-.ITH and the «marica First Party. He made available the fol- 
lo—inq; material which he advised he did net desire to be returned « He re- 
quested that he ba advised of the identity of instant material by letter, 
■"hich has been done. It is noted that the complete correspondence between 
Congressman i'iKD3RS0N and Si ITH had apparently net been retained by Congress- 
man *.!Tj3RS0N, The following quoted material w ;as all that ?:as available in 
his files. 

1. .. carbon copy of a letter dated ^ugust 29, l?lih, to G3ULD L. K. SIXTH, 
America First Party, from Chairman, Campaign Expenditures Committee, 
House of Representatives, 

"In accordance '?ath the provisions of H, Res. $51, 78th Congress, the 
special committee appointed pursuant thereto to invest irate campaign 
expenditures reyiests that there be furnished the follo'ving informa- 
tion in rerards to collections of money an r i expenditures for and on 
behalf of candidates for nomination and election to the House of Re- 
presentatives and candidates for nomination and election as President 
and Vice President of the United States: 

"I. The amounts of money subscribed and contributed, the value of 
services rendered, an' -1 the facilities made available to or on behalf 
cf eich such candidate in connection "'ith any suc'i campaign or fcr the 
purpose of influencing votes cast or to be cast at any convention, 
primary or qeneral election held during the calendar year 19U4. 

"2. The use of any other means or influence for the purpose of aiding 
or influencing the nomination or election o" any such candidate. 

"3» The amounts o -" money received, an:- from "tiom; the amourits contri- 
buted, and to "vhomj the amounts ex ."■■ended, and for v.hcm — anr' any amounts 
received — in connection ":ith any such elections. 

"u. The manner and method of rrisin.7 such funds and of expending and 

c on t rib ua ing s ame . 

t! 5. Th-e nature and purpose of such -expenditure, — -\*h ether the funds con- 
tributed ""ere solicited from '.our organization by the candidates, or 
any one of them or v ;ere spent -:1th or rithout the knowledge of the can- 
didates. 

"This information is, no -loubt, riariilp m. /.liable in the records of 
y.>:,r organization, Its )arly receipt "111 be helpful in completing informa- 
tion in the files of the committee. 

,! -x cop;- of H. Res. 55l, mentioned above, -.rid -r ".'\-hich the committee is 
authorized, is enclosed for ? cur information. The cona.iotee expects to held 
hearings on this subject between no- and election day." 

-?- 



■7F0 100-81*86 

2. Letter dated September 11, I9hk, which is duplicate of above quoted 
letter. 

3. Letter dated September 11, 1911, of G3tCIE L. K. SITTH to Congressman 

cli;;ton p. ,j:d2Rson. 

"In response to your letter of August 29, -rill say t:s are preparing 
the answers to your questions. Our candidates for President and Vice 
President sp3nt no money in campaigning for the nominations, il care- 
ful record is being kept of our campaign contributions and expenditures. 
It '.vill be a simple matter for us to answer any question you desire 
concerning our sources of revenuj and expenses of campaign funds," 

h. Letter dated November 25, 19kh 9 to G£vXD L. K. SilITH, signed, "Chairman." 
This is a carbon copy. 

"In checking the files of our Committee, I do not find that you have 
furnished information concerning expenditures of the ^jn erica First 
Party and its predecessor from January- 1, I9hh to date of election, 
and the only list of contributions in excess of $100 th::t *ve have on 
file is a copy of the list furnished the San ate Committee on Campaign 
Expenditures, v/hich you rare kind enough to furnish to us. 

"In the information furnished the Senate Committee, a copy of -vhich 
you furnished us, it appears that there were expenditures from January 
1, I9hh t to Sept amber 1, 19hh, in a total amount of $39,370.65. There 
is no break-do'-Ti of this amount as is required under the Corrupt Prac- 
tices .-.ct. It ■■111 be rppreciated if you can furnish the Committee de- 
tailed information both as to this item and as to contributions as is 
required under the Statute." 



5. Carbon copy of letter of Congressman ^L'TJ3RS0N to 
dated November 30, 19hh. 



?-XD L. K. SyiTH 



"I have your letter of November 25. I do not kno'v anything about the 
material that /altar "Vinchell has been using in his broadcast. As a 
matter of fact the item you refer to "."as used by him on No verb er 12 at 
a time ••.hen I ""as out on a ranch in Ke'-: ^exico, a long distance from 
even a radio, so I didn't hear ""hat he said. 

"Therefore, '"hen I returned to Washington I asked for a copy of his 
broadcast for November 12 an'- 1 his comment is that your Party failed to 
comply ■:;ith the la"' involved in the Corrupt Practices .^ct. He said, 
'The ^nderson Coamittee claims Smith's organization is purely political. 
Up to nov", hc'evar, no thin r has been don 2 about it or Gerald & frith. "Thy 
is tais? If you or your aatfs parked your car overtime, you "-ould either 
pay a fine or £o to jail, "That makes a rabble rouser such as Gerald L. K, 
Smith immune from any la"'.*? /hat influence ha^ he any 'ay? ,*s one of the 

-3- 
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6. 



7. 



?. 



voices on the air — for the ..'.en and 7/omen who have none— I intend to find 
out. Unless, of course, Cong. Anderson's vonderful cominittae scoops me. 1 

"Of course the situation is that you are required to file certain types 
of reports* The lav; required this and not .my special committee of the 
Congress. If you fail to file those rejortf the proper investigating 
committees have to certify that information to the Attorney General who 
may or iik.v not take some action about it. But I don't think }"ou should 
be distressed by that fact because 1 feel sure you vail want to file a 
prope?^ listing of expenditures. 

"An explanation v/as mads of the/.riends of Democracy and there is a re- 
port to the Committee on th3 s! urce of their revenue. The hearing has 
just come from the printer thi> corning and I am enclisin- a copy for 
your information." 

Telegram dated December 16, l?bU, 1 rom CLII-TON P. AKD3R3 OIC, Chairman, 

to C-ERALD L. K. SIvilTH, Founder. 

"Statement of contributions and axpenditures filed "vith the Senate Cam- 
paign Expenditures Committee sv ov;ing an expenditure of $39,000 plus does 
not asree v'ith statement filed ".vith Clark of House November 2U shoving 
expenditure of $10,000 plus. Please furnish explanation and c or.pl ate 
information by 'Wednesday next-" 



Tele fir am. dated December 19, 2.9hk, from ?.0B3RT 3/ LAISSRT, Clerk to 
GEFiALD L. K. SMITH, Founder. / 

"Campaign Expenditures Committee trying to close its affairs and make 
final report. Please expedite st items'". t of complete contributions and 
expenditures and explanation of difference in statement filed vith 
Senate Committee and with Clerk of House." 

Tele Err am dated December 20, I9lh, from R. 3.JLAJiiiSSRT, Clerk, t.c GERALD 
L. K. S1..ITK, Founder. 

"Telegram sent you December 19 v;as upon direction of Chairman ANDERSON. 
Our Committee finishes its v;ork next ^eek ana cannot -ait longer for 
your report « Particularly for clarification of discrepancy between 
$39,000 expenditure listed in report to Senate Committee -and $10,000 
listed with House Clerk. He wrings at Detroit only alternative if re- 
port not received.- 

T-:ro page original letter of GEF^LD L. K, SMITH to Congressman ANDERSON 
dated December 19, 19UU. 

"Your telegram dated December 16 ~.vas received the same day. On the 
afternoon of the 16th, as you ".'ill recall, I telephoned you commenting 
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on the telegram, and this letter is pursuant to that telephone call. 

"It -"as my understanding v4ien I appeared before your Connaittee that ycu 
desired the information -re forwarded you, ^hich ras a duplicate of that 
"'hich v-as requested by the Green Committse. 

tr Jhen --re reported to th3 Clerk of the House via made the breakdown in $10 
expenditures and $100 gifts from the first of September on. As you prill 
recall, the America First Party as a political party seeking the elec- 
tion of federal officials came into bsin~ September 1. 

"Prior to that vre had exist 3d as an organization committee for the pur- 
pose of educating our constituents on the formation of a party. Te had 
contributed no money and givsn no support to the election of any Federal 
officials, 

"Ko-vevsr, as I told you over the telephone, v/e are happy to cooperate 
"1th you 100%. It is our feeling that we have fulfilled the require- 
ments of the Corrupt Practices Act, but *ve are only too happy to go 
further v.'ith you in helping you to fulfill your responsibility to the 
Congress. 

"You 7,111 recall that 1 told you over the t el 3 phone that tli3 man v;ho is 
familiar '.'.1th all of these figures is out of the city. Furthermore, he 
has suffered a positive reaction to TB and it has been necessary for him 
to leave the city and have his lung collapsed and submit himself to spe- 
cial treatment, 

"Therefore, it v.lll require some little time for us to prepare the neces- 
sary breakdown for your Committee the receipts of our special America 
First organization committee from January 1 to September 1, 19uii. As 
you v.lll recall, 1 ex plained this to you over the telephone and 1 novr 
put it in ";rit in g. 

"I make this point, however, ilr. Anderson, not as a substitute for a re- 
port, tut for your o:\ti conscience in the matter and in support of our 
integrity. A study of the amount and nature of our monthly expendi- 
tures as sho'.'/n from September 1 on,- could -rith a certain percentage of 
r 3 duct ion in th.3 total be considered an average for the year as it 
Pertains to proportionate amounts spent for postaga, mailing } handling, 
etc. 

"In other "vords, 7ith the exception of a fevr big meetings *-*hich entailed 
additional expanse during tha political campaign this fall, our routine 
expenditures prior to September 1 v-rer:- on about the same order. Be 
assured, Mr. Anderson, that -.73 have a. complete record of expenditures 
and receipts, and tts will prepare the breakdovrn yon request. 
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"I have no desire to ask for any favors, but added ; ',o the loss of a man 
by sickness, our second man in point of responsibility has been drafted 
less than three wesks ago. This means that the additional figures you 
request Trill hav3 to be prepared by a clerk entirely new to the pro- 
cedure. 

"Trusting that this letter answers your telegram of December 16, I re- 
main 

/s/ GERALD L. K. SKITH 

"P.S. In case there is any question concerning the fact that the gen- 
tleman referred to was stricken with TB, I will be glad to furnish, a 
doctor 1 s certificate. I make this suggestion in order that you may 
be assured that there was no alibi involved." 

10. Original letter of GERALD L. K. SLTTH to Congressman AMDHRSON dated 
December 20, 19hh 9 in which he points out that "so-, "JALTSa/INCHELL 
is financed by a rational corporation. 

"itir. .falter "Vinchell by the use of an expensive radio network has in- 
dulged in political campaigning across the years. «.t the very time 
that I T?as being called to appear before your Committee and make 
other reports concerning my political activities, Mr. Tine hell was 
indulging in bitter political and partisan attacks upon me, our Party, 
and my candidacy. He also participated in a campaign to defeat out- 
standing members of Congress and the United States Senate ♦ 

"May I point out to you that Mr. "VINCHELL is financed by a national 
corporation. May I further point out to you that it has been my im- 
pression that it "ffas illegal for a national corporation to contribute 
directly or indirectly to the support of political campaigners. 

"I would not call your attention to this incident ^ere it not for the 
fact that Mr. Tinchell in self -righteousness insists that you and 
others exact from me a pound of flesh and make me the victim of the 
letter of the law rather than the spirit of the lav/. 

"Consider the fact that the Democrats and Republicans both admit a total 
expenditure of nearly $1+0, 0OO_,00O, not counting money soent indirectly, 
locally, etc. Tnj" should I, with my little committee, existing on 
nickels and dimes, be made the victim of not ion -wide attacks by a nan 
like iir. 'Vinchell who is financed in his political excoriations by a 
national, corporation? 
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"I have no advice to offer your Coimaittee, but 1 have consulted '.'.'ell 
informed individuals ana the;- tall ma that ray point is -rail and 
fundamentally token. Suffice it to say, I chafe undar the thought 
that I i:.ust be put undar c. microscope of interrogation, :vhile a inan 
lika ..inchall is not avan qu jstioned concerning his use of corporate 
■"aalth to under-Trite his political and partisan attacks." 

11. Undated memorandum to Congressman ^D^RSON concerning «marica First 
rarty report attached to -"hich is a r a port in -vhich GJEiXD L. K. SI-..ITH 
statjs is correct "to tha bast of our knowledge." It is notad th:t 
this report is rods on bond paper rather than on tha original for;?. 

v;h i c h r as su p pc s a d to h ,.v a b -; m f i 11 3 d o ut . Copies of this m at or i r.l 
-•ith blank forms attached rill ba transmitted to the Bureau and De- 
troit Field Division as enclosures to this report; 

12. Copies of explanatory memo nan '~<uv.s -and copies of ^r. eric a First J? arty 
expenditures for September 1^ 19L1, through November 7, 19liii- It is 

noted that this information also "aas made available in the File Clerk's 
Office in th e house c f & a pr j s en t at i v a s -. nd " ■ ill be set o ut in ins t ant 
report. 

x3 • Congress:-. an - .\ D 3RS0ft also :a ■:; d j a va il ab 1 e three copies of t h = ii j ar in gs 
Before the Committee Ta Invest iaat a Campaign Sxpsndituras, Hr.ase Of 
Representatives, vaaich included testimony in the case of C-STULD L. K. 
3 IT H . xi c o py of this ml 11 hi d r ar.s .: . i 1 1 e d t c t he 3 ur ■ au an d D at r o it 
Field Division and on j "ill "cj retained in the files of this Office. 

Congressman ^aeEmSOK advised tiut Dr. J.::ESf3naL?0T\ Hi ad of the 
Unti-a'azi Learae, 165";. U6th ^treat, Ka--- York City, Me- York, had and is be- 
■ liavjd to have a girl planted in the office of G3ULD L. K. S^ITH. Congress- 
man .v'DZRJOi; stated that he believed that Dr. S-ELTOX might be persuaded to 
furnish the identity of this individual. 

The following ma t a rial v;as made available b;- itrs. IIJUOI-Z. OUT, 
File Clerh in the File Clerk's Office, nous a of Representatives. I- : noted 
ah.-.t airs. DGDD ad vis ad that photostatic copies could not be made of t. is 
material. 

"*I.3RICA FIRST F.JITY (letterhaad paper) 

GER..LD L. K. S, ITH 

FOUNDER 
October 16, ±9uh 

"mr. Scot thimble 
Clerk of the Housa of H epresantativas 
hashington, D. C. 
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"Dear i.r. Trimble: 

"I i"as nominated as candidate for if -8s i dent of the United States on the 
Ar.;erica First Ticket at the Nation J. Convention of the America First Party 
on August 30, 19kli. I ras qualified as a Nominee on September 1, 19hh* Be- 
t—een Se^tenber 1 and 10 no money "'as spent for the direct purpose of getting 
votes for me, but the America First J? arty, which became a national entry on 
August 29, 19Ui, collected and spent money during this period. Therefore, 
upon the advice of the Congressional Coiamittee on Caripai*n Expenditures 
headed by Representative Clinton P. Anderson, I am reporting to you the re- 
C3ipts and expenditures of the America First Party for th-:t period as a 
demonstration of good faith and on the assumption thit it is difficult to 
differentiate between my candidacy and the activities of the Party. 

"The same :vill apply to J*r. Harry Romer, St. ^enry, Ohio, en did ate for 
Vice President. 

"Attached is the information referred to. 

/s/ GEEUiD L. K. SrJTK" 

"ivlemo Concerning America First Party Receipts and Expenditures 
From September 1, I9ih 9 Through September 10, J9Uu 

" Expenditures 

"Expenditures of $10 or more: 

"Embassy Press, Detroit (printing) pd. 9— 5— Jj.ii *,-200.00 

Gregory, itayer & Thom, Detroit (pencil) pd. 9-5-Ui 10.30 

Michigan Bell Telephone Co., Detroit, pd'. 9-2 -Lu 10$. 30 

Standard Paper Co,, Detroit (pr^er) ?d. 9-2 -Ui 21.00 

Lrs. David Stanley, Cleveland (hail rent) pd. 9-7 -U; 60.00 

Charles Madden, Pittsburgh (hall rent) pd. 9-8-iili 10.00 

Detroit Leland Hotel, Detroit, (rent) pd. 9-7-kh 07.52 

hCLa ^aper Co. Detroit (paper) pd. 9-7 -uu L2.90 

Michigan Bell Telephone Co., Detroit, pd. 9-8-i+u 11.25 

A. 3. Dick Co* (stencils) pd. 9-8-Ui 12 ,.93 

George T. Foster, Chicago ( hall rent) pd. 9-9-Ui 50.00 

Cerre, Inc.. Detroit (photo eng fc ) pd. 9-8-Ui 13.80 

Acrrie Letter Service, Detroit (cutting stencils) pd. 9-9-hh 17.50 

Cerre, Inc., Detroit (photo engO pd. 9-9 -LU 12.35 

jnbf.ssy Press, Detroit (printing;) pd.. 9-9-Ui 100.00 

ilficauley Office Supply, Detroit "pd. 9-9-UU 2ii.06 

Cerre, Inc., Detroit (photo eng.) pd. 9-8 -UU 10.9 

Postage, pd. 9-1 -Ut 375.00 

Total '1,197.92 
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"Other Sxpenditu"es : 

"bailing, stamp;\n~, handling 5-576.01* 

Expenditures o'c less than $10 261^.52 

Total &8U0.56 

TOTAL t AID OUT $2,038.Ii8 

Balance on hand 9-11-liU 789.80 

$2,828.28 

" Receipts 

"Contributions: (Between September 1 and 10, 19UU) 

"Contributions of 4100 or r.ore 3000,00 

Other contributions 687.63 

*Bal?nce on hand 9-1 -kh $2,11*0.65 

Total $2,828.28 

*Ba lance is money ~"hich vras turned over to the America First Party 
by Th3 America First Party Orrr.nizins' Commit tee," 

"No verb ar 2a, \9hh 

"i' : .r. South Trimble 
Office of the Cisrk 
house of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear dr. Triable: 

"The America First Political "arty came into existence August 31, 19uli. 
Campaign expenditures of the fcrty and nationwide campaign of Gerald 
L. K. Smith, Presidential candidate are therefore summarized in the at- 
tached memo r andun . 

"Th-j attached memorandum covers the period from September 1 through 
i. : ovenber 7 ? l?liU« 



Is/ G2RALD L. K. SLITH" 
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"November 2k, 19kk 

"xemo : 

"The attached report is based on figures ass ambled by Bernard A. Doman. 
Late in October iir. Boman, -"hen examined by a physician, showed a posi- 
tive reaction to tuberculosis. It ras nacsssary for hira to go under the 
doctor's care, involving the collapsing of his lung and his retirement 
from active "work, 

'L-r. Doman therefore dele gat 3d the preparation of this memorandum to a 
member of the staff. This involved some flight delay, which, of course, 
in no way should reflect upon the intent of tha committee to fulfill its 
obligation to the letter." 

"America First Party Expenditures - Septenbar 1st, 19kk — November 7 , ~L9kk 

Postage $ 1,865.00 

Hotel Expenses 553. Ok 

Telephone 357.05 

Hailroad Expenses 736.81 

nail Rentals 57k. 00 

rievrs paper Advertisements 369-36 

minting & Paper 3,009.1+8 

Expenses of Geo. Vose 139.97 
-ailing, stamping of literature by 

3. A. Doman and staff 2,176.20 

Miscellaneous Expenses 2QQ.QQ 

$ 10,000.91 
To Garald L. K. Smith .953*00 

3 10,953.91 

"Total Expenditures $10,953.91 

"Balance on hand November 7th, 19kh 23.19 

$10,973.10 

"America First Party receipts - Sept. 1st, 19uu — Nov. 7th, 19uu 
Donations and meetinr collections vlO, 978.10 
Total Receipts 510,976.10 
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102.81; 




125.80 




16.80 




23.52 




101.20 


•4' 


369.36 
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" Expenditures of $10.00 Or More T America First Party 

"Printing & Paper 

"Standard Paper Co. Detroit, kLchigan £ 72.02 

Acr.e Paper Co., Detroit, iiich. 269.02 

Cerre Inc., Detroit, iiich. 121,56 

AcB3 Letter Shop, Detroit, ivlich. 2,1,37.30 

Snfcassy Press, Detroit, Llich. [-9-60 

Cnmpbell Letter Shop, Detroit, Mich. h2» h8 

C- 3,009.18 

1 ' U s ■ vs p ap a r ^d v 3 r t is e: ..e nt s 

11 3 agin a".': Mgv:s, Sa~ina ,,r , Mich, 
r^ontiac Press, Pontiac, Mich. 
Huron Nav.-s, Bad Ax a, Mich. 
Huron County J-ribune, Br.;"' Axe, Mich. 
Ki-lamazoo Gazette, Kalamazoo, liich. 



"Hail Centals 

'George r ostar, Chicago, 111. $ 50.00 

Kiel Auditorium,. St. Louis, Mo. 70.00 

Jaffarson Hdl, Milwaukee, "fis. 27.00 

Public Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio 77.00 

Klsinhans J^usic Kail, Buffalo, N.I. 65.00 

Alcazar auditorium, 3?.ltL:iore, Lid. 50.00 

Carnegie Library , Pittsburgh, Pa. u5.00 

Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich. 82.50 

City Auditorium, Saginaw, Mich 20.00 

Masonic Temple, Kalamazoo, Mich. 30.00 

Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich, 57*50 

; 57lu00 

"Hotel Expenses 

"Blacks tone Hotel, Chicago, 111. .,, 97.30 

Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis, Minn. 37.20 

Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, "is. 31.10 

Statler Hotel, St. Louis, Mo, 38,32 

Statler Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio 90.30 
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"3tatler *otel, Buffalo, New ^ork 
Pennsylvania Hotel, Na York City, N.Y. 
Ballsvue-St art ford Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa, 
Statler Hotel, ".'Washington, D. C. 
"fai. Penn, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
"Venonah Hotel, 5 ay City, Lich. 
Ir/'in Hotel, Bad Axe, iviich. 
Nev Ivurdick Hotel, Kalamazoo, i- ich. 



$ 5 



9 r 10 
U6.97 
26,95 
93.63 
53,53 
12.10 

u.5o 

12. 1U 

537HT 



"Railroad Expenses 

"Detroit - Minneapolis 
. inneapolis - i..al:vaukae 
Lalvrauke 3 .- Chicago 
Chicago - 3t. Louis 
St. Louis - Richmond, Ind. 
Richmond - Cleveland 
Cleveland - Buffalo 
Buffalo - I-Jsr York City 
Mev; York City - Philadelphia 
Philadelphia - "'Washington, D. C 
"Washington - Baltimore - ""Washington 
"Washington - Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh - Detroit 
I-Iisc. Exp. (Taxi, Tips, Porters, etc.) 

"Telephone Expenses 
"Bell Telephone Co., Detroit, Io.ch. 

"Other Expenses 

M| 'i3or; r 3 Vosj, Kalamazoo, L!ich. (Travalirv: Exps.) 

"co;:t::i.:/jtors of ::o-.e than $100.00 



"i ayn e , Penns yl vania 
nicago, 111. 




$ 98.66 
59.10 
7.33 
hO.35 
50.66 
15*00 
i5.51i 
79.73 
17.56 

16.00 
60. Us 

ho. 29 

211.00 
$ 736.81 



$ 357.05 



139.97 



115.00 
100.00 



"LIKIO: 



<t>1 



"Thi for 3 -icing report has beea c?iripil3d to th'j host of 
wi;. arrors vrhich nay be herein contained are clerical a 
in no case represent '"iilful uisrepresantations. 

"This report "-:as made by r.3 from figures compiled by D. 

/s/ Don Lohbeck" 



it ability. 
:'rors and 



A. Doman • 
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"House of Representatives 
Clerk r s Office 
"iashinrrton, D. C. 



"January 19, 19^5 



"Lr. Gerald L. K. Smith 
America First Party 
P.O. Box U59 
Detroit, Michigan 

"Dear Sir: 

"This will acknowledge receipt of your statement of receipts and ex- 
penditures, as Treasurer of the above Committee, for the period ended 
12/31 All, filed in this office pursuant to the Federal Corrupt Practices 
Act of 1925. 

/s/ South Trimble 

Clerk of the House of Representatives" 

"America First Party 
Gerald L. K. Smith 
Founder 

"Post Office Box lx<9 

Detroit, Michigan 
January 13, 19h5 

"*.jt. South Trimble 
Clerk's Office 
r:TiS3 of :ce preservatives 
iashin^ton, D. C, 

"Dear *..r. Triable: 

"nere'vith is the report of the America First Party from November 7 through 
Dece.^er 31, 19hk. 

"Tnia slight delay, as per our letter to you on January 5, 19u5> is due to the 
fact "Chat the on 3 charged ^vith the kaepin^ of this account ??as drafted in 
December. 

/s/ GERALD L. K. SLIITK" 
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,f ^iISRIGA FIRST P.4HTY J3t -S/DITURHS 
^oy, 7, 19UU - Jan 1, 19U5 



It Pr'-i 



rintinr and Paper 



tt t~ :- 



assy Press 
«c~3 Paper Co. 
..liLc. Printing 



" .-. ddr e s s i rip 



»-' JOT 



?r Christiansen 



"i-iiil r,ent- als 

"hook - Cadillac not si, ih-lish Rm. 

"Telephone 

"I^ich. S3 11 Telsphons Co. 

"Postage 

i- : a i 1 in "" , >Ian c 1 in ; and Expr s s s 
hisc. 3x-3nses 



tI"?^o a-i 



ipts For Nov. 7 through Dec. 31, l?Ui 
On -and hov. 7, 19hh 

"3x. -r.ditures - hov. 7 through Dec. 31, l?Ui 

3al. on Jan. 1, 19l5 

"\-r:;aid 31 Us 

" jS...'j ass*" Press 



1,293.36 

296.03 

35-10 



109.75 
32.50 

131.90 

1,529.79 

1,7L.1.62 

203. h.2 



Grand Total % 5,123. h9 



C 5,991.62 

23.19 

$ 6, Oil- 81 

$ 5,U23.U9 
591.32 

% 1,000.00 



11 T'- 



i.jov3 reoort has been con. oiled to the best of oiir ability. Any 



e r r o r s v: a ic h :a ay b 3 h are in c ont a in z i 
v:ilf ul mis r j ore s ent at ions . " 



ilerical and in no case represent 



:.W*«*«I 

^ s .i®HL Counsel for the Special Corrriittee to Invest i- 

~ste C amba ( ^^^^g^^^yzg^^co;.unorily referred to as the Green Committas, 

o-j.^ I V* ^ n v - £ t i at r for ins t ant c ommi t t e e , r=ade ^'^ 

availabT^L^^V^T^concerriing' GERALD L. K. STTK and th3 America First 
Coi-j-ittee. The following material ^hich is S3t out v.'as the only material 
■.' 3rtin.3nt to instant matter. 
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1. Letter from R031HT -X.IUPPHY to Llr. "SiALD L. K. SLIITH dated January 12, 

-jgi.c 1 

"There v;as addressed to you on October 23, 19Ui» a questionnaire for this 
C'jj.nittae requ^stiii"" information regarding the receipts and expenditures 
■i.l t'.ii — ichigan Federation for Americanization. 

"-'■i^ is no record in this o'fice of having received the executed form 
fro..: you. A duplicate of the fori, is er closed Tvith trie reoueso that 
t:.e information requested be supplied not later than January 22, 19k?, 
v.'i I h this a;-, end:: e nt : un de r :. u e s t ions h ( g ) and k ( i ) t he d at e £ be 
chan-ed fro.:: September 1, 1>U, to December 31, 19U;." 

2. Letter fro;.: GIF^LD L. K. ai-CITK to tha Special Co.mr.ittee to Investigate 
Presidential, Vic 3 Presidential, and Senatorial Campaign Expenditures, 
19Lh 9 Unit 3d 3 1 at e s Sen at e , T3 7as n in ,rt on , D • C • , At t ent ion, I- !r * 1 .03SRT 
T. L7JP.PKY. 

11 i cur letter of January 12 relative to the Federation of Americanization 
of l lie hi --an is at hand. For your information this organization ices not 
contribute to the campaign fund of an;- political candidates. It is 
strictly a non-partisan, educational or r an iz at ion. 

"--.lt'-:ou : "'h I aa not an officer in this organization, it is generally 
', 3 1 i 2 v e d t a :' t i air t a j 6. .. t e r m in i n v f s c t a r in firing it s policy. 7 h e r ■:? - 
fore, I am happy to cooperate ~"ith you in helping to fulfill the re- 
s possibility of pear Cora.it tee. 

"It is easy to account for thj failure of the one char -red -:ith the re- 
spond ioi lit;- of answer in" your former correspondence relative to t'nis 
matter. In Dece..:bjr, he -vas drafted. In order to fill out the blanks 
'•/hich you sent to :ae, it vrill be neces^ar 1 for an exchange of c or res pond- 
er, c e b e t ■ v e o a Detroit an d t \\ j c a::. p in "■ "■ j i c h ?n officer of t h e Feder at i on 
is no?: located. 

"It is our opinion that the Federation does not cone " 7 ithin the re- 
sponsibility of -"our Coraaittee, but there is no indorsation you seek 
v-r.ich any honorable organization should desire to hide. Therefore, I 
am recommending to the officers of the Fj deration thnt they prepare a 
report "vhich Trill ar.sv/er the questions contained in the forms you mailed 
to ...e Januarv 12. 



"lou ask that it be completed by January 22, Therefore, I ask 
immediate reply, dealing '-it-: the following statement of fact. 



an 
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"Because of the fact that the on; charged v;ith the responsibility of 
keeping Vacords of the Federation for the yser 19k 1 :, has just boon 
drifter, it ^ill require about t*?o rraeks for the proper exchange of " 
correspondence ?jid preparation of detail. Within about tv/o -reeks I 
am sure that the report could be completed and on its '.vay to you. 
If, however, this is unsatisfactory, v:e can mail you a r a port by the 
22nd of January, with the reservation that 773 have the right to amend 
it after further detail has been developed through our compatriot, who 
is no-; out cf the city. 

"I -.vould al'jo like reply to th3 following inquiry: 

"Some mont'as a.eo I petitioned your Committee to investigate certain 
organizations which 1 absolutely kna" to b3 spending money and c on duct - 
ir. ' cai.i^ai^ns in opposition to my candidacy for the ^residency on the 
Am eric r. First Party ticket. To data I have received no recognition of 
tais Jrruir: other than a brief reel: T t :■ the effect that vou received 
my iy:ter. ~ 

"Is \t your purpose to have any more public h ;arin°:s "■■ r ithin the near 
future? If so, I should like to appear before your Committee and make 
c attain recommendations for legislation dealing ~<ith certain typos of 
Propaganda groups in iimerica. if your Committee is willing to hear my 
'^commendations, I shall be happy to appear in person, if it is physi- 
cally possible. If this is not possible, v;ould you be ".vlllin-r to re- 
ceive a ".■"ritten recommendation from, me concerning these mrtters? 

"Believe me, I shall appreciate a prompt reply to this letter. 

"3 3 it understood that if it vrill facilitate your work, v;e shell do ail 
in our power to get the report in the mail by the 22nd, hut if I can 
have a letter from you widening the latitude in this matter, I am sure 
the officers of the federation will appreciate it. 

"as you entertain the complaints of my enemies, vrho constantly visit 
v e rnme n t c ur e aus an a % o ve mm en t c ommi 1 1 e e s , m ak in g libelous accusa- 
tions against my patriotism, etc., may I remind you of the following. 

"l..y only son, Gerald L. K. Smith, Jr., had six years of military train- 
ing. At aee 1G he was inducted into the Service and became a Buck tVi- 
v-:.te f mule skinner. ' he t::.s talc en to the Burrria theater. There he 
volunteered for a suicide engagement in -vhich more than 200 out of 300 
men -"ere killed. Kis citations no - ;; include the Purple Heart, the Sil- 
ver Star, the ^residential Citation, anr 1 numerous other reco -nit ions 
for heroic service., he is no:- in a Burma hospital," 
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3. Latter from -052RT T. JiURPHT to Mr. GERALD L» K. SMITH dated January 
18, 1915. - $ff 

"I wishuto acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 15th relative 
to the^Federation of Americanization of Michigan. It is noted that- 
you definitely state that this Committee neither received nor expended 
any funds on behalf of any political party. In the absence of any evi- 
dence to the contrary, your statement is accepted as reply to the in- 
quiry. It will not be necessary, therefore, for this organization to 
file the questionnaire form which was directed to you. 

"Rslative to your request for appearance before the Committee and your 
refer 3nce to complaint filed by you, 1 wish to inform you that the in- 
vasti.7ative powers of this Committee expired as of Dec amber 31, 19hk> 
and, at the present time, we are engaged only In the assimilation of 
facts for tie preparation of a r sport for Congress," 

h. Letter from GSRALD L. K. SlITH to the Special Committee to Investigate 
Presidential, Vice ^residential, and Senatorial Campaign irpenclitures 
19hk 3 United States Senate, Washington, D. C, Attention Lir. ROBERT T. 

MURPHY, Counsel. 

"Thanks for your letter of January IS. I stand ready to cooperate with 
you at any time." 

Inquiry by Special Agent V B disclosed that telephone 

number Atlantic-3598 is listed 'to R A LPh L. "AERi-IAN, 1921 N Street, K. E. 

The material set out in this report which was furnished by Congress- 
nan ANDERSON and Mr. R0B3RT T. I-IURPHY is bjing retained in the files of the 
Washington Field Division. 

Enclosure to ; Bureau 
Detroit 

Undated memo to Cong res siuon AKDERSON initialed GLKS, attached 
to which is a copy of answers to questionnaire for Indepen- 
dent Jrolitical Committees with blank questionnaire attached 
and copy of appendix memo also initialed GLKS. 

Copy of Hearings Before The Committee To Investigate Cam- 
paign iSxpenditures, House of Representatives dated October 

3, 19Uw 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



THE NET YORK FIELD DI VISION 
At New Y ork City 
Till, if. deemed 




m , and also 

-- >a possible or desirable for the Detroit 

Field Division to contact this individual. 



In 



O-.ie copy of this report is being designated for the San Antonio 
T 'ield Division inasmuch as there is investigation to be con- 
ducted by that office upon receipt of instant report. 
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Pre* en ezaetmUen of this report 11 1* noted thai there has 

Included In the character nBtcraal Bmsrtear - 0| Sacority fttterf Sedltloo* 
la ed&tl *) to the character tat rorth la the eap%i<a of thie latter* Iaaaaueh 
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M.« ©enaaetlcRe »i|||Ral2^£ £ Bieram# the reference on tale p«ce to the report 
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Director, FBI 



Urdrral Bureau of Irtursttgiitton 

finite 2) ftates Department of lustire 

Detroit, Michigan 
March 17, 1945 

ALL IMFOPBTION COHTMHED 
HEREIN \i UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE— i°fafaJ8tes&zfi c ~' 




QummwuAi r 



Dear Sir: 




d7 

Be: v GERALD L. K. SMITH 
0/ AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER} SEDITION 



he 



DECLASS 



■ . XL i 

sWpB Yy/y 



jllowing information haa been received from 
J, whose identity ia known to the Bureau, con- 
cerning tne activities or the Subject, SMITH, during the period from 
February 28 to March 15, 1945, inclusive. 

During the past few weeks most of SMITH'S activity 
has been devoted to preparing for a meeting of his followers, which was 
held in Chicago on March 15, 1945. SMITH haa had some difficulty in 
obtaining a hall for his meeting in Chicago and was finally able to 
arrange for the rental of the Temple Hall, 33^So^^y^^^^f^^yenue . 
Arrangements were made for this hall through I |of 

Chicago, who is said to be the attorney for JCS5P!«EwiIxiA!5^oneof 
the sed^^jntrto^defen^^^^ Assistance, was also received by SMITH 
from ■ Wand •fSjxpSf^ft, both of Chic ago. 



J>?J> 






The hall referred to is one "In which CEORC^FCSTER of 
Chicago, head of the Constitutional Americans, has been holding meetings 
regularly. 

SMITH claims that hia difficulty in arranging for a 
meeting place in Chicago has been (tie to & Jewish campaign against him 
and he told a reporter for the Chicago Times recently that at his meeting 
on March 15 he intended to discuss and outline the^Technique of Terror*- - 
that has been organised against nationalists in Chicago by an unwise and 
ruthless element of the population. 

About 1,500 invitations were sent out prior to the 
meeting and a large crowd was in attendance at the meeting. The affair 
received considerable publicitjrin the Chicago papers prior to Jlarch 15? 

' RECORDED 
COPIES DESTROYED * 

206 0C1 xo 1964 
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Letter to the Director Be: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

March 17, 1945 



[, theaChicago Sun unri'lea a wmb 





According to SMITH, the ^&hicago Su n curTled a amber 
^ — ■ of "smear stories" about him and the Jews had organized a campaign to 

i 4 persuade thejjElaaterers* Union, the owners of the hall, to cancel the 

rental arrangement with SMITH. 

On March 13, there were articles in both the Chicago 
Tribune and the Chicago Sun relative to the SMITH meeting. The Tribune 
article appeared under the headline, "100 Tele grama Warn of Bloods] 
Smith Talks." SMITH stated he had previously telegraphed _^_^^_ 

of the union, suggesting that the union nave a c< 

>rm with power to atop the meeting if anything objectionable 
was said by him. 

yy The Chicago Tribune articles stated that tn »7giyAJ-^ 
Liberties.. Union ^^»Nai B'rith, and other organizations were opposing 
SMlTiT's appearance. SMITH remarked to ^J^tgg that the Tribune had done 
all right by him and that he considered the situation "as hot as a fire 
cracker." He advised j(Jf||B r that if, after all that publicity, the Jews 
succeeded in pre ventingfSP meeting from being held, it would do SMITH 
more good than if they actually had the meeting. He did not think the 
prospect of bloodshed would cut down the crowd any, since he does not 
have any timid people among his followers and most of them are "blistered 
and tanned, flea-bitten and calloused," 

In describing the meeting shortly after it had ended, 
SMITH stated that during the afternoon of March 15, three gangsters had 
entered the hall with a gun and had thrown six stink bombs, but that 
fifty police surrounded the place and cleaned it out. At eight o'clock, 
as the meeting was about to start, the place was full, and "they" tried 
to pack the place by the use of counterfeit tickets. They then charged 
the hall with a mob of five hundred Communists. There were from fifty 
to one hundred police aurrounding the hall during the meeting, but in 
spite of the police, many windows were knocked out. The people inside the 
hall, however, remained in perfect decorum and SMITH spoke for two hours 
and ten minutes. 

Following his talk FJSTER spoke and SMITH left throutfi 
the back entrance and was taken to his hotel in a polios scout car. There 
were many pictures taken of various phases of the meeting. ^ 

~v&m ■ < ; -"' ' 
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Latter to the Director Be: CERAID L. K. SMITH 

March 17, 1945 



On March 9, 1945* Juflt a few days before the above-T 
mentioned meeting, an individual named FHEDKffAISCHER of 1134 Drummond 
Street, Chicago, was found nailed to a croea in Chicago, and upon 
investigation it was noted that he had some of SMITH'S literature on 
his person and in his living quarters. Reporters from the Chicago Times 
contacted SMITH to inquire as to whether or not he knew WALSCHER. SMITH 
stated he could not find WAISCHSJ^s name on his membership list but that 
if the latter had a copy of SMITH'S magazine, he must be a subscriber, 
since the magazine is not sold on the newsstands. 

SMITH refused to make any statements for the papers 
about WALSCHSR but pointed out to the Chicago Times that he was making a 
speech in that city on March 15 and that he had been having difficulty 
in getting a place to speak there. In later conversations with some of 
his associates, SMITH indicated that the crucifixion incident would be 
more likely to help him than harm him since it was apparently done by his 
enemies, 

SMITfyis continuing his program of activities in 
Washington through RALPWKAERMAN, his Washington representative. BAERMAN 
advised SMITH that meetings of the House Banking and Currency Conmittee, 
which will take up the matter of the Bret ton Woods agreement, were open 
to the public and persons who wanted to appear before this committee could 
write to the chairman. SMITH indicated that he did not wish to appear 
in person but that he did want to insert some statements for the record 
without claiming any academic knowledge of economics. After that is done 
he wants to have "this fellow" (evidently referring to some associate) 
make a profound statement. 

The material for the first Washington letter to be 
sent by SMITH is practically complete and he has assembled enough material 
for about four or five future issues. He plans to send the complete 
material for each week's letter by air mail each Monday night and BAERHAN 
will receive them the following day. He will then send them out under a 
Washington date-line dated the following Thursday, 

BAERMAN's wife, MAIELINB^AERMAN, is to assist him in 
the work he is doing for SMITH and will ask for two months * leave froa 
her iob with the Navy Department so that she can help him. BAERMAN stated 
he would obtain more material through interviews in the future, 

$pj£ Items from the National News Service, which is also 

§#* to be operated by BAERMAN and SMITH in addition to the weekly letter, 
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Let tar to the Director get GERAID L, I, SMITH 

March 17, 1945 



will be sent out to only about fifty people a week, at least for the 
present. 



SMITH has been in contact with numerous persons of 
nationalist sympathies, during the past few weeks. He has spoken to 
GECRfE/reSTER of Chicago concerning arrangements for the SjgTjnneetln* 
hel^nCMcagoon March 15. He has been in contact with! 
andi ■ both of whom are followers of his* MAfffl^ovHIa^^ 

Slfn^^l^fflRiacr a latter recently from CARL&QAT of Indianapolis, also 
a follower of SMITH. BERNARft&OMAN, SMITH'S Wmsr secretary, who 
left his employ in November, 1944 , claiming that he was in poor health, 
and who subsequently moved to Texas, has returned to Detroit within the 
past few weeks and has-been in contact with SMITH. From other sources 
it was learned that DOMAN plans to set up a mimeographing and letter 
service and has asked SMITH for some of his mimeographing business. 






who is the Subject of an 
investigation in the Detroit Field Division at the present time, is also a 
close friend of SMITH and has been in frequent contact with him, 
had dinner at SMITH'S home recently and discuss ed with him his 
difficulties with the Federal Trade Commission. I ^claimed he cauj 
the Government in a fraud which had been cooked ^^^^ some pimps whom 
they used as rebuttal artists. 

state d that his hearings before the Commission 

are still in progress and that fl Bfis now asking for a chance to rebut 
the lies which ha^been last pu^fn by the Commission. BASRMAN, in 
commenting upon M M difficulties, stated that he noticed the 
individual who wa^standing at the elbow of the chief inquisitor the 
day that BAERMAN had attended the hearing inWashing ton and commented, 
"You will find them everywhere." To t hi 3 fl ■ replied, "Yes, you will 
find thera some day hanging on the lamp poSW^and BASRMAN stated, 
"I think so too, just so they don't get us first." 

SMITH has received mail from name reus individuals, 
including several items from Representative CLAHE/E)FFMA^an^from^^ 
^^^mgrgssman LYNCH. He has also received material/ from * jf 

W of Chicago. He has indicated that among the parsons now on 

^ riisii st of donors are 

fl P and PARKEa/jAGE , of IV VH noicomb, betroit. SA(ffi was a defenc 
^^tne recent flSBhington sedition trial. 
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Letter to the Director 
March 17, 1945 



Ha: CERAID L. K. SMITH 



Also on this list iejj Bof Appleton, 

Wisconsin. Informant was not able to learnTucnconcerning the extent 
of contributions received by SMITH through the mails during the j»st 
few weeks but learned that on March 15 SMITH'S collections for that day 
in this matter had totaled $38.00 • 

Very truly yours, 



j>7<^ 





, SAC 



.2-1126 



( 
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07 
TO : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT? 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



. ". ■■.•■■y~jfi 



Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 

6) 

GBRAID L. K. «ITH 
())KWLVk FIRST PARTY 
SECURITY HATTER (T) 



DATE: Mapch 23j 1945 



y 



.4* 



Oi Februa ry 28^ I9^j_g_leliexjas J ££cgived fr oml 

pisDnaa in his letter T,naT"recem.iy ne nad coFnmnicated afBR^ouS^^Hth the 
Veterans Organization sponsored by the AK ERICA FIRST PARTY, Detroit, Michigan, 
and stated that he had been recently discharged from the Amy and claimed in- 
terest in their organization. 






explained that he received a letter on the stationery of 
the AMERICA FIRST PARTY which was signed by GERALD L. K. SOTH, which stated 
that his name had been placed on their veterans' file and that he would receive 
rope r infor mation at the proper time concerning organizational activities, 
stated in his letter to this office that he wished to place the 
his contact with the organization at the disposal of the FBI and 
from time to time receive appropriate instructions from the FBI as to his con- 
duct with the America First Party, p 

was advised that under no circumstances wou£3 the FBI 
sponsor his ^oining~TheW ERICA FIRST PARTY VETERANS ORGANIZATION, and that 
instructions would not be issued to him concerning his activities in that or- 
ganization. It was pointed out, however, that should he desire to give any 
information which would be pertinent to the activities of this Bureau, such 
information would be gratefully received. 



y 
v 




% 



bT 



In view of the fact that the organization headquarters are located 
in Detroit, Michigan, a copy of this letter is being designated for the 
Detroit Field Division. 



y 



ccj Detroit 



All INFfWTIW CONTMNED 
HERO!! IS ^CLASSIFIED 

DATt-^^^f^r: 
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Pa«e(8) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, wnete 
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O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) _________________^__ 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



S For your information: Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 
was not xeroxed for release. 



ufl The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
62-lf38l 8 - ( p i$<j Enclosure 
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April 7, 1945 






( 




V 



<y 



Tour letter of March 29, 194$, with enoloeure, hoa boon received. 

Let at aoaure you that Z have carefully reviewed toe oontont of 
your letter and its enclosure, Hth ro^mrtf to the protest which you desire 
to register It it suggested that you aay wish to co— unloato with t bo War 
Department Inasauoh as such amtters oro not within the Juriediotion of this 
Bureau. 

Tour interest in writing m 1» «oct appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 






Kr. Tolaon 

Mr. I. k. T»nm__ 

Kr. Clegg 

Mr. cofj.y 

Mr. Olavin 

Mr. Ladti 

Mr. Nlcholfl 

. Mr. Rosen 

•. 'r. Tracy ■ 

'.x. Caraon 

, E<ran 



, Hefidon_ . 

. Pennington 
: Quinn Taan u ,, 

Neaae__ 

V Oandy_ 



COMMUNICATIONS SECT.'o. 
MAILED 13 

* APR .9 1945 p.m. 

?£Dattt. 8UAEAU or INVESTIGATION 
II. 6. DEPAftrWtST nr JL»«T(f F 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Sknut Ma 56-20 



VafmKo. l 

THWCASSOfUGINATKDAT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



lOKWr MAOC AT 

SAK AHTOMTO, TEXAS 



MTIWHINHAOG 

3/2/45 




TTTLI 



L. K. SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 



ELBCTIOm LAWS 

(FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT 

or 1925) 



synopsis of facts: Certificate of nomination from America First Party nominating 

GSRAID L. I. SMITH for President of B # 3. and HARRT ROMER for Vice- 
President receired by Te»s Secretary of State at Austin, Texas, 
9-11-44. On same date liat of 23 Presidential Electors in the state 
of Texas submitted. Of 23 Electors selected by America First Party 
only 3 names appeared on official ballot at general election. Cojtes 
of Certificate of Nomination, List of Presidential Electors, and 



origin* 



-RJC- 



REFERENCE: 



DETAILS s 



Official Ballot obtained and transmitted to Bureau and office of 

ALL [NF0RMAM CQOTJUNEM 

heron is mams*!, m - 

aireau letter Washington Fisld Diriaion, January 30, 1945, 
AT AUSTIN. TEXAS ; 



Jnth|of«g|o^h 
tn^^^Hceo^Tne S 



the Secretary of State, through the courtesy of U 
J the original letter of nomination received in 
Secretary of State on September 11, 1944, was 
made available for inspection. This examination reflected the 
following undated letter on the letterhead of the America First 
Party with (ERA1D L. K. SMITH listed as Director and organiser, and 
the a digress listed as P. 0. Box 459, Detroit, Michigan. 






APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 
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DO MOT WITT M THSaC trACKS 



\tf>\ m-js*, 



conn oit this narowr 



(l>Bareau'tEncl.) 
3-Oetroit (ftjoU) /y 

2-San Antonio ,. -\t 4 ' ■$& 
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•AMERICA FIRST PARTI 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 
/ Director and Organiser 

BERNARD AVDOMAN Poet Office Box 459 

Secretary and Treaeurer Detroit, Michigan 

CERTIFICATE OF NOMIKATIOW 

Thia it to certify that the America First Party, assembled in 
Convention, hae duly nominated GERALD L. K. SMITH, of Michigan, and 
HARRT>ROMER, of Ohio, as the America First Party candidates for the 
offices of President of the United States and Viae President of the 
United States respectively. Appended to this certificate is the list 
of persons selected by the America First Party Convent ien to act as 
Presidential Electors in the state of Texas. 






/•/ CARL HTmOTE 

Chairman ot Convention 

/a/ DdTLOHBECK 

Secretary of Convention" 



Photostatic copies of this certificate of nomination are being 
transmitted to the Bureau and the office of origin with copies of this report. 

Accompanying the Certificate of Nomination was submitted a list of 
twenty-three persons selected by the America First Party Convention to act as 
Presidential Electors in the State of Texas. ' 



"Presidential Electors 

G. J. FtlKT WALrfRJOIElP 

HUntsville, Texas (Walker) La Grange, Texas 

(Declined by phone, Dec. to be 

sailed) 

R. GTfpTZEL (209 Alleneworth) HWEST^ESLIWG 



?>$<&& San Antonio, Texae (Bexar) Miles, Texas 

" - x> (Declined by phone 9-23-W) 



-*- 



^ 
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SA 56-20 



THORNTOiniAMlLDOH 

Cuero, Texas 

(Wftjaa crossed off, shorthand notation) 

N. Lyi&cLBAOD Jr. 

Seminary Hill, Texas (Tarrant) 

WILLIAM^ HMITT 

Seguin, Texas (Guadalupe) 

(OK by phone) 

J, ETirrZGERALD 
Stephenrille, Texas (Erath) 
(OK by phone) 

GEORGlT'teAGER (3024 W. Travis) 
San Antonio, Texas (Bexar) 



FRANK "ST KELSON 

Fort Worth, Texas (Tarrant) 

(2 copies) 



R. J>^ENDKRGRAST 
Houston, Texas (Harris) 

(?) 

W. HTVERNOR 

Houston, Texas (Harris) 

(?) 

M. A.-^«RHALEN 

Knox City, Texas 

(Check »rk following name) 

W. EtfcSH 
Rusk, Texas* * 



WUUAM fT'CLARK (22U Ross) 
Waco, Texas 

BSTEUi^SADLSR 
Montague, Texas 

JOHjmNCER 
Hondo, Texas 



Mrs. F. WDaVIS 

Miles, Twjtam 



ELANCHE RT^SEY 

Midland, Texas 

(Decline by phone 9-21-AA by RICHARD 

BROOKS Atty. Declination to be malle< 

in.) 

S. fT^IXON 

Cleveland, Texas 

(Declined by phone. Declination to be 

■ailed in* 

A. IT^^IS (Gulf States Hldg.) 
Dallas, Texas 

(Will call 9-26-U) 

P. A>^PAIN 

Paris, Texas 

(Declined by phone. Dec, to be mailed 

.MAI k7**QQEL (1817 Main Ave.) 
San Antonio, Texas 






There is est out following each naae the notations that appeared on the 
original list of Presidential Electors in the office of the Secretary of State. 

\ 

r. \ 
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SA 5©-20 - m4 

.m 

Photostatic copies of this lit* are being submitted to the Bureau and 
office of origin. 

An inspection of the Official Ballot reflected that there were only three nam J 
appearing as Electors for President and Vice-President under the America First Part/* 
These three names werei 

"WILLIAM SCHMTTT 
J. E. FITZGBRAID 
H. A. VERHALEN" 

Copies of the Of f IcLai BilXo* i» \.w» c*.«.w o,* t.™^ r ftr th« General 
Election are being transmitted to the Bureau and the office of origin. 



Enclosures: 



Bureaux Photostatic copies of Certificate of Nomination and List of 
Presidential Electors. Copy of Official Ballot. 

Detroit: Photostatic copies of Certificate of Nomination and List of ~ ^ 

Presidential Electors. Copy of Official Ballot. ^ 
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Director, FII V"; 
SAC, .San Antonio 
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SUBJECT: -GERAID L. *: WITH 

v AMERICA mst ARTT 
FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT €F 1925 
Bureau File »o. 62-43816 
SA file So. 56-20 



Reference is made to letter rrqsf the Bureau to the Dett'Oit Field 
Division dated 2-15*45, mud letter fro* the Detroit Jield Division 

to the Bureau dated >13^5. .--u », ■?**>. r, x^y^.^^. J - 

In view of the .Tact that *»*£$? tnrlSl^^ 

the San Antonio Field Division was to interview BEERARDIDCIMAN -■'"■'" 
former Secretary to the aubject, SCOT, and Mm ii«o' loiter in " 
Edcouch, Texas, out In 5etroitrJa«higaoV So motion lining taken 
by the San Antonio Field Division, unless advised to the contrary, 
and this matter is being referred upon completion to the office of 
origin. ■ -* '^r- :.:'->■' <,Jr:::~0 ^^::--. \ 
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▼TOP DESP- 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN E CLASSIFIED 
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Office MjBWm/i wsduftt • UNITED states government 



TO 



^ 



Director, FBI 



datb: April 3, 1945 



FROM 



SAC, dutroit 

subject; cwmj) L. K, SMITH 
y>aMERICA FIRST PARTY 
DWERHAL SBCURITT 
SEDITION 



W f . 



b^ 
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believed the Sub>cTTHTlHWHdbeln Buffalo, New York, next 
Sunday, April 8, for the purpose of Baking a speech to a group 
of his followers. Informant did not know the exact tine or place 
of eueh speech, but stated that imitations were being sent 
today to all persons who attended the previous meetings held in 
Buffalo by SMITH in September and in Hay of 1944. It is considered 
likely that ths meeting on April 8 will be held at the same 
location, although this is not definitely known. 

atlTH is also holding a meeting at the Book-Cadillac 
Hotel In Detroit, Michigan, on April 19, 1945, and arrangements are 
being made by the Detroit Field Division to secure coverage of 
this meeting through informants. 

?ne Buffalo Field Division is being requested to obtain 
adequate coverage of this meeting through informants, but in lix» 
with the previous policy in covering SMITH'S activities it is 
requested that no agents attend this meeting and that no surveil- 
lance be placed on SMITH, but that coverage pt the meeting be 
effected solely through informants. As any additional informa- 
tion is obtained from above Informant concerning the details of 
this meeting, this information will be forwarded to the Buffalo 
Field Division. , 
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DETROIT, KtCHIGAN 



MPOUT MADE AT 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 



DATE WHEN MADE 



U/6A5 



PERIOD FOR 



27ffiV3727A5 



^ GERALD L. K. S!£CTH, with aliases; 

^AMERICA FIRST PARTI 



««»■ ioo-81i96 \jjcS 




CHARACTER Or CAM 

INTERNAL SECURITY - Q 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSrS OF FACTS: 



Subscriber to telephone #ATlantic 3598 is 

RALPH B. BAERMAN. 



- RUC - 



REFS3E**CE: 



Bureau file #6*=?S55 

62-13618 i 
Reoort of Special Agent 
1915 at Detroit, MichiganT 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

heron is wmm . 

OATE-^^^BY^Es^j^ud 



dated January 29, ^? 



DETAILS : 



AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Special Agent! ■ascertained that telephone number 

i toTnLWrBTBAERMAN, 1921 M Street, NE, Washington, 



ATlantic 3598 was listed 
D.C. 
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7 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 
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2 - Washington ?X*1 
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-UIF. GERALD L. K. SMITHYJANERIC 
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ST PARTY, FEDERAL CORRUPT 



u.- ;_. 




PRACTICES ACT OF NINETEEN TWENTY FIVE. RELETS JANUARY THIRTY, FE&- - 
RUAZY FIF-.SE.VLA3T AND OURTEL MARCH SIXTEEN LAST REQUESTING INTERVIE 
A;:. INVESTIGATION HAS LOCATED DOMAN BUT FRIOR TO IMTZ 
I- T .-. FGLLCUINC FACTS pr BEING BROUGHT TO YOUR ATTENTION. URLE1 

.".N'JA-v :::ir.iY last indicated purpose of investigation of subject 
..i... .-.. \:.iz vine was to dz;z:-:::i:;z reason for failure to file final 
.a\z::z::i ja:;uasv one, :;i;;zteen forty five, reason for reported 
ucr-fancy ^zimzzn statements filed with senate cokmittee and house 
c::::i.izz and determination whether America first faSty was p^iuca; 
party mitmin statute, urlet January thirty last quoting defartnen: 
memoranda: requested domaw ez interviewed for auoTE such information 

AS HE MAY HAVE RELEVANT TO THISf" INVESTIGATION UNQUOTE. ANALYSIS 0F>4 
WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION REPORT J^SE^N LAST INDICAgy^^ ' 



L.L.- 



JANUARY ONE LAST, ABOVE RE^Rgfjfc^ VAS F 





WITH -HOUSE COMMITTEE JANUAHt^THIttEE/ttT WITH OTa<^F3Fi>El{y 

36 APR 11 J94s 

IN FILING. ALLEGED DISCREPANCY, ItfrERRED T<? ^BOVE, APPARENTLY NON- 
EXISTENT SINCE STATEMENT FILO .¥1^ 

AMD MORE EXTENDED PERIOD OF TIME THAN STATEMENT FlJ^CtTH HOUSE 

£06 OCT IS 1164 
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committee, doubtful if doman could furnish any information pertinent 
to investigation on any of above matters. ke may be aele to give de- 
tailed data on funds reported to senate committee eut for this tfould 
probably require original books v/hick are notf in smiths possession, 
department memorandum requests information contained in reports filed 
-i' smith "it:-: mouse and senate be considered most confidtial and that 
:mit:-: mot be interviewed, doman at this time attempting to obtain bus: 
..: from smith amd mould undoubtedly give smith full and complete 



on: 






C0'-!Z?.Zd IN INTERVIEW. IN VIE 7 .' OF TKZSZ FACTS 



AMD INDICATION THAT DOMAN DOES MOT HAVE INFORMATION THAT IS PERTINENT, c 

IT IE RZRUZSYZB THAT PRIOR TO IMTERVIEU KITH HIM DEPARTMENT cE CONTACT: 

THAT THESE FACTS BE PRESENTED AND IF INTERVIEW IS STILL DESIRED, A 

SPECIFIC STATEMENT OF MATTERS TO BE OBTAINED FROM DOMAN THROUGH INTER- 

VIEM „Z SET CUT. PENDING ADVICE FROM BUREAU NO FURTHER ACTION IS LEIM7 

5 
TARZM OM THIS MATTER BY DFD. 

CUERIN 
-.*,:■. nnu r.OLu FLo» -.^v ■ 

CORRECTIONS TENTH SORDMM WORD SIXTH LINE OF SECOND FACE SHD fcip- 
uu,.r ±jj£.i< ilAL *' 

LAST UORD OF SEVENTH LINE SHD BE BUSINESS 
ACM PLC AND MOLD 
,S5-i7 FM CK FBI UA MM 
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©2-4381S 
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SAC, Detroit 



Ajril f , 1945 



Mm Bdgar Hooror, Dlreetor, federal Bureau of Imreetlfatien 

OERAli L T.8&m£ lmerlea first Party 
federal Cornet Praetlees I** of 1925 



;i" 



lef «n»M 1* »**• to your teletype dated April 2, 1945, in the abort 

captioned matter. 

Za view of too data set forth in referenced teletype, Bernard Doman 
should not bo interviewed at tho present time. However, you should furnish 
ths Bureau tho rosults of your Inquiries In this matter* Upon reoolpt of 
investigative roports from your of floo and ths Washington Field Division, 
this matter In Its entirety mill be presented to the Department at which time 
me shall request advloo es to Aether Demon sho Id be interviewed Inasmuch as 
he Is associating with Smith. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




SMITH 1» Id meetings of followers in Detroit on 
Febraeiy 26, If 45, and In Chicago an march 15, 
1945* BEAM SMITH, f ormsr ail nan, was speaker 
at Datroit meeting and Subject SMITH was speaker 
at Chicato mating. Detroit masting uneventful, 
but picketing of meeting ball and other dis- 
turbances featured Chicago Mating, SMIW is 
appending Washington activities at present and 
now has RAWH^EHIIAH and wtf • MaDEIEIWE\BAEHIa\N ■? 
working on fulL-iine basis, assisting hinXn g 

maintaining nationalist lobby in Washington and » e 
in collection of intonation for Washington 
Letter* and for •nationalist Hews 5a ' " 
Program at present calls for defeat ^bx Dumbarton 
Oaks plan and of any plan for a ■eupcr-state"; , 
bringing of American soldiers home at earliest 
possible moment; defeat any plan to finance the 
British Bapire; organisatioh of lattoaalist 
Veterans of World War Hj support of nation- 
wide nationalist movement and preammramiMiftfiiTiAii 

i-.ric.Fir.tpm.cipx,. ttillffuRMATION 
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DETAIISi 



At DETROIT. MICHIGAN 



( 



K 






Tne first meeting held by Subject SHItti for hie follower* 
in several months was held at the Detroit-Leland Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, on 
February 26, 1945* He had so** difficulty in obtaining a nesting hall but was 
finally able to sake arrangements at the above-mentioned hotel* Invitations were 
sent out to the 1,700 persons in Wayne County who had made cash contributions to 
him in the past. 




principal speake] 

B.TOMTffl and the subject of bis talk was "Imperialism, The Cause of 
"War** BEAR SMITH, who was at one time an employee of the Standard Oil Company 
in the Orient, claimed to be an authority on the Far East and spoke at considered 
length about British policies there. He condemned Great Britain, stating that 
the American General, JOSEPH STHUTHA, had been recalled from China because he 
was succeeding in his effort to make China a strong nation and the British did 
not want China to become strong* For the same reason SMITH stated that the 
British were responsible for the dissolution of the group of American veterans 
known as the n Flying Tigers* and also for the fact that the Burma Road had not 
been completed. His general theme was that the British were imperialistic and 
internationalist and that the United States should oppose Internationalism, 
particularly as set out in the Dumbarton Oaks agreement. 

Subject SMITH spoke very briefly in introducing the wain 
speaker and in the course of his remarks announced that he had just opened an 
office in Washington, D.C. where he was now publishing a "Nationalist News 
Letter and was also establishing the "Nationalist Hews Service** This latter 
service will distribute news items to nationalist papers throughout the country 
and he has sources ox information among all types of people, having one source 
within the White House itself, according to SCITK. 




It should be noted that while MHtTZ claims that he it a 
dose friend and associate of SMITH, SMITH will have nothing to do with him and 
has specifically warned his followers that he is not working with 10SITZ. 
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■ ■ a uafcer the Baited State* 

Army Air Forces who cIHinflBeT^| ■ and was living la Bee* 336, p' 

Webster Ball Hotel, requested UekXnmirafkifli and presumabjy attended. 
The crowd that attended the meeting waa quiet and there were no disturbances 
reported. ^ -fc, ■ 

In ocntrast to his Detroit meeting, the meeting which SMITH 
held at Teazle Hall, 338 South Marshfleld, Chicago, Illinois, on larch IS 19*5, 
was Terr noisy and nearly precipitated a riot* SMITH had considerable difficulty 
in obtaining a hall for his Chicago Meeting and he stated that the principal 
reason for this was "a reign of terror* and a boycott or ganised agalnsl_Msrbj__ 
certain Jewish groups in Chicago* With the assistance effl p % 

of Chicago, who was said to be attorney for J)Sg PH)j(( cwTIj3B§^ne^rencaoBa- J 
dants In the recent Washington sedition trial, SHtTH was able to obtain the above- 
mentioned hall which is apparently owned by the FlaaterersMtaien^Ayiatancein 
erranginsforthe meeting was also received by SMITH fro* I M 

sad FBED WASTER, both ef Chicago. The hall In wtxfceh the sTRfl^SsnexTnas^ 
also been used frequently in the past by ODBGBWSTIR, head of the Constitutional 
Americans and a close friend of SMITH. \ 




after arra n ge men ts had been wade with the 
renta^^Uje hall and this fsmt becane known generally in Chicago/ 
I ■ stated that the Chicago Sun carried a masher of storieT"con< 

mrm wklcFlie referred to as "swear" stories. He also claimed that the Jews 
of Chicago had organised a campaign to persuade the Plasterers 1 Union to cancel 
the rental of the hall. According to Informant, there were articles on March 13, 
1945, in both the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago Sun relative to the meeting. 
The article in the Tribune appeared under the headline "100 Telegrams Warn of 
Bloodshed as Smith Talks". The article further stated that the Civil Liberties 
Uftion, reported to be a Communist group, the B'Hal B'Bith, a Jewish organisation, 
and other groups were opposing SHIH's appearance* SMITH apparently was dis- 
turbed by the publicity received and told FRED KISTHt that the Tribune had done 
all right by hi m an d that he considered the situation "as hot as a fire cracker". 
He also told EtSTO that if, after all the publicity , the Jews succeeded in pre- 
venting the weeting from being held, it would do SMITH more good then if the 
meeting actually were held. Be did not think that the prospect of bloodshed 
would cut down the crowd any since he did not believe he had any timid people 
among his followers. 

Ibe card which SMITH seat out to 1,500 of his followers 
in Chicago announced that the meeting would be a rally under the auspices ef 
the national ^urgency Committee and the subject would be "Liberty in the 
Balance". The letter accompanying the card was on the letterhead of the 
TV ., national fmorgeney Committee end was described as being "a mobilisation Of 

W0$ nationalists for the preservation of American sovereignty*. The address was 

given as post Office Box 697, Detroit, Michigan* The letter stated that the 
Communists and the Internationalists would attempt to prevent the meeting but 
that his followers should ignore anything they read in the papers or heard 
over the radio concerning the meeting and thtt no matter what they ad. git bear, 
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they should comb to the Temple Hall on Thursday night, March 15. .&Mt-±r& 

A copy of the above-mentioned letter and card la being sent 
to the Bureau aa an enclosure with this report* ~-'- ; '%--- 



b 





la apparent anticipation of a possible riot, SKITS requested 
prior to the meeting to arrange for adequate police protection and 
requested that he provide at least tea good, healthy, fearless men of Xfll 

unimpeachable character who must be available for prote ction- Appa rently hia 
fears of possible violence were Justified, according to 
because several persons entered the seating hall with drawh~gune on the 
of the night the westing was to bs held and threw stink bombs into the westing 
hall. 

At the tiwe the meeting wis to be held the hall was crowded 
with about 1,200 people and an effort had been wade to pack the meeting by the 
uee of counterfeit tickets* This was apparently discovered In time, however, and 
very few, if any, persons opposing SMITH were able to gain entry into the hall 
during the meeting. 3HTH told informant tfast about 500 Coomuinists charged the 
hall in an effort to ^in entry but were repulsed by a crowd of between fifty to 
a hundred Chicago polices In spite of the police protection, sway windows in 
the hall were broken* The people inside the hall apparently maintained good 
order and SMITH spoke for two hours and ten minutes. Following his talk he 
left the hall by a rear entrance and was taken to a hotel in a police squad car* 



Account of the incident in a United Press Dispatch in the 
Detroit News on march 16, 1945* stated that during the meeting SOTH assailed 
members of the B'nal B'Rith, the Civil Liberties League and the Rational Negro 
Congress which had protested his appearance. He is also said to have attacked 
Walter Winchell for allegedly having prevented SMITH'S eon from being accepted 
into Officers' Candidate School of the United States Army* The speech was said 
to have bean anU-adainlstratlon in character and 
dewnatlon of 




following aUTH's 

•The^entinel" had 

.cage branch of the American 
(President of the American federation 
disgraee on the labor movement* 




There ha ve been some repercussions f ollowing aflTH's i^ 

Chicago meeting* According to ^■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■""f «iPw->wo— ♦« -vi ■ u.a *« 
sent letters to JOWsPTTZPATRK 
Federation of Labor, and to HELLI 
of Labor, calling attention to the • 

which occurred when the Plasterers* Union allowed aCT c in their hall 

en March 15th, oVITlJ was given this laforaatlsm brew st of Chicago who£? 

was apparently a meaner of the Plaeterere* felon, ■ ptfrnggssted that SMITH 
contact a Mr. M* JMcDONCHKH, National Secretary ^WnTpiaeterers* Union af 
200 Fidelity Building, Cleveland, Ohio, amd explain his position, pointing out 
that the persons protesting against SMITH'S meeting wsre Communists and left-wing 
agitators. Informant stated that SMITH had also received a telegram on March 21, 
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from a oertain| pof Chicago whom Informant could not identify, stating 

as follows! "(Jleatio^isnot who doss or does not subscribe to jour philosophies - 
question is freedom of speech end right of assemblage** |f 

On Karon 9» 1SU»$* Jest a few days prior to SMITH'S Meeting 



in Chicago , an individual named FRED' 
Illinois , was found nail el to a cross 
the police it was noted that he bad 
and in his living quarters* 
for the Chicago Times had cot? 



ecaj 



IHER of 1134 Orummond Street, Chicago, 

that city and upon investigation by 

Lterature en his person 

stated that reporters ^7< 
inquired 'as to whether WALSCHHl 
was one of his followers* SMITH stated he ceuld not find WAISCHBt's name on his 
membership list, but since he had a copy of SMITH'S ma^slne, probably was a 
subscriber since the magazine was not sold on the news stands. SMITH refused 
to make any statements for the papers about the incident, but in later converse tier 
with some of his associates, he indicated that the affair would probably be tore 
likely to help him than harm him since it was apparently done by his enemies* 
SMITH has not referred to the incident in any of hie talks since this happened 
and in view of the fact that newspaper accounts subsequently have stated that 
WALSCHER confessed that the crucifixion was a hoax, it is unlikely that SMITH 
will make any further reference to it* 

SMITH has devoted a great deal of time and attention 1a 
recent weeks to his Washington activities. RALPH BAERIAN and his wife MADELEINE 
BASEMAN are apparently both working for SMITH now on a full-time basis in the . 
collecting of information and other data at Ma_W»Aington huadmiarter*- W 




states that a post office box yf, 
was taken out in the name of KADEIEINI Ba&WN end that the name of former 
United States Senator KCBKBT HEWOUJS was used as a reference. 




In connection with his activities in Washington, BAXHUAN 
advised SMITH recently that meetings of the House Banking and Currency Committee, 
which will consider the Breton Woods Agreement, were open to the public and per- 
sons wishing to sppear before the committee could write to the chairman* 9UTH 
stated that he did not wish to appear personally but that he did want to insert 
some statements into the record without claiming any academic knowledge of 
eceaosdes* after this was dome, he wanted to have "this fellow", evidently 
referring to an associate of his, make a profound statement for the committee* 



by BA35DUN and SMITH 



material for the "Washington Letter" is being gathered 
end they now have enough for about four or five issues* 



•5* 
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The flr«t issue Is expected to be published during the Isttsr part of Ha rob 
and will bo sent oat from Washington, D*C« every Thursday* The material will 
bo prepared and the letter actually written in Detroit by SOTH* Items sent 
fro. SeitMt Washington headquarters for the ■Rationalist lews Service" will 
go to abort JD persons each week, at ^east according to present plans* 
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In his general letter to hi* follower* for the month of 
February which bean the caption "Courage Rewarded* , he announced the opening 
of the headquarters fer the latlonal Emergency Committee and the I ail mallet 
Lobby In Washington* He stated that on a recent trip to Washington he had nine 
different people, all of then national figures, whose names would be recognised 
and included mesbers of Courses, a clergyman, outstanding newspaperman and 
others equally prominent. He did not, however, divulge their names* He also 
announced the forthcoming publication of "The Letter" and stated that it would 
contain documented and correct information which could net be found in any other 
publication* He stated that this letter would create a sensation and th»t mm 
of the information contained in it would be obtained from en individual who is 
in and out of the White House from one to three times per week* He also announced 
the setting up of the Nationalist Hews Service and indicated that this new program 
of activity in Washington would require him to spend about half of his time there 
within the next few months* 

In connection with the announcement of his Washington 
program, SMITH also set out in his February letter the general course which he 
intends to follow in the next few months. He stated that he would not allow 
any sort of a super-state program to get by without his attention and that 
he had formed confidential contacts all over the United States with farm, labor 
and Christian leaders, with statesman in both political parties, with mothers 
and with veterans of both ware. Representatives of these groins would appear 
before various Congressional Committees at SMITH'S instigation and would oppose 
any form of super state* He stated that the lives of one million servicemen 
could be saved if this campaign is carried on vigorously and that "if Mr* ROOSEVELT 
cannot give a better reason than he has been able to give, then our sons should 
be brought home now* * 

SMITH stated that he hoped by this program to accomplish 

the following! 

(1) The defeat of the Dumbarton Oaks plan 

(2) The saving of a million lives that might be given to a super 
state 



(3) The bringing of our boys home at the earliest possible 
mt 



(4) The defeat of all plans to finance the British fitplre after 
the war 

(5) The organ isation of nationalist Veterans of World War U 

(6) The establishment of a Rationalist Lobby in Washington 

(7) The maintenance of headquarter activities In Washington ^ 
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(0) Publication ef the "Washington Letter* 

(9) The maintenance of a nation-wide nationalist organisation 

(10) The preservation of America Pint principle 

In his last letter SMITH mentioned the above activities 
as forming his basic program at this time and in addition stated he wished to 
foster the cultivation of the nationalist movement at its very roots with 
meetings* institutes and assemblies and wished to encourage the publications 
of nationalist literature and books by the organisation of the Rationalist Book 
Club. He indicated that the guiding plan of his activities would be opposed to 
President Roosevelt , of whom he said, "The dictator Is here) he is throwing the 
Constitution out the window* His usurpage must be stopped"* He stated Boosevelt 
had returned from Russia after giving Stalin everything he wanted. Plans are 
said to be on foot to subdue our people by an artificial scarcity of food. 
According to 3CETH, Roosevelt is determined to draft the young women of the 
nation and has ambitions to become head of a super state* The Dumbarton con- 
spiracy is a plan to destroy our sovereignty and the whole set-up is a "program 
of treason" • SMITH then states that his followers "must be Paul Reveres, the 
informers, the inflamers, the warners, the alarmers" and that the nationalists 
must oppose end defeat Roosevelt f s program. He states that by January 1, 1946, 
the enemy will have been foiled and the conspirator will have been exposed and 
■nationalism, which is another name for righteous Americanism, will have been 
triumphant." 

A copy of the February and Harsh letters above referred to 
are being sent to the Bureau as enclosures with this report and a copy of the 
February letter is being retained In the files of the Detroit Field Division. 



Chicago j SMI 
According to 
January 23rd 
Washington he 



u 



Maryland, and was also i»~eo 
He is believed to have 



In connect ion with his activities in Washington and 

ties within the past few months* 
atlTH left Detroit for Washington on 
D uring this period in 
was in eontact with I Wj a minister of Baltimore, 

as Washington representative. 
^^^^^^_^__ secretary to United States L 

Senator HDBStT RBTOOIDS* ■ ^address is Colorado Building, Washington, B.C. 

Informant stated SMITH ha<^apress conference in Washington on Jamaiy 26 at 
which time he advised the newspapermen of his plan for expanded activity In 
Washington. He also had visitsmlth former United States Senator GBRAXD P. WIS 
and with exrCongressman HIKQimflSH and he also had contacts* a "News Bureau 
man" whose identity was unknown 7 to informant. Informant stated Wat stories 
in the Chicago Sun and in the newspaper P.M. indicated that SMITH was la 
Washington for the purpose of setting up a nationalist lobby. 
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Reference has bean made above to the effort of HOMER 
MERTZ of Chicago to become a £art of SMITH 1 s organisation* MHtTZ^onaored a 
home-coming party for PARKESS^GE, GARIANDN^DBnUN and WILLIAM B>sLIMAN, three 
Detroit residents who were at one tine prominent in the Rational Woncers League 
and more recently were defendants in the Washington sedition trial* This 
party was held on January 27, 1945, in Det roit under the auspices of "The 
Constitutionalists" which is the name MEBTZ has given to his new organisation* 
On the morning of the day the party was to be held MHITZ called SMITH »s resi- 
dence and inquired as to whether or not SMITH would attend the party* SUTH's 
wife stated he was out of town and would not be able to attend* sEETZ then 
told Mrs* 9QTH that he was a close friend of CT3RGE POSTER of Chicago who 
was known to be a friend of SMITH and that he, MERTZ, eowld get a hall far 
'H to apea k in in Chicago any tine SMITH would like hi* to get Mg , 

'states, however, that SMITH is still suspicious of MERTZ* believing 
be an informer for some investigative agency or to be yvry indis- 
creet in his operations and in any event SMITH will have nothing to do with c 




V>i 



him* 
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KB1NETH WBBHi, 
on SMITH** America First PjjtjM^kj 
Bome-oomlng party as did ■ 

reported to aiTTH the d«tlH^^WHK"h&d taken plaee at 
that no thing derogatory to SMITH had been said* 



eandldate for Attorney General of Michigan 
last lovember, however^id attend W8GV yj, 
of SMITH* I ■ subsequently P 

and stated 



a friend of SMITH 



ney ueneraj 
[overbid i 

tSeparty 



A bulletin lamed by SMITH recently concerning MEBTZ 
atated in part &a followsi "Mr, Marts does not represent me and never has* 
In fact, I have yry little knowledge of his background or his activities* •••• 
Pass the word along* • A copy of this notice ie being retained in the files 
of the Detroit Field Division* 

SMITH has also expanded his program for the distribution 
of literature in recent weeks* Apparently his distribution is nation-wide 
since reports have come to the Detroit Field Division froa various field divi- 
sions indicating receipt of Monthly letters and other material from Uta h, Bu ffalo $ 
■aw York* Cleveland* Ohio. Chicago. Illinois, and from forth 
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_ A copy of the National Emergency 

;ommittee letter, the TXLTZi KENT "letter and the article from the Jewish Sentinel 
is being sent to the Bureau as an enclosure with thia report and a copy of the 
Jewish Sentinel article is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field 
Division, 

In the February issue of his magazine "ThesXross and the 
Flag" SMITH outlines the nationalist program in an article entitled "Zero Hour". 
In this article SMITH points out that nationalism, which had reached an all-time 
low in the late summer and early fall of 1944, is again in the ascendent as a 
result of old world diplomacy and power politics and that American soil is now 
fertile for nationalism as it had never been before. S&GTH states in conclusion 
that "Nationalism is on the march! The opportunity of America First still 
lives!" Many of the items of editorial comment in the magazine are condemnatory. 
It is noted that he condemns in order the Atlantic Charter, Secret Diplomacy, 
Failure to state the United States' war aims, Roosevelt* s Double Talk, British 
newspaper attacks upon United States, Pwex Stout, International Bank and failure 
to court-martial General Short and Admiral Kimmel. He has words of praise for 
HEYNOU)S, NYS, FISH, JOSEPH KAl£P, whom he knows as a martyr, for Rev. CLTm F. 
STARK, a preacher of Lincoln, Nebraska, who publishes a periodical called 
"Foundation Truth", the Dies Committee and CARL H, MOTS. In one comment he 
urges that all nationalists organize, not necessarily in the same organization, 
but that they all be united on the America First principle and that they organ- 
ize according to their respective occupations or vocations, such as mothers, 
wives, veterans, workers and businessmen. A copy of the February issue of this 
magazine is being sent to the Bureau as an enclosure with this report. 

SMITH has been in contact with many persons of nationalist 
sympathies in the past few weeks. Among these are ALIEft^2)LE, a fo rmer s upporter 
of Father Charles E. Coughlin and head of the "American Patriots". *Hlffi |flft"ftTf f 
SMITH is contemplating the running of small classified ads of some sSrTW^*^ 
newspapers throughout the southeastern part of the United States. 2DIE has 
had some experience in newspaper and advertising wjori^n^he^^^Dparentlv 
trying to make arrangements for these ad s. I M who 

learned of SMITH'S contact with 3DIE, did ncWHow^nffro^^urposein running 
such ads. SMITH has also been in contact with CARL HV MOTE of Indiana. 1CTE 
on one occasion during the latter part of Jan^rvcam^tp Detroit but SMITH 
was out of town at that time. According to IV MOTE told SMITH'S 
wife that he wanted SMITH'S help in the publicaxion^^^Rooklet , Political 
Theologians and Theological Politicians. MOTE stated that Colonel McOORMICK 
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of the Chicago Tribune agreed with him that the Republican Party was dead and 
wrote his a latter to this affect, stating ttiey might a* wall admit it and start 
a third party* MOTS also eta ted that when the Republican National Cownlttee met 
in Indian apolis during the sdddle _o£ January he was in continual conference with I 

the identity of these individual*, however, 
indicated also that he had worked out some I 
sort of agreement wlWPWese men which would be of interest to SMITH and that 
he would explain it to hist shortly. 





in contact with IB °f 
who is the Tewc^^^^Wlsort 
or peace group. SKITH toia ubukwl vusui or Kalamazoo, Michigan, who was his 
candidate for governor of Michigan on the America First Party ticket last 
November that he was for him 100% and that TOSE should not believe any of the 
rumors of the scandal-mongers. He has also been in frequent contact with 

^HBrn W an .TO ^ ffi g &r.Qf ^fag-?ord Motor Company* He has been in communication 
wraTH WffBfl IaHWIB! egl ^Mf : t. a. Lutheran Minister of Detroit who is a recent- 
graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and a close friend of Reverend WALT5R 
METER of that institution. falLT i£,fj8||* n tty JWSp^*°&iB£ : * «tud ant news- 

"'paper at the seminary and spoke of his close connection wilfiaLIZABETH D$LLlft& 
Ihd of the w onderful _sa^g£_XilflaJriaich_ahe had shown to him on his recent trip 
to Chica" 




SDokjn^wjecen^r 
XjfvTslona^Tnepr 



According to 
recentweeks to GEORGE FOSTER of Chicago 



a QTH h as also U' 





Amm«nw/44 no +s\ 



who is the subject of an investigation in the Detroj 
present time and who is now having a series of hearings* 
the Federal Trade Commission dealing with his alleged cancer cure* | | 

BALPH BAEFMAN of Washington, in a coc 

noted the type of individuals attend! 

commented "You will find them everywt 

will find them some day hanging from the lamp pot 

think so too - just so they don s t get us first* 1 * 



e. 

before 
is a 



stated that he had 
ring in Washington and 
spiled, "Yes, you 
3AERMAN stated, "I 




I 



was in contact with SMITH recently 



ested that SMITH contact Mrs. WINTERS. ^^_______„___ 

^ it was learned that SMITH did contact, ner ana made an exrort 
a contribution from her to help finance hie Washington activities* 



tuim nuriL 

djxuui nu uu^ui , 



* __i_ fltrrnvti. 



«-j 



who left his enploy in November to go to Texas for his health, has now returned 
to Detroit and is starting a mimeographing and letter business. He has been 

in contact with SMITH in anettor^c^btainfrj|^^my|jy^hfl^^||jl|^ 
business* Mm 
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SMITH has received corresDondenc^fro^variousnatioaalists 
and important political figures, according to I W His 

recent correspondence has included letters f roflffiWgrpsaman ^Aiiua n^iNm^ 
United States Senator GREEN of the Senate Committee oil Campaign Expenditures, 
from Senator HOLIER FERGUSON and Senator ARTHUR >ffANDBT|pRG« The letter from 
VANDS4BURG began "My Dear Gerald" and thanks S1OTH for his comment on VA.MDENBURG 1 * 
recent speech. The letter ended with the words "Warm personal regards and best 
wishes" • Senator FERGUSON in his letter told SMITH he was in favor of leaving 
the approval of treaties and the declaration of war in the hands of the United 
States Senate and also favored the two-thirds rule for confirmation of treaties. 
SMITH has also received mail from Senator ARTHUR TAPPER and from CLARK \TRIMBIF 
of the House of Representatives, \ '\ 

\ In his correspondence with nationalists he has received 

mail from OSCARN^MHW, head of the Farmers Guild of Frankfort, Indiana, HARHY 
ROMER, candidate Tor Vice President of the United States on the America First 
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Party ticket last November, 
SOUTHARD of Chicago, Revere 
Kentucky, former Congressman 
Building, Portl and. Oregon. ^ 
Minneapolis and 



labaaa , BART "' 

of Sterling, 
I Governor 
of 




had learned that SMITH *s collect ion s~recei we? 
were as follows on the following datest 

$ 32.00 
29,00 
28*00 
9,50 
15.90 
10.00 
94*00 
48.00 
75,00 
183.00 
38.00 



stated they 

e mail from his followers 



January 25 
January 26 
January 27 
January 30 
January 31 
February 1 
February 2 
February 7 
February 9 
February 21 
March 15 





_^^^^^^^^ stated that afl Vhad been in 

Detroit to visit SMITH "HOWH^Hnilter part of JaBSr^^^^inKnwnt did not 
know the purpose of his visit. Informant also stated that DON L0HB5CK , SMI TH* 8 
former secretary who is at present in a conscientious objector camp inLZ^^ 
■■■■was back in Detroit on a furlough during February and spent cons^eSbie 
xHFTJlth SMTti during this period. However, Informant did not learn the nature 
of their conversations, 
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ENCLOSURES ■■"'■'■'^ : ' ■■ 

TO THE BUREAU 

An admission card to hear GERALD L. K. SMITH at a rally- 
under the auspices of the National Snergency Conmittee at Temple Hall, 338 South 
tfarshfield, Chicago, Illinois, at which the subject would be "Liberty in the 
Balance". 

Letter accompanying the above card on letterhead of the 
National Bnergency Conmittee bearing heading "A Mobilization Of Nationalists For 
The Preservation Of American Sovereignty* 1 . 

Letter on stationery of GERALD L. K, SKJTH in which Subject 
announces publication of the Washington Letter, referring to it simply as "The 
Letter". 

■, Subject* 8 general letter to his followers for the month 
of February entitled "bourege Rewarded". 

Subject's general letter to his followers for the month 

of March entitled "liberty in the Balance". 

\ 
\ 

Letter on letterhead of the National Emergency Corned ttee 

sent by Subject to persons on his mailing list* 

Excerpt from a letter written by TYLER KENT to his 
mother in Washington, D.C., on December 8, 1944. 

Handbill entitled "The Sentinel". 

Pebruary issue of SMITH'S magazine "The Cross and the 
Flag". 



-PENDING- 
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IN AC00RDANC2 WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS SUailTTriD IN THIS 
PARTI CUIAR CASE ARE NOT TO ffi DISTRIBUTED 
TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES. 



UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



DSTflDIT FTEID DIVISION 

At DETROIT, MICHIGAN , will maintain contact with 
confidential informants for the purpose of following further activities of 
the Subject. 



A copy of this report is being sent to the Chicago Field 
Division for information purposes in view of the alleged agitation against 
SKITH in that city and also to the Washington Field Division in view of SMITH'S 
expanded activities in Washington, D.C. 



-PENDING- 
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SOURCE OF INFORMATION 





with 

whose identity ie 
ureau« 



whose identity ie known 
ie Bureau. 
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aepttanoi aatter %m • w*W g tog lnreetlg etlYO report 
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aXohlgonj on tttrch 86* ljNof Be»WEne»^e*jfcoetst4.e oor&eo 
of the mtiUmaaf* Hms ca pege 16 of ttto report. 



h7<^ 



Ibis report, 90« will note, otto forth iiiforentlott 
to the effect that &dtfc it expending hit aaahlngtai 
«*MUee at the pmenl tine and that with the aaelatanoa 
of Ralph ataman end Ms wifo* aedeleias Baerasn* fa* la 
aateeptSnc *« MtaUdii a *j*ionallst Lobby to Vashinfton. 
&ft«wU« 1* ale* Mi forth 1a this report that dot* lo 
being collected for %lth*e proposed, naafciagton X«tter" 
1 telts nfattotartlst ftsvs Service.' 



aaltfc's aotlvltlec vo being oantlntally followed 
end as aAfitioaol reports are received, they will be 
mllnblo to yow. 



*^U* 






COMMUNICATIONS SECYiw. 
MAILED ]3 
* APR -9 !c .1 P.M.jotV 

FEDOA.L BUREAU Of rKyESTL^mai A 



U, 8. DEnWT«HY Of JUo 



W" 





APR 2 5 1945 



4 



\ 



n 



if 



•■tfsa. 



y Oflfe Met, 

P JJ EPBiWUJ 



.1 



v J 



TO 



>" 



'jfe&OM 



SUBJBCT: 



EFBlTOJ 
Mr. D. If. 
eVC Btri 



i 




<ZR|U) I*. 

tBBTAIffiSliil'Miif 

rexERix .mpr. .isfcrtiiM 



Attached ts * 
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Although It is jot entirely ciear whether' .*r : . talker hae ^6nu» ; Id' the 
America First Party r tlfi^erica First Cotoiittee, it 1« belief hn 1» ^f^n, 

ftf* 



First Party_f Qr^^pl^Jft^L^eJ^ " ' 
party is of recent origin and la ~£rj£ 
Walker states/ was r^asol^'linortW* 

tnaT-»aigrn«erVoTT9&^ 

America Rrst Conmitteo* 




.ware also connected with the 








,of caropaign expenditurefl before JF 
Act, wa s in itiated on^Jaroarx^iQj, 
and is continuing ^o^toSt* attantl 
«iforma£I6n"in^icaiin« thai **""* **"* 



w _„ «, ^ v<r «M «««iM«v ««>arauu« wv«wq this • test ease as 

j ^ stated by Mr. Walker. Tou will recall Stith W Us associates have also been 
SJL \^ Investigated by the Ifcreau for their ao-caHed Rationalist activities Acrlng 
!\ toe past several years* Ettforaatton deieloped in this Investigation which is 

•arried under the character, •Internal SecantTl S*litlen> is also beta* 
furnished ths .Criminal Division OX ^ >parj*ent. *fe~date. the M*&*lWvisi . 
while corrtinulng fc »U*lllJ«^^ 
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Broadway 

By DANTON WALKER £ 



//Mr^ffoe • n \y 
I «*• Tracy, 
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The following information has been received fror 

whose identity is known to the Bureau, concerningThe activi tries— L r\t\ 

SMITH during the period from March 16, 1945, to ApriL 5, 1945, 
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S!.!TTH is planning-a number of meetings of his followers in the 
near future. On Sunday, April 8, 1945, he will hold a meeting in Buffalo, 
New York, and has sent invitations for this meeting to all persons who attended 
his two previous meetings in Buffalo. He is also holding a meeting in Detroit, 
Michigan, on April 19, 1945. Informant believed that the Detroit meeting is 
to be helo at the Detroit Leland Hotel but did net know where the Buffalo 
meeting would be held,- As far as is known, SiOTK will be the only speaker at 
these meetings* 



'is*W; 



On April 20, 1945, S^ITH plans to 
cisco where he will observe the operations of the 
to be held in that city starting April 25, 1945. 
he plans to hold a series of meetings. The first 
on Sunday, April 22, 1945, at the LaSalle Hotel. 
one in the afternoon and the other in the evening 
j^OTSjof Indianapolis and DSAN E^fetTH of Chicago 
S?.'JTH. The meeting will be under the auspices of 
veterans and Subject SMITH'S name will not appear 
was expected that about 250 people would attend. 



leave Detroit for San Fran* 
United Nations Conference 
On his way to San Francisco 
of these will be in Chicago 
Two meetings will be held, 

The speakers will be CARL 
in addition to Subject 
a committee of world War II 
in connection with it. It 
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From Chicago Si!ITH will travel to St. Louis, Missouri, where 
he will hold a meeting on a date as yet undetermined. Thereafter, he will 
proceed westward holding meetings, according to the present schedule, at. 
Denver, Colorado, Salt Lake City, Utah, and possibly at Oakland. California. 

He was in contact recently with Mrs. D^JJ^iTj'.Sa^^fcJllftveland, 
Ohio, head of "a group of "professional mothers" in Jjjjat citfy, artt 
suggested to her that she and her followers shou3l7^rtP^r^3^945sessions 
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of the United Nations Conference at San Francisco'. She indicated that this 
was a good idea and that she might act upon it. SMITH stated he would see 
her there. 

SMITH has discussed at great length with his various followers 
the meeting which he held in Chicago on March 15, 1945, which meeting was 
picketed by persons whcm SMITH said were "Communist Jews" and which ended in 
a near riot, SMITH believes that the publicity incident to this meeting has 
reacted very favorably for him and that the newspapers branded the group as 
Communists. Ke believes the riot was incited by FISHBSIN, editor of the 

NJewish Sentinel." 

i 

H. JVTALTON, Secretary of the Plasterers' Union, whose hall 
was rented by SMJTF, for his Chicago meeting, advised SMITH that FISHBSIN had 
written to JOH^r ITZPATRICK, President of the Chicago Federation of Labor, 
and iVILLIAIVGRSSt?, President of the American Federation of Labor, making an 
official protest against the fact that the union had allowed SMITH to use 
the hall for the meeting and stating that there was a rumor that several 
former Bund members were active in the union. SMITH states that FISHBSIN 
pulled a "boner" in writing this letter to the union officials since they are 
all now mad at him and taking SMITH'S side. He also stated that the Commu- 
nists had always tried to make him appear anti-labor and that now labor is 
turning out to be his chief benefactor. He believes that the disturbance 
created at the Chicago meeting boomeranged against the per^^^J^^_ncited it. 
SMITH also states he has received a wire from a certain™ ■ of Chicago ^0, 
stating that the question at issue was freedom of speech and right of assem- 
blage and not the correctness or incorrectness of SMITH'S philosophy. 

SMITH is also taking an interest in meetings of other than 
his own organization. He made arrangements for anti-Communist literature to 
be distributed at a meeting addressed by EARL HR(7/fDER in Detroit on April 5, 
1945. However, at the last minute this plan was called off since he could 
get only one of his workers to agree to distribute the literature. However, 
he did have his secretary attend the meeting and make notes on what BRO'.VDiiR 
said. Informant states that his secretary advised SMITH that BROV.DER made 
no comment on him. 

He has been in contact with various Nationalist Associates 
during the past few weeks. He made an effort to contact Reverend HARVEY * 



/Sg&IEGSR-At Denver, Colorado, at whose church SMITH will hold his Denver 
meeting on his way to San Francisco. Informant did not believe, however, 
that SMITH had actually been in contact with SFRING5R. 



He was in contact with 3 'IrC-J/iJQjfC'JC.'AN, his former secretary, 
who has recently returned to Detroit after spending several months in Texas. 
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■ DO^fiiARLAN, a local lawyer who represents the mother of TYLER ^ 
,^-WTj advised SMITH recently that h^ had some interesting material for SMITH. 
"He has been in contact with G30RG3rJv , OSE who is his organizer of Vforld Ti'ar II 
jgjkns and who has recently been working in Chicago. An individual named 
[whose first name wasunknown to the informant, met with SMITH in Detroit 
on April 5 and 6, 1945. | B^- 3 a resident of Chicago, and informant did not 
know the ourpose of his meeting with SMITH. On March 31, 1945, SVJTH endeavored 
to contact some unknown individual at Little Rock, Arkansas. 

an employee of the Bureau of, Internal Revenue, 
spoke with SKITTI at considerable length concerning the latter 's tax problems. 
SMITH indicated that he wanted tc discuss with someone his "whole tax picture, 
war taxes, Social Security, etc." and that he wanted to see one of the "old 
timers" in the Bureau concerning this, since he had political enemies and did 

(ant to talk to anyone who had gotten a job during the last three years, 
stated he was an "old timer" since he had been^here twenty-nine years 

Jhat his policy was to give everybody a break. ■ [then stated, "I am 
calling you because I think we have the Revenue AgenTs^Siside checking on you 
from the Department in V/ashington and I don't want this against you.......... 

If they come along and tell me what to do and — well, I don't want to do it. 
I just wanted to give you a break so that is why I gave you a ring," 
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S>!ITH continues to expand his program for the distribution of 
literature. He is still sending copies of his monthly magazine to all members 
of Congress. He has had 10,000 of his Washington News letterheads printed and 
has ordered more of his Nationalist News Service stationery. VIRGINIA LOHBECK, 
who is in charge of his office, advised informant that within the last week 
she had run off 32, OCX} pieces of mimeographed literature. He is sending 
special material in addition to his regular monthly letter to all his Chicago 
followers. On one item of literature in particular, the exact nature of which 
was unknown to informant, S'.'ITH has already mailed out 6,985 copies and was 
preparing an additional 1,500 copies. 

In an apparent effort to expand his already large mailing 
list he obtained the names of two mailing list companies, Boyd's City Dispatch, 
114 Sast Twenty- third Street, and W. S. Ponton Company, 635 Sixth Avenue, both 
of New York. These companies are supposed to have lists of wealthy individuals 
and SMITH will obtain from them their mailing list catalogs. 

He has evidently had seme differences with a former close friend 
of his, Gt£)RG^C6T2l of Chicago, head of the Constitutional Americans. SMITH 
is unable to understand why F0ST3R is mad at him but on March 23, 1945, at a 
meeting of FOSTER'S group in- Chicago F0ST5R made an attack upon SMITH. 

Informant learned that on March 20, 1945, SMITH'S mail collec- 
tions amounted to 314.50 and on April 5, 1945, to v33.00. SMITH has added to 
his mailing list the name of R032R£<F0VrERS , one of the owners of the ARNOLD 
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Very truly yours, 





1/ A. GUERI*#»^ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Ton 0* Clark 
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(EHALD L. K. StlTH 
THMarmiCil FIRST PAMT 
IMTKKJAL SECORITr 

SEDITION 

For your further infomntion thrro are enclosed herewith photostatic 
copies of a leaflet eT^titled>^ar^ingt| , ', whioh re-ortcdly is being circulated 
by Stdth and his associates. 
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FEBbiAl &UR&MJ C" IKV£SflQATWN , 
U»£ DEPAfflftENT OF JU51IGE . " 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED mmm ,3n " 
HEREIN !£ iilf CiASSiriED " APR23ts 5 

WASJ± FROM CHICAGO 1 23 2-23 P 

Director and sac Detroit R?MTiN£ £ 

DROP. GERALD L. K. SMITH, INTERNAL SECURITY, SEDITION. 
TWO SPEECHES AT LA SALLE HOTEL, CHICAGO ON APRIL TWENTY S 
ESTIMATED TOTAL ATTENDANCE WAS EIGHT HUNDRED FIFTY. SMI 




D LAST. 

MADE FREQUENT 
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MENTION OF THE FACT THAT HE WAS IN ACCORD WITH ARCHBISHOP SAMUEL^BTRITCH 
OF CHICAGO IN OPPOSING THE AIMS OF RUgSIA AND ENGLAND AND REPEATEDLY 
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REFERRED TO THE-^SAN FRANC I SCO / PEACE CONFERENCE AS A COMBINED QUOTE 
DUMBARTON HOAX UNQUOTE QUOTE CRIME OF CRIMEA UNQUOTE AND QUOTE THE SAN 
FRANCISCO SELL OUT UNQUOTE, CLAIMING THAT THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 
WAS BEING SPONSORED TO PROMOTE AND SAFEGUARD BRITISH POSSESSIONS AND 
ENLARGE THE INTERNATIONAL STRENGTH OF RUSSIA. SUBJECT STATED HE WOULD 
BE AT THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE BUT WOULD FIRST MAKE SPE&HES IN 
ST LOUIS, DENVER, AND SALT LAKE CITY. FRED&ISTER ACTED AS MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES AND MADE MANY ANTI-SEMITIC STATEMENTS. DEAN E^SMITH, WHO 
HAS MADE A NUMBER OF APPEARANCES BEFORE THE CITIZENS USA COMMITTEE AND 
SIMILAR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS GAVE OPENING ADDRESS WHICH WAS EXTREMELY 
ANTI-BRITISH. THESE MEETINGS HAVE RECEIVED NO PUBLICITY IN LOCAL 



NEWSPAPERS INDICATING THAT THOSE IN 



ATTTENDANCE WERE HANDPICKED 



BY SMITH. COMPLETE REPORT WILL 'BE I SUBMITTED IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
DRAYTON ... -■ ■'= ■ • ; , .-=- 



Tim. s&vl 

ROIT TO BE ADVISED bUT** W5>\ 9 *?qJ? ^ 

w m 2 7 1945 . *jya«?jf7 szi^r 1 - ?VV 
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SAC, Detroit . 
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QSRALD L, K. SMITH 

FIRST PABTT 
INTERNAL SECURITT 
SEDITION 
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UNITED STATES GOVE&N^NirV 

**• "'-' : ' ---:■'-- - -■ lMr..I-*^'i-.---^:--- 
DATB: lpP U to*Mf ^"t 
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As you have been previously notified, the Subject SMITH la le^ rink 



,\,'h Detroit April 21, 1945 for an extended trip during which time he will hoIST "jf'j 
1/ ^meetings at Chicago, St« Louis, Denver, Salt Lake City, and san Francisco* ' /fa 

Traveling wi^h hla and acting as a personal and confidential secretary will tUj) 

be Hiss RENAT, 
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cc-Chlcago \|S^ 

St, Louis' . * 

Kansas City 

Denver ji '"..-.■ * 
! Salt Lake City 

San Francisco 
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April 21, 1945 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

c/o Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Attached herewith is the photostat to which I referred 
in my last communication with you. 

If anyone in Philadelphia is impersonati ng an FBI agent 
In an attempt to coerce a building management, I am sure 
that you will be anxious to put an end to such chicanery. 



ALL IHFOILMHra C9MED 
HEREIN !£ 'MIMED 

Enclosure 
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Sincerely yours, 
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MtMtrtSma Tuns e* hn»m Son 



Organised December 10, 1S47. 



ite Camp of the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America 



Incorporated by Art of Legislature 



OtgaaSzed December l£7rJa, 1847 

Mce of tTje fetatc ftectetarp 

SONS OF AMERICA BUILDING 
131749 N. Broad Stbect 
PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 



Ood, Our Ceuntej and Our Order 
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

ST1T1 PlEUDZMt 

imt. nss 

Shame kin Dam, Pa. 

SriTl ViCI-pBUtDlBT 

GEORGE H. LAR£, )t. 
322 L«monte Str,,t 
' Rojcboiough, PhJla. 28, Pal 



Statx Hum or Foimi 

FRANZ S. DOEBRMAK 

144 W. Douglas Street 

Reading, Pa. 

Stiff Tuuow 

EUGENE F. HENDRICKS 

1311 Hampden Blvd. 

Reading, Pa. 

Sim Sccutut 

CHARLES BRUMM REIMS 

Bona of America Building 

1317-19 North Broad Strtot 

Phfladelphia 22, Pa. 



April 13, 1945, 



t» Preserve Jh* Public School 

System. ' : v 

Mad* Educatloa compulsory. 

Plocod Flag oa School Houses. 

Removed distort od Tout Book* 
frost .School*. 



Mrs, Lllliam Parks, Secretary, 
Current Events Club , 
1317-19 N. Broad St,, 
Philadelphia, Pa/. 



Preserved Washington's Read- 
quarter* at Valley Forge. 

Owns acre of ground and 
monument at Washington's 
^Crossing. ._.; ^ygj*^ 

Helped save Betsy Roes Flag 
j Home.": 

Marked home of author of Na- 
tional Anthem. : ' : 



* Lincoln's Coll 

Furnished 27,000 member* to 
V World War I. : 

b Furnished 3000 members to 
, World War II. 

.National Defense program 
;' called finest in country. 



Assist Red Cross and Salvation 
.. Armj. 

Cooperates with all Veterans* 
: Organisations. i? . 

Cooperates with FVB. £ 

Sold andpurchased over 

1*20,000, OOu.OO in War Bonds. 



Presented thousands of flags 
and bibles to Schools and 

Churches. ',.•■■ 



one— uniting of Church' and 
State. 

Cmnp "rooms v the High 
Schools of American freedom. 

Restricted tmraigatJon IntoNa- 

• tion. .'", "..:■-. 



Owns Finest Patriotic Head- 
-,/ quarters in counter.' " 



ys Camp^-O 
.';..' ' Touth Movement. ,,. ' .". . 

£. Maintains Chatfonf Aged Folks 
i> ..Home. A Haven for brothers 
■■£*. and wive*. . ..-,■..;.*.•■- 



Dear Madam; - ""■■'"'■■ '* " ;" •■;;'. '"'■'"' '■ ; .-\- r ,'..■ 

Several complaints have reached us against your 
>ol ding me e t Ings, in our \Biiil d ing , t hrou^h memb e r s of 
the F.B.I, and otherwise. '?..., Today they a dviseus the 
Rev. Gerald Smith is to' speak here this* evening, ->■ ''?*** 
I am compelled under the circumstances to cancel./; : 
the lease, ^and advise you that we cannot permit your 
meeting here this evening if Mr. Smith is to be present 
or .deliver an address; -;*■'" ."'.,■ ■'"**' 



*>7^ -'-./ 



Very truiifcyours, * ■ ■:■'■' 

State Secretary, F.O.S.of A, 



CBH/MIH : ;,.'" 

PeS, W e made efforts to Teach you by telephone all 

afternoon. Your phone did not answer • 



'•»• -\*-,- 
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Director, FEU 

SAC, Detroit " '"" 

<35RAU> L. K^SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTT 
INTERNAL SECURITT 
SBDITIOH '.. , _ 



date. April 3, 1945_ 

ai I lurnou jmnu nnirmurn 

/ILL IIHUiUKMIUil ouiiimimj 

HEREIN \ Mj ,fts 

DATE njr'kv BY^^M- 
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Informants of the Detroit Field Division advise that 
Subject SMITH will leave Detroit on April 21 for the purpose of attending 
¥Mm international Conference of the United Nations which g il l w »«» 4 - 4 — 
San Francisco on April 25, 1945. Enroute to San Francisco, SMITH will 
stop at several cities for the purpose of holding meetings of his followers 
and nake speeches. The first meeting will be held in the Century Room 
of the La Salle Hotel, Chicago/ at 3:00 PM and 8:00 PM on Sunday, April 22. 
Because of the disturbances which attended SMITH'S meeting in Chicago on 
March 15 his connection with the meeting on April 22 will be kept secret 
and the meeting ostensibly will be held under the auspices of the "Veterans 
of World War II." This is a fictitious organisation existing in name only 
and set up by SMITH, for the purpose of holding this meeting. Speakers at 
the meeting in addition to the Subject SMITH will be CARIr4CTE of Indiana- 
polis and DEAN^JITH of Chicago. It is expected that about two hundred 
fifty people will attend the meeting. FREg^xfSTER will preside* 

On April 23 or 24 SMITH will hold a meeting in St. Louis 
at a place not definitely decided as yet. Informants believe it will be 
either one of the two meeting places, the Kiel Auditorium or at the 
DeSoto Hotel. RUTH-lftHBECK is said to be making the arrangements for the 
St* Louis meeting. After leaving St. Louis SMITH tentatively plans on 
stopping at Kansas City but informants did not know at this time whether 
he would hold a meeting there or simply a press cpnferencej 

On April 30, SMITH wil^ hold a meeting at Denver, Colorado, 
at the tabernacle of Reverend HARVEP^RINGER. Arrangements for this - 
meeting are said £o have been made by KENNETH^60FF. On leaving Denver, 
SMITH has made tentative arrangements to havVa meeting within the succeeding 
few days at fialt Lake Cijy, Utah, providing necessary arrangements can be 
made there. JEREMIAhV«TOKES and an individual named, MAC KNIGHT, both of . 
whom are believed to be lawyers, are said to have beerT trying to arrange sflv 
\ meeting at Salt Lake Citjc. t ...... - 1 - : dTd- - 
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SMITH plans on arriving at San Francisco during the- first 
few days of May, 1945. He has tentatively planned to stay in San Francis ee 
about three weeks. During this period he contemplates holding a meeting 
at Oakland, California, where a Mrs^ESsiQ, formerly a member of the 
America First Committee, will make arrangements for such a meeting. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERAID L. K. SMITH 

April 3, 1945 AMERICA FIRST PARTI 

INTERNAL SECURITT 
SEDITION 



SMITH is not believed to have any definite program outlined 
for opposition to the activities of the San Francisco Conference. At the 
present time he contemplates attending all the public sessions of the 
conference and will attempt to learn from such sources a a there are available 
all information which he can concerning the activities of the conference 
and its delegates. Since he has recently established the Nationalist News 
Service, he may attempt to qualify his wife and Miss RENATA*^3LGANT , his 
secretary, a a presa repreaentatives which would entitle them to attend 
sessions of the conference that SMITH himself might not be able to attend 
and in this manner get information which otherwise would not be available 
to him. IEGANT and Mrs. SMITH are accompanying SMITH to San Francisco 
but it is not believed that he is traveling with anyone else. 

The Chicago, St. Louis, Denver, Salt Lake City, and San 
■;«$$ Francisco Offices are requested to make arrangements for coverage of the 
meetings above referred to and the reporting of what takes place at such 
meetings. It should be noted that no surveillance of the Subject is 
desired nor should any agents attend any such meetings but coverage should 
$i~ 3 4 be effected solely through informants. In the event that SMITH holds a 

^j meeting at Kansas City the Kansas City Field Division is requested to make 
arrangements for similar coverage of such a meeting. In the event SMTTH 
holds only a press conference in that city it is requested that the Kansas 
?*;-<■•; City Office report the results of such press conference as set out in the 
j| daily newspapers. 

The San Francisco Field Division is requested to Is am through 
informants the nature and extent of SMITH'S activities in that city in 
connection with the United Nations Conference but it is believed advisable 
that such information be obtained solely through informants. 

Aa further information is obtained concerning the specific 
^} dates and places of the meetings above referred to and any other contem- 

plated activities of the Subject SMITH, the interested offices will be 
notified by the Detroit Field Division. 
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CC: Chicago 
St* Louis 
Kansas City 
Denver 

Salt Lake City 
San Francisco 
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April 11, 

$£?; Freierit 

oii«f ■ - -■;>-/' 

Division of Foreign Activity Correlation 
State Department ') j ..*■■;, 

Washington* B* C« '. l 



ALL INFORMATION CONTMNEB^ 
KERBS! ? f SCLASSIFIEO 
DATE— >^%^ JY^ftg^^, 



\p San Franeiaee Cotrtareaov 



Mr. ToXson 
Ur. E. A. 



with F«thftr_Coaghllr t And', m ora recently 

r^w^am^^^^f ***■* ft 6 * 1 * 



*> ««* alina*' 'delegates Vb the ian. 




to - . Carson 
Ur. Egan 

Mr. Henfio n 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Qulnn Tangs 
Ur. Neasa 
Miss Gandy; 
— 4* 
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APR 15 1945 ^M. 
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, We have received Information to the of foot that Gerald L. f - Smith, 

who yon will recall la the head of the America First Party ia Detroit, Michigan, 

will attend the International Conference of the United Nations in San Francisco, 

California* According to oar source of Information, Smith la not believed to 

hare any definite program outlined for opposition to the act IyI t lee of the 

San Francisco Conference, but does contemplate Attending all the public sessions 

*ef the conference and sill attempt to learn from each sources as there are 

available all Information he can concerning the activities of the conference and 

its delegates. It has been said that since Sedth has recently established the 

Nationalist Kewa Service he may attempt to qualify his wife and a Miss Renata 

Levant, his secretary, as press representatives, thus entitling then to attend 

sessions of the conference which Saith himself might not be able to attend and 

In this manner gather information which otherwise would not be available to him* 

Advice has also been received to the effect that Smith in a recent 
contact with Mrs, David Stanley of Cleveland, Chlo, suggested that she and other 
Bombers of her mothers! organisation also go to San Francisco for the conference, 
and Mrs* Stanley reportedly indicated that she would do so* We hfive also been 
Informed that at a meeting held in the home of Mrs. Blanche Winters of Detroit. 
Michigan, on March $8* 1945, Mrs* Winters stated that she, Tlvlan fellena of 
Saugatuck, Connecticut,. ! ■'raV ZjttI Tan Hynlng of Chicago and other na^l^al 
leaders of Mrs, Winters* pothers' organisation were planning \q. att^d ^Bhe San 
Francisco Conference iand planned to picket the meetings of the conf erenea and 
otherwise create ;d£stiAariceaV *' h. ' "■ • ."* "■'-■■.. ■.'■/■ ::j'.'-*'-. : -& • v.. *■;,■'.-' .. 

, It his also been reported to this Bureau that former congressQJn 
Martin t* Sweeney 1 recently organized a group In Cleveland, Ohio, lenoiri &*> the 
•Intelligent American. "otcrs League** ( Sweeney was reportedly formerly connected 

with Gerald L. K. Smith. ~ Accord*^ 
of Sweeney , s group It was decided to 
erencs to agitate and Vrlng about 
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Mr. Frederick B. Lyon 
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April 11, 1945 



attention to the faot that a just peace should be Bade at the eonferekMS«« t\ 
It was also decided that a group of veteran* and Gold Star Mothers would f» 
to the conference aa they expressed It "to raise Hell and see that America 
does not sell out to Russia** 



.. v.. 



In the event further information la received Vy the Bureau relative 
to the contemplated activities of the Individuals mentioned above at the San 
rrancisoo Conference, it will be made available to you* 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, Detroit 

SUBJECT: (£RALD L. &tWtH 
£P AMERICA FIRST PARTT 

INTERNAL SECURITT 
SEDITIOH 



date: April 17, 1945 



ALL WflBflM come 



In futherance of the information relative to the above Subject contained 
in the Detroit Field Division letter dated April 3, 1945, it baa been learned - 
through Informants of this Field Division that the Subject's meeting in Chicago 
will be held at the time and place mentioned in the reference letter* The meeting 
to be held in St* Louis will be in Assembly Room 2 at the Kiel Auditorium on 
April 24th « There will be no meeting at Kansas City but the meeting at Denver 
will be at the time and place set out in the reference letter* 

SMITH ia expected to arrive in salt Lake City on May 2 or 3, 1945 and 
Informant a believed that a meeting will be helclin that city, probably at one of 
the local hotels, either on May 2 or 3* 1945 •/Arrangements for this meeting are 
being made through JERmAH>STOKES and J. H/McKNIGHT* 

Subject SMITH wiil arrive in San Francisco en May 4 er 5# 1945* He has 
not yet been able to locate a place to stay* Informants state no definite plans 
have a a yet been made for the contemplated meeti ng in Oak la n ^ ^Cali fornia, referred 
to in the reference letter* . """" """"""" T ma yp^f^*s3iSmm, t^AZ^ 

SMITH ia expected to stay in San Francisco for several weeks, although 
he has ne definite plans as to the length of his stay* After leaving San Francisco 
he mavygo to Portland, Oregon to see the wife of former United States Senator 
RUFUS/HOLMAN* She is the widow of former United States Senator LUNEEEN of 

root a* Informants believe that SMITH may hold a meeting in Portland and that 
on his return from the Pacific Coast he may also hold a meeting in Bismarck, North 
Dakota, J^ere he is expected to contact friends of former United States Senator 
GERALD fifi. NTE* He may also hold a meeting at Minneapolis on his way back te 
Detroit* ' As further information is obtained concerning the meetings at Portland, 
Bismarck, and Minneapolis, office e covering those points will be notified* 

As requested In reference letter the Chicago, St, Louis, Denver, Salt 
Lake City, and San Francisco Offices are requested to arrange for coverage and „, 
reporting of the meetings above set out but it is again being pointed out that 
this coverage should be effected eolely through Informants* Since no meeting ia 
being held by the Subject in Kansas City, the Kansas City Field Division is 4^ 

requested to report any press conference held by the Subject in that city as the^~*"~_ 
result of said conference may appear in the daily newspapers* The San Francisco ~ 
Field Division, while SMITH Is in San Francisco, will effect such coverage of his 
activities as is set out in the reference letter* r"7 ^. , «^_, . w 
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Letter to Director 
4/17/45 



Bet GERAUD L, K* SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



;.-sfl 



^3 



m 



In all reports submitted by the above Field Divisions, the Detroit 
Field. Division should be carried a a the office of origin, 

SMITH will also hold a meeting for hia followers at the English Room 
of the Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, at 8t00 p.m., on April 19, 1945. He will 
be the sole speaker and according to the card advertising the meeting will 
discuss, "The Breton Woods - 'Steal', The Dumbarton - 'Hoax 1 , and the San 
Francisco - 'Sell-Out' »■ The card also states that this meeting is being held 
on the eve of SMITH'S departure for San Francisco and a West Coast speaking 
tour and that he and ten instructed observers will study the San Francisco 
United Nations Conference in behalf of twenty-one Nationalists Groups* As far 
as is known the only persons traveling with SMITH on this trip to the West Coast 
will be his wife and his Secretary Miss RENATA y a£GANT« Coverage of the Detroit 
meeting will be effected through Informants of /the Detroit Field Division. 
SMITH will leave Detroit on April 21, 1945. ' 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



DATE: April 16, 1945 
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SAC, N3F YORK 

subject-. -yGEKATi) L.K. SMITH, -was. 

f^f, f • 6//.!^RICA FIRST PARTY 

{V '' INTERNAL. SECURITY - 

SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION 

FEPVRAL CORRUPT PRACTTC 1 © ACT of 1925 

(Bureau File #62-43318) 



Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 1 
dated at Washington, D.C., March 7, 1945, in the above captioned 
^Jiisreport contained a lead for the Nerr York Office to contact _ 
W j^of tKv Anti-Nazi League, New York City, to determine the identity 

^^hegirl whoSis reported to be ercployed in the office of GERALD L.K. 
SMITH by the AntiVIazi League. 

In view of the relations between the Anti-Nazi League and the 
New York Field Division this lead is not being covered at the present tine. 
It is believed that the Detroit Office may be in a position to ascertain 
the identity of this person. No investigation will be conducted in this 
matter by the New York Office unless specifically requested by the Detroit 
Field Division, 
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fie; GMD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 

tSolwerica FIRST PARTI 

INTERNAL SECURITY 

SEDITION 
(62-43316; 4**fm) 
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£ *-"' : \t>b$ Subject's activities fi 

k *' .ki*wn to the Bureau, during the 
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per 



rom Apr 



.on r eceived concerning i 

whose identity ia ^7D 

to April ^1945, **fa}y^, 
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t - tu w SMTH'S reaction to the death of President ROOSEVELT was 

« 3ra* a good thing the president had died since it was a case of one man with 
'loo much authority for too long a period of time, SMITH stated it was apparent 
that HITLER was now out and with ROOSEVELT dead it appeared that all those who 
try to get all the power in their own hands, soon pass out of the picture. 
He felt that the death of ROOSEVELT left CHURCHILL and STALIN in bad shape 
since to them it was like the death of Santa Claus. He felt that TRUMAN was 
the best man on any of the tickets last fall and would make a better President 
than WALLACE. He stated he was thankful that WALLACE had not been Vice Presi- 
dent or the country would now be in the hands of the Reds. 

SMITH receivqd information from RAL?!f=aAERMAN, his Washington 
contact man, to the effect that President ROOSEVELT had been in very bad 
health for sometime prior to his death and that Mr. HOSENMAN had been signing 
documents for the president. BAERMAN stated that HARRX^HOPKIMS was the most 
important man in Washington today since he alone knew ox^he commitments made 
at Yalta but that BAERMAN did not know the relationship between HOPKINS and 
President TRUMAN. BAERMAN thought that TRUMAN was hated by WALLACE and would 
have to get rid of WALLACE and other enemies within the Government or they 
would ruin him. SMITH spoke to DGW^iOHBBCK, his former secretary, who is now 
in a conscientious objector camp, and LOHBECK stated that if President 
ROOSEVELT had died three months earlier, WALLACE would be President now and 
there wouldn't be anything to feel relaxed about. SMITH considers ROOSEVELT'S 
death to be a parallel to that of Judge EICHER, who was presiding at the 4^ 

Washington sedition trial, since in both cases the individual had died before^" 
the, "crowd" around him could put through the Ideas they planned* ii>l(? ,.;/^ r '?0J 
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Letter to the Director Rej GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. et al 

April 23, 1945 INTERNAL SECURITY 

SEDITION 



As a result of PresidentROOSEVELT'S death, SMITH made some 
changes In his monthly magazine, "TKe^jross and the Flag," which was in 
the course of preparation when the president died. He withdrew all 
derogatory references to Mr. ROOSEVELT and changed all items which were 
outdated by the presidents death. One of the articles which he prepared 
following ROOSEVELT'S death stated that President TRUMAN had not been in 
, the confidence of president ROOSEVELT and knew little of what had been 

e* : j| going on in the White House or among any of the great powers. He stated 

that ROOSEVELT had died with the secrets of the world on his heart, SMITH 
stated that TRUMAN had not been ROOSEVELT'S choice for Vice President, but 
he had been forced onto the ticket by a coalition of Southern and Western 
Democrats and that everyone at the last Democratic Convention knew in 
nominating TRUMAN that they were nominating the next president of the United 
States. SMITH stated that only God could save TRUMAN from the clutches of 
the most ruthless and highly financed set of international conspirators the 

SS5 world had ever known. 



With reference to President TRUMAN, he stated that he was a 

conmoner, that "He's like us", and some might call him a hillbilly, SMITH 
*$$$ stated that "I'm for Grandma TRUMAH, if HARHT goes with Grandma, I f a for 

<lf;^A him, but if he allows those seaboard sophisticates, London chiselers, Moscow 

planners and 'flashing toon pinks to kidnap him, then I am against him, I will 
tfs3l assume that he is the prodigal son raised in the right family but drifted 

into the wrong company •■ Later, SMITH commented that TRUMAN'S first speech 
g^pj had been very good, emphasizing justice and the fact that the great powers 

should serve the world and not dominate it. 

Dr. LELA^i^RION of Pontiac, Michigan, SMITH'S candidate for 
Governor of Michigan on the AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket last November, stated 
he suspected that President ROOSEVELT was not really dead, that no one had 
ever seen him lying in state in a casket and that the funeral had been con- 
ducted very soon after his death. MARION felt there might be a diabolical 
J§53 scheme backed by the Jews for the purpose of having ROOSEVELT re-appear at 

some time in the future to become the head of the world government. SMITH 
told MARION he would check through his Tfashington sources to learn if anyone 
reputable actually had seen President ROOSEVELT'S body following his death, 

SMITH ie planning a trip to San Francisco for the purposs of 
attending and observing the sessions of the United Nations Conference to 
be held at that City. He has told informant he will report on the activities 
of the Conference for twenty-six members of Congress, both Senators and 
Representatives, and will also make reports to about 100 periodicals. On 
his way from Detroit to San Francisco, he will hold meetings of his followers 
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at Chicago on April 22, St, Louis on April 24, Denver on April 30, and Salt 
Lake City on May 3- The meetings in these towns will be held respectively 
at the laSalle Hotel in Chicago, assembly room number two of the Kiel 
#2^% Auditorium in St. Louis, at Englewood Tabernacle of Dr. HARVEJJsSPRIIGER 

in Denver, and at Hotel Utah at Salt Lake, City. SMITH expects to arrive 
in San Francisco on May 6 and his length of stay in that City is indefinite. 
He may also hold a meeting of his followers in San Francisco or Oakland since 
he has stated there are a lot of "old A1ERICA FIRSTERS" out there. He has 



been unabletoobtainhotel accommodations as yet in San Francisco and has i/lt/ 
requested^ ^ secretary to Senator HOMBfk^ERGUSON of Michigan, 

to obtain ^note^room for him. SMITH will be accompanied by Mrs. SMITH 



ffegjg to obtain a hotel room for him. SMITH will be accompanied by Mrs. SMITH 

g%j| and his secretary, RENAT**SECrANT. SMITH planned to leave Detroit for the 

5Sra| etart of his trip on April 21, 1%5# 

J|^fe| On April 6, 1945, SMITH went to Buffalo, New York, to address 

§J£§ a conference on monetary problems sponsored by J03EPn*>ST0EPEL, a friend 

'"^"^ and associate of his who lives in Buffalo. This conference was held at 

the Statler Hotel in Buffalo. 

On April 19, SMITH held a meeting of his followers at the 
English Room of the Book-Cadillac Hotel in Detroit. Accommodations were 
provided far 350 people and the room was filled. SMITH was the only 
speaker and he told his followers of his contemplated trip to the pacific 
Coast and also of the probable effect that the death of President ROOSEVELT 
would have upon the future policies of the United States. Informant states 
SMITH *S Chicago meeting on April 22 would be under the auspices of the 
Committee of Veterans of World 7/ar II and that arrangements for the meeting 
had been made by FREB^JSTER of Chicago, a friend of SMITH'S, The speakers 
would be CARL H^M^TE of Indianapolis and DEAN fiv^SMITH of Chicago, both 
close friends of SMITH. SMITH would also speak, although his name was not 
mentioned in connection with the arrangements made at the meeting places* 
The St. Louis meeting is being held under the sponsorship of the "National 
Qnergency Committee", which is said to represent "twenty-one nationalist 

," Arrangemen ts for the Salt Lake City meeting were made through t 

a friend of SMTTH, who Is located at 218 Atlas Building, i?7c^ 

Salt Lake City* 




SMITH has been in contact with various associates and nationalist 
leaders in recent weeks. DON L0H3ECK, his former secretary, was in Detroit 
some weeks ago and SMITH also contact ed him wh en he spoke at Buffalo, New i 

lork, on April 8. An individual namecM M whose first name informant did M?7c^ 
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not know, was in Detroit dur ing the fi rs] 
on several occasions. 




... ^ftjfrmfir 

to develop as an organizer oi 



OEOR^VOSE, 
th~e Nationalist 



wnoar SMITH nas Deen try' 

Veterans of »forld flar II was in Detroit recently and in contact with SMITH, 
TKe^ejrish Sentinel, a Chicago newspaper which has frequently attacked 
SMITH, is reported to have recently published an article stating that 
VOSE had received a dishonorable discharge from the United States Army. 
SMITH believes that VOSE has a good basis for a libel suit against this 
paper since V0SE*S discharge from the United states Army was honorable. 

An individual named | | representing the Jewish press and 
publicity Service, which publishes a paper known as "The Day" at 60 East 
42nd Street, New York, attempted to interview SMITH but was not able to do 
so. DOTWJARLAN, a Detroit lawyer who represents the mother of TIL^ifflNT 
was in contact with SMITH recently for the purpose of giving him some in- 
formation which HAINAN stated would be of value to him. ffippre^UATM^ Pf_ 
Flint, Michigan, contacted vaOTH from Washington to statethat he had spent 
some time with Justice FRANKN&RPHY and had "gotten the low-down" on the 
Washington situation as it existed following the death of President 
ROOSEVILT. MAINS is known to be a reporter for a Flint newspaper, a 
national organizer of the Blue Star Mothers and a Captain in the Michigan 
State Troops. An individual named JACOB, evidently from out-of-town, 
whose full name was unknown to informant, was in contact with SMITH on 
April 9« BERNARlT^SOMAN, SMITH'S former assistant who left his employ in 
November of 1944 and spent several months in Texas, has now returned to 
Qetroitan^ra^in contact with SMITH. ; SMITH also spoke to FREDtKJSTSI 
' afid ■ Bof Chicago, and CAIuTStOTE of Indianapolis, in connection 

with^S^n^^omletings on April 22. He received a letter from pARK^fts§AC 
former sedition trial defendant, advising that SAGE was not connected in any 
way with HOMElt-^ElTZ and that SAGE would attend the San Francisco Conference. 

GB0RG5-KQSTEH of Chicago, ahead of tlie^Constitutional Americans' 
and a former close friend of SMITH'S, has recently 'be^me unfriendly to" 
SMITH as a result of some disagreement unknown to informant. SMITH was ab- 
sent from Detroit from April 12 to April. 15, inclusive, during which i lme 
he visited his mother and father at Delavan, Wisconsin. . Informant was not 
able to learn much concerning SMITH , S receipts through the mail. On April 
11 the receipts were $28.50. SMITH stated that he had received over 300 
responses from his followers up to April 18, 1945, although informant did 
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not know the total amount of money received, SMITH has been endeavoring to 
cut down his expenses somewhat, stating that during the summertime the in- 
come would be smaller and he wanted to reduce the expenses as much as 
possible. The payroll for extra help at his office during one week in 
April was $228.40. An additional report to be sent to one of the Congressional 
committees investigating campaign expenditures was received by S1OTH during 
the early part of April and he advised DON L0K3ECK to sign his name to the 
bottom of three or four blank pieces of paper so that when "they send in 
that report," evidently referring to the report required by the Congressional 
committee, they can have his signature for It. SMITH continues to send out 
large quantities of literature. He sent 100 copies of his April letter to 
S. OyfSANDERSON, 11 Twelfth Street, SE, Rochester, Minnesota, and distributed 
400cbpies of a book by BERTHA^EBE at his Detroit meeting on Thursday night. 
He has ordered 2,000 copies of a book by EAgI>SOUTHARD of Chicago (probably 
the book "Forty Years of ROOSEVELT"), but has only received 1,000 so far. 
He is arranging with DON LOHBECK to publish some sort of pamphlet written 
by a person calling himself "AMERICAN US." He plans to start a subscription 
campaign for his magazine on April 20. 



ingx 




Among his subscribers, informant learned the names of the follow- 



San Francisco; 
^Detroit; 

ts unknow n; 

Pittsburgh; 
Pitts burgh; 

jtiladelphia; 

Ohio; 

»t. Paul, Minnesota; 
Ohio. 




Denver, 



Sk'ITH has received mail 
of prospect, Ohio, from _ 
Chicago, from Congressman C 
olorado. 




of Chicaj 
of St.^Louls. from! 
QFFHAN and a' 



from 



/ 1 




Very truly ,/ours, 
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gjeraU oU. Ui. cJnxiih, LDeiroii, \f Michigan 
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Post Office. Box 459 



April 
18th 

1945 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hooveri 

Attached is a photostatic copy *of a letter which speaks for 
itself. The letter is singular in several respects: 

1* There had been no arrangement for me to speak 
in Philadelphia as the letter suggests. 

2. I am convinced that no representative of your 
Department attempted to coerce the management 
of the building referred to in an attempt to 
prevent my speaking in Phi-r 




3. 1 have confidence in you to believe that yplT 
would not participate in any plan to deny an 
American eitisen his civil liberties, . 

It is my personal opinion that someone in Philadelphia is 
impersonating a representative of your Department. 

May I have an early reply from you concerning this matter. 

Sincerely yours 
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QerM o£ OC. cfmlili, Oeiroii, ^Michigan 



Post Office Box 459 
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April 

19th 
1945 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover h\[ ^TOl CONTAINED 

Federal Bureau of Investigat ion ..Iiwi ;-» ** -r »-.^-«m 
Washington, D. C. KERtlfl £ UiJi-f-^rjED { 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Attached is a carbon copy 
April 18. After the origi 
discovered that through a 
referred to was not enclos 
stated and the copy will b 
two hours. I do enclose, 
the letter which is now be 
help you to interpret the 
you on the 18th, copy of w 

As soon as the letter refe 
be returned to Philadelphi 






DATE /p/'-fc/rc- tV/igi*gJ^ 

\ 
of a letter I sent to you on 
nal letter was in the mail we 
clerical error the photostat 
ed. The letter is being photo- 
e rushed to you within seventy- 
however, a typewritten copy of 
ing photostated. This will 
meaning of the letter I wrote 
hich I attach herewith.. .. c^r^s 




rred to is photostated, it will 
a » ** 





Sincerely yours, 

hut*? C 

IRALD V. K. 



„ yours, - 



GERALD 



SMITH 
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April ''.-■ 

','.■■ ^ 18th '■■■■' 

: '■ ■: ., .■;- ... , -r ■/';;■;"' -~ ~ ■;--■;■ U..; '" -. 1945 -v' 

Mr. J. Kdgar Hoover L ' 

Federal Bureau of Investigation . : '\ '■'""' 

Washington, D. C # \ 

Dear Mr. Hooven 

itself^ tJI/i^? 1 ^?' 11 ? C °? y °f ' l6tteP Whlch 8 ^ ak » '** 
Itself. The letter la singular in several respects I 

1. J her « had been no arrangement for ee to apeak 
in Philadelphia as the letter suggests. ■ 

2. I am convinced that no representative of your 
Department attempted to coerce the management 
or the building referred to in an attempt to 
prevent my speaking in Philadelphia. 

3. I have confidence in you to believe that you 
would not participate in any plan to deny an 

;■ American citixen his civil liberties,^ 

"H-. .. .* .4.: ■ 

It is my personal opinion that someone in Philadelphia is 
impersonating a representative of your Department. 

Kay 1 have an early reply from you concerning this matter. 

;.,-''.,-■ ,■!'•'"■:■ .-■■.■ ..*■■:'. Sincerely yours. 



GLKSiL 
Sncl • 



OKRALD L. K. SMITH 



ALL INFQM'O CONTAINED 
KEEK £ ^iiWm 

DATE ye/ii/rLBl &m zi 



■*",**■ 



6 .7 .// 5 ?/£- 7/3 



Note: Original e.i V of following letter i« I*. ,ig photostated. 
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STATE CAUP OF THE PATRIOTIC 
ORDER SONS OF AMERICA 

Office of the State Secretary 

Sons of America Building _f 

1317-19 M. Broad Street \" ' 
Philadelphia 22, Pennsylvania' 
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Urs. Lillian^vParkB, Secretary 
"^SJ Current Events* Club 

^^17-19 N. Broad St. ■> : 
Philadelphia, Pa- 
Dear Uadams 

Several complaints have reached 
Building, through members of the F 
vise us the Rev. GeralcPomi^fe^is to 

I am compelled under t 
you that we cannot pe 
to be present or deli 



CBH?MIH 



?.S. We made 
phone did not 





April 13,^45 



our holding meetings in our 
6 otherwise. Today they ad- 
here this evening. 

eel the lease, and advise 
this evening if Ur. Smith is 



Very truly yours, 

/a/ C. B v melms. V 

State Secretary, P.O.S. of A. 



each you by telephone all afternoon. Tour 
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ALL INFORMATSON CONTAINER' 

DATE /*/*/&- lism^^ 



K. 



/ 



/ O Cy / V 



/7/1 3 
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lb*. Oerald L. K. ftdth '.•■.'- 

Poet Office Box 4J9 
Detroit, HieMgaa 

Doer Slrt 

I cm la receipt of your letters feted April 18 end April 19, 1945, 
with enclosures* .-,.■:-. 

Tou may be Assured that the assumptions you set forth in your letter 
of April 16 are correct | i.e., no representative of thia Bureau haa at any 
tine attempted to ooeroe the management of any building to prevent your a peak- 
ing In Philadelphia or engaged in any activities designed to deny an American 
oitisen hie olvil liberties.* 

X appreciate your bringing thia natter to ny attention ao that you 
will have no question concerning the policies of the FBI. 

7wj truly yours. 



/* 



rj\ 




Co - Philadelphia (with looming) 



John Edgar Boovar 
Director 
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fcr. Lad<j " 



Ux. Pcnnlfi.-con 

Mr. Quinn Taan £-, _ , , 

l£r. teaa. FT {ZMj'-iA'u 

Ulsz Oarvi~ <• -^ ■ * ' J 
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Office- 'NLewwrandutn \ united states government 
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TO 



D. M. Ladd 








from : J» K. Mumf 02^-^ 
SUBJECT: GERALD L. KraaiH 



DATE; April 26^3945 



Calii lit 50 «a 

JKW:CAB . - 



At the above time I spoke with SAC Sears,- Philadelphia Field 
Division regarding the captioned Individual* Mr. flea re fltaAe4_frhat at no 
time^w as <fi% , told ly an F^ agenl^J^t^S^th .was.,. 1&. speak-. a:fc, a. .meeting 
of ^the_Cu?renT' Events Group. Helms'* cmly ^"f ormation on this was a telfi- 
phon e_ca li and" "he ha s '. s ta t e£ ..the wo rd ing of his let t |g£to] Mrs/] |4llian_ 
->^rtsjpfasjljic9wecjt» "Mr. Sears" furnished i the" detail's" as follow* i7*T~ . 




Mr. Qulrm Tamni_ 
Tsls. Room 
Mr. Hoase^ 

¥las Candy" 




of the Philadelphia_0£fice, '.. 
on a p lant and' was* orTTais way to 
^■^jv^^g^elS^'crace^lng^e 
the^BlueStar 1£ others* During the conversation jHHfcjjU \" 



Last .summer^ Special. Agent 

called_on_ geJLnia^ At the present tim 

that plant and_could not be reached 07 noon. 
>vCurrent Events Group/* ^^^ 

re po rt ed a a_s ayih g. -t h© group . was reportedly _ anti-Semitic . . repp rt edly_ 4pro-«» «*, 

and as haying. Intimated. .that the^Patriotic Order Sons of America would be .better 
: off without thisgy?oup. Mr. §eai^state^ttiat although he has not yet talked 

personally toW I he does not ,thinl^^HB*ould have intimated the _Patriotic 

Order Sons of America 



7c 




over 
rrent Events 



had numerous telephone calls.. re^rd^g^he^Qurrent.^ents^r^iD 
and progres si vely became annoyed with thi s matt e r* Qi Ap ril 13« 1945. he re- 
ceived an^anon^ousjelephp^ said^ttet 

GeraJLdTL . . K*. jSSltE was- ^oing- to- address Jfae. .grouj^eet ^^JN&iilsbJU, ffips 
then decided it was tine ^tc^take some action and wrote the letter^ a -.. co ny, of^ . 
whi cjTlar* fiT tne 'Bureau ' s *pos se s sibn, t o MrsT Lillian Parks w hich. wajs_.hfl nded.to. 
the^group wfrerr^^rrived thairriigftt.. The balance of the rent was refunded and 
the l ease cancel efl. - ~; _ v ; . - •.■ . ■ : . ]..- : ,■: . ■;- : - : V . *:■ : . ..'\ • :./■' /J- ■ '-, "; ..- ,; :. 



y^ 



o 



Earlier on April 13, 1945, Helms called IB Secretary 
Ueyor-gamuels, and advised him of the telephone cal^SnU^^ * ^Tou »d better 
some squad cars and detectives up here tonight « n ■ Bhad told him thi 

group was a trouble maker an d had been put out ol thnaelphia Hotel. Helms 
does not recall any visit by* Jor others of the Anti-Defamation 

Council.. :.-^^^^^^^-.. ■-.!'":. -. E^Npi^fc 

Re^rding Mr. Hel*is» letter to Mrs. Lillian parks dated April lj, 
stating "Several complaints have reached us against your holding meetings 
building, through members of the FHI and otherwise. Today they advise us t 
Gerald^Smitb i is to speak here this evening* , H e ^ms statedlyie^ageafc.vmade.no 
complaint as such but didjstatejthe. group was^jpepp.rtedlj?;.. anti-Semil'ip ^wi r 
pro- German. ^ Helms further advised that if Jhis" group was being investigate 
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the FBI, as was obvious, he wanted to and still does want to cooperate. He said hi? 
use of the word "complaint" in his letter is unfortunate and not exactly correct, 
He stated he was at no time told by an agent that anith was to speak, his only 
source of information being the above-mentioned telephone call. 

lone call on April 25, 1945, from 

who stated her husband was a member of 
he Patriotic Order Sons or America. "Srie stated the Current Events Group consisted 
of all good Ca.tholics and nice people and she argued generally in their favor. 

Helms sent a letter yesterday to Mayor Samuels, stating he canceled the 




lease of the Current Events Club and that he had talked toB Bwho had ad- 

vised that this group was put out of the Adelphia Hotel, whicr^wasnot the case. 
Helms stated in this letter that he had been approached by Christian elements and 
asked for an explanation; further, "I can only say that agents of the FBI had ad- 
vised me they were pro-Nazi but my informants tell me this is not the case but i 
they are a group of Catholic la dies..... opposed to the so-called New Deal and to 1/ 
some extent in opposition to radical Jewish elements." Helms stated he wants to Ij 
give everybody a fair chance to have his say. 

Mr. S ears stated he was not worried about Helms »_ letter to y th& L'ayar 
s in c e t hej>h iladelpKxa . % 6J?1 #e~l f very " Jriendly ""wit£ii'*'^fie^a^i:^s^^^.QC • Mr. Sea rs 
state<T~Ih conclusion that the' situation can be summed up as set out in theT'lfst 

para^^pH^of' tMs memorandum."' 

I advised Mr. Sears^ttat i£ woul^ 
to submit an exglaj^^ 

hi s ques iTon* ""* 



hn^ 



ACTION* 



Attached for your approval is a suggested reply to Stoith. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

lJ Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregate 

material available for release to you. 

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

CJ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Documents) originating with the following government agency<ies) _ 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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13 For your information: Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 
was not xeroxed for release. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 ____ 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT EETRQIT, MICHIGAH 



DKTTOIT "leno. 62-11^6 



report made AT 



DETROIT, MTCHIGAK 



DATS WHEN MADS 



4/19/45 



period por 
which mask -- 

2/9; 3/1354/2, 



Tnu 



£ 



!• K* *< 



16/5T 



CERALD L. fti SKLTH, with aliases; 
'AMERICA FIRST PARTT ; 



MTORTHAMW 



EJO 



CHARACTER Or CAM ,-■-*' - 

FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



REFERENCES! 



Since hie re tush from Texas several month* 
ago, BERNARD J/XJUAN has been living at hla 
former Detrdft address, 603 Philip Street. 
Is reported to be planning to set up a 
shop for mimeographing and printing and is 
known to be in contact with his former *. 
employer GERALD L. K. SMITH for the purpose 
of obtaining business from SMITH. Records 
of Michigan Secretary of State indicate 
certification of candidates filed by 
Africa First Party on August 3, 1944 which 
includes SMITH as nominee for President. 



Bureau File 62-43818 



Bureau letter dated January 30, 1945 to 
Washington Field Division copy to Detroit 
Field Division. 

Teletype from Detroit Field Division dated 
April 2, 1945 to the Bureau. 

Bureau letter dated April 9, 1945 to the 
Detroit Field Division* ; :w v .■ - ■*■; 
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£L DETROIT, MICHIOAH 




APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 



.ft jf.^WQ 



i-BciAL. Aawr 



(V * !Jt5i '-- 



QbBureau 
3 Detroit 



COPIES OF THI. REPORT 
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DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACI 
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whose identity is known to 

the tfureau, conf inns fahat W I has stated concerning 

DOMAN and indicates that DoSBSni&^beeninrrequen^contact with SMITH and 
apparently is on excellent terns with hia» DC MAN has not, however, given any 
indication that ha »*n » train gr> in mnrV fnn SMITH as his Secretary and 




fcrtj) 



In connection with the various reports, which the Subject 
SMITH has been required to file with Campaign Expenditures Committees of the .- 
United States Senate and House of Representatives, Informant ZMT states that 
SMITH has recently been preparing an additional report for submiseion to one of 
these Congressional Committees although Informant did not know wMpfc"one« In 
the same connection SMITH recently advised his wife to have IX)£pfOHBECK, his .'.. 
former Secretary who is at present in a Conscientious Objector Camp in New York 
State but who was in Detroit for a few days recently, to "sigh his name to the 
bottom of three or four blank pieces of paper so when they send in that report, 
they con have hie signature on it," Informant believed that the report, which 
SMITH was referring to, was the above-mentioned report being sent to the 
Congressional Committee* : .;, . . '« ■ 



Investigation by Special AgentB fpt Lansing, 

Michigan, indicates that the certification of cancUdatesflle^Ty the AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY with the Michigan Secretary of State at Lansing, Michigan, on 
August 3rd contains the name of CERALD L. K. SMITH as the Party* s nominee for 
President of the United States* The certification states that each candidate 
listed thereon has been notified of his candidacy end is agreeable to such 
nomination. The certification, which is dated Augus* 2, 1944, is apparently 
signed by KENNETH C.&EBER as Chairman and RENAX^KeGAMT as Secretary and is 
notarized by JAMES fJkEATING, Notary Public for Wayne County, Michigan, 
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,of the Compiling Division of the Secretary of Stttf 

>ce, adviser that G. ?• HARTUAH, Deputy Secretary of Stata at Lansing, V 
Michigan, is the proper person to subpoena in the event It Is desired that the. 
above-mentioned certification be produced in court* The above information 
concerning this certification was furnished to the Bureau by the Detroit Field 
Division by letter dated February 10, 1945* " : * "' 
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c^ 



°«?"-5-, 



In view of the information set out in the reference 
teletype and the reference Bureau letter dated April 9» 1945 , DOMAN ia not 
being interviewed at present and no further action ia being taken by the Detroit 
Field Division in this matter pending receipt of advice from the Bureau as to 
whether or not DOMAN should be interviewed* 
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.';/■;' ■".'.'" *: '."V .■-■:■;■''' V""./ ; UNDEVELOPED LEAD '^'^**%~- .£ J"' ~'" ' "^ '* *" 



'**f -■'-' -/-..'V. 



CETROIT FIELD DIVISION 



r*'- . :. 



-;*' 



At DETROIT . MICHIGAN. ' will conduct such further iiiTet- > 
tigation in the lnatant natter as may be specified by the Bureau, 
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Assistant Attorney Oenersl Tot C. Clark April 30, \9kS 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

GERALD L. K. SMITH '■ / - ' '\ V^-Vi- ";..- "/;;" 

AMERICA FliST PAHTT <- ^ ■ r* 

FEDERAL OORHDPT PRACTICES ACT OF 192$ ■ 



* V Reference is made to ny memorandum dated April 20, 19h$ t wherein 

/iJ 0U wer * fUpniine<J information relative to the above captioned natter* 

•; ? jf For your further information, there is en closed herewith a copy of 

t the investigative report submitted by Special Agent fl I dated 

April 19, 19U5, at Detroit, Michigan. ■sssjssjjjjsjjsssssf 
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UNITED STATES <X)VERNMENT 



X ^ TO 



Director, FBI . 



DATE; 



; April 26, 1945 




SAC, Detroit 

i * subject: y<3HIAU) L. K. SklTH; 
" A1KKICA F1HST PAHH 



/. 




; w 



INTHINAL SBCURITI 
SEDITIOH 



*--! 



- In furtherance of the information contained in Detroit 
Field Division letters of April 3 and 17, 1945, relative to the activities 
of the Subject SMITH, it has been learned that the meeting of his f ollow- 
ers which SMITH will hold in Salt Lake City will be at the Hotel Utah on 
May 3, 1945, at 8x00 p.m. It is believed that this will be a rather small 
meeting and probably no more than one hundred persona will attend. 




Arr 



and 



menta fo r the meeting have been made through 
of Salt Lake City. 




l>7c^ 



Aa requested in the letters above referred -to, the 
Salt Lake City Field Division will arrange for covering and reporting thia 
meeting but it is again being pointed out that this coverage should be 
effected solely through informants and no Agents should attend such meet- 




stay in Salt Lake. 



Wo surveillance of Subject SMITH is desired during his 
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* 50 MA ^ 2 1945 
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f ^ysjjice Memorandum* unitedstates government 



TO 



: Director, FBI 
from Jt\3a3', Detroit 

P 9 

subject=GERALD L. K. SMITH 
Q&ERICA FIRST PARTY 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



date: May 5* 1945 



) 



*^ 




We are in receipt of a letter dated April 13, 1945 from the St, Louis 
Field Division requesting advice as to whether recordings made of a 
meeting held by the Subject S1OTH in St, Louis on February 17, 1944 
should be retained or may be destroyed by that Office." The St, Louis 
letter states that a fullaccoun^o^the meeting was set out in the 
report of Special Agent fl B dated March 6, 1944 at St* 

Louis, Missouri, ^^^^^^^^^ "7 vJjfiL^utL 



* 



±> 



In view of the fact that any decision as to <|lternatej prosecution of 
the Subject will possibly be made by the Departmerrt^ the question of 
whether the evidence referred to in the St. Louis Field Division 
should be retained is being referred to the Bureau for a decision and 
it is requested that the St. Louis and. Detroit Field Divisions be ad- 
vised as to what decision is arrived at by you* 




ALL mSMOTON CONTAINED 
HERE*!! £ ^CLASSIFIED ! ' 
DATE^»/>^-BY^M23K- 







H\* Vry 



I «™™™ : 13 MAY 87945 * 
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RECORDED 



£X- f 



SAC, Detroit /una I f 1910 

John Bdgar Hoototj Dlrootor, Fodaral Buroam of Xnvootlgntlon 

GERALD L. I, SUTQI ■ -.'■?-,- *:y;-.-* - -,^ : - ■- -.^-v-..-, , v 
A1CRICA FIRST PARTI 
HfTBRHAL 8EC0RITT - 8EDITI0I 



Roforonoo it awdo to your lotWr datod May $$ l°U5i rtqjoatlng 
•drloo w to vbothar tho rooordinga wdt of tho Mooting bold by aubjoot 
Salt* in 8t«, Loula, Mlaaourl, on robniary 17 « !?!*!*, ahould bo rotalnod or 
doatroyod. 

maanuoh uwiin a till actiYoly invoatigatlng Snith, It la not 
doairod that thaao rooorda or any othar orldenco relating to thia oaoo bo 
doatroyod or othorwiae dlapoood of at tho proaont tiao. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI , DATE: April 6, 19U5 



FROM 



: GUY HOTTEL, SAC WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION. 
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SUBJECT: GSRALD L# j^ Si0;TH 

O 'AMERICA FIRST PARTT 

- FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT OF 1925 
Bureau file 62-U3818 

Reference is made to Bureau letter to this office dated March 20, 
lgkj^eque sting a revision of the undated report of Special Agent 
fl Bmade at Washington, D.C # the period for "which was February' ( , v, 
XU^ytfe to include only information relating to GERALD L. K. SMITH and the 
America First Party in connection with the Federal Corrupt practices Act 
of 1925. 




hits 



There are transmitted as enclosures to instant letter pages 1,U,7, 
Hi, and 17 which should be inserted in copies of this report by offices receiving 
this letter. The four copies of the report which were returned to this office 
by the Bureau have been revised and are also being transmitted herewith to the 
Bureau as an enclosure to this letter together with the revised pages for 
the additional copy of instant report which was retained at the ^^ureau. 

The Detroit, New York and San Antonio Field Divisions are being 
transmitted respectively 3, 2, and 1 revised copies of corrected pages to 
instant report. Also being transmitted to the Bureau herewith are the additional 
enclosures listed in the revised copy of instant report. Copies of instant 
reports in the Washington Field Division have been revised in conformity 
with ^ureau instructions. 

This matter is being considered Referred Upon Completion to 
the Office of Origin. 

JJew York , . .^ 

-S$fean Antonio . JpW r^ 



Ends. .. 



- 1 >■.-' 



•^- Detr2.| 
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^ Assistant Attorney General To* C. Clark 
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April SO, 0945 
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****** a^ -*-*«> ^«a f^PMpwiHTAlNED 

-#&.«•- HEROH if ^CLASSIFIED ■'.&■* 

FEDERAl CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT OP *^3«[)AT[ * /o/jp^ W 

Reference is made to my awaoranduw. dated March 24- 1945* with which 
furnished a copy of the investigative report submitted by Special ae&hI 
A dated Uarch 2. 1945, •* San Antonio, Texas. This report, yon 
CJaat forth information to the effect that ti* America First Party 
was properly registered in Tana aa a political party. 

Inquiry by the Bureau's Detroit Office ha* disclosed that Geraldl U K. (' 
Smith me the official candidate of the America First Party in Htchiean in the 
recent Presidential election. There la on file with the Secretary of State at 
Lansing, Michigan, the certificate of candidates filed by the America First 
Party under date of August 3, 1944. Thie certificate of candidatae includes 
Smith aa nominee for President. The certificate ie signed try Kenneth C. Weber, 
Chairman, and Renata Lagant, Secrotar^-And was notarise d by James F. Keating, 
Rotary Public, Wayne County* fl ft Compliance Division, 

Secretary of State* a office, has advised that CU fnSrWn, Deputy Secretary 
of State, Lansing, Michigan, is the proper person to subpoena in connection 
with this matter. . ,.....-,...'.._.. .. . v .«,* .*.--■-■-*■■-*■■-- -■----■;•- -:;...;. ;_..; ■..■■.'■': 

For your further information, there la enclosed hflrewlth - cow of 
the investltfitive report prepared by Special Agent ■ ■ at Bash- ; ' 

ington, I>. C„ on April 6, 1945. as well as photostatic copies orthe e nclosures 
listed on page 17 of this report, m your examination of Special Agentl 
report, you will note on page 13 infonnaUon is set for th to the «ff < 
under date of January 13, 1945, Snith communicated with! 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.^urMahtn^IKr 
statement of receipts and expenditures of the America First Party from Kovembar : 
7, through ifcceober 31, 1944. Smth at the same time also explained the reason 
for his delay in filing this statement. ..-.", T T-.. ■ - 

./>.'-.■ -. . ■ .■-.',.■;■■■ ■■■'■■ "-'■'■'■■' ■*."■'"*■'■:'•'■ '.. -V--'-* \ - : ■■■-'/ \*.".. "■■ ' '• 

; : In .ties of the fact that the America First party has been determined ; * 
to be ft J>oliUcal party and since the reason for Smith's failure to file the 
statement^'equired of political parties on January 1, 1945, has been ascertained, 
you are requested to advise whether further investigation should be conducted 
in this natter. -m the event you are desirous of further investigation, I ■-. 
would appreciate your' advising me whether you believe Bernard Doman,Smith , i *—'' * 
former secretary, ehauld be -Interviewed, m this connection it should be noted 
that Dooa&ls^agajj) ta contact idttf^Smith and attempting to secure Smith's 
~~*-"-~ ^'^H^^W-.BWJL ©Tinting establishment. Because of this business 
also bQcauaa- Dcdkn no lonser has access to Smith's books and 
oca not ip^ewrlhgt nV/would oej able to or would willingly furnish 
f ■* $$$¥ ^jjt^nvestieation. 
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_J_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
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material available for release to you. 

CH Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

O Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) - 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



CH For your information: 



NxJ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 

&N0 DUPLICATION FEE x 

Xxxxxx X FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxx XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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SkDIT|0N. SUBJECT, HIS WIFE,' AND HIS SECRETARY RENATA-^GA^T, FEMALE, 
flirt- SALT LAKE CITY VIA UNION PACIFIC TRAIN NUMBER THIRTY i'lREE AT 
V ELEVEN NAUGHT FIVE PM, MAY FOURTH, NINETEEN FORTYFIVE. 1W YTRAIN 

|N^--$ ■ ■ ■..-.■: • J -- 

^eONNEgrS WITH SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRAIN NUMBER > TWENTY ONE, IjEAVING OGDEN, 
: fej3r#H'S'IVE AM KAY FIFTH, AND SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE SAN FRANCISCO SIX ■* 
■Ijimf M,' MAY SIXTH. SUBJECT AND WIFE* OCCUPY COMPARTMENT B, CAR ■'■'■'-.'' 
i NApGHg ONE NAUGHT. LEGANT OCCUPIES LOWER FIVE, CAR NAUGHT ONE NAUGHT. 



•>i 



>§M&Ok; 



STATED HERE IN PRESS CONFERENCE HE WAS_GO ING TO SAM FRANCISCO 
tXI^^PRESENTATIVE OF AMERICA'. FIRST PARTY AND WAS TO HEAD A " zYkyjr Of 



pUBJE< 



Ir -^T S 0NE PER SONS COVERING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PEACE CONFER ENCE" . 
'I^TF PARTY. HE ALSO CLAIMS HE IS TO SUB MIT A CONFIDENTIAL'?. 5 ,m 

IREPOR^ON PEACE CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES T© '* TWENTY THREE MEMBERS OF - • 

^HiCf.JiJ * ■ ■.-',■'■'.., ■'•• ■ •' ■'■;■■.-.■ '.'.-..•■' ;... ■-. ■-.■.. ,- .'■//■■■ w *'-'■•"'■ ' 

||^p|dKS, INCLUDING SIX SENATORS. HE PLANS TO REMAIN IN SAN FRANC IS .CQ 
iM^A^ROXIMATELY FIVE WEEKS, WHEN HE WILL RETURN TO DETROIT. MAKING - 

l^-'w ■-■.■•' : ,v ■■'■>: ■ ■ .. .-...-■ , ■; >; ;^..--:-, .■'-.-■.'■' - v,..-.-- ■ . , ->.-^"-W 

| 5 X 0P ?/|N -ROUTE FOR ; SPEECHES AND CONFERENCES AT VARIOUS POINTS WHICH- 
|^^^ IDERS STRATEG IC , 'IT.'' IS KNOWN HE PLA^IS TO- STOf> ; IN SALT LAKE>^ 
||T^:« HIS RETURN.' SUBJECT HAD NO HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS SAN FRANCISCO . 
|^^p# OF DEPARTURE FROM' SALT LAKE CITY." HOWEVER, .AN." ADVANCE AGENT :, .,> 
JS^Upt oSEDLY ARRANGING FOR SAME AT PRESE^ TIME/! IDENTITY ; 6F THIS ;■ .'-'■■'■ jj^ 
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Office JSAemordndutn • united states government 



TO 



SUBJECT: 




The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation date: May 1, 194S , ^ - 



from : Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attorney General 



i. kTs 



£> 



^ 



Gerald L. tZ Saithj America First Party 
Federal Corrupt Practices Aot of 1925 



TCCiSHIiesw 
146-28-4! 

t-'r. r 



It appears from your memorandum of April 20, 1945, thatr» 0MOail . > 

the America First Party filed with the Clerk of the House of | *"""* 

Representatives on January 15, 1945, the statement of receipts *— — - 
and expenditures which should have been filed on January 1, 1945, 
pursuant to the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925, 

With the filing of this report by the America First Party 
there remains only a technical violation of the statute for 
failure to file this report on January 1. Inasmuch as it does 
not appear that a successful criminal prosecution oould be based 
on such a technical violation, no further investigation is desired 
in this matter. The Department's file on a possible violation , 
of the Corrupt Practices Act is being closed* 
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SAC, tetrolt May 19, 19*5 

John Idgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Gs&Aia l. k* suithi ju^ica first paot 

Federal Corrupt Practice* Act of 1*2J 



*■** 




Agen 
captio 




it made to tho investigative report submitted by Special J? 7 
dated April 1, 1945, *t Detroit, Michigan, in tha above- 



Tou ara advised that thia report was fumiahad tha Criminal nivision 
of tha Department for lta conside ration in conjunction with tha other* mads 
available in thia caea and an opinion a* to whether further investigation was 
desired* %r memorandum of recent data, advice was received as follow*! 

■It appears from your memorandum of April 20, 1945, that 
the America First Party filed with the Clerk of the Rouse of 
Representatives on January 13 $ 1945, th* stateaent of receipt* 
and expenditures which should have been filed on January 1, 1945. 
pursuant to the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 192J # 

■With the filing of this report by the Anerica First Party 
there rejaains only * technical violation of the statute for 
failure to file this report on January 1. Inasmuch aa it doe* 
not appear that a successful criminal prosecution could be based 
on such a technical violation, no further investigation 1* desired 
in this matter. Tha Department's file on a possible violation 
of the Corrupt Practices Act 1* being closed** 

In view of the above expression of opinion by the Criminal Diviaion, 
no further investigation is desired for the purpose of developing a Corrupt 
Practices Act violation against the subject or hi* America Firtt Party. 
However, you ahould continue to follow 5:1th'* activities and those of hi* 
organisation in the case captioned, "Gerald L. I* Saith, The America First 
Party j Internal Security, Sedition. 11 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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5-11-45 
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which 



A*a6,27-45 




GERAID L I* SMITH, with aliases) 

IBBPaJffiKlCA FIBST PABTX 



piAKACmtOFCJUC 



IHIERNU. SBCORITT - 9 
SECIRITT MkSTSSL - SKDITIOM 



Sublet SMITH held an America First Party ■••tint 
April 24, 1945 at the Kiel Auditorium, Saint fe»is, 
Ho«} attendance approximately 000* Subject assailed 
the British, the Russians, the "Jewish Cmmx&ita,* 
■the international conspirators," aa well aa U« 3* 
-:,-*' -«£11ct. Substantial collection taken and 
SMITH advised fie wwu a^mwm w o-a.~t !-****# to 
report on the San Francisco Conference* ^ 

^sisvr/r^ssiFiBa 

- RtB - gxcEPT wKSRE SHOW 

OSBODRlSi .''-' 

Letter from Detroit to the Bureau dated 4"3-45» 

- ami^rW^i 

At Saint Iouis, Missouri , mttftftia JjM 

GERAID U £. SMITH held an America First Party meeting 
April 24, 1945 at 8 p*m, in the Kiel Auditorium, Ball 
So* 2, Saint Louis, Missouri* Adniesion w&m by card 
only*^ The attendance was approximately 800 persona* 
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The Saint Loula Ster-TImea dated April 25, 1945 carried 
the following consent concerning the SMITH aeeting on April 24, 1945 1 
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CERAID U K. SMITH IN REPEAT PERFORMANCE HHffij 700 ATTEND 

GERAID U K* SMITH, the self-styled "rabble-rousing 11 leader 
of the Ameriea First Party, went through his act again last night, 
this time for the benefit of about 700 followers, most of then middle- 
aged women, at Kiel Auditorium* 



Attendance at the meeting, in assembly Hall No*2, was supposed 
3$£i to have been United to invited members of the party, but a woman who 

said she was attached to SMITH'S •headquarters* here called the Star- 
Times yesterday, said she was speaking for SMITH and that he would likm 
to hare a reporter pre sent * So a reporter who had seen SMITH in action 
many times before went # 

:-?>'^?; It was a typical SMITH show, with a few new names added to 

to the SMITH blacklist. The chest -beating, arm-flailing, bellowing 
■nationalist" leader assailed the British, the Russians, the "Jewish 
Comauniats,* the "international conspirators*" 



His Comment on Truman* >'""■ ' 

He spoke disparagingly of President TRUMAN as "a good politician 
who will try to please most of the people regardless of how it is done," 
and of the late President ROOSEVELT, who was one of his pet hates, he saids 

"FRANKLIN ROOSOTEtf's death was hastened by his inability to 
get the American people to swallow Yalta, the crime of the Crimea*" 

Bs said Premier STALIN forced an agreement on ROOSEVEW and 
CHDRCHUL "to bring slavery to Europe, slavery for millions of Germans 
*? , who destroyed Europe but who are no more to blame for HITIER than I •■' 

am for the New Deal." ' 

Delegates at the Bretton Woods "steal," be said, •wchemed to 
build a 110,000,000,000 kitty to bribe the delegates at San Francisco, 
both below and above the table, so an ungodly set of rascals and 
international thieves and connivers and international bankers could 
seise control of the world*" 
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.V* ■Bit whole ediene," he oortlnued, "la to expand the WUA 
Itapire and oommunlae Europe, *!** *» Gui*** Statee underwriting 
both pro JB*W.: >/■- ;;■- ^S, ;■ 



■*>: 



: aru-g» Tariff .Pollcjy -^v ■■."'.-'«.'.'-/-'v :i f*.-- ,. ;.-;- : " 

Be told the audience, which at times became almost husterical 
in lt« enthusiasm, that the British Baintaln a lobby In lashington 
to keep tariff ra&s down and that, aa a result, the British would 
"flood St* tool* with Csech shoes," (ha never explained how) and 
that many St# LoeiAans would ha thrown oat of work* 

Ho said tha V4 8* must pay the Australian government £3 for 
arary trea knocked j down by American gone "in any British possession 
in the Pacific, even though it la held by the Japa," : -> ._..> 

Be said Independence, no., hometown of President TRUHA1I, is \ 
famous for two thingst "For EARHI S. TRUMAN and JESSE JaXES* I 
hope we have had enough of JESSE JAMES. ■ later, he added, "Only 
Ood can sere HARHI TRUMAH from the international conspirator a«" 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the reporter asked SMITH 
how he would handle! the Germans when victory cones in Europe* 
"In the usual military Banner," he replied, and wouldn't elaborate. 



Copies of the April, 1945 iasue of "The Cross and Tha Flag", 
"The Chicago Christians Victorious*, and a pamphlet entitled, CStop 
Peacetime Conscription" were obtained and are being retained in the 
Saint Louia file. 
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On 4-8-45 at Iroquois Roomj Statler Hotel, 
b^-p^oT^q H*Y* SMITH addressed ^ie Eastern 
Monetary Congress; meeting under sponsor- 
ship Buffalo Economics League 4 Congress 

aracterized as subsidiary of America First 
Party. Literature of America First Party 
distributed at meeting, about 150 persons 
present. Essence of SMITH'S remarks set out. 
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REFERENCE: 



DETAILS: 



Letter from SAC, Detroit to Director, dated 
April 3, 1945, 



AT BUFFALO^ HEW YORK 
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advIseathatSie Eastern Monetary congress -was 
meeting under Hie local auspices of the League 
e Statler Hotel on April 6, 7 and 8, 1945* 
~ said that GERALD L. K. SMITH -was scheduled 
o^address the. meeting on Sunday, April 8, 1945, 
and tiiat SMITH was not expected to arrive in Bujl^ 
" J - prior to that time. He advised that %* \ -fc-V «*, * 

^^ ^.^^ ^ 
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had not followed i2ie matter very closely inaanraoh as he was not interested 
in bearing SMITH and that he did not wish to attend the meeting. He sai d that 
league literature indicated that CARL H.WOTE of Indianapolis, RAUO&KELIflG, 
Chicago, Illinois, Mrs, ARLEALAVOHHSGH of Milwau kee, Wisconsin, MARTIN^ROWE 
of Cleveland, Ohio, and JACOB S^QXEY (Genera^Cg^af Coxey's Army fame) 
were also scheduled to address ttie Congress* IV said ttiat he under- ^ 
stood that JOSEPH^TOFFEL, Chairman of the BuffaloTconomios League and JOHN ^<lP 
G.^COTT and EDWEIK^HHDQTJIST of the same organisation, were handling arrange- 
ments for the meeting of tiie Monetary Congress. 

The Buffalo Brening Hews for April 9, 1945, reported also that 12ie 
following individuals -were in attendance at meetings of the Congress i 

JOH^McLAREN of Boston, Massachusetts 

LflTKENCg-ZTMBARIS of Salamanca, Hew ToriK"' 

Rev. W. S.IIERHER of Hew York City ^ '^- 

Mrs. ANN^WEIDEMAH of Washington, Hew Jersey 

Mrs. MQHjrttANNIHG, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

S. REHOUSE, Detroit, Michigan 

Mrs. SAMOEBrtfEDDIS 

Mrs. JACQUELIHffSSROCKSER 

Her. MICHAEIr%HSTETT 

(the latter all of Buffalo, Hew Tork). 

It is to be noted that the newspaper account referred to characterized CARL H. 
MOTE as the GERALD L. K. SMITH of Indiana. 

of the Statler Hotel, advised I 

that his records reriected that the Eastern Monetary Congress had been booked , *i 
for meetings in the Iroquois Roomof^geStatler for April 6, 7 and 8. He said u 
the booking was made trough fl B of the Union Contra! Life Insur- jp 

ance Company, 904 Liberty Bftri^cWBBng^flnTfalo, residence address 98 Corns tock 
Avenue, of the same city* The booking of ike Iroquois Room was at $25.00 per 
day and meetingsweretorun liirough the entire day of each of the dates stated 
from 9t00 a.m. ■ H said that tiie meeting was under local sponsorship of 

the Buffalo EconomToscREgue and that a request had heej^made for a room accomodat- 
ing three hundred persons on Sunday, April 8, 1945. | Isaid tiiat the Iro- 
quois Room would accomodate only approximately one hunarearwenty-five persons. 
He advised the hotel was unable to furnish ottier accomodations for the organiza- 
tion and that therefore the Iroquois Room was to be used for all three days of 
the meetings • He said further ttiat it was not until Saturday morning ttiat it 
was ascertained that GERALD L. K. SMITH was to address the meeting on Sunday, 
April 8, and that on tjiat day the hotel received a request from SMITH for a 
reservation of a conference rocai at day rate only; that SJIE^expeeted to ar- 
rive early Sunday forenoon and to depart the same day. I la&id that no 
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program for the meetings had been made available to him, and that apparently 
the meetings were closed affairs and not open to the public. He said that 
he could furnish no further information concerning the nature of the meetings 
of the Eastern Mo netarz-dklgr^aa-OJlJiala^aQaQejTiine SMITH'S plans. He refer- 

writer to tf Vat the Statler who 

had handled the booHng^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

■ ^^iated that he was unable to suoo^meni^g^information 

furnishedDj^ Bin any detail except that I P mentioned 

above, had requesSoThat billing for tiie' accomodatfonsin^Bie^roquois Room 
be made to him. He said furt&er that he had observed in passing the Iroquois 
Room a person was stationed at the door and that no one except certain individ - 
ua^^probably members of the Buffalo Eoonomios League, were admitted, fl Wf 
■advised tfrat he started to enter the Iroquois Room when the meetings^ 
were^n session on Friday afternoon and that tie person at the door immediately 
asked him to identify himself; that he made no further effort to ascertain what 
was going on at the meeting. He stated that at this time, however, he over- 
heard someone move the meeting to vote confidence to GERALD L. K. SMITH, who was 
to address the meeting on Sunday. 



advised that he had no further information concerning the pro- 
spective meeting at which SMITH was to appear. He stated that he had noted that 
General JACOB S. COKEY of COKEY 1 S Army fame, had opened the Congress. He said 
further that the Courier-Express did not wish to give any but nominal publicity 
to SUITE'S appearance in Buffalo, but that he personally wished to be coopera- 
tive with this office in furnishing any information that he could relative to 
SMITH and said tiiat a very capable reporter would attend the meeting on Sunday 
and make a detailed report for his own files on SMITH'S remarks and that this 
report ^ould be made available to this office. 




'furnished to the writer the report of 
refleoting that SMITH addressed the 
Congress on Sunday afternoon, April 8, 1945. 
The audience wase^M^.aed of approximatelyoHrf hundred and fifty middle-aged 
men and women. | p reported toj ff that before he was able to enter 

the meeting room he was asked to present credentials and in addition was re- 
quired to obtain permission from JOSEHI H.^TOFFEL. Chairman of the Buffalo 
Economics League, presiding at the meeting, fl ■ reported that seated at the 
speakers' table were STOFFEL, SMITH, MRS/STOfPeLTMRS. SMITH, CARL H. MOTE of 
Indianapolis, JOHN G. SCOTT, identified by SMITH. in his speech as the °apostle 
of monetary reform 11 , and Gen. JACOB S. COKEY, Sr., who relatedlis 1893. "March 
on Washington" . 
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lowin g; 1b "tii© report whiehM ^made to 

relative to SMITH'S remarks at tiie meeting: 

"in. opening his tali, SMITH told delegates he was not unmindful 
of the honor bestowed upon him to speak bofore the Eastern Monetary 
Congress, although, while flinging a few bouqueta to Gen. CCKEY, STOP- 
FEL, MOTE, and others, SMITH readily admitted he was \ layman, not a 
student of money.* He added it would be ridiculous for him to pose 
as a student of money, emphasising, however, that 'any American should 
be able to say I favor constitutional money, * one of the monetary re- 
forms proposed by CQXEY, 

"Still giving pats on the back, SMITH oalled SCOTT the apostle 
of monetary reform, with •character in his countenance, a man who 
made himself a slave to the trutti*. Then, he said* *My job is to 
reoruit large masses of the people in the cause of nationalism, I 
am not ashamed of America First and nationalism* The word *First f 
is an honorable word. 1 

•With a change of pace, SMITH charged that the press had been 
trying to smear him, and that the editor of the Courier-Express libeled 
him to the extent of saying he jumped on the American flag. But with 
Godly men, like STOFFEL and his compatriots, SMITH said, 'we shall pre- 
serve the four freedoms in Buffalo •' 

"One of the few statements SMITH made with reference to the mone- 
tary congress currently meeting in Buffalo was that he favored consti- 
tutional money, adding that , we cannot have constitutional money if we 
divide our sovereignty with Russia, England, France, and .other coun- 
tries. « 

"SMITH said, 'we have a orew in Washington which steered us 
through Bretton Woods, Dumbarton Oaks, and later this month, will do 
it again at San Francisoo, a orew that would make Benediot Arnold look 
like a Sunday sohool teacher when it comes to organited treason. 1 

"Then he charged that ROOSEVELT was bx^ing up mayors all over 
the oountry with the people's money, the 'produot of our own sweat 
and tears •• He oharged that 'never has there been, including even 
Hapoleon, Ivan the Terrible, the Csars, Caesar, and Hero, suoh an 
exploitation of the wealth of the people as we have experienced in 
the last 12 years. He told of political maneuvering in Congress as 
a result of which bridges were built in the desert of Florida in ex- 
pectation of the canal whioh was to run underneath, but that after the 
spans were erected, the deal fell through, and left the people witii use« 
less bridges. 

"He oharged that at the TJnited Hations conference, President 
ROOSEVELT hopes to rash through the Bretton Woods proposals, with 
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the aid of •stuffed- shirt STETTINIUS.' He said also that FDR wants 
to be the first president of the world superstate, and that the presi- 
dent and his , orew of international financiers, oonnivera, bankers, 
and otters 1 will use the people's wealtt to create a superstate, and 
thereby wake the people the slaves of the world* 

"SMITH ridiouled the Atlantio charter, and said that in a moment 
of weakness, FDR •forgot himself for a moment and told the truth,* 
and confessed that there was no written document as the Atlantio . 
charter. SMITH said this country sent, 15,000,000 to fight for what 
we thought was the Atlantio charter, and then after 1,000,000 have 
died, be told ttere is no charter* 

"'I am ashamed, 1 said SMITH, 'that there are gutless Amerioans 
who do not rise in indignation* * 

"SMITH then listed what he termed his 'chorus'; the Brett on Woods 
steal, tte Dumbarton hoax, the Crime of Crimea, and the San Francisco 
sellout* 

"Tacking again, SMITH then turned his attention to the foreign 
situation, asserting that HITLER was able to invade ike Low Countries 
and France, only because he had STALIH'S assurance that Russia would 
not strike at her back. SMITH said ttat 'STALIH orawled into bed with 
HITLER, and told him 'go to it. 1 

"But., added SMITH, as always happens, ttieves eventually fall 
out, and HITLER invaded Russia, and America found itself in alliance 
witt tta Soviet. At this point, SMITH Said, EARt^BROWDER who, hereto- 
fore, had been kicked from pillar to post for his Communis tio ideas, 
suddenly emerged as 'the patron saint.* 'It is strange how illegiti- 
mate ohildren come back to roost on our front porch • * 

"SMITH said that ROOSEVELT released BROTOER from penitentiary to 
promote 'national unity', but. implied that it had been conveniently 
maneuvered so ttat BRCTOER was released just before the presidential 
election in order to swing more votes FDRs way. 

"Jumping back to tte Crimean conference, SMITH asserted that 'at 

tteir. worst, tte Prender gast, Hague, and Kelly-Hash machines smelled 

like violets in the spring in comparison to tte smell in the backroom 
at Yalta when they sold tte blood of your boys and mine. 11 



"SMIffl scored tte voting arrangement whereby England was to have 
six vote a, Russia 5, and tte United States only 1* He said ttat 60 
out of every 100 men fighting, and 90 cut of every 100 drying were 

;:^;y«:v Amerioans. 



-5- 



( 



BU 14-7 

"Hot only axe they going to set up a superstate at San. Fran- 
cisco, said SMITH, but FM also has agreed that STALIH can veto 
anything if it doesn't suit his particular fancy*. . 

"SMITH said the 'most arrogant confession* he had erer heard 
was the statement attributed to BERHAHDJjteAHtlCH . on his arrival in 
London, when BAHUCH told a London newspaperman that 'I am here to 
swing the big stiok.* r Why. should he swing any stiok, ' asked SMIffl. 
'We didn't elect him to. any tiling*' 

"The internationalists want two things from the superstate 
which. is to be created at the United Hations conference, SMITH 
said* He listed these as the increase of taxes of the American 
people, and the use of between 2 and 4 million American men as a 
world polioe foroe* 

"Then in his most persuasive tone, SMITH said* 'As long as 
there, is a pulse in my wrist, blood in my veins, spirit in my soul, 
and self-respect, no foreign power shall ever give the order to 
send your son and mine to his battle death *' 

"SMIHI said it will be at least 5 to 4 years before American 
boys will return home, even if the war were to end that same night* 
He attributed this to the fact that England will be using her ships 
to regain her world commerce, and too busy to transport the men back 
to this country* 

nt L say when we have put the enemy to flight, bring our boys 
back home,' said SMITH* 

"He said then that the U* S* was paying 46 million dollars to 
England as rent for airfields in India "'to save England*' Commer- 
cially, he said, we have been run. out of the Mediterranean, and no 
airplanes will be permitted in "feat area without England's permis- 
sion* 

"He said that we paid England 86 million dollars as rent for 
British ships to carry Amerioan soldiers to Europe to 'save England.' 

"SMITH said the U. S. spent 6 billion dollars to buy goodwill 
in South Amerioa, a goodwill tiiat we do not now possess* He charged 
that the San Francisco conference is being speeded up because they 
do not want to risk tiie resentment of 13,000,000 Amerioan soldiers* 

"SMITH tiien related supposedly true stories of conversations 
■^1f$1 with discharged veterans who, in 12ieir desire to return home, did 

'v;-@ J not make ttie proper arrangements about claims* He said that one 

soldier he talked to, received only fll in mustering out pay* Jb 
i this point, SMITH very vaguely implied that doctors in the military 
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were applying a new technique whereby they would play on the service- 
man , s desire to leave the service as quickly as possible upon receipt 
of medical disoharge that they often negleot to do anything about olaims 
until it is too late* 

"SMITH said he was taking an Amerioa First delegation to San Fran- 
cisco, adding that it did not make any difference whether he was permit- 
ted to attend tiie meetings or not, since there were going to be 1,200 
newspapermen covering ike conference. 'If you hang around them long 
enough 1 , he said, 'one is bound to spring a leak.' He termed the con - 
ference an 'attempted sellout. 1 

"He announced that he had established a nationalist Hews service 
wi-tii about 81 periodicals receiving -tiie service. 

"SMI IS said he had one man in Washington who goes in and out of 
the White House every week, and then coyly added, 'I can't tell you 
his name.' He said iiiat FDR is getting to be the old man 1 , and that 
politicians were playing up to Vice-President .TRUMAN, apparently figur- 
ing that In the event of FDE f s death, TEUMAS will become president. He 
intimated, however, that HARRY ^OPSINS was the 'big man. 1 

"He listed as 'friends In the press on our side 1 , the Chicago 
Tribune, New York, Hews, and Washington Times-Herald. 

"SMITH said the scheme being used against him and his followers 
has been the denying to them of meeting places. He related then his 
meeting in Chicago on March 15th, when a Jewish bloc vowed he would not 
speak in the city, and that of 21 auditoriums sought, each one refused 
to allow him to use -tite hall« The meeting was held however, in a labor 
union auditorium which was given a pre-meeting dousing with "stench- 
bombs." 

"The Jews of America, said SMITH, should not fight against America 
First, because it is in America that there is any hope of survival for 

them. 

The published newspaper aooounts refleoted nothing concerning the 
meetings or of the address by SMITH in addition to that set out above, except 
that it was noted that the Buffalo Evening Hews for April 7, 1945, character- 
ized the group as related to America First, and in the Evening Hews report of 
April 9, 1945, Mr. LAWRENCtfVZIMBARIS referred to the Congress as a "subsidiary 
of the America-First Party*. . 

| If stated also that America-First literature consisting of J?7 

the platformo^Tne America-First Party, the Cross and toe Flag, and other W\P 
items published by the Cross and the Flag were distributed at the meeting. 
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ENCLOSURES TO DETROITt Flyer 6ntitl©dN?lAjaiIHG ,, # signed GERALD L t K, SMITH, 

fao simile signature* . 

February Issued of tfaf^CROSS AND THE FLAG", 

PLATFORM of ttie America-First Party • 
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ASSISTANT ATTORN GfctXhAL TUtt C CLA]* May 9, 1945 

John Edgar Hoover, Director - FederU. oure&u of Investigation 

GK;.A^L L. R. 3UTH, with aliases 
THE AMIuICA FIK6T PAKTC 



*/ 



X 



**' 
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Reference ia mad* to our previous correspondence concerning the at>ove- 
captioned matter. 

Fo: your further information in connection *ith this case, there is 
attached herewith a copy of the investigative report submitted by Special Agent 
oated April 24, 1945, at Buffalo, JJew Xork, captioned as above. 
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*+Th*'» don't slop and they don'l waitrThcsc people wl|u wapt fa undermine 
American Dcmoeracy. Now they're after the veteran*! 
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,n October 2, 1944, a so 
stepped off a train at Buf- 
falo, walked out of the sta- 
tion and took a cab. Nobody paid 
any attention to him; he was just 
another soldier, a somewhat plump- 
ish chap of medium height with a 
nondescript face. But he was not 
just another G.I. on his way to at- 
tend to his own or his government's 
business. 



This was George V^ 

scout for Gerald L. 



e, advance 
mith. 



^.na- 
tionalist'' leader and rabble-rouser 
extraordinary. And his business 
had interesting implications for all 
of us. 

Vose came to Buffalo to contact 
and organize mustered-out war 
veterans under Gerald L. K. 
Smith's leadership. As this is being 
written, Vose is working in the De- 
troit area, doing what he did in 
Buffalo — setting up a "central com- 
mittee*' of seven ex-servicemen in 
every city where he can find seven 
unsuspecting veterans from among 
the thousands now coming out of 
the armed forces. Up until Decem- 
ber, Vose was still in the uniform, 
of the Army, and he, as well as 
Smith, was carefully hiding the 
fact that he had been dishonorably 
discharged on charges of attempted 
embezzlement. He had been un- 
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Army last summer after being re- 
leased from Fort Custer Hospital, 
Battle Creek, Michigan, upon re- 
covery from a minor leg ailment. 
On August 29, 1944, Gerald L. K. 
Smith trotted Vose out on the 
platform of the "fij£t national con- 
vention" of the^V lm eric a First 
Partt/,_ which Smith heads. 

Vose was accepted with hysterical 
applause by Smith's key. organizers 
as head of the drive to set up the 
"Nationalist Veterans of World War 
II." Then Smith took Vose with him 
on a country-wide tour, introducing 
him to native fascist leaders. In 
September, he brought him east and 
introduced him at rallies held in 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Buffalo and 
Boston. Following each rally. Smith 
and Vose met with a handful of the 
most active local "nationalists" and 
laid the groundwork for a return 
tour by Vose during which Vose 
could meet secretly with ex-ser- 
vicemen gathered together by 
local leaders. 

Vose went first to Buffalo, then 
to Boston, Philadelphia and Balti- 
more. In each city he established 
the framework for postwar organi- 
zation among the returning war 
veterans, setting up Smith's "cen- 
tral committees" of seven picked 
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Terramare Office. 
KronenStraBe I. 
Berlin) Germany 

Gentlemen: — 

Many thanks for the books on Hitler and the New 
Germany, they are already out in circulation, I gave 
them away at meetings I was addressing on the subject of 
keeping America out of another alliance with Great 
Britian and France and going to war against Germany. 

If you writers and newspaper people over there in 
Germany only knew how hungry the American people were 
for the real news from your Country, you would see that 
this was supplied them. . .and I dont mean German 
Americans. 

The American people. . .are being fed a lot of lies, 
but they don't know how or where to get the truth, I feel 
that it is your <5uty over there to get it over to them here. 

Send me any other literature that you have on hand. 

Cordially Yours, 

Edward James Soy the 



fc 



Above is a reproduction, (mi in typo lor the purpose oi legibility) of 
a Utter written by Edward James Smyths which show* how he coop- 
erated with the Had propaganda service*. The original letter is at the 
offices of Header's Scope. 



ex-servicemen already discharged 
from the armed forces. 

Smith's method of enticing ser- 
vicemen is subtle and appealing. 
The fourth clause in Smith's Amer- 
ica First Party platform reads: 
"Veterans: American money for 
American veterans! Stop the foreign 
looting of our public treasury. $1,000 
each for mustered-out veterans hav- 
ing served one year, with propor- 
tionate sums for those who have 



served more or less. Extensive pro- 
gram for education, rehabilitation 
and employment. Stop international 
boondoggling. We are spending on 
the South Americans alone enough 
to give $1,000 bonus to 6 million 
veterans. 

"Veterans should have the first 
chance to homestead land confis- 
cated by the Federal Government 
after those who have suffered mort- 
gage foreclosures have had an 
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opportunity to repurchase." 

While Smith thus lays the 
groundwork, through his speeches, 
circular letters and personal con- 
tacts, his agent Vose is busy setting 

up the actual machinery for a re- 
turned- veterans organization. 

But they didn't have the field to 
themselves. In this business of try- 
ing to recruit veterans there is com- 
petition among the American fascist 
leaders. Long ago Charles E JCough- 
lin got the jump on Smith" Trf This 
crusade. The Detroit priest works in 
a more subtle, but equally effective 
fashion. Early in 1942 he launched 
a scheme to line up the servicemen 
by the formation of his "St. Sebas- 
tian's Brigade." 

Up until November 1944, Cough- 
lin had enrolled more than 400,000 
servicemen into this organization, 
meanwhile collecting about $700,- 
000! His operation works thus: 
mothers, wives and sweethearts of 
servicemen are urged to "enroll" 
the names, of their loved ones at 
Coughlin's Royal Oak shrine. The 
"contribution" for each name en- 
rolled averages $3. In return, 
Coughlin prays to St. Sebastian, 
the soldiers' patron saint. He con- 
tacts the men whose names have 
been enrolled by mail, sees that the 
women constantly write the boys 
about Coughlin's concern for their 
physical and spiritual safety. 

Viewed superficially, one can see 
no harm in Coughlin's professed 
solicitude for the soldiers. But 
those familiar with his past activ- 
ities and the critical attitude of the 
Federal authorities toward his 
banned publication Social Justice, 
have good reason to believe that his 
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timate purpose bodes no good 
either for the servicemen or the 
country at large. . 

Another smooth operator , Joyj Mc^. 
Williams (who has tangled with the 
law on numerous occasions), also 
uses the real or imagined griev- 
ances of servicemen for his own 
purposes. He and his aides have 
circulated tens of thousands of leaf- 
lets calling for a flat $7,800 bonus 
to each mustered-out serviceman, 
and he makes it seem reasonable by 
demanding elimination of govern- 
ment appropriations for what he calls 
"boondoggling New Deal projects." 

McWilliam's $7,800 mustering-out 
pay plan got a tremendous boost 
when the Chicago Tribune lauded 
the "plan" in its May 6, 1944 issue. 
McWilliams promptly reprinted the 
Tribune's laudatory spread and 
sent it to servicemen's mothers all 
over the countr v . He calls his come- 
on racket the "Servicemen's Re- 
construction Plan." He gets all the 
money he needs from wealthy fas- 
cist-minded members of the Chic- 
ago Lincoln Park chapter of Amer- 
ica Fir st which refused to disband 
after Pearl Harbor. 

At a meeting of his followers in 
Kimball Hall, Chicago, a few 
months ago, McWilliams boasted of 
nis servicemen s plan: "Already we 
are making progress in Chicago, 
Milwaukee, in Detroit. Soon we'll 
sweep the country like wildfire . . ." 
Each* of the leaders of this move- 
ment—Smith, Coughlin and Mc- 
Williams — uses the issue of muster- 
ing-out pay as a snare for the ser- 
vicemen. The desire of the ex-sol- 
diers for a substantial financial 
start when they return to civilian 
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the veteran* oC this war lato on oryaniiatioD 
known at the Hationali*t VeteTanj of World 
War n. U you know a veteran of this war who 
U a Katjan ate , »«id hi* name in at aac* 00 
thai 1m can be iniormed when the tiro* c om— 
to launch the campaign lor expansion. Sand 
the noH ol all veteran* to THE CROSS AMD 
THE FLAG, Box 459. Detroit. Michigan and we 
will ••* thai the noma* are turned over to the 
orga nisation committee headed by George 
Voee, recently mustered out of the army hoepi- 
\ tal at Fort Cueier. 
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The above editorial comment is taken Jrom Gerald L K. Smith's notor- 
ious anti-war. anti-semitie, anti-United Nations magazine, THE CBOSS 
AND THE FLAG. It appeared on page 471 of the November, 1944 issue. 



life is understandable and no pa- 
triotic American will begrudge 
them all that America can provide. 
Unfortunately, however, many ser- 
vicemen will probably be misled 
hy the irresponsible promises held 
out to them by men like Smith, 
Coughlin and McWilliams. The ex- 
travaganzas outlined by these 
demagogues have no basis in real- 
ity. They are economic fallacies. 
They are not realizable objectives 
(such as the Gl Bill of Rights) and 
are put forward obviously for pur- 
poses other than safeguarding the 
interests of the returning soldiers. 
It is the classic technique of the 
demagogue to promise large sums 
of the government's money at some 
future date while he takes in the 
money of the unsuspecting for his 
own account now. 

William Kulgren. a lesser light, 
is another who has ambitious post- 
war plans. One of the defendants 
in the recent Washington, D. C. 
sedition trial, Kulgren publishes 
America Speaks, an incredibly vi- 



cious paper which is widely cir- 
culated. Kulgren's line is preach- 
ment of outright falsehoods to the 
World War II servicemen and 
their families, declaring that Pres- i" 
ident Roosevelt knifed World Wan 
I veterans and fought against the 
1935 soldier bonus bill. Kulgren 
appeals to the servicemen and their 
families to join his anti-semitic 
movement and band together to as- 
sure proper bonus pay for the sol- 
diers of this war. Naturally, he pro- 
poses to head the movement. 

Others such as Edward James 
Smythe, also a sedition trial de- 
fendant, are busily shouting 'the 
phony merits of their own outfits. 
Smythe heads the Protestant War 
Veterans, headquarters at 148 Ver- 
milyea Avenue, New York City. He 
proposes to exclude all Jews and 
Catholics. 

Smythe launched his outfit to in- 
veigle Klan-minded veterans of 
World War I. but he plans to get in 
on the World War II racket unless 
the government puts him in a Fed- 
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eral penitentiary. He makes no 
bones about his postwar plans and 
says so publicly. Even the Federal 
courtroom where he was being 
tried, along with twenty-seven 
others, was not too sacrosanct for 
such boasting on the part of 
Smythe. He is not over-subtle, and 
the accompanying reproduction of 
his letter, on the letterhead of his 
Protestant War Veterans, address- 
ed to "Terramare Office. Kronen- 
strabe I, Berlin." is an indication 
of Smythe's methods. 

The fifth column has selected 
America's motherhood as its chief 
means for reaching the minds and 
hearts of our fighting men, and an 
unusually effective method this is 
proving to be! Investigators of the 
fascist network have dubbed this 
mothers* movemen t "mom ism." Over 
half a million mothers of soldiers 
have been ensnared in the "Mothers" 
racket, and while many are 
fascist-minded by distorted con- 
victions, the great majority are sim- 
ply innocent women who have been 
edged into the growing movement 
by other mothers who have received 
their baptism in the old roaring 
days of America First the Christian 
Front and similar groups. 

Native fascist chiefs, like Gerald 
L. K. Smith, boast that when our 
11.000,000 servicemen are mustered 
out, they will seek leadership of 
the "nationalists." This is nonsense. 
The overwhelming majority of our 
boys in the services are patriotic, 
democracy-loving Americans and 
they will spurn these overtures. 
But it would be a mistake to under- 
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stimate the destructive abilities 
of Smith, Coughlin," Kuigren, Mc- 
Williams and their female counter- 
parts who head the "Momism" 
movement. They don't expect the 
majority, or even a sizeable minor- 
ity, of the servicemen will adhere 
to their destructive principles when 
they come home. They will be satis- 
fied if they can influence and organ- 
ize one serviceman out of every few 
hundred; a storm troop mob of 50.- 
000 to 100.000, organized into well- 
knit companies throughout the 
country will more than satisfy them. 
Hence such activities as Mr. Vose's 
and others of his kind at the present 
time. The framework is now being 
established. 

The native fascist leaders yearn 
for chaos after the war. They dream 
of strikes and brutal strike sup- 
pressions. They chortle with glee 
while the war continues and our 
boys overseas are fed with anti- 
labor propaganda by our news- 
papers and other publications, for 
that enrages GI Joe and prepares 
his mind for the things the fifth col- 
umn chiefs plan when he returns 
home. 

The agitation of the Smiths, 
Coughlins and the rest can be 
counteracted most effectively by a 
broad educational campaign aimed 
to show their spiritual links with 
the foes of our nation, together 
with a constructive job-program to 
give economic security to returning 
veteransOTeanwhile, their activi- 
ties might well receive the atten- 
tion of the Federal Government's 
law-enforcement agencies. 
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* Postwar electronic* will shop for you, cook fofr you, tranc- 
port you, bring you the hand-elaxp of a distant friend — do juct 
about everything but ki*e your girl and raise 'your babies! 

Condensed from Argosy 
and now that it ha/ been found out 
we have the election tube, the most 
important, the rnost versatile, the 
most sensitive/the most useful tool 
ever inventec 

To put electrons to practical use 
as electricity they must be torn out 
and set free. Heat does that. You 
can hear a piece of iron until it 
glows white and thus release elec- 
trons, but you can't do anything 
with them. Shoot a minute electron 
into the air and it is stopped at 
ice by a gigantic air-atom, as if 
jy a wall Hence the first step is to 
get rid of the air. That is why tubes 
are necessary— vacuum tubes. In- 
a tube is a filament much like 
electric lamp on your desk, 
on the current to heat the fil- 
ament and the electrons are shot 
out lik\ bullets at a speed that may 
be anything from 25,000 to nearly 
186,000 rmfes a second. You see now 
why the tubes in your radio glow. It 
is not the ligfet that is wanted, but 
the teat that goes with the light — 
the heat that drives out elections 
from the filament 

Some way of controlling elec- 
trons is needed beforfe they can be 
put to work. There is also a metal 
grid and a metal plate within the 
tube. Between the two is the fila- 
ment. The electrons stream from 



e^ember Aladdin's Wonder- 
ful Lamp? Remember how, 
*" ■never it was rubbed, 
Aladdin's slave made a palace 
spring from trre ground or produced 
bags of precious\stones? 

The lamp is hare. You can buy 
one for as little as fW^nty-five cents 
or as much as $1.2^0, depending 
on what you expect of it. 

Of course, it will not\build pal- 
aces overnight or presentVou with 
diamonds. But it will cookNfor you 
and rock the baby. It will defect a 
burglar climbing your porcrO 
through fog, stop an elevator 
right floor. It will open the s 
door so you can drive in. It will cuj 
some diseases. 

This Aladdin's Wonderful L<amp 
is the electron tube. It conges in 
about two thousand different types 
and sizes. Look inside your radio 
set and you will see at/least two 
types. They are little/bulbs, and 
they glow with a dull light. Why 
are they called electron tubes? Be- 
cause they juggle electrons. 

And what are electrons? Particles 
much smaller Ahan the smallest 
atom. A curre/u in a wire is a flow 
of electrons. A flash of lightning is 
a sudden burst of them. Electricity 
comes in/electrons. It took about 
two thousand years of experiment- 
ing and thinking to find that out, 
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This uill aeknavl«df« rsosipt of your 

toy 17, 1945, with ndoiui. 



mi cation dated 

. ■.'>■ 



The naterlal which you hare st-ftaltted' has bean carefully 
revievedj And I vent to thank you for toot interest and courtesy in 
writing to this Barton. In the event /on receive additional infoi 
tlon which yon believe to bo of intoroot to this Bureau, I wont you 
to fool froo %o oojamaj onto with tho Special Agent In Charge of our 
Snint Louis fltld Division which is locstod «t 423 Oil tod States Court 
House nod Custon BousSj Saint tools, Missouri. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Dear Sir: 



Re: GERALD L, K. SMITH, with aliases; 

THB V AMS*ICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Sedition 
(62-43818 and *l*gW) 
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ie fo llowing i3 pertinent information received froci 

[, whose identity is known to the Bureau, concerning 
lect's activities during the period from April 21 to May 6i 3r?45* in- 




clusive* 



SMITH left Detroit on the evening of April 2lst for an m 
extended trip to the V/est Coast during the course of which he made speeches 
to his followers at meetings held in Chicago, St. Louis, Denver, and Salt 
Lake City. He planned to leave Salt Lake City at 11:40 p.m. on May 4, 1945* 
and was to arrive at San Francisco on the morning of May 6, 1945. Informant 
did not know where SKITH planned to stay while in San Francisco but believed 
he would receive his mail at the St. Francis Hotel in that city. He plans 
to spend several weeks in San Francisco "observing" the activities of the 
>tfnited Nations Conference now being held there. While on this trip he has 
maintained contact with his Detroit office by mail and long distance tele- 
phone and has continued to direct the operations of the office. 

He is continuing publication and distribution of various 
types of literature. The pamphlet "Whose Concept Is It?", supposedly 
written by a *«rs. BERTH A^SLEBE °f Dayton, ^hio, has received wide distribu- 
tion through hi3 sources recently as has a book written by "Americanus" 
dealing with post-war settlements. His monthly magazine "The Cross and 
the Flag" ran 11,000 copies for the May issue and informant believed that 
these copies were all used in distribution to subscribers and contributors, 

informant noted 
', and 



i?o 





t'ormant learned that on April 2b, i.y4i», smith's aonations 
•o ugh "the mail totaled $19.50 and on May 2 and 3 the contributions were *, / 



$22,00 and £23.00 respectively. 




SiOTH has received mail in recent weeks ^sfyi > 
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Letter to the Director 
May B, 1945 



He: GERALD L. K. SMITH, 
with aliases; THE 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 
Sedition 




troth Senator NYE, Congressman WOODRUFF of Michigan, Congressman HAGEN, 
HARRY7ft€lffiR, who was SMITH'S candidate f or vice president on the America 
First Party ticket last fall,B M } and the Federal Bureau of Investi- 

gation. SMITH told informant^^^^^Hs latter letter was in reply to one 
which he sent to J- Edgar Hoover recently relative to allegedly discriminat- 
ing against SMITH, in Philadelphia. Informant did not learn the contents of 
this letter. The letter was forwarded to SMITH at San Francisco. 

Informant stated that on April 
ceived a ca ll requestin g that SMITH cont 

phone 
relayed to SMITH at St. Louis by wireT 

SMITH has indicated to informant that some rt little newspapers" 
are now printing items distributed by his newly organized Nationalist News 
Service. He also told informant that he was making a list of the people who 
had answered a qiestionnaire which he sent out some time ago, one of tne 
questions of which inquired as to whether the person could come to Washington 
if SMITH requested him to do so. SMITH stated he was saving these names since 
he would "need them for the debates in Washington". Informant did not learn 
what debates SMITH had in mind but believed probably he had reference to the 
discussions which would occur in Congress when that body considered the pro- 
posals presented at the San Francisco conference. 

7ery truljr yours, 



S\.oM. 



R. A. GUEUN, SAC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



\fJ Deleted under exemption(s) 4Q '-Is 



with no segregable 



material available for release to you. 

I I Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

LJ Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason<s): 



□ For your information: 



L^ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

\ DELETED PAGE(S) \ 

XNO DUPLICATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



0^m# TSAenu/fandum • united spates government 

to : DIRECTOR, FBI date: MAI 22, 1945 

Nsi ^iom : SAC, KANSAS CITY 

• subject: OBRAIJ) l. K. SHITS 
/' ^AMERICA FIRST PARTI 

INTKWAL SBCUHItT 
SEDITTOH 

* , ^ Reference is made to the latter of April 3. 1945, from the 

Detroit Office to the Bureau, a oopy of which was furnished 
to this Field flLvision. 

A review of newspapers and inquiries of other sources of 
information in Kansas City have failed te indicate that 
GERALD L. I, SMITH held a press conference at Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

In the event information is received at a later date concerning 
any activities of SMITH in the Kansas City Field Division, the 
Rireau, as well as Detroit, will bs immediately advised. 

Ibis case Is being continued In a referred upon completion 
status in this office. 
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ATTEAUTfD BLOODSHED IN CHICAGO 

On the 15th of March Christian Americana in 
Chicago took up their crones in behalf o! their 
Christian ideal*. As man? of the reader* of this 
magazine know. Communists. anti-Christians and 
certain hysterical Jewish elements In Chicago, an- 
nounced to the world that I would never be per- 
mitted to speak In Chicago again. 

BRIEF STATEMENT OP WHAT HAPPENED 

Our Chicago committee rented Temple Hall, owned 
. and operated by a unit of the American Federation 
oJ Labor and of the Chicago Federation of Labor. 
This did not mean that these groups were under- 
writing my philosophy of life— it did mean, however. 
that these outstanding labor leaders favored the 
Constitution of the United States, which guarantees 
to all law-abiding Americans freedom of speech and 
freedom of assembly. 

The moment that our meeting was announced, 
J. I. Fishbein. editor of the Sentinel (largest English 
language Jewish weekly in America) inaugurated a 
campaign of character assassination and Tuiflcation, 
the like of which I have not experienced since the 
assassination of Huey Long. 

First, the Chicago Labor Union received over 200 
telegrams, many of which threatened bloodshed. The 
Union also received telephone calls threatening the 
destruction of their building if I was allowed to 
speak. 

The Union called a meeting of their membership 
and announced that they were going to take a stand 
on the side of free speech and free assembly. They 
said that they were not underwriting the philosophy 
oi Gerald L. K. Smith, but they were underwriting 
his right to speak and the right of his people to 
assemble. 

This decision on the part of the local union made 
Fishbein and his compatriots furious. A compilation 
of the namee &{ ihu»« wki sent the threatening 
telegrams and the messages of protest **-r«als that 
they were 93% Jewish. I have the name of every 
one of these individuals In my personal file. 

GUNMEN INVADE TEMPLE 

On the afternoon before the night of the meeting, 
three hoodlums broke into the Temple, which as a 
building is a thing of beauty, assaulted the janitor 
with a gun and exploded sli stench bombs. They 
warned the janitor that there must not be a meeting 
that night. Threatening telephone calls continued 
to pour into the Union HalL The building was 
guarded during the remainder of the afternoon by 
25 police, some with sawed-off shotguns. In the 
meantime our Chicago committee, with the co-oper- 
ation of the police, used a counteracting chemical* 
on the building, and the effect of the stench bombs 
was destroyed. / 

LYNCH MOB AJUUVES 

At 8 o'clock a mob moved In and attempted to 
take the hall away from our America First people. 
The^ «3re armed with counterfeit tickets which, were 
readii '"tected. They formed a picket line and 
•-— "*W V "'. jorus — "Down with Smith" — "Hang Smith" 
TVeJr imith"— "Kill Smith"— "To Hell with Smith," 
of si -»guage was so vicious that it reminded me 
rmnrffiiuas language which many of us have been 
tTXHia horn the New Testament recently, especially 
to-yuu |he pBycilo j oa7 UktJ was developed 



VI 



ttorious 



Thi» cid 

tatlt m*r b* had in qwantin 
j 100 a>pU«, sim — 1000 






among the mobs shortly prior to the crucifixion of 
our Lord It must be remembered that the same 
evil mentality which crucified Christ, now desires 
to crudry everything that looks Christian—even 
Christian Americanism. 

Our people refused to be Intimidated. They came 
In -and filled up the halL I was escorted to the 
platform by two veterans of this war, while deep 
in the hearts of Mrs. Smith and myself was the 
thought of our only son, Gerald. Jr., who has been 
a casualty twice In this war, and is now in a hospital 
in Burma. 

The meeting was opened by Mr. Frederick Ester, 
a veteran of this war with an honorable discharge, 
who spoke fifteen minutes and presented me. I 
spoke for two hours and fifteen minutes, devoting 
my message to the same principles as are enunciated 
in this magazine. 

SENSATIONAL FACT! 

While I Bpoke, the mobsters outside (at least 90% 
Jewish) knocked most of the windows out of the 
building, even in spite of the police. The audience 
did not move, but sat in rapt attention. 

The place was guarded by at least SO police, and 
more than 100 were prepared for an emergency 
call. I warned the good Christians assembled that 
a move was on foot to agitate our people beyond 
self-control. I urged them to be peaceful and not 
respond to the vulgar insults of this uncouth mob. 

It Is a fact, however, that as our people left the 
hall, they were actually spat upon. Even so. they 
made no response to these insults. The enemy had 
failed to incite our good people to riot. 

Shortly before the end of the meeting I received 
a message from the police detectives to the effect 
that they were convinced that there was a definite 
plot to do me great injury, perhaps kill me. A car, 
well guarded by police, met us at the stage doo-' 
and Mrs. Smith and I were return* a *ai««y to tne 
hotel. The mi»» H ~o *w- » u_.« M ureat triumph for 
cwuAian Americanism. 

The above fs a mere outline of the story. I wlH 

discuss other detoila in my monthly letter whkfe 

goes out to loyal supporter* all over Hie United 

States. i . 

AN APPEAL TO JEWS f 

Surely there are Jewish leaders in America whose 
attitudes are not represented by the Chicago Jewisfc 
Sentinel, Surely the employment of the threat ^| 
bloodshed and the actual use of stench bombs, brickt 
stones, and guns is not pleasing to all Jewish leaderk 

I challenge the Jews of America who love peaa* 
and who seek goodwill to seise leadership ami 
repudiate such men as J. L Fishbein, and those whW , 
formulate the editorial policy of the Chicago Jewisk. 
Sentinel. ^ ' " f.~ 

Mr. Fishbein Is now engaged fa a campaign m 
smear the officers of the American Federation M 
Labor (Chicago unit) and to brand as Nazis ant) 
traitors all Christian Americans who believe In the 
principle of America First. God save America. Gal ^ 
save the Jews from the leadership of such men dV. r 
J. I. Fishbein of Chicago. |. • 
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^TT SAC, Sen Francisco Ma/ 21, 1945 

John 2djjar Hoover, a.r*ctor - F»d»ral Bureau of XnveitlgatlOQ 



Internal Security; addition 



iifirin M i 




you »no^id continue to k««;> thm Bureau ant 
3 ith'a activitiai while in San Franciaco 



Hoaavar, 

• Detroit Fiald Cffioa adriaed of 



cc - Detroit 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE __z^fe_B Y^sa^c 



llr. To 1 eon 

llr. E. A. TaET 

Mr. Clegg Z 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nlchols i-L ~ 

Mr. Roaen^ 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr, Carson 

Mr. Egan 



Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Pennington^ 

Mr. Qui im TaanT 

Mr. Mease ~ 

Miss Qaafly 



x\ 
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.) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. ) CC-150 

UNTIED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



To: ggjjjyCATIONS SECTION. 10UTCKE 

Transmit the following message to: *** *5» *9*5 

SAC, sab frahcisoo 

GfflALD L. K. Skim, Tffi^JGKlCA FIAST PAHTT, IKEHHAL 3BC0RITI, SH)ITIQK. 
II80BLET MAI TiSmOHE, LAST. DMfflUTKLI 50BHIT EfftJET ESFLBCTIBG 
RESULTS OF COVffiJ«a PITH'S ACTIVITIES TO DATE. DKPilBKSMT 
PARTICULARU HT«RBST3) IK DATA SHOOK POSSIBLE UOlAflOli SH3TIC* 
FIYE, TITLE KTOHTtofll, 05C. 

HOOTS 

CC: UTROIT (BT MAIL) 



.!". ' V-f c- 



r.V^ 






\H 



SFT-TT VIA. 



all msmm zmm 

HEREIN IS UKCy&iriED 

DATE gtyt± BYaaeag^ 



- -»<«° 




■^ 



/ 
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* "l 



j__\ M Per V^aal^ 
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Jffefceral Sureau of irtuesttgatinrt 

Stilted States department of last in? 
Detroit, Michigan 
May 31, 1945 



*■;■"■'"■ ** "V- 



^ewpfpHfrna^ - 



Di rector, FBI 



Be: -53KRAI2) L. I, SMITH 
^AMERICA FIRST PABTT 
INTERNAL SECORITC 
OBUlTlON 



Dear Sir: 





fci 



A copy of this letter is being sent to the Sen Francisco Field 
Division and to the Los Angeles Field Division in order that they my be 
advised of SMITH'S present whereabouts and nltioate plans and aay in turn 
advise the Bureau and the Detroit Field Division and any ether interested 
field divisions upon learning of SMITH'S plans for the return trip to 
Detroit. 

Very truly yours, 




hn 



2-1126 



R. A. GOERIN ^ 
Special Agent in Charge 



/ 



cc - Los Angelei (AIR KAIL) 
San Francisco (AIR MAIL) 



VICTORY 
BUY 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
WEIK IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^-^^JYc^^«0 

4 1945^ 



/ - 
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Office l^Aemorandum • united states government 



TO 




MR. D. M. LKPUl DATE: wr.Tois 0n _ 



5:30 p.m., 5-26-45 
from : J. K. MUMSfigg JKU:lem 

subject: GERALD L. K^'sOTH . 

BLUE STAB MOTHERS OF AMERICA - Current jBvents Group 



Mr. E. A. T 

Mr. Clep:r_^ 
Ur. Correy~ 
Mr. Qlavir." 

Kr. Ladd ~ 

Mr. NIC Wis 

Mr. ftoser. 

Mr. 7racy^_ 

Mr. Uorx 

Mr. Carsor. 
Mr. Herder 
Mr. MumTor 
Mr. Jor.es 
Mr. aulnif 
Tale, Rood 
Mr. Nease_ 
Miss Beato 
HiBS Gandj 



I called ASAC Hinze at Philadelphia and referred him to a call I made to 
SAC Sears on April 26, 1945, about a letter we had received from Gerald L- 
X* Smith, in which he alleged we had done something about his civil 
liberties, enclosing for us a copy of a letter written by the State Secretary~o? 
the PO S of A to ^Allian Parks, Secretary of the Current Events Club, in which 
fPSSS said that ^several complaints have reached us against your holding meetings 
m our building through members of the FBI and otherwise, 11 and therefore Smith stat 
he was compelled to cancel the lease. Hinze was advised we answered Gerald L. K. 
Siiith, but before doing so I called SAG Sears and asked him whether anybody up ther 
ha d "put the bi te" on the abasement about having these meetings. Sears said that 
£A IB bad visited BJb concerning that group last summer, and that it was 
all^^^xn^CTie had said to HeSe apparently that the group was anti-Se mitic, pro- 
Nazi, and that the POS of A might be better off without them; however, I V at the 
tlTie was on a plant, Sears had not had a chance to talk with him, but staTea he > 
would talk to him and ascertain whether he actually said anything or not. 

Mr. Hinze was told that now TSttian Parks has written in demanding an explanation 
of the same kind and referring not only to the letter from the POS of A but also 
to the letter we wrote back to Gerald L. K. Smith; that we had received a teletype 
from Philadelphia dated May 25th, pointing out that the National Blue Star Mother." 
of America were to have a meeting at which they were going to have Helms testify 1 
he had to cancel their lease because of FBI pressure. 

I instructed Mr. Hinze to call the Bureau by 10:00 a.m. Monday, clearing up the 
following matters: l»The Bureau should be furnished the results of the interview 
with the Agent - did he or did he not tell Helms they would be better off without 
this group, etc. What about the allegation another Agent is supposed to have 
contacted him more recently, visited the janitor and looked over the place, but 
made no comments concerning the Current Events Club? 2. Philadelphia wire of Ma; 
25th says they were to have a meeting and have ■^■W^estiiy as to the pressure oi 
the FBI. What happened to the meeting? 

For his further information, ASAC Hinze was advised we had a teletype from San 
Francisco stating they had picked up information that Gerald L. K. Smith, apparer 
in referring to a magazine article, said that one feature should be a photostatic 
copy of the Philadelphia letter, and one of the "J. Edgar Hoover letter" with thf 
background story. 

iCTION; ASAC Hinze said he would check on this matter and call the Bureau. 

; ALL INFORMATION COMTAtfftD u -^^ ^ 

ten m unclassified v * ' 






$ft<W ' .(?** will, ^v" "'— ~ "y7 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

rjt INFORMATION CONTAWED 
JfRlOl IS UNCLASSIFB^ .Z*** 

LB L. K. SMITH ' 



TO 



FROM 



MR. D. M. 



J. K. 



SUBJECT: 



:lem 
/AC/ 

GERALD 

BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA (Current Events Group) 



ASAC Hinze called from Philadelphia, pursuant to my request, to furnish 
information regarding the allegations made by Gerald £. K. Snith and 
by 3pg32l8ii Parfcsi Secretary of the Current Events Club that the FBI 
had brought pressure on the POS of A to cancel leases in their hall held 
by Smith and by the Current Events Group. -.- " 



Mr. Tolso 
Mr. t. A. 
Mr. cleg? 
Mr. Coffe 
Mr. Olevl 
Ur. Ladd 
Mr. Niche 
Mr. fioser. 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. IBhr 
Mr. Carso 
Mr. flendo 
Ur. Mumfc 
Mr. Jor.es 
Mr. Quinn 
Tele. Roo 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Beah 
Was Gaud 



Hinze statedSA 
or June,M Bwer 
Mothers, tBona 
name of the 




had^ furnished the following data: Some time last May 
o seefHelms^ told him we were interested in the Blue Star 
at that time made Arrange/ents to meet at the POSA Hall un der the 




is 
they wen 
a holdover from t he pre-Pearl HarborSGn eriCa ^irst Commit tee .and had apparently tb 
same aims, tf M said he believed he also told him lihey" were believed to be con- 
tacting serWcemen and talking to them in such a way as to try to mak e them less 
enthusiastic about fightin^the war. *Helms at that time showed ^BB the ^ase thai 
they had signed and asked fl B if ne wanted to have them thrown OTn?7 and fl Bsaid 
that he did not want that; xnat he w^s pleased to tevethempennanentl^l^^Sed 
som ewhere where we could wat ch their activities. hBFS^^^H^^HBIBI^^K__ ) 





pointed "out his contact with Helms was just arter Wixiiam i^man, one 01 
seditious conspiracy defendanttff^had come to Philadelphia and had made an 
inflammatory speech to the women, and as a result the Bureau had given instructior 

r o follow' their activities as closely as possible. Mr. Hinze stated he assumed 
when he went up there, gave them as little information as he possibly could 

-o what we were doing; that they had checke^and ascertained^M^ was tne only mar 
that actually had contact with Helms; that^^M^didindicate Wroething about the nc 
of their organization and some of their ails^out in talking to Helrns^ he said, he 
was very circumspect; that he did not make any charges tbatefcJaotjjuere unpatriotic 
or that they were seditious or anything like that (that JmSfe* A e &£ r *^3 ( &/Jfi 

Mr. Hinze stated this meeting was held last Friday - a hearing- before,. ,Jud§e C*rti£ 
W. Bok, Common Pleas Court, and a temporary injunction wJe^siuedT^eBt raining the 
'''Patriotic Daughters of America from preventing the Blue Star Mothers (Current J£ver 
. Club), from having their meetings there (in the POSA Hall). Helms did ngtjUstif^ 
at all; it was all done by the Blue JStar Mothers. Parks in her testimony said the 
Helms had told her that FBI men were hanging around on fire escapes and /in closets 
Later on, one of the informants said she also made the statement (but there seems 
be some question as to whether »he gave this as testimony or whether it was just 2 
statement made out loud in the court room later on) that the FBI had put pressure 
on the mayor in this matter. Mr. Winze stated letters had been forwarded to the 
Bureau by Philadelphia indicating this thing all seems to have occurred following 



oOJUN n945,:- v 



i. j v 



) ^ 



Mr. Ladd 



- 2 - 



appearance of Parks in the mayor* s office, objecting to a certain United Nations 
UounciJ. Meeting in Philadelphia and indicating that Mayor Samuels, who has a 
Jewish secretary named Rosenberg had been putting some pressure on her. 
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Mr. ci»r« 






/" Mr. Co/J!e> .. 








M*. Nichfi!* 


Lillian Jmrks, Secretary, 
Current Brent* Club, 
1115 S. 54th 8t» # 
Fhile., *S P Fa* 






Mr. Ra» fr 
Mr. Traey 

Mr. C'tkr*;.h 
Mr. E 3 ur..., .. 
Iiir. Ilea don 








ili. P'aniafltic 








ft>. Quinn laaii 








Mr. N'«ftnt 




1945. 




Mi«« G«ad.v 


»yM. 









John Sdgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United State ■ Department of Justice, 
Washington, D» C* 

My Dear Sir t 



ALL INF0RM«TI0N CONTAINED! 
HEREIN S EiCiaSFH) I 
DATE .. ./t/v/r^Ws&gfy^ 



■',. We are in receipt of a letter this morning from the Reverend Gerald L* K* 

teith eaolosing a photostatio oopy of a letter dated April 26th fron the Federal 
EUreau of Investigation erer your signature* Tou state in your letter to Mr. Snith 
that at no tine hare you erer attempted to interfere with an Americanos right to his 
ei-ril liberties* In this connection, we would like to point out to you that due to 
pressure being brought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Mayor's offioe 
In Philadelphia we have been denied our constitutional right of free speech. In 
fact, our lease has been terminated by the P*0*S* of A. because, so they state, me 
mere having the Reverend Gerald L* K* 6ml th as a speaker at our meeting* 



? I am enclosing herewith a oopy (photostatio) of a letter received from 

the P,0*S* of A*, which definitely points to the Federal Bureau of Investigation as 
being the prime factor in causing us to lose our inalienable right of free speech 
and free assembly* ^ T ,v/, \-X -'t^'j'J 

We would welcome amy investigation you would care to nejee, amd If you 
find we have been amiss in our understanding of our fundamental rights as free 
imerioans, we stand ready to pay the full penalty. The alternative would be 
bill of health by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 



(p 



W: 



\ 



Tory respeotfully. 






<r. 



(^fou>J jdUl^L^ 




^t~l 
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Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 
FROM 



JKMsEOD 
THE DIRECTOR 



B. M. LADD 



/ 




DATE: 



subject: GERALD L. K. SMITH 

BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMHtICA (Current 




I 



May 28, 1945 *-. Tc , =! 

'iff. E.i 

ST. -0.1 



X 



its Group) 




Set forth below is a brief summary of recent developments In vol v- £ 
ing Gerald L. K. Smith; the Blue Star Mothers of America (Current Events 

Group); the latter »s landlord in Philadelphia, one C. B. Helms, State - — 
Secretary of the Patriotic Order Sons of America; and the Bureau* 

Under date of April 13, 1945, C. B. Helms, State Secretary of the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America, which has a building at 1317-19 North Broad 
Street, Philadelphia, addressed a letter to Mrs. Lillian Parks, Secretary, 
Current Events Club, same address, stating t "Sever al complaints have reached 
us against your holding meetings in our building, through members of the TBI 
and otherwise. Today they advise us the Reverend Gerald^gBitkLis to speak here 
this evening. I am compelled under the circumstances to cancel the lease and 
advise you that we cannot permit your meeting here this evening if Mr. anith 
is to bft nrnftpntr nr riFillvnr an address,* Mrs. Lillia n Parks 



comment: 



■1. 



•2. 



•3. 



_ promptly serfT a copy ol tfle" leTler receavea from Helms 1 6" Herald 
Lth, who forwarded a copy to you with a letter containing the following 

There had been no arrangement for me to speak in Philadelphia 
as the letter suggests. 

I am convinced that no representative of your Department attempted 
to coerce the management of the building refer *-eJ «c in an attempt 
to prevent my speaking in Philadelphia. 

I have confidence in you to believe that you would not participate 
in any plan to deny an American? citizen his civil liberties. 



•It is my personal opinion that someone in Philadelphia is impersonat- 
ing a representative of your Department ♦• 



delphia, who sul 



7i 



A check was. made with SAC Sears at Philadelphia, who subsequently 
advised that in connection with tiie investigation the Bureau h$# had pending 
for some time relative to the Blue Star Mothers of 
the name 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
SK?S* 5TO! '^CLASSIFIED 

205 OCT U ^J t:L ^^ M 



to 






it 




V 



* ,--.J 



O r 



) v->. 



Memorandum for the Director 
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Mothers as a general natter 
because they were alleged to be a holdover from the pre-Pearl Harbor America 
First Committee and were contacting servicemen and talking to them in such 
a manner as to make them less enthusiastic about fighting the war» He recalled 
that Helms showed him the lease the Current Events Club (Blue Star Mothers) 
had signe<^^d asked Agent M Bif he "wanted to have them thrown out,* 
whereuponBHBspecificallT^lH he did not want that and, in fact, expressed 
the opinionxKat he was pleased to have them 
where we could watch their activities. 







; :-t ■ 



In view of the contents of Helms 1 letter to Mrs- Lillian Parks, SAC 
Sears had Helms contacted, and Helms stated that he had numerous telephone calls 
regarding the Current Events Club and progressively became more and more annoyed; 
that on April 13, 1945 > be received an anonymous telephone call advising him 
that Gerald L. K. Smith was going to address a group that evening and he there- 
upon decided it was time to take som^ae^^n^an^jjrote the reference letter. 
Also on the same date Helms called IB Secretary to Mayor Samuels 
of Philadelphia, and advised him oj ^n^^Sspno necall and suggested that squad 
cars and detectives be sent there. J Jbhen told Helms that the instant 
group were trouble makers. Helms a^^H^ffla that the wording of his letter /? 
to Mrs. Parks was not exactly correct in that the TBI Agent who had contacted 
him had made no complaint about the group but had merely stated it was reportedly 
anti-Semitic and reportedly pro-German. He also stated that no Agent had told 
him Smith was going to speak but that his only information was the above-mentioned 
telephone call. It was also learned at that time tha^Helgsalso sent a letter 
to Mayor Samuels referring to his conversation withB ■in which he said: 
■I can only say that Agents of the FBI had advised mexne^rere pro-Nazi but 
my informants tell me this is not the case but they are a group of Catholic 
ladies. .... opposed to the so-called New Deal and to some extent in opposition 
to radical Jewish elements.* Mr. Sears stated that he would see to it the letter 
to Mayor Samuels caused no embarrassment. It does not appear from- the above that 
the actions of the Bureau Agent were i n any way improper but, on the contrary, 
he handled the matter very dj 

hi 

A reply was thereupon prepared to Gerald L. K. Snith acknowledging 
his letter and statinfcV* 
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Memorandum for the Director 



■You may be assured that the assumptions you set forth in your 
letter of April 18 are correct; i.e., no representative of this Bureau 
has at any time attempted to coerce the management of any building to 
prevent your speaking in Philadelphia or engaged in any activities 
designed to deny an American citizen his civil liberties. I appreciate 
your bringing this matter to my attention so that you nill have no 
question concerning the policies of the FBI.* 

A report has just been received from Salt Lake City, which covered a 
meeting addressed by Gerald I. K. Smith on May 3, 1945, at which he said he 
had that morning received your letter of reply quoted in the paragraph immediately 
above. He commented to the audience that he was personally acquainted with you 
and then read your letter. He commented that it was *a fine letter* and said, 
■Give Mr. Hoover a hand," whereupon there was enthusiastic applause for you. 




§&:£*^ 



Under date of May 14, 1945, a letter was received addressed to you 
over the signature of Mrs. Lillian Parks, Secretary, Current Events Club at 
Philadelphia, enclosing a copy of the letter reared tohereinbefore dated 
April 13 from Helms cancelling the lease an^ referred to^above 4m reply to 
Gerald L. K. Smith. Mrs. Park's letter, however, misinterprets you in that she 
says that you said in your letter to Mr. aniih ■that at no time have you ever 
attempted to interfere with an American's ri^it to his civil liberties, ■ and 
she goes on, "In this connection, we would like to point out to you that due to 
fpressure being brought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Mayor's 
office in Philadelphia, we have been denied our constitutional right of free 
speech." She continues by referring to the letter from Helms and stating that it 
■definitely points to the Federal Bureau of Investigation as being the prime 
factor in causing us to lose our inalienable right of free speech and free 
assembly," and she asks for an investigation to clarify the matter or, "The 
alternative would be a clean bill of health by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
A letter of reply was prepared under date of May 17, 1945, and sent to your office, 
where it was held until the return to me on May 26, 1945, for this clarification 
of the entire matter. 

Under date of May 25, 1945, a teletype was received from I*hiladelFhia 
advising that it had been confidentially learned that all members of the National 
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Memorandum for. the Director 
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Blue Star Mothers of America had been requested to attend a hearing on the 
cancellation of their lease by the Patriotic Order Sons of America Building 
scheduled for that morning at the City Hall before Judge Bok and at which it was 
expected that C. B. Helms would appear and testify he had to cancel the lease 
because of FBI pressure. It was stated that if this testimony was received, 
the Mothers group plans to sue the Government. Advice has now been received 

I that Helms did not appear and testify but that at the hearing Mrs. Parks stated 
that Helms had told her that FBI men were "hanging around on fire escapes and 
in closets* and that the FBI had put pressure on the Mayor in this matter. 
The Philadelphia Office has further advised that Mrs. Parks has indicated 
she did not think this matter was so much a result of action by the FBI as it 
was the "Jewish Qestapo," which she, calls the Anti -Defamation League. Also a 
Mrs. Brown of the Current Events Group has indicated on several occasions 
that she believes the persons responsible for the letter cancelling the lease 
were "the Jewish Gestapo in Ph^arf^^^^M^jy^^oi^i^odowith the FBI." 

has also alleged that ^ M is 

in the ^nti -Defamation League. Judge Bok ordered the leaS^conxinued in 
effect and that the Current Events Group could continue to hold their meetings » , 
in the building. -=> 

ACTION : 

It is recommended that the attached letter, which has been redated, 
go forward to Mrs. Parks as the reply to her incoming. It appears that the 
answer to Gerald L. K. Smith has proved most fortunate and that this suggested 
reply to Mrs. Parks is least apt to be of any use to her to use to the 
embarrassment of the Bureau but still is sufficient to forestall any possibility 
of a charge that we have evaded the issue raised. 



Attachment 
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»>a. mil an Parks 

Sacrttary 

Currant Evanta Clab 

11X3 South 54th Straat 

Philadelphia 43, PennaylvanU 

Daar Madant 



■V 30, 1945 



mi mmm awfw 



DA' 




/a^c 



Thle la in fcaply to your letter dated a/k 1945. enoloaina: a 

SS.°L^ ter M? £52?' 19 * 5 ' whloh l~% ~ •«* you*1h. 
State Secretary of the Fatrtotlo Order Sono of Aaarloa, ' 

Plaasa he adVLeed that at no tin* baa any aonplalnt boon nndo 
by a rapraaantaUTa of tha FBI eonoarnlng tha holding of Beatings or your 
erganiiation In tha building at 1317-19 lorth BroadStreet, Philadelphia, 

▼ery truly youra, 
,. to« ****** ~ . 




C ' > 



John Cigar 
Director 



oc - Philadelphia (ulth copies of Inoonlng) 
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^Office Memorandum -^united states government 



date.: May 29, 19 



JKM:EQD 

TO : THE DIRECTOR 

from • D. M. LADD 

subject: GERALD L. KT SMITH 

BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA (Current Events Qroup) 

You will recall that in my memorandum of May 28, 1945, I advised 
you that C. B. Helms, State Secretary, Patriotic Order Sons of America, 
who allegedly wrote the letter Mrs. Lillian Parks is complaining of,, had 
been interviewed and admitted that the wording of his letter with regard 
to an FBI Agent was not correct. Attached is a proposed answer, which has 
been read to and approved by SAC Sears. 
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3*&«r# &o# ftnallw mmm* 4feMM**^ ^ * jr *-<— •« 9 »-4 ***-* x r i 
*er a<j<jr**B*<2 to j^r#» Li Him Partes, who made complaint about notion 
of this Bureau In eonn«ctioa **** f&* Ala* «cr tfet&er* «/ Jmsrica t 
Philadelphia* I am mot at all satisfied at *%e manner in which this 
correspondence wan handled* As indicated previously t the original 
propooed reply *e Mr; Parma mam mnasive mad meek, and it appeared f 
the neaorcndua'then attached to the earrespendsnee that ear Philadel 
Office 9os in error in the natter, at least to name extent* X do th 
i natters of thie kind mhould be more promptly and mere vigorously kan 
\ Also I think that a Utter mhould be addressed te the Philadelphia 
ficej indicating our diepleaeure at the manner tn which thie whole i 
vestigation was handled in Philadelphia* Obviously, if ear Agents h 
been lees garrulous and nore discreet, the situation would not have 
arisen. 

fery truly yours 

John Mgar Sooper 
Ptrecter 
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REPORT MADE AT 

SALT LAK5 CITY, UTAH 



DATE WHIM MADS 

5-20-45 




ferioofor 
which made 

4-27,28,30-45; 

i:_.o tAC 

12-45. ~ 



GERALD L. K. SMITH 
AYKRICA FIRST PARTY 



CHARACTER Or CASK 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



REFERENCE: 



DETAILS: 




Subject arrived Salt Lake City at 7:00 A.M. 
via D&RGft Railroad "5-2-45. Held a press con- 
ference in Hotel Utah at which he stated his 
purpose in going to San Francisco was to head 
a staff of nine persons to report on the Peace 
Conference for twenty-one nationalist organiza- 
tions and to submit a Conference report to twenty- 
three members of Congress, including six senators. 
Subject addressed an invitational meeting at the 
Roof Garden of TT .otel Utah, 5-3-45. List of in- 
vited guests set out herein. Meeting was picketed 
by Communists. A shorthand transcript of Subject's 
speech made available by informant is set forth 
herein. Subject departed Salt Lake City for San 
Francisco, 5-4-45. 



- RUC - 

Detroit letters to the Director dated April 5, 17, and 26, 
1P45. 

A T SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

Pursuant to the request contained in the refer encedle^ters , 

the Salt Lake City Field Division through II v 
" to obtain the names of the persons invi teci^oeTtena 
le held in honor of GERALD L. K. SliilTH at the Roof Garden of 
meeting he was to address. 



APPROVED AND 
FORMAROEO: 



SPECIAL AOEKT 

MCHMtac 



^ corns or thi* 

5 - Bureau 
3 - Detroit 

2 - San Francisco 

3 - Salt Lake City 



-y 



S 



s 
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■yWVITATIOB EX7RA0W)I*ART ' : \ ^-'/v? i; ^ 
U o t R e le as e d for Puk Ho atlon . C .'****■ , 
For Hen Only A ..-.V .-'*"■' 

To Attend a Most Momentous Meeting .... 



X 



GREETINGS TO MY FRIENDS 

AND IT7VITED GUESTS: 



u^U- 



"There is an ou^tanding American of whom H. L / /^ffiNCEEN of the 
aitimore Sun said: 'GERAlSl. K. S1GTE is the greatest orator of this 
century. He begins -where B&CAJI, BILLY SUNDAY and ~LaFOLLETTE the senior 
left off; 1 and of whom LOWElljjHOMAS saysj 'GERALD" L. K. SMITH is the most ^ 
fearless and dynamic orator 'in America.' • , 

"This outstanding American stands for the following demands : 

America must be first in war and peace. 

T?o compromise of national sovereignty. ■ . ' 

Repeal Bureaucratic Fascism. 

* Pi^ht Ilex Deal Communism. 

'Less Itoney for foreign politics and more for 

discharged veterans. 

. No labor draft. 

Restoration of the system of private enterprise. 

"AmonE the topics discussed by tir* SKI1H in his addresses are: 
Dumbarton Oaks , Brenton Woods , *Yalta Conference, Drafting of Women, The 
Planned Super State, The Threat of International Conscription, Secret 
Diplomacy, and Free Speech, -etc. He Is the master of every subject In 

his repertoire and he nulls no punches* 

<., ' 

n It is my great pleasure to have arranged for this "well informed 
and profound American to address an evening meeting in the Roof Garden at 
thel-Iotel Utah, on Thurs., May .5,. at 8 Q'olock. This is not a public gather- 
ing and this invitation is not released ^f or -publication. Admission ie by 
invitation to men only. You are among 13m .fonr who are given the opportunity 
to be present and you may invite one friend. There will be no contributions 
asked. This letter is your card of admission. 
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"I regard this gathering as of hi s tor IcaV moment to our State, 
for it will open up in full focus vital Issues which rtrike at the very 
hsart of America and at the keystone of our freedom. Aaeriea .is in danger, 
and we must not longer ignore* the fact. -■■.*' 

C^, "By all meana be oresent and hear GERALD L. E. EKITH, editor of 

r-^TR OgS vm THE FLAG , published at Detroit, Uiohigan. '■ 

"Villi you do me the courte.sy of advising me by return mail if 
you will attend, giving the name and address of your invited guest? If 
you cannot be present-, you may hand, this invitation t» your proxy and • 
notify me. * , « 

H , . ■ . . . 

"REMEMBER THE DATE: THURSDAY, MAY 5, HOOF CARDEH, HOTEL UTAH, 

AST FLEA5E REPLY BY RETURN MAIL. 

-\ 

, "Sincerely yours in the .service of proclaiming -original source 
facts to preserve America, 



cprJtLAjr^rc 



> 



■ /s/ JKRPXLAUT "STOKES 

218 Atlas Building ^ 
Fhonc £-6971 " 

" J=a:.TES OF r T JHSTS IFVirSI)' 

TO KiAK EDITOR GERALD L. T. , S.^LTH IB THF HOTEL UIAE ROOF .GARDEN 

THURSDAY , * jg AY S , 1 :• 45 , fr, ' C LOCI T .!£ . ' 

(This list'^^n^^Kr nublicution) • 

- ■>■.. \~\ _ \^ 

A Oommi^gsiofter L. C.T« 
LejterA^lUe v 
'^ Bp» Duane frjiilunt 

Rev, Arthur W^^*oulton 
' ^.Albert &ikc 
linpfcley 
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irr/ ■ 
'.XJustin 
latch 
- ^^rijsworth 

*-="Ve rnon%R.omney 
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R. 
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George I^Lpor^y 
Harvey *U£luf f , 
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KnorfPattereoaifv -^ , 
Orval^fefeans ^ _jf ..' 
James TS^f iolliaap 
Frederick S.lfeai'fci 
*• C>«iilfeon £ 
Stanley JJ^xeph^fcson 
Char 
A. H 
Sjame. 
J,- D 
imes 

A. tf 
C. *." 

'Karij 

B. P? 

Hor ac e^pfcor ens-on 
Charles S^L^r^in 

-+ Dr. - Adam sTliei^fc ikon 
J Dr. Howard^sVfo 
Dr. James. tV^r 




% 



Dr. 

Dr. Charl 

Stete_ Comrnana 



Victor, 




rnw;:l| 
ur -je^icm, 



<U 



S. L. 



orTS* 
C omman de r & a • ' Le 5 i ory, 

Post Eo. 2 ' 
Harold ■^jujc'wil / 
Cojcnander Pt*st^409, J&cjf 

ders'^n^ 1 ^ / 
Lionel J. jSjradiord 
R./f>fedlc* V 
orge Wajlaclkftox' 
. Calvifcr J '' 
ayor J. In 

It was ascertained from 
that hotel reservations had "been made/ at 
Utsh for the Subject and his wlfe^arid his 

for the night of May 2, .1945*>\ "" 
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>rsley f Am. Legion 
State Coznish^er V. F. W., 
5. H^^fcoffe '\ *?* - 




er post 3586, V. 
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erVtffiJX* 

£dbent_ 
oacTbtent 



F. V. 




i,7i 



the Hotel 3t 
secretary. 




^h^Sa^^a^eJ^v. 



Through J| p it was 

that the Subject proposed .-to conduct a prfss conference at the -Hotel Utah 

at 9:15 A.M. on Kay 2, 1S45, to whioh all/ Banners of the r>ress were in- 
vited. - i ■ .' 
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Since the meeting was to be held in a publle foyer, of the Hotel 
Utah and it was possible for reporting agent to witness the press con- 
ference without being conspicuous to the participants "therein, :tho report- 
ing agent observed at~the press conference that the foU! owing bersons^ra-e \* 
n attendance: the Subject and hie wife; Kr* m «««•"" t^**" 1 * i-MI^^^^^B f ' 




a local attorney; the Subject's secretary, 
©"porter for oie of the local newspaper organ! sat" 




The Subject was heard to state by the writer that he was enroute 
to San Francisco, California as a representative of the party known as the 
America First Party and twenty-one other nationalist organisations; ..that he 
was to head a staff of nine persons to cover the Peace Conference to be held 
at San Francisco for the America First Party and the other nationalist or- 
ganizations, and that he was to also make a report on the Conference of a 
confiaential character to twenty- three members of Congress, six of them 
United States senators. Ee stated that he represented the America First 
Party which had a committee in each of the forty-eight states and claimed . 
a following of a^oroximately 112,000. He indicated that he and his follow- 
ing were not in favor of the present trend of the San Franc isoo Peace Con- 
ference and believes it is the forerunner of \*orld War III, which will 
take place between Britain and Russia with both sides bargaining for the 
aid of the United States. 

> $' ■ . \ 

The Subjeot was heard to make the statement that both Britain 
and Russia have set up a gigantic propaganda machine for the purpose of 
orooagandizing the United States for the ouroose of securing the aid of this 
country in any war whioh might occur bettesn them. He was also heard to 
make the statement that he believed HUEjp|LOKG would go down in history as 
one of the country's great men and that ne^wojld long be remembered. as an 
outstanding statesman and politician. In response to a question posed to 
him by the newspaper reporter, Mr. SMITH stated that the foreign policy of 
the United States should be one of rigid neutrality. He expressed himself 
as not being completely in favor of the present Conference's attitude on 
either foreign or domestic affairs. 






It may be noted that on May 2, 1945, JAY C. IEWUAN, Special Agent 
in Charge of the Salt Lake City Field Division, received a written invita- 
tion to attend the meeting of GERALD L. K. BMITH at the Hotel Utah Roof 
Garden, which invitation was extended by JEREMIAH STOKES, Attorney at Law, 
Suite 511-12, Seott Building, 168 South Main Street, Salt Lake City, Utah_ 
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In accordance with instruct ions, i nd fopi^aentatlv o f ttie Federal 

Bureau" of Investii 




ioof Garden, Hotel Utah, * • ■ . 

Thursday, LTay 3, 1945, 8:15 P.!'. ■ 

"The 8 weaker was introduced by JUREKIAH STOKES as the 

Honorable GERALD L. K. SMITH 

"Mr. STOKES, ladies and gentlemen: I assure you that it la 
a privilege that cannot be defined or described in words to be able 
to enjoy this fellowship with you people this evening, and before I - 
enter into my address may I lay this, I do not think there is any 
need of people having to sit back of posts; there are some good seats . 
here in front* Come out here where I can see you. 

"As some of my best friends in Salt Lake know, we are an 
our way to Son Francisco, v;here we T;ill remain until the end (if • 
it does not last more *thsn six woeks longer) of the United Nations 
Conference. As tha national director of the Aaerica First Party, 
which hopes and preys that it will never be a party, 1 am apokesman, % 
together with a staff of nine others for 21 nationalist organizations 
I in Americaj and will observe the proceedings at San Francisco off- 

cially for these organizations. 1 shall also prepare at their request 
a confidential report for 8? membera of Congress, including six mem- 
bers of the United States Somite. Members of our staff and myself, 
several of them being already in San Francisoo, will report the 
proceedings for 91 journals with the nationalistic viewpoint in the 
United States of America, 

"I have been in correspondence *ith subscribers to the 
magazine I edit for some time in Salt Lake. I was directed to Mr. 
STOKES, your chairman tonight, by -a. very excellent work he accom- 
plished in -the writing and miblicotlon of a dynamic book. I have 
read this book through, been attracted to his mind und his person- 
ality by the contents of that book. .Yesterday morning I met Mr. 
STOKES for the fir.st time- I wrote Mr. STOKES and said, x 'It will 
-be necessary for us to pass through Salt Lake in order to reach San 
Francisco, and I should like to *top off, pay you a visit, and invite 
eight or ten of your friends to oome over to our room art the hotel 
and have a that. 1 

"He countered with the proposal that a small room be ar- 
ranged here at the hotel and tome interested citisens be invited in 
for .a round-table discussion. Your presence here is the eonsumation ■ 
of that suggestion which Mr. STOKES made and to which I readily 
agreed. 
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"We addressed a large audience in the ballroom of the La* 

Salle Hotel a week: ago Sunday. Wo carae on Tuesday night and addressed 
a pa ok ad auditorium in St. Louis at the pity auditorium. In fact 800 
people stood and several hundred wero turned away. Tfe came on, end 
last Monday night had the pleasure of addressing some 1,000 people in 
Denver, Colorado. Our activities in raoent years hare been confined 
mainly to the pre at industrial areas and the rural areas bounding 
these industrial areas, reaching from St, Louis to 3oston^ to Minne- 
apolis down to Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo. Pittsburgh, Philadelphia j 
and because of the fact that many of your people are meeting us for 
the first time J will take the liborty of discussing a few oersonal 
details that might not otherwise come out in an address. 

"Mr. HARRyEAVENPORT, one of the editors of Colliers' Weekly 
mararine, made « review of our activities last year. Of course the 
article was not friendly, beoause rt was prepared for , a journal not 
friendly to our national activity and journal; but, even bo, Mr. 
DATOTORT said that his survey demonstrated that we had at least 3,000,- 

000 enrolled followers. The density of our following in the area I 
have discussed-- it may interest you to know that in our home state 
we have 112,000 followers enrolled, "21 clerks and stenographers who 
confine themselves strictly to handling our mail ?nd sending out our 
literature. The nationalist movement in America, although it has been 
smeared and perse cutod by oropagandists who are using the money we 
have given to foreign nations to oil up a technique to loot our oublic 
treasury have attested to br a nd those who lovo our country most as 
traitors to their countr;.". 

n I know that as a young man growing up in the. home of a ■ 
minister—I corns from Tour generations of go seel preachers— I never 
thought that the time would come whon a plain old-fashioned middle- 
we starr. Christian would have to prove. that he was not a traitor to 
his country because he felt that his own country should come first. 

1 have r.ot apologised for the words 'America First.* THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT said, a man who loves another country as much as hie own is 
on a par with a man who lovos another woman as much as his own vife. 

■"Someone asked me if we thought .we would ever elect a man 
President, and 1 aald we already have, GEORGE WASHINGTON, concerning 
whom it was said he was first in peaoe, first ^n war, first in the 
hearts of his countrymen— with friendship for all nations but entangled 
alliances with none. Ypu heard me aay a few minutes ago I hoped the 
America First party would nevwr be eonaummated as a mechanism beyond 
an educational movement. I awe that in the days immediately ahead 
when oarties begin to sea the handwriting on the wall, when censorship 
16 liflod, when Yalta la revealed and ther truth about Pearl Harbor 
comos out, and nationalism beooaes a natural--- 1 trust* that both the old 
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"parties will embrace nationalism and kapt ipa 'First Ire as a practical 
political feature. (Applause.) I believe that nationalism when truth 
bog-ins to "bo revealed in America will be a natural, ao natural that 
both political parties will opportunize #c its philosophy and get 
votes. But if they soil out to the foreign propagandist and continue 
to cooperate in a program of looting the treasury and finance every- 
body but Americans, then we will hare the foundation for a creat 
nationalist party th.it will be unashamed to elect an Aimrican who puts 
his country first. STALIN puts hi a country first, CHURCHILL puts his 
country first. Why haven't we sense enough to put America first? 

(Aoplause,) 

■ * j v 

"Now every onco in a while — in fact I never hold a meeting, 
except, of course, I oould havo hold a little committee meeting out 
on the roof, when I am not picketed by the Reds. I think I am slip- 
pine when I am not picketed by the Reds and somebody wants to bring 
up and question tha patriotism of 0. L. K-P sMITH, 

"While I an on that subject, I do not want any suberpatriot 
heckling this meeting tonirht. «fy only son, SgRALD L. Jffi ^ KITK, Jr., 
is i buck private. He had six years of military training. All his 
classmates are cantains and lieutenants, ovt you could not imagine' his 
bein??; much more than a ":uck nrivatoj and he v61unte3red for a suicide * 
engaeamant and served w "\th what has been considered the toughest out- 
fit of this Tar, -*rifl I -va not color! nc it. Every military man will 
say* that there has not baon a toucher groups than Merrill 1 ? Marauders 
in 'rurma, end out of his croup ovor 200 were killed and most of the 
rest were casualties. !'y son has boon a casualty twice. He vas sur- 
rounded by the Japanese and did not hare a bite of food for 14 days, 
but recovered in the jur.erlo and then became, a casualty with wounds 
and recovered in the Jungle, and then was brourht back to a rest hos- 
pital and recovered... after his outfit had opened the Stillwell Road; 
and h-a is nflfiv in a clerical job in a biff hospital in Burma* Ho has a 
presidential citation , and the purple- heart, and the combat medals, 
and was on a ship that was torpedoed. So as far as this war is con- 
cerned end anybody potting killed, the 'SMITES are doinp as well as 
anybody else. Someone said the SMITH'S won tho last war, or at least 
there were enoup-h SMITHS that it looked like it. I am not brarjrine. 
I«y boy is no bettor than yours. But tvwill not hav^s anybody stand 
up and impugn the patriotism of our family, and I say this regardless 
of who is to blame for a war, or who trot us into a war that could have 
beon avoided. When we are in it, there Is only one way to end it, to 
win it. And then if 'we havo any aonse to learn some lessons-, we should 
learn on the basi-e of what we have eroorianced. 

"Some little personal details about the history of the Nation- 
alist movement. **lhon Pearl Harbor came, the politicians, buroaucrat6. 
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"now dealers, communists, boat the drums and thought they would make 
it R disc-race to Bay 'America First,* and we **ra til supposed to 
crawl under the bed and not have anything to say in defense or America, 
If anybody said, 'America First* brand him as a traitor, report him 
to the F.B.I., nan-ass him and denounce him as a.seditionist] And. 
by the way, I think I owe- It to tell you a very interesting experience, 
which may bo of value to you, that they, had the lest few days* The 
communists have developed a technique. Tou nay ret some calls your- 
self, of people telephoning good Amar leans and using coerciro language 
and exploitive the term F.B.I. Someone may call on you and say he 
represents it, or imply that he has talked to the F. B.I. That has been 
a technique of coercion across the United States, in an attempt to 
silence real Americans. For instance, in St* Louis, an outstanding 
young student of seminary there sponsored my address before 200 young 
ministerial students. Be was called in by nn individual -ot in sympa- 
thy with my philosophy and told* 'You are being investigated by the 
P.B.I « r The youn-r nan, instead of being coerced, wont right down to 
the F.B.I, and found it in charge of a fine Christian gentleman, who 
assured him that he had been misinformed, and that he had no desire 
to interfere with his civil rights and liberties as an American. 

'Tell, n ,**rouP of ihoth^rs of toiar u of this w.ir formed • 
an organisation in Philadelphia called thSfe ioc St-.r Ko-fiers of Awa rj^^ 
They h^.ve a headquarters and a meeting placVr" The/have a lease on 
p. building, The -.vord got out erroneously" that -^1 was going to speak 
there. I had spoken under their auspices, but I was at the time in 
another part of the country. 'We understand that GERALp L. K. SMITH 
Is to speak with y?u, and because of complaints that we have received 
from the F.E.I. , "re will have to cancel your lease.* I photostated 
th" letter *hich they sent to me, and wrote a letter to J. SDGAR HOOVER, |'-f 
Fumbcr One Ran -in the F.B.I. I said, 'tDear Ur. Hoover;* (I k.iow him I • 
oersonally.) *I am sure that this man has been misinformed and that 
some radical is posing ~s an agent of the F.P.I *, and coerces Americans 
and denies them the right of free speech. I would like to have this 
investigated, and ^ould appreciate a roply to this letter* 1 

"^Jhen I landod -in Salt Lake City yesterday morninr, my mail t 

b^in^ forwarded from Detroit was hare, and JBtong it, I received a per- 
sonal letter from J. SDGAR HOOVES. t#n l t that Interesting; I immedi- 
ately had the letter photostated, in case "I .should lose the original, 
and I am *oinc to read a letter I reoelvsd not last year, or six months 
ago, but yesterday morning, froa Mr# HOC7V5R, with his own original 
cif^ature on the letter? 

••Dear Mr, SMITHt' I am in raseipt of your letter dated April 
18-19* {I sent him one, the lottsr f sad tj» other, the photostat, be- 
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"cause I did not have time to get the photostat the first day.) 'You 
nay be assured that tho assunptions you set forth in your letter are 
correct; that. is, that no representative of this Bureau has at any 
tine attended to coorco the management of any building to "prevent 
your soeakin~. Nor have they engagod in any activities desis*t5a to 
dony an American citizen his civil liborties. I appreciate your 
bringine this matter to my attontian, so that you trill have no ques- 
tion concerning: the policios of the F.3,I. Sincerely yours\ J. 
EDGAR HOOVER, Director.' 



"Now, 

(Appliuso. ) 



isn't that a fine letter? Give 1st. HOOTER a hand. 



"I do that in this community, T7here I know that you people 
miyht bo coerced by a technique. Let no say to you old-fashioned 
Christian Americans, the communists have better technique; thay are 
away ahead of you. You hive been so busy oayinc taxes "nd keeping 
un your church and your youn? oooplo's soclotios and the Red Cross 
and the constructive interests of your communities that you have not 

had time to school yourselves and skill yoursolves in the Oriental 
conspiracies that arc practiced by those haters of Christ and America? 
and I warn you as a committee tonight, unless you wake up and learn 
the science of those who operate against our institutions, you can 
''ell anticioato thr: ^3ay -7hon Christian Americans will not be permitted 
to assemble as we assemble here tonight, I R'n roinr to make another 
pro phecy, though- there arc those who will pooh-pooh v;hat I am about 
to say. The day is close at hand when all th2 other frills that con- 
stitute essential issues between democrats and ronublicans and the 
rest will disappear and the line -.Till be drawn and the issue will be 
one issue— Christian Americanism, or atheistic cannur.isnl That is the 
issue that will cons nighty quickly. 

"I discussed this question in Detroit with a student of af- 
fairs the other day, who said, should we happen to have a broak with 
STALIN, should the Communist Party of Anerica turn a-ainst the foreign 
nolicy of tho United States, the end of the party lino vrould be op- 
posed to our practices, wo could not turn one wheel in the City of 
Detroit, The Communist Party has so conpletely blocked up the leader- 
shin and labor organisations in our city that it would be impossible 
r or us to manufacture one pur, wheal, jo op, truck, or one airplane, 
if they had any thou-ht that it would be used against Communist Russia. 
The day is closo at hand Then as the penalty of war, civilised humanity 
can never erpect to bo rewarded with the kind of slauphtor the 'world 
has carriod on the last few years. When the war closes and 13 million 
men come back and no jobs! Politicians will talk about 60 million jobs, 
but let mo remind you that when I loft Detroit ten days a-o, we were 
lay in* off froea two to fiva thousand men a day, and the Federal employ- 
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"bient Corrr-issioner said he anticipated .200 thousand un^'moloyad in. the 
City of Dotroit alon? -.-ithin sixty days or fifty days fron no*.% If 
wo have 200 thousand unemployed by July 1 In tbo City of Detroit, with 
13 million men in the armed services, what can we expert when theso 
:on start returning? 

"The communists are already and set "to blame this situation 
on our American way of life and ^over*miart. The caanur ists have so 

independent cnterorisc th 4 t they hare not permitted 
business to sot up a reserve or to use risk canital on the extension 
of nri^ate enterprise, so that the minute contracts «re cancelled — 
And I was in Washington the other day, where wo oporato a news service, 
and one of my informants told no he is in an office whsro there is a 
'.-"- st a ot of telegrams that high, ready to oancel war contracts just as 

s'oon as it is certainly known that the Germans have capitulated. The 
Reds are all sot. They have fanatics dorm the street handing out cir- 
culars asrainst GERALD SMITH, or anyone else that attacks ooiamunisn in 
America, ready to prove to the returned servicemen that American private 
| enterprise has failed, and that the only thin? to Save America is com- 
■nunisn: "What will Christianity do, or Christian Americans do? ^Till 
we stand -with our Ivnds to our side? afraid to meet ^ith- GERALD SMITH 
qr any courageous; crucdor who is rot afraid to cry shame on such 
cowardice? Sod save Africa from such leadership. It will not be tho 
comuniat who will lift tho rod fla~, but it will be your cowardly, 
yellow indifference to V:at you should do as Amoricans. (Applause.) 

t "No?/, I call your nttontion to the fact that I know my call- 

in" in this respect. 1 an in tho vanguard. I stood out wV.re the 
mud flies, on purpose. And I said to -some of the leadinrr rationalists, 
! I '/ill step out and we 'fill seo if a nan can liv; ^nd preach ths real 
; Christian American! £->. * As a result, I have suffered all the techniques 

of character assassination. I have been sheared by the most exnert 
smear -machine in the world. I hare b3en branded as a rabble rousor, a 
■ lunatic, racketeer, cheat, traitor, Naxi, Facist— every n^mc, every 
title that the smear -machine can ~ive ono who lovos America has been 

^ ^ rivjn to ne. Fut I am still >nro. The circulation of my nap-azine 

increases. My following now is numbered beyond a million. iTever have 
ws been encouraged as we are at this vary time. You know, there is a 
wonderful thine about being smeared. Take *irs. SMITH here, she has 
been my wife 23 years, and she does * ot need to worry where* I spend 
my nights; she knows it would be on page ono the next morning J So we 

?>?■&?■:?. ' have lived through that, ■' ■ _ p 

IS§8 "I want you to knar here in this little meeting — of course I 

■',:/.'■■'& , do not accept this tieotin" as a closed or seorot meeting-*- there are no 

secrets, and we havo none. I have no desire to keep the Bible a secret, 
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"or the Constitution an American tradition mote%, although I know a 
/:?":• , lot of members of the United States Sentita and Confroaa who have at- 

t<r«pted to keep the Constitution a soarot for 4ho Vast twelve years. 

:\ r *":^. : !:? ** want to r sport on some of ths nationalists that you r*>B- 

oect. You will be hapuy to know that t spout "h*lf a day ^Ju'st s.fow 
* woeVs rro in the homo as tbo ruest of HAFILTOtf FISH, who was defeated 
because he was onoosed by every oolitioal organisation that raised 
money, inoludin? TH*fflttS S. DEWEY, MIL BROTOffi, and FRAMLI1! D. ROOSE- 
VELT; and they had to abolish his ©onsreasion"! district to dofeat 
him. They took all of hip oounties outsido of one, and nut a whole 
sot of new counties where he didn't know anybody into his district • 
I do not want to reflect on the deceased, but wo must admit that our 
f orner President was rather a smooth politician, and that was his home 
district I And he did not want Mr. FISH to represent him anymore. 
So hs, in cooperation with others, abolishod *4r. FISH'S district, and 
Mr. FIS3 was retired temporarily from the United States Coupress, 
But he will zo back thu next tino thero Is an election, (Applause.) 

,- -■ ' t ?.j has -ot relaxed but is the sana— -only more so. I said to him, 'I 

/ ' had dinner with Charlos Lindbergh in Detroit.' 

"Mr. Fish said, 'I had dinner with hi* three weeks a?o.« 

I "fi#w do;;s ho feel?' I said, 

"Ho said, .*a^ ft; .-Is the same way as always, except more so, * 

"You will 3b; "lad to know £hat, (Applause.) 

"And you will be happy to know th?t I dropped in the other 
day and had an nlmosfr all day f s visit with the sminerrt United States 
i Senator, BURTON Kjj^HEELER. Although I am smearod, I enjoy the friend- 

shin of those jrdlit Americans, Wo are counting on Mr. WHEELER to lead 
the fi?ht arainst the Breton Kood steal, Dumbarton Oaks, the Crime of 
Crimea, and the Fraud of 'Frisco. — I will como back to thos-j in a 
few minutes and discuss them frankly. 

"As wo look ahead, may I say that no one has ever won a vic- 
tory by er.nhasizinT nee-ativoncas. Vou can be against this or that and 
the other thin*, but someone says, 'What are you for?' 

i -'-i *I am for Christianity and tbo Constitution. Can you think 

( of anything more than that? And I oauso here Just a few moments to 
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nay my tribute and give you ay definition of the American systom of 
Government, 
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"One hundred fifty years or *ore ago # ft" little group of 
God-zuided Tien assembled to preserve so*aBthin^ .that thus far the uorld 
had never known — the preservation of freedom. They had cono from the 
four corners of tho earth whore thalr ancestors and noie;hbors had been 
crushed in peonage » crucified in ehottos, crowded into merciless fields 
of slavery, regimented by the Hohenzollorns, banished by tho fears, and 
crucified Upon tho cross of religious persecution. Finally they deter- 
mined that they would seek what thus far no race had *yer known, free- 
don, and thoy sat out on the hifh sea. They said, *We would rather 
sink to the bottom of the sea seeking freedom than to endure this 
crucifixion longer. 1 They found their way in tho forests. Food was 
not plentiful. They faced the savagery of the Indians, tho winter 
blasts. They came up the Mississippi enduring the pestilence. But 
they dedicated themselves to a freedom which no nan had been able to 
estimate prior to this tine, freedom to -worship God, to spaak, to 
write, to print, freed onl They said this thing is "too' eood to sur- 
render, fie must not risk its loss. ^Ve must not trust it even to 
ourselves to provide a oattorn for its orcservation. So God loaned 
.t'-c -, as you said, Mr. STOTSS, in writing, for tho ren-sratiors unborn 
as -re 11 as their own, that which '70 nor? know as the Constitution of 
the United States, 

"They said, w~ must balance it and oheck it to the point 
where no man or little ^roun of men will ever be able to destroy this 
freedom. They provided tho legislative branch, the iudicial* the 
executive. They oro^i^ed a lovrer Houso in tho legislative branch, to 
com.2 every two years fr^sh fnm the people, representing the current 
sentiment of the peonle, where that sentiment bs fickle on sound, so 
that at all times the execute, the Senate, the judiciary, p.nd the 
students of national affairs could look at the lower House of Oonpr^ss 
and say, "There is a oortrayal of the sentiment of the people. 1 * 

They said, *^fe will not deny any man the right to run for 
Con-re s s on any kind ef platform, -whether it be his own or reasonable 
or unreasonable. He ean say anything he wants to the people, and 
they will elect. But we will~have an upper house, more conservatively 
chosen, where no measure can be hurried through hysterically; so that 
^^ a priviloge now knovm cfl a filibuster was provided. If necessary, 

a nan can expose an attemnt to betray our traditions Ion? enough to 

enlighten our peonle and warn them, before it is permitted to nass the 
So-'ato. And they said, even thon it must be "signed by the Ch^ef Execu-. 
tive. 

"But if a ^rcat hysterical "wave swoops across the nation and 
i^'Wii engulfs the Lower and Unoor House and the Senate, so that injustice 
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is done to little and hnlploss people— a Fopro £n the South, a Jew in 
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"Memphis, or a section hand In Illinois, If he oan demonstrate to the 
third branch of Government, tho Supron3nt Court, that oco or any one 
of the orivilcccE guaranteed to -hiri under this Constitution has boon 
taken away from him, evan though the law -which robbed bin of that 
■libery had passed the' lower and upoer Housos unanimously and been 
signed by tho President, if he can demonstrate to the High Court that 
ha has lost one privilege un^or this Constitution, thcr that law will 
cease to bo a law, ' 



"Do you know where that ohilosophy cane from? It cane from 
just one place, Christianity, Christianity always taught the human 
race the meaning of the dignity of tho human soul, and tho value of 
one human soul. So valuable, said our belovod leaster, is one human 
soul that wo aust be "*lllin?, if nzoA be, to leave 99 others and ro 
in 8., arch across the face of ths earth for one that is lost. Be not 
deceived; rospoct for the dirnity of the human soul, the spirit of 
democracy, tho dynar.iics of our Republic, the ?lory of our Constitu- 
tion, the permanency of our Ancrrioan traditions, tho llrht of our 
^ liborV* finds its heart in the teachings of Christ. 



[ "That is why I shocked tho nation, Tho preacher can bounce 

i around in the pulpit and talk, but if you step out in the highway and 

4 byway and talk about Christ First in America , then watch dynamite ex- 
plode. That is what Tot me into controversy when I challenged my 

i throe million fol lobars with this slogan, Christ First in America . 

: Over nirht Jewish journals branded no as an ant i -Somite, May I say 

this ±o you, I think it \?ust be accented that America is a Christian 
nation, at least, America boc-me aroat while a Christian nati m, and 
America is doomed unless she remains a Christian nation and improves 
her Christian attributes as a nation. (Applause.) 

"Say I say this, I will die, if neod be, to provide the ripht 
and the liberty for a Jew to worship in his shrine, "his syna.-ogus. But 
may I say this, I cannot fail to believe that Christian ethics made 
America, If Christ had been first 'in Eurooo, there would have b:-en 
no chaos. If Christ had beer, first in Russia, thore would have been 
no Communism. If Christ had been first in the world, there would have 
been no war, and our loving sons would have bs?;n at our side tonight. 
(Applause,) » 

"That nay sound ambiguous to a ace and nebulous to some, but 
I am not the first to voice such sentiments. They sprang from the 
bosc» of our first President, GEORGE *AS£IEGT0N, who wrote' prayers for 
his church; and from the heart of JEFFERSON and LINCOLN, and t he- 
ro st. , . 
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"Why and how could any :san in this beautiful oaonunlty, -which 
has been God's reward to thoso who fjionoerod heroically in *tho f«oo of 
danger "xd in the hatard of wildornoss and disease.— how could anyono 
deny that tho shortest course to' national obundanoo ia to assart one 
sincere law, "For God Almighty and His Eternal Per* onifi cation on 
earth, Christ?" And I think, inasmuch a a I a** not a Hormon, I can red 
from tho Book of Momor without bsing accused of bias. I am p-oinp to 

point out one sontenco, if anyono tolls you that GERALD SiJITH was 
tho first or one of the first (or whether first or not made himself 
obnoxious by) talking about Christian Nationalism. I will call 
your attention to a verse on pa^e 874 of this particular volume of 
tho Book of Kormon. 

"'Behold this is a choice land; and whatsoever nation shall 
no? sops it shall be fr'oo fron bondage, freo from captivity, free from 
all other nations • • . if they will but servo the God of the land.' 
And does it say God in some general, flattering way? If there is any 
ton for whom I have contempt, it is •*. d or son who will stand up in a. 
political aseting and cl"»so his orayor in (rod's namo— ashamed to use 
tho name of Christ, (Applause*) 

,,A nd this is what it says, "and 6v*rvo the God of the land, 
who is Jesus Christ, who hath been manifested by th3 things which we 
have written." — So maybe all you l&thodists can cr.ll me an isola- 
tionist., but I do not want any l£ormor*s eallinr me an isolationist. 
(Laughter.) 



i 



"So under this system of chcoks and balances, which guaran- 
teed liberty and freedom of speech, and freedom of the press, and free- 
dom of assembly to tho humbles of our land, peasants became industrial 
«-i ants, the sons of blacksmiths in the Old World became millionaires, 
the little became roroat, farm hands bqcamo biBhops, and the sons of 
the lowly became tho rulors of the land. They drained tho s'-varaps, 
opened the deserts, cleared tho forests, and turned this land, dedicated 
to Christ's name, into a land flowing with milk and honey. 






■"->.:> 



"End or this system thoy set up, if ConTress p-oes haywiro, we 
ptill have the President mnd the Court,, *.nd if the Court koos hajtoire 
we will have the President and the Confess, and if they ?o haywire we 
still ha-^o the Court. There was a time here— two or three times in 
tho last two or three years—whom it looked as if they had all eone 
haywire at the same time I '*?e h^d violated a tradition made rich by 
" T AS"!I] T ST3K- and JSFFERSDK, by allowing one man to serve ::or« tha^ two 
terms. P.e~ardle*s of our politics, I think one of the first laws that 
should pass when TRUVAK 5;ets thinrs straightened out, 4s a law forbid- 
ding any American to sarvo *s President more than ei^ht years. (Applause) 
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"Is that because I was against ROOSEVELT? fo, I would opposa more 
than cirht years for' AERAHV*' LINCOLN. THOMAS JEFFERSON, CALVIN COOLIDGE, 
or anyona else., Why? Saoauso tho moment you pass tho ai«?ht-year mark, 
your old -ion in tho Supremo Court oerin to die off* and resign, and 
tho appointive power of tho President and ".alto House become s too 
treat, and a Supreme Court is colored to satisfy tho nhllosphy and 
political opinion of a President, and a Lower and Upper House of 
Conrress colored by corruption, and wo hava soon our. Congress a rubber 
stamp, 

"Will you forgive no if I reooite one llttlo personal ex- 
perience? My life has rot beon exactly undromatic. I ercw up with 
the first outstanding statesman in Amerioa in- modern tim/s to "be oom- 
pletoly soared, the late United States Senator HEiVEY B/ LONG. (Applause) 
I r»s with him when ho -was killed. The nan that shot hjm tried to 
shoot two people, HEWEY LOVG and as; and fortunately or unfortunate- 
ly, some people would say unfortunately, ho only *ot on:;.* And It was 
^y honor to deliver the funeral oration ovsr his grave, which, inci- 
dentally, was tho largest Dublic funeral ever to "bo hold in the United 
States, in case some of you believe the newspaper. TILLIAK HOWARD 
TAFT said. 'He was tho greatest loyal mind to appear boforo tie •^hilo 
Chief Justice of thr. Suorowj Court of the Cnitod States.' If you want 
to know why . ho was srearod, every important editor south of -the Has on* 
Dixon Lino was on the payroll of tho Unit id §tatos Government, <md the 
nublishers and editors of 23 papers had bi<r fat jofcs on the payroll 
of tho United States ^ovorrjn^nt, for which they did not have to do 
a thin<*. One of them was on the aeronautical commission! Kr. LONG 
was tho first oustandinrr political leader in the South to break with 
a Democrat in VT-ishin^ton because of Eew Deal tendencies. Somoone said 
he was an opportunist '. I we.s in the room when Mr. LONG was offered 
twenty thousand jobs if ho Would stick to the machine and stay with 
Kr. ROOSEVELT. 

"Aether you liko as or not, I have been in this apainst 
the flow Deal machine from its inception. I went across South Carolina 
'•ad the South attempting to enlighten some of the blind leaders of 
the Solid South, and I was successful in doing: so. In fact, many 
of the opponents of tho New Deal from the South started their opposi- 
tion in those days. For Inst an oo, we went intP South Carolina, ^ne 
Governor had just beon elected, a younj mill hand, elected on a popular 
wave to elect a poor mill hand. But he was not as poor or humble as 
they advertised, or as ragged as the^rote getters said. But ho was 
a £ood, clean young follow. Gov. CWE!fluOHN90N, now in the United States 
Senate. ,1 said to him,^ « Governor JOH^DN — * , this was back in the hoy- 
day of the rubber stampers* 'why do you rcanin a part of the Solid . 
Sucker South? Do you realize that last yoar in Pennsylvania they rot 
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"4 152 i head out or the Government because Pennsylvania was doubtful, 
and South Carolina only rot ?31 a head?* 



■n 



He said, •TJhat do you think is the rub of that? 1 

"I said, 'The r^ost ungodly proitram of corruption the world 
his over known— TAMMANY -cones to America, all over America.' 

"Hs said., ♦How do you think wo can correct it? 1 

n I said, "I a= inters stod in demonstrating to you what a 

crooked \ set of thieves wo have in power in Washington.' 

"te said, *How?« 

"And I said, ? Ey showinp you simply how staple it would be 
for you to increase your appropriations from the United States "Govern- 
mont . ♦ 

"Hs said, 'How could you do that?' ' 

"l said, 'It would be interesting to b;o what would happen 
if you would entertain Mr. LOST" two hours in your offico....I think 
they will offer you the world by the tail, for fear thov nieht lose 
South Carolina to HETTEY I/TM. 1 . * 

"Ho said, fl Vill you arrange it?' 

"And I said, »I will, as a laboratory test, to prove what 

thoso rascals aro doinr- 1 """ 

"Because only about that tins, you rerae-bor, E3l T RYROPKINS 
had beer, out on Lone Islnnd and interviewed ARTHUTj)f£P-ACH, columnist 
for the Hew York Times, who ouotod hin as sayinc^'^o propose to stay 
in newer this way— spend, and spend, and spo*ndj tax,, -and tax; and 
elect, and- eloct.' He was right in every particular except the last 
one, and he should have said 1 , 'Elect, and jjsct, and elect, and elect/ 
"but that was back in the middle thirties, 

"I arranged for Ifr, LOHP to visit the Governor of South 
Carolina. We want there together. The press was not allowed. It was 
vary myaterieus. They talked about fishing and hunting for .two hours! 
Nobody knew what wa a going on. He cane out *nd took the train for 
Washington, I said, 'We are -making a laboratory tost to prove sono- 
thin« , . f Nobody lot the cat oat. It was between ub throe. Thirty 
days later I dropned in and asked the Governor what had happened. He 
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"said, 'It has meant $50,000,000 to us already. Th»y want to bridge 

all the rivers, build a new post office In every town. The President's 

mother has been in 'Tashinrton to a garden party j and Eleanor has been 

here twice, and HAREY HOPKINS calls ae no every day* 1 (Applause.) 

i 

"Ladies and gentlemen, that is the way they eot the Coneress. 

"I am sorry to say that they did tuch a good job on fcr. 
JOEKSOS that they still have him, and that is why he went to the United 
States Senate. Then they nut all his relatives on the pay roll— his 
mother-in-law, sister-in-law, brother-in-law. He cannot vote straight 
when he has those relatives on the pay roll. They don't have to call 
a Congressman up. The TThite House '-an* only has to call up the rela- 
tives and say, * If you cannot handle that Congressmen uncle, brother- 
in-law, son-in-law, of yours, we will fire you. 1 Imagine 25 relatives 
cbout to be removed from the nay rolll And with that system, ladle* 
and gentlemen, if it were not so tragic It wj uld be humorous. They 
h^ve robbed us of our Confess, cheated the electorate, committed 
treason, used the nub lie treasury to corrupt the Congress to keep a 
. man in office four terms, and to rubber stamp any attempt of the 

Supreme Court of the United States. The only reason the Supreme Court 
ever rcakes a r:ood decision now is that they are so jealous of each 
J other that they issue obstinate opinions just to demonstrate that 
they do not like the :>ther fellow. I happen to know two of them who 
do not speak to each other at all. But it was "ot supposed to be that 
way. They were all intended to -be New Dealers, to approve any bill 
by the political machine. But God roaches in when men cannot always 
do so, and the oeople h?.ve been orotected from time to time by Congres- 
sional decision, by Court decisions, and by the rise of a public senti- 
ment here and there which has tempered- this attemot at tyranny over 
our people. Under this system we became the greatest nation on 
earth. 

"I heard ROOSEVELT talk in Sew York when they were trying: 
to out in 110 departments. He said, *Vfe have streamlined airplanes, 
and why rot a streamlined Government?' 

"I said, «We do not *»ant a atroaalined one; HITLER and STALIN 
and the Emoeror of Japan hive a streamlined government . They can set 
m?d at you at 6 o'clock in the morning and have your head off right 
after breakfast. But under our system. we have a legislative upper 
h^uso. lovrer house. Supreme Court, and everything? down to a -County Court. 
Kow, if STALIN rets mad at you, your head can come off in 15 minutes, 
but by the time the President of the. United States rets dorm to the 
cheriff and gets to you, he may be mad ^hen ho start?, but by that time 

:iV:- : r ^s!?'? he will either be cooled off or we will have a new president. (Applause.) 

&&}&&£/4 • ■ ' 
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"Do not let anybody steal your county K^suiiiwant on account 
Ja of saving taxes, or to streamline soaethint. I always want a sheriff 

V;- who had. to look me in the face on his iJay to the Berber shop every 

;^> ' day and ask for my vote every four years.'. If you can wt a wan behind 

_ J--.1, _V» — -—. — -1 - — ..1 ^ mi^VA.^ >* a .iut*«<W> V.*^r,»*» +ka «1ft«fn?i«t« 

^nd trivinr an account of his deeds, we will have tyranny. 

j "Now I will discus B Tor the n«vt' ferff minutes what I consider 

? to bo the three most port inert issues, the- three treat oroblems all 

- rood Americans must faovr First, the problem of tyrannical -bureau* 

; cr?ey; second, the threat of American Communists in America; third, 

f you must face the cmsDiraoy of the saner state* Oh, someone says, 

wh*»t do you mean by that, those thres threats* Bureaucracy, Communi- 
sts and super-state? ' • 

i "The tide is be»innin«- to turn, and I do not r-Jit anybody 

| . here to think I am indul~in£ in any undignified rejoicing over the 

passing; of a President. In fact, if I wanted to consult my own mind, 
I could have desired that anyone Sho h*d led us into this bureaucracy 
oould hava lived another twenty years to witness with Ms own eyes 
what mipht havo been done with that bureaucracy » tfo on-; here objects 
to rationing or oconomy neoossary to feed our soldiers or meet our 
I military needs, but wo 6o not like tohnvo it abused by^bureaucratic 
1 J oar ants. I rrr.e listening on the radio to ?.LEASCto R03SKV2LT and Secre- 

tary WICKARD, Trho said, 'To -sill have to tighten our belts, so without 
neat, 'go without ooffoo, ana" everything else* And sure enoueh, it 
came, ^e sow the mill h^rris of thi steel mills of Pittsburgh carrying 
jelly rolls instead of beef sandwiches into the factory. A few days 
later an enterprising reporter in Chicago went out to the old VflCKARD 
homo, and the old man was out there, CLAUDE'S father, an old-fashioned 
Hoosior, who h^d not learned to lie yet. 



• . * # 



VOU?' 



•Are you kt. "viuiwak-u, Benxqr s • tno nonspuvur roywrwi 
'He -nodded, and the r'eoorter said, 'Is rationing; botheri^p- 



"'Not a bitj .we were lookinp for it.* (His boy was the 
midwife that was there when it was born.) 

""'Are you all set?* 

"And ho said, *Just pome and soo,' And they went out to 
the deep freezer there, and I figured up later that according to what 
the newspaper r aborted, which -has r.ot baor: deniod, thoy had as much 
pork and be of as my stamp book *?lll allow *ry family for seven years— 
'■^0f$ BOO lbs of butter/ 900 lbs of lard, and' somcthine from 9-to-lBOO lbs. 

$&££{£ • ■ -v ■ ■ 
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"of -fresh pork, beef, a»3 Teal, Hs said, 'Wa Just sent CIAUDE 50 lbs. 
of butter, and two Sunday nights before that the Secretary of Apiculture 
said, r7 e will have to »o without, tiphten our baits, and ro hungry 
whin necessary. 1 

"Ladies and fjntlemsn, why do they hate ' HERALD SOT:.."? I may 
rot speak the truth that will be roooivod in pooulsrity in this oar* 
ticular hour, but it is like the fcr*ln of corn which Is planted} it 
will bs Troon tomorrow. They hate me be causa I dared say that TICKARD 
should be in the penitentiary at Atlanta* That is not a way to ffain 
popularity amon? politicians in pewor. 

"HARRY feoPKIK5_:. raB oaid #2,600" to write 'an article for the 
American fca^azin^ to tall us ho-f hungry wo were *.oing ^o pet before 
th- ysar was out. And he said, r -ie will all be drafted," o»x- sons and 
dauriters and w~ will hive -to work wherever they send us, and we will 
have to ?o v/ithout so at, butter, lard, and milk. About .that time ho 
<?ot carried. (I thought he -was ready to die.) And the largest 
njwsn^oor in the City of Washington reported that they wero sitting 
around th^hitc House at nisrht, and Mrs. HOPKINS (the new one) said 
to EAPJFEJ/b.ARUCK, < You haven't riven us - party yet.' 

I • "And ho said, *I will raise that any ti-io you say,' 

"The v "ash inn-t on Ti-js-3crald, *Ta shinrton , D. C. newspaper 
reported th^ao facts, that BART-EY arranged the party down at the 
Car It or. Hotrl, 2nd sirvjd psrfuma at $40 an ounce to every lady there, 
seven kinds of want, 22 kinds of food and oha:r»aen'i, I air. rot a 
connoisseur of champacr." , but th'y say it was the best chamoagnc made 
this century; wen th.3 French no not have any loft— HITLER 1 3 ranr drank 
it all up; but BoRlTCE had plenty of it, and they said they served 
V^ y ,2500 worth of champa -ne , ^2 kinds' of food, 7 kinds of neat — at a cost 

of some thine: like #110 a plats, in honor of tho man who only r' few days 
before had written in a "nafsazino th*»t we must eo hunpry and starve. 

. ,h ' r o exooct an AL CAP0F2 and his pang to livo like thrt, but 
by the ?rac.j of God wc do -ot havi to be governed by men like that. 



"Y^u winder what I think of TRUMAN. Bo man should be con- 
d.:r.ncd until he has had a chance to perform, and uo to now his oor- 
forrvr.ee s have be in indcod inspiring. Kj is r 3 due ins the budget, has 
kick 3d HARRY HOPKINS out ?.nd kicked BARUC*^ in the tocth, nd is appoint- 
ing some old -fashioned Mis sour ians on jobs. His home town. Independence, 
Missouri, suits r.o, rnd I liko all these tobacco- chewine rebels that 
were on the southern side, even though ny folks fought on the- northern 
side. HV was raised in thj Baptist Church in Chicago, and if that does 
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n not mk r ; a common nan, I do not know what 4 09ft*' If wo can Icoep hla 
from being kidnaped by the most unconscionable gan^ of thieves the 
■world h*,s over known, he will arke us a great president. 

"Wo sav; tho tyranny of bureaucracy reach out. It did .not 
havn its hind on our throat, but it wis right behind our collar button. 
A f.^Tv veots ago wh^n the manpower bill was defeated, wo had a narrow 
b£cape. They told us it was an emorponoy war measure* Then JIWY 

Y?.!^ r:-simed --nd lot the cat oart of the bag. It was a plan of 
poace-tim-; mobilisation. If they did not like y.au, thoy could deny 
workers to your factory, close you up, and furnish your ^an to tho 
people thoy likod. Thoy could have takon your daughter ait of your 
hone and ssnt hor to Birminciiara, or dieor'ganitod your community and 
scattered your citlfens to ths four quarters of the oarth under this 
plan of universal conscription which thoy. had advertised as manpower 
wai measure. But it was a nlan for peacetime mobilisation, and Senator 
JOHNS OK, who had written the bill, roso up and repudiated it and declared 
that he was the victim of a super confidence game originated in the 
Whit. House, and the bill w*s defeated; . 



xitjFu.1 



"Kneel down and than!: your God that HENflT ^LLACE is not the 
President of the United States. (Applause.) 

"I will speak anothor two minutes on bureaucracy, to give 
you a little idea. I h°vo a friend, peter of .a great church in Pontiac, 
Michigan, and the rats got hold of the ration board and would not give 
him gas to call on his sick. And the head of the ration board said, 
'Wo do not need the church; it is not fundamental to the war effort, 
and the quicker >\. nut you preachers out of business the better it 
^ill K e for America.' *Ve saw those signs of tyranny creeping uo all 
over the Uhitod States of America, and found little peanut -head od 
bureaucrats all over the United States taking joy in cracking tho 'whip 
in a sort of sadistic gles as thoy used the weapon in their hands to 
declare their authority over you and as* 

"They would not let the missionaries have ^nouph gasoline, 
or the preachers, but the othjr day Lord HALIFAX was entertained by 
the Governor of Oklahoma in a coyote chase, and thoy brought out 
200 dogs and 300 aut omob i 1» s ' and chartered 11 airplanes with radios 
to tell th~ ooople on the ground whore tho ooyoto was. Eleven air- 
nlanjs, 300 cars, and 200 dogs to chase or. 3 poor little coyote for 
Lord HALIFAX. And we will look a prec chair in the face and say, r »fe 
cannot let you have gasolin.-to go out 20 miles to preach in a country 
church where the people cannot corae to town. 

"Then the threat of Cannunis.m. It nains my soul to hoar. 
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"'It ic riot bad,* 'Thoro aren't augr.-' l>o you know how nany Connunists 
took over Russia! Sevehtean thousand. How nnny are thcrs today? 
There are 180 Trillion people "Mid only 4 ft! Ill on somber ■ of -ths oarty. 
Th~y are tho elite. They 4at tho a* at, and the people are hold on 
rations. They drink 42 t oast s, find tho" -people are lucky to got any. 
If you haven* t read W. iJpTHITJS'S book on Russia, l»tter*SGt it, .He 
is tha son of the old-tite libor.il oditor end sago of Hhporia, wlLLIAM 
ALLES VHITE. 

*Ho eins back fro* Rub si" and said, 'There is no unonploynont 
in Russia — nor in tha State Penitentiary of Kansas, either. f And he 
said, fT hoir food is not eulte is good, and they do not have ouite as 
auch liberty as tho inaates of tho Kansas State Penitentiary, If an 
innate of tho oonitentlary Insists that they oup,ht to have n new warden, 
ho cannot rot it, but at le«st he dope not rot his hoad chopped off 
n& if hG insisted on a row warden in Russia. 1 And he wont ahead to 
tell us the true condition in this land that has been pointod out to 
us as an Utopia. Fut WELLS said, *It is a bunch of s orewb" lis... meet- 
ing in a smokin^ room.*,. 1 (inaud.) 

W I hold her .' in ay hand * bound volume of a nan sine, tho 
best of its kind in America, Tha roason I kno*J is I am the editor} 
and it is the best, because it is the only an- of that kind; I carried 
a s^e^ch by HEJIRY TALLAGE in the Ifadison Square Garden last fall cele* 
bratinr the anniversary of the Russian Revolution, when 15,000,000 
Christians- were slaughtered, and here is whet Mr. WALLACE said. 'Thore 
hunr the red fin*, tho Merest flap in the place. There choared tho 
red Cornrr.unists 22,000 strong, * in Madison Square Garden. As* WALLACE 
said, » If" "Russia, continues 20 years tho way she has the past 20, she 
will surpass the United States of America. 1 re 11, I will say if he 
thinks RUSSIA is bettor than the United States, let us buy hin a free 
ticket for Russia* 

"I wish I could go on and discuss tho full detail of the threat 
Df Com.nur.isn in America, They are organised and wo will find they 
are in evary corner* Thoy are in the pulpits, and in the schools* 
Just think, here c'omos an alien rat that has nover done anything to 
prove that he is a worthy American, and writes a libelous book of 
character assassination called "Under cover *. Somebody did it. In 
your State University somebody invited this nan, a stranger, to come 
in hero and deliver a lecturo that you we all traitors to your country. 
Someone ^skod no yesterday what I thought of it, and I said,. T It is a 
woaidorfu} book, because it lifts roneaados, raen like HENRY FOOD, JOHN- 
SOU" of California, JHEELH? of Montana, GERALD P. NYE, men like ROBERT 
RYFDLDS, the Rev. J. P. REILLT, pastor of the larRost Baptist Church 
in the northern oart of the United States of Aoorica, and , low-down rats 
like, lteFNI^HT and you and CERALD L. K. SUITHL*- 
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'One man said to this faker in Detroit, *Do you think you 
are a better American than Mr. KSKRf F3FD?" That man, who can hardly 
handle the true rhetoric of America, said, 'Yob, I think I am a batter 
American than th^.t man,*. — the man that had raised that City, Detroit. 

"Sana poor nouvoau nut in your university ins foolish enough 
to invito that master ciind to soeak in your university, to run down and 
oxco~iate your Christian neighbors.- W?.ke unl Are wo roinp to permit 
this, these aliens to come in here and undercut the refutation of our 
people? lany I enlighten you th~.t ovory libol suit that has co-ae to « 
head has bear sottled in f*vor of the plaintiff against hint And I 
have am affidavit of a aiua who hoard CARLSON say, *I do not eive a 
damn what is in the book, a million /will buy it at #2.50 a cony. 4 And 
the' Jows wore saps for that, and ho clayed then for suckers because 
of their hysterical fear. 

. "A torrlfic racket is coin? on over this country, in order 

< m ■-■■ ♦ w 

to collect money froti the Jows. They only have to prove that soneone ■ 
in Salt Lake is wawinf up that will cut their throats, and 'your quota 
is $500. f They arc heir* invest! at ed, and when the Department of Jus- 
tice rove nls its report, it will be one of the most sensational in 

the history of car country. 

"Yes, I ricornizo th-:_ strata sic necessity of cooperating 
•with a military ally, ~nd I never said one ^ord that would advise • 
"nyono th^t it •svas impractical to accent military "id in time of war 
from anyone who would hele us. But I did threw out this challenge, 
even thourh we bo the war allies of Soviot Russia, I will not be bull- 
dozed by any ■"ire -whiskered bolshovist in Detroit, Baltimore, or 
Washington, or any placo else. Lot me remind you that it is enly a 
matter of days ishon the red flan* will fly over two-thirds of Europe. 
I will come back to that whin I discuss the Crime of Crimea. 

"The third roal issue we have to face is the' threat of a 
sunor state. The plan, is to g-tt us into a world pevernnent j th^t is 
what they wanted to accomplish at Dumbarton Oaks. They 

h old a mnetinc in the Waldorf Astori" Hotel, and showed a world flap. 
They charged 55 a elate, and they said, f ?fe should have a rroat sueer 

state, n pre at world ,?or /rnmont , ' that would comp-ise the sovereignty 
of our nation, r.nd they .adopted a world flair. If anybody mi^ht be sus- 
picious thut this was made un as a straw-man proposition, I boucht this 
fla* and several others Ilk:? it on a commercial basis from tho Adam 
Flap Company — *The United Nations Flar 1 -- and may I say to you tonight, 
if you wonder wh~t I stand for, that as long as there isnulse in my 
yW>*M heart and spirit in ^y soul and life in my body, I shall not rive my 

consent to any flarr that shall fly hifhor than the stars and stripes. 
(Applause.) 
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"Someone saye .. ^*nat is tho dif f erenoe' "botwoon. a nationalist 
and in internationalist?' Very •well, in words, the nationalist wants 
to k-33D his Government in Washington, and the internationalist wants 
to sot it \m some nlace outside, the United Statos of America. 

"Thatch the supor state. "Vfcvtch tho technique of thos'j who 
*^ould lik'- to popularise tho words Cnitod Nations in slaco of United 
States, and rot a conrress or world parliament, where the Chinaman and 
Russians will have a vote and everybody in South America tnd in tho 
United States 5 vote. Ir= fact, Crimea said Jthe British could ha -re six, 
the Russians throe, and tho Unit3d States one. Do you know why they 
have to keep one Anorican on the Board T T« have someone to write 
the chocks. (Daughter.) . 

"Now you wonder what makas a nationalist tick. What -lakes 
an American Firster? A nan who has boon kicked and smear od# ^Thy do 
I feci sure of myself and know I am rie;ht and know that the nationalists 
who win the victories in tho days immediately ahead? I will tell you 
■*hy # There are certain potentialities that cannot be escaped • I will 
give you one, The Department of Justice has revealed that acrng the 
propagandists register .:d last year in tho Government, th;- a^nts of 
foreim nations spont on propaganda hero 125 million dollars, most of 
it by tho British and Russians. Do you know :hat for they are spend- 
in- most of this uon.iy? To condition us to side with thorn (th3 Russians) 
urainst Great Britain later on? and tho British to side xvith th-«r. against 
Russia later on J I favor roturnir--; to the traditional policy of 
American neutrality to the end that we not have another blood spilling 
to ?avc Britain from Russia, Russia fror.i Britain or anybody elge. Let 
us savj Asooriea firstl (Applause.) 

m Vell, you know nationalists aro made on a wholesale b^sis 
when they start to make the'-'. Th' chief editor of the New York Tiros, 
""hich has a staff of 200 mom in Europe—- and all under this on- man who 
is r.y friend— came b n cV for a furlough last fall and visited ne. in 
my hone, and he said, 'GERALD, if you wore in England, I think they 
would all. join you. Do you think thoy have not rolished the fact that 
the British charged us 3 Trillion dollars rent to ride across the channel 
to die?* 

"i nicked u"'a ^overricent report today, ->nd wo arc raying 
the Australians when we ro' in and save tho islands and turn then: back, 
$3 to i,B a tree for "".very pain wa shoot down, Tfe furnish th;. blood. 
Don't you think that is anou~h? Ho wonder someone h"s called us Uncle 
Sap s. That makes us America Fir stars on a whole sal: basis. 
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H I live in Detroit. He cannot got mert. The anly t*ey you 
can :rot i. chicken is on the black narVet, it 41 ft pound t But I can 
walk into a Canadian restaurant ant? the waitress will «ay, 'What do 
you want-- sir loin , T-bone, pork chops, ve"»l Bteak, pheasant, chicken, 
breast of qua.il? The Canadians char go Britain for nil the moat they 
.e-jt in Canada i wo donrto ours. Don't you think if .anybody .would donate 
meat, it -would bo one of their doainions? The fast still rsmains 
that not ono soldier has been conscripted In Australia, or South Africa, 
or in India. Thgy tried to conscript 12,000 In Canada, but 8,000 rot 
awav. I ara not discounting tho hcroisa of the Canadian soldiors, but 
they do not bclievo in co^seriotin? men to %o across the water, .al- 
though they have volunteered and died as horoically as any soldiers 
in this war ti the many battle fields of this war. 

Senator BECKER of Nebraska returned fron South America and 
r.*:r>ortod wo had soont in "boon doir~lin'*' w in South America six billion 
dollars, to buy the fri ndship of South Anorican republics. Th»t 
would ooy a cash bonus of £ 1,000 n haad for tho first six million boys 
mustered out of tho service— Era si li^.n,. Chilean, C^cchoslavakian, Italian," 
Porman, French, British, Kor-/e;rian, or Swede— -b:f ore* those boys who 
3 have been maimed ~nd "wounded in tho winning of this T\r. That is whit 
I ma an wh.n I say, "Arurica First!"' (Applause.) 

"And hero is " neat little thin". Thj other day I kicked 
up that the British are r.aw callin.r on our -ooiab-rs of Congress to vote 
to underwrite the complete po°. ceti 'O budget of the British Sovrnmsnt, 
including the bud^er of the Parli^.aafc; because they think they will ^o 
down and if wo are to keen then up, Wv are to oay all the bills. -The 
timo has cocie for us to stand on cuard. Hay I s".y this, ladies and 
"■er.tlemen, Mr. "TRL1CAK does not know wh*t happened ir- Crimea. Neither 
do I, or anybody. The only man who knew what happened in this country, 
b.'yond a few secrets that loaked out, was the President of the United 
Stats s, Ladios and rontlomen, I have no desire to bo disrosaectful 
with ths dead, or in any" coarse way with a man who I have fought politi- 
cally for tho last twelvo years, but no Christian or American can en- 
dorse th_ deals made at Yatta,. One of then was the Polish, deal. Russia 
sot up *\ puppet rovorrnont about' as if they had sot up EaRL BROWDER 
a in chargo of tho United Stats s rovcrament. And here is a ne^t liYjle 

thin*. Three hundred thousand younp Polos volunteered to fi^ht / jtr 
the allies. Those 200,000 swor3 thoir allegiance to the LondoiZ/olish 
ro-rornment in exilo, but "now under the Lublin "ovomment thos/*re tho 
traitors ^nd will be thrown into concentration oamos if they return, 
b^eaust they swore alleriancc to the onos thoy rcco^nizod. 



"Thos^ whoso rcoorts cannot be doubted, inform me that a deal 
was ">adc to tijrn ov.r into <tho sphere of Russian influence, Denmark , 
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"9w:;don, Norway, Finland,. thV feaHlcf «t»t^i f ;-^''f^iiS * dill on Ger- 
mans to hu*an slavery*. Ladi-as and rantlj^r^ there ^r» millions of" 
p:-oplut in Germany no -sora to blarss.foc. HTTtffl tftJuTI -«& t^ blono for 
HARRY HQPKIKS^ I^t ui assume that 0werybo<ly In* Goraany thorn 1A or 
oveh lp years of aro Is euilty K apg we to rrtuoe those ; uho are yet 
to cone to naturity, to slavory under * /fme'rarsaafc that will not per- 
mit Ain-srlean nows^apor nan to find out T&at la havfcAiinp In Russia, 
Bulgaria, and tho rost. rho\roason Mr, BOOSEYSL^S death was hastened, 
although he had been sick far ovnr a year, »a« tho fact that he had to 
realise that he lost in th; ©onforenoe of primea# , Just th.ink, ladies 
and gentlemen,, of 'having to appease' STALIft with 8 million hurrei slaves ... 
and send 600^000 Italians into slavery, and divido other millions among . 
the allies a-xordinr to their neds.. And the Bye ton that tho German 
slnvj is to work under is that he shall work for a thousand dollars a 
year, but he shall not be ©aid but his pay will «o to the reparations 
commit tou- in Moscow, while ho continues to work in Russia as n slave • 
Ladies and pontlonen. it -will not save tho massaorod Jews of Germany' 
to briri£ 8 million luors inr:0<jonts under human slavery. And I say to 
yau that If America over a-roos at San Francisco to reduce any human 
bjin~, black, irhito, Gorman, or Italian, Frenchman, or Englishman, 
Russian or American, to human slave ry--if America finances or under - 
'./rites that with her blood ana* money,. God will curs' Aaoricai God will 
J take our blessings from us. - * 



"ITotv thoy car.* back with Br o ton Woods. They loet their first 
on^a--j":unt there. They '\ir? supposed to be able to buy up those dele- 
gates from 45 states, tho way thoy bought up South Carolina, with the 
old .Hew Deal nsnoy, but Congress refused to rush it through. It has 
slowed down **nd has not oassed; *nd nrv the international money handlers 
are attend in«r tho San Franaisco "Conferonco without be in? able to raise 
antes and say to Mexico, "You sot only 800 million? Wc car. raise that,' 
Or if Parapuay aots stubborn, »lir. RQ0SEV2LT promises 6 to 12 billion 
dollars.. ,a donation to Russia if sh. would hole us in tho Orient, 1 
ST1LIK knows he oould to with or against Japan, he could hara withdrp.wn 
from the Eur one an war or continued it, "nd hr, hold a whin hand over 
our people. And as he noyos out across Europe now,. n t the end of 
this wr. and has a fifth column organised in An*;rloa, sormeone said, 
*0h^ y.-.-s, but w; nust have a ooaoe organisation* f Can we honor the 
Prince of Peace in a conf3ronoe inhere the ono wh? curses the B'ir.co of 
Poaco dominates? The first thin? they did at San Pra-cis^^s arret 
that nobody should -be permit tod to nray. Can wo have pa^V.when we 
refuse to oray for the Prince of Poaoe, or share our Bover-irnty with 
a nan who holds 16 Taillioc Christians in, concentr^tian ca-^ps? 



-■/■ *- 



"Do you reno-abor when BERLIHE, a younr r»an '.* tho Russian 
Enbassy, resigned a few months a^o and '<rote an article f?r the Readers' 
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Direst, in which bs snia »16 Million still endure % living death in 

the concentration caaps of Russia.* ., -■'_'" \. , . 

« "■ ~ 
"There wis Dumbarton Oak« 1 will tell you ry experience 
v/ith that. They called the conference snd brought in the British 
«nd Russian's to lay down a plan for what they hoped to adopt in San 
Francisco.; and ovorybody was in favor of secrecy and did not want the 
press in. I -was sittin- in church and saying, driven ihoy "ore to neat 
on Monday, why doesn't soae ica nrotost this secrecy? 

"There if nothing aoro "un^Ainerican th^n Secret diplopia cy. 
I hate to say it, but lir. ROOSEVELT and CHER r HtLL *ei in 1941 out on 
the Atlantic Ocean and the O..W.I- ronr> uood that charter and sent it 
out to tho namwpirs and libraries and nublicatiinSk *h e ^ 3B t shock- 
ing thin? in history was whsn tor. ROOSEVELT returned from South Carolina 
and vor.y blasoly said, 'Thar a never was an Atlantic Charter* ' And 
it had bean photostated with. a facsimile .of signatures out thero'l ■ 
Secret dinloaaoyl 



B And I said 
Dumbarton Oaks?' A 




'He pot on the tra 
Hotel, ".nd callod 
is old and tiro 6 

iir. BRECKSNRIDG3 



ty doesn't somoone protest the socrecy of 
o vol oo said to ae, 'Thy don't you do that?' 
r.i_; went to 'tis hint ton *.nd went to the WJ^llord 
CORDSLlApULL, and his secretary answered, Ifr. HULL 
d has'thijB conference on, but we will arrange for 

his assistant, to soo Vr. S4STE.' Mr- LONG called 

at 5 o'clock ?nd said, f I would like you to write your statement out,* 
And I wrote a nrotest against secrocy. I dolivored it in oerson to 
Mr. LONG at Sir- HULL'S Office. And the next "tominff I rot'uri, and Mrs. 
SMITH said, '*That have you got on your nind now?' 

"I said, "'I an Tol-ng out to Dumbarton Oaks* 1 I en Hod up 
sienbers of -ay staff, and a representative of the United Pross and As- 
sociated Press, ate., and tcld them what 1 was gains; ta do. r % wjnt 
out together. Wo wont out to the aristocratic old estate, and the dele- 
gations were there and surrounded by -the Doited States Arry. 

"I walked uo to a youn?: private soldier and started to walk 
on and be through ths gate* Ho stonpod ao, said, ''You cannot gothrourh 
,,r ith7ut a nasa*' 

"I said, 'Well, I hava* nossapa for ter. STETr^CS."' — I 
ha' 1 it written out*., Aa^hat we would like to know -tihxt ws p-oin?r on, 






|3 said hG could rot taka it, ^You hava to file it with the 
State Dewartraant* ' — The tuilty flee when no nan rrursueth# ■ 
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ME 






iwi'-' 



noaaaro In* 1 



-.--* •, 



«-v"ir ,'i : -4''^'*>^i' ■ 
u *>. .Viii ■-'E'J. 1 . ?* «■- 



"I said/ ■'!«*! na Arriba* o,itiieTJ£ «F^3t.. , Hfe*'t;*J* *S^-,JpV:'"":lX' : ' ■ 
t ho British and Russian eoldUrt ^«^tl*'t»*tl^^^^^.^^S#^^^^ '• 

- '■.': - ■ ■ :^^£^>jv<^ 
*A little fellow, m *a€uU yS^P^'^i^i.^^m^]!^*^^^.'- 
snilod, and t s»id, '^ you ,-0 ng 1» *ad will y^i t^a this 1ft to t ;- ■ 

«r. ST^TIStUS?" .And ha took "it -to*' ; - /. ;-."- ^^^^if^-'''-" \ : ' ,: '- r' 

*Thon the Sergeant ea^Vofci And T-^»*& totha, Serjeant, *I ■ 
ata )fr, SMiTn>,an African citizen-. /■ *bi.a la ow wJJfo* Thoae>re 'twr'a- 
sontetiires of tko three greet prami ^&MiM of ..Atari da » . T?fc jsould like 
to know what the Russi-ns and British ar» doiriif'io thojro.*^\. ^ 

People call thinje llke/t&*$ ora*jr, but you know the Boston 
Tar? Party was crazy too. (Laughter). If wa hM had one thousand jut 
there instead of one, or fifteen, or fifty, it ?d£ht h'svo ©eon different. 
But folks would "say, *They night inro it I to. to v$. Inpnol* . 

"Up stepped the Scr.3e.ant *Mrf they turned rnc ofer to the 
lieutenant and to the -sajor. '' And I «aid to the naj or , . * Suppoa* I -would 
run for the door—' And ho said, **» would batis to shoot you.* Andj __ 
I said, f lty wife? Or those boy* who ropr osonV the "pro aj '*-•"' tfc' eye a""" 

«nd oars of 120 Tlllioc poopljf* 3j Bald, *"*• would h-yc to shoot -■ 

hin. 1 And I saw the -aajor was roin£ to fa"ll into the trap, and I seidj 
•Suppose a soribcr of the United States Senate wore to run -oast you, - 
what would you do?' * ■'■ ' .' ' y '-,. ; - *- 

"And ho said, 'I wo^ld h^w to shoot hi"?, .too.* 



"And than I turned tt ths pt^ets ind s«id , 
graph for history that I hs*: %writtan t or you this 



'Thare is the para- 
orninrJ Lot it 
be said at this nwful hour (i ^id not orats then), that we h^re sunk 
so low th-it « nil it or y officer hi« boon ordered by our Rx3outiv2 De- 
partment to shoot a Cnito4Stet*« Senator. if he dnres wnlk into a secret 
conference whore they are discussing it treaty, which only the United 
States Senate is authorited to q onflrnl ' ; - . -' "."!.■■ 



i^Xlp'^mzT 



"Tou wonder ^*y I am in Salt tako and Sational^^C growing $ 
\rhy young «ii3n are organising thensilTOi into 'tTouns, pncaT^sl^ I aa sure 
of ryaclf, why I rpeak with boidneaa. TflbAt do you think of people with 
a tradition like ours endorsing a iirogrna to brine foreigners to our 
shores and surround them with eoorecy, to •ehoot down tjoople *ho inquire 
as to the aocrets bcin^ olscuasod. tbat *sa the peace they decided 
on and hoped to appro ft) in S*n Fr^neiteo, So wonder SIALIH aaid, f I 
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... ■■■.■-. ^ : ^W'^^^'^%§^«^^^ 
"will con sent *ti^-^.lWb^»'<^; : p«»^ 

the Duabc\rton Hoiw^ TfUV r^W» l^^fJSL 

• ■■■■',•.'-..■ s V •-«.-:■ ■"--■ . •■ ** : ' ■^^■■s&^^cgs 

*I know .Mr ft Sii&^^RMUiM'^^ 
hungry ■ but I do no* • Xifc© 'Ant* 'fc^ci^l "C^'^^**^ ,-^ ,, .. 
lo-idad up two ^i:''.t*^V.rt'Tte$:W^ 



iU 









^-Afr 



commissioner ssSoy ^iWrEflE inj&&*tyi-ib-!toffi:%fo - -« 
thoy unladed tt «m9 &«£** ****» W*». : *^1M^*^3^^ 




''* ■**■:< 



" ^^V^""^^^^^ ^ ^ ' V; ' ' 



;*.*. ™ **:*-+$*- 






"I w*s -la' Cfci : oiij^;'tfc»; othir '#«£> v^tt *«£#'.■ i§rt Thirte**'-. , 
io-t, or park, * But |j*tfce* u? «i ■Pm''^^!^^^^^^^^^^^ 
now 3 00 mi Hi on nouna 4 af . . ' j*fcv«rrf b^la« ^<tpk o& s £ og'Jap4 Jfcusrsians . -%f , 
fpr tho Rusaianaf WMJM ■jw^'jtos** nrt*j fcHtfc^CEU- ptfti Ifritatii . 
'first, Lef us nut MsflfMi ■ f iMt. ' ■■ *?*. 'W** use M . ere fr*®^ <*T - 
selfish, but in the /^'ppijrij ' ^r 4 ^<|fe l i*tt*»|i^ : ;^»«[». ^b^ ' ^Mqpt* „*!%" ■ 1f , !?fe 
<r*reth not * - - - — 



; -Car- TSW^'awi t?W^ «* ini^*'l^^ife:"y 
w 77hat will life dA'afi^^itf-'lihfirtl : wtfa»iW» v 



HI- _* 



ourrBi^hbor*^ aoi ^u>bilii9 07«rytkirlg that 1*. ^d> tUfl itwi ?uad wtripee, 
the Constitution, Christian othica ~.t& •ivili*^i>n*/and. nil iiitoVlJl- 
=:ont, rational prow -v^ti^? >£ mt,7«is i«rb«r«*.^t 4«Ui*« , .bjr#'-. ^ 

*Vy son 1^ ww: th»ro," -I db i >^-«na* hint© be ths tool of 
mi intarnstion*i poliqa fsro» ta put d^wn 4 r^Uia in Indln^ or t^ 
keap Chin-in lino for ttw 'tnpdrinli4ti» t of t? satisfy, the vhlr of na© 
powor n^jiia. Lot os njt delcg.nto pO>3r to -sny tuj»r state, .,or > delo- 
r^tc in a wjrld org-uiisiti^ to mnljBtii'a «n or£inisatio« ihew the 
blood of our eans «uinot be Xe£ sdtKotfb the rate of aur elestod ropres^EtS- 
tives In Contrrasa* ";'■. ^"t ■''■-'■ t ^^'^-."^ '.^^ *&■>>&** ■'■-.:.. - .. . . - 









■ ^1 -0oii4 r .'ito'''«i» # - %«*'*i 'BsV^ijaj^a' d|»ou*«' th^si Tw^. bi? secrets 
h".vG yot to 00** oat, (t)VlM i '^rstoiji of Tl?ionehnw, — l?ny h*.^e tncy 
been ^fr«Ud t> fatfar YlAJn^wt"' Wfr >p*o 3«00Q ^f oojf boy» shot Uke 
fish in ^ b^rre>f %at eUoisi *vcry..t$|n£ # .«Bf. 6«qri bef >rc tho at- 
t-cV at *Q.nrl:nWfco*> '.^^t^vW *' ^o^'^rt.ennt '• ..■■■ :t : " 



'*" 



v,*;*^' 



* ^f. v > .'.■.-,■*■■■■■■»'.* 

1 #f t*» yoons; code olerk in 



"la* tfti nsMvstsritius. .„ 
the finbassy ii MiA^ W* "0**i '«*y>#««- SipXoMt,; *Z± father wes 
a diDlo»«t, end his sipt^r h«d \^$m^J$&:*V* ^PC*™' 7h * 

sant to Russia ««1 reiaed * Xi|$i,t ^ t^ss^ ,**»«; *^W*s sent ^rcrt 
Russia to |*«fta^''9sH«'li, B«W^Ajs>f^ *bet * itill s«y.ths next 
tan minutes. *m h»«» he^.*oi fif^t'iV' ^<sl. t:*n not tryln* to be 
■elodrametlot I m »elXla^ you «s» kind of *fcte that MIX ^u» 
Hationsllsa S AoXeuX* ^9U/-i ".*jt* ;%>| " H 1 **•«?»«*•"?' la i^^* 3 * 
the peopUwiU ftMftsYJriftiMfc ; ; l|^»*'.ll.^#*t «.J oMe elerk^ nnd his 
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VesponsiblUty we* ^6 

la Wash in£ ton and tfe#' 
messages exchan^ea* be)tween v <fc*£ 

with me am! irt caa^ruls the* \ „ ^ _ _ _^ _ _ T . .._ _ _ ,. ._ 
I will triumnn.,r than «wy>l*^. <^^ 

saree iw^ owen wcfenev ^'*ni tfc|ti ♦©i^Jfc^^^iriini^ii- '^i**d>w \ '.-- 
be a patriot, "was shocked* . 'S£ >4&f {Wlltf ^t:^^..^'^^^^^^--/' ■ 
also that ha. was hearing' twlfcte;;#£e^^^ 

to return none, *hey would : r«^ \i^ri^L"f^.. 1&|[! ffe" 'jrirttijiHfc', fftOCBtt.*.- Sb went, . ■ 
to whom he thoue;ht was Ms best jr^^^^f : .'^C - 4^11. ' f ^Nt^- 1^ ^ ^^. ? <ak ^ ^ ^- A^^n^ «. *ad " 
told him what hs -;?aa hearinr* B^ rsoordi»4 a ^> gy a^ jjgj fc to" his 'apart* 
ment o-ror 5,000 eableeraraa between Up; -. ;^j^tew*E^, .^caS -CHXSt CHXI-L., *■." 
they planned the oozing wa** ""two ^ary^ ; A^ya*^';^i>d,, j-'jwjjtF before.; Be 
told the fuj.1 story to Cactain fcA&sfet, wfea rdats (this la no seoreV- 
It is on the Parliamentary record 6£ ; <Jre*t Britain/ ana' ' only bonaorV* / 
ship kept it from America) in Parliemanty : ta he/ walked off the 
Parliament floor, he was seised by the British Seoret Service without 
trial,- and thrown in r>riaon^ where he. laja^ul aHea three and^a half years, 
and was only released a abort while ago*. ' Isined lately TYliMfelft was 
fired, As he walked down the ate?* oFtfce American fcnass^^\he wae 
saired by the British police And sentenced in a seere^trial to be 
banished to the Isle of Wlfrht", where ho laatui she s tonight. One of 
'the ^ost eninsnt American Journalists wrote tha$ story, and I asked 
hira when it would oo;ie out, and he said. *QE3AtD, I dare not do it j 
it mirht coat me ay life** 

"t said, ♦Are you willing to r,i*e nai a copy of that story? 1 

"I ^ot on the train with it and went to Washington, and saw 
Mrs. EEKT, the nother of TYIEP. KEW« v And I sald^ *I am coin* to pub- 
lish this story—but not until you, the mother, say so. She signed 
her namey-* minor corrections J ins ijmifl cant detail*. * ,. She took It to 
the Journalist in Baltimore whom 1 had named In this story, and, said-, 
'I will £ive you «5,000 out of ay humble legacy, if you will eo to 
England and confirm what we have already fceard*' Be rot there and 
rent to London, and through acquaintances go* out to the Isle of 
Wirht and saw this boy and confirmed e*e*yi3iin*: I told you tp^jrht. 

"And when he returned, I^JggJgSBSIaSE had a q^afrtee. to 
sea him, and they went to hie b^J. in Ht^ylandY and shook as he spoke, 
^.nd he said, 'I will not testify janlw asT I 'can be guaranteed complete 
protection by the Secret Serwtoe fonar^ment of the United States of 
America, • And that awful seoret is in the )» art of that boy. 



■ ^ 



*lf that boy was entity, he should *aot ha-w been tried in 
a secret court in Britain, but trle&ut none in 'an open court as an 
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"American citizen in the United $batee of iaerle*. That story will 

sotne day be told. ' . V.. ■/' '.,.-♦' 

"A grandson of WjLLIAy JEffFDJGS BRTAK only i few months* 
a<-o returned from London, and it is no secret In England but la bar-- 
roos^eossipj it ia not kntrm to you because of censorship.- But young 
BRyW$Qf£S case acroaa the ocean in a olane, ha said^ and he was talk- 
in? rather glibly, 'It is the ecsndal of a century .' "^Then he returned 
to America, only ■» few hours later he died -lysterieusly in a Sew York 
apartment. This is fact; all that can be established by the mouth of 
a senial lad who went to CORD ELL HULL and released this statement to 
tho press. And only one pa oar was unafraid to nrint it, and it was 
nrinted in tho first edition- and removed in the second. Another patter 
did orint two stories, oonflraing much of the details that I have Given 
you tonight • .. • • 

"Those are the °;reat secrets tK*.t shall be exposed wh£n the 
curt -i in is lifted. 

"Those are the things that will make 'Nationalists on a 
wholesale b?.ais and make those nen that hive been branded as traitors, 
patriots in tho history of your, eocnunity, Kr..' STOKES. The so aro the 
things that only .courageous -ion can speak. Those are the things refer- 
red to -'•/hen tho nost patriotic of our American history said, 'Etornal 
virilanca is the price of liberty.' I have given overytiin*. I 
have suffered tho assassination of character? I have been smeared,, 
stepped on, cursed by the -aost hirhly mid character assassins in 
snerica. , * ' ' 

"I addressed a ^sooting la '-Buffalo, Sew York, .iuSt as self- 
resnectinir as this one, with orayer, salutinc of tho flae*,* a hizh 
tribute to .nsieri can tradition. .Iaasjine the shock of ay^X*- 1 ^ and 

soldier eon Then we heard the character assassin, a^LTSl^jriPCHELL, 
say last Sunday ni?ht, *GERiiID L. SMITH jumoed on an American flap and 
soit on it.' Ko recourse, no opportunity for reoly. toy spokesman in 
Buffalo Dropared an affidavit signed by ono of the leadin? protestants 
and the leading Catholic, and leading citizens who sat on^*'* platform 
and knew it ^as fabrication. But sy son and sy wife ^T^ weeD 9S l 
-ros lashed with something ten tiass worse than a oat -^<ilno -tales. 

' "Do you think -we ocn plways be crushed under this tyranny, 
without reactionl Out of the soul and hearts of Christian len and 
women there is a ro sounding reaction on the aid© of Anoriea, that under 
God we. shall purge this nation of these reds and oriental conspirators 
who desien apainst our traditions. And we will be truo to tho Consti- 
tution and lift high the stars and "stripes. (Applause.) 
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doira in South Carolina, 72- years'; oW;';Jft»^ 

broc.d oast, and I an sending jou »pa»%h^o^%i s&srlhsar |lttle t; ©*)Xl«veo: 
it • ■ A f ew wo oka later w* rot a ;or>o&t©4 Mrlssg , rt*€ii . .ftWaitsd v .' ,' 
to cont a in 300 .000 at it cjhe » » .hand-t»^ v iy : j jntv t SW*et WOaan «*•» *'**•* \ 
in the mountain*. (Applause.)/ &*je p^r^lofi^ 'Studejjt of ■rf^\- . > 
psychology, will say, •That is tiki* «a^"" , wl^i' /; »^ioe.,tl5» flf£** **'~"' 
want to knew if there la anything I oan spri|^j**ttsr than the flag* 
That noftns the Bible,* that cnana the C^MtituHoft* prl^nta enterprise, 
where clow bo'yi • beootae '.industrial magnate*. «rtl fani hands become 
President of the Ifcitod States* That naahS^a situation where the op- 
portunity of all -nenbeeoaos. th* opportunity of «11 ooildres In ths 
land of the free and the •boric of' the-' brave* '££ -^ ■'•■:■;•'.■: '■]'-., 1^.','' 

■ ■■■' ' , y '■■■■: -■^^:,-m.:y : ^'::'''' < ■ ' ■■'■ ' ' ■ 

"Mow. I oould walk out of Hare an| oonaider that I htve 

done s one thine, but then "*? would xtot'J>;4re r a^coTBplisbed anything - - 
praotloally, I'd" like to cone In ant) speak like a i orl^fl dona, and 
walk out ^nd speak to nobody prai$tle-ilJy* «sad. go to a shower •••J want 
to send you this nag a sine for si* months' or s y«ar, and send you our 
monthly letter, which keeps you In touch .with our program a dross 
the nation. May I say this, this meeting is not t^oney raising, but 
if you do in those -DnvelTnes wWt to hdlp, ©to. eto. Everyone who 
puts in 12 or nore will t ?et the an ga tine*,' Everyone -fho puts in a . 
dollar or pore will, eet the a^gatine six aonthai end you will all £et 
the TYLER 1CTT_ story* • •■*.". .* ...."",- v' 




"How iany of you -rould like to have ae stop off on ay way 
back fron San Franolsco and give you jay iapreaelonT ,.,, ■ 

■ -.^ ■ . "' ' " '■'■■ "- : v>'t' ■.' i '**-.:i-.. •*=,'>■■ . 

(Probably a hundred present j- a good oany stopped to shake 
hands, pick up literature at door, «tn«) _. ■':_, ; *. 




A^ent 
bers of 

eluding 
and six Thai 



■" ^ v A" • '»-*a . « 



;*-•<•' 



I 













f- 



.. ■: * 
• 1 ^ 

7fc 



K 



•a 



\ - 



* r" 




phrasea printed- l?i 



"HITLER OKI; *$ W%*te»*; 
I W BY IK?ITAn9t ; q>tti r 











•$> al^,, p«aft©ra~t>y ' an.1 



5 




NOTORIOUS A12EICA FIKSTER 
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r ♦ADpaaaeaent, ,0brtrttci!0»*w& :"'»^etp%i|M peaeoV ". 

all -ou t campaign *gat»a i-. tb» '"I*w$ ( j*4^ J , ( BtH * anfl againe t , ; 
iiational.4efafii«j .^'^ dtitrnaf * 

ol our . I»a4ay »hl$ £ Aw el«gr^. 'mft cpn^-y toyef op afcieh. 
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- -■■•■■■■■..- A*^**v-*4*i*=r:/'iiff3^ 

One <*roy. .ofelBa'-Atfa ftitnr 3 ^ ^ 21 *^"" " A *.*.*.**- -- .- 

Salt Lake City Pi#U')5i|S«I^' 

on© hundred .period -.lif ' 

held in th»'WtoV-f^':^.f^t-'1^Rt, 

newi paper notUearVa* l^'/N$miM* 

2, 1945 quoting Ife-V^SHHH at 1*j0jjpk 

in the "Salt U^ , '(h.^;.^ibi|^ : .^;j^-j£fe^ l 

waa qu o te d ae "P arty (&$£•? Jf «*£. jg " ' 

raada aa follow i > '<>5 r V«S^^ , .^'|?< 
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"The United St*W^.iB«>>oiil4p?'iSpi^^. i ^ w _ 
policies set >y <5J?0fcC3 «AS|ia0«C«^%NN( ■Ip 1 *^*^^': 
to. other natloM^^ut^toidi^-^r. *?*»f^7^& .*£?. 
alllancaS~if peace ll tp> s»W**«** ^^j , k *? ' 
this war. CERA4D X- S* •**«. «**»tv* * JTN^- " 
America First Pexiy, ■•£« Tednesdafr in Sejt Ukr >. . / 

City; ; : '"■•■;'- -^•;-- >?*,, ..,'=/ v;^W.^^v -,\- ■-'■■■ 

*?hs visitor, who is i* address * jfc^-ff Incited 
guaste Thursday night a* Hot©! • TJteJft said to be- . 
Haves' tha San Francisco conference either will 
•Mow up » or en4 In r^ieetion of an Innocuous 

document. ■■■■ '■'.-■* *" ■' : *'***"■■ -"■ " '-=•'? "-' v -- --*" -■ 



^ -v., 



' "|fr . SMITH is on his way to San-Francisco, where 
he plans to observe proceed i4g« of «ia United 
Nations Conference .."'.A . ,..•' i," '" ">.■.■* - * 

The day following % addreas made by Hr. SKI TH> May 4, 1945, 
k small notice appeared in th»attJLt^^ ^ oted 

as follows: . f\ "" ^ 

"GERA1D L. K. SMITH, head of the America -First 
Pcrty, addressed about 100 parsons for two hours 
Thursday night in the Roof Gard*.n of the Hotel 
Utah, explaining objectives of the party. 

"*e said it is not the aim of the group to establish ■ 
. + political party to run candidates in elections. 

, "Our hope and belief*, he said, 'is that nationalism 
will become so popular that bo* major parties will 
adopt it as a matter of Jtolitioal expediency.' 

"He denounced the Yalta agreement, end Bretton Woods 
plan and said *hen all. tae facta, ire known nation- 
alisf converts will be made on • large scale . J^ 
three »ost vital issues facing 1*rt oountry^hs^^ 
asserted, are bureaucratic tyranny, the ccfflC^sm ^ 
of the American ecaWMaUt party, and the suner state. 



It may be noted that *e ^j^f^Vf ^^r^t* 
rr;>seret *ews", alto published at Seff Lake iixj~***h carried an item 
^^ttL ^lech made bY GERaiDL.?. SKIS, together with Information 
Relative to^h picteteL.e^ picture Of tha individuals picketing in 
front of the Hotel Utah Immediately prior to the tM for tha speech. 
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' Sines there is no further investigation in this Field Division, 
this case is considered referred upon equation to the Office of origin. 
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win , up» rrim of «w "litfSNM*"* «oat%ftK& **. ******* .^ 

reonrt, advise t*we So It ldt« : Clty/Pittf .XfiT^io» ' UjtWtMr lnve« UgM^an 

* is desired of Subject '«- afttivitlrt iS| ;M Wtl?» > DrtPflit % *i« °T 
the information »a<Je ft*KijU*U t* «* •**•#% ^^M >!«« *° J^ * f >* 

Salt Laka City to conduct a .'jar ther ^^^il^ii^^f'-^^;^^ .^iv* ■>': '" '■*:■£ ■ ^i"*'"" ■- 

f - ' : ■• -V, ..*.■■■ r ■■",.- *-.";, u- * : c* : * ^^^^^r^fe^t^ : ^'J'-'^ ■ '/"' .".'.' : ' >■ 
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DUEI GUIDE 

TTTW: G5ULD L. K. SMITH CASK: W™L 8K0ROT 

AMERICA FIB9T J»ARTr 8BDIT1DI 



SA: ■■■■^ i>^ 
nATE: HAT 20, 1945 

TABIZ OF CONTESTS 

HAMS 

ADAMS, CRYAL * 

AHDERSON, ANDREK . - — . J 

AHDERSCM, JACK-^^ " * 

BACHMAN^ GUS P. J 



CANNON^JZQHl^J. 
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33 
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4 
20 

33 
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BARUCiy^NEr 

^^Wdn^Bam _. 

BIUJNGS, S. U * 

HIHCH, H. J. J 

BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA ^ J 

BOTT, VICTOR 5 

BOWEW, ALBERT 1. J 

BRADFORD, LIOMB. J. * 

BREffSTER, fflET J 

BBOADBEWT, KEEP M. * 

BBDADBEOT, STIVESTER - * 

BUIiOJET, W. F. 3 

BTHNES, JDtfT ^~ 



««— ', H. H. 

CHETNET, A. K* ^ 

CLARK, RU M - 5' 

CIOTF, HAR7ET 1L £ 

%^P ODIUMS, JAMES W. . __ M ^ * 

' ■""■ QOM UDMIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATE* 3* 
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OOHHHALL, CHARIZS R. J 

003CRIFF, mLTffi * 



5755 



\J 



«ACH, ARTHUR 

(3GSS AND THE FUG, THE 

DAVHfPORT, HARBTr^ 
BESERET NEWS 
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: j ;,Kv-v'.5^. 



FAIRBANKS, LINN R. 
FARNSWOHTH, PHILO T« 
FERR, CHARLES K. 
7ISH, A, L. 
FOX, GEORGE WAIXACE 
FUDffiR, NATHAN 0. 
FIOTT, W. H. 

GLADE; EARL J. 
QOFFE, G. H. 
CKEENJfcOD, MARION 
GUSTIK, HARIZT W. 

HANSEN, GEORGE T. 
HATCH, EEfTIN D. 
HATCH, IOBENZO D. 
HEAL, GILBERT D. 
HHJCKIZY, BRYANT S. 
HFKINS, HARRYS 
HORSLET, A. S. 
HDLL, ODHDELL / 
HUNT, DUANE G. 

IVERS, JAMES 

JAMES, DCN C. 
JENSEN, C. N. 
JOGAN, R. J. 
JOHNSON, A. N. 
JOHNSON, OffHi^ 

KBIT, TYLER 
KHETCHKAN, H. F. 

LAMBERT, E. W. 
IAMPKIN, S. D. 
I£E, J. BRACKS* 
TORT, HHiATA 
IEISON, C. JU 
LOHG, BKBCKOTlIDCffi 
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IONG, HUEY B.^ 5, 16 

I0OFBOUHDW, FHEDERICH C. 3 

LCW, WILLIAM 4 

LUDLOW, R. H. 4 

MABEY, CHARLES R. 3 

MANLEI, B. P. 4 

HARR, G. A. 3 

MARTIN, CHARLES S* — ■■- 4 

AHI^. — : i \cp 

TEuB^^^HMur w. 3 

MDLOCK, F. S. k. 

MUSSER, BDRTON W. 3 

MC DONALD, HOWARD S. 4 

1C KENZIE, A. G. 4 

MC KNIfflT, JOSEPH U. 4 

MC NEIL, HAROID M. 4 
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NFION, MARICW C. 4 \ */ 

NELSON, STIRLING 4 

32, 33 

0» CONNOR, W. J. 4 

OWEN, BRYAN 31 

PATTERSON, KNOI 4 

PELLEY'S S3XVEK SHIRT ^ 33 

PETERSON, MARK \. 3 

POND, E. GALVH; * 4 

HEID, SIDNEY G. 3 

RICH, BEN L. 3 

BOBEETS, D. R. 3 
HOMEY, L. C. ~" 3 

RCMNET, VERNON 3 

SALT LAKE CITY TEIZGRAM ^ % 

SALT LAKE CITY TRIBUNE ^ 34 

SEARS, JACK 3 

SHBETZ, W. H. 4 

SHILLING, J. D. 4 

SMITH, FREDERICK E* ._. ... . s 4 

&H$%$ SMITH, GBRAU) L. K. JR. . * " 8 

l#?£^ SNIDER, (fflDHGE 4 

r* SORHJSON, HORACE 4 

SODLE, 0, P. 3 

SOOTHEBLAND, GEORGE 3 

SPENCER, GEORGE E. 4 

SQUIRES. JOANNE 33 
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^oTOSH^^WHsmiah 

IHCaCAS, UJffEL 

VETTERLI, REED E. 

WADE, JAKES 
WALLACE, HEHKT 
WARRU k', BOBI£ 
WHEEIZR, BDHTON I. 
WHITE, J. 1U_^ 
WHITE, W* i. 
WILKINSON, H. H. 
WILSON, R. C. 
WINCHEIL, WALTER 
-WIRE, IBSTER 
WOBLTON, JAMES T. 
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Tor your further information in tb§ captioned patter, there art 
aticloeed herewith coplaa of the fallowing investigative raportct 
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Hsport ot Special Agent 

Angelas, California, 
Baport of Special *gent 

Louie, KUaouri, May 
Baport of Special Agent __ 

Salt lake City, Utah, am/ TO, 19 
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Subject ftalth*a activities at the San Francisco Conference ara 
being follomid by the Bureau, and immediately upon receipt of an Investiga- 
tive report In this connection It will be furnished to you. 
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THIS CASE ORIOINATTO AT DETROIT, J£TCHIGAN 



Dtf m* mo. 100-3557 
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RIPOffT UAOC AT . 

DENVER, COIflRADO 



DATE WHEN 

6-1-4S 



KRIODKMI 
WHICH MAO* 

4-27; 5-21-45 



'- GERALD LYtfAN KENNETH SMITH, w.as. 
a AMERICA FIRST PARTI " 




CHARACTER 



INTERNAL SECIKUTT (G) 
SEDITICW 



SY NOPSiS OF FACTS-. 



Subject spoke at the Englewoad Baptist Tabernacle, Englewood, 
Colorado, under auspices oi^fchristian Touth for America on 
4/30/45. Throughout speecRJ^s^ spoused "America first", 
claiming this country is giving all of its riches to foreigners 
instead of returning veterans and attacking the "Crime of Crimea," 
the secret deals made at Yalta to take away our sovereignty, 
the rationing program, Communism, Dumbarton Oaks Conference, 
and the San Francisco Conference. Subject read his comments on 
President TRUMAN, which were of a mild nature, and indicated he 
was reserving judgment on the President, Subject announced 
he would speak again in the City Au< 
on 6/12/45 under same auspices. 



REFERENCES x 
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Bureau File #62-43818. 

Letters from Detroit FD, 4/3/45 and 

AT DENVER, COLORADO ..'-" 
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___ that^on Sunday evening, 

Ai-'i-xj. *.*, ±*-*a, reverend HARVEST ~HO«Aaa)gFRINGER, pastor of the 
Englewood Baptist Tabernacle, Englewodd*^5blorado, after his 
usual religious service, introduced GERALD L. K. Si r ITH to his 
audience as "my friend, GERAID." SUITR, in a few short remarks, 
advised that he was on his way to theS^ited Nations Conference 
at San Francisco, which he termed the j^reVtest Anti-Christ 
Conference the world has ever held, and that he would talk at 



;--i^ . 

./* ^ - length in the Englewood Baptist Tabernacle on the following 
(p. I &*%&£ evening, April 30, 1945, at which time he would reveal "all" 



m ,<f-^-. 



AWROVtO AND 

ronwARoe© 



COFIZ5S DKSTaO)rK0 



5 - Bureau (Encls.) 

3 - Detroit , ' 

2 - Denver v.) ;• 0OPY IN WTJB 



4 7 PL y 'T 



«v^ 



DO HOT Kim IN THUS CPACS* 



3*1? A 



Z3^ 




- / 



?&S$0&> 



V 



'ij ■>',■ --.t '.-•"' '*"''• '■■' ■** ■*■* '■"'- ■ * ■- -■-*■*■ ■.■;'*■■■ "'" ■ "'-' '* -■ *-'* ■-'■- ^■■a- ; - ;4*^''- , <tf-^''' , ''» ■ BU-s£aL iiiVistwiici ' ' : ' ■ j<j 'j.^;,-.; jj. v-^» i^l- j i ••.i-i-' : * : - ;: -"-- 






'". 








" r . ' , ' T T * ?' -^ 






i*?£ 



DN File #100-3557 



In his few short remarks, he stated that it is time for Christians to get 
together and fight these anti-Christ tendencies; that the Communists would 
try to break up the meeting on April 30, 1945; that, at San Francisco a 
super-state was being formed with a flag that would displace our American 
flag j that he has organized the Christian Nationalist Party and SFRINGEJl 
would run for high office under its auspices. Petitions were available to 
those in attendance for signature to combat the so-called "Gestapo" bill. 

t Concerning Subject's meeting at the Englewood Baptist Tabernacle 
on the evening of April 30, 1945, at which timehe^^^r^' Christ or th e 
Super-State," information was received from I fef 

to the effect that there were approximately E^e^iH^a^K^eopTe^^^^eW, 
the tabernacle being cnly moderately full. It might be noted that this 
meeting received no jrior publicity in Denver, Colorado, except that sent 
out by Reverend SPRINGER to those on his mailing list to whom he also sent 
cards of admission. 

A transcript of the complete proceedings of the meeting at the U*7i\ 
Englewood Baptist Tabernacle on the evening of April 30, 1945, was obtained 
from|HBthe original of which is bein^ furnished to the Bureau, a' summary 
bein^set out hereinafter* 

Following the usual religious, musical' numbers, KENKETfej&FF 
opened the meeting by stating that Subject was appearing under the auspices ** 

of the Christian Youth for America, which has its Ipeadquarters in Englewood v 

and "which was organized for the purpose of combating +.ft^jirr*»-r-ir»a n Xe -iC"^ *t 
TjT]flPT*a / n r i Several members of the National Council of iheSchristian Youth 
for America were sitting on the platform. GOFF, after many complimentary 
remarks concerning Subject, introduced Reverend SPRINGER, who made a typical 
introduction for Subject. 

Subject in his early remarks statedi 

"Occasionally, in fact, frequently, in order to keep the Communists 
and other form of lice, vermin and rats from packing our meeting, we 
give out invitations, • ••*.- ", 

He later stated that he was representing twenty-one nationalism 
groups in forty-eight states. Subsequently, he statedi 

"They are trying to push this deal over at San Francisco. They v/ant 
to push it over, to take our money to finance France, the British 
Srpire, Russia, and spend the money before the boys can get back from 
the battle front. I say ?re should not make one deal until the boys 
that won the war are home and have something to say about the deal 
that goes with it. 
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■I want to say, isn't it better that we got a new President. Now 
•I am not going to speak extemporaneously concerning our new President. 
I am going to read my statement concerning our new President* ;;•••• 
I am going to give you some of the beat common sense you have ever 
seen since you were born before this meeting is over* 

■during the lifetime of Franklin D. Roosevelt I was one of his chief 
political foes. Part of that was that in the last speech he made 
before the largest crowd he ever addressed. in Chicago, he attacked me. 
I rememoer how Mrs. Smith and I felt the morning we picked up the 
morning paper. Franklin D. Roosevelt called in the Attorney General 
and ordered him to send Gerald L. K. Smith to prison. But there is 
no bitterness in my heart. I don't want to be classed with those who 
would speak an undignified word concerning the dead. Franklin <D* >. 
Roosevelt died with the secrets of the world upon his heart* Some 
of those secrets were known by Harry Hopkins, some by Sanuel Rosennan 
who wrote his speeches, some by Joseph Stalin, Winston Churchill, 
dorestic and national politic ans« 

"Harry Truman was not in the confidence of the President. Ke knew 
very little of what was going on under the roof of the White House or 
in secret conferences of the Big Three, the Big Four or the Big Five. 
15r. Truman was not Ur. Roosevelt's choice for Vice President. He was 
forced into the picture by a set of western Democrats who were 
determined that Wallace should not be the next President of the "United 
States. Evory leading politician in America knew that Roosevelt's health 
was bad. Even during the Democratic Convention the pictures taken of 
him looked ghastly and even ghostly. I attended the Democratic 
Convention in Chicago. Ity staff and I lived in the hotel where most 
of the individuals in high command stay. I watched this man work as I 
was sitting in the bleachers. This is the spirit that Trucan hated 
just as Much as Kr. Thomas Dewey, Bricker, and others who were opposed 
to the new deal. Northern conservatives and southern conservatives 
were for 'i'ruman. Jewish leaders were for Wallace. 

*Yihat I am about to say is not an anti-Semitic statement, just an 
observation of truth. Jewish leaders and communists were all for 
Henry Yfallace* 



"The Vice President wou^ 
Trusan knew that. Hen] 



.jecome the next president of the United States. 
,'allace knew it. SidnssMlillman knew it. The 



new dealers worked more Utterly than in the £en<3ftvrF"^lection to defeat 
Dewey. In fact, I think the nationalists would prefer Dewey to Truman. 
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■The whole accumulation of a one-man rule and their by-producta 
have been- pushed into the lap of the little common man from Uissouri. 
Only God in Heaven can save this man from the clutches of the most 
ruthless, highly financed set of international conspirators- the "world 
has ever known. 

■He says he wants to carry out the Roosevelt plan. This may not be 
serious if he permits the Senate to stand on its own feet. The 
dangerous element in the Roosevelt method is not so much in the 
personal opinions of Roosevelt, but in constant and determined effort 
to force his opinions upon Congress and upon the courts, thus weakening 
our system of government, and limited efforts to carry out the will 
of the people. I believe that Harry Truman wants to obey the will* 
of the people and to do the things that you want* (Applause*) 

■It becomes, therefore, the responsibility of the people like you and 
me to help make our new President realize that we represent the great 
cross-section of American people and are opposed, among other things, 
to the following:— Someone says, you are always talking about what you 
are a'jainst, you would think I would tell you what we are for. We 
are for Christianity. Can you improve on that? Among other things 
we are against the following \ 

1. An international bank. 

2* A plan for a super state, such as the Dumbarton Oaks Conference* 

I an going to tell you about Dumbarton Oaks, tell you about my visit 
there. If you see me forgetting it, hold up a finger* 

3* A world police force* 

4* Secret deals and secret covenants* 

Those are some of the things we are opposed to* 

"lur* Harry Truman should be right. He was raised right. He has a 
background of common everyday Americanism. You ought to give this a 
hand. (Applause.) Harry Truman is a Baptist. Now, you people know 
there are* several kinds of Baptists, however, Now, he was put over at 
Chicago, and he belongs to the 3aptist Church. If that does not make 
him a common man, nothing will. He would be called by some a hilly 
billy, poor, humble and shows all of the signs of wanting God's help 
in this critical hour. One thing I like, when he went to church the 
first Sunday, they asked him where he was going to church, and he 
said, f It is none of your business. 1 That is not supposed to be 
publicized. 
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*Tou know he was raised in Independence, Missouri. Independence, 
Missouri is noted for two things. It is the home town of Harry 
Truman and it is the home town of Jesse James.. How, Grandma Truman 
lives there. All Harry needs to do to please me is to follow 
< Truman. There are too many in Yfashington who are still following 
Jesse James. (Applause-) 

■Now, here is the real problem -with Harry Truman, and the people -who 
look and feel and act and react like Harry Truman's family save him 
from being accompanied politically by a set of rascals and high 
pressure artists, and what is going on in Washington will make the 
Teapot Dome look like a cold cup of coffee, 

"They caught a doctor the otter day who had got priorities and money 
to make bandages' which were used for criminal purposes, and cleaned 
up half a million dollars. You realize that hundreds of factories 
are running today, manufacturing stuff we don't need. Just as quick as 
it goes out of the factory, it goes onto the surplus auction block 
and they are buying it at 10 cents on the dollar, and selling it to 
the government for 100 cents on the dollar. 

"According to military law, if a boy falls asleep on a fruit train 
while he is guarding that train, he is shot. "What about a doctor 
that takes the blood of 13,000,000 and runs it through a wringer? 
Those are the men I want to see named, I want to see their names of 
page 1 of every daily newspaper in the United States of America. " 
* . . ■ . 

■If Grandma Truman's spirit controls Harry, I am for him, but if he 
deserts the old home place like the prodigal son, then I am against 
him. But I say God bless Harry Truman. (Applause.) God bless and 
save Harry Truman that he may direct the affairs of America in the 
spirit of Independence, Missouri, Grandma Truman, and his old-time 
Eaptist show-me neighbors from Missouri* 

tt This is my statement on the new President of the United States ♦ I 
' believe it iserery white man's du-ty, every citizen's duty, vfliether 
white, black, red or yellow, in America to give Harry Truman a chance. 
I am not going to criticize our new President until he has had a chance 
to perform. Tou can give that a hand if you want to. (Applause,) 

■In behalf of eighty-one daily newspapers and weekly and monthly 
periodicals, I am going to observe this, together with nine other 
members of my staff. We will observe this conference scientifically 
and carefully. In belialf of twenty-one n^tionalim groups I have been 
asked to prepare as a national leader a confidential report of what 
I think of this conference for twenty-three members of the United States 
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Congress committees of the Ihited States Senate, sixteen members of 
the Lower House* One thing I want to remind you of— seventeen members 
of the lower Hou3e— when this treaty cornea hack to be endorsed by our 
^Senate it will take sixty-four men to approve the plan that Stalin has 
got for us. A tally taken by the Associated Press reveals that 
sixty-four members of the United States Senate were ready to vote for 
the plan, Dumbarton Oaks, Yes, they have got to have sixty-four. 
You say have we gr>t any chance. I say to you we only have to change 
one man out of those sixty-four, and, believe me, I am going to work 
on all sixty-four. You talk about personal work, 

"I an against communism, just as I am against Shintoism. 7n the last 
war Japan -was our ally, but we didn't have to embrace Shintoism to 
demonstrate faith to our allies. Great Britain is our ally but it 
does not mean that we are going to go into the British Empire, and it 
does not mean we have to pay the bills of the British from now on 
until Kingdom come, a little game they call lend lease in reverse. 

■The 3ritish government and the communist government of Russia have 
hundreds of their representatives in this country, lobbying our Congress, 
all eager to spend our money on them after the war is over* 

"Not long ago, I talked to a United States Senator and he said the 
British have 500 men in Washington calling in an attempt to persuade 
us as soon as the war is over to underwrite the complete peace time 
budget of the British Empire, including the salaries of their Members 
of Parliament, etc,, on the theory that if the British are impoverished, 
we will go down. What do I mean by America first? I say the first duty 
for our money and our resources is to take care of these 13,000,000 
American boys that have been in the uniform of our country. That is 
our first duty. That is what I mean by America first, (Applause.) ■ 

In his attacks on the rationing program, he referred to the recent 
publicity concerning the coyote hunt arranged in Oklahoma by the Governor 
of the State for Lord Halifax and the amount of gasoline consumed at. that 
time. Concerning our financial support of other nations, he also stated t 

"If you can talk the English language, if you look like a Baptist, it 
is awfully hard to get anything in Washington, but if you look like 
anything but an American and can't speak the American language they 
will give you ten million, fifty million, a hundred million, or fifty 
billion, — just say what you want, Y/hat do I mean by America first? 
I say let us put an end to that kind of stuff in the United States 
of America. (Applause •)" 
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Re also recounted the story of his Chicago meeting on March 15, 
1945, and stated that the Jews tad tried to break up this meeting and had 
been •used, ad tools of the Communists. Everyone -who entered the tabernacle 
that evening was given a flier concerning this meeting, which flier was < 
headed, "Chicago Christians Victorious." A copy of this flier has been 
furnished to the Bureau, In his talk he also pointed out that in Detroit 
he was unable to get any steak, pork chops or butter, and stated that all 
that was necessary was to drive under the river to Canada where everything 
was available, from a porterhouse steak on down. In this regard, he pointed 
out that there is no rationing of meat in Canada, stating "because Canada, 
although she belongs to the British Empire, won f t ship one pound of meat 
to England unless she gets cash on the barrel head • , ♦ • so Canada has 
cot plenty of meat, and we haven't got any meat. I say if 'anybody should 
donate meat to the 3ritish, it should be the Dominion of Canada and not the 
United States of America, : Isn't that just good, old-fashioned Americanism?" 

■I an 20 iris to tell you a little something about Americanism, Four 
hundred million people in China should be enough people in China to 
whip the Japs, or at least help us whip the Japs, But Britain 
does not want that. They oppose it, Britain is afraid that if -we 
can train the Chinese so they can help with the Japs, and train 
five million Chinese for marine service, China will want her 
independence. So, in order to satisfy the militarists we have 
refused to arm the Chinese, refused to give them the guns they need. 
Instead, we are going to send American boys there to do the fighting 
that the Chinese could have done* • 

In addition, concerning the Crimea Conference, he stated* 

"What are we up against? We are up against secret deals. I hate to . 
say this—nobody knows what Roosevelt agreed to in Yalta, It was a 
deal between Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill. Most people, those 
that are informed, think that Roosevelt wanted to be the first 
President of the world. It was a political deal. How could it have 
been otherwise, because, although it wasn't given out, it leaked out 
■';, without the consent of the President, after he returned, that 
»•' Roosevelt had promised in this assocbtiori of nations to give Britain • 
six votes and Stalin three and the United States only one. There is 
something wrong when deals are made like that4 

■ , , . , The crime of Crimea — that is what they "want us to endorse 
at San Francisco — human slavery* 

" . • • • I say to you, Joe Stalin, who be c "an as a bank robber and 
helped to slaughter fif teen or twenty million Christians because they 
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..._.__ s. 'would riot renounce Christ for communism— I say before you ask us to 
sign anything on the dotted line, turn those 16,000,000 Christians 
loose that you have got imprisoned in Russia now, (Applause •)■ 

During his speech he told in great detail the story of his son in 
Burma in the Army and said that when he and other veterans returned home 
they would take care of WALTER WINCHELL and guys like him* He also went 
into his customary tirade against the world flag, which he has been known 
to use on many previous occasions. He also criticized the State Department 
for its secrecy concerning the Dumbarton Oaks Conference" and related in 
detail his futile efforts to secure admission to this conference, stating . 
that the Armed U ard around the Conference had threatened to shoot even 
a member of the United States Senate if he attempted to pass without a permits 
He stated that this conference approved a policy of international statehood 
and definitely took a stand against secret governments and secret treaties. 
He stated that at Dumbarton Oaks it was agreed that the United States should 
put up ten billion dollars to finance other countries . . . that this was 
supposed to be the "kitty* so the International Bankers could go to San 
Francisco and line up to get the good things, Ke stated that he had put on 
pressure before Congressional Committees and as yet they haven't been able 
to get the International Bank through Congress, 



In conclusion, he stated that he would return to Denver on 
June 12, 1945, at which time he would speak in the Denver City Auditorium,- 
again under the auspices of the Christian Youth for America, * 




b ^P 



that KENKETH GOFF has secured a 
permit to use vne DenverT^^WIMWfulFoTrjune 12, 1945, securing the use 
of this auditorium under the representation that it was to be used for a 
youth meeting by the Christian Youth of America, with no reference being made 
to Subject. 



HvCICSIEBS TO THE BUREAU: 



,r* 



Stenographic transcription of iiie 
proceedings at the Englewood Baptist 
Tabernacle, April 30, 1945, which meeting 
was addressed by Subject, 



Flier entitled 

Victorious" 
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-UNDEVELOPED LEADS- 



TKE DSNVEl FIE ID DIVISION" 
AT DENVER, COIXRADO 



On June 12, 1945, will arrange to appropriately cover the 
ioseting at the Denver City Auditorium, through informants. 
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- CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS - 



identity o^l ^aBntioned in the ^ 

report of Special Agent ■■■■■^■iten^rTColorado, dated June I, . « (^ 
1945, in the case entitled -'^HAli) LUtfE KENNETH SKITH, w.as.. A1ERICA * 
F1PJ3T PARTY, INTERNAL SECIRITY (G), SEDITION," is as follows, 
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worn*? or AMERICAj .^-S 



- 1} flSDITU 



W 



fefmaoo is anda U a/ lattor datod Ma/ 30, lf45, to n>a. Lillian 
Parks, Saorotar/, Oarroat Ivanta Group, 1U3 South 54th Stroot, philadalphU 43, 
psnns/lvanta. In rasponaa to a saanunlsatlan frun oar in union sao o oapUin a d -?^ 
that tha Buraan «sn in aff«st raspsnsibls for nr. 0. B. Halnst attoapt to oanoal ^v 
tha Iun hald b/ oar araaolaatloa in tha Patrietia Ordar Sons of Aaariaa >v. 

Building at 1317-19 lorth Broad Stroot, PhiUdalphia, Paans/lvania. Copios of 
nj MknoiUilffMQt and Mrs. Porta' lotto* datod »o/ U, 1945, noro furniahod * 

fovoraoo. -■■■■■■■ W -* 

Tbo oonplata fasts surrounding 8pooUl if out 1 lb dsallats i^ 

with Mr. Rolno novo boon brought to ny attention oad I rooj. %m% wdo phase V) 

of the iRTeeUgaUen in thia oaoo oaa not proper!/ handled, p- 

Xt is ineaebent upon /on to soo that oyer/ Special Agent develops i*t omen! 
in a diteroot Banner uithout furnlahing than inforeation about too oaoo at hand 
ao that no eafcarrasanent to tho Bureau eill roault fron tho utilisation of the 
laJeraent, Obvious!/ if oloaor ouperrioiott had baao affordad Spaniel :jRgeft 
investigation in thia oaoo tho situation would not haw arisen, 3 o ^ . 

Ton should foroefull/ point out to Speelal Agenfl that ho should - 
have baon aora discreet la hia eonteote with Mr. Heine, anTTThall held /an ,- 
personal)/ raapoaaihla far an/ ainilar insidente uhieh eeour in tho gituro. 
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ral Bureau of Ittueoifnntt 

Detroit, Michigan "7^ 

June 4 - 1945 





Director, FBI 




Re: GERAID L, K. SMITH 
•AMERICA FIRST PARTT 



INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 




Dear Sir* 



M^ 




m per: 



v 



prth below information obtained fro* 

\ whose identity ia known to the Bureau, 

from May 7, 1945, through May 31, 1945, inclusive. 




Informant advised that the Subject arrived in San Francisco 
on May 6, 1945, and his nailing address at that time was Saint Francis 
Hotel. 





During the trip to San Francisco Subject held a meeting 
at Salt Lake City, Utah, which was attended by approximately 1,000 
people* SMITH described this meeting as a "grand affair" • 

Informant advised that the mail contributions on May 11, 
and May 12, amounted to from $10 to |20. 

Informant further advised that the Subject is still in 
San Francisco where he has been attending the San Francisco Conference, 
but the exact date when he will return to Detroit Is not known. - 
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GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, 
with aliases?' America First Party 
INTERNAL ^SECURITT - G ' 
SEDITION ... - 

Bureau File. 62-4381S ■'■".< 




that a he had ascertained that 
the Denver City Auditorium for the use of 
subject on June 12, 1945 had been cancelled by the City and County of 
Denver, She further advised that it had been ascertained that subject 
S1ETH will not hold eny meeting in Denver or at the Englewood Baptist 
Tabernacle on June 12, 1945, that he is expected to hold a meeting in 
Denver or Englewood , however , at some future date not yet sp ecified, 
which, according to 



ease 







Inesimch as subject will not hold any meeting on June 12, 1945 
in Denver as previously scheduled, this matter is being considered referred 
upon completion to the office of origin. ^However, if at some time in the 
future SMITH does hold a meeting in Denver it will be appropriately 
covered by this office* 

cc - Detroit Field Division ~ 
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fcbrral Bureau of Inuesttgatintt 

Wimtvfc States Bcparimv nt af 9ustir* 

Detroit 31, Michigan 
June 15 - 1945 



director, FBI 



ReiOGERAU) L. K. SMITH 
^AMERICA FIEST PARTI 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 




Dear Sirt 




Carbon copies of this letter are being furnished to the 
Los Angeles, Salt iifce City, and Denver Field Divisions for informs tij 
purposes only. It is requested that these offices cover the instant 
meetings es directed in prior letters from this office. 
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©opy of ih« lartaUgaUvo report •ufaaittod bj Special 
datad Juno 1, 1945, *t D«o»»r, Colorado* Aloo anolotod 
is m photostat!* eop/ of a loaflot ontltlod "Chicago Christian* Victory* 
vhioh aaith is roportodl/ distributing. 
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REFOKTMACVAT 



SAN FRANCISCO 
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DATS WHO. 
Ml 



TITU (£ 

^GERALD L.K. SMITH, with 
U AMERICA FIRST PARTI r- ' 




WHICH M«>OC 



4/30; 5/6 ,8-12, 




hies 



CHARACTER Or CAM 

INTERNAL "SECURITY - G 
S JDITION 



synopsis of facts: SKITH arrived at San Francisco 5-6-45 with , 
» wife and secretary. They resided at the '"' f 
Maurice Hotel* SMITH held one press 
conference and attempted to hold a second, C 
x " "but was prevented from doing so . He spoke 

■ .at three meetinge while in San Francisco and 
attempted to hold a fourth, hut the hotel 
canceled his lease on the meeting room* 
List of subject's telephone and correspondence 
oontacts obtained. SHITE and party left for 
Los Angeles, May 26, 1945. 
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Letters from Detroit to Director dated f* 
April 3 and 17, 1945^ - .>*'*' 

■ \ 

Report of Special Agent ^^^^ 
dated 5/5/45, at Los Angeles, 



Report of Special Agent 
dated 5/20/45, at Salt 
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AT $AN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA. 



j . On April 9, 1945, referenced letter from Detroit to the 
Director was received advising that GERALD L. X. SMITH was coming to 
San Francis oo to cover the United Nations Conference on International^ 
Organization and to. hold meetings under the sponsorship of the America 
Firslj Party at Oakland, California. Detroit requested that SMITH'S 
aotiVities while at San Francisco be covered by means of informants 
and tjhat Agents should not attend hie America First meetings. 
Pursuant to covering subject* s activi ties while ■ - - 
temp< 



4-. Sam CS.. 




__ On May 6,JL94 

L. iraSMTTH and BIOTA* ~~' 




hat Mr. and Mrs. GERALD 



_ _ _ vi _ J__« a mar* valro wir oj«h4'»__lJ _-_-- C_-_i 

Francisco, afc 6i60 A.M., and by means of survelllanoe they ascertained 
that 




_ stated that during the eal 

part of the afteraoo^^h^t. Franois Hotel SMITH teleghonioally 
attempted to contaci^|| ft but was unsuccessful. ' few&s 

reported to be stayin^f^RWalace Hotel, tf ^^Hs offioe 

with a copy of his surveillanoe record and tfl.^^^^^S^^'etained in. 
the San Pi-one is co files. -..-■■; 



^tO 



±7S> 







- 2 . 



;; ' .*£&' . 



;:-*'j/^»-<ic'-w/ 



t ■* 






» « " • 

San Francisoo ?ile #100-19058 



San Franoisoo his activities iter* 
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On Kay 8, 1945,^^Badvised thtt SMITH and his party moved 
from the ?alonar Hotel to^^e Maurice Hotel, 761 Post Street, where 
they obtained room* 1201 and 1202 for the duration of their visit at 
San Franoiaoo. SMITH'S normal daily procedure was to go to the 8t» 
Francis Hotel to obtain hia mail at approximately 10s 00 A.M. Here he 
would visit In the lobby and later would proceed to the Palace Hotel 
trhere he would mako his headquarters fcr tiost of his buainesa* Late 
each day he would return to the Maurice Hotel, but moat of his business 
was transacted in the lobbies of the St, Francis or the Palace Hotel. 

On May 9, 1 945 ,^HB advised that subject held a press 
conference in the Garden Boost of the Palace Hotel. As a result of the 
conference, extensive articles appeared in the New York Post, 
Conference edition, printed in San Francisco, and the San Francisco 
Chronicle, Those articles reflected that SMITH gave out a miraeographed 
press release and answered questions for prsss representatives. The 
articles reported that SMITH was against slave labor, Britain, Russia, 
France, China f Secretary STETTINIUS, San Frenoiaco, IJNCIO, Hotel St. 
Franois, the people of /Detroit, and many other things.. He was reported 
favorable to BURTON K^tfmEEI£R." Copies of tiese newspaper articles 
were obtained and are being placod in tho Son, Francisco file* 

idvised that on May 10, 1945, subject had been in 
contact witii the unofficial delegation from Xcrea, l&ftlX&i£EtJS t and 
Dr. SYNGMON^IHEE, both of whom resided at tho Maurice note!,- Room 410. 
The details of the oont a ot s^ere not knownjothe^^^^mant, however, 
it is known that SMITH met GAVREA0 through^ J a printer 

at_Flint, Michigan, and a close follower ofSltfTH^JI^Bdvised that 

.eft Son Francisco on route to Los Angeles somSSme during the 
May 13 to May 20, and that on May 16, 1945, he sont night 
letters to several Congressmen stating that President TRD1IAN baa been 
informod of a secret agreement made at Yalta regarding Korea. Ho said 
in the night lottor that_the agreement was tha* Koroa was to bo given 
to Russian domination and that he was positive of his souroes which 
ha£ boon uncovered" at San Francisco. Ho said that this Yalta agreement 
was signed by tho Unitod Statos and Groat Britain at STALIN 1 s roquost. 
On sovoral ocoasions SMITH has mado rcforcnoe to this sooret Yalta 
agreement. ■ 
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On Ifay 10, J.9 

contact with Reverend JO 



tin a oloso 







PERKIbs crea 



______ Together SMITH and 

stian Pastors Committee. 



On May 12, 1945, PERKlSS went to the Mark Hopkins Hotel and- 
rented the Don Ballroom for a meeting of the Pastors Conmittee on 
May 17, 1945, but he failed to- !• ell the Mark Hopkins Hotel that SMITH 
was to he the speaker. SMITH hod -notation cards printed reflecting , 

that he would speak an "Liberty in P3uanoe n . . 

» 

On lfcy 13, 194i : at 3t30 P.M. S_ITH held a meeting at Room 261, 
St, Francis Hotel, under the auspices of tL^California Pastors Committee, 



that SMITH spoke at this meeting stating thati 

the Big Five are exploiting the smaller national 

The Russians are very crude and unChristianj 

He does not beliove the German atrocities as reported 

are truej / 

Amerioan soldiers are suffering mora in Russia than 

they were in the hands of the Germans ; 

STALIN would not believe that ROOSEVELT had died and 

sent a representative to view his body. STETTI NIUS 

had to give STALIN a signed statement that ROOSEVELT. 

was actually dead. 

i ..-.-.. 

SMITH also commented that he wished he had his old America 
First bodyguard since the press had proved to be very hostile at the 
press oonforenoo. He said that his good America First bodyguard had 
been drafted while the Jews still walk the streets in civilian olothes. 



J?00 



1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

6. 



On MayJ^ Mark Hopkins Hotel retained PEWffisS 1 : 
check to him, J (and stated that thoy would not rent tho 

Don Ballroom toxn^wuilornla Pastors Committee since the hotel was 
not advised that SMITH was to bo the sppakor. SMITH immediately made 
a press release stating that GEORGE TOSMITH, manager of the Mark 
Hopkins Hotel was profano and abusive when he returned the ohook to 
PERKIB9. SMITH blamed Socretary of State SIETTINITJS and "certain 
foreign representatives" for the action of the Mark. Ho said that tho 
State Department is afraid to have tho following discus sedi 
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1. The truth about Korea and the secret deal made at Yalta* 

2. The true TYLER/4CEHT story* 

3* The Pearl Harbor situation and the KHOffiLL-SHORT mystery. 

S3JITH made the following statement in his press release* 

"The same serpentine ;x>lioY which denies my people a meeting 
under the sponsorship of a oonraittee of gospel preachers the right to 
assemble has effected among other df..* graceful events the following? 

*1. They have betrayed Christ 4 u? Poland, ' .- 

"2. They have made a laughing stuck of the Atlantio (barter. 

"3* They have sold Korea, a nation of 30 million Christians , 
down the river to JOE STALIN . 

: ""4* They have appeased the savages of Russia* 

"5* They have permitted foreign politicians, saturated with 
intrigue, to so influence our S^ate Department as to deny by its __ 
influence and pressure our right of free assembly.. 

"6* They have betrayed Lithuania • 

: j '^ "7. They have dared to ask our nations to share sovereignty 

; with Russia, who refuses to permit our reporters free range in the 

Baltics and the Balkans . n 

} j A copy of this press release is being retained in the 

San Francisco file. 

Reverend PERKINS also made a press release regarding the 
cancelation of the lease of tho ballroom stating that, "We have just 
begun to fight** 



On May 14, 1945, SHITE held a meet^^^jbell Hall, 14th )^)Q 

;|£|p and Harrison Streets, Oakland, California. ■ Jthat there . «* ' 

'$&$?& were approximately 35 people present, most o^wnomwore elderly women. 

■i$M$£ Si!ITH distributed the "Cross and the Flag" and went into a tirade 

;; : >^' ; 'J : against government regulation in war-time and the OPA* He talked at 

'.,;■"':< groat length about his son, his wife, and his son 1 s difficulties. 
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stated that SMITH was extremely disappointed be cause of 

which waa arranged by a 





that on May 17 , 1945, subject wrote a letter to 
persons Wno had oeen invited to his Mark Hopkins Hotel meeting stating 
that the internationalists had prevented a meeting and that, the truth 
of the situation would be told at Ebell Hall on May 24, 1945. On the 
same day SIHTH made a prass TQiszeo that he would hold a meeting in 
the Mark HopkinsHotel lobby ev^n though he had been denied the use of 
the hall. ■ Rthut at 7 *20 V..M. SMITH arrived at the Mark 

Hopkins Ho^^^^^^^W^ w*.± e and aeope-'„iry t They had dinner at the 
hotel, and at approximate./ 8:00 P,K, tlvire were T.OO people in the 
lobby, fifty per cent of vrhom were n Ha th& Mother d 1 and American 
First ere. When SMITH come from the dining room these people crowded 
around him, causing a disturbance in the lobby, Within five minutes 
7ir. SUITH, the manager of the hotel, approached GERAUftuiTH and^asked 
him to leave because of the confusion he was oau sing. SMITH made no 
protest but spoke in a loud voioe so that all oould hear> and stated 
as follows* "Amorioa First is for free people and not giving England 
and Russia all of America's monoy", SMITH paused in front of the hotel 
and within a few minutes the crowd again gathered around him* SMITH 
again made the some statement 'and crossed the street, entering the 
Fairmont Hotel- He pausod in the lobby longNenovgh again for the 
crowd to gather, and finally loft in a taxi. m^iJ.e nj^ the Fairmont 
someone was heard to ask SUITE if his son supportx^mim, to which he 
anaweredt "one hundred per oent n . Ho told VICTOJf*ftI£SSL, columnist 
for the Now York Post that he wanted publicity on the cancellation of 
the meeting. 

On May 18, 1945, subject sent a speoial delivery letter to 
Seoretary STETTHJIUS ask^^iimif he pro vented his meeting at the 
Hark Hopkins Hotel, 'm fcthct tho State Department was answer- 

ing tho letter throu^^omoiowor official. 

^^^^^^^^^ that on May 20/1945, SMITH attended a mooting 
of the DonSnaTed Hatioj^jn^Worl^Peaoe at the Congregational Churoh 
Post and Mason. ■ ^was present and tho meeting_jnSs 

lod by Reverend m!vS?SiSkSa^^hSuMODAK and KILSOO K^fiAAR wore also 
speakers. All of the spooches were on the enemies of peace which were 
listed as i (l) Matorialism, (2) Racism, and (3) Paternalism. HAAR._ 
spoko for Korea, RADQ2£AG0E?|jX\R0ESMAN spoko for tho Dutch East Indies, 
and RICHARD B^MOORE spoko for the British West Indies. JTJLIB&IN TO __ 
"l^SDUkwas also present. After tho speeches SMITH mixed with^thoso 
leaders and talked at groat longth with some. 



\>n^ 



\>ns> 



l?£> 



1 






- 6 - 



■>% 



. " "*'■'<.* 



v r.-^'^rr- 






m 



*~*1 



**■*■ 


-i 


*"■ 


! 

_ i 


■^-T 


.1 


.gj. 


J 


3-^S 


i~* 


"-;;■,■ 


fc. -* 


•^ 


&i 


-_ 


"i 


L 


"! 


• "W'J"' "f 


■X". 


■; 


;'-'' - ' : ; 


. •<■"- 




". *' 




'-'.i 


'• '■> 






• . '■> 






~~- . 


--* 


^s 


-■■}! 









r^i 



>aii Fri 



9 

*San" Francis oo File #100-19063 




J*^lsay 24, 1945, SMITH spoke at Ebell Hall, Oakland, California. 

this office with a complete transcript of the subject's - 
"was substantially the same as the speech given at Salt h 7 J) 
Lake . City, In addition SMITH made the following statement i 

"Well, I fre, SMIT H and I came on out, after the conference 
began, and arrived* here about 7*30 cne Sunday morning. We, thought that 
we had waited long enough for the whiskey to have been entirely oon- 
aumed, but upon our arrival wt ^cre informed that the Russians had 
brought a whole shipload, and u.at the whiskey is still pouring in 
sizable quantities (laughter), Tne 3-itUn are oharging us millions / 
of dollars to transport our soldier? * : o Sarope to fight their battles. 
We are paying the British #46^000,000 re**> :;'or the use of Indian 
airports. We spent bill.l-ms of dollars ouilding Airports in the 
Ilediterranean that we cannot even use today since we do not have the 
permission of tha British authorities ■. It '.s such things as these that 
I, have come here to tell you and it is no wonder that every effort, has 
been made sinoe I arrived to keep me quiet and to- prevent me from 
telling the truth. But I will tell you the truth and I will give you 
the fact, even though the Hark Hopkins a week age tonight canceled my 
meeting. The British empire wants a weak China, so as to oontinue 
their imperialistic polioy. 1 3 it any wonder, thru, that I do not 
want to share our nationalist policy with the Brilish empire. 

"Before oomlng out here I wrote a letter to every major, 
first-class hotel in San Francisco asking for a place to stay. Every 
hotel answered my letter, and reported that they had no rooms for mo, 
but that the State Department had taken over thei: hotel • So then I 
wrote to the State Department and asked for a bed. .And you know what 
their answer was. This did not moke me mad, for I thought maybe that 
since we were being hosts, we had in tvpical American fashion given our 
best to our guests. So Hrs* SLETH and I came on out,- and having stayed 
at the St. Franois Hotel many times in the past, we went immediately 
to that hotel early that Sunday morning* You should have seen what 
happened then. The beys came tearing out from every oorner, following 
me, reading newspapers, walking back and forth in front of me» Then 
It suddenly dawned on me that the St, Francis Hotel was being occupied 
by the Russians, and you know the Russians are suspioious of everyone. 
You know they won T t even trust the cooks in the St. Francis Hotel, so 
it is understandable why the Russians won't trust GERALD SMITH. 

"So Mrs. SMITH and I set out to find a bed. Finally, before 
nightfall, we found a third-class hotel, and, since it was clean, we 
to^k up our initial residenoe there. The hotel was distinctly low-class. / 
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We took a hasty look under the sheets to see if anything ran. There 
were no conveniences. The elevator would break down every few minutes , 
and it was not at all satisfactory. Still wo did not get mad, for 
where I come from people believe in sleeping on the floor when company 
comes. However, by an aggressive program of application and with the 
help of our friends here, we finally managed to get a first class hotel 
room, and we moved in. 

"The first tima I roa..ly got mad was on. the following day, 
Honday. It was then thac I fc*.id out in the Palace Hotel that all the 
Communist reporters were here at our expej.3 3 and ocoupying whole 
suites of rooms at the expense of yeu tax^a^era. 

"Well, it was a personal esbttjcn of rile to hold a meeting 
In UOLOTOV^a hotel A and tu hold anotlur meecing U\ WINCHELL* s hotel. 
And incidentally about WINCHELL I can never hopo to equal him, - You 
know he got his start by peeping on drunks and blackmailing them, and 
now he has a whole network of radio stations at his disposal each 
week. You may ask me a question, how low may a country sink? And I 
tell you that it sinks to the very lowest depth w'^an a clean-cut 
courageous young man like LIND3ERGH can be blasphened and critioifed 
by such a scheming stinking scoundrel as WINCHELL When we havd such 
a fine, clean boy who represent i everything American and who becomes 
a national hero, and when we allow that boy to be criticised and lied 
about, and when we allow our president to take hi.-; commission away, 
and elevate at the same time a peeping torn like W. r NCHELL, that in 
itself should alarm every thinking American. 

"So, the third day here, we held a meeting in MOLOTOV's 
hotel, at the St. Franois. At the same time M0L0TOV was giving a big 
cocktail party next door, and the whiskey an cooktails were flowing 
freely. And would you believe it, there are some people in San Fran- 
cisoo that would have us share our sovereignty with those savages from 
Russia. When Russia got close to Warsaw, the British told the Polish 
underground to rise up and look what happened. A little further along 
when things got too hot for us and we refused to recognixe the iAiblln 
leaders, Stalin said, pick out 16 of the leaders and send them to me 
to negotiate. Tonight those 16 men are in jail to be tried on some 
fictitious charge. Perhaps they are dead. This I tell you is pure 
savagery. Yet the press will criticise me for giving you these facts. 

"A nationalist is one who believes that out government should 
remain in Washington, D. C. (applause). There is a coterie of 
individuals in San Franoisco who believe there should be a world 
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organitation with all types of persona represented there. There will 
be a few Russians, Englishmen, Arabs, Indians, and one Amerioan. There 
has to always be one Amerioan there so that he oon write the cl^eok 
(laughter). 

"I will tell you what is the whole meat of Dumbarton Oaks 
and the San Francisco Conference. It is simply to get their foreign 
hands on our treasury and to let flow more blood of our boys, -without 
the consent of our Congress* Amerioan Nationalists are opposed to this* 

"Supposing that IXuriborton Oaks is good, and I won f t suppose. 
I tell you that no deal should be worked o-t regarding the future 
security of our country until our bcya are back-, The Conference is a 
flop. STETTINIUS ran off the other any in a panio to get TRUMAN, and 
TRUMAN incidentally is going to moko a. pretty good President (applause), 

"I am opposed to any deal that will cost any more lives to 
save the British empire. I am opposed to any deal that will get us 
into the oonflict between the British empire and Russia. But I tell 
you if you want to pray tonight go home and kneel down, and thank Qod 
that WALLACE is not our President tonight (applause)." 

******** 

During the speech StTITH read a manuscript entitled, "A 
Message from Son Francisco" . addressed to "Dear Follow American, and 




-J>7£ 



"Russia insists on full sway in China, and permitting this 
for Russia would be the end of pro-Christian government in China and 
the begiijming of a program of Red terror. The behavior of Communists 
at San Francisco shows that we dare not share our sovereignty with 
Russia. We already have enough truth available regarding the 
Conference to convert its original intentions when presented to the 
United States Senate later. No one is permitted to mention Christ 
at the Conference because it might offend the pagans and anti-Christians 
who are at the Conference." v- 
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In this speech at Ebell Hall SMITH went through hi* Yersion 
of the TYLER K ENT s tory and hia experience at IXunbarton Oaks, aa 
report ed~Th hia transcript of the Salt Lake City a pee oh. IXiring tha 
a pee oh SHITH stated that an employee of the State Department atole a 
paper from the file a of the Department which oonoluaively proved the 
aeoret deal at Yalta in which Korea was a old out to Rub a ia. He stated 
that a copy of thia dooument ia in the handa of fiAVREAU^ who ia mexxtiooed 
in this report aa having been^^contaot with Siffilaoon after hia 
arrival at San Francisco* | J that SOC paople attended the « 

meeting at Ebell Hall. Joet jf SP*3« "eojle were low-olaaa elderly 
women* At the end of the mex^^^ar^^clleotion waa taken up. 
The transcript of SMITH' c epojch B p and the letter 

entitled "A MeSEae-e from 3an Pi ancl^^^rTeing retained in the San 
Franoiaco files. 
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addresses 
Francis oo • 
Francis oo. 



GArfield 1801 
EXbrook 2602 
Exhrook 1602 
Market 2703 
Douglas 0605 
LAkehurst 2-4505 

Graystone 8605 
Exbrook 8906 

WAlnut 2506 
MArket 2506 



EXbrook 8606 




a list o^' telephone numbers vith names and 
-^-—with which subject had contact while at San 
ers wer* oalled by SLUTH while he waa in San 



The Travis Radio Press Service 

Not a working line. 

Pacific Publishing Coapany, B90 Folsom St, 

r r Vft I^ ftdar . 122 9 th Sir eat 




lipping /.iainittration, now listed as 



for 




was pr obabl; 
Tho resided wit! 
WRiie ox * San Francis oo » ) 
Palace Hotel (Calls, 
vrero probablj 
•*ecup5.dd 



^ 



<y 




Hataon Navigation Company j 
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EXbrook 3906 

QRdway 4007 
Tukun 0S08, 

Sonoma 109 
WEst 7010 

SUtter 5010 
GArfield 1112 
DOuglas 6112 
DOuglas 1212 
llArket 2713 
L EEmlock 1614 

EAyview 6414 

KEllogg 2-8615 
QRdway 6616 

J v f \0Rdway 4916 
' DOuglas 1617 

GRaystone 9818 
DOuglas 6820 
8Utter 4321 
EXbrook 4221 

ORdvray 7222 

ORdway 5823 
SUtter 2424 
TUxedo 6424 
EXbrook 0924 
SUtter 2428 
LOmbard 1029 
Los Altos 2630 
SUtter 5030 
YUkon 2131 
EXbrook 3931 



Room 




/ 

upied by 

Suite 7001. occu pied 
and 



Yo Semite Park and Curry Company , 39 Geary 
Strr-* '" ' * N 



PeyiiSe. Ino* .^travel company), 741 





Watmaugh District 

Assemblies "«£ £od of Northern California, 
Nevada- Dis^rArs. 1473 Ell is Street 




ran Frari^i s co ""ynToui"oie 
Bank of America, 300 Montgomery Street 
Southern Pacific Railroad 
The Leader 




Bauer Schweitzer Hop and Malt Company, 

530 Chestnut"' Street 

Thrift Cleaners, 766 Post Street' " 

New York Life Insurance Company 

West* 




.eoners, 985 Post Street 
Or in Knight Chemical Company, Russ Bldg. 
San Francis'co Examiner .. 
Room 808 ( 




irioune for 

St. Francis Hotel ^ 

V* S« Navy; Treasure Island 
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TRinidad 5632 

Fillmore 7532 
DOuglas 8633 
EXbrook 3434 
DOuglas 6936 
SEabright 5037 
GArfield 6S38 
Lombard 6-8339 
EXbrook 3039 
SUtter 4040 
UNderhill 6740 
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The Pentaooatal Assembly, 5371 "62nd 
~'^reet. Oakland. California 





'acme ureynou: 
Mark Hopkins Hotel 
India-China Jradi: 




es # Z01 Pine Street 
any. 268 Market St, 



er St. 



'•.oahBIs-caphyoioaV Book Shop, 
R^os Brothers Department Store 
Chicago Tribuue 
Frank Wes ji jr J- -zraany, 874 Uarket Street 
S-cate -Mid Lopuranoi Company 



U. S t 



249 1st St, 



l^ 




«ioria-iUae insurance Company, <*e>o uaxir. St. 
Cctholio Information Canter, 107 Golden Gate 

AA Day and Niflht S^ho./r&t)hBr Sai hH<mi' " 
and 

Sir TrancTsTra 



33KI5.ro. 



address while in San Francisco) 



n, 814 Market 




Concerts/ Inc., 165 Kearny 
St> JPaulirbs Lutheran Churoh. 999 Eddv St, 



irchbichop of San Francisco, 100 Franklin St, 

GoIdsn_Gato tfewv 




Glad Tidings Temple and Bible Institute/ 
1441 Ellis Stceet " 
Southern Pacific Railroad 
As^iicAated Press ' * . . 
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Fillmore S278 
EXbrook 3479 
GArfield 0479 

WEst 0479 

PRospect 0679 

DOuglaa 7186 

SUtter 2487 

OLympio 2687 (Los Angel ea) 

ORdway 5087 

ORdway 83 88 
ORdway 3291 - 
EXbrook 7491 
Palo Alto 9993 

ORdway 8496 
ORdway 9898 - 
DOuglae 0099 
EXbrook 8600 

(Slay s ton 8700 
TBuplebar 6800 



SUtter 6400, 
EXbrook 6700 
GRaystone 3600 
GArfield 9600 
GArfield 8700 



, . S 




Suckley and Curtain Printers 

La Millinery. 212 Stockton, operated 




Epartmem 

Sunlight liundry, 720 Post Street 
Nicholas Johnston Studio, 140 Geary Street 
International News fce_rvioe ,. ■ 

■Jhis call wa8 a»de for Mr, JONATHAN 




U 



corporation, 
K^^jfl^^nrnia 

vhis aaaress) 



that he 




that 
owing 



nsdei to Palace Hotel) 

National Broadcasting Corporation 

S-;., &ark Hotel, Oakland California 

(Ca ljl p robably made t 
io reside at 
re Inge Department SUore 
ban Frar.j'isco Stnrs 
Belevue Hotel 
Fred Solari'e Restaurant 
Pacific States Steel Company, 
Rialto Building 

a purveillonce of the subject reflected 
cor.tActn* 



l+o 



On May 8.' 1945, at :.;30 P,1U SMITH had lunch with HOLER 



GEORG 



rE/ 



■FOSTER at Fiber's Cafeteria, 366_Geary Street/ 



On May 10, 1945, subject met with ■ J at the 

Maurice Hotel at 4:15 P. II, Tl-is meeting was^lgarBH^nloDtaining 
of a meeting hall in San Francisco. On the same' day SMITH was in 
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contact with an indijidUil at the India-China Trading 
^Street. J§jlJi||that this ^^^T^, 
who ia active in^hTF?eTTndia movement in an attempt 
Indian problem before the UMCIOi 




/ 



On Hay 10. I946ysaiTH was visited by 
the Maurice Hotel*" On May 11, 1946, Reverend JO^ 
™ with SMITH. -PERSISS was also in close oont 

— minister, Pasadsna, California! however, 
was never seen "with SMITH. ^'~ 
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^ at 

PERKINS was in 
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Washington, D, C« 

Box 404, Brooklyn Station + "Tashiri^on, D. C» 

/ Congresswoman CLAIRE EitfHoFFS&N, Nationalist r News Servloe, 
Post Offioe Box 4407, riro rklyn Station, Washington, D. C. , 
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ing the le 

Mothers • 
Blue St ar 
Blue 5t 



^^^^^^ that _L ILL IAN PARXS_to whom subjeot wrote regard- 
er of J« E DGAR EOOVEHTiTTiead of the National Blue Star 
is al^o-one of the leaders of the^ffatio nal 
ch sTrganization is not to be oonfused with the 
Jfothers, GERALD L. K. SIS^H has been in olose oontaot - with 
and Pi 




On May 24, 1945, SMITH made a press release stating that 
sensational facts had come to his attention and that he would therefore 
interview the press at 2i00 P-K*, May 25, 1945, at the lobby of the 
Palaoe Hotel since all hotels had r biased to lease their rooms to 
SMITH* He stated that if he were ejected he would make his statements 
at any place where he would ,bu pernittod to stop long enough to do so« 
A copy of this press release ic bein^ retained in the Son Francisco 
files. 

On May 25, 1945, SLF.TE went to the Palace Hotel where he had 
lunch in the Garden Court, Upon completion of his lunch he walked to 
the lobby where he began pass n^ out the following typewritten statement! 
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"FOB IMMEDIATE RELEASE Palaoe Hotel, San Francisco, 

: : * - May 25, 1945 

STATEMENT BY GERALD L» K. SMITH 

RE 

SAN FRANCISCO UKITED .1*TI0N3 CONFERENCE AND' 

KI20RED SUBJECTS 

"(Notei Smith ia the National Dii ec-bo? of the America Firat Party. 
Spokesman for 21 Nationalist src^pe., Is observing and reporting the 
Conference for 81 periodicals he is preparing a confidential report 
for six members of the United Ftataa Senate and seventeen members of 
the Lower House of Congress). 

Direct Quotesi 

"The Communist Party never disbanded. It has been underground and i» 
now preparing to coma out in ax open fight against President Truman 
and his poiioies. I assert, upon the authority of Hsgr. Fulton J» 
Sheen of Washington, D. C, that ths- Communists have been and will 
cooperate 100^ with the Nasi underground in the Western Hemisphere. 
They. have established headquarters in Mexico City* They are using as 
their Western Hemisphere propagandists not only native Nazi- Communists, 
but Communists who fled Spain i These Spanish Reds, wno are cooperating 
with Negrin, are valuable because they know the Spanish language, so 
necessary in South Amerioa. Negrin, Browier and their ilk are preparing 
to undermine the Republics of 'J'-rj Vfsstern Hemisphere, which, of course, 
includes the Church. 

"My observations here and elsewhere; convince me vhat Russia never 
intended to sincerely cooperate * Tnc Incident involving the 16 Poles 
and the controversy inspired V 5enD.-. at Ti^o was intended purposely to 
torpedo any attempt to unite the ne.tions of the world for peace. 
Russia does not want peace. Jho rants a European revolution as well 
as a Western Hemispheric revo'orbien. . The statements coming out of 
Paris, Milan and Berlin froa. ■'.•OEmunist leaders simultaneous with the 
arrival of Negrin in the Uni ; ;"-c States , as well as the . threatening 
statement issued by Earl Brow "ei maans that the time has oome when 
every loyal American must bra^e aimself to fight the Communist menaoe. 

* • » 
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"Racism* I do not preach raoism. Accusations to the oontrary hare 
originated with Communists in the hope that they can inspire minority 
groups to cooperate with them in their Tight on all anti-Communist 
organisations • These Reds have been so successful that many journalists 
and rank-and-file oititens actually believe that I preach racism* The 
accusation is false* I urge the representatives of minority groups at 
San Francisco to survey the technique of the Reds in this respect* 
The Reds are the ones that will introduce racism into the politioal 
fight. I believe that any attack on any man because of his raoe or 
creed is un-American and un-Christian. 

* * * 

11 1 assert that the State Department knows and is in possession of a 
document confirming the fact that our representatives at Yalta agreed 
to give Korea to Stalin in return for certain cooperation* 

• * * 
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"I accuse the Russians of virtually attempting blackmail on the nations 
of the world because of whet th.9y consider to be their strategic 
position as it relates to the Orient* 

n I accuse the Russians of refusing to help us whip the Japs until we 
have agreed to junk the regime of Chiang Kai-shek in China. I accuse 
the Russians through their Communist International, which they falsely 
said was dissolved, of having precipitated the July election in 
Britain, Stalin wants to get rid of Churchill because Churchill is 
ant i -Communist, Although I ha ve a lway s be sn criti cal o f Britain 1 s 
impe riali st ic policies , I favor any cooper ction~rith Churchill that 
will help h:,m sten the rising tide- >£ Stalinism in Britain* 

"I do not accept the political x-hilo. ; ->phy of Franco, but I do know 
that Franco has the oo operation cf -he Church, and I am convinced that 
the Ne grin, movement and the so-called Froe Spanish Hovomont are 
inspired by Stalin's Fifth Co .urn organisation in the TJnited States* 

°I accuse the Russians ar,d th American CoTununist Party, in cooperation 
with the Nasi underground ir ho Y'estern Hemisphere, of conspiring in 
Mexico City recently to torpoa: chis Conference and then blame it on 
the Nationalists. 

n I accuse the Communists and ^!ieir cabal of having infi Iter ed the* State 
Department to the end that they have hindered Nationalist periodicals* 
including some of the great daily newspapers in their attempts to get 
news con corning proceedings* 
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"I assert that Russia is oooperatihg with the Gorman citizenry and Is 
preparing to arm the Germans In their plan to oonnmnire Europe, I 
ohallenge the Russians to deny the faot that former Nazi military 
officers are conspiring with Russian officials in this strategy* 
This is one of the reasons for the so-oalled" complete news blaokout 
on the Russian side of the former German territory. It must be 
remembered that no German city was tner boaibed by Russians, I cannot 
forget that recently ksgr 3 Fulton <J> Sheen, eminent authority in the 
Catholic Church, said* 5 The true materialist! o Uasis hare been 
oooperating with the Russian Contra mist a all through the war 1 * 



* Concerning the pro*posed Chart ers I am convinced that U* S* Senator 
Arthur Vandenberg is too much of "a statesman to ask the Senate to 
approve anything that would resemble a" coaly th; original Dumbarton 
Oaks Flan* Stalin will never sirre^dei' his right of vet 3* He knows 
that Russia is planning to do things that rot one Republio in the 

Western Hemisphere, unless it would be Mexioo, would approve* 

i 

"Stettinius should resign immediately. His original appointment was 
only on the assumption that he woui.d (?•-> Roosevelt : 3 will, the late 
President being, in fact, his vm Ss-oretary of State, Now that we have 
r a President who seems willing to divide authority, Stattinius should 

~-V~ be. replaced by someone who has spent a lifetime familiarizing himself 

^J with world problems, 

:■.- ^ *A World Charter on the order of Chrpultepeo would be satisfactory to 
w**!?f most Nationalists, National lets by and large favor cordial relation- 
%'i ships with all nations : provide! wi are not asked to shore sovereignty 

n j}A provided we are not acked +\> sli^d blood *nd money frithout the 
direct coiaent of the Congreas of the United States as it relates to 
every such r ot * 



J "I assert that an Amerloan-nuc 4 © OGPu" has operated in San Francisco for 
I the expre3fi purpose of folio,;:. -15, shadowing and curbing the activities 
7 of all Nationalists and the rfiure33ntutives of all newspapers, large 

I • and small, whose editorial polioy r-.1E.-3 contrary to Statin's plans. 



"We Nationalists grieve over J ^e terrible hold Communism has on our 
Nation, but we are encouraged to believe that our Senate will never 
adopt a Charter which supports certain secret deals at Yalta and the 
■*i^| Dumbarton Oaks plan. 
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n Uy persecution and the attempt on the part of journalists and other 
propagandists to ridicule our aincere expressions of opinion indicate 
two things i (l) That some journalists have been duped by the Red 
line t (2) Others are a paid part of their expensively organised 
propaganda campaign*" 

******** 

I SMITH made no attempt to speak while handing out the above 

r statement, but several police officerc were present and after handing - 

i out several copies of the press release he was asked by the manager to 
i leave the lobby of the hotel* SMITH went into the street, followed by 
£ the crowd, where he began to speak, but several police offioers 

approached saying, "The meeting is over n . SMITH left without further 

trouble. 



On May 26, 1945, at 8)00 A,M., J B SMITH and 

hispartyleft San Francisco for Los Angeles as originally plannedt 
fl Bthat SMITH has stated on several occasions that he 

;■'•"-(.? expeotsxoreturn to San Francisco after his Los Angeles meetings. 

I | Jthat he is writing a oomplete report on all of 

; SMITH'S activities while in San Francis oo and that this report may 

^j include contacts of S MITH which have not already been given to this 

office* ■ pthat he would furnish this offioe with a copy 

,V":| • of this reporT!^^^ 

I During SMITH'S visit at San # Franoisco the proas was hostile 

r and unfavorable to him. An article in the New York Post, Conferenoe 

t edition, on May 1, 1945, reported that SMITH attempted to get press 

1 credentials for tie Conference for himself -and his news service, 

£ brt had been refused by the S-p.te Eepartment. The New York Pos^^ 

■'I Conferenoe edition, of April 25, 1945, in an artiole by VICTOBj^ISEL,' 

~j reported that the isolationists were expected at San Franoisoo, 1 

■'-.. including Senator YJHEELER and ex-Senator NYE who were expected to 

■*?_■ address America First damonst rations. 

..*--■ 

-■■*\ Oa April 28, 1945, XISEL had another artiole advising! 

"Isolationist orcwd moves in on Parley*.. This article stated that 
■?$££ HOMER MAEFwTZ had arrived and tiiat he was working with SERALD L, £• 

$g?J SMITH who had promised that NT*) and WHEELER would be here for support* 

Wj* On May 4, 1945, the San Francisco Chronicle oarr led a small 

%■*?■ ' editorial on Mr. SMITH stating that the Conferenoe is not the place 
for causes and that this went for SMITH also. 
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SCOTT NECTHAU* wrote an article published in the Chronicle 
on May B, 1945, stating that SMITH had arrived and had announced t 
"The Conference is the fir at step toward war. We must not surrender our 
national sovereignty. The Communists, Russians, and the Imperialistic 
British are playing us for saps. We do not trust the Son Francisco 
setup. We believe it to be dominated by JOSEPH STALIK. The Conference 
is a failure". 

On May 14, 1945, the Hew York Post printed on article stating 
that SMITH invited all but the Russians to his meeting at the Mark 
Hopkins Hotel on May 17, 1945, which wus under the auspices of the 
California Christian Pastors Co;amit-5ee„ 

On May 15, 1945., the New York ?o?t, Conference edition, 
printed another article on SMITH seating that he was able to put the 
"finger" on Senator VANDENBERGo SMITH said he know VANDENBERG T s 
constituents and they will defeat him for ."selection if he approves 
of the things the Conference is expected to approve 

On May 16, 1945, the Post printed a small article stating 
that the Mark Hopkins Hotel had tossod SMITH out. The Chronicle and 
the San Francisco Examiner also reported SMITH'S ejection from the Mark 
Hopkins Hotol in small second p'-go articles. The only other articles 
appearing in the San Francisco pre3S were in a column entitled "Memos 
to the Editor from DELAPHANE" T^arding a pair of pants or coat SMITH 
sent out to be pressed and which ho claimed wore returned burnod. 
DELAPHANE also reported SMITH 1 3 ! 'poor show ... in the Palace lobby • 
• • ." DEIAFHANE mentioned .F.3?iy/TA L5GA NT as SMITH'S secretary and ■ 
said he askod her if her joe vu*. for dough cr for "labo:c love". 
LEGANT ans"wjred hin "labora lov**. 

Pursuant to instructions ^o.t tho Detroit Field Division, 
no surveillance or active investigation was conducted of SMITH* s 
activities by Bureau Agents* *.-e-A*r&$o was entirely through informants. 
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THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 

A T LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA * Will follow SMITHS aotivities 
at Los Angeles and will advise San Ffanoisco Field Division when he 
returns to San Francisco. 



THE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION 



AT SAN FR ANCISCO, CAHFQ?.NIa .< Upon receipt of the complete 
report offl M^viil report any additional £? 9-P 

infoni^tio^TrtiicJ^lsno^oonta^ieain this report. 



:>>;£ 
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Will also follow through inform? rr':8 any activities of SMITH 
upon his return to San Francis 00 • \ 
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al eTunrafi of Ittue _ 
Detroit, Michigan • . 




Director, FBI 




Re: IffiRAU) L. I. C BKETH 
™ MERICA FIRST PARTI 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SS)ITICW 



Dear Sir: 

This 
received fro; ^^__ 

whose identities are known to the Bureau, 
from June 1, 1945, to June 30, 1945. 

It is to be noted that no information was 
received from those informants due to the fact that the 
Subject of instant case has been out of town for the last 
two months and no activity has taken place at his office 
or home. However, in view of the fact that these informants 
will be valuable sources of information when the Subject ' 
does return, it is suggested that the services of these 
informants be continued. 
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Director, FBI 



-^* Jeral Bureau of Intrntigatfr -r 

w^nitpo § tat pb 9rpartm?nt of 9u*..*r* 

Detroit, Michigan 
July 10, 1944 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN \i UELASSIriED 
DATE-^^^-BY^a^^ 

Be: GERALD L. K^ SMITH, with aliases 

& AMERICA FUST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 
(Bureau file 62-43318) 




Dear Sir: 



tained f roi 
Bureau, for 



^^^hlfi^ft being set for* - 

>nffl ■ - 

t Yn^^p^^^W^W^^^^^^o^^uTy 6 



i?7i> 



h the substance of infoimation 6&- /jSf^ 
whose identity is known to the VjtfTp 



1944, inclusive. 






Informant advised Subject SMITH is sending flOO.OO to In- 
ternal Revenue to apply on a tax lien filed by the Internal Revenue Depart- 
ment against him and on July 6, 1944, Subject's wife planned to send a check 
for &300.00 to pay additional taxes. (Probably the balance due on the 
filed by Internal Revenue.) _ *^?> 



Len 



M- 



-^—-r fetat -ed Subject has had difficulty over a meeting place" 
in Chicago, IlfflfoTs, for his meeting on Sunday, June 25, and that it was 
necessary to change the meeting place to the Hamilton Hotel as the original 
meeting place, the Stevens Hotel, had refused the SMITH party. SMITH remarked 
that the meeting held in Chicago was a sen a^^^^^^e made the front page in 
the newspapers there. He_also arrange d foxfl Bto be in Chicago prior 

to the meeting and for ■ ■also 





Info man t related afl Bof the Ford Motor Company was 

attempting to have SMITH buy the backpage^r his publication as a tribute HANDi.F.r; . 
to FCRD and that he would reserve the back page for SMITH as "it would be a tTOP DES 



more prominent position. 
Leland Hotel, 
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stated Subject has rented the «fe& Room- pf*the 
! SH, Michigan, Friday, July 14, aft which tfM^tfe 
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Letter to the Director 

July 8, 1944 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G. et al. 



will hold a Detroit meeting for approximately 350 people. 



Informant advised Subject has been oontac 
the Fara ds t fty fclrf, Urs'SHBOWN 

Chicago, I 




.cte^b^^^^er 



or 



and ] ol( ^ 



SMITH has flecideri to f ^ht. TTCWEyy, and is planning to call a 
convention for the AMERICA FIRST PARTY at St, Louis, Missouri, some time in 
August to consider the wisdom of nominating a president and vice-president, 
and he is considering a possible change of his headquarters to Chicago, 

Illinois. 

Informant related SMITH had a COD package with $201,00 due 
which is probably the Winchell books, and also stated Subject had spent con- 
siderable time at Delavan, Wisconsin, which is the home of his mother. 

Very truly yours, 



^£Tl26 
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W, SAC 
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Inderal Curtail fat Intmtigation 
Mntteft StatrrHrpartoient of Iiutfrr 



Detroit, Michigan 
August 10, ±9kk 



Director, FBI 



o 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IT UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 'o/r/ r± BY s&tffig ^- 



Re: .GERALD L. K. SSQTH, was 

O AFRICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY 1£ATT£R 
SEDITION 
(Bureau file 62-43818) 

Dear Sir: 

ThroughB g, whose 

known to the Burfau^^CT?a^^»enascer^ined that the America 
First Party is holding a national convention in Detroit on 
August 29 and 30, 1944. 



Through 
is also known to 
Sub.ie 








whose identity 
en ascertained that the 
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Letter to the Director 
August 10, 1944 



Re: GERALD L. K. Si&TH, was 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY !ZATT£R 
SEDITION 
(Bureau file 62-43818) 




only. 



The foregoing is being submitted for your information 



lf)L 







is m,deio theMTL °V5 e St " LoUiS Field Wvi-ion, reference 

is ^dyyhyjiye^utfor your division in report of Soecial 

Mchil ^ ated JuIy 26 ' 19UU > at 



A* 



the lead set out. 



^J*" ** the ab ° Ve lnforfflati °^ ^u should disregard 
Very truly yours, 




R. A. GgjTXN, SAC 



cc - St. i^uis 
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August I!?, l?Ut 



v/ ^ John Edgar SooTer - Director, Federal Bureau of Inrtetigation 

OERALD U I. SOTH 

THE AK aiCi FIRST PAHTT 

SiTEBRAL-JBCOUTr 



Too will iftxll that sAoerdiag to imfowa*i< 
Smdth plans to hold a *aatlaoal eenventlon* of mis 
Detroit an 



, subject 
at 




In the m-M •actually attends the eonTentJon or ^7<> 

makes any sort of addreWfHMPeech, the Bureau wocld, of course, like to 
hare the benefit of any information concerning brr activities or efforts 
which you rjj be able to secure through your informants and sccrcs* of 
infonaation in this matter. fLomnrer, with reference to your general 
coverage of thie scheduled conrention, the Bureau desires that you exercise 
the utnost caution and discretion, especially inassmch as this particular 
meeUnc of the so-called America first Party la assertedly for political 
purposes. In aecurinfi information relatiYe to what takes place, it is 
euggested that you merely rely on your ©onfSdential sources an^lnfonanta 
whohave in the past apparently been able to &m you a complete and thorough 
corerage of Sudth'e activities. " ^^ 
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Director, FHI 
SAC, Detroit 
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E**^!* 
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subject: CBRAU) L. K. SffiTH, with aliases 




t)ATE; 



SfBCl^ 



& AMERICA FIfiST PARTT; 
IHTERMAL SBCURITT - 0; 
SBCDBITT MATTEE; 
SEMTIOI 
(Bureau fil© 62-43*1*) 






-■&*&?. & 



d b*k<5? t 





All the Detroit newspapers carried articles to the effect 
that at a Meting of the Detroit School Board ee August 8. 1944, Subject 
was granted permission to hold political rallies at the ■ortheji%igh School 

Auditorium on August 29 and 30. The Bureau has r « —MhcS?\ jjftii u d 7f 

the fact that the Rational Conrention of the AMERICA Fmf55BrR.ee be 
held in Detroit on these dates. ..*■■". - ■ *w«n»»«*w 

78SEP 11 194^ ^.gggim t 
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Letter to the Director 
dated August 12, 19^ 
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COrjCEfJTIAL 



through 
to the Bureau, It has 



to: GERALD L. I. SIOTH, with aliases; 

AMERICA FIRST PARTT; 
BTCERNAL SBCURITT - G; 
SBCURITT HATTER; SEDITICH 



oae identity is known ^> ?*> 
vention 
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The foregol^ 1. b.^ tubmi tU4 for lrfox»ation only. 
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9ehe ral Bureau of Intmtigotuin 
Wniteft States department of Jtutire 



Detroit, Michigan 
July 8 - 1944 
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Director, FBI 



mi 
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Re; GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 

O AMERICA FIRST PARTI 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 
(Bureau file 62-43818) 



Dear Sir: 






Reference ie iaade to Bureau letter dated June 27, 1944, re- 
questing the Detroit Field Office to furnish t he Washington Field Office with 
information in the Detroit files pertaining to! 



In the regor^^^^Djcial AgentJ W dated March 27, 

1944, at Detroit, it appears* V contacteffiuDjecffiMlTH, hai 

recommended to SMITH by u^ ^^^ BBM^EV of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
[allegedly was the ghost writer for Miss RANKIN of Montana in her 




''■"-':''''1i: 



isolationist Congressmen* 



quantities by seven 



>ING 



In a letter from the St, Louis Field Di-uision to the 
Bureau da^ 31^^^^nformation obtained through a surveillance 
indicates! ■bidB •made some very pointed comments about the FBI 

and both d^^^^HRs na^^ffle^art in a SMITH convention and urged SMITH to 
accept the nomination for president of the AMSRIDA FIRST Party and to hold 
a convention nominating the candidate before serving an ultimatum on the 
Republican Party. - — — -■"* ' - ,._--.—. > — -> <* 
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In Bureau letter 
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Letter to the Bureau 
July 8, 19Z* 



Re: GERALD L. K» SUTTH, with aliases 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G. et al 
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Bureau. 



Division to 
identical with 



In a letter dated April 20, 
>ointed out that! 



Detroit Field 





he Detroit 
ad 
sting 
DIG for 



use^H^^^r s 



Field Office 
ormation 
o furnish 
sedition 



By 1< 
advised the Bureau that 1 
to the effect thai 
information to him" 

trial. The inf orma^onrequest^^^ffl^^^^^ameeting in New York in October 
of 193S arranged by* fe ndl fl Estate d Dr. ED7JARD LODGE 

CURHAN, Internationi^^^nWic Truf!Roc!ety^everend NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 

(who delivered the invocation) and Major General BYRNES were on the platform 
at this meeting. 



ifilO 



VI 



In n A long statement by G. L. K. Smith - McVfilliams ~ 
Buroker - Dilling and others" dated March 16, 19A4, which the Detrqi 
Division received as an inclosure with .the report of Special Agent 
date^^to^^^l9A4, at New York City, there appears information to 
that ^ anti-Semite American and that 
friena^^^^^W W, the two being a stute stu 

farm problem aRTHe^Mf^^^^^^^^ppeared to be over 
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Letter to the Director 
July 8, 19U 



Re: GERALD L. K.. SMITH, with aliases 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G. et al. 
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>rom the statemeh^ ■MVPilUiltlj fe onc i^njeT. 

eon , pwl , two ,re *? the ™ &ttempW!£T?get through to Henry Ford information 
thr"^n^fcj» ,, L uld "W" *> Ford^dpn this occasion g T 
wSulTnot^e LlWMi^^ -ch occasiorfl^ assured him that Ford 



remarked "SMITH'S rooms S ^\ J 



In connection With this^^^^^ remarK«n "Miiiwi. ™™ 

«ere .ired for Bo»d b y the FBI and that thlifljf nTer ^er^kYbet™ 





The above is a summary of all 
files of the Detroit Field Division conce] ^ 



found in the 
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Letter to the Director 
July 8, . 1944 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 

AMERICA FIRST PARTT 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G. et al. 




formation and extrJJe^^^^M^W^^Ro pemit the source of this 
information to be disclosed outside the Bureau as it undoubtedly nculd reveal 
the identity of the Informant and terminate a valuable source of infomation 
in instant case. 



r -5 



^l&L26 



cc - Washington Field 



Vejs, truly yours, 







6VM 
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& eft era! Bureau of fntrprtigaifim 
Vixtlteh flrtate* Bepmrtment ut Zustfr* 

All INFORMATION CONTAINgK ^'^^" 1 
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Tlr. f -- 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE i n/ ? ^B Yg&jsa2r<^- 



::;- 



Director, FBI 




Re: GHtAID L. K. S13TH, with aliases; 

AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 

SECURITY UATTER - SEDITION 



Dear Sir: 



h* 




t out below the pertinent information obtained 
whose identity is known to the Bureau, for 
st 10, 19 A4. 



bw 



Informant says that Subject claims to have taken a very active 
part in the fight against WAIIACE at the Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago for his nomination of the Vice President of the United States and 
in this connection put out a circular at the convention allegedly showing 
Vice President WALLACE'S connections with STALIN and SIDN^HmilON. Also 
he (SMITH) put out a circular relative to WALLACE'S philosophy on inter 
marriage of negroes and whites. 

Informant advised that DONiOHBECK is probably going to take 
the place presently occupied by BSENARD^O^AN as SLITH'S secretary, and that 
IOHBSCK is new in Detroit working with SlhrfH making a study of all the elec- 
tion laws of the various states, and further, that IjOHBECK is to be set up 
in the Detroit headquarters of the AJ3RICA FIRST PARTY getting out credentials 
and doing other work. 








Subject has been in contact witij] Win Washington, 

D. C, durin^the above period of time, accordin^rW^^RSnt. Informant 
says thalH mf has been making a survey of the changes in the election 

laws of B^MWtateswith reference to the Soldiers 1 Vote. Informant ad- 
vised further that™ Bblaims to have gotten inside the War Department 
where he ascertainei^ffl^^asualtles are nc»g_ avera ging five thousand a day. 

mutual friend in 
„ believed to be in 
Tormant also says tha 
claimed to have heard from some source that "they" are very 
disgruntled with the way everything was being handled, in ref- 
erence to the pending sedition trial. , ^ « ,. 
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Latter to the Director Re: G2UID L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 

August 15, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY* 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 



Informant advised that durjng the above period of time SMITH 
had been in contact with Senator ROBERfyfrEYNOLDS and that the Senator claimed 
to have told, a reporter from the Chicago Sun that he had no qualms about be- 
ing one hundred per cent for everything that SMITH is forj further, about 
August 2, 1944, that the Senator had expressed himself to the effect that he 
was about to support the Republican ticket because he did not want to support 
the New Deal, but that he had decided that he would rather have ROOSEVELT \ 
than D3TEY, and that in hie opinion DBTEY is a "dead pigeon" • \ 

v 

* , 1 

, On July 28, 1944, according to Informant, Subject reported to 

the 'Associated press that he had sent a telegram to Governor THCIiAS E. DEFjEY 1 , 

at Albany, New York, in substance as follows: 1 

■In the light of your condemnation of Congressman HA M3XTCW 
SHj_would you be interested in replying to the following questions: 

Do you agree with Governor BRICKIE in his bid for the support 
of my followers and myself? 

2* Do you oppose the re-election of such America First republicans 
as Congressman CLAIRE HOFFMAN, Senator GERAID P. NYE, Senator 
ROBERT A, TAFT, and Congressman ROY WOODRUFF, and other such 
America First nationalists who have sopken and voted through 
the years the same as HAMILTON FISH? 

3. Do you realize that you have broken tradition in interfering 
with a Congressional primary? 

4« Do you propose to interfere in Congressional districts with the 
people* s right to nominate their own candidates for Congress? 

5» If you practice the purge system such as practiced by Mr. ROOSE- 
VELT before election, what could we expect of you if elected?" 





Informant further advised that M'i\MATSCN, editor of the 
State Journal, Madison, Wisconsin, told SMITH on about July 28, 1944, that 
he had editorially given an ultimatum to DE.YEY in substance to the effect 
that DEffSY should repudiate unequivocally BRICK21 *S welcome to SMITH so 
that it would conform to DSSET'S previous refusal of SMITH so that good 
republican voters of his section would know that DEVEY will not tolerate 
any traffic with any of SMITH'S following or that his (MATSON»S) public 
would withdraw their support of DEWEY, 
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Letter to the Director Re: GStAID L. K. SUTTH, with aliaaesj 

August 15, 19U AJERICA FIRST r*ARTT; 

INT31NAL SECURITY - G; 

SECURITY MATTER - S5DITI0N 

In further reference to DKYSY'S attack on HA1OXT0N FISH, In- 
formant says that SKITH ie of the opinion that DEffET will give "£*EVE" , DAT 
■the same dose", this comment having been made to Captain SARL^lSoUTHARD of 
Chicago, Illinois, according to Informant. Informant also said That Captain 
SOUTHARD advised to the effect that he had talked with one of the partici- 
pants in the sedition trial who told Mm that he thinks it will "blow up" 
soon, and further that Captain SOUTHARD has advised S!£ITH that a new page is 
being added to "Forty Tears of R00S2VELT" which he believes SMITH will like 
very much. 

Informant advised that on or about July 31, 19V*, Subject 
made the following press release to the wire service representatives in 
Detroit: 

"For the first time in history a party officially and 
legally qualified as the AltiSRICA FIRST PARTY meets today in a 
state convention in Detroit* 




"The call was issued by BSHNARD jQflOKAN as secretary 
at the instigation of GHRAID L. K. SklTH, national director of 
the newly-formed A1ERICA FIRST PARTY. DOtAN said, 'Delegates 
have qualified from sixty-two Michigan counties. We shall nomi- 
nate many candidates for office including all state officers, 
presidential electors and candidates for the state legislature. 1 

"GERALD L. K. £KITH, interviewed at the convention head- 
quarters in Detroit at the Detroit-Leland Hotel, said, 'Our people 
cannot swallow the New Deal or anything that looks or sounds like 

R00SSV2U,' 

"Governor D£?ffiY has told the world that he will not ac- 
cept our support, in fact, in his April fourth speech he virtually- 
called for the liquidation of our three million constituents, DE'tf- 
EY'S attack on Congressman HA1OXT0N FISH, one of the nation's lead- 
ing America Firsters, makes it imperative that we lay the foundation 
for a dynamic Nationalist Party in America. 

"'It Is possible that we may not nominate for Vice Presi- 
dent, ' said SHTH, 'because of the popularity of Governor JOHN 
BRICKER among our people* • ■ 
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Letter to the Director Re: GSRAID I. K. SMITH,' with aliases; 

August 15, 1944 " e AMERICA FITS'" U^IT; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 

S2CUHITX MATTER - SEDITION 



"Today we will choose someone to be the America First 
candidate for President in Michigan, with the understanding that 
whomsoever we name today for President will defer if necessary to 
the candidate nominated by our national convention when it meets 
the fourth week in August." 

Informant said that SLOTH purposely had Governor BRICJGK 
nominated for Vice President by the AMERICA FIRST PABTY at its Michigan State 
Convention on August 1, 1944, with the thought that he would necessarily not 
accept the nomination. On the same day Governor BRICKER, according to the 
United Press dispatch, did refuse the nomination in words as, "I will not 
accept such a ridiculous offer. I shall not permit my name to be used in 
any such connection." Further, Informant said that according to the United 
Press in reference to Governor BRICKER'S nomination, Governor DE.VEY had stated, 
"The report that America First has nominated SMITH and BRICKS is a smear. 
GERAIi) SMITH is one of those rebel-rousers who, like ADOIPH HITLER, makes 
racial prejudice his stock and trade. This contemptible attempt to associ- 
ate himself with Governor BRICKER is a sinister attempt to smear the Repub- 
lican candidate for Vice Iresident." 

Informant said that in response to the statements made by 
Governors BRICKER and D^TEY, SMITH had issued a statement to the United 
Press in substance as follows: 

"The comment of Governor DE.7EY and Governor HOCKSR concern- 
ing the action of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY proves to my complete satisfaction 
the need for the AMERICA FIRST PARTY as the true voice of nationalism in 
America. I observe that Mr. DEVEY, who seems so touchy concerning America 
First matters, has endorsed for Congress egainst HAMILTON FISH the same can- 
didate which is being supported by EARL BRaVDEH. The truth is out at last. 
DETSY'S attack on HAM FISH assures beyond doubt the fact that ROOSEVELT, 
y,TLLKlE, DEIYEY, and BROVDER are in the same bed together, They all opposed 
FISH and supported BENNETT. The same gang fights GERALD L. K. SMITH. I am 
not afraid to take them all at once. I'll have plenty of help when the boys 
come home." 

Further in reference to Governor BRICKER it was stated that 
S?-77K released the statement, "In repudiating our cordial support, he has 
displayed the same weakness as when he capitulated to DSmEY at Chicago. If 
DE7SY can control him now he can control him if, by accident, he is elected." 
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Informant also said that the executive ccramitte* of the 
Rationalist Party in the State of Michigan caucused on the night of 
August 1, 1944, and that the committee was under the charge of BERNARD 
A. DOUAN, and that a leading Coughlinite (according to SMITH), HABBXjL* _ 
^U^iE, of St. Henry, Ohio, was chosen as Vice President, Informant further 
"/said that according to SilTH, ROTO? has been leader of the National Union 
\. for Social Justice and is also a member of the lexmers Guild; that RCKER is 
^\ a prominent merchant and farmer and presided over a meeting, which S&TIH 

described as dramatic, in Greenville, Ohio, where SMITH addressed some seven 
thousand farmers. Informant said that on notification, ROMER had accepted 
the nomination. 

Informant say^ that several days after Governor BRICKER had 
declined to accept the nomination of himself as the candidate for Vice Presi- 
dent by the AMERICA FIRST PARTY in Michigan, 3JITH had explained that BRICKER 
had been nominated to hold his people together; that they had felt that they 
could entrust their welfare to BRICKER and by forcing him into a repudiation, 
it kept the AMERICA FIRST group in a solid body. 

Informant said that SMITH had advised Captain E^L SOUTHARD 
to the effect that he had received a telegram signed WDXIAi^RAY, secretary 
of the Republican National Revival Committee severely criticizing his 
(SMITH'S) publicized "Red Hearing" regarding the DEVZEY-FISH controversy. 
In this connection Informant stated that SMITH referred to GRAY as being 
Captain EARL SOUTHARD'S "buddy". 

According to Informant, on August 2, 1944, SMITH made the 
following release to the United Press in Detroit, "I accuse Governor 
T. E. DETCEY of being the first Presidential candidate in history in making 
a political issue out of the Jewish question. By introducing the Jewish 
question into national politics he does the Jewish race a grave injustice. 
He becomes the super -demagogue in using this technique to hold the support 
of the large Jewish vote in Nev» York. The Jewish issue was not mentioned 
or discussed at the convention of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY." 




[advised that the national convention of the AMJEICA 

FIRST PARTY wTTTTe held August 29 and 30, 1944, and that the headquarters 
will be in the Detroit-Leland Hotel, and that two big sessions will be held 
in the auditorium of the Northern High School in Detroit, and that Subject 
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contemplates bringing in about two thousand delegates from forty-eight 
states to attend the convention. Informant further said in connection with 
the convention that SOTH will be one of the speakers and a good part of hie 
address at the convention will be devoted to the statement of THOMAS E. 
DETEY at Springfield, Ohio, and that SMITH, in this speech, intends to chal- 
lenge DEWEY to face the real issue of nationalism and internationalism, that 
eventually DEVEY will have to decide between the philosophy of WENDELL WIUJCIE 
and GERAID NYE which he cannot evade by attacking SMITH and introducing the 
race question. Informant also said that other speakers at the national con- 
vention will be Captain EARL SOUTHARD of Chicago and Vice Presidential Nomi- 
nee HARRY ROER. 

L^r^an^said that Subject had been in contact on several 
occasions withM I during the above oerio^a^ti^ and that on about 

July 29, 19U,« (BKdvised SMITH tha« Ehonetic) was go- 

ing to be indicTe^in New York thejollowing wee^^^^ffi-ge which he thought 
to be extortion; further* that I HP-d said that fl Jdid not like SMITH 
at all. According toInformant^^^^^B contemplated^^^^ 
he intended to see M W Inf^^Ht further advised thatl 

one of the nineteen^^HWFs to go to the national convention 1 — 

FIRST PARTY in the State of Michigan to vote for the Presidential candidates. 



toNewYgrl^here 

oxrt^WnB^RcA 



with 





[ormant also stated that SMITH had discussed 

that in response to his inqu^y^concorning 
"Indicated tha^g^id not knew fl Wand had seen him 
tcasions with aM m informan^^nTnie connection further 

said that according to SMITH ^^^■Wfed to be a Communist but had turned 
against the Communists and haS^^ne some investigative work for the Ford 

Company. Informant also said tha^^^^nwhose name he believed to be 
[(however, the name may^gvebeenMHMMBad advised Subject concern- 
>y the last name °fl ■ in^^WcTR, that there is a warrant out 

a charge of exWKon^n regard to the gir^rt^jas attached to 
Informant further said that accordin^^o^^^^fc the girl had 
was all a fraafeup, and further that ^B^M^Rhe girl were both 
working for the anti-Nazi Le^u^and that the Governmln^Ta^some of his cor- 
respondence. Both SMITH and! Wkre in agreement thafl He no good 
and is probably guilty of jh^^xfoWion charge. ^^^^^ 
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Informant stated that the Board of Education of the City of 
Detroit had ruled that SMITH could not use the school's auditorium until he 
appeared in person before the school board, and that in accordance with this, 
Subject SMITH appeared before the Board of Education on August 8, 1944, at 
which meeting the Board voted to permit Subject and his organization to use 
the auditorium of the Northern High School for the national convention on 
August 29 and 30, 1944. The Informant further advised that SMITH claimed 
that the Board of Education had been used as a sounding board to attack the 
patriotism and American integrity of himself and his compatriots and that the 
"Commies" were active in trying to keep him from getting the school^^iiform*- 
ant further said that a member of the board by the last name offl Btad V/pos 

)artic ularly attacked Subject and that afterwards Subject had re^^Tea^Q -^ 

as being a "little tyke". 




By a release given to the United Press, it was announced that 
the buffalo had been chosen as the symbol of the AMERICA FIRST PARTI and 
that Washington is the vignette of the Party and will appear on America First """ 
ballots, according to information supplied bjB ft hic^ 

Informant said that a release was made to the United Press in 
regard to Subject's views as follows: "Concerning U. S. Senate race in New 
York State, SMITH endorses IVES. 'If Governor DEwEY and the Republican 
State Committee of New York endorse WSNDSIX V.TIUCXE for U. S. Senate, we 
America Firsters will support XVSS. I am informed that Mr. IVES was active 
in the New York chapter of the America First Committee. 1 " 

Informant further advised that an individual, allegedly being 
Mr. HAYES, a writer for the McClure Syndicate, had contacted RAYMOND A. 
S^MA RTINEZ ,- a negro attorney in Detroit, concerning an/erticle appearing Tn the 
/I Detroit sews about MARTINEZES association with the/fl jegro Na ti onalist Society 
ofVAmerica. MARTINEZ referred to a proposal made by SMITH to the effect that 
Britain and France released millions of square miles of land in Africa to be 
made available free for negro colonization* Informant said that MARTINEZ 
claimed that the article concerning himself in the Detroit News (wherein 
MARTITEZ attacked SMITH'S position and disclaimed SMITH'S connection with 
his group) was substantially correct; MARTINEZ claimed that he had been 
working on this idea himself since 193^ and that in 1933 he had prepared 
a bill which BILBOA had introduced in Congress and that when the negro press 
found out about BILBOA* S connection, it immediately attacked both him and 
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the bill, MARTINEZ claimed that other negroes had "jumped" on him concern- 
ing Slav's position and told him that they would run into plenty of trouble 
V^f SMITH endorsed "this proposition"* 

Informant said that Subject is an admirer of a Mr. ST3XLE 
in Chicago and that STILLE was going to give some lectures for SMITH. 

Informant said that he bad information to the effect that 
either Mr, or Mrs. SMITH may be using A gasoline ration coupons supplied 

by BERNARD DOMAN. 

Informant also advised that there is a contemplated meeting 
for Sunday, August 27, 19 AA, of a large group of farmers to be addressed 
by both Si'ITH and HARRY ROMJR, although Informant was unable to furnish the 
hour or place of the proposed meeting. 

It is to be noted that Captain EARL SOUTHARD in Chicago, ac- 
cording to Informant, has expressed some concern over receipt of his mail 
because he is a little suspicious of one of the men handling some of his 

mail. 

Very truly yours, 

'Mi**"; 

H. A. GUffilN, SAC 
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Sally held at Qreenfille, CbU WW* 
attended by approximately 1J00 te 
2000. Bally epoasared by Farmers 
Guild. SMITE spoke for about 1 hour 
fl omeTOUng recognition of the Jtaerloa 
Fint Ideal* by the Bepublioans, 
stating otherwise they would enter 
the Presidential eempalgn as a third 
partyi deolared USDBBRGH and 1HEELS* 
night be their candidate f| eritioiiod 
entire ROOSOTELT femilyi claimed 
E008E7XLT wished to be President of 
the world aad his sen President of the 
United States i stated the United 
State ■ spent sore Money on this 



1_U «^£ 



than all other nations combined, nr»* 

JEMEST^DHBEEH and CHsiU^STttMDEEUP 
alsQ spoke at meeting* 
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Jewries First Party was hold at the Darke _ 

en Aae 1^ I9kk* he Informed that the ©apaoity of the Fairground! is appro**- 



reported that a rally of the 
rgrounds at about 2iJ0 PJC., 
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mately 2600, and he estimated that It was about one-half full. In fait &; : 
estimation there was a maximm of lfjpO people present* Hi Informed that tit* 
meeting was conducted by HaERT.JU^UfflE. Be stated that fiCKER opanad tte 
meeting and oosmented bitterly on the newspaper articles published prior ta 
the meeting, end tho ef forts of the fee rl can Legion to deny the uss of tbs 
Fairgrounds to tho America First Party for this meeting* m i+tmrf& to tfae 
Anerioan Legion aa ■Two-bit politicians*. 




^_ said that SMITH spoke and that he stated J/?D 

since we are in the war we must win* that we must bring our boys beck to 
this country after the war and not leave then to police Europe. SUITE 
quoted several figures regarding the cost of the war and said Series was 
paying sore for this war than all the other nations ocmbined* 9» further 
stated that if the Republican Party continued its trend toward International* 
Ism the America First Party would have to run a candidate of their own in the 
ooming Presidential election* H» said the Anerioe First Party are 
lati nails ts and that the first nationalist was GEORGE maSBUGTOB* m* 
eritioiied the Administration and the entire ROOSEVELT family. Informant 
stated it appeared to him that 6MITH criticized everybody but HITLER* 

SUITE also spoke vigorously for the right of free 
speech in this country, and then assailed HaLTER^mp CHFLL and ERI^fEJESOI, 
stating that these columnists should be put off tne air and should not be 
allowed to write propaganda such as is published in the newspapers* 

'reported that the rally at J ' 

the Darks County Fairgrounds was conducted fry the Farmers Guild for the 
. Anerice First Party , and that it started about 2*30 P.M., June U. I9SJ+1 that 
\he estimated between 1500 and 2000 people were present* He said that BaRHX 
^OMER.. conducted, the meeting and opened It by speaking about the trouble they 
had obtaining the Fairgrounds* H» spoke for s. short time regarding the news* 
paper opposition to the Amerioa First Party and referred to several of the 
newspapers In this vicinity as •Hail* newspapers* He then introduced 0* L« 
SuarTji head of the Farmers organisation in this vicinity* who spoke for a few 
minutes and made a plea for all farmers to get behind the America First farty. 




JAHESs^UHNIX* also a member of the Farmers Guild* was the 
next speaker* His talk was' mainly on the subject of free speech and stated 
he could not understand the American Legion* s attitude in opposing the 
meeting, as be understood this organization always advocated free speech In 
the United States* 

Mrs. EEBEST LUffDEEH, widow of the former Minnesota 
8enator t was the next speaker* and she spoke for about thirty minutes* mainly 
defending her husband* s stand as an isolationist, and generally in favor of 
the feerioa First Party and its principles* 

-3. 
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SOfttER than filled in with a ttm impromptu remarks and 
introduced the main speaker. GffiaU) L. I* SMITH, who spoke for ft bout an hour* 
B» opened hie address by telling the people act to applaud i that he -would 
Indicate to the* when they should applaud* St then criticised the local 
power company for failure to furnish power for the loud speaking system* Be 
stated that they had to run a lias for l/k *f ft mile to ft nearby farmhouse 
to obtain power* B» Informed that if the Republicans failed to heed the 
warning of the Jewries, first Party and continued their trend toward Inter* 
nationalism, the Jtaerloa First Party would have to plaoe eandidatos of their 
own in the fie ld fo r the next Presidential election* He stated thet 
UBDBERGH and WESUSL would probably be candidates for their party* 



SHITE stated that this country was in the wari that we 
wanted to win it end bring our boys back after ths wars thet we must not 
leave them orer ia Snrope to police the world* I* rigorously oriticitsd the 
entire R008BVTKLT family and stated that Frcsimnt R0QSE7ELT wished to be 
President of the world 9 and wanted his son to be President of the United 
States* SMITH mads several general remarks criticising the Jtfmin titration, 
and hi* remsrka indicated he believed everything being done now was being 
done wrong* and he stated if the Republicans did not intend to take any action 
to remedy this situation the America First Party would hare to step into the 
breach* 







?~ '■ ' '■ 




SUITE said the expense! of the meeting would be about 
•15P0 • »nd he made a plea for contributions of at least %1 or f2. in the 
collection taken up* tare lope ■ were passed out and he told the gathering 
to put their messy In the enTOlope so that they could save .America* B* 
said "Tour dollars will be worth good money in ten years instead of nothing"* 
Be also said the United 8tates was spending more money in this war than all 
the rest of ths nations combined* Informant stated that a number of people 
left the Fairgrounds when the collection started* 

SMITH also stated that the so-called heads of the 
Amerioan Legion had mo authority to criticise him or denounce him* as there 
was nothing in their Bational Convention in the form of a resolution against 



Bi said he would be back in Greenville again and would 
speak "if they kill me". SUITE ooneluded his remarks, aad the next and 
final speaker was CHARLES BIKSERtJF. BIVDESUP confined most of his remarks 
to the money system in this country aad advocated the control of the money 
£y the Americans and not by later national bankers* 

Informant stated that the majority of the audience 
oasis ted of farmers and that he observed only two servioemen in the crowd* 
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Clippings of newspaper articles appearing in the 
Greenville Daily Advocate and the Dayton, Ohio Journal are being forwarded 
to the Detroit Field Division. 

., ., « + ■■/ >■■■■■ , 

^ feBB ---^^a^m^^^^ile in the Cincinnati Field Office 
shows that ■ V stated he had attended a westing 

the Parmer s^RW^o^^^HlDen^BC5» This meeting was held at the 
Publio Library* He stated that the meeting had bean widely circularised and 
the general publio invited to attend* Therefore he and a fairly represen- 
tative group of the citisenry of Greenville had attended this meeting out 
of euriosity« 

Hbtated that to his knowledge the group still holds 
periodical Bsetia^^l^Phe believes they have been refused the use of 
several halls and the meetings are usually held in different locations. He 
said that ordinarily meetings are attended by approximately JO regular 
members* 




stated that the program of the meetings referred to 
impressed him as strongly anti-Semitio, anti-Administration, and antl* 
Communist, and strongly opposed to the purchase of United States War 
Savings Bonds* He advised that the meeting was opened with a statement to 
the effect that the purpose of the organiia^^^is to organise the people 
for action when the appropriate time comes •■ Bbnt on to say that the 
speakers of the meeting were in aooord with tn^^D ore mentioned sentiments 
expressed, and also discussed the financial policy of the United States 
Government 9 exploring the system of International banking, of which tfcey 
portrayed the united States to be a victim* JOBS E ^ATBRS was the 
principal speaker along the above lines* 




eting 
stated that he was late for this meeting and 
therefore missed the opening statement eoneerning the purpose of the 

^Greenville was ■ B^armer A Wf 

I MidTlied xne^^EeTpperel^TM^^^Rs^HrwBrl^wB^^^s to r^^^^^ne 

"BWHl Agricultural Program, and said that one of the speakers who was 
violently enti»fiussian eomparsd present Agricultural Program with ths 
fiussian Five*Tear Flam, and mads the statement % *we Amerioai 
becoming Communists." 



Uv 



Amerioans are all 



Istated that JOHH E. WATERS, who spoke as a 

financial expert, came rrom Ufyton, Ohio, to the best of his knowledge, 
and was sponsored by the Constitutional Educational League of Hartford, 
Connect lout* 
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I ■ further stated that he had no inf oraation 

in his possession IrWH^xBiindi eating any snneetien between the Farmer* 
guild and GERALD L. I* fiilfB* Bs described Darke County, Ohio a* 
reactionary Ropubliean* strongly susceptible to the Influenee of such groups 
as the Fanners Guild and Jneriea First Party* 

It la noted that this Farmers Guild was rery aetire in 
the rally held by the Aserloa First Party at 0resnrille 9 Ohio, June U# 19W*e 




BHCL06UKBS TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISIOH t U sheets containing newspaper 

•llpplngs regarding instant 
meeting of Merioa First Party 
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Synopsis of Facte: 
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SMITH spent a great part of paat six weeks 
engaged in extenaiTe tour of northeastern and 
middle western atatee. lien against 30TH for 
♦405 filed In Federal Court for tax due from 
1941 income. Immediate reatitution made, SCETH'S 
use of Detroit public schools meeting facilities 
reetricted because of action of Detroit Branch of 
the Civil Rights Federation. Damage suit for 
|100,000 filed in New York Federal Court against 
SMITH for usurping title "AMSUCA FIRST. n Meet- 
ing of America First Connittee on June 1, 1944 
* "dressed by ex-Cengreaaman BINDERUP who die- 
cue aed national monetary matt era. SMITH at this 
time denounced DEWEY and disclosed plana to form a 
nationalist Congreesional Committee with Senator 
REYNOLDS aa titular head. At cloeed aeaeion in 
Detroit on July 14, 1 944 3tITH revealed plans to 
ectirely oppose DEWEY and Republican Party ticket 
and to organise a third party movement. Party »m 
bold a state convention in Detroit, July 31, 1944. 
Flaflf* to hold a national convention during Auguat, 
1944, poaaibly at St. Louis, Missouri. RALPH 
BAERMAN conferred with SMITH in Detroit four days 
in July. 
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DETAILS: At Detroit , Michigan : 

Thie ia a Joint report of Special Agent 
and the reporting Agent, The information »et out in t 
unle ss otherwise designated, has been received fr 
! whose identity it known to the Bureau, 

During the period l£ay 22, 1944 to June 8, 1944 Informant 
advised that BOTH had spent a. very great portion of this period outside the 
^ ■ city of Detroit conducting a number of speaking engagements in the east and 

Jgj middle west. SMITH owes on his income tax for the year 19 41 $405 and the 

p^I Internal Revenue Department made a demand upon him to submit a check for thie 

amount immediately or further action would be taken by the Government to 
collect. (Detroit newspapers disclosed that the Internal Revenue filed a lien 
in Federal Court, probably in Detroit, against StilTH for tax due on his 
1941 income.) On June 4, 1944 a meeting of ACERICA FIRST followers was 

j^J planned for the fairgrounds st Greenville, Ohio and in addition to this, 

SJITH was attempting to rent a hall in Chicago for the night prior to the 
Republican Convention, 



The auditorium of the Northern High School in Detroit was 
rented by SMITH in the name of the Federation of Americanization and tickets 
were issued in the name of ;JERICj» FIRST. This provoked a controversy prompted 
by the CIO who contested SMITH'S right to have the use of a public auditorium. 
A meeting was held by the Board of Education, Detroit on June 6, 1944 at s 

which time the CIO and other objecting parties stated thair contention in the ** 
meeting. SKITH was scheduled to have his say at a meeting on June 13, 1944. 
Six different groups at that time were protesting to the Board of Education 
on the use of a city auditorium by the aOTH group, SMITH ordered 1,000 to 
2,000 booklets of JOE CAMP, New York City and intends to distribute them to 
his key people as a premium for donations to his group. The circular 

* accompanying these booklets reads somewhat as follows: 

\ 

\ 

• •'With lotions of love,,, .what most Americans can 

1 do without ia giving aid and coatfort to the enemy. ,, .helping 

j Hitler's divide and conquer strategy. ... and create disunity 

on the home front. What self-styled patriot is a pitiful 
-dupe of Axis Agents? What goesiper's propaganda has been 
branded as detrimental to the armed forces by Military In* 
telligence? What ex-Isolationist tried to claim credit for 
11 starting World War H? What loud-*outhed anti-Connunist has 
helped the Coomunist osuse? wjhat well-known know-it-all 
does not know when he was married? Hhat malicious scandal 
monger has s scandal of his own to worry about?* 
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period mentioned above, ^^^M^June 8, 1944, 

3£ITH contact^* ■ of Milwaukee, Wisconsin ;■ B of Greenville, 

Ohio; RARRYy^&iHP^^^WIHeti, Ohio; and Mrs. UlNDEEW^fl^Hant stated 
that during* this time SGTH'S mail had been better than usual and that aCT.TH 
is "OK" financially; that SMITH is "being sued for |1Q0,000 in New York City 
for using the name . "America First." 



During the period above the Informant stated that to his 
knowledge the controversy with the Board of Education of the city of Detroit 
over the use of the public schools by SMITH had been postponed from from Juna 
6, to June 13 to permit 3JITH to appear and state his contentions. 3£ITH 
failed to appear on June 13i 1944, advising the Board of 3ducation he was 
speaking in Minneapolis, Minnesota on that date. Thereupon the Board of 
Education postponed the date of his appearance once more, this time to June 
20 at which time SMITH again failed to appear by reason of being out of town. 
The Board of Education proposed the resolution requiring SMITH to apply directly 
to the Board before he would be issued a permit for tha use of any public 
auditorium; and considered that SMITH had violated their rule tsith respect to 
commercializing school tyi ,11 dings. 

and an attorney by the name of Rs well 

as Communist and laTOr Areata zat ions, w,ere active in ob^ectin^xo^ne use of 
school auditoriums by the Subject. 

Reverend L. L.IMARION of the Regular Republicans, had ordered 
pamphlets on the Lincoln Profit phering Plan from Cleveland, Ohio. MARION had 
been requested by 3iITH to be present in Chicago on June 25 to preside at the 
rally for the Independent Republicans to be held at j the Grand Ballroom in the 
Stevens Hotel in Chicago on that date. 





>ciety; Reverend NCKtt/U VINCENT 
platform at thia meeting. 



, x*iveni5Xlonal Catholic Truth 
d Major General BYRNES were on the 



it ft \s 

During the period mentioned above, aCTH had two wonderful 

meetings at St. Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota. They were forced to change 

buildlnga in St, Paul when the crowd threatened to blow up the first one, but 

SMITH had a goad crowd at the aeoond building. SilTH had made extensive 

plans for the pre— ©on vent ion rally at the Grand Ballroom in the Stevens Hotel in 
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Chicago on June 25, 1944. Some 2,500 invitations were mailed out. The Hotel 
however, cancelled SilTH'S contract for the use of the ballroom since their 
agreement with the Republican National Comnittee required the Committee 1 • 
approval before renting public space to a private group during the pe ricd of 
the convention. However, SMITH indicated his intentions to hold the meeting 
regardless, stating "We will fight; anything that happens will do us good," 

Informant stated that the Farmers Guild «f In^^^^^^^ i 
SMITH to plan a meeting for them in the near future and thetJj ^ ' 

of Buffalo, New York had requested SMITH to conduct a meeting in Buffalo some 
time during August with either Senator REYNOLDS or ex-Congressman BINDERUP to 
speak. b" 7 



I, Mr. RhNSBAIL of a Detroit newspaper requytj^^ITH to 
: ' f M give him a running general story on the racial issue. AlsoJ K>f the 

jjg Ford Motor Company requested SMITH to place s congratulator^messagei& his 

— S Legion Poat publication in honor of HENRY FORD'S 61st birthday. The Infor- 

mant indicated that SMITH intends to offer as a premium to his followers, a 
publication known as "40 Years of Roosevelt." 



■*&* - For the period June 23, through July 6, 1944 Informant ad- 

vised that SMITH had sent the Internal Revenue Department $100 to apply on 
\. the tax lien filed against him and that another $300 was to be submitted by 

■^g July 6th. During this time StTTH had some difficulty in obtaining a meeting 

place in Chicago for June 25. Arrangements were completed for the rally to be 
held in the Hamilton Hotel rather than the original meeting place, the Stevens 
Hotel. SMITH remarked that the meeting held in Chicago was a sensation sd he 
had made the front page in all the newspapers there. 
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During this^ym^ajmjjfas ca^fi^^g^QBg^JJgy^^^the 

and 
has decided to f£gnTTEWS^TM^>lanned 

FIRST P;RTY in St, Louis, Missouri some 

time in August end consider the wisdom of nominating a presidential and vice- 
;j*|S presidential candidate. He is considering the possibility of changing his 

"*?<f headquarters from Detroit to Chicago, Illinois. 

During the period July 7 through July 24, 1944 1 W b7j) 

__^ 'advised that the post office was holding up the disxrSutRnT^^ 

SHIR'S magatine because of some question over SMITH'S combining two months 




OTH'^ombi 
in one. During this time SMITH was contacted by I |*ho attended to 

influence 3ITTH to reach a. compromise with the lee^erl^^^he Republican Party b? 
which 3JITH firmly refused to do, and in doing so, soundly denounced DEWEY, 
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^^ advised that during the month of 

June, 19 /*4 the Civil Rights Federation, an alleged Coqwxunist "front w in Detroit 
was very active in organizing opposition to SMITH. They used the Federation -to 
influence the Detroit Board of Education to forbid the use of public school 
auditoriums to SMITH. In this action the Civil Rights Federation claimed backing 
by the Detroit Council of Churches, the Catholic Church, the American National 
League of Women Voters, the National Negro Congress, and the Detroit Jewish 
Council. 
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Thia informant stated that thia oppoaition which waa led 
by JACK RASKIN, Executive Secretary of the Civil Right a Federation who 
contacted many people to support the Federation in its actions, was not too 
successful. Many of these persons contacted by RASKIM indicated that 
they would not give their support in thia movement because as long aa no 
action had been taken against SWITH^ by the FBI or the Department of Justiee 
he, SOTH, should be granted the same rights as any other individual. 
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ENCLOSURES 



To the Bureau: 




There are being forwerded to the Bureau as enclosures with 
this report copies of May and June- July issues of The Cross and the Fla£, per- 
sonal monthly messages of SMITH, -and various pamphlets and other material 
distributed by SMITH to his followers at his meetings in Detroit, Michigan and 
Chicago, Illinois. 




- PSJDING - 




- 26 - 



w^^S^^w^ 'P^fZJ*'^-?^-^ 



v„ 



rv, 



'.•V-;V*»* 



-."V.-/» 



De 62-1126 



UNDEVELOPED I£ADS 



IN ACCORDANCE >3TH BUREAU INSTRUCTION, INVESTI- 
GATIVE REPORTS SUBMITTED IN BUS PARTICULAR CASE 
ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL 
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THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION 

At Chicago, IllinoiB, will condict appropriate investigation 
of the AMERICA FIRST rally held in the Stevens Hotel on June 25, 1944 and sub- 
mit the results of this investigation in report form. 

Will conduct similar investigation of the itfERICA FIRST rally 
held in Chicago on July 17, 1944. 

THE ST. LOUIS FIELD DIVISION 



At St. Louis, Missouri, will follow end report on activities 
of the Subject while in St. Louis. It is to be noted that the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTI plans to held a national convention to organize a third party movement 
sometime during August in the city of St. Louis. 
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THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 

At Detroit, Michigan, will cover and report the state convention 
of the AMERICA FIRST PARTI to be held in the Jade Room of the Detroit-Lei end 
Hotel on July 31, 1944. Will maintain contact with confidential informants men- 
tioned in this report concerning the activities of the Subject. 
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k copy of this report has been designated for the information 
of the WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION in accordance with instructions set out in 
Bureau letter dated June 27* 1944» 
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Beport of Special Agent 
tachigen, on July 28j 

Alao attached ara photostatic aopiea of ttas 
literature which ware received along with 3j>ecial Agmt 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



SMITH held a meeting in Chicago 4/30/44, approximately 500 
persons attended* SMITH in/speech condemned Governor DEWEY 
of New York ae an Internationalist an^^reeident ROOSEVELT' e 
.foreign policy, KEKTffiTI^pOFF, National Chairman of the 
;1 Christian Youth Movement ,\ spoke condemning Communism* 
» SMITH and 2,000 persons forcibly took over the Grand Ballroom 
of the Stevens Hotel, Chicago, 6/25/44 for a meeting after 
the management refused to rent the ballroom. SMITH condemned 
the Republican Party for preventing the hotel from renting 
him the ballroom and eriticiied Governor DEWEY of New York 
and WENDELL WILLKIE. SMITH held a meeting at the LaSelle 
Hotel, Chicago, 7/17/44 and 2,000 persons attended. SMITH 
condemned the Jews, Communists, Internationalists, bankers and 
stated that a prominent man advised him that the Internationalist 
Party is to be the only party in the U. S. 
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Bureau file 62-43818. 

Detroit letter to Chicago dated June 2, 1944, 
Detroit teletype to Chicago dated June 24, 1944.* 
Chicago teletype to Bureau dated June 26, 1944. 
Bureau teletype to Chicago dated July 13, 1944. 
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The Identity of this Informant will 
be furnished in event of prosecution. 

This witness can testify that (XRAIJ) L. X. SMITH held a meeting at the Pine Arte 
Building, 410 South Michigan Arenas, starting at 8 P.M. April JO, 1944. This 
witness can testify that approximately 500 persons were present at the meeting 
and the following occurred at the meeting. 

SMITH devoted half of his speech to telling the audience the trouble he was 
having in obtaining halls for his meetings in various cities/ SMITH criticised 
Governor DEHSY's speech which was given a short time before hie meeting, 
endorsing ahd embracing the administration* s international policy. SMITH at 
this meeting withdrew his support and that of his followers from Governor DEWEY 
as a Presidential nominee. SMITH stated that Governor DEVEY wae following 
WILLKIE towards Internationalism! tha/t if DEWEY or any other International! etic 
candidate was nominated at the Republican National Convention he would start a 
third party. 

SMITH during this meeting predicted that DB1KEY would be defeated as a Republican 
nominee for^ President at the Republican National Convention in Chicago. S.IITH 
stated that>he would switch his support and that of his followers to the 
Democratic Farty behind such men as Senat or ~ BURTON WHEKTER or Senator ROBERT 
REYNOLDS. SMITH requested those attending the meeting to write to the Illinois 
delegates to draft Colonel ROBERT MC CORMICK as presidential nominee for the 
Republican Party. 

SMITH statsd that seizure of the Montgomery Ward and Company by the government 
was a good example of Fascism in the United States. SMITH in hie speech condemned 
the foreign* policy of President ROOSEVELT and Secretary of State, HULL, and 
stated that he wae against any super-government of any international police force 
using American soldiers. SMITH quoted from a speech given by Senator BUTLER that 
the United States Government was going to throw away six billion dollars in 
Latin America. 

SMITH stated that before ROOSEVELT became President the United States had 65 
employees in the Mexican Embassy and that there are now 3500 employees in the 
Mexican Embassy. SMITH stated that the poor people were not getting any benefit 
from the money which was being spent in Mexico or Latin Americaj that the money 
was being used by the Mexican and American officials in Mexico City. 

SMITH informed the audience that his son , ' GERALDX5MITH, JR., was fighting, as a 
Private in Burmaj that WALTER WINCHELL prevented Hie son from becoming an 
officer by broadcasting information concerning his eon just as his son 1 * papers 
were being reviewed by the United States Army so that he could enter Officers 
Candidate School* 
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SMITH stated in hie speech that the Halted States ma a free country and that 
every Ban had a right to worship as he pleased in a cathedrals church, synagogue 
or to be an atheist. SMITH stated that he was the one who should be credited 
for. the Republican victories during the elections in 1942 and 19*31 that he was 

the one who defeated TBENDELL VILLKIE in the primary election in Wisconsin when 

the people voted to determine their choice of the Republican nominee for President. 

t ■ ■ . . r ;. . 

SMITH stated that he had a following of three million people in the United States 

and that his following was growing very rapidly. 

KENNETH GOFF, an ex- Communist, member of the America First Party and national 
chairman of the Christian Youth Movement, spoke at this meeting. GOFF stated that 
the Christian Youth Movement was organized for the expressed purpose of combating 
the work and ideas of the American Youth for Democracy which was actually the 
Young Communist League. GOFF stated that it was necessary for the people to 
organize and work together to defeat the Communists and New dealers in the 
November elections! that if the people did not the fight would be harder, longer 
and might eventually end up in bloodshed in order to defeat the Communists and 
New Dealers. 
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SMITH took up a collection at this meeting, 

lose identity is known to the Bureau. 
The identity of this informant will be 
furnished la event of prosecution. 
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This informant can testify that approximately 2,000 of SMITH* followers went 
into the Grand, Ballroomi that a short time later SLOTH went to the platform of 
the Grand Ballroom and told those present that he had won a beachhead for free 
speech and that he was taking over the ballroom. This witness can testify that 
as soon as SMITH took the platform the orchestra left and that so far as she 
knows no one attempted to evict SMITH and his followers from the ballroom. '■ 
This witness can testify that SMITH and his followers kept control of the ball- 
room for approximately two hours during which time SMITH devoted his time to 
criticizing- the management of the hotel for refusing to rent the ballroom to 
him. SMITH stated that he had a contract with the hotel for the rental of the 
ballroom and that the contract was withdrawn after the Republican Party force* 
the hotel to cancel the contract. 
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|&|| ThiB witness can testify that SMITH in his talk criticized WENDELL WILLKIE 

S?.v$ and Governor DEWEY of New York and accused them of being Internationalists. 

£?!5|r This informant can testify that S£ETH stated that his definition of a victory 

has three branches! First r to retire all the ROOSETVEKTS to private life; 

Second, send wTLIZIE to Moecow and Third, maXe WALLACE a milkman in China. 



L*r>H* 









This wit ne 8*s can testify that no collection was taken up at this meeting and 
that SMITH stated that he did not give the speech he had intended inasmuch as 
the hotel would not voluntarily allow his to occupy the ballroom* 

Thie witness can testify that SLOTH held a meeting at the Hotel LaSalle ballroom, 
Chicago, Monday night July 17, 1944, This meeting was a closed meeting and 
i admission could be gained only by invitation. This witness can testify that 

1 approximately 2,000 persons attended thie meeting. 

This witness can testify that assistants to SMITH' sold the following literature 
.-* at this meetingi 

"j . j^And So They Indicted Me" by J. EDWARD^ONES »/ 

(With Lotions of Love to Walter Winchell", by JOSEPHlKAMP 
Vorty Years of Roosevelt", by T. W.XHUGHES ^ 
^America Preferred", by CARL H^OTE 
\Thev Would Change Our Way of Life", by KENNETH GOFF 
■J "TheQfcross And The Flag" 

'i \ 

_ This witness can testify that SKITH introduced to the audience the guests seated 
on the stage which guests were Rev. Dr/ L» L, MARON of Pontile, Michigan, who 

pronounced the invocation! Mrs, GRACE A ILLINGS, Secretary ofY wo» the Mo thers 

Mobilize For_Jlmerica, Jnc; Mrs. GERALD L f KA SMITH; CHARLE S S\ ANDERSON , JRl, 
Republican nominee for Congreesman for the Sixth District of Illinois and two 
men who were members of the Tanner's Guild, 

This witness can testify that CHAR1ES J, ANDERSON, JR, made a talk at this 
meeting at which time he read statements concerning helping the. soldiers of 
the American Army when they return to the United States from the battle front. 

Thie witness can testify that SMITH gave a speech at this meeting the contents 
of which wae as follows* . \ 

SMITH stated that on June 3, 1944 the America First Rally at Greenville, Ohio, 
was advised by the Fair Board of Greenville, that he would not be permitted to 
hold a meeting at the Fair grounds in Greenville, Ohio} that a few Jewish leaders 
in that, city had brought pressure to bear to prevent him from speaking at the 
Fair grounds. SMITH stated that a group of citizens got into the Fair grounds 
on the night of June 3» 1944, opened the gates and strung an electric cable 
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so thai a meeting could be held; that thoee present then stood guard over the 
fair grounds until 7»000 people arrived for the meeting} that most of the 
people were farmers; SMITH stated that Chairman SFRAENGIJBR of the Republican - 
National Convention was instrumental in getting the Stevens Hotel in Chicago 
to deny him the use of the Grand Ballroom of that hotel on June 25 , 19*4 but 
that he and 2,000 of his followers marched into the ballroom and took it over* 

SMITH stated that after this meeting at the Stevens Hotel, he was contacted 
at his room in the Blaekstone Hotel by a very prominent man in the United 
States who advissd him that he should forget about Constitutionalism and 
American Nationalism; that there was going to be only one party in the United 
States and that was the Internationalists Party. SMITH stated that this man 
stated that he was backing THOMAS DEVKEY for President. 

SMITH stated that EARL BROWDER was released from prison by President ROOSEVELT 
in order that President ROOSEVELT could gain votes from the Communist Party. 

SMITH during his speech denounced the dictatorial powers of a small minority, 
whether they be New Deal, Communistic, British-minded, Internationalists, Jsws 
or bankers. SMITH denounced the Federal Reserve Banking System and stated that 
it was set up for the sole benefit of the Jewish International Bankers. SL1ITH 
in his speech denounced the protection given to WALTER WINCHELL*s column in the 
newspapers and condemned WALTER WINCHELL for being against such great Americana 
as Senator NYE, Senator, HOFFiiAN, Senator TAFT, Senator 1SHEEI£R, DIES, FATHER 
COUGHLIN, CHARLES LINDBERGH and many others. SMITH demanded that the "Bureaucrats" 
in Washington stop throwing away billions of dollars in South America and elsewhere 
and start giving at least $100 to every United States soldier returning to the 
United States along with one acre of land. 

SMITH demanded that a system of profit sharing and private enterprise be restored. 

At this meeting £MITH read a telegram from Senator ROBERT R A REYNOLDS, National 
Chairman of theA&merican Nationalists Committee of Independent Voters which tele- 
gram said that aanator REYNOLDS would be unable to leave Washington to attend 
the meeting held July 17, 1944 as there was too much important work to be done 
in Washington in order to win the battle for Americanism on the home front. 
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_. t advised that a letter was received by the 

Steven^ Hotel" sattin^Torth that tha Young Republican Club desired to rent the 
Grand ballroom of theStevens Hotel on Sunday, June 25» 1944, in which to hold 
a Republican Rally* I (stated that the letter was mailed from Washington, 
D. C. 9 K stated tha^The hotel agreed to rent the Grand Ballroom to tha 
Young Republican Club but that a short time later it was learned by the hotel 
that the Young Republican Club was actually CffiRALD L. K. SMITH j that on June 22, 
1944 tha Stevens Hotel adTiaed SMITH that they did not desire to rent the Grand 
Ballroom to hlm«fl M stated that tha hotel was advised by SMITH that he had 
rended the ballroomor the Hamilton Hotel for hie rally and the Stevens Hotel 
place eigne, in the lobby etating that the Rally of StflTH was being held at the 
Hamilton Hotel, 

fl ■ stated that at about 2s30.F,M« June 25$ 1944 he heard a commotion in the 
looby of the Stevens Hotel and that whan ha went into the lobby ha saw 
approximately 2,000 people attempting to enter the Grand Ballroom of the hotel, 
m (stated that a nationa^Broad casting Company orchestra was rehearsing in 
^neballroom at the time,( fctated that almost all of the persons he saw 
entering the ballroom were women and had buttons pinned on their dresses sponsor- 
ing BRICKER for the Republican Presidential nominee. 

B| stated^ that ha immediately went to tha Grand Ballroom and as he entered tha 
^^PHroom SMITH entered the platform of the ballroom and stated ^hat ha was 
establishing a beachhead in the Stevens Hotel for free speech and that he was 
taking over the ballroom. 

■ ■ stated that he remained in the ballroom for approximately two hours during 
iRuch time SMITH gave a lecture in which he criticised the hotel for refusing 
to rent him, the ballroom and criticized the Republican Party for bringing pressure 
to bear on ^he hotel so that they would refuse to rent the ballroom to him. 

stated that so far as he can remember SMITH did not talk about anything el Be. 




atated that no attempt was made on the part of the hotel to evict SMITH 

Tom the ballroom inasmuch as thought it would possibly cause a riot in tha 
hotel and might therefore destroy some of the hotel property. 



"a^l 



'■:'■ ■■-•■ 1 -'.v 



REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN 






-6- 






- J'.r .4 



Sit 52 



If 



100-7744 



CONFIDENTIAL INTQRMA^ 




6?X> 



-7- 



4-750 (2-7-79) / i 

\ [ , xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



2- 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Pfl Deleted under exemptions) J3 OJs with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

LJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

Q Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



□ For your information: 



QQ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) \ 

XNO DUPLICATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxx 




\ 







Dirtrtor, t*4*r*l Bur*** %t IffT**tlt*tU* 

AtWBiiMa Mr, Ham 
0. John B»gg«, Special AMistaai to **• Attorn*? 

Cnlt«d 8Uto« t- JPMph g^MWUXij«M * 1 . 



OJfttQflhM 







X ftttaah a mpy «f a l*it«r addr**MA (mm tk» « .— i. 

■w*Xop» la portaarkad at Wuhlagtoa, tawt a. 11^ 
**• bwlc MBtolna tba ritan addTMai 





i?7^ 




feielomtra 










^ 



fTOP T)&i><- 



w-4?t/r-fi\ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

auj 31 ;:-:4 ■ 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 5 



r .- , 



Y 



' if 








V_£. 



Dmt Xr. I. 



T^irtoj 



August 30, 19U 




*• office today, turning orer papers in 
^«s«, a stooge of Oerald K. Stalth, mm 



that Smith wmg in town and wanted to see hia 



Ihilo in 

>n appeal and*' 

in and told Lai 

thii afternoon, v 

I know that Smith and Winrod aro close; nowjiaughlin teems 
to bo tied Tory close in the picture. Smith, of oourse7~Is fighting 
both Republican and Democratic Candidates for President, beins a 
candidate himself . 

Sinnly pass this on for what it is worth. V 
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/TMRALD L. I. SITE, with aliases; 




SKSSSOt IUFEb* - SBSfKsl 










Ml out belev the pertimeat information o 
vhese identity is kaovn t* the Bureau 

lafeneant says that Subject auW has confirmed te Cept 
IAHL 4W5HABD the f act that the mnerica Tirst Party is entering Uto varioue 
campaigns im connection with the Ml election, principally for ofln rational 
«ad propaganda purposes, and that to far aa tha Presidaatial campaign is 
concerned ha, SttlH, it attempting *« compel debate aa the issue of vhether 
to bring tha boys home ar met, Iaforaaat alao said that tha Immlgratioa and 
refugee plank of tha in orica first Part/ would ha based arooad a spaaeh of 
Saaator aObSBT k m ; Bxu£BM t recently iaaartad lata tha Congressional Becord, 



Concerning tha aatiooal convention of tha America Tirst Party 
being haU la Detroit, Michigan, on aagaat 29 and 30, 19*4, iaforaaat adTiaad 
that all aetlTitiao ia eoaaactioa vith tha convention vould ha bold at tha 
Detroit Lelaad Hotel. Iaforaaat vae unable to otata tha raaaoa for abandoning 
tha original plaa to use a Detroit public acfaool for tha larger meetings* Ia 
farther r eferenc e to tha planned convention, Iaforaaat said that Senator 
BQBnV R. BKTBCLD8 contem plates pending a speec h to Sg g to ha read at tha 
convention aa coming from BnYJQUS, inasmuch aa BRB3LD8 haa found it impossi- 
ble to he personally present* 




Iaforaaat stated that tar-Log the shore period of tlae adH 
made a press release involving the real reason for his break with Governor 
TBOHm aVvCBODT and that it ana caused because of disagreements on inter. f\J 
national policy. Governor VBOX allegedly sent a nan to contact SCHE prior V 
to the Chicago aeetiag and the agent introduced the question of foreign 
policy, suggesting that they east plan to go on from here and carry on 
after BTCLffl' s defeat and would probably hare to Join vith Brit 
against Bussla, the agent than expl alnl qg^fea iaaTE that this 



ipim/il-J&it 

tH t in tha press release, in 




iccording to Infoaant SMira, in the pros 
to accase 13BHT of venting to take this country Into 
in order to H vnlp a Bosnia and farther that ia the 
is going to discuss Issues that he claims neither of 
candidates hare the nerve to discuss, nanelyi (1) 
involving his mysterious internment in London, after 
before he arose to the Prime Ministership, van usi: 



The 



intended 

or po litical 
KBff case 
ertlng that 

tic pouch to 



correspond vith BOOSstBJ* about coming events; (2) the KMOL-SBOfiff scandal; 
directly and completely. - ^ \ M ^dU^-^-^ : - ■■ : ^^:^-^'JA 
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Letter to the Director 
August 30, 19*4 



b*s anALD i. x. am, with an 

A M1BICA , HB3T PAHTT 
ireSffl UL S ECDBIT T - & 
8BCDBITT MJffTtt - SDITIOI 




Informant said that &KHH was apprtsedjfMnfprmation concern- 
ing the Mdition trial in Washington, D. C, VI ■ to tha effect 
that "they* hare something peraonal on tha Judge that 'will hold tha trial up 
for a while, and farther that sereral aonths before the trial started, 
WIUIAH iWgMmSLtt* s hose was raided and some mater ial p icked up which 
indicated the author* s desire to impeach President BOOSEVSiT and that when 
the defense attorney asked the FBI Agent, who was testifying, what was 
seditions about wanting to impeach a public official, the Agent responded 
that he thought it nl^t be if the nationalist did it. 

Informant advised that Subject 9UTH and also HAHHT hftmm 
were addressing a large meeting of farmers near Hamilton, Ohio, on Abgist 27, 
1944, 

Informant stated that Subject 3G5B had revested the use of 
a buffalo from the Department of the Interior to be used as a mascot for the 
America first Party and that MTH claimed he had merely asked that a buffalo 
be named " America First. 11 Informant also said that Secretary of the Interior 
HAR OL D L.TttKSS had refused to grant this reqoest on the basis that he did 
not want to play politice with the national parks. 

According to informant, Subject SafH left Detroit Sunday, 
Aa^ist 20, 19*4, and arrired in Washington, D. C., Aagust 21 and that his 
claimed purpose for going to Washington was to insist that the "nationalists 1 
be represented at th^Dumbarton Woods Conference. In this connection, 
according to informant, aaTH expressed himself to the effect that he thought 
the matter of JOHN fOBESMJGLLIS' taking part in the conference was a 
•terrible hoax^n^tha^ihis expression on the par^^SJITH brou^it forth 
the comment byB ■ to the effect that bej I does not trust 

DOLUS at all S^nB^ehad read "a couple" of articles to the effect that 
DOLLIS does lav business for the British aspire. 



^Informant farther says that while in Washington Subject 
claimed to DOIrZCBBCX that on the afternoon of august 23, 1944, he had giren 
them "our" ultimatum, accusing them of committing treason in holding the 
conference behind the people 1 s backs and threatening to lnpeach them, and 
further claiming that his, SOTH's, business at the State Department was 
being handled personally by CORDKXTfibLL. Informant further adrlsed that 
Subject went directly from Washington, D, C., to Cincinnati, Ohio, in order 
to be there in time for the meeting at Hamilton, Ohio, on August 27, IS 

informant said that during the time that Subject was in Washington, i 

Wlot the New York newspaper, "P. M." attempted to contact 9UTH for 
purpose~of interviewing him on background Information, 
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Letter to the Director 
Aaguat 30, 19^ 



B«: GffiALD L. K. 3GTH, with aliases; 

iKsaici nHar parti 

IKTHfflAL SBCQHXTT - Q 
SECURITY MATTBt - SBHTIOH 



/ Informant said thai Subject discussed with 

article/appearing in the Hew York Post of Aagost 15, 19^4, under the name of 
TlOTO^SsiSHUi, in reference to the activities of the "American nationalists" 
and their discovery of a nest intelligent anti-semite who. In the article, Is 
referred to as the - mystery nan behind the new count ry-wide anti-Jewish, 
anti-refugee, ant i- CIO political machine which the nationalists, under QBULD 
Xu I. miTE t plan to launch in the next weeks* 

The article further continued to the effect that when the 
America First Party partners needed money to finance their "Jew-baiting 
campaign," it was the mystery man who approached the Terd Motor Company for 
the "slush fund." The article also narrated the fact that the midwest 
headquarters for the America first Party are in MTH's private Detroit office 
where ALUBsTlSGLL is operating under an assumed name and that 2811* is the one 
who organised the Christian front picket line around the radio station when 
lather OOUGHLH was cut off the air. 



^Pgrtainin* to tl 
indicated to I ■thai he t 




this article, informant said that SMITH had 

^^tet perhaps someo^Ms information 
had come to the author through h im. 1 m inasmuch aef |lhad recently 

been in Washington and lew York.* (according to inrormant, at first 
disclaimed having discussed with anyoneaay informatics which possibly went 
into the article and then on recollection, he said that he perhaps had die- 
cusse d some things while in Hew Y ork in conversation there with] 
^^m Informant said thatVj ■ also suggested to MTH that from 
^Bfs of the article he tnou3» that part, at least, of the information had 
come from one or two feminine employees in MTH 1 s office and that he would 
soon have the answer as to Just which one. However, i nformant w as unable to 
furnish any subsequent information which would Indicate^ pfcad confirmed 
his suspicions relative to any of SMITH'S employees. .^^^^ 

Informant advised that fl B suspicion of SMITH 1 s employees 
apparently was confined to those who were working in SCITH's downtown office 
in Dstroit. Informant also stated that in his eaplanation^^to the source 
of the material appearing in the Hew Toxk Post article, | p also indicated 
to SMI3E that he thought it may have come from a report of some agency, but 
he did not make it clear as to the name of the agency and whether it was a 
governmental or private agency to which he referred. 



Informant also said that J P was the " 

^referred to in the Hew Tork Post article. InrormanVsaid that 
M Wot Littleson, California, had sent in thirty dollars to 

^requesting that certain books be forwarded to her. 
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Lattar to tha Diractor 
^ut 30, 1944 



Bat MRALD L. X, SdlE, with aliasaa; 
JKBgC l HBg PiBTT 
UCEBEUL SBCDHUT - & 
SBCORXTr JUMffi . SB3IK0I 



In addition to thoss names appearing abore, informant adrised 
that daring thajarin^l^ina ooYered tw this lot tar Subject alao vaa in 
contact withV l(pfaonatlc) of Port Jefferson, lav York, alao 

with C&ABL3S ArTUDDBI of 301 South Negley Street. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
and with JOSn^BOm. of Buffalo, lav fork. , ^^ 
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A^aletant Attorney General Ton C. Clark i : 4 1 

Attention* *r, 0. Join Bofcaa ^ v^- .^ 

Mn Edgar Socnrv - Director, federal Boron of Inweetigwtion : 

TOCttD STiTQ yb, JOSEPH K« ee*II£lA» t ET ALj SKKTrQIf. ^r 



^ 



A eaafldentiel laforaant la eoaneetloa with the taweott ga ttls t f BattM U *. 
Adth at Detroit. ftleMgaa, haa aMsal Vm Bar»a* that feoeatV *»■ at «* 

Datrelt aaae a etetenent to the affect that «tise7 hare ecaetUaa paiJ8H^aTErjB4«i 
which will hold the trial up for a while.* It waa the oenfloeatlal laforaaatfa definite 
epdnloa that thla atateaent had reference to the trial of tha above-capttoned aatter 
at faefclngton* D. C. , s' 

ilthourfi no further clarifying date la available, I thought that thla report Vr? 
ahould be brought to your attention for laforaatiTe pu rp o o oo * nj 
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Detroit Mich. 407 P Aug. 20 , 1944. 
The Hon. Cordell Hull 
Washington, D. C» 

I observe that you have invited the Internationalist 
Lawyer John Foster(T>ulles to confer with the representa- 
tives of certain foreijpi governments concerning our postwar 
policy as it relates to foreign nations* I observe that 
&? Mr. Dulles, the internationalist, was recommended by 

Thomas B. Dewey, a candidate for President. This means 
-■'" that the conference will have in it no representatives of 

- true nationalism. In fact, we nationalists believe that 

__" , the conference Is a scheme to make secret decisions and to 

■-.SI remove foreign policy, as a campaign issue, from the forum 

^ .■■*■. 

of public debate. 
*p f I therefore, as a candidate for President, respectfully 

, ; request that you invite to this conference a spokesman for 

tne true nationalists of America, in order that we may be 
-^w represented at this vital and history making conference. -r" 

I suggest two names — United States Senator Robert W* ^' 
Reynolds and Col. Robert R. McCojgmiaattfr^ \(0- ¥~^l^' K^K> 



a 






Should you fail to do this, \*pfffanAl$f 9 sE&l b¥ in 

/46 31 SEP/1^944 
Washington when the conference opens 4 to demand k hearing on 

behalf of the millions of Inarticulate natMaxaldsta who are 

determined that there shall bo'&o super stjapre and no world 

police force after this war. And are determined that the 

declaration 
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declaration of independence shall continue to chart the 
course of America in the determination of its foreign 
policy. 






GERALD L. K. SMITH 
545P 
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R eturn to FC for Mining 



S &g_m£ about thi p 



Let mft h ave vour coTrmftntfl 



Take this uy V ^M 



£ T our frele phonR c onversation 
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aaatotant Attornajr Oamsmr torn C« OmA 

Mn Edgar Beofor - ttractor, IWkiI 
^ * (5 

IHTHWAL SBCURXTTj SBSfKXI^ 
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Or Jbr your Information thera la a*taebad a ©opy of * 

Sated August 20. 1$hh $ at Detroit. Slehigaa, allegedly eant. ©y eubject arith 
to tte Secretary of State ct leahincton, 1*C# Too trlU oooervo that la tfal* ,,^. 
ooaeonlcatlon Sad th requested that hit peroy f tba Aeerioa first Party, bo permitted 
to hcvo a reroaaentative attend the DaAwrtoo Oaka conference. 

Enclosure 
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Ihlo will aoknowlodgo roar lottor of Auguot 31* lfU, with 
onoloouro, 

tho oontont of /oar oo— onl cation mod oneloouro hao boon oarofoll/ 
no tod and /oar lntoroot in writing oo row did lo approolatod* 



In tho oront /on obtain on/ infomotlon whioh /on bolioro to bo 
of lntoroat to thio Buroaa, ploooo fool froo to oonnunieato diroetljr «ith 
tho Spoolol Agont In Ghargo of oar Buffalo Piold Bivislea whioh it loootod 
ot 400 Qnitod Statoa Qourt Hoaoo Building, Buffalo I, low York. 

Binoorol/ /ouro. 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigati 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, B.C. 



Dear Sir: 






The shocking events which are transpiring at the 
"America First" Party convention in Detroit prompts me t 
write this letter. 

It is almost unbelievable that any group of people, 
be they a majority or a minority, are allowed to assemble 
in a convention and spew hate, intolerance, injustice and 
racial prejudice as they are now doing. While it is true 
that t}ie Constitution gives us the right to express our 
views in whatever manner we see fit, subject to the laws 
of our respective communities, it does not allow us to 
undermine the very foundation upon which our country was 
built, and which it is defending with the lives of many • 
hundreds of thousands of fighting men and women. 

One reading the accompanying article from the 
St. Louis STAR-TIMES dated August 30th, would think that 
it bears a date line of Berlin or Tokyo instead of 
Detroit. If similar utterances were made in either of 
the two enemy capitols, the result would be wholesale 
murder. In Detroit it doesn't even touch the surface. 

We are all guilty of complacency to some extent, 
but so was Germany when Hitler inaugurated his campaign 
of hate. 



i * 
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I state emphatically that this in not the time to 
be complacent and to allow this group of people to con- 
tinue their activities. Therefore, as an American citizen 
who turns to the properly constituted authorities for 
action, I demand that some explanation be mada^for the 
Justification of the further existence of thf Hmerica First 

Pari2 * ^J ; 
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Very sincerely yours, 



^v 



/r\ 



cc;Hon. John J. Cochran 

House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 
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I wvt to thank yon for jrour rooant Utter with oaol 
interoot in tonttniostlng with m m yw »**• *• l»*»od ifproel 
aay oa aaaurad 1 the oontonta of roar latter and onoloauro novo l 
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In tha rfont yon obtain any Information vtteh yon ballaw to bo of 
intereat to tMa Bureau, plana* fool froo to po— Msl cate dlraotly ***& **» 
Spoelol igont In Charg* of ow Saint Loola FUld Dtrlalcn ohleh la located 
at h& TSdted Btataa Court Hon** and Onaton Boom BwUdtng, Saint leni» 1 9 
Klaaourlt 

Slnooraly your*, 



Mm Sdgar Room 
DLrootor 



trt 






"I 



to-. jumiT 



'^ ' • ^» -L. 



""" »-. KUbo H 7 >" 



J Mr. rr>e- ^T 

«". "**• T. 

_ *. .tn-r, T* 



M A { i. £ : n '9 



FEDEJWt BUREAU (It L.toTlfe.'^OK 
U.S. DEPMiMtsroi' iu*. ■„'_ 



S*. Jll«_ 

tits 3sr.dy" 



A 

5¥§EP9 1944 







X 



t 



& 







f*<?f%*A*~~ 





s£sj£g& 




« fifths* 

Sag tfac* MO -«- mfc* 
«tbmd«d «m »«■*» : 5i 
b and hoott <rf ' . > ■ 
fei et*w4 of ft* 




-> *»w *--£ *-*.*mfc** : -— >. 



£>? 





A 










\ ) 



LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 








J^ /^ 




ytiy-irv-esL. 






&S«D 





<<£•£ 



^. 



2 . g-jns^ 



QsASVI^ 



\ . 



^ 



''/■>■;.' ■■/.■,■■ 



:■-:; r\ 




"77/^ 





£.*^35S* 1 *?* 5 -' 









v ^~U~ <zJ!-<*^lI<^<JlIk 




-_Mp)2 - &M h* 




C^i^tlUu^jL, J U*.^ 






1 (fAu*, 



(s*- J W /X * 



,/Ur^CUJL 






U, <2 ytt<£<c<xz*i£ 







Uc 








swe:- 













<~Jut4st*A~ (/U-<zsK~ 




M*r*--- **^' 







Cl^i^cA- 




J>J£ 






V 









'■6,'A.K."-,t 



HiiB^uwi try naa oeeu itu. 



1 



America Firsters 
File Jewish Plank 

DETROIT, Aug. 30. <U.R>- The 
America First party convention 
adopted a platform plank urging 
"honest and courageous solution 
of the Jewish problem" today, 
and ordered filed in partyi 
arcbieves for future reference a 
delegate's proposal that Jews bej 
sterilized or deported. 
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wcorv D^r^2-43aiB-$i l o 




Tour letter of August 30, 1?U, with tnakMn, is before *e 
for acknowledgment. 

J have oerefulljr noted the eontent of your oo— nnl oatlon and 
enclosure and wish to thank /on for bringing tho information contained 
therein to my attention. 



Should /on obtain an/ information whioh /en believe to be of 
interest to this Bureau, pleaee feel free to ©omwunioate direetlj with 
the Speolal Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division whieh is 
looated at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California. 

Sincerely yours. 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Amefica Firsters- — > 
File Jewish Plank 

r DETROIT, Aug. 30. <U.R>— The 
America First party convention 
adopted a platform plank urging 
"honest and courageous solution 
of the Jewish problem*' , today, 
and ordered filed In party 
archleves for future reference a 
delegate's proposal that Jews be 
sterilized or deported. 
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Too ba/ bt aamir«4 that I bx*% ooroftallj rorlmad fch* am,*..* 

U loeotod at 900 Saourltj Balldinj, too An«olo« 1J, CaUfornl*. 

Sincere!/ /our*, 
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John Edgar Hooror 
Director 
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Assistant Attorney General Tom C* Clark *. :: " ''; ,• 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation' "t 

<D (9 ■■-..■■> :-; ;."■';■■ ;■'• 

GERALD L. K. SMITH: THE AMERICA FIRST WJWV*; 

V INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITIO*.^^ r ^^^-v !A ^ v 
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For your information thei\e is attached a photostatic 
copy of a mimeographed letter which, you will note, is &at 
August 23, 1944 > is addressed' to the Secretary' of State, a 
is reportedly signed by subject Smith. 

\ ■ i ' , 

You will further observe that the letter (copies of whlcM 
were assertedly sent to every member of Congress) is self- - - \ 
explanatory and sets forth subject Smith's views as to the 4 ** 
Dumbarton Oaks conference held at Washington, D. C. 

Enclosure ■--*. 
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\X) Deleted under exemption(s) jg {_±J with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 
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CH Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
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be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



CU For your information: 
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America must remain independent ^-fAMERICA FIRST means - Feed, ^Clothe, De 
fend, Amerioans First, The Four Freedoms for America First. America fir* 

In wag and peace - Ve oust have a choice in 1944 - Xo fourth term - Bring 

the boys home when the war is won. 



AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
Gerald L. K. Smith 
Director and Organizer 



Bernard A. Doman 
Secretary end Treasurer 



Post Office Bo; 
Detroit, Mich! 



July 20,1944 



Dear Fellow American: 



The AlffiRICA FJ^ST PARTY will hold its flret State Convention on 
Monday, July 31. in the Detroit, Leland Hotel (Ballroom) 6ass corner 
Bagley, ,etroit, Michigan. »he purpose of this Convention ia to nom- 
inate Candidates €€r office. 

As one w» circulated the petitions to get the party of the Mich- 
igan Fallot, you should he able to qualify as a delegate, *ne Conven- 
tion will be set up as follows: 

1, Registration and presentation of credentials- 10 a.m. to 1 p.j 

2* First Convention Session- 3 p.m. \ 

3* Closing Session- 0. p.m. 
Please bring this letter with you as your lndentif icatlon. 

Sincerely yours, 



B. A. DOMAN 

State Central Committee 
^^r^fciftft^H^. 1 "* " BUlions tor victory, not one oanny 
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DETROIT 31, Michigan 



SEPT 7, 1944 



Ky Dear Fellow American 



ML INF0W1QN CONTMHED 
MEREIK l£iSai*BKD a 



WR^&ftfeJSii&Et 



Just the moment they are off the press, we will send you copies of 
the Platform adopted at the recnt convention of th&Qi merlca Flrs J,. 
Party, as well as other detailed information concerning our dynamic 
and educational campaign* 

WARNING! 

May main purpose in writing you this letter is to say that we dis- 
covered three stooges in our convention who were sent purposely 
by the enemy to try to create trouble. I have learned since the 
convention that these Btooges went around trying to get every- 
body's name and address. The purpose of this trick is, of course, ?\ 
to get your name and addresa so that ( they can send you lies and \J 
material designed to cause trouble. 



&• 



Therefore, I warn you to be very careful about answering anj(V)/ T/* 
letters you get from attoges; also be alert to any trouble- J\j 



-*&\ 



J 



making correspondence. Since the conventionale find that onejJStauaja 
woman, who came from Oregon, was in touch wltfii cWt itrEj^Sttf* ^^m^l 
troublenakers.a^duringthe Convention and since. Ir^otr^rSeVS' 
any criticaPffto^resp^ddence from ahybh£^>'ush it to me, either 
its original form or copied, in or&er that we may identify th4 
kHivUi<^f^ these saboteurs. 9tb Jg 3^^^ (^£t\ 

<7?fc«-dn fee lookout for any four-page letter which should reach 
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you In the next few days ooncernlng the 
orusade. 



/ 



next steps of our dynamic 



Do not be .urprleed at anything that happens to me. The enemy 
is now eo desperate that he win stop at nothing. They .re 
determined to nip In the bud a ll Blsnfl of . heflUhy MUmMut 

Movement* 



Sincerely youra for Christ and Amerl 



Gerald L.K. Smith 
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GLJS. L 
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DATE WHIN MAH 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases j 
THB-'AMERICA FIRST PARTT 



t 



8/25-30 incl # 




CHARACTER or CASS 

IHTERIAL SECURITY * 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



/ 



REFERENCE 



DETAILS 



Subject spoke at Meeting whioh was sponsored 
by the Farmers Oil Id and attended by approxi- 
mate lv 200 people, near Hamilton, Ohio, 
8/27/Iii^ Critic! red President ROOSEVELT and 
Presidential nominee DEV¥EY t as well as Demo- 
cratic and Republican policies j directed 
criticism toward Lead-Lease policy, OPA and 
the drafting of men for overseas dutyi 
stated America First Party had little chance 
in 19^U Presidential election, but expressed 
belief that it "would have a man in the 
Unite House in 19^"; requested £inanoial 
ba eking of those present, HARRYhtOUER, 8t, 
ffenry, Ohio, spoke against American Legion, 
and declared its leaders were "rotten*. 
C. EXMOTE, Indianapolis, Indiana, al| 

- RU£ 

Letter from the Detroit Field Division date^t 
August 2U 9 19U*. ..mV' *'- 




\0* 



:,' t 



Reference letter from Detr 
GERALD L. K, SMITH was to 



farmers near Hamilton, Ohio, on August 2J 9 \Skk» 

AT HAMILTON, OHIO 




Arrnovts. 
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Soever* s Park on Highway 129, three miles -nest of Hamilton, Ohio, on August 27, 
19UU* He stated that this meeting was sponsored by the Farmers Guild, and 
that he reoognited only ^hree or four of the men present* Be reported that 
the neather on this occasion was extremely had, it being a very rainy day, 
and that he was surprised at the number of people attending, especially, he 
said, since no publicity had been given to this meeting in the City of Hamil- 
ton, Hs stated that approximately 200 people attended this meeting, 

^__^^^ that C. E. MOTE from Indianapolis, Indiana, 

who ran for Republican nomination to the U, S, Senate from Indiana, and was 
defeated, made a talk in which he stated that both the Democratic and 
Republican parties had the same polioy, and that he did not like President 
ROOSEVELT or Presidential nominee DEWEY, and that he would -rote for a 
prohibitionist or anyone else, if the Anerica First Party did not have a can- 
didate, and if GERALD L. K. SMITH were not that candidate, 

_^ _ that HARRY RCMER of St. Hanry, Ohio, whom 

informant believe^to^e an of ficial in. tr.e Farmers Guild, also spoke for a 
short time. J • that ROMER was introduced by the Chairman, whom 

he believed t^Tei^annamea BINEGARj of Oceana, Ohio, as a fellow 
Legionnaire who had been pushed around a good bit and had become tired of 
it» ROMER then spoke particularly against the American Legion, stating that 
85 to 90% of the Legion was all right, but that the leaders were *rotten 
through and through", ROMER claimed credit for stopping a resolution by A *s/ 
the American Legion at its convention in Columbus, Ohio recently, whioh/f'tir '- 
would have condemned an organization of women, headed by a Mrs, BING ^ 
(phonetic), the purpose of which was to get the men home from overseas as soon 
as the war is over. 

■ ■ that ROMER also discussed an incident at 

Greenville, Ohio in which a group of farmers attempted to purchase a corn 
picker, at which time the dealer told them that they could not make this pur«* 
chase without a ration certificate from the OPA* The men at this time laid 
|800 on the counter of the dealer and pulled th4 corb ploker away in spite 
of the dealer. They were reported to have been'arrested later by OPA agents* 
and at their arraignment bond was set at #50°°» ROMER stated that bond for 
these men had been raised. He criticized the OPA for their action in this 
case, 

^that GERALD L. K. SMITH then made a 
long talk, stating that the KepSolican and Demooratio parties were both 
following the same policy* He stated that both advooate a strong Inter* 
national organisation after the ware 
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SMITH discussed his efforts to get into the Dumbarton 
Oaks Ft ace Conference, stating that he attended this conference aa a publisher 
and that he was refuted admittance. Bt stated that someone should be 
impeached because no represent at ive elected by the people was in attendance 
at this meeting. 

SHITS stated further regarding the war situation that 
all soldiers now overseas should be brought hone Immediately upon cessation 
of hostilities and that no organisation should be left overseas to polioe 
Germany, Itsly and Japan* H» stated that he was very strongly opposed to 
the drafting of sen for overseas duty, stating that if the war were for a 
Just cause sufficient volunteers would have been obtained without the draft- 
ing of men* Be stated that he had information that a move was on foot that 
when the war is over Britain will show herself insolvent, and that the United 
States would pay Great Britain's bills* 9a stated that the war actually 
started when Lend-Leaee was begun, and cited an instance under Lend-Lease, 
stating that gasoline had been sold to England for 2/ per gallon, and that 
later Kng la n rt had sold this same gasoline baok to the U. S« Army for \<fcf a 
gallon* Hi stated that there was a Lend- Lease iten in a cafe in Washington, 
D. C*, oosting |22,000, for drinks, SMITH stated that he (SMITH) would be 
in jail if he had not at all tiaes told the truth* 

SMITH also discussed the case of TYLEpNffiHT, reported 
to have been an employee in the inner loan Ssbassy in London before the war, 
who intercepted coded messages between President ROOSEVELT and Prime 
Minister C3JRCHILL, and who discovered that President ROOSEVELT and Prime 
Minister CHURCHILL were building plans for the United States to enter the 
war* He stated further that ROOSEVELT was responsible for Mr. CHURCHILL 
being selected as Prime Minister of Great Britain* 

The informant stated that 8MITH made a statement that 
under war reparation plans the United States would be required to pay Great 
Britain from |6 to #8 for each tree destroyed in Hew Guinea, According to 
the informant, SMITH tried to imply that Great Britain was running the war 
and that the United States was agreeing in everything. The informant stated 
that SMITH called President ROOSEVELT a "scoundrel" and that he strongly 
criticized Presidential Nominee DEWEY, stating that DEWEY was too inexperi- 
enced and that he was merely following in the footsteps of President 
ROOSEVELT so far as Internationalism is concerned* 

-'^t- (attended the meeting at whioh GERALD L* E« . 

ft- f SMITH made a talk on August 2?, l%k 9 near Hamilton, Ohio, J JJ that h^O 

T" *l HARRY RCMEB, 8t, Henry, Ohio, was an organiser for the Farmerl^BHa^and 

jfflKgj* that R0MER made a speech in whioh he condemned the leaders of the American 

■:--„: ; ';.'o y^ 
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Legion as being "rotten"* Hb stated RCMER also discussed the case in whieh 
eight farmers at Greenville, Ohio were arrested by OPA agent ■ for their pur- 
chase of a oorn picker in violation of OPA regulations, RCMER stating that 
these men were not responsible and that they were not guilty* 




taU|e^fop^along 
residenwiw^ELT 



that SMITH then 

time and subst antiated the above information furnished by 

a* stated also that SMITH remarked that President TRTJSETBLT 
Tot to send any soldiers overseas when he was running for 
reelectionin 19*40* end 3MITH stated, "But look what has been happening", n 

■ ||that SMITH had stated that if the war had been for a just pi 

cause^suTrioient vohurfceers would have been obtained for servioe overseas, 
and that he (SMITH) was strongly opposed to the oonsorlption of men for 
overseas duty* SMITH also stated that the America First Party could not 
hope to be successful in the I9I4I4. eleotions but that the America First Ifcrty 
was building for the future, and that he "believed the Jdnerice First Party 
would have a man in the white House in 19^8* 

P that SMITH said he was coming back to pl$ 

Hamilton again next "year, at which time the Butler County Fairgrounds would 
be rented, and that he expected a crowd of 8-10,000 more people present 
than attended the meeting in Greenvi lle, Ohio several weeks ago. (It is . 
noted in the report of Speoial Agent ■ ft dated July 12, 19U4. h7<S 

in this matter, that this meeting hela^ntfHe^^sB-U was attended by 
approximately 150O-2000 persona). 




^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ substantially the 

information esthat given byB J> and added that 

SMITH in his talk called PresidentROOSEVEL^^sooundrel" and stated that 
the Democratic Party was controlled by the CIO and the money interests* 
According to informant, SMITH stated at a recent conference between 
8eoretary of State HULL and a representative of Presidential Nominee DEWET, 
Mr. DULLES, an agreement was reached that there should be an International 
Court as soon as the war is over* 

verified the above statements 
ing tnat^siBLTIi had stated tha't Pearl Harbor was a 
that war was not necessary even then* Informant added 
that SMITH emphasised the fact that President ROOSEVELT was seeking the 
Jewish vote, and that SMITH advocated a complete bar to all immigration* 
Informant stated that HARRY ROMER* St* Henry, Ohio, was introduced by the 
Chairman as "Comrade RCMER," and that HOMES was very strong in his 
criticism of the American Legion* 
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of 
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[gave the reporting agent two handbills which were 1*7/) 
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passed out at the as •ting advertising this meeting, and which Indicated that 
the meeting was sponsored bj^heFarmjrs^&ild of Southwestern Ohio, calling 
it an educational meeting* fl V 1 ** st the meeting envelopes 

were passed around which were labeled "America First Party", the purpose of 
which was to solicit contributions to the America First Party. These 
envelope! were to be turned in with contributions, or a pledge of a certain 
amount each month to be contributed to the Jtaeriea First Ifcrty by the person 
-whose name was to be signed on this envelope* These handbills and 
envelopes are being forwarded as enclosures with this report to the Detroit 
Field Division. 






that SMITH, 
financial backing of all those present* 
while speaking, after making remarks wou 



while ta lking, requested the 

stated also that SMITH 

frequently stop and say. 




"Applaud, if you please", and that the applause was frequently very loud. 



V 



ENCLOSURES TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISIOHt 



i 



Two copies of handbills, and two envelopes which were 
passed out at the meeting sponsored by the Farmers 
Guild and held at Seever t s rwxk near Hamilton, Ohio on 
August 27. 19W*. 



*n 



REFERRED UPOH COMPLETION TO THB OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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The above inforraanti requested that their names be 
kept confidential » They attended the meeting sponsored by the Farmer ■ 
Guild at Soever 1 * Park near Ha milton, O hio, Auguit 27, l$kk 9 a t which mee t* 
in* GERALD L. K« ail! 
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contract, wherein thou art a stranger 
Deuteronomy XI 24. Every place 
yours y ° Ur fCet 8haU tread ' 8ha » be 
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S£ *V haU h ? u open *»* "d nigh' 
that the wealth o£ the Gentile. 7M 
be brought unto it. lift. LXL 6. 
. . -ye shall eat the riches of the 
Gentiles and in their glory shall w 
t™Jl y° ur « e,v «- (RoShchilds, Mo£ 

BrW«? r B H arUC A, W*"' Hi » m «". 
Bridges,. Churchill, Belish*, etc) 

St John VIII. 44. Chri.f. troth. .' 

Acts IX t . 5. The holy ghost tells 
what f is wrong. * " w lw " 

Their dream is your night- 
mare. Don't let any Yiddish 

or British blast-hards bamboo- 
zle you any longer. 
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Name Director for President, 
Table Anli-Jeteuh Plank 

DETROIT. Aug. 30 (#)■— The 
first national convention of the 
America First party today nomi- 
nated the party's director, Gerald 
L. K. Smith, of Detroit, for Presi- 
dent and Harry" Romer, of St. 
Henry, Ohio, for Vice-President of 
the United States. No other names 
were submitted. 

Mr. smith had been nominated 
by the Michigan convention, and 
Mr. Romer was, substituted when 
John W. Bricker, Republican Vice- 
Presidential nominee, refused the 
Michigan convention's nomination. 

Delegates debated planks of m 
platform embodying the party's 
policies, including these proposals: 

Money — "Constitutlonalize our 
mopey system." 

Peace— "Terms must be based on 
America Plrst principles." 

Taxes— "No Federal income tar 
on incomes less than $5,000." 

Veterans — "$1,000 cash for mus- 
tered-out veterans having served 
one year." 

Jews— "We must admit that 
there is a Jewish problem. It must 
be solved honestly, realistically 
and courageously. We shall oppose 
prejudice and encourage the re- 
search necessary to the solution of 
this, the world's most unsolved 
jwroalem." 

' A substitute proposal on Jews, 
In which Homer Mairtz, delegate 
from Chicago, urged that "all Jews 
should be deported to a later des- 
ignated area, if they do not leave 
America voluntarily within five 
years" and Jhat those remaining 
be sterilized Jfcas not brought to. a 
vote by the invention. Mr. Smfth ^ ^ , 
said it was merely the expressjoa- £fBvyOl 
of the opinion of some of the dele- a * rj _iij 
gates and did not reflect the view m nau 
of the convention. 
_,. , i, .**»■•■--«—-— -*.— .■- - 
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At this time 
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ire/end 




oaaied~from 

.____ ^* fl^ty^l t * *>f? ^jS 

with coples^Jal^^ »de1pHi s^tchai the _ 

going %o Hold meetings of a Domical nature; sum>OB*<& y & various citi — .J? >}" 

One of these meeting* is to be held in B^t\^r^opOc g^M^i> ' l4fl» J 1 n "&« fife 

Roon of the Aloaiar, which is a IrailaJji^operated oy the Knights of ColumousV ■■■.: 

Thl8 m « e fej£J&s > e ^X<^«^ BTue Hbom hae- a' 

capacity of about 300 people and is so situated that an outsider could net get- 

in without being noticed-. The manager of tft| foji itfn g h#« he^tol^Vthat they 

do not want any publicity ddtcas theeub;jec^ '^^ 

to be a meeting strictly of members iY-;^'"-Vv :> i- 'vr^V;^ --Y^A "', '«■"'■.'■• *" : .- V ." - --■:; 
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In view of the fact that Baltimore may :aot t)e able "to get a repre sentative 
in to the meeting and may not have an informant at the meeting, f| If stated 

- t he l^ ^^^iJ^PL^E^iL M*. ?^eanj^iinks. it is desirable, ^havetechnical " 
coyera|e. He stated they could get the microphone -in" wltn^ar^si^suapioion' 
if it is deemed desirable oy the Bureau;, that they had never had a microphone in" 
this building but that the people there had cooperated in the past in o^her ? - ■-'"•: 
respects and Baltimore did not have anything* on them; they seem to be a pretty ' 
reliable "group. - . ' .. ■ _. v .; : ... ■-,, ,, v _ .., .^-.^ v^^^.-..N^ > ^ : - : -. j : ^..- ^, ,.„■ . 

The meeting is to be dctober 3s i?44» and Baltimore would like to get 
to work on the ~ wiring as soon as possible, so that it will not look»a if it is 
being done for this particular meeting.' . : v fc''^-- ->T~;*fe' 



<!* 



I told him I wouid check on the matter and would send A teletype out 
in the morning * ;- -''^ _--\. /V'-"-"* : -V : -'"-^ /^ 

I called ABAC Kimball of tnV'&XtWe 'office at this time and inquired 
if they were requesting authority for a technical and microphone surveillance or 
Just a microphone surveillance. He stated they want Just tie microphone. I to 
"J" ^.^^A ^ ^^F^th ^bso^te jeeurlfr ft^OTttjJU*^ 
phoneJnsiftllttl<« ■.•■-•-. -.-■ 
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AmeriJSf Piret I*r*y MtUng heltfe* St* Sw^ Ohio, 
an September 21*, X9UU, at which time HAHHX A. BQMEk, 
a resident of St. Henry, Ohio, accepted nee-Presi- 
dent nomination on tha America Firet Party tickat. 
At thie time tha epeakers, including GEEAID L. K. 
SMITH, caORCS TOSS, andoraod Qoreraor THOMAS HJQT 
for President. XLIZAEBTH DILLIBG, presently on 
trial for aadition, lira. LIHL CARL YAK HEflBO of 
tha organisation antitled "Ve tha Itothera lobiliae 
for America, 3nc.,« and CUKT ASHBR, Indiana pnbllaher 
who waa allegedly indicted for aadition bat acquiUed, 
appeared on tha epeakera platform. America Firet Party 
meeting held at ClaTeland, Ohio, on September 27, 19W, 
at which time QKRAXD U r. SMITH, (SORGK VOSE and Mra. 
04710 STA !2£L addpeas ^ i *he meeting. SUXH endorsed 
Goreraor ICTBT In preference to Preaident ROOSEVELT 
for election. He also discussed the tttjtr keHT caae 
at which time he advised BOOSEVKLT and CHOBCHILL 
antered into a conspiracy to rule the world* GBOROE 
VOSK, retired soldier of lbrld war II, atatad he waa 
starting a new veterans organisation, i) ■ ' 
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Bureau file 62-u38lfi. 

Report of Special Agent _ 
27, 19hh 9 at Detroit, rnlc 
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DetaUst 



AT ST. HEHRT. OHIO 




attended the Meting of Urn 
_ -, at St. Henry, Ohio, on September 
21*, l?l*a, at which time they reported aa follows* 

Rx p l ^l nlnc that the Aaorloa First Ffex-tqr could Dot gat on enough State 
ballots to hope for victory this year, UERALD l. r„ arrrw *nA HiR^^MER, 
candidates for president and vice president on the America First tiekeVjreater- 
day threw the weight of their party behind the Republican party in the 1$kk 
elections* 








SMITH confined himself to the Bepublioan national ticket, and indicated 
that he supported Dewey becaus e he considered him lass of a menace to the country 
than ROOSEVELT* Criticising DEBET for his failure to take e posltire stand 
against the Administration, Seith said "I hope DEIST will take down his hair" 

and challenge President ROOSEVELT* 

* 

Mr. HOMER asked his audience to rote the straight Republican ticket 
from President down to all county offices* 

The two America First candidates declared that this year their party 
was laying the groundwork for 19^6 and 19UB, and that their only test of 
strength would be in Michigan. Occasion of the meeting at St* Henry was the 
official notification^^^^^ha^he^^^ej^fflinated rice president on the 
new party 1 s ticket* M p who helped handle traffic, 

estimated the crowd aWW^ersonsi^^^^^^^^^^^ 



b?u 









In his addr ess, SMITH called the two major issues of th e cam paig n , on 
which he hoped DEwET would concentrate, the Mysteries of TILER KEST and Pearl 
Harbor*" 

According to SMITH, TXIsNaHT is an American code expert who, while 
in loadon in 1938 discovered that President ROOSEVELT and WIHSTON CHURCHILL 
were corresponding, in secret code, on plans to rule the world, and planning 
a war against Qeroany* SUTTH farther charged that KEJff was arrested by the 
British government when he sought to reveal this information, and is still 
Imprisoned on the Isle of weight* 

"■ "•* 
i SUItVcalled for the speedy trial of Jjdmdral CMHEL and Oeneral SHORT, 

- comMidarj^JWl Harbor at the time of the disastrous Japanese raid, cbargiJig 

" that the goveinpien* in lashington had warning the Japanese were on the way* 

■'■.*- ># 

* ♦ SMITH contended that returning soldiers would demand a new party, •»* 

;; that the America First party would answer their needs, if neither major party 
-v *w wmbrajed its nationalistic philosophies.) 

..'j. ^ He promised that after the war he would circulate a petition for the 
* 'retrial of JAME^&AHNIX and other Darke County farmers, who were given a sus- 
pended sentence and fine for taking a com picker without a priority slip* 
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SMITH called these farmer* a modem Bostor t*a party*, and challenged the "mangy 
and lousy" newspapers in Cincinnati and Dayton to publish his praise of the man* 
MAHNEC was Introduced and received applause for taking the picker without 
priori tgr* The Darke County farmers operated a lunch stand at the Meeting to 
raise money to pay for their attorney fees and appeals for contributions for 
then were made* 

In appealing for soldier support of the America First Par^y, SMITH 
said that the American Legion sponsored *Q. I. Bill of Eights" was demagogery. 
SMITH said that his son served with MEHRILL's Marauders on Borne end received 
the Purple Heart presidential citation and Silver Star* 

SMITH declared that he was not anti-Semetie but protested what he 
considered Jewish control of the government, or oontrol ty any other group* 

"with Jesus Christ to guide, and the flag to follow," I accept the 
nomination for vice presidency on the America First ticket, HAREI HOMER of 
St. Henry said, prefacing his explanation of the America First platform. RCKER 
said that "this day brings forth the fruit I bars worked for for ten years" 
and promised that the America First party would be on every state ballot in 
19u6 and would elsct a president In 19li8. 

He advised his audience not to believe what they read In the New Deal 
Democratic and New Deal Republic an-Conaaunist newspapers, or hear over the 
radio. 

HOMER, who said he has been commander of an American Legion post 
fire times, and is now an American Legion chaplain, bitterly denounced the 
leaders of the American Legion organisation. He said that 9C# to 9$% of the 
American Legionnaires were tfte finest of citizens, but that the "five per cent 
who control the Legion are the most disloyal citizens In the United States*" 
The I9I4I Legion convention at Milwaukee, where, HOMER said, the legion endorsed 
Selective Service and Lend Lease, was a betrayal of the United States, the 
speaker declared. 

Chief reason for his attack on the leadership of the Legion, ROSIER 
said, was its recent endorsement of one year's military training for young 
men after the end of this war* ROMSR expressed the hope that returning 
soldiers would form their own veteran's organization, and not join the Legion* 
An attack was also made by the speaker on Legion support of a world police' 
force and he argued that in peace time men should be paid $100.00 to tlgO.OO 
a month to join the army rather than be conscripted. ROWER has two sons in 
the army. 

Throughout his attacfc on the leadership of the American Legion, 
HOMER received much applause from his audience* 

In conclusion, RQMER called the com picker trial a Hew Deal farce, 
premised to keep up his fight to "drive the money changers out of the temple," 
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wrged tola listeners to vote straight Republican thla year fro* "top to bet- O 
torn," and expressed hope that Her. CHARISS X* OOUGHLOT would sit 2a at the 
peace table* 

• 

OBOMdNTOSE, a wounded ex-eoldier of Kelaaasoo, Michigan, made an 
impassioned appealer Teterans to for* their own organ isation allied with the 
America First party, and said that "GKBAID L. t • SMITH was sent by God al- 
mighty* ■ VOSE appealed to mothers of service men to Join the America First 
party and assailed any world government* He asked, "Vhy in the name of God 
can't the government pay the transportation of soldiers home en furlough*" 

an unexpected speaker who appeared at the meeting was Mrs. ELIZABETH 

TLT.TTTG nowon trial for sedition* Mrs* DTTJiTTfQ sang a number of songs of her 
own composition which r idiculed rationing, the Jewish people, the government, 
and the Russians* She charged that the FBI ignored search warrants and searched 
alleged sedltionist's homes from basement to attic. She declared that all on 
trial as seditionists were being persecuted by the government, and were in* 
nocent* The alleged seditionists she said were imprisoned in "hell holes of 
jails* with but little food to keep them alive* GEBORGE SILYKSTEfSreERlCK, 
now serving a prison sentence for not registering as an agent of thsN^ezman 
government, she stoutly defended and called him a martyr* Both Mrs* DHUHG 
and SMITH appealed for contributions to pay attorney fees for the men and women 
now on trial for sedition. Her attack on the FBI drew hearty applause* 

Another figure of national prominence at the meeting was Mrs* .XYJ2L 
CAKL>WiNgyjnaiG, head of t he o rganisation "we the Mothers mobilise for 
America, inc.," and CUKK^BHER, an Indiana publisher who was indicted for 
sedition but acquitted* ^v 

Presiding at the meeting was CARL H. mUTB of Indianapolis, who devoted 
much of his opening speech to attacking ROOSEVELT for not quickly bringing 
soldiers home* MOTE questioned if men in the armed forces overseas ever would 
be returned to their homes* He called President BOOSETKLT's recent speech 
"dismal humor*" 
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AT CLEVELAND, OHIO 

r advised that approximately six hundred people attended 

the America First Party meeting at the Cleveland Public Auditcj^nm^Cleveland, 
Ohio, on September 27, 19kh» Relative to this metlogj |u follows i 

The meeting was opened at '8*15 P**« by Mrs* DAYIfr^CTAJiIIST of the 
United Mothers of America. She gave the pledge of anegiaaceSo the flag 
of the United States and a prayer* y"' X 

GSRAIA L* K* SMITH then took the platform at which time he stated 
he had no illusions as a candidate of the America First Party; that he 
realized he was a crusader j that he would be crucified and that his character 
would be smeared. He stated that the purpose of the America First Party- 
was to lay a foundation and foim a nucleus for the American people when they 
open their eyes after censorship is lifted* 
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that SMITH stated that the American people >r 

will be dissatisfied with the old parties 1a the future end will desire an 
American Mationalist Party* SMITH told the audience that be did not believe 
the Jews or any ©lick should run the United States of Amer^^^atTB^tated 
that WKSt was nominated by tfce Jewish people* SMXTH^V ■ 

informed the audience that the America First I%rty deelresTEBloe elected 
over BOOSEVSLT* Be stated that he does not like DBMKX bat would prefer 
hie to be elected arer the prese nt pr esident ♦ SMI TH jn f onmed the audience 
that he is diss atisfie d with B 00SS7B U because BOOSZTg U Is a scoundrel 
and he dislikes EEftW because DEtSI did not expose H00SEV5LT as a scoundrel. 
Hb told the audience that SIDfiEI HILBWH in 1936* donated $5,00p*00 to 
DEBET' s campaign fund and that KTTJJfAN is a Russian Jew who is* the Baaputin 
of the White Ifeuse, He. stated that on account of this contribution by HZLLr- 
MAN in 1938, DEIST is not in a position to presently criticise HTTJJfAK. 

SMITH then discussed the eight farmers who were 

convicted in reaerai Court In Darke County, Ohio, for violating the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment act* SMITH stated that the America First Party raised 
the bond to free these eight farmers at which time the bond was set at 
$160,000.00* 

V V tbrt SMITH then attacked the government pension plan 

for returnln^aisaoTed soldiers at which tine he stated that Jap prisoners 
are being paid nore than disabled soldiers* 





that SMITH then discussed his son who was a soldier, 
tat this time atnflTstated that his son has been wounded on the battle field 
in Burma and that he has received the Presidential Citation, The Purple Heart* 
SMITH at this tine made the statement that it was through WXLTE&^JJFSHirZ 
(WALT^TOICHELL) that his son was sent to a dangerous theater of war. 

| Jf that 9CTTH stated that Communists under the 

direction of STALIH are taking over the government In all liberated 
countries, such as Poland, Jugoslavia, Italy, Itc., and that General 
CHANG KAI SHEK would be deposed because STALIN wants to run China and he 
is not favorable to General CHANG KAI SHEX* # 



a third Korl 
war* 




war 



S3 



SMITH stated that the British will get us Into 
make arrangements to buy their rubber after the 




it SMITH made the announcement that the America First 
party is going to start an educational program and is also going to start 
a youth program with GEORSB VOSE at the head* 

SMITH at this time criticised the Dumbarton Oaks Conference at 
Washington, D.C, at which time he made the statement that the United States 
is being sold down the river in secret conferences between United States 
and Russia* Bs also stated that JOHN FOSTER^OTLI^S, who represents Governor 
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DERI at the Ztamharten Oaks Conferences la a paid attorney far the Britiah 
Government In Saw York City # SMITH than stated that the State Department 
la acting In an un-American fashion by meeting with Brltiah and Russian 
representatives on American soil without tbs American paopla knowing what 
la going on* 

VI that SMITH discussed tha THEE KBR oaaa at length 
at which timeneTnTormed tha audience that TTUE KSBT in 1938 was working 
aa a Coda Clark for tha United states Stata Dep artm ent In Iondcn, Bagland, 
at which tine he intercepted codas between CHORCHni and BOOSEVELT, 
containing information whereby CHURCHILL and BOOSEVELT ware allegedly 
making plana to rule the world In the future. According to SMITH, TUXft 
EHfT believed this was treason and copied down fifteen hundred aessagaa 
at which time he Intended to give these messages to certain Senators la 
Washington, SMITH criticised the Manner in which TTLffi KENT was arrested 
by British authorities and Interned by the British Government en the Isle 
of light, 

MM SMITH then critioiaed the Pearl Harbor situation 
at which tine he stated that If Mr, ROOSEVELT does not hare sonething to hide, 
why does he not permit Admiral ffTMMKL and General SHORT to be court-martialed 
in the usual faehion. At this time, SMITH stated Washington failed to advise 
our troops of the Impending attack of which they had knowled ge an d that tha 
blood of 3,000 dead troops lies on the head of President ROOSEVELT, 

(that (SOROS VOSB followed GERALD L, K. SMITH on the 
speakers pxatxora, at which time GEORCBB 70SE was attired In an army uni- 
form. At this time TOSE gave profuse praise of GERALD L, K. SMITH and 
stated he is one of the greatest Americana of the day, TOSS stated he 
was persecuted while in the United States Army because of his connection 
with SMITH, OORGE VOSE at this time also informed the audience that he 
is forming the nationalist Veterans of mbrld mar II, which will be a new 
Teterans organization for the returning soldiers* At this time ha stated, 
■me are going to see that the soldiers returning are given jobs, Americana 
will be taken care of first and if anything is left after that we can then 
help the British and CHURCHILL, 11 He informed the audience also that after 
the war la over, STALIN will try to dominate the world and that we will 
eventually have to fight Russia, He made the statement that the Bob elans 
are prepared to fight us with the Land-Lease material which they are 
obtaining from us and which they are storing In Siberia, 

___^^^__^_ )H0K VOSE criticised the Government's pension 
plan for returning soldilW, He stated that under his plan, each returning 
soldier should be paid |1000,00 a piece when they come home* He Informed 
the audience that the soldiers are now fighting a war for f£0,00 a month 
for millionaires and monitions makers* 

The meeting was concluded after the reading of the following 
petition sent to Congress, by Mrs, DAYID STAHLEIt 

V 
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•In Tiew of the fact that FRANKLH IKUSO BDOSEVSLT it 
a candidate for the fourth term, we demand that TILER XBRT 
be brought to the United States to stand trial and be per* 
S5^ fitted to expose hie knowledge of a conspiracy between 

HI CHORCHILL and BOOSEVSLT to get the United States into i 

without the consent of Congress* Likewise, that SHORT and 
£EMMKL be tried before court martial.* 

The meeting accepted the above resolution on the notion of GERALD L* 

K. SMITH. 

SMITH, 1 B aade the stateaent at this meeting that / 

he was to appear before a Congressional Committee in Washington, D.C. on / 
October 3$ 19hk, at which time he was to be interrogated concerning ' 
contributions made to his organisation* This information was supplied to 
the Bureau and the Detroit Field Division by teletype. 

ENCLOSURE: TO THE ERTR0H KIEJ) DI7ISI0I 

The following literature was M M and was distri- 

buted at the meeting of the jBHca^Hr^^Hr^ *t St. Henry, 
Ohio: 

1. Copy of "wbmenio Voice" dated June 28, \9hk, at Chicago, 
Illinois* 

2* Pamphlet entitled "Colored Scraps of Paper." 

3- Reprint from Congressional Record entitled "Thie Terrible 
Plight of the Farmers Iho Cannot Obtain Machinery," by 
Senator WILLIAM LAHGER* 
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— * ao5RoR^Se?BPof America First 
»t Cleveland, Ohio, September 27, 19U*. 
la the radio control room of the CLereland Public 
anditortiaa* r *** 
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SYNOPsisoFFACTS; Reportedly RALPH BERLANJ>\bAGRMAN and CHARLES_CU§XBR-^. 

<^PICKETT, with alias, CHARLES CUSTERJpHcKERT, are former 
Winona liberals. PICKETT is a farmer, 60, referred to as 
an individualist and resides at St, Charles, Minnesota. 
BAERMAN was teacher of English at Yfinona Senior High School, 
Winona, Minnesota, from September, 1927 to June, 193U» when 
he resigned. No information available relative to present 
activities of BAERMAN. Th^>fostitute_/or^Christian Economic 
Action located at Macalester College, s¥I Paul^ Minnesota, 
until 19i^2 when it became the Kaoal ester Park Publishing 
Company in St. Paul. Macalester , Pa^k^Publishing Company 
published the book entitled "Th<m y Out for_America" by 
PICKERT and BAERMAN. Subject spoke at Minneapolis "9/17,18 
and 19, 19U+. He attacked the "alien ideologies of atheistio 
jews"; the tactics of Communism, and the policies of the CI0- 
PAC. He characterised ROOSEVELT and DEWEY as "tools of 
international bankers*; castigated those responsible for 
the secrecy of the Dumbarton Oaks Conference; "exposed" 
the "machinations behind the TYj^fSlt. incident" and 
Pearl Harbour. His audience was enthusiastic over references 
of 19i^»^ationalistic Party" success. 
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Washington, D. C., 7/28/fy+j 



The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
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The indioea of theSt^Kau^^iela^iv^ionrefleot that, in the 
early part of January, 19^1 *■ Igf the VftnonaHigh \QcS 

School. KinbhaT Minnesota, adv^ed Soecial Aeent 1 R that! wk V 



School. K inonaV Minnesota, advised Special Agent m ■ thatl— _- - . 

a. ..teacher j had to be reprimanded at time^Torg^irig debatesinthe ')pr 



tssroom on the subject of •democracy". ■ Brecalled that ■ Bhad 

been a very close friend and admirer of two^RnBr Winona liberals^Wf?H BERLAND 
BAERKAN and CHARLES CUSTKR PICKETT, who had recently written a book called "The 
Way Out for America" published in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

A check of the Directory Section of the Post Office Department, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, reflected a mail address for The Institute of Economic 
Action as Macalester College, St. Paul, Minnesota, until 19i|2» However, no 
name was set out with this address. It was also noted that the address was 
changed to 1698 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. / 

'A check of the St. Paul City Directory for I9J4Z+ reflects that 
1693 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, housed the Macalester Park Publishing 
Company. Further investigation reflected that the Maoalester Park Publishing 
Company had moved to 1674 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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Under a suitable pretest, Reporting Agent ascertained from ^^^^ 

Insurance and Real Estate, 1696 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota M0 

that he was one of the members oonneoted with the Macalester Park Publishing 
Company and that it had p ublished the book entitled "The Way Out for America" 
for BAERMAN and PICKERT* VI stated that BAERMAN was not known to have any 
permanent address inasmuch^l^^e roamed around the United States. 

The indices of the St. Paul Offioe reflect no referenoe to either 
the Macalester Park Publishing Company or 
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AT WINONA, MINNESOTAi 




^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^_' of the Winona County Local Board 
#2, Winona, KSnl^Mr^^l^e^M^H^^^Sttlsea that CHARLES CUSTER PICKETT was piO 
registered for Selective Servioe in April of I9I42, serial number U286, not ^% 

classified. From the information obtained on his occupational questionnaire, 
it was ref looted that he was boVn on May 27 » 1883, at Mellette, South Dakota t 
Ee was self-employed at Rochester, Minnesota, as a fruit grower and farmer with 
home address at St. Charles, Minpesafca. The person who would always know his 
address was set out as MRS. LENAJtPfCKETT. 

The records of the Winona County Local Board $1, Winona, Minnesota, 
were also checked with negative results for the Selective Service registration 
of RALPH BERLAND BAERMAN, 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent ^^ 
at Winona, Minnesota, and St, Charles, Minnesota, on September 
19^4* 

AT ■ ST . CHARLES , MIKNESOTAl .' '' "\ ' . '"\ " '-/■*,• ' 



\>^ 




. 16 # 27 and, 28, 



_^^_^^_____ MM _^_^^___ First National Bank, advised that 
PICKERT was known as a tree surgeon and a preacher and has resided in St. Charles, 
Minnesota, all of his life. Informant stated that PICKERT has ideas that are 
not workable, is an individualist, but is not considered a propagandist. PICKERT 1 s 
wife wt.s formerly the City Librar^nin St. Charles and is not believed to agree 
with her husband* a theories. jH|^^fc did not believe that PICKERT was dangerous 
"to the Un^eo^States, On occasTons^[CKERT has claimed to be related to General 
CUSTER. ^ fcfurni shed the Agent with a copy of the book entitled "The Way 

out for^i^Wf^by CHARLES CUSTER PICKERT and RALPH BERLAND BAERMAN, published 
by The Institute for Christian Economic Action, St. Paul, Minnesota, which he had 
purchased from PICKERT several year a aeo. V t 

both of St. Charles, y^Q 

Minnesota, when xnterTieweTTTTaTea^RI^T^I^ffli^nWTJERT since he was a young * 
boy and he is known as a tree doctor and preacher. No further information could 
be furnished in regard to PICKERT being the author of any literature. 




AT WINONA, MINNESOTAi 



Th 



BERLAND BAERMAN 
1934, at whic 



records of the Winona Senior high aohool reflect that RALPH 
an English teacher there from September, 1927 through June, 





employed by the Jones & Kroeger Company, Job 

printers, checked zne type in the book which was displayed to him, "The Way out 
to America" and he stated tlra^theLeicht Press of Yfinona, Minnesota, were not 
the printers of that book, j ■ could give no information as to whom the 

publishers of this book mighT^lveDeen. 

AT RUSHFORD, MINNBSOTAi ^^_^ 

^ of the 1st Nat»l Bank, advised BAERMAN left 

Rushford abou-c -cnree years -ago, was a high school teacher in Winona, Minnesota, 
however, he did not know of BAERMAN's activities, nor could he furnish any 
further background information regarding hinu 
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AT MINNEAPOLIS, MlNKBSOTAi 

The following investigation was Conducted by SA 

•. Meeting at Truth and Liberty Temple on 
Sunday, September 17, l^kh, 7ih5 P*M« 

The main speaker of the evening was GERALD L. K. SMITH. Introductory 
speaker was C. O^Sl'ADSKLEV, Pastor of Truth and Liberty Temple. He stated 
that before introducing the^rtaln speaker of the evening he wanted to say a few 
words regarding ELIZABE^TJj^DILLING, who had previously spoke at the truth and 
Liberty Temple. According to Mr. STADSKLEV, he has been accused of anti-Semitism 
due to her appearance at the Temple. He said the mere fact she spoke at the 
Temple is not evidence of anti-Semitism on his part. She is a good Christian 
woman and I felt it my duty to allow her to speak, said Mr. STADSKLEV.. He 
stated that if being pro-Christie-n is the .same as being anti-Semitic, then he 
is ant i -Send tic; further no one is going to tell him who can speak at the 
Temple. Mr. STADSKLEV then described GERALD L. K. SMITH as a friend, and said 
it was an honor and privilege to have him as a speaker at the Truth and liberty 
Temple. 

GERALD L. K. SMITH then began his speech with the statement that 
tonight his talk wouxd be non-political, instead it would be a religious' talk. 
According to SMITE, the United States at the present time is only l/6" from 
complete federal control of religious worship. This control of religion is 
being pushed by the "Atheist Jews", who with their alien ideologies desire to 
oontrol the thinking and living of all the people in America. He pointed out 
he has been investigated by the Military Intelligence, Office of Na^d. Intelligence, 
the FBI, and Congressional bodies, all to no avail. He says he welcomes these 
investigations since he has nothing to hide. He claims the Jews desire to 
place him in prison because he is for "Christ First in America*. He says that 
being presidential candidate for the^merica First Party in the I9I4I+ election is 
really a fiction since he knows that there is no chance of his being elected, 
but this is the beginning of the party and it is growing by leaps and bounds. 
"When 19^3 appears, it will be a different story, the America First Party 
will be a party to reckon with. There will be only two parties at that time, 
one the America First Party which will be the nationalistic party, and the 
other the Communist Party which will be an international! stic party • There 
will be no Republican or Democratic party. The Communist Party will be the 
Party to beat because they have a program, but "we too have a program" • 
SMITH then told the audience his son, who is presently in the united States 
Army stationed in India, has been discriminated against because he is the 
son of GERALD L. K. SMITH. He said he had eight years military training prior 
to induction into the Army but had never been able to receive a commission. 
SMITH stated his son is now forced to help Britain keep 500 million slaves 
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in bondage in India,' He also told of the time his son was on march with " 
several other United States soldiers and that. some of them died from stravation, 
He did not specify the locale of this event. ■ - 

\ According to SMITH, United States soldiers wilf return to the United 
States .subsequent to the termination of the present war and find themselves 
penniless because most of the wealth of this country will have been given to 
Russia, England, China, and South America, They will also be faced with ft 
$500 million debt and unemployment. 

He explained he and his wife journeyed to Washington, B.C. to attend 

the Dumbarton Oaks Peace Conference, but he was refused admittance. Soldiers 

guarding the conference told him they would shoot him if he attempted to enter. 

Ke says he then made a speech to the soldiers and was convinced that some of 

them would be "Good America Firsters" after the YTar* 
> ■, j ] 

He said that a large Chicago Jewish paper entitled "The SentineJ* had 
accused him of advocating sterilization of the Jews at the America First 
Convention in Detroit. This is absolutely an untruth according to SMITH. 
He says there was one delegate at the convention who advocated sterilization 
of the Jews but this motion was never seconded ana most certainly was not 
carried. He went on to say it is his desire to place Christ first in America; 
that if Christ were first in all nations we would have no HITLER, no MUSSOLINI, 
no STALIN. 



He then told the audience that Minneapolis, Minnesota, is presently 
governed by that "Alien Russian, Communist Jew, Bevolutionist SliDNEY HILLMAN*. 
^ . He stated that due to SIDNEY HILLKAH he was unable to speak at the Municipal 
j ' Auditorium in Minneapolis. He said it was also impossible to speak at the 

American Hall in St. Paul due to the faat that the St. Paul poliae refused 
protection. 

He described presidential candadite DEWEY as "the little man with 
the big dog", and President ROOSEVELT as "the big man with the little dog". He 
says neither of these individuals are any good but that he prefers DEWEY as the 
lesser of two evils# He told the audience I can*t ell you what is going to 

.,,... . happen to me in the next four years, I may be in prison or I may be killed, bat 

^"^ "I am willing to be a martyr to the cause" • 

s_U*f He then cited the case of eight Ohio farmers who had corn standing 

^"*~ in their fields and were without a corn picker* They went to town to buy 

a corn picker but the dealer refused to sell them one which he had standing on 
?»7£S8p the floor due to the fact that they had no certificate. The farmers laid the 
; v : ;; ; v^ money on the counter and took the corn picker without a certificate. They were 
i'vv^f later tried and sentenced to five years in the federal penitentiary, but their 
sentence was suspended. He cited this oase as an example of freedom in America 

today. 
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#&:*?£ According to SMITH, President ROOSEVELT 1 s fortune was founded years 

v '•' '■ >" ; r ago through opium smuggling. 
fr' ' 

SMITH says that all real Christians are now being labelled "Fascists" 
bv--'the Communists and other liberal elements. Be said that a group known as 
^Friends of Democracy", controlled by the Communists, is presently engaged in 
a smear campaign against him which he welcomes. 

SMITH closed the meeting with a prayer. 

A collection was taken during the meeting. SMITH stated the entire 
collection would go to the Truth and Liberty Temple. 

There were approximately 5OO people present at the meeting. 
The following Investigation was conducted by 3A 



c 



Meeting at Truth and Liberty Temple \yt^ 

on Monday, September 18, I9I4I4. - 8;00 P.M. 

The speaker was introduced by C. 0. STADSKLEV the pastor of the 
Truth and Liberty Temple. He commended this man as being among the few 
courageous men left in the United States. 

SMITH immediately began to harangue relative to his "Nationalistic 
Party" saying that "when the boys come back the Nationalistic Party will 
become dynamic and intensive". He declared he hopes DEWEY will be elected since 
DEWEY was the lesser of two evils; that his candidacy was not important in the 
November elections, however, in the 19i+8 elections the Nationalistic Party 
would unanimously carry the soldier vote. 

SMITH declared that he was not anti-Semitic but he thought that 
"three million New York Jews should not run the country". 

Ee dwelt at some length with the 33 editorials in his publication 
"The Cross and the Flag". According to SMITH, the , ROOSEVELT wealth had its 
origin "in opium smuggling"; that a large tire manufacturing company allegedly 
owned by HENRY FORD was shipped to Russia. He attacked the British censorship, 
and characterized HENRY WALLACE as a "midwife". He told those in attendance 
that he was not "mad at DEWEY but that DEWEY did not have any ♦guts'". 

SMITH told of his experiences at the Dumbarton Oaks Conference. 

5S53SR He desoribed to an enthusiastic audience how a major in the United States 

Army told him that "they would possibly have to shoot him to l©ep him out of 
the secret conference? He indicated that he was greatly disturbed with the 
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fact that the Russians could get in the conference and he could not. 

He was of the opinion that ROOSEVELT was collaborating with international 

bankers and "was mixed up in international skulduggery" • 

Finally SMITH told the audience that he would disclose to "them 
"the story of the century". He then spoke of the" TYLER KENT incident 
indicating that he had obtained his information from KENT'S mother. Re- 
portedly KENT is a brilliant diplomat and linguist originally stationed in 
the United States Embassy at Moscow. After inciting STALIN* s displeasure 
at the kreml'.n, KENT was transferred to London at which time JOSEPH P. 
KEN.'EDY was the United States Ambassador to St. James. Allegedly KMT 
served as liaison officer and decoder between WINSTON CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT. 
SMITH alleged that KENT learned from the coded messages that ROOSEVELT and 
CHURCHILL were engaged in international machinations. KENT became so perturbed 
that he attempted to leave London but was unable to get a passport; finally he 
went to Captain RAMSEY, told him the complete story, and RAMSEY in turn appeared 
before, the House of Parliament and "exposed "WINSTON CHURCHILL". As a result of 
this, .KENT was dismissed from the diplomatic staff and immediately arrested by 
the British authorities. He was tried in the British Court and sentenced to the 
Isle of Wight where he is today. According to SMITH, KENT'S mother has appealed 
to the Supreme Court for a redress. SMITH believes that KENT should be brought 
into this country for trial; that when the complete story of KENT'S arrest 
was told it will "end the ROOSEVELT dynasty". SMITE intimated that JOSEF 
STALIN was able to obtain certain coded messages from KENT when KENT -was 
stationed in Moscow since the O.G.P.U. was surveilling KENT at all times. 
As a result of this, STALIN is today holding these messages over ROOSEVELT'S 
and CHURCHILL'S head, and is "whipping them into line". 

There were approximately 500 people in attendance at the Truth 
and Liberty Temple, approximately 250 people in the basement of the church, 
and possibly 150 people on the outside of the church. SMITH was enthusiastically 
received and some members of the audience were heard to ejaculate "Eoycutt 
the Jews" and "Buy Christian". 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 



Meeting at Truth and Liberty Temple 
on Tuesday, September 19, 1914* - 8:00 P.M. 



W 






GERALD L, K. SMITH was introduced by C . 0. STADSKLEV the pastor of 
Truth and Liberty Temple, After acknowledging the introduction GERALD L. K. 
SMITH discussed Father COUGHLIN, during which discussion he stated he was 
a friend of Father COUGHLIN and that Father COUGHLIN was "finally hushed 
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up "by the Jews", IS, S« jfr^SANDERSON of Rochester, ?,!innesota, -was then asked 
to read the resolution of the recent ijnerica First Committee which resolution 
opposed the gold standard. After the resolution was read GERALD L. K« SMITE 
advised he was opposed to the gold standard and stated, he favored control 
of the monetary system of this country by the federal government not by the 
world bankers. He next discussed the Jewish situation in the United*; States 
and advised that there/are approximately 500,000 Jewish refugees already in 
this country as a result of the present war and approximately U4 million 
who desire to enter the United States as- refugees. "He next pointed out that 
the Jews are working out monopolies in the various enterprises and stated that 
3% of the big business companies in the United States have received 50^ of the 
government contracts during the present war. He referred to Rabbi STEPHEN XfLSE 
as being the leading Jew in the United States. He critized the anti- defamation 
league, which he indicated was operated and controlled by the Jews, and he 
critized the Jewish control of newspapers, theatres, end radios in the United 
States. He pointed out that 60 Jews in Hollywood control the movie industry. 
He, further pointed out the pressure which the Jews, can exert on newspapers^ 
and raaios by threatening to withdraw their business advertisements from news- 
papers £nd radios in order to control such newspapers and radio programs. 
He pointed out that the sedition trial of 26 persons in Washington, D.C. has 
been forced upon the government by the Jews. He concluded by stating that the 
Jews in the United States must cooperate and settle. the various problems or 
they must suffer the consequences. 

He next discussed the Negro problem in the United States and stated 
chat there are three. a venues of approach to the problem* . The first by - 
annihilation} the second, intermingling; and the third colonization. , He 
pointed out that the first two approaches, namely annihilation and intermingling 
of the races obviously would not settle the problem. He then discussed colonization 
as an approach and stated that 2j- Hegroes were already in favor of a colony 
being set up in West Africa, and he, indicated he was in favor of this coloniza- 
tion! the colony to be maintained under the flag of the United States. He 
next discussed immigration of Chinese from the Orient and pointed out that 
there are 300 million Chinese who would like to immigrate to the United States. 
He advocated that the entry gates to the United States be closed to immigration 
of the Chinese. 
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Concerning the war with Japan, he pointed out that in the latter 
part Of 19U1 WINSTON CHURCHILL saw the futility of getting the United States 
involved in the European War, but that in February, 1'9L|2« before the House 
of Commons, CHURCHILL boasted he had succeeded in getting the United States 
involved in the Pacific War. Concerning the Japan attack on Pearl Harbor, 
he stated that the administration' had every reason to believe that war would 
come with Japan. He pointed out that approximately one year prior to the 
war the administration had talked of the possibility of war with Japan developing 
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from cutting off the oil "supply going to Japan, and the administration ' 
had reached the decision that to cut off the oil supply would certainly . 
result in war with Japan. He stated that shortly before Pearl Harbor an 
ultimatum was directed to Japan wherein the oil supply from this country was 
cut off to Japan, and pointed out that although one year previous the admin- 
istration had decided such an act would certainly result in war. Upon cutting 
the oil supply to Japan, the military and naval authorities at Pearl Harbor 
were not advised. He pointed out that Admiral KIMMJ2L and General SHORT who 
were in command of the Navy and Army at Fearl Harbor at the time of the attack 
should be brought to trial before the coming election in order that the facts 
concerning the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor could be fully developed and aired. 
He pointed out that prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor the United States had 
sold scrap iron to Japan and had sold obsolete warships which had cost this 
government $2,000,000 to construct for $7,000 each as scrap, and he pointed 
out that some of these warships purchased by Japan were floated from this, 
country to Japan, reconstructed, and are presently being used against us. ' 
He pointed out that the war in China has been lost by the allies but that 
censorship would not permit this information to be given to the American 
people. He stated that Madame CHIANG KAI SEEK is a refugee at the present 
time and that General CHIANG KAI SEEK is "on his way out". He stated that 
Marshal STALIN had indicated he would render absolutely no assistance to the 
allies in the Pacific unless the allies would team up with the Communists 
in China. 
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The last topic discussed by GERAID L. K. SMITH was socialized medicine, 
and he indicated that he was very much opposed to socialized medicine in the 

United States. . ( ". __ * 

The meeting lasted from approximately 8iQ0 P.M. to 10*00 P.M. 
The house was filled to a capacity, there being approximately 500 people 

present. 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN •- 
ENCLOSURE TO DETROIT: One copy of book entitled "The Way Out for America". 
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Re: -GERALD L. KT SMITH, with aliases; 
<-HmERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 



Dear Sir: 



obtained from;. 
Bureau, for the 
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September 




out herein the pertinent ii 
"1 whose identity is known to Ve 
, 1944 through September 28, 1944. 
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Informant advises that SMITH is devoting most of his 
time and attention at the present to his political campaign for President 
of the United states on the America First Party ticket and is presently 
on a tour of various cities in the Middle West. 

SMITH was in Minneapolis on September 17, 18 and 19; 
in Milwaukee on September 20; Chicago on September 21; St. Louis on 
September 22; St. Henry, Ohio, September 24; Cleveland, September 2' 



Buffalo, September 28, and he will be in Philadelphj^ 

iober o, ] 



Baltimore on October 3, and Pittsburgh on Oct< 



1944. 



<^/s ' C^ 



The arrangements for the Philadelphia meeting have 
been made by CATHERINE! BROWN of that city who is well known as a leader 
of the National Blue i&ar Mothers of America and is a close friend of 
J SMITH. The Baltimore meeting is being arranged through Poctor_tfA LTaR 
\ HAUS HALTER of the Baltimore Christian Temple, who is also a close friend 
" OT^ISTH. Arrangements for the meeting at Pittsburgh on October^, are> 
in the hands of Mrs. MARIElLOHIi; of that city. '"ffTPV r *^>-^ 

Informant advises that GEORGEjftVGSE of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, a candidate on the Party *s state ticket in Michigan and a 
disabled veteran of World War II, has been making the present speaking 
trip with SMITH. The meeting at St. Henry, Ohio on September 24, 1944 
at which HARRYJROMER, the Party 1 8 candidate for Vice-President of the 
United states, (made his acceptance speech, was reported to have been a 
big success. The meeting was evidently held out of doors and cars were 
parked within a radius of a quarter of a mile to hear the speakers, 
ttOMER is said by SMITH to be a prominent leader of the Coughlinites in Ohio 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 

September 30, 1944 



SMITH haa been having some difficulty with his cam- 
^T® paign, according to informant. The state of Alabama will not allow him 

to place his name on the ballot as a Presidential Candidate in that state. 
The America First Party filed credentials and papers with the state of 
Texas seeking to qualify the party for the ballot in that state. The 
names of twenty-two candidates for Presidential Electors were filed. No 
word has as yet been received from the state of Texas as to whether or not 
the names will be placed on the ballot. 

SMITH has complained to the newspapers that he cannot 
obtain gasoline for the purpose of traveling on his presidential campaign. 
He has stated that lOEY is "running around the country on a luxury train" 
and that "ROOSEVELT has spent $20,000,000 on his trip to Honolulu" but that 
"the OPA has refused to grant me my request for gasoline." SMITH has 
applied for enough gasoline for 8,000 miles in Michigan and for 20,000 
miles in the nation but has not as yet received a definite reply, since 
the OPA has requested additional information from him before making a 
decision. 



SMITH has also complained about the fact that he 
could not get his name on the ballot in the state of Maryland due to some 
technicality and indicated that he would take the matter to the Supreme 
Court, claiming that this action in refusing to put his name on the ballot 
was a disenfranchisement of the people. 

SMITH received a telegram from senator THEODORE GREEN, 
Chairman of the Campaign expenditures Committee of the United states 
Senate, requesting that he advise that committee of those states in which 
the America jdrst Party has slated candidates for President and Vice- 
President and who will appear on the official ballot in the general 
election. SMITH has been in touch with other members of the United 
states senate- He requested senator HENNeT CLARK of Missouri to address 
his meeting at St. Louis on September 22, stating that the meeting would 
be attended by "1,000 Nationalists." Informant did not know whether or 
not senator CLARK had replied to sMTT H's request. He also received some 
communications from senator hOBEttT REYNOLDS of North Carolina, although 
informant did not know the nature of the matters dealt with in these 
letters. 

SMITH is making plans to begin his campaign in the 
state of Michigan at an early date and hopes to have four or five good 
rallies prior to election day. He originally intended to have the first 
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rail/ about the seventh or eighth of October but informant now states that 
it will probably be held on the twelfth of October in the book Cadillac 
Hotel, Detroit, Michigan. A rally is also scheduled for Midland, Michigan 
where SMITH has permission to use the loud speaker. It is evidently his 
intention to follow the exact itinerary which he used in his original 
campaign for the united states Senate two years ago. 

A letter has been sent out by him to i»00 postmasters 
in Michigan asking for their routes and the number of boxes on the route*. 
This is for the purpose of getting out the rural vote. SMITH has a list 
of about 10,000 "best names 4 * but it is not clear whether or not these 
are confined to Michigan or extend throughout the country. These 
individuals will «be contacted by mail starting about thirty days before 
election. HARVEYf SPRINGER, a preacher from Denver, Colorado, who has 
collaborated wiW SMITH in the past, is expected to come to Detroit in 
October and give assistance to SMITH in his campaign. 

jj- Informant indicated that SMITH had ordered fopm EARL 

7S0UTHARD of Chicago an additional 500 copies of SOUTHARD'S book t / »Forty 

~ Tears of Koosevelt ." He wanted these books, however, to omit the box 
appearing on page forty- two which infers that the readers should vote 
for DEtfEY* SMITH wishes to distribute these books among the followers 
of his Party and does not want any "plugs" for DEWEY to appear in such 
book." 

SMITH is also very much interested in an article 
appearing in the Chicago Sun on September 16th dealing with conditions 
in France and pointing out that the American soldiers there found 
people better provided for in France than they had been in England. 
SMITH was anxious to get a copy of this article and considered it very 
significant. 

According to informant, SMITH snd KENNETH C^TCEBER of 
Detroit, attorney for the FARMERS 1 GUILD and Chairman of the State 
Convention of the America First Party held in Detroit on July 3lat, are 
in agreement on most of the political issues of the day. WEBER has 
indicated that SMITH'S voters are the life blood of the Farmers' Guild 
in Michigan. SMITH explained to VJEBER that ELIZABETH DILLING had stated 
that she could not vote for the America First Party but that she would 
vote a straight Republican ticket and impeach DEWEY if he did not act 
in a manner satisfactory to her. SMITH felt that he should write her 
and tell her that DEWEY'S attack on HAMILTON FISH and himself was sufficient 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERAID L. K. SMITH, was 

September 30, 1944 



evidence of his attitude. SMITH advised WEBER that the Chicago Tribune 
had indicated in a recent article that it was futile to expect anything 
of DSVJBY and the voters should concentrate on candidates for the Senate 

and House of Representatives. 

The suit against SJ£ITH by the individual who claimed 
he had a prior right to the name, "America First,' 1 has been dropped. 

According to informant, BERNARD aJTdOMAN, Secretary 
and Treasurer of the America First Party and SMITH. 1 s personal secretary, 
is leaving SMITH on November 1st, allegedly because of ill health and 
has told SMITH he will go to Texas to live. However, informant states 
that DOMAK has been looking for a job at various other places in Detroit 
and apparently is not leaving SMITH for reasons of ill health, although 
D0K1&K apparently wants SliITH to believe that such is the reason for his 
leaving. 

Very truly yours, 

R. A. GUERIN, SAC 
>2-112 
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October 17, l?Ui 




This will acknowledge receipt of your recent letter dated 
October 11, V)l\i. 

Your observations are nuch appreciated and should you in the future 
receive other information which you believe to be of interest to this Bureau, 
please feol free to comunicate with the Special A^cnt in Chare© of this 
Bureau's Hew Orlcano Field Division located at 1300 I aoonic Tenple Building, 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana. 

Sincerely yours, 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Michigan State Convention of the America 
v First Party held July 31 and August 1, 

\ / 1944, at Detroit. National convention of 

X \/fv<^\L0Xy>U the Partv held Aigust 29,30, 1944 at 
'Y VTO^^'i Detroit, at which time 9-iITH was nominated 

as candidate for President and HARRY A. 
RQME3. of St. Henry, Ohio, was nominated 
as a candidate for Vice President of the 
United States. 34ITK has devoted a great 
part of his time during the past six 
weeks in connection with the convention. 
He was in Washington, D.C., for the week 
beginning August 21, 19-44, where he at- 
tempted- tk gain admission into the IXom- 
harton Oak\ Conference. 34ITH planning » 
an* extensive speaking tour in connection^ 
^Kh Presidential campaign. SMITH* s 
^interest in Washington sedition trials 
continues. 
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DETAILS: At Detroit. Michigan : ■ Or 

Unless otherw^estated^^^Jhe^nformation hereinafter set 
out has "been received from IV whose identity is 
known to the Bureau, ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Subject 3-iITH claim^to have taken a very active part in the 
fight against Vice President HESR?]WALLACE for his nomination as Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States at the Democratic National Convention at Chicago 
and in this connection 3OTH nut out a circular at the convention, allegedly 
\ showing Vice President WALLACE'S connection with JOSEPH STALIN and SIDNEY" 
YhIHKAN, Subject at the Chicago Democratic Convention also put out a circu- 
lar relative to an alleged philosophy of Vice President WALLACE on inter- 
marriage of negroes and whites. 

DON toHBECK' moved to Detroit, Michigan, from St. Louis, 
Missouri, in approximately the middle of July, 1944, and is employed by 
Subject to work in lis downtown Detroit office and has been devoting a 
considerable part of his time to a study of the election laws of the various 1 
states. 

During the past six or seven weeks, SMITH has been in contact 
with RALPH BAEfcfriAN of Washington, D. C. BAEHMAN, for SMITH'S benefit, has 
been making a survey of the changes in the election laws of the several 
states with reference to the Soldier's Vote. S4I3B and BAEM^iavea 
mutual frjend residing in Washington, D. C,, by the name of W^ ^k i 

r of fl Band the street is believedToo^^^^B &7<Z- 

ashington telephone number is 

rd from some source that "the v . .„ .._ 

gruntled with the way everything is being handled in reference to the 
pending sedition trials in Washington* 

Senator ROBERT 'REYNOLDS allegedly told a reporter from the 
Chicago Sun that he had no auajjns about being one hundred percent for every- 
thing that 3'iITH is for. In the early part of August, 1944, Senator 
REYNOLDS expressed himself to the effect that he was about -to support the 
Republican ticket because he did not want to support the Hew Deal., "but that 
he had decided he would rather have ROOSEVELT than DEWEY in the Presidency 
and he felt that DEMET is politically a "dead pigeon/ - 

On July 28, 1944, &4ITH reported to the Associated Press 
that he had sent a telegram to Governor THKAS E\ DEMEK" at Albany, New ? 
in "sub stance as follows: ■ A- 

"Ia the light of your condemnation of Congressman HAMILTON^ SH, wou) 
you be interested in replying to the following questions: 
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,! 1. Do you agree with Governor BRICKER in his "bid for the . ^ j 

support of my followers and myself? 

" 2. Lb you oppose the reelection of such America First republicans 
as Congressman CLMRMQFEKAN, Senator G3HALD ¥{ NYE, -Senator 
KBERT aJ TaFT and Co'nVessman ROYTOOBHUFF and 'such other 
America ikrst. nationalists who hav4 spoken and voted 
throu^iouV the years the same as EifyHIMJ FISH? 

"3, Do you realize that you have "broken tradition in interfering 
with a Congressional primary? 

"4. Do you propose to interfere in Congressional districts with 

the people' s right to nominate their own candidate for Congress? 

"5. If you practice the purge system such as practiced by Mr. 
ftQ0SEV3LT before election, what could we expect of you if 
elected?' 1 

In further reference to Governor DEWEY* s attack on HAMILTON 

FISH, S4ITH is of the opinion that DEtfEY will give "SIEVE" DAY "the same 

dose." . . 

On or about July 31, 1944, S'HTH made a press release to the 
rnrrp wire service representatives in Detroit as follows: 

"For the first time in history a party officially and 

(legally qualified as the America First Party meets today in a state 
convention in Detroit. 
"The call was issued by BERNARD A.\l£>MAN as Secretary, at the 
instigation of GERALD L. K, SsiIIE, National Di^ctor of the newly-formed 
America First Party. 3XMAN said, 'Delegates have qualified from sixty- 
two Michigan counties, ^e shall nominate many candidates for office, 
including all State officers, Presidential electors and candidates for the 
State Legislature.' 

"GEkALD L. E. S-ilTH, interviewed at the convention headquarters 
n. in Detroit at the Detroit Leland Hotel said, 'Our people cannot swallow 

. ; the New Deal or anything that looks or sounds like ROOSEVELT.' 

./' • 

"Governor DEWEY has told the world that he will not accept 

our support, in fact, in his April 4 speech he virtually called for the 
??■&* liquidation of our three million constituents. DEWEY' s attack on Con- 

'.'¥#: gressman HAMILTON FISH, one of the nation's leading America Firsters, 

" :; v makes it imperative that we lay the foundation for a dynamic nationalist 

party in America. 
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11 'It is possible that we may not nominate for Vice President , ! 
said SMITH, » because of the popularity of Governor JOHN BRICKER among our 
people. 1 . 

"Today we will choose someone to "be the America First candi- 
date for President in Michigan with the understanding that whomsoever we 
name today for President will defer if necessary to the candidate nomi- 
nated "by our national convention when it meets the fourth week in -August." 

At the Michigan State Convention of the America First Party 
held at Detroit on August 1, 1944, S4ITH probably had Governor BRICKSR 
nominated for Vice President with the thought that he would necessarily not 
accept the nomination. On the same day, according to the United Press dis- 
patch, Governor BRICKER did refuse the nomination in words as follows: "I 
will not accept such a ridiculous offer. I shall not permit my name to be 
used in any such connection." 

■According to the United Press in reference to Governor 
BRICKER' s nomination, Governor DEWEY stated, "The report that America Pi rst 
has nominated 3'iITH and BHICKER is a smear. GERALD MTH is one of those 
rabble-rousers who, like ABOLPH HITLER, makes racial prejudice his stock 
in trade. This contemptible attempt to associate himself with Governor 
BRICKSR is a sinister attempt to smear the Republican candidate for Vice 
President. 11 

In response to the statements made by Governors BRICKER and 
DEMEY, S4ITH issued a statement to the United Press in substance as follows: 
"The comment of Governor DEWEY and Governor BRICKSR concerning the action 
of the America First Party proves to my complete satisfaction .the need for 
the America Pi rst Party as the true voice of nationalism in America. I 
observe that Hr. DEWEY, who seems so touchy concerning America Pirst matters 
has endorsed for Congress against HAMILTON FISH the same candidate which is 
being supported by EARL BRO v WDER. The truth is out at l ast. DE4EY* s attack 
on America First assures beyond doubt the fact that ROOSEVELT, W1LKIE, DEWEY 
and BEOWDEft' are in the same bed together. They all opposed FISH and supported 
BMETT. The same gang" fights GERALD L, K. 34ITH. I am not afraid to take 
them all at once, I'll have plenty of help when the boys come home." 

In further reference to Governor BRICKSR, S4ITH released the 
statement: ''In repudiating our cordial support, he has displayed the same 
weakness as when he capitulated to DEMEY at' Chicago. If DEWEY can control 
him now, he can control him if, by accident, he is elected." 

The Executive Committee of the America First Michigan State 
Convention caucused on the ni'gat of August 1, 1944. BERNARD A. DCMAN acted 
as chairman and RARRY A. RCMER of St. Henry, Ohio, was chosen as Vice President, 
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fiOKER hag been a leader of the National Union for Social Justice and is a 
member of the Farmers Guild, RCMER is allegedly a prominent merchant and 
farmer and presided over a meeting Some time ago in Greenville, Ohio, where 
a large number of farmers were addressed by SMITH, The nomination as the 
Vice Presidential candidate of the Party was accepted by HOMER. Several • 
days after the nomination of Governor BBICKSR as the Vice Presidential 
candidate of the itaerica First Party in Michigan and BKLCKER's refusal to 
accept the nomination, EMITH is alleged to have explained that he had worked 
the nomination of BRICKER to hold his people together, that some of them had 
felt that they could entrust their welfare to BRICK2R and by forcing him 
into a repudiation it kept the .America First group in a solid body. 

On August 2, 1944, S4ITH made the following release to the 
United Press in Detroit; "I accuse Governor T. E. EEMEY. of being the first 
Presidential candidate in history in making a political issue out of the 
Jewish question. By introducing the Jewish question into national politics, 
he does the Jewish race a grave injustice. He becomes the super- demagogue 
in using this technique to hold the support of the large Jewish vote in Sew <\*\ 
York. The Jewish issue was not mentioned or discussed at the convention of j\ v * 
the .america First Party." '' 

— In the early part of -August, 1944 r the dates of August 29 and 

30, 1944, were selected by 341 TH for the holding of the first national con- 
vention of the iimerica First Party in Detroit, Michigan. It was determined 
that the convention headquarters should be at the Detroit Leland Hotel. It 

~ was originally planned that two "big sessions of the convention should be held 

at the auditorium of the Northern High School in Detroit, Michigan, 

.j In connection with SMTH 1 s use of the school auditorium, the 

Y V^ Board of iiiucation of the City of Detroit ruled that SMITH could not have 

i same until he appeared personally before the School Board and, in accordance 

with this, SvilTH did appear before the Board on .August 8,' 1944- , at which 
meeting the Board voted to permit SMITH and his organization to use the 
auditorium for the national convention, provided no collections of any kind 
were made within the auditorium. SMITH claimed that the Board of Education 
had been used as a sounding board to attack the patriotism and .American 
integrity of himself and his compatriots and that the "Commies" were active 
in trying to keep him from getting the school and further that a member of 
the School Board by the last name of GOEfafiN had been particularly outstand- 
^ ing in his attack on 3'ilTH and afterwards SMI2H referred to GOHMAH as being 

' a "little kike." Notwithstanding the fact that the School Board at this 

meeting determined to permit SfolTH to use a school auditorium during the 
America First Party national convention, the idea of using the auditorium 
' was abandoned by S4ITH and it was determined that all activities in connec- 

ts tion with the convention would be had at the Detroit Leland Hotel. 
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In connection with his campaign, SOTH released a proposal 
to the effect that Britain and France should release a million square miles 
of land in Africa to he mada available free for negro colonization. In 
response to this, RAYMOND AJMAHTINEZ, a negro attorney in Detroit, associated 
with the\ Negro Nationalists TBociety of America, through the Detroit News 
attackedXSMITH 1 s position and disclaims any connection with S4ITH of his 
group. In explanation of his criticism ,of SMITH appearing In the Detroit 
Hews, MARTINEZ claimed that he had been working on the idea of African 
'colonization since 1930 and that in 1938 he had prepared a "bill which Senator 
BILBjk had introduced in Congress and that when the negro press found out 
about BILB0A{s connection, it immediately attacked both him and the bill. 
KaBiFINSZ claimed that other negroes had' "jumped" on him concerning 34lTH*s 
position and told him that they would run into plenty of trouble if 3aITH 
endorsed "this proposition." . 

According to representations made by S4ITS, the Jim erica 
First Party is entering into various campaigns in connection with the 
Fall election, principally for educational and propaganda purposes and 
insofar as the Presidential campaign is concerned, he, StalTH, is going to' 
attempt to compel debate on the principal issue of whether to bring the 
boys home or not. 

According to a press release made by 34ITH, it was stated 
that during the campaign he intended to accuse DEWEY of wanting to take this 
country into an alliance with Britain in order to "whip" Russia and further 
that during the campaign SMITH intends to discuss issues which he claims 
neither of the major political candidates have the nerve to discuss, namely,^, 

(1) The TYLJ30K3NT case involving his mysterious internment in London after ;' 
asserting that CHURCHILL, before he arose to the prime ministership, was 
using theXdiplomatic pouch to correspond with BOOSEVFLT about coming events; 

(2) the KlmEL-SHQHT scandals directly and completely. 



v - 1 about August 20, 1944, % Wj advised SMI IE 

to the effect that "they" have something per|ona^5nuieTma@3 presiding 
over theVeditioh trials at Washington, D. cj, that will hold the trial up 
for a whil^. 






By a release given to the United Press, it was announced 
that the buffalo had been chosen as the symbol of the America First Party 
and that Washington is the vigiette of the Party and will appear on America 

% First ballots. After this S-ilTH requested of the Department of the Interior 

the use of a buffalo as a mascot for the Party and requested that a buffalo 
be named "America First." This request was responded to by Secretary of the 
Interior, HAROLD L. ICKES, who refused to grant the request on the basis that 

: v> - he did not want to play politics with the national parks. 
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;.V On August. 20, 1944, SMITH left Detroit, arriving at Washington, 

■:>; D. C. , the following day. He claimed that his purpose for going to . f 

S Washington was to insist that the "nationalists 11 "be represented at the Dam- In 

Tt barton Oaks Conference, havingexpressed himself to the effect that he r* 

thought the matter of JOHN F03TE3 DULLES' taking part in the conference was 
a "terrible hoax." In reference It o DULLES, RALPiflBAEH^LAN of Washington, 
^ D. C. , allegedly expressed himsellf to the effect iKat "he did not trust • 

< : J DULLES at all and had read articles indicating that DULLES does law "business 

_A for the British Empire. 3UTH allegedly claimed that his business at the 

State Department was "being handled personally "by COBDELL HULL and that on 
August 23, 1944, he had given ''our" ultimatum, making the accusation of 
commission of treason in connection with the holding of the Dumbarton Oaks • 
Conference "behind the people's backs and threatening to impeach "than." 

34ITH went from Washington, D. C., directly to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, in order to be there in time for a meeting at Hamilton, Ohio, on 
August 27, 19^4, where he and HAREf_A. EOMER addressed a meeting of farmers. 

SMITH expressed considerable concern in connection with an 
articjj/appearing' in the August 15, 1944, isgiyyMev York Post by 
VICTo5\lES2L, He expressed his concern to ^Bppp 1 particularly from 
the standpoint of the source of the informatioi^Livulgea in the article and 



indicated* that the "mystery man' 1 referred to in the articleMa^^LPH 
BAEHhAN'of Washington, D. C. 3'iITH allegedly indicated to| |bat ha 

felt tba^hejnformation contauaed in the article had come to tae author 
through« p. na^ji£lr as ■ fciad recently been in Washington and New 

York. JPeg ea^y^ ^^^^Bina roffea t hat while in New York he had "been^^^ 
contac^w^J ■ and both he and his wife visited with| p 

■^^■BHB^aurTn^heff stay and that during either of ttieu^isits some 
^^^^^nxormationun the article may have been discussed. | also 

allegedly claimed to SMITH that he felt that some of the inlomarion^ in 
the article may have come from employees in SOUTH' s downtown office in 
Detroit. 

The National Convention of the America First Party convened 
at the Detroit Leland Hotel in Detroit at 3 p.m. -August 29, 1944. There 
were five sessions in all, the first session being at 3 p.m., the second a.t 
8 p.m. on .august 29, and the last three sessions being at 10 a.m., 3 p.m., 
and 8 p.m. on iiugust 30, 1944. At the convention 34ITH was nominated as 
the candidate for President of the United States. 

On August 31, 1944, the following release came over the 
wire of the Associated Press, inaibstance: 
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"The Senate Elections Committee agreed today to consider 
the request that it investigate the introduction at the .America First 
Party National Convention at Detroit this week of a resolution calling 
for either the deportation or sterilization of Jews. Chairman GREEN, 
Democrat ' from Anode Island, announced that the committee would meet 
tomorrow to consider a 1 protest of the*Son-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League, 
whose headquarters are in New York City, that the resolution w?s designed 
to incite racial strife. JAMES aNhEJLDON of Boston as Chairman of the 

Xi-Nazi League sent in a telegram tjo GREHN that ' there is here a plain 
spiracy to incite and encourage racial strife in America in time of 
war and to deprive America's citizens of their civil rights, under the 
guise of carrying" on activities as a political party.' SHELDON also 
protested to the Senate Committee against the America First Convention's 
adoption of a resolution 'calling for a vast public investigation of the 
Jewish influence in the government and the war. We respectfully suggest 
and urge your committee to undertake investigation of the possible misuse 
of the political party machinery and other electoral practice's by a group 
which poses as a political party, but is in fact a subversive propaganda 
agency.' 

"The deportation resolution proposed that 'all Jews should 
be deported to a later designated area if they do not leave America 
voluntarily within five years.' 11 

In response to inquiries concerning the above release, SMITH 
allegedly stated to a representative of the Associated Press that the reso- 
lution referred to was not adopted, nor even brought to a vote, that "some 
fellow" did make the statement at the convention. Further, 94ITH alleged^ 
said that he knew of a Jew who said that all Germans should "be. sterilized, 
"but that the Jew was not investigated. 

34ITH, in answer to Mr. SHELDON' s accusation, made the 
following release to the Associated Press: "JAMES A, SHELDON, who wants 
me investigated, is the head of a Gestapo-like organization which racketeers 
on Jewish contributors. CXir convention was covered by the Press. Any 
newspaperman who covered our convention knows that the Maerz Resolution 
was not even considered. A careful investigation of SHELDON 1 s outfit will 
reveal that they have spent hundreds and thousands of dollars to smear such 
good Americans as HBSH^FOHD, Colonel ECBEKT^ocCCKMlCK, CHARLES A. ^NIBEBGH 
and numerous members of O^ngress. SHHLDON is mad because we kicked one of 
his hired stooges out of the convention on his ear. Let's investigate 
everybody and alternate the questions "between SHELDON and myself and let 
the American people decide who is right." In making the release to the 
Associated Press, it was explained that the stooge referred to as being 
kicked out of the meeting was a man named MABK^JOSSI. 
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Concerning a suggested investigation of SMITH and the America 
First Party "by the American Legion, that is hereinafter referred to, SMI5H 
made the following release to the Associated and United Press Services in 
Detroit on September 1, 19^4: "I welcome an investigation "by the American 
Legion. I would suggest, however, that the National Committee on Americani- 
zation or the Michigan Committee on Americanization would "be more competent 
to judge than any local Legion leaders, who might hold a partial political 
viewpoint. In this connection I received notification only this morning that 
my only son, GERALD SMITH, Jr., has been cited for the Purple Heart for 
wounds received in Burma where he volunteered to dangerous duty. He has 
also received a Presidential citation." 

Daring the period of time after the National Convention of 
the America First Party, SvilTH has beep concerned as to the position which 
Hrs. MURRAY KNOWLES of thA American Mothers' Association in Detroit will take 
in referanck to. supporting Vhimself in the Presidential election. Mrs. KNOWLES 
allegedly hasV reported thatv the mothers represented by herself want to hear 
what DEWEY and ROOSEVELT have to say before committing themselves as to 
their support on a Presidential candidate, that she is opposed to a fourth 
term for ROOSEVELT in that it would perpetuate him and make him too powerful 
and that she hopes that DBVEY will have a program that will meet with the 
approval of the mothers represented by herself. If Mrp. KNOWLES is not 
satisfied with DEWEY' s candidacy, there is no indication as to whether or not 
she would in that event lend her support to the candidacy of SMITH. 

BERNARD JDOKAN, MTH' s Secretary in charge of his office in 
Detroit, has informed 3*iITH that he is quitting his job and is planning on 
going down south to live on his mother's farm, explaining that he had recently 
undergone a tubercular test which proved to be positive and that he was 
going to rest and try to rebuild his lungs. Whether or not this is the full 
and correct reason for DOMAN's wanting to quit working for SMITH is not known. 
There is some indication that it may not be the entire reason, inasmuch as 
some effort has been made by DCMN recently in the way of seeking employment 
elsewhere in Detroit. It is not known as to the exact time when DC&AN will 
terminate his employment. Who ©OMAN* s successor will be is not yet known. 

SMI EH has been in occasional contact with Captain EARL 
^OUTHAdD of Chicago, Illinois, and just recently 341 TH "was advised by the 
' incipient of the book, XJbrty Years of ROOSEVELT, " which SOUTHARD is author 
of or at least collcborayed with the author of, to the effect that on page 42 
of the recent edition there was a box which in effect said to vote for DEWEY. 
SMITE was unable to understand this, inasmuch as this book was being sent out 
by him as a premium to his followers, and when he contacted SOUTHARD in 
regard thereto demanding an explanation of the box appeal In the book, 
SOUTHARD claimed that it 'did not contain an indication that people should 
vote for DEWEY", but that they should go .out and vote for nationalist 
Congressmen and Senators. 
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34I2H is sending a copy of the platform of the America First 
Party to Senator RQBi gT REYNO LDS, who is going to attempt to get it into the 
Congressional Record. 

SMITH has been making an effort to secure radio time on a 
share equal with that of other political parties, hut there has been no 
indication that he has been successful in these attempts. 



Le following information was received from 

_^ r _„_ TT _ whose identity is known to the Bureau, exciting 

which may be otherwise designated. 





±>1P 



At the Michigan State Convention of the America First Party, 
which convened July 31, 19^4, at the Detroit Leland Hotel in Detroit, 
Michigan, the first session was attended by 67 persons and the second and 
j evening session attended by approximately 150 persons. There were no 
' servicemen in attendance at the convention. S4ITH acted as temporary 
chairman at the opening of the session and stated that his part in the 
convention would be purely advisoiry as he was probably the only one fully 
I acquainted with all the delegates. 3AITK said that both of the old poli- 
tical parties had gone internationalist, that "two Republicans had written 
the infamous resolution 666" and that FERGUSON (Michigan 1 s junior Senator) 
had gone on a speaking tour on behalf of BURTON, BALL, HATCH international 
-~-~» scheme to get us into a world super-government , SMITH recommended reading 
I f the bookN^efugees of 19^'' by Captain JOHlN^ETOR, head of the Coalition 

; of iaaericaX Patriotic Societies. In this book^TREVQR states that there p'.e 

i.h twenty million refugees knocking at the doors of the United States, SMITH 

*/ stated, "While we sympathize with the refugees, we want jobs for our return- 

JY, ing boys first. Instead of lowering the immigration barriers t we should 

. I ~ raise them." 

5 : SMITH condemned BEtfEf for "kicking our friends in the teeth, rt 

ij 4 referring specifically to DEWEY' s condemnation of HAMILTON FISH, injecting 

i± the racial issue into the campaign. 34IIH said that ROOSSVTLT had done away 

f| with FI SB's Congressional district in an attempt to eliminate the Congressman and 

j- DBMS? was trying to defeat his candidacy in the new district. SMITH then 

ji recommended KEMEEH C.NJffEKBR, attorney for the Farmers Guild, as permanent 

\ Chairman for the convention. This recommendation was" followed by the coriven- 

? tion. - ( 

In his acceptance speech, Mr. VEBB5E lauded the Michigan f^^r 
representation in the national House of Representatives, singling out f<£--'- 
special praise GLAIRS E. HOFFMAN, PAUL W,V3HAFER, FR3D L*\CRAMEt)HD f RO^ 
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ORCHARD toGDHUEF and FRlSVBRAILEi' , "The others," WEEBER said, "were by and 
large. g\od -America FirsterVand on the whole had opposed ' everything. rrt 
The convention then resolved into a committee of the whole to discuss 
nominations. Separate motions were made, seconded and carried, endorsing 
the . Congressman whom kr„ WEBBER had singled out and a "blanket motion was then 
made covering -SoNKhAN J^fi£ff5ApGHL ( ^B5NNSr^ , taDEBOAMICHENER and ELMXKEI . 
Heverend L ELhNXP^ARI QwT)i Pon t i at Mi phigan~,~wafe .nominated for Governor and j\\| 
Private GEDRG^VOSE from the military hospital at Fort Ulster was nominated p' 1 
for Lieutenant \vernor* In reference to VOSE, 34ITH said. that he had run 
for Congress in the primary and had pulled five thousand votes. VOSE has 
"been an active Tovnsendite and has in the past made many speeches in connec- 
tion with this program. - t 

BEHftiutD IDkaN was nominated as Secretary of State and C. J. 
S^ilTH of B elding, Michigan, was nominated for State Treasurer: SMITH is 
a paint manufacturer wht>, had just "been informed of the death of his son in 
the Pacific. jjLMQND G.iBLiiJCHARD, a farmer residing on .Route 2, Hiles, 
Michigan, was nominated'jfor .auditor General. ELANGHAKD is described as 
being a Coughlinite. 

In discussing the candidate for President on the State ticket, 
SMI HE said that it would have to "be someone who would relinquish his votes if 
the national convention should nominate someone elss. SMITH said that he 
had talked with CHARLES LINHB£BGH and had sent Mrs .iLUNEEa? to talk with him. 
This latter fact, he said, was not for publication.'] In reference to LINB- 
BERGH, SalTH S&ID, "The boy has a persecution ccmpllx; he has become a 
recluse; he doesn't want to be hurt. That boy .threw away more power than 
any man ever had; threw it right in the ashcan." 

SMITH said in reference to the Presidency also that he had 
talked to Senator BURTON A WHEELER. WHEELER advised that he would not 
consider it, giving as an eVcuse that he was too old. SilTS said that a 
mutual friend had told him that WHEELER disliked DEtfEY so much that it had a 
tendency to make him cuddle closer to his own party. 

&JTH said that he had talked to Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS 
and that REFOLDS told him that he could be quoted in any way SMITH liked, 
that it could be said that he was for iimerica First and he would back &1ITH 
up in everything he did or said. SMITH said that when ha asked Senator 
figYNQLpg to run for President on the America First ticket, REFOLDS "let 
the cat out of the bag by saying 'I am waiting another four years.' rt 

After this, SMITH was unanimously voted as the Presidential 
candidate of the Party. Governor BRIGCER was nominated as the Vice Presi- 
dential candidate and when someone suggested that he migfrt not accept, he was 
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told in effect "by SaZTR that that was the idea, that "W e are going to justify 
ourselves in a complete "break from the GOP.' 1 Informant was not present at 
the time EAREf A. RCRER was nominated as the Vice Presidential candidate 
for the Party. . ., 




supplied information in connection with the 

National Convention of tne i&n erica First Party at the Detroit Leland Hotel 
in Detroit, Michigan, July 29-30, 19^4, as follows: 

At the first session of the convention 175 seats were all 
filled and that evening there were about five hundred present. At the even- 
ing meeting on July 30 there were about eight hundred persons present. Women 
were predominant at all sessions on a ratio of about sixty to forty. One 
member of the oeabees was present at the first session with his father, who 
was a delegate from Ohio, the name of the father not being ascertained. No 
other servicemen were present during any of the sessions of the convention. 
Reprints of "Dewey: The Man in the Blue Serge Suit" by RICHARD H. R0V2RE, as 
published in Harper's Magazine, were distributed to those in attendance. 

Mrs. DAVID (FRIEDA) STANLEY of the Cleveland Mothers' Club 
was the first speaker. Sie said that she had been persecuted by the 
Cleveland, Ohio, press and, citing this, said that they were fortunate to 
have such a good friend. as_G£EALIl_L. K. SMITH, Just_Jbefore_Mrs. ST-ANDEY"' s 
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^___^_ The main issue in the campaign, according to RCKEH7 is to 
wrest any control from the Jews; "legal currency" w^s the manner in which 
he put it. 

SvilTH talked briefly following Mrs. STi^LEf* s speech, 
narrating how he had gone to Washington to uphold the principles of national- 
ism at the Dumbarton Oaks Conference, where the entrance was guarded by 
soldiers. He told how HULL had granted an interview to JOHN FOSTER HJLLES, 
Governor DEWEY' 6 internationalist advisor, but that HULL did not have time 
to see S4ITH, avlITH then enumerated the forty planks of the America First 
platform, which included the Jew, the Negro, legal mon«=y, labor unions and 
other issues of the hour. 

CARL MOTE of Indianapolis, Indiana, was appointed chairman 
and keynote speaker by SMITH. MOTE stated that he had met SMITH several 
times prior to Pearl Harbor, had visited 3-ilTH' s offices and inspected, the 
archives. He expressed gratification over the number of 34ITH 1 s following 
and the work of the committee of one million. .The Dumbarton Oaks Conference 
formed the basis of MOTE' s address. He said that "we" did not know^what was 
going on behind the scenes, that everything was being done and -American 
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interests were "being sold out in secret conferences, "beginning with the 
"conference in a fog 1 - 1 off the Newfoundland Coast. ROTE spoke of MQHGEK- 
TFAi.Tt s monetary stabilization fund of two "billion dollars and said, tlwtt 
there was not a cent left. He said that the gold at Fort Knox, which we had 
"bought from the British and Russians at the outrageous price of thirty-five 
dollars an ounce, was not ours and that we would have to "buy it back from 
the "people who owned it." 

MOTE's text was taken from BURKE' s "Thoughts on the French 
Revolution.'* He paraphrased the lead to the text saying that BURKE was 
speaking of "those who would ride any horse for a prize." The true text 
was "In my opinion their arrogance exceeds even their crimes." MOTE said 
he had studied "Thoughts on the French Revolution" in college. MOTE spoke 
until 5:30 p.m. Because he had tot yet finished, his add;r«ss was postponed 
in order to permit tor. GE3RGE T, [FOSTER, Director of Constitutional Americans 
of Chicago, to read a letter from a southern delegate to the HepixtiAcan 
convention. FOSTER explained that he had written to all the delegates f 
the Chicago Convention of the Republican Party asking what they thought 
of the Chicago 'betrayal. " 

FOSTER explained tha.t the old line republicans who ~ut party 
ahead of principle wanted him to support DEtfEY regardless, but this one 
southern delegate agreed with FOSTER in his position against DEWEY". 

After the first session of the convention a GRAC3WIGK of 

2391 N. W. Irving, Portland, Oregon, made a request to read a liter addressed 
to DEWEY before the invention. This request was denied and thf Sjnday, 
September 3, 19^4, Detroit Hews carried an article to the effect that Mrs. 
WICK was through with GERiiLD L. K. SMITH, although she was still for iimerica 
First, that her supporters had taken up a collection of three hundred dollars 
to send her to the convention and she might just as well not have come. 

luring the introductory remarks at the opening of the conven- 
tion, SvlITH announced the presence of a Mr. k^IO 5QSSI and asked him to 
leave the session "either vertically or horizontally, 11 which request ROSSI 
jluntari' 
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At the beginning of the evening session, MOTE finished his 
address which he had started that afternoon. He was followed "by GQ3EGE T. 
POSTER as a speaker, who was supposed to discuss constitutional government. 
In introducing him, StiilTB. told of POSTER'S having "been the keynote speaker 
at the recent Mothers' Conference in Chicago, Illinois. FOSTER talked 
about DEWEY, saying that DEWEY" had "began his career as a canter in a Jewish 
synagogue and had never thrown off the influence. 

luring thf evening session of iiugust 30, 19^4, the principal 
speakers were CHARLES G./ AEDER30N, HaRHT RCKSR, GEORGE VOSE and SMITH. 
341 TH, Mrs. S4ITH, MOTE/ VO S3, RCMR, Reverend/ MiEI CK and Reverend WILLIE 
EUGG t _ Pastor of the Garfield Avenue Christ ianVbhurch of Indianapolis, ~" 

Indiana, were on or near the speakers platform. ANDERSON spoke in favor of 
a negotiated peace to ''end this slaughter." He told of his difficulties | 
with the Republican machine and Governor GRE2N. He said that they hated | 

him "because he preached the .Americanism of Father COUGHLIN and GERALD L. 
K, 34ITH. 

HAHKf R0M5K limited his speech to fifteen minutes, in which 
he denounced the leadership of theyAmerican Legion, saying that while 85% 
of the rank and file were all right, the 15% comprising the leadership were 
"the most un-American people you can find anywhere" and he challenged the 
press to put that down. In connection with ROiER, SMITH announced that 
ROkER would make his acceptance speech in St. Henry, Ohio, on some future 
Sin&ay afternoon. 

GJ30RGE VOtE in his speech related how he had run for Congress 
spending only fifty dollars and receiving more votes than any other loser 
in the primary. The machine, he said, hates him. VOSE displayed at the 
convention an honorable discharge recently received "by him from the army. 
VOSE told the convention that while he was in the Fort Custer Hospital, he 
used to preach nationalism to the other patients after the lights were out. 
VOSE claimed that he still has three draining wounds in his left leg. 

VOSE claimed that the new crop of Veterans are going to form 
their own Legion. VOSE' s address was followed "by a standing ovation, 
Following the -same S4ITH commented, "Think of it, the British spend 
twenty- two thousand dollars in one Washington saloon alone and charge it 
to lend lease, while this young man gets only ^? 37.50 a month. This hoy 
is worth twenty million Chinese." 

According to the informant, SMITH'S speech was along the same 
line as that he has "been using since the Republican Convention, as previously 
reported. .-. -' 
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■'■£;-■ Although he i was not in attendance as a delegate at the 

&£ convention, WILLIiiM R03M?JLBON, presently on trial for sedition in \ 

li-i Washington, D. C., was continuously present in the hotel while the con- \J^\/^ 

vention was going on. FroAhim, some of those in attendance received a 4L/ A 

yellow leaflet depicting a cartoon in reference to the Jews and containing «\/* «$, 

) statements on the outside in reference to the Jews, as follows: ''Whose l^'iM A 

' war is it? Use your common sense, let them fight it. Will they role the J ^ jl \ 

world? Why spill your people's blood?" '^ (wv « 
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supplied the writer with a copy 
of an article, appearing in the New lork Post under date of August 15, 1944, \ -~ 
T-r 2 under the column heading of "Labor News and Comment by VICT OR RIESEL". T his J>/ fl/ 

is the ar ticle above referred to in information supplied oy 
■■■ H The article is quoted as follows: 

/I*. . ^^^^ 

"Those strutting, self-styled leaders of the American Nationalist 

V network have discovered a propagandist whom they describe to 

their fanatical followers as 'the most intelligent anti-Semite 
in America. ' 

"He is the Mystery Man behind a new country-wide anti-Jewish, 
anti-refugee, anti-CIO political machine which the Nationalists, 
led by GHIAID L. K. SMITH, plan to launch within the next weeks. 



"When the American Nationalist strategists and their America First 
Party partners needed money to finance their new Jew-baiting 
campaign, it was the Mystery Man who approached the Ford Motor Co, 
for the slush fund, 

"Recently in the neat Ford Administration Bldg. at Dearborn, in 
the heart of the far-flung automobile and aircraft empire, the 
new and still unpublicized nationalist braintruster laid out 
his blueprint of nationalist revolution. 

"TALKS TO FORD'S NEW FRONT MAN 

"The itystery Man talked for hours to JOHN BUGAS, new front, man 
for the aged FORD, But BUGAS, former chief of the FBI in 
Michigan, threw him out without a cent, 

"Mr, FORD is not the only mid-west industrialist. The SMITH 
crowd has been making the rounds trying to frighten big 
business into setting the Nationalists up as a counter force 
to theVlo\olitical Action Committee and the new bogey-man, 

"The Nationalists must have met with some success for they 
are now ready to announce a new political coalition which will 
be on the ballot in 16 states and which has set up clubs from 
Newark to Ios Angeles, 

"Midwest headquarters are in SMITH'S private Detroit office, 
where you can find ALUwSZQTL operating under an assumed name, 
(It was the handsome, 240Apcund ZOLL who organized the 
Christian Front picket line\ around WMCA when that station cut 
Father COUGHLIN off the air.) 
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£ "HAS NO APPARENT SOURCE OF INCOME 

- "The Washington end of the Nationalist Party is run by the Mystery 

Man, an anti-Semitic writer with no apparent source of income. 
•He is SMITH'S liaison with those Congressmen who work under, cover 
■ with the America First Party, 

* ■ "It was the Mystery Man who urged Sen, REYNOITS. to run for President 

on the Nationalist-America First Party ticket— but REYNOIDS balked 
and at a secret conference told the Nationalists that his 'many 
divorces 1 would not be an asset to SMITH among his ' Bible belt 
followers. ' 

"However, REYNOLDS is anxious to work closely with the Nationalist 
machine because SMITH has promised to help the Senator fight the 
'free port' plan of saving European refugees. The network's new 

•^ propaganda, which is about to be unleashed everywhere, will scream 

about '20,000,000 refugees and immigrants knocking on America's 

' door.' 

"Under the Mystery Man's guidance the SMITH-REYNOLDS crowd is pre- 
pared to out promise any demagogue. 

"MYSTERY MAN WRITES BOOKS 

"\ "Returning veterans will find their demand for unemployment and 

other forms of insurance fully championed by SMITH. Jobless 
workers will find no more passionate supporter. Special plans 

i are being made to lure the dispossessed farmer. 

"Included in the nationalist propaganda will be two anti-Jewish 
books which the Mystery Man is now writing. One of them will 
contain some 65 anti-Semitic exhibits. Two of these are intended 
to prove that BENJAMIN FRANKLIN and Gen. GRANT were anti-Jewish. 

"The strategy is to launch the still unnamed party during the 
Presidential campaign in an effort to build up election machinery 
for 1946. SMITH and REYNOLDS know that they can only stir up 
noise this year. 

"But during this campaign 'little leaders' will be appointed for 
district work, old America First mailing lists will be combed 
for 'reliable' people and cells set up. So, by 1946 the Nationalists 
hope, under the Mystery Man's direction, to be strong enough to 
"; send an influential Nationalist bloc into Congress where it will 

work with a soon-to-be established Washington lobby." 
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On August 12, 1944, two articles appeared in the Detroit 
Tribune, and the Michigan Qhronicle, negro newspapers, respectively as follows: 

"GERAID L, K. SMITH'S NEGRO 
PL.NK PROPOSES BACK TO AFRICA 

"GERALD L. K. SMITH of the America First party, said Monday that 
when his party meets in convention in Detroit, Aug. 29-30, he 
would propose that the French and British governments release 
1,000,000 square miles in Africa to apply on their war .indebted- 
ness to the United States, and that this land be made available 
to .jnerican Negroes free. 

"The America First's presidential candidate stated that in such 
a situation Negirces could be completely supreme and free from 
white man rule and domination." 

"MARTINEZ REFUSES AID OF G. SMITH 

"Atty. RAMON MARTINEZ, founder of the Negro Nationalist Society 
of America, refused the support this week of GERAID L. K. 6MITH 
and his American First Party for the African Colonization Project 
for American Negroes* 

"MARTINEZ said Negro leaders have been working on the plan for 
14 years, and aid from SMITH would give the program the 'kiss 
of death. '« 
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ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREaU : 

One envelope containing obscene .literature* 

Pamphlet entitled "Forty Years of ROOSEVELT", copyright 
1944 - T. W. HUGHES. 

Pamphlet ent it ledNlVith Lotions of Love" by JOSEPH P^\kaMF, 
published and distributed ^'Constitutional Educational 
League, Inc., New Haven, Connecticut* 
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Four miscellaneous memoranda circulated by the 
AMERICA FIRST -PARTY. 

Cne flier announcing Subject SMITH'S speaking schedule 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 17 j 18 and 19,. 1944, 

Pamphlet entitled "Editorial Comment" by GERALD L. K. 
SMITH. 

Pamfchlet ent it led y Pat tern for Revolution", a report fcy 
The friends of Deirtpcracy, Inc., Fidelity Building, 
Kansa^ City, Missouri. 

Pamphlet entitled "ThQCross and the Flag", August, 
Volume 3, Number 4, 1944, founded by GERAIC L. K. SMITH. 



- PENDING - 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS, INVESTIGATIVE 
REPORTS SUBMITTED 1® T HIS PARTICULkK CASE aKE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED Tff ~ 
0THM1 iiOVKWiliKM'AL AliiNOlfifi. 



ST. PAUL FIELD OFFICE 

At MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA, will submit investigative report 



on 



the meetings addressed by Subject on September 17, 18 and 19, 1944. 



MIDTAUKEE FIELD OFFICE 

At MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN , will submit investigative report 
on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 20, 1944. 

CHICAGO FIELD OFFICE 

At CHICAGO. ILLINOIS, will submit investigative report 
- on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 21, 1944. 

ST. LOUIS FIELD OFFICE 

» At ST.. D3UIS, MISSOURI , will submit investigative report 

on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 22, 1944. 

CLEVELAND FIELD OFFICE 

j At STo MARYS. OHIO , will submit investigative report 

on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 24, 1944. 

At ClgVELAND. OHIO, will submit investigative report 
on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 27, 1944. 

BUFFALO FIELD OFFICE 

At BUFFALO. NEltt YORK , will submit investigative report 
on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 28, 1944. 

PHILADELPHIA FIEIfl OFFICE 

At PHILADELPH IA , PFMSYLVANIA, will conduct appropriate 
:V2 investigation at the time of the meeting to be addressed by Subject on 

^ October 1, 1944, and submit appropriate investigative report. 
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:J; : -r Baltimore' field office 

%o* At BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, will conduct appropriate invest i- 

~ ' gation at the time of the meeting to be addressed by Subject on October 3, 
1%4, and submit appropriate investigative report, 

"TV""* P ITTSBURGH FIELD OFFICE. 

*/«- At PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA, will conduct appropriate investi- 

gation at the time of the meeting to be addressed by Subject on October 6, 
* 1944> and submit appropriate investigative report. (Note that this meeting is 
on October 6 rather than October 5*) 

DETROIT FIELD OFFICE 



< 



At DETROIT, MICHIGAN , will maintain contact with confidential 
informants mentioned in the body of the instant report with reference to further 
activities of Subject, 



LETTERS HAVE BESN FORWARDED TO THE RESPECTIVE FIELD OFFICES 
RELATIVE TO MEETINGS TO BE HELD BY THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY IN THEIR PARTICULAR 
CITIES. 



\ - PENDING - 
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For your Inforantion there la attached a photostatic oopy of en artlela beaded, 
•Gerald Badtfa Adfcite Election Law Ylelatlonj" «M4 appeared in ttaa October «, lSUi, 
lease of the Haw Took Herald tribune* V ' ... -:^-..% i~ 
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As 70a will dbserve, this aitlola relates to Sadth'a appaaranoa before a House 
Ixrwstl rating Corasittaa and state* that Sadth attaittad "ha la In violation of the Federal 

corrupt practicce act by virtue of hla failure to Hie with the olark of the House a 
statement of receipts and expenditures la hla campaign for the Presidency as a candidate 

•f the Aaerioa First party* r . ■■?* 

to this report unless 



Bo action la being taken by the Bureau with refi 
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I The Anderson eommittoe, 



AdmitsElection 
Law Violation 







Sfe-rSg 



f * 



Failed to List His Expenses ; 
Republicans Said to Use 
18 Tons of Free Paper 

From tin Strait Trfbvm* Buna* 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3.— Gerald 
L. K. Smith admitted today to 
the House campaign Investigating 
committee that he la In violation 
of the Federal corrupt practices 
met by virtue of his failure to file 
with the clerk of the House a 
statement of receipts and expen- 
ditures in his campaign for the 
Presidency as a candidate of the 
America First party. 

Prior to Mr. Smith's testimony, 
Chairman Anderson read a state* 
ment to the Committee on Pur- 
chases by Republican members of 
Congress at the Government 
Printing Office of a postcard en- 
titled "Wake Up America." the ma- 
terial for which originally ap- 
peared in the Congressional Rec- 
ord. It consistss of an attack on 
the Congress of Industrial Organ- 
flzations Political Action Com- 
mittee. 

So far, Mr. Anderson said, the 
Public Printer has printed 3,118,000 
cards, on stock similar to that 
used for ordinary postcards, to- 
taling "eighteen or nineteen tons 
'of a scarce type of Bristol board" 
1 which were distributed under the 
franks of eleven Republican Con- 



only Democratic members present. 
devoted four hours at morning and 
afternoon sessions attempting 
mainly to tie Mr. Smith up In di- 
rect support of Governor Thomas 
E. Derrey, Republican Presidential 
candidate, and getting a variety of 
replies In which Mr. Smith re- 
ferred to Mr. Dewey as everything 
from "ttie lesser of two evils'* to 
worse than Roosevelt" and "the 
difference between a thug and a 
bank robber." 

"If our people bother to vote in 
states where I am not on the bal- 
lot or where my name cannot be 
written in," he summarized, "they 
may vote for Dewey, but we are 
not supporting him. We attempted 
to save the Republican party, but 
it died on June 38 (date of Mr. 
Dewey's nomination). If Mr.Dewey 
is defeated, it will be because of 
the things he has been saying 
about me." 

Mr. Smith was pinned down on 
few facts as to his campaign or 
convention costs and how the bills 
were paid. His one admission, that 
he has spent "between $2,500 and 
$3,500 since Aug. 38, "when he be- 
came an official candidate, was 
questioned later by Representative 
Clinton P. Anderson, Democrat, 

Asked for the American First 
party views on Governor John W. 
Bricker, of Ohio, Republican vice- 
presidential nominee, Mr. Smith 
said the party considered him 'less 
of a nationalist than Senator Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler," Democrat, of 
Montana, and volunteered that 
the American Firsters felt Sena- 
tor Harry S. Truman, Democrat 
of Missouri, running mate cf 
President Roosevelt, to be a "na- 
tionalist" of about the same £- 



gressmen "and one Senator. 

■ The pies committee iin"rirt1jjtial|ilT as Governor Bricker. 

tog unAmerican activities, mean- •*-«-■*»•---'# —-«■ 

while, took testimony today on the 
background of members of the 
P. A. C, and heard J. B. Mat- 
thews, of its investigating staff, 
chSgV that the P. A. C. is "thr 
majoroemmunist front ornastWv 
tion in this country and constitutes 
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3ted*ral Bureau of investigation 
United States department of 9usttre 

Detroit, Michigan 
September 30 - 192*4 



Director, FBI 



r~ . 



Re: 



GERALD L. K. 'SMITH, with aliases 
THEHOERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY — SEDITION 



Dear Sir: 



We are in receipt, of Bureau letter dated September 21, 
1944 indicating that "Doctor HOMEm&ERZ " of Chicago, Illinois is well 
known to the Bureau and to the ChlcVgo Field Division in connection with 
past activities involving anti-Semitic and subversive tendencies* 

In accordance with the Bureau letter, an effort will 
be made to learn through informants of the Detroit Fie^ldjDi vision the 
reason why SMITH considered MAERZ to be hostile to 

An informant of this -flfi "17 f rrt rTtgfT ffHrt^MTOTi 7 rrrfnTTrinrl 
at a meeting of a certain "mothers 1 group" held in Detroit at thesame time 
as SMITH'S America First Party Convention. At the time of this registra- 
tion he gave his home address as 613 Belden Avenue, Chicago, and indicated 
that he represented the Pioneer News service, Box 435, Chicago. The 
Bureau and the Chicago Field Division are requested to check tbeir indices 

and files for any information they may have concerning thV&ioneer News 

Service, and to advise the Detroit Field Office what such information may 
be. 

The indices of the Detroit Field Division are negative 
on the Pioneer News Service. .,.-.-, r ■ 

Very truly yours, ' 1 
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aafereooe la wade to jroor Utter dated Septanta* }o # 
l#ib, aaking that you b» fttrniehed with Infonwticai oonoemtnft 
Baser Keerte and the Pioneer Bean 8vil0l# 



lor xour infzomUm in Oil* repaid there is 
sttaelwd a o opt of the rosoA adbnitUd oonoarrdag Ifeerta tar 
Special *£»*■ (at Chlo«c©» Xllinola* on 

fey 8, 1S«3» TneTEreeVe rae* enoe that the Pioneer *ewe 
Senloe was nereV • »** **& *r Bewfea dorlng 3#jD mi . 
aororal yaare pravtouelyj* the glinting and ZLmmmlzv&irm 
of hie pifclicaUoa* •BieJbtpeAone* Vo proeeoxtive notion 
ha* been authorised cgaiftat Veerta end aa yoa will reta ft-ee 
the attached report, hm haa apparently bean relatively Inactive 
during rooant nonthe. 

" the fiareaa la not w oj a ea M ae any active I nreee a ' 
fiatlon of Keerte at tola tii» and it* lnqttirs of September 21, 
l&ii, «aa nerely with reference to anarta ' reported aeeociation 
with Se*th end the latter*e alleged Hetroet of Starts, Ibrongi 
your inffewent* and other aouroaa of Information la tha &4ta 
aaae, yco ebeuld, of ocoree, be on the alert for any additional 
data oonoarnlnf fsaorts and hla aaaoclatlop with ftdth* the 
Bureau would be pert! onUrly Intereateft In any Indication that 
feaarta la again becoming active either in hie ladlvli&el 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



PonnNo. 1 

This case originated at 



DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



SL»« •««• 



PILE NO. 



100*6013 



UPO W TMAMAT 

SAMT LOUIS, MISSOURI 



DAT* WHIN MADE 



10*li«44 



KRIOOTOR 
WHICH 



GHttlD L. K. SMITH, with aliases] 

THE%ERICA FIRST PARTI /..■- *■.,.'' 




9-*5,26WA 



CHAJIACTIJtOPOMI 



INTERNAL SH3URITT - G *. 
SECURITY UATTBB -SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



REF 




Subject SMITH held America First Party meeting September 
22, 1944; attendance 500 - 600, Subject said TYL3^*£tfT, 
former American Bnbaasy Clerk in London, was imprisoned 
because he obtained confidential information showing that 
CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT were plotting war and that this 
information was later obtained by Russian OGFU, SMITH 
also related his difficulties in attempting to obtain en- 
trance to)^Xambarton Oaks Conference; discussed platform 
of America First Party. 

- roe • 

Bureau File No, 62^43813. 

Teletype from Detroit to Saint Louis dated September 19, 1944. 



DETAIlSE S 



AT SAINT LOUIS. MISSOURI 



TTTH TC g 




Subject GERAJJ) L. K. SMITH held an America first Party meet- 
ing September 22, 1944, at Kiel Auditorium, feint Louis, 
Missouri, Admission was by card only, Hews paper accounts 
indicated the attendance was between 500 and 600 and this 
fig ure coincided with the e stimates given b y 
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Office rAerHoranaufn • United!? ates government 
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out below the pertinent Info rmat ion obtained^ 
whose identity ie known to the Bureau, ; 

September-!!, 1944. 



Mi. BeodiK. 



WIr. Mfciaford._^_ 

Qciao Tut - Ji. 
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Informant advised that the first national convention of the 



AKERICA FIRST PARTT was held at the Detroit Leland Hotel in Detroit, Michigan, j,- 

August 29 and 30, 194-4, that there were fire sessions in ill, the first start-/ \jfiQP\ 



ing at 3:00 p.m. August 29, the second at 8:00 p.su Auguat 29, and the third 
fourth and fifth starting, at 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.a. respectively 
on August 30, 1944. Informant advised in connection with the c 
of those in attendance 




President of the United State*, i 

In further reference to the convention 
EARL SOUTHARD of Chicago had advise^SMITH that a 
as an operator* SMITH said that! Wwa 

the convention program unsuccessfu^^^^^ 




candidate for 

that Captain 
>wn by him 

BM5 
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According to informant, during the above pejrirfa of time there has 
been considerable agitation in connection with a Senatorial investigation of 
the AMffiaCA FIRST PARTY national convention, and that on August 31, 1944, the 
following release came over the wire of the Associated Press from Washington: 

"The Senate Election* Committee agreed today to consider the request 
that it investigate the introduction at the AMERICA FIRST PARTT eon- 
Tent ion at Detroit this week of a resolution calling for either the 
deportation or sterilisation of Jews, Chairman GRESta, a Democrat 
from Rhode Island, announced that the Committee would meet tomorrow 
to consider a protest of the non- sectarian Ant i-Hazi League, whose 



% 






headquarters are in Mew Tork City that the resolut^nwae-desiaped '■, _ . 
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1ES A^SSHELDOK of Boston, as chairman of^the^Anti-Iati EeaguSfOwttaF^ 
a telegram to GREEK that * the A* is fcere a plain conep ^^Ofil^lS 1944 
ite and ancourage racial • trifr 14 America in time of w r and te _ ... ,\L -. 
leprive American citizens ft *$exF civil rl^Tunder ^xh L^ulseli^^ AF^— 
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Letter to the Director 
September 16, 1944 



Be: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTES 
SEDITION 



m 



■• ''""'yZ'. 
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fluence in the Government and the war. 

"*We respectfully euggeet and urge your Committee to immediately 
undertake investigation of the possible misuse of the political 
party machinery and other electoral practices by a group which 
poses as a political party but in fact is a subversive propaganda 
agency*, SHELDON said. 

"The deportation resolution proposed that 'all Jems should be de- 
ported to a later designated area if they do not leave America 
voluntarily within five years and that those remaining be steri- 
lized, ■" 
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Informant stated that when inquiry was made by a representative 
of the Associated Press as to SMTHPS answer to a request for Senatorial in- 
vestigation, SMITH said off the record that somebody at the convention had 
made the statement allegedly but that it was not adopted and not even voted 
on. Later on the same day SMITH made the following release to the Associated 
Press, which he claimed to be in answer to Mr. SHELDON of the "so-called 
Anti-Nazi League". 

"JAMES A. SHELDON, who wants me investigated, is the head of a 
Gestajjo-like organization which racketeers on Jewish contributors. 
Our convention was covered by the press. Any newspaper man who 
covered our convention knows that the MAERZ resolution was not 
even considered. A careful investigation of SHELDON'S outfit 
will reveal that they have spent hundreds and thousands of dollsrs 
to smear such good Americans as HENRY FORD, Colonel ROBERT McCORMICK, 
CHARIES A. LINDBERQI and numerous members of Congress, SHELDON is 
mad because we kickod one of his higher stooges out of the conven- 
tion on his ear. Let's investigate everybody and alternate the 
questions between SHLLDON and myself and let the American people 
decide who is right." 

Informant advised that on September 1, 1944, a story had come into 
the Associated Press to the effect that no action was being taken by the Senate 
Committee in connection with the investigation above referred to. The story 
was not clear on the peint as to whether or not it was final that no action 
would be taken. 
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Letter to the Director 
September 16, 1944 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
AMERICA FIRST hARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 



According to informant, SMITH on September 1, 1944, gave the 
following release to the United Press and the Associated Press: 

"I welcome an investigation by the American Legion, I would 
suggest, however, that the National Committee on Americanization 
or the Michigan Committee on Americanization would be more com- 
petent to judge than any local Legion leader who might hold a 
partial political viewpoint. In this connection, I received 
notification only this morning that my son, GERALD SMITH, JR., 
had been cited for the Purple Heart for wounds received in Burma 
where he volunteered to do dangerous duty. He has also received 
a Presidential citation." 

The above was in response to a threatened American Legion investigation 
based on statements fl£de during the national convention of the AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY by HARRYHlOMER, its vice presidential nominee. 

Informant said that following the AMERICA FIRST national con- 
vention, SMITH had been somewhat concerned over the position which Mr6. 
15URRAt)to»0WLES of the American Mothers Association in Detroit, might take ' 
in the coming election, SMITH fearing that Mrs. KNOWVIES would support 
Governor DEWEY for the presidency. Informant said that Mrs. KNOWIES had 
indicated that the mothers which she represented want to hear what both 
DEWEY fl nd ROOSEVELT have to say before committing themselves as to their 
support, but that she was hoping that DEWEY would have a program that would 
meet with their approval inasmuch as she is opposed to a fourth term on 
the basis that it would perpetuate ROOSEVELT and make him too powerful. 
Informant was unable to supply information as to the position which Mrs, 
KNOWLES might take should she determine both EEWEY and ROOSEVELT unsatis- 
factory to herself and her group. 

Informant said that on September 2, 1944 » a press release was 
made to the United Press to the effect that CHARIZS A. LINDBERGH is the 
idol of many AMERICA FIRST people; he ha z been their favorite eon for years 
and that SMITH is sorry that he refused to assume leadership in the AMERICA 
FIRST movement but that since HARRY BENNETT of the Ford Motor Company is 
supporting EEWEY, it is reasonable to believe that LINDBERGH will go along 
with the company. The press release continued as follows: 

"It will interest our people to hear a statement from Mr. EEWEY 
concerning Mr. LINDBERGH. Presumably I would like to know whether 
or not Mr. EEWEY would accept Mr. LINDBERGH'S support, that is all." 

In conclusion, SMITH advised the United Press concerning the wound received 
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by his son in Burma and the fact that his eon had received the Order of the 
Purple Heart and that his son's outfit had received a Presidential citation. 

Informant advised that during the above period of time, SMITH 
had been in contact with Reverend T.FT.A HnlK&BTnw of Pontine, Michigan, who* 
is the AMERICA FIRST candidate for Governor in the State of Michigan, and 
that Reverend MARION is planning a vigorous campaign in connection with his 
candidacy, an example of which being that Reverend MARION has himself sent 
out about 7,000 letters from which he has received very good response. The 
literature in connection with MARION f S campaign is going to be mailed out 
from Pontiac according to information supplied by informant. 

Informant said that SMITH is apparently still making an effort 
to secure radio time on the same basis as other political parties but that 
he has not yet met with success. 




Informant said that SMITH had indicated to | ■ that 

he had adopted a rigid policy of not taking anybody intofusaSffiTence 
or into the Party unless they had been with the group or the group of 
Father COUGHLIN or some similar group during the "hard years", and that 
SMITH had indicated that evidence more than conversation was needed, that 
the Jews have organizations now where they hire "guys'* to trick you. In- 
formant said that he had informationtotheeffect that SMITH had contacted 
[DREW FEARSON advising him thatB J is organising DEWEY — BRICKER 

Clubs in Ohio and that SMITH hat^MKn^KRo PEARSON in effect that EBYJEY 
is out trying up the isolationists and steal hia following, and 
'further thsfl pad been down to see Governor BRICKER in reference to 

the organi«ationo^EEWEY Cluba. According to informant, SMITH also has 
indicated to PEARSON that Governor EEWEY had sent a spokesman to try to 
lina up the "We, the Mothers, Mobilise" in Chicago and that DEWEY is trying 
to line up all the obscure and unknown nationalists who are headed by 
O'CONNOR and 0* DANIELS, and that they are organizing clubs for EETCEY. 

* 
^ Informant stated that SMITH had been sending out Cap tain EARL 

J j gOuTHARp t S book^jforiy_IeaX8 of ROOSEVELT" as a premium to his followers 
and that he hpu just received a TettsrTrom one of them to the effect that 
on page forty-two of his copy of the book there was a block which asked him 
to vote for DEWEY. Informant said that SMITH contacted SOUTHARD requesting 
an explanation and SOUTHARD claimed that the book doea have a "box appeal" 
which states that people should go out and vote for nationalist congressmen 
and Senators but that the box does not contain any indication that people 
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should vjp^e for DEWEY. Later, informant said that SMITH expressed himself 
to RALPJffiBAERMAN to the effect that he had run into sabotage on "Forty 
Years_ of ROOSEVELT", 

According to informant, SMITH is sending copies of the AMERICA 
FIRST platform to Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS who is going to attempt to get 
it into the Congressional Record. 

Informant stated that BsmRDflpOMAN, SMITH'S secretary in 
charge of his office in Detroit, is terminating his employment and claiming 
to SMITH that he is going "down South" on his mother's farm, that his reason 
for doing so is that he had just had a tubercular test which was positive 
and that he wanted to go for a rest and try to re-build his lungs. In- 
formant said that it was uncertain whether this is the correct explanation 
of DOMAN'S reason for quitting his Job inasmuch as there is some indication 
of his making an effort to secure employment elsewhere in Detroit. Informant 
was unable to advise as to just when DOMAN'S employment was being terminated 
or as to who would take his place of employment with SMITH. 

In connection with his campaign, informant was able to supply 
some information relative to future speeches which SMITH contemplated 
making, as follows; At the Truth and Liberty Temple in Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, on September 17, 16 and 19, 1944; at Chicago, Illinois, on September 
21, 1944, at the 32 West Randolph Building, 12th Floor, under the auspices 
of the Constitutional American; possibly at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on 
September 20, 1944; at St. Louie, Missouri, on September 22, 1944; possibly 
a meeting at St. Henry, Ohio, on September 24, 1944; at Cleveland, Ohio, on 
September 27, 1944; at Buffalo, New York, on September 28, 1944. According 
to informant, complete plan6 for SMITH'S campaign tour had not yet been 
made. 
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to «mo FU«% laa a ao tt a g aaftoft at UtJQ »•** aaay of 1** raMMtr 
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C for |25«00 wi mmt MMMl *o mo mte at tfca awottas 
aa* *>* Oakart atata* taat ao m amookofl to aoar mat Ooral* 
U K« 0*1% «M galas to aoaak a* tho aaotias om fto4aaaaar» Soptoaaa* 
20. 1944, 8a ototoa Mat ha wool* aovar aava roxtoft taa aall to Mra» 
{oaaaoa if ao art aaaa laferart taat OasaJLA U &• aaltfe aaa aoias to aa 
taa priaatalo * 



A gror*alro4 ooaplo ttatrlaetrt ■fuiraj ail alroalaro ta frost af 
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v*9*t% «m— ft fi<***+ «f m*u> u x* aim u tot»* •»■• •• * 

•WlMwt *£to tolft r i |»rt lii— to «* 1* to •* wh Uh» *«*«*• *f toft 
ftftftjftftt* tft«r« I* ftlftft ftftUt — !•— i • ftifttar* ftf too lftftlvltoftla 
«% tte •?••*•**• flfttfftm «lto «tolr ftftft*ft vrtttftft «i toft *•» 
«Uft ftf «»* fifttftvft* Tiw iBtm«ftft2.ft fttMftrUt «% tola jifttoi* 

«rft GOQfiQB POSES, ftpftftltfftg, JTillMft ftf Oft «— Oltuilftft Tftftgjat ftf 
toloftftft, lUlM&ft, rftfti&ft* to toft HfM ftfpftftr *>♦* ODB ftf 

gokood u e* aim. «rt* <aam> u c ame* *>•* aiuiu jcoml 

Iftftft* of to* Voftftm** Mm— ftl f«r Oft»fttlto*l< 
gmOBOm ftf Cfcloftftft, XUlaoift* 



Xm It* iftftftft «T 9-21-44 toft MUftftmkftft Sftfttiaftl ftftniftt ft fttftzy to **• 
ftffftftt tto* ft lftftd^yiftkft* gvottj ftf ftftft* JOO tXftftftfcftft «m 1««* ftl«ft$ 
tftftr* ft«l aft* « yrftfttlMl iftvoft«tf<fttlftft «f ntolft ra«lic »y «to* old 
•actor «f to« <rt» Oftrald x* K« a«to, ftn ul d— tlal «•*•!*«*• «f too 
totrlft* Tlrftt for**, to* ttoi«H ftMftg ft*tor tola**, to to toft a*** 
totod Mft lm toftrlftft* totto, too fttelto •»'• * gr«ftt rato!* roftftftg» 
tpokft at tofftnoft HftU «* a BftftUftf ftma««d Iqr toft taftft'ft Kovftftftft* 
fftr CoftfttltollftMl *#*■• Atelftftlftft «ft« * ftftrt «0y« 

Tto u*t*lv ftosUaaftft tost flftdto ftftftftlftlftftft ftf ft 1ft* ftf totacft* !• 
♦ o a pl ft l ftftft toftt toft pftftftvft *•*•% tftftto mmtfWtm to ftftf«i toftt Cfcia* 
toft 1 * CftMft* ftftBftftt tolf 1 tto* toft MfftftUftftm pftrtj M *»tto#ftUlfti"| 
to** fttftjpy tlaft tto vorU »«• ft wur Utolft ftto* p*j* toft UUi} toft* 

ft«o>lft ftftU ftto ftft*l<4«wl*lft* £ft ftftftplftlftfti of toft Jftwft ftftt ftf toft «ftj 
toft«to4 Efts rift** 



lft«rft ftftrft ft fftw tolas* to ittftd UftlftAlfts OfczX** *- 
to irftfttlftftlU tolafttoi f«r ftrftftlftftftft la 1948 » *• toftrttft 
fctlftftftUftt tifttoi* Hft ftftld toft ^Mrlftft rirftl fftrty toft 1*7 !•«*! ftoft* 
Blttoftft wftffelftt U «lftft«ft«U tol to «ltoH aftftUftft mj 



ftvilftlftr ftttfttlftftftftt *Olft»iss ftft4 Bfttfttoftft ft* toft toftftlftftl rft»«vtor 9 
tolto toaft ftftgfttt m$ ftnH toU jro« tmmtttm aftvalat thftl X lo*k mU 
ft«* Ukft ft rftftl J— rtftftto* tl^f you ftrft, toft toltoft* ...... 



to* fttttft* ftftto rftflftftto tto* aftor to* aftftftlaft WBUm OOO0 # 
, v ™ «f Jftff«rftftft toU# fttkftt toft toftMaftl to ft ftft ftftft e > to«* to wmH ftft* 

P^ tow fftftto* to* toU to *to *»■•»«« Kftfftftftft* for OftftftUtoUftftftl Hgftto 

iSfei If to tod kftftftm Sftlto ftftft to ftftftftk* 
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It to iln Mto* tfeat tfco 0«ttMl unlil U tto Ml iom 
•tovo * lavojo yUtwt of tfeo •»tloaoo t to voU M oao of OBttU) L* X* 
aOTE, oaptioaoi •* wy ooloot 300 tear nkttt immi** «»o ooyftio» 
wttor tto piot«go mil *5ko piotwro otovo ohot to g p oao to o trovi 
n&« tto Uflwoaoo of G030J* W Kt teit** tto aotios'o ool*-«*rlot 
rotolo mm, nA oftnooo tfcot Mtfe pin* for * M|mn bm%Ub 
im tto frtwt (if to ma «rt • tolUV 
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XUnoxtoo tonal «rt*olo HM f-a<*4* •** Hf« rtUt m tto «X« 
booUm; ototoo ttot aOV ott Mto* tto feltl* tfio to nU oro *j.i**U* 
e«r pookoto** lo ttUOM tto Bhii1«i *** flUllB« Bo oAroootoo a 
•toaolwft U Af*l0»» f o* »o *0«roo«» »0 wUM ttOBOy UUbm 1** 
"BftOpvtU Of tto *BitO Eo«00*« «* PT00l«0Bt BoOOOTOlt •« Old IN| 

♦irod o*4 iapotoat** St MUta *o p»oiio»*iol obbj»Ub * pillow 
flfftt, oat looto* ot Pfij for tm&amlm M* pooliolr* 



SUB! protlotod ttot tto ooxt toorlo* Firot tarty ooadleato would to 
tto MX* ft****** •* tto BBito* 8to*oo» 



Im tto owomt aas toldo anotoor aootiBS 1b tali 

wlU to a*!* to ootor it art • ropcrt ill to ootolttod to Dotrolt 

oriM tto rooaltt of tto ***%%*%* - - - 
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(HERALD LIKAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases 
THeQmKRICA FIRST PARTY 



REPORT MADE BY 




CHARACTER OP CASE 



IHTEHNAL SECURITT - G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS Or FA' 




REFERENCE* 



DETAILS • 



Meeting of the America First Party tinder the 
sponsorship of theV^efendersJBl|■ George Washington' ji 
Principles was hdft'KC^UAt the Carnegie Hall," 
Iforth Side, Pittsburgh, P ennsy lvania, and was attend- 
ed by some 300 people, SMITH stated Australia has 
been demobilising for the past year. He placed the 
bla me fo r the Pearl Harbor Incident on President 
ROOSEVELT, SMITH is supporting DEWEY a* the lesser 
of two evils. He discussed the TTLSBJlfflHT incident. 
(BORGBfVOSE spoke of the injustices dine veterans of 
the Firpt World War. CHARJJb*T4ADDEN, MARIE Jft)HU5, 
Father AL07SIDS, and Mrs. SMItH were on the^lat- 
fona. 

- WO 



Report of Special Agent 
Michigan 




-27-U, Detroit, 



AT PrrrSBUBGH, PKHNSYLVAHA 



A meeting Of the America First Party which was held under the 
sponsorship of the Defenders of George Washington 1 s Principles, was held on 
October 6, 1944, at the Carnegie Hall, Worth Side, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
was attended by some 300 people. Present on the platform with Mr. SMITH were 
Mrs. SMITH, GEORGE V0SE, CHARLES A JuADDEM, MARIE L0HLE, and Father AL0T5IUS. 

GEORGE 70SE, a discharged veteran of this war, appeared — I— 
in a United /States J&m Uniform and addressed the gathering. He £>oke of the r/J\ 
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injustices dons veterans At the conclusion of the First World War and that many 
of them sold pencils. At the conclusion of this war, the veterans should be 
the first to receive consideration, *If the Communists don't like this country 
when the veterans come back, we will send the Communists all back. Love America 
or get out." TOSE spoke very highly of GERALD SUITE as a man and as a candidate 
for President. 70S! also stated that he expected to be back in Pittsburgh in a 
few weeks to speak to the mothers of the soldiers* 









If"- 



Mrs. MARIE L0HU5, an officer in the Defender of George 
Washington 1 s Principles, addressed the group, stating that she had attended the 
Detroit Convention* The theme of her brief talk was after the war, bring the 
boys back and keep them home. 

GERAID L. K. SMITH opened his talk by knocking the President 
and his family. He mentioned that Australia has been demobilising her army for 
the past year as the United States forced the Japs into the war. He also mentioned 
that Russia would probably help the United States in China if the United States 
would give Russia a free hand as to Communism, then Chiang Kai-shek will be out 
or a subordinate of some Communist. SMITH protested the secret meetings, Dumbarton- 
Oaks, and others, as being contrary to American traditions. 

Hef erring to Pearl Harbor, SMITH claims that someone must 
have received the warning and holds the Commander-in-Chief responsible for the 
3,000 deaths until the court martial of SHORT and KHfflEL proves adequately that 
the warning was sent and received. Both SHORT and KTMMET. want the court martial 
to take place, however, ROOSEVELT wants to wait until after the election. SMITH 
mentioned that his campaign expenses amounted to 10$. He voluntarily appeared for 
questioning. He was of the opinion that it was not necessary to file until money 
had been raised* 

SMITH stated that he hoped OEWET would be successful as the 
lesser of two evilsj however, he would not underwrite DBWET. 

Goropicking machines were mot available to the farmers until 
they would Join the 1,1*4* let, mail order catalogues fro m Lon don indicated that 
they were available without waiting. SMITH quoted CLAIRE HOFFMAN as saying, "These 
machines were made from American lease-lend steel* • — 

■* •' SMITH stated that he had received the story of TUXR KHTC 
from Mrs. EDIT, the boy 1 s mother. Toung KEHT was a diplomat in England in the 



- 2 - 










i^jaf 



'''"?:'■'' ':' '"- ■■■-■ 




service of the Bolted States. He -Baa Tery apt In decoding see sages* It is 
claimed that messages, when decoded, were wade available to CHURCHILL, who at 
the time w as not Prime Minister. Some of these messages were secret agreements 
between ROOSEVELT and CHDRCHUL in which ROOSEVELT promised CHURCHIIL that if 
England became involved in the war, that CHURCHHL could be assured of American 
help-. It is claimed by SMITH that so me of these messages are now in the hands 
of Russia and are being held over B00SEVELT*8 head. KENT had stolen some of 
these messages and had kept them in his room. KENT later went to a meafcer of 
Parliament whom he thought could be trusted and told him the story. When this 
information came to light, KENT was immediately dismissed from hie position 
and arrested by the English police and placed in prison on the Isle of finite. 



taken up* 



At the conclusion of SMITH 1 s talk, a collection was 
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Is Mdi to the report peppered t* this mm nr Speda! A*ent 

a* MUi.siifcM, llecdnsln, 00 Oo&oSer li* Ijfcfc^ 1 7( 



the 9utma fa*a rewritten fee ftrs* p*#e ttTHAs rapork, osdttlnc «he 

MlMit* tentenoo iy« the eynopeift* *Th« a ea fen f *•* •» ■*** pl«ai«4 ttA 
the Co»«ini«%» pra«*eifly &4i*t tow mrfMj&g abort i%#« Oo0« «f toe *•- 
written peg* ere at'-ached and alitfald be edbetltnted 1b the oopiee of referonoe 
report sainteined In the file* of the Detroit and KBvankee Yield Division** 
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Aealetant Attorney Oeneral Tea C. ClaA f 

John Kdgar Hoower - Director, Jederal Bureau of Imraatigatico 
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OCRAp U X. SMITH 
3HMUZEKIC1 HBST PAH5X 
UTTEHUL SECUHm 
8E0TTXCV 

■;-V:"T*--K r '' ,*■"•'■■ -■ ^ ^■'■-."'■■^r^f^f'- • ~*c- ■** . .'-'■ : --' •■■-.- *.■£■■• " : - "■■r--^-'' ... 
- &<>' ., the Baree* W Jub% been lnforii«4 to a cxSnfldaBtlei 
otto* eC information to* exporting to l^J^Mtt of ^ 
feehl^tan* D. C. t a new organisation or jewaeent taoea •■ 
3|>peactBKHZt" ha* reoen«jr *••* ****♦ .Oar oenfldentiaa ,. 
source of information stated that *the ftatet of thla group 
m not dleoloeed bat H »aa Indicated' the* it wobM be 
anti-Rooeefelt." Buntp father indicated that tin leader 
of the groin? !• * to-e.Kffelll (phonetio) who was described 
aa a weefcer of tha Illlhoie State Laglalatwo* _. 

Bo adESlticnal deteila vara available to oar 
confidential aoaroa of information but It appeare the* v 
thla information was related by Beeraan on or about 

October 1, 3$Ui # when Beernan wae in PMlanalphla ^ 
Pennaylfanla, on tha occasion of an Aiwrlqattjret Party, 
rally which waa addreaaed by Oerald L« I, idth* loa 

will recall, of course, that Baar»an f i nana haa boon ■.*■ 
previoualy mentioned on aarreral oocasians In reports ■*■ 
submitted In connection with the Smith inYeati cation. 
Baaraan 1» allegedly a rather cloae confidant of eubject n 
fia&th* (/ 

In tha event any ejdoltianal Information la — -. 
racelTad concerning thla new organimatlon, it f of coarse. 
Will be Immediately furnished you. .... HANDLED Et 
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JPHarlTOJ 
SAC, Detroit 



October 28, lPul 



John Edgar Hoover - mrector, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

. • tHE^bc gr ai fir st PiMa^':;^M-^sl, *<iK^j/-?4< 
Ikiekhal sbookhx ^i- 



£ 



wv 



appinm ' ^s? f^^;;; 



*m- 



%^^M^:^^ .^fP^-V. .,^ 



:Jft, : 



^ 



"*: ■■:? 



Befe 

^^^-Jtea^is: 

^WIRrT^^i 



aeferenos la nade to your letter 

sing information received tnm 

daring the period from September 




J?7-P 



The fttxw Is particularly Interested in the report 
that Smith's Secretary, BeraaruMjensii, wu subpoenaed to appear 
Wore the Dies Committee at Washington, D, C, on October 16, 
I9hk. To dote the Bureau has not received any titter Information 
or noticed any publicity concerning Daman's appearance* 
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desired that In 
aa well as through 
.cularly alert for anyTTOer 
this line, especially as to whether Doman 
actually appeared and, If so, the nature of his testimony, 
Swdth'e reactions, etc. Additionally, assuming Doman did 
actually appear, the Bureau would like to have any data coning 
to your attention tending to suggest that Ewdth strongly 
counselled or urged Daman to pervert or to falsiftr Ms testimony 
in an effort fo oovvr up the activities of the America Tiret 
Psrty. "• .."/ ■ ■ 

ftsrover, the lfcrean is not request!^ any ajftoml 

investigation with reference to this particular phase of the 

natter, as it is merely interested in being promptly furnished 

with any information of this type which nay cone to your Kn ™ 

attention through the ssrrioes of informants, ^J2^a»T 

STOP DESK 
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KS 1 « 5 e 1 or.g«na TO at DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



<UBK>*TMAD«AY 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 



GSR^LD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
TH^^MERICA FIRST PAR3T '- • , * - '! 




DA-nWHBNMADC 

10-26W4 



IHTERNAL SECURITY - 
SECURITY MATTER - £ fltttlQH 



Hi»- 



SYNOPS1S OF FACT5; 



n-zS 



REFERENCE: 




On 9/23/44 at Mary Seat on Room, Kleinhans Music 
Hall, Buffalo, N.Y., SMITH addressed a meeting 
of 25O-3OO persons under the sponsorship of 
"S&Jiff&Ullconorai^I^ague. Essence of remarks 
' VeCout. GEORGOTOSE, candidate for Lieutenant^ 
Governor of Michigan, also addressed gathering^! 




- RUC - 



Letter from Detroit Field Division to Buffalo 
Field Division dated September 14, 1944. 



Report of Special Agent _, 

dated September 27, 1944 at Detroit, ^q 



C^5 



^^ = 



DETAILS: 



AT BUFFALO. NEW YCftK 



This is a joint 
conducted by Special Agent 
agent. 
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invest ig 
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■who has been co- 
relative to the League's 



- ^nforslip otWi^B * which the. ^>^££^ 
• : haT append,* n^* available Uclwte to t^tfff^fefS^BeSP. 




conn or tm»* import 

/ C5)- Bureau 

3 - Detroit (62-1126) 
2 - Buffalo . c 
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1944. J | of tW Bethlehem'Steel Corperatiaa police en;--- 

sade available ticket 8 to the Beet log* The ticket bearing the symbol 
of the America Tlrst Party , consisting of the word* "America First : ., 
Party, U.S. A*" and a likeness of George Washing|tem. is set oat 'below: 

■THIS CARD will admit bearer and friends to hear an address xj ■ . ■ 

GIRAU L. t. SIXTH 



h- 



n i*s 




•** 



Vi 



&L-^r 



4-^ 
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(America First 
Party symbol) 



America first Party Candidate for President of 
the United States. Mr. Smith has had some very 
sensational experiences since he last appeared 
In BUFFALO. He will reveal many things not 
"published ^n the newspapera^ - .. .»**'-■■'■■«■•■- 

""' '■ '■■. "'.7!..' ' ■ .' ■ - '"' 

VETERA! GIOfiGI IOSI 

Mr. Vose has just been mastered out of the Battle 
Creek Military Hospital* He served two and one- 
half years in the Army* 



tLSDtHAHS MDSIC HAIX " 
(Mary Seaton Room) * Buffalo, lew Tork 

THUBSDAI, S8PTH<BEB 28, *L944 * «tO0 p.*** f 



Cooperating wi" 
J' 




BUFFALO ECONOMICS LSAGSB, 

OFFIL, Director 
on by Card CfcUy * 






■&>** 






ipWs 



It is to be noted that although the ticket indicates that 
admission is by card only* admission was open, and it was not necessary 
to surrender a eard la order to gain aAdttanoe to the meeting. , 

_ the aaeriean Legion, was contacted, end he ad- & 7 

_ some newspaper publicity relative to this meeting 

but that otherwise he had heard nothing concerning it end that apparently 
it was causing little or no interest In Buffalo. He was unable to far* 
nish any other information relative to the meeting, except that as in the 
paet it was being held under the auspices of the Buffalo Economics League 
of which JOSEPH STOFFKL is the Director* 
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^^^^^^^^^^^ (observed that whereas | | Of 

thai box the American legion had previously associated 

himselFwiti^BesB&jeet bat has since abando^^l^^ eourae through 
the pressure of the American Legion. Be, ■ p is not much .-;_ 

latere st ad in the contemplated meeting en W^emBar », 1944*- 







Special igwt| I and tho reporting agent 

attended the meeting in theMar^SeaTonTtoom of the lieinhans Music if}*-/ 

flail at 6:00 pou, Septe*er 28, 1944* It was obserred that _the meet ing 
was attended by approximately 250-300 person*. Special Agenl 
aade stenographic notes en the address of the subject, which are 
maintained in the file and are reported below. 

J0SH>H STOFFKL, Chairman of the Buffalo Economics League, 
opened tho meeting at approximately 8 s30 p»*u and after a short dis- 
cussion relative to the unconstitutionality of the 0.S. currency he 
introduced the subject, GSRALD L. K. aCTTH. 

SMITH stated that he had ho illusions about his candidacy 
for the office of President of the United States but said that he was 
running for such office as a challenge and a crusade to bring out the 
real issues between the two principal candidates. The subject then 
declared that the real issue in the present campaign are not being dis- 
cussed by the President or Dewey because they are agreed in advance on 
foreign police and war policy. SMITH stated that he believes that Dewey 
now must realise the kind of politician he is up against since Roosevelt 
made his first speech. SMITH declared that in hie opinion Dewey will 
get the majority of votes and -that he will likely get a strong anti- 
Hew Deal, anti-Communist Congress. SMITH then recommended that his * 
hearers read an article entitled "The Ccflmunist Conspiracy" by a former 
Soviet official appearing in the October, 1944 issue of the Headers 1 
Digest. SMITH stated that our alliance with Russia in the prosecution 
of the war should not permit a Communist to use war propaganda to take 
this country over. SMITH then related how his son had been deprived 
of a chance to go to Officers' Candidates School because of his father's 
alleged im-Amerieanism Imt later distinguished himse l f with Merrill's 
Marauders in Burma, winning sevaral decorations but no promotion. 

8MHH them easwerod a charge that he had trampled on the 
imerican flag which he claimed had been made In an editorial occurring 
in the Buffalo Courier Express at the time of his last visit to Buffalo. 
SMITH stated this was the Union How flag, the flag that the internationally 
minded wanted to place above the American flag. 3GTH then referred in 
derogatory terms to Walter\Winchell and made the remark that out of all 

so-called Hationalists, whom he represents, 
>ld of statesmanship which will save the nation • 



this persecution against 
there would be refined the 
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aOTH then pointed to GXOBGE fOSl, a discharged veteran who 
was seated on the speakers » platform, showing ^that the America First 
Party was determined to fight for the rights of the returning World War 
H veterans to ample pension*. " SnTTE then attackid various aspects of 
what he called the lew Deal dictatorship and Bureaucracy. He referred 
to an America First meeting held at St. Henry, $hio, where he had 
eight "convict e" on the platform* He stated that these convicts were 
American farmers who had the courage to resist A. A. A. demands that they 
cut farm production. As a con sequence the A. A. A. denied them priority 
in the purchase of farm equipment. The farmers thereupon pot the pur- 
chase price doiHi on the counters and hauled off the farm equipment 
without priority. For this offense they were held at $20,000 bail each 
but needless to say the Americ a Fir st Party was able to pttt up the 
$160,000 bail In ten hours. SCETH stated that he is hated because, 
like these farmers, he would not capitulate to bureaucratic tyranny « 
The farmers were later sentenced to from one to five years in a Federal 
Penitentiary but the U.S. Attorney made the suggestion that their 
sentences be suspended because they were not responsible as they acted 
under the malevolent influence of GSIAID L. K. SMITH. 
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SMITH further remarked that Represent at ive Clare Hoffman 
and not SMITH really started this farmers 7 revolt when he brought out 
the fact that a farm equipment catalogue published by an foglish firm 
advertised that farm equipment eould be secured without priority by 
simply writing to fcigland and that this equipaent was made out of lend- 
lease steel. - **.' v .'- V-- ; -. 

SMITH then turned to the Dumbarton Oaks Secret Conference 
at Washington, D. C, stating that he had mads a written protest to the 
gState Department about its secrecy* SMITH said he tried to get into 
this meeting as an American citizen who wanted to know what was gping on 
and after much discussion with the military guards he finally obtained 
the information from them that even a Senator of the united States, 
charged with the duty of conducting our foreign affairs, would be shot 
if he attempte d to enter the Dumbarton Conference without Executive ' ~ 
permission* SCCTH stated that this framed t£e is sfte of eecret tsojeenants 
secretly arrived «t when foreigners and appointed bureaucrats een get 
together on our soil and make decisions which will affect our future 
destinies end a Senator, an elected representative of % he only bo^y 
having full treaty-making power, cannot get lm» V^£>& 



■%■:■ 



SMITH then referred to the America First Party Convention 
being held in the Stevens Hotel in Chicago, Illinois, at the time of 
the Republican national Convention. SMITH stated that his Party had 
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-secured space in that Hotel by a contract, bat that certain farces 1b 
the City had Bought to high-pre scare the Bote! officials to deny the 
America First Party their rights under this contract. However, by simply 
marching into the hall and holding their convention, they defeated those 
un-American forces who were seeking to stifle freedom of speech and 
thereby took a bridgehead for free speech. SMITH stated they thereby 
demonstrated that they were not going to Lose one of the Four Freedoms 
in Chicago while their sons were (tying for the Four Freedoms in China, 
France and Italy. 3CITH stated that the America First Party should be 
firm an the constitutional rights of freedom of speech and press and 
peaceful assembly, and those who have sought to stop him from speaking 
in Buff alo betray their country. . %^,w* - '■'."■^ - r «... 

SMITH then turned to the matter of the anti-Jewish resolu- 
tion which had been proposed at the America First Convention recently 
held in Detroit. He accused the press of not publicizing the fact that 
this resolution was made by one delegate from the floor, was not 
seconded, and was immediately opposed by SMITH from the platform. He 
then went en te eay that the real anti-Senite in the world is the British 
government which will not allow the Jews to migrate to Palestine. He 
then stated that the propaganda which was trying to identify the America 
First Party witi anti-Semitism was tout, one of the devices employed by 
racketeers who were attempting to prey on the hysteria of the Jews. 
SMITH stated he is going to expose those who are thus betraying the 
Jews, and he wanted the country to know that the America First Party 
does not stand for the materialistic and pagan solutions of the Jewish 
problem which the country was led to believe by the newspapers which 
did not print the full truth of what went on at the Detroit Convention. 

After an interruption of his remarks to hear an appeal by 
GEORGE VOSS for support for the lationalist Veterans of World War H, 
an organization which is being sponsored by the America First Party, 
3GTH continued by stating that the issue In the next four years is 
between Communis* sad lationalism* *le quoted John Inlght, publisher ef 
the Detroit Free free a, «s stating that Britain even now has agents In 
this country feeling us out on the possibility of our underwriting bar 
first peace-time budget. Segals* quoted en article appearing in the 
Chicago Dally Wews by C. BAXlROBINSOsT, described as former legal advisor 
to Acfrdral Baleey, In which 'l\ was stated that the flnited States will 
get very little help from her Allies in the war against the Japanese. 
SMITH said the Australians are already demobilising part of their Armed 
Forces and that a British M.P. had stated in the House of Commons that 
it was the United States w£o forced the war against Japan. 
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SBXTH then went on to say that the thatted States was 
actually l&demitylng Britain for damage eaused when ov troopa recaptured 
, British possessions from the Japanese* Be etate& that fin one ©ecaaien 
when our Teasels arriTed in Hew Zealand bearing troops and supplies for 
the defense of that country, law Zealand laborers refused to unload the 
ships and it had to be done by the Anerican soldiers. Worst of all, the 
union sen who sat around idle demanded that they be paid for the time that 
the soldiers worked* 

SMITH then stated he was going to relate the most shocking 
story of the century. He then recited what he termed were the. statements 
which appeared in an affidavit over the signature of Mrs. TTLBHttOHT, 
■other of the young united States Babassy employee who had been ^sentenced 

to prison by British Courts for alleged es Pi° na fi e jv/5^ H sa * d ***"* the 
issue in regard to this case was not whether TTLhKkHJT was guilty of 
the accusations made against him, but whether he cVild be tried by British 
Courts when he was clothed with diplomatic immunity* 

SMITH summed up by stating that the America First Party was 
striving to get a discussion of the following as the real issues in the 

coming election, e.g., the imperialism of Great Britain; the European 
policy of Eussi&i the mystery of ,TXX£R KSSTj and the myst ery of Pearl 
Harbor. With regard to the latter so-called issue, SMTTH had stated 

that it did not appear to him that Admiral Klmrnwl or General Short could 
consider themselves guilty when they were appealing for a trial, and that 
If they were not guilty, then the blood of 3,<?°0 American ,boys was on the 
hands of the President* .-. f! " : ' %/.' 

Following his address the subject introduced GBORGE VOSE 
as the candidate on the America First Party ticket for the office of 
Lieutenant Governor of the State of Michigan. TOSK appeared on the 
platform throughout the meeting in the uniform of the United States 
Army* He was accompanied on the platform by his wife* The subject's 
wife and Mr. STOFFKL also were seated onthe platform (hiring the meeting. 

■rj x ' TOSK addressed the meeting brief!/ In "a very impassioned 
almost hysterical maimer* Se deplored the low pay end inconeidsrate 
treat of J$ m soldiers and the coddling ef prisoners of war* Be de- 
clared for a Government program affording returning veterans Job 
opportunities and security* 
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'' It is to be noted tliat ihe meeting proceeded without in- 
cident and there was no effort made to break up the meeting with one 
exception* It was observed that eight parsons in the imiform of the 
U.S. Army were seated together in the Hall during the meeting. 
Other than the fact that they were Army personnel, their particular 
place in the service could not be determined* They were very young 
and in earns cases appeared to be teen age soldiers. At 10:00 o'clock 
during the speech of SMITH this group arose and walked out of the Hall 
in a bo^y. At this time SMTTH called for a round of applause for the 
departing men. The walkout was without farther incident; it was very 
quiet and orderly and did not have the p appearance of a. demonstration* 

tewiah War ^ q 

was unacquainted with 
any of the soldier's who left the Hall bat observed that one of them 
was Jewish. He stated he believed the soldiers were students at a 
local service school and probably attended the meeting out of curiosity 
and left at 10:00 p.m. to meet their curfew. There were no other per- 
sons in service uniforms at the meeting* 

t- ■ y" .-*""*'•";*. 

All logical investigation relative to the described meet- 
ing having been conducted, this case is being referred upon completion 
to the office ^of origin. 
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^ Dear Sirs 



obtained from 
eau, for the perio 



Re: GERALD L. K, SMITH, with aliaeee 
£> AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 

SECURITY MATTER u „. „ 

SEDITION ALL INFORMATION COWTAINED 

being set fo rth herein the pertinent information 
whoee identity ia known to the Bur- 
!rom September 29 , 1944, through October 15, 1944» 
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The informant advises that SMI TO returned to Detroit on 
October 8, 1944, from an extensive speaking trip and campaign tour through 
various cities of the East and Middleweet. He has told various people that 
he had a fine trip and referred to the meeting in Philadelphia on October 1, 
1944, as a "humdinger, a knock-down and drag-out affair." 

NM£F 

During the course of his trip he appeared as a witness 
on October 3, 1944, before theNHouae Committee investigating campaign ex- ^' 
penditures of political candidate^. Prior to his appearance before the Com- 
mittee he had indicated that since he was considered a candidate for the pur* 
pose of allowing the Committee to inquire into his collections and disburse- 
ments, he also wanted to be considered a candidate by the O.P.A. for the pur- 
pose of having extra gasoline allowed him for campaigning. He indicated that 
if he did not get the gas he could not be considered a candidate and would not 
have to report on collections. JANDLEE I. • 

It is not known whether he actually assumed this attitude 
before the Committee, but he did tell friends after he had testified that the 
Committee was not able to get much out of his testimony and was not able to 
embarrass him with its questions. He was before the Committee for five hour* 
and although he was confronted with some figures by the Committee, SMITH stated 
the figures werefalse. He advised I M after the hearing that the 
Committee hadl l n bailt up as qui?e«i^H!reWer." SMITH thought that 

people w^^^angels" find it more difficult to get along than the persona 

who, like SMITH, depended on contributions. / . , O lQ CQ Hh *A j 
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Letter to the Director 
October 17, 1944 

-~ y ■ - SMITH'S reaction to attacks on him by WALTER^ NC HELL and 

DREW PEARSON in their radio columns was to refer to them as "a couple of Jerks." 
After the statement by WALTER WINCHELL in his radio program on October 8, 
/ 1944, that SMITH had perjured himself in stating before the Committee that 
his average income was about $200 a day whereas the Committee had positive 
evidence in its possession that his income was about $600 a day, SMITH con- 
tacted Congressman CUNTONwNDERSON of the Committee at Chicago. 

V ANDERS0N\advised him the Committee had no such evidence 

whatever and he could give SMITH a letter to that effect, SMITH insisted in 
his contact with Congressman ANDERSON that the organization was receiving 
v its money from the sources indicated and was doing only what it stated it 
was doing. 

SMITH has had considerable difficulty in obtaining extra 
gasoline for his campaign. His request for supplemental rations was denied 
by the local O.P.A. and by the Regional Office of the O.P.A. in Cleveland, 
apparently on the theory that SMITH was not a bonafide or qualified presi- 
dential candidate since the Party was on the ballot only in two states. He 
subsequently modified his original demand for 20,000 gallons to travel through- 
out the country and requested 12,000 to campaign Michigan. 

While in Washington he personally contacted the O.P.A. 
i headquarters and was advised that supplemental gasoline would be granted to 
him. However upon returning to Detroit he contacted Local Board #35 hut 
they still would not give him any gasoline. SMITH claimed that some one 
on the board may have been corrupted since he believed the Republicans did 
not want his candidates to be elected in Michigan. 

y^. I M who SMITH claims to be personal sec- h7c 

- retary to R. J^^OMASo^n^JAffciO, is chairman of O.P.A. Board #35 which 

t denied SMITH'S request for campaign gasoline. The informant indicated that 

x SMITH had finally gotten the gasoline, however, after the Local Board had been 

,V ! advised by O.P.A. headquarters in Washington to grant him supplement rations. 

On his return from this campaign trip, SMITH began work 
on his state campaign in Michigan. The opening meeting of the state campaign 
'23C^ was ne l d October 12, 1944, at the Italian Garden Room of the Book Cadillac 

■#$5& Hotel, Detroit, Michigan. They have planned to hold meetings at Kalamazoo, 

\?$Sj; Pontiac, Saginaw and possibly other cities. 

\V GEORGE^OSE, candidate for Lieutenant Governor in the 

State of Michigan, arrangedVor a meeting place in Kalamazoo which will 
seat a thousand people. As late as October 14, 1944, the dates had not been 
set for the Kalamazoo meeting x and definite arrangements have not been made 
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Letter to the Director 
October 17, 1944 



for other meetings out in the state. It is not believed there will be any 
J meetings prior to October 21, 1944 • The informant believed that SMITH was 
1 planning a rather intensive campaign in the state, however, since Dr. IJ&- 
\ LANlMAARION, candidate for Governor, has the names of more than 30,7XX) ■"* 
| people to whom he wants to send literature. Literature will not be put 

into the mail, however, until about ten days before the election. 

SMITH has also made inquiry as to the radio stations 
located at Saginaw, Lansing, Bay City, Sault Sainte Marie, Marquette, Flint, 
Kalamazoo and Jackson, indicating the possibility of some sort of radio 
campaign in those cities. 

In addition to the state campaign, the informant says 
SMITH claims he is conducting a "write-in campaign for president in twenty- 
one states where the America First Party could not get on the ballot offi- 
cially." According to a story related to the local papers, SMITH indicated 
that at the meeting of October 12, 1944, which launched the state campaign 
SMITH discussed his testimony before the House Committee, his incident in 
New York involving JOHN RCSYyCARLSON, author of VUnder Cover", facts concern- 
ing the Tyler Kent case and oSher matters which ne considered pertinent to 
his campaign. 

In the course of his extended Eastern and Midwestern 
trip, SMITH spent a day or two in New York during the latter part of Sep- 
tember. He had a press conference at his hotel room in New York during the 
course of which JOHN ROY CARLSON, auther of "Under Cover", who was attend- 
ing the press conference as a reporter, identified himself. SMITH claims 
that when he learned that CARLSON was in the room he went over to him, 
grabbed him by the seat of the pants and threw him out of the room. He 
stated that the story was all over the New York papers and the "New York 
Times" said it could not have been better if it had been staged by a 
Hollywood scenario writer. 

With reference to the T^rler Kent case, SMITH continues 
to take a lot of interest in this matter, according to the informant, and 
has recently had printed up a revised story of the case as given to him 

\ directly by tH.^KBg-T'S mother. The informant believed SMITH intended to ^ 

'..-Tgrifc use this as campaife(i literature. 



Although SMITH has referred to DECTEY in recent campaign 
speeches as the lesser of two evils, he claims that he is not supporting 
DEtfEY; that the DEiVEY strategists would like to "drink my blood in New York 
and get my support in the Middlewest." SMITH stated he is not interested in 
DEWEY but does want a Republican Congress and that he is not supporting DEIVEY, 
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Letter to the Director 
October 17, 19 W 



earlS; 



In a recent contact with Captain EARL "SOUTHARD of Chicago, 
SMITH spoke disparagingly of DEWEY stating that since DEWEY had endorsed the 
Dumbarton Oakes conference, DEWET was committed to preserving the British Bn- 
pire and helping the Russians keep what they had gotten through aggression. 



naive "tho 
a certa 

named 
ejects 



" thoue^well-fl 
U^J Bwhon 

s^^lHKne^Rit 



SMI1H told SOUTHARD that he thought Senator NYE was very 
well-meaning, H NYE had written a letter to SMITH introducing 
pm SMITH later learned was identical with the individual 
was identified by SMITH as being an "Operato r" and w as 
'tional Convention of the America First Party, 



later admitted being a 
for which organization 
advised b. 



representative of the Non-sectarian Anti-Naz 

SOUTHARD 



gue 




7c 



SMITH since 
is considered a 



young peop] 



(were 
.eader 



LINGgt 
both fighting the same enemy, ■ 
in the Detroit area and has beencontacted in connection with young people's 
work by members of the American Youth for Democracy, a Communist organization, 
He is not believed, however, to have Communist leanings.) 



SMITH is apparently using a good number of SOUTHARD 1 S 
book, "Forty Xears of Roosevelt" and recently ordered five hundred addi- 
tional copies* 

\V SMITH has bsen in contact, according to the informant, 

with RALPtfvBAERUAN, who is his Washington representative. BAERMAN recently 
told him that things are "very interesting at the school house", which is 
believed to refer to the sedition trial now being conducted in Washington. 

RUGER^ALDWIN (head of the Civil Liberties Union) and 
other individuals from New York "are trying to horn in and get some of 
S the credit." According to BAERMAN, LIBBY (believed to refer to ELI ZABETH 
^QlLLINC) was well-pleased with some cards furnished to her and was~~giving 
bAEJSM"slx hundred of her best names. SMITH has requested Senator GREHtfB 
to investigate the Non-sectarian Anti-Nazi League and the "Friends of Dem- 
ocracy" against whom "we have clear-cut cases." 

, i" Following services of a subpoena upon SMITH'S secret- 

ary, BK^AH&UJUMAN, on October H, 19AA, SMITH contacted BAERMAN again, 
advising him\bat DOMAfl would be in Washington on October 16 to appear 
before the Dies Committee under subpoena and that BAERMAN should stick 
with DOMAN while he is in Washington. 



-A- 



Q 






;»:V^;'.-.'.v' 

.''(:'-'Jy'J?-J 




fcNb'& Letter to the Director 



October 17, 19W 



1 The service of the Dies Committee subpoena upon DOMAN 

] has apparently causea^MITJ^cpnsiderabletrouble. When the subpoena was 

served on DOMAN by a V pa representative of the Coomit- 

tee, SIC TO questioned^ p5^»onieiength concerning the reason for 

* the service of this subpoena and pointed out that DOMAN was in poor health which 
would Make a trip to Washington inadvisable and in addition the time was 
very short since the subpoena was served on Saturdayfor testimony to be h"7 c 
given on Monday in Washington. SMITH assured^ f that he is not 
trying to evade anythin^and would be delighteo^oap|5ar himself before 
the Committee. | passured him that the subpoena was not served 
for the purpose of embarrassing SMITH and stated that COSTELLO, the Vice 
Chairman of the Committee, would probably handle the inquiry, SMITH then 
contacted a Dr. MATTHEWS of the Dies Committee in Washington and said he 

1 would cooperate one hundred per cent but that he did not want DOMAN to be 

i kept in Washington any longer than necessary. MATTHEWS said this particu- 

lar investigation was being handled by persons other than himself, probably 
by a Mr. STRIBBLING, and that MATTHEWS would give him SMITH'S message, 

* SMITH then spent a considerable amount of time instruct- 
ing DOMAN as to how he was to testify and what he was to say. DOMAN pointed 
out he could not very well bring more than a very few books and records with 
him although the Committee apparently wanted all the books and records. 

" ; SMITH told DOMAN, "That's just what they want but that's not what they'll 

get." He then advised DOMAN, "Don't ever let the sheenies get hold of the 
names on your daybooks," 

[ SMITH prepared several memoranda with which DOMAN was 

requested to raemorite so that he could present properly answers to the Com- 
mittee as to his reasons for not having complete records with him. The 
substance of these memoranda was that the complete records were kept in 
Detroit and it would be physically impossible to transport all of them to 
Washington but a representative of the Committee was welcome to examine 
these records at any time in Detroit* 

DOMAN was to testify that all money received was spent 
on payrolls, printing, travel, postage, paper and on publicity and mailing 
of the magazine, "The Cross and the Flag." He was advised to tell the Com- 
mittee that the Treasurer, E. tfy SMITH, (GEttLD L. K. SMITH'S wife) has been 
sick in bed for the past weekTBatt^ng it impossible to assemble as much data 
as he would have liked to have brought; DOMAN was admonished to remember 
that the purpose of the Committee is to investigate subversive activities 
$$$?? and that there are only two things subversive; one was taking money from 

S*?$8 the wrong source and two, spending money on the wrong thing, "That's all 

'^:V i: Js J .$f they have a right to know." 
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(Letter to the Director) 
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DOMAN was reminded that he should not answer questions 
as to what happened Bore than three years ago and tha^i^jewere a eked 
for information as to "my reports, for example f rom W ■ and all 

that stuff, you don't know anything about that. Don^ to paes 
the buck," DOMAN was told to advise the Committee that SMITH rune the 
organization and any further information could be gotten from him. He 
was told that he could always answer, "I don't know," or "I' don 1 1 remember." 
He could advise the Committee that he would not answer the Question on 
the grounds that it would make no contribution to the Committee, 

DOMAN was advised to take only the later day books with 
him and that he should not let the Committee keep any of the books. He was 
further advised to remember that the Committee was working for him and that 
"they are the servants, you're the citizen. If there is anything you think 
you shouldn't answer, don't answer it." 

DOMLOHBECK, who is apparently going to take over 
DOMAN' S duties as SMl TFTS secretary, was said by SMITH to be "getting the 
swine of the thinr" 



C 



ioia LUniECK that] 

is an Investigator for many years and w&e recenj 
back in Detroit working again and tried to get " 
of SMITH'S in the America First Party, 

cently requested legal information from 1 

This is the first time that SMITH is known to 
individual. 



'who has worked in DetroJ 
red I n New York,) is 
an associate 
;y. SMITH has re- 
a local attorney. 
been in contact with this 



Very truly yours, 





GUERIN, Si 






V 



■m 



-6- 



■ /'■'■*■"■-' i 



-";C'5f, ■'• ' ;J "^- 



/' : 7:K^ > -'-' 









■v 7 "."-';-, ■ : :"'ii'- ^ .^ 
j^,' 1 '.'.".iSi-.t'w u-ii" 












natEna * 

iypv j o iQ>w' .... 

«.s. OE P.A h rvENrofiusr ( c£ 
^"TOC.'T/Cfc! SECT"* 



FBI DETROIT 
^i-RlTCTOR 
GLOW 



11-10-44 

URGENT ' 



11-17AM E 






© 






GE ML D , L, - Ki w ?11ITflj ET AL, SECURITY MATTER, SEDITION* &J24BJTH 




j DIALING, ONE^ OF. DEFENDANTS IN WASHINGTON S£D IT I QH.JBMI.7 
FE iIMg£LJgAjgOlJg jTniG SPONSORED BY SUB JEC T _AjTO j^MACA2IHE, 
QUOTE THE CROSS AND THE FLAG, UNQUOTE, TO BE HELD NOVEM BER^ Trj^, I 

■INSTANT AT EIGHT PM Itf ITALIAN GARDEN BALLRQQM, m&£*$]J^JlpT£L, 
DETROIT. INFORMANTS STATE ABQUT FIFTEEN HUNDRED JlN VI TATIONS HAVE BEEN^" 
^^^JlJMiS^TJRJllJM^W^KB ALTHOUGH SUBJECT IS NOT PHBLICJ^INLG 
MEETING OUTSIDE HIS ORGANIZATION, FEARING ^TEL W^LL CANCEL cSc^" 
■OR BALLROOM IF THEY LEARN NATURE OF N^flN.^ W^J^^^&^ia, 



tETING, BUT NO AGENTS 
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0/?^ Memorandum 

As 



r/1^ 



JCS:SBH 
TO MR; LADD 

FROM : MR. STRICJaWD 

subject: GER1ID L. K. SMITH 

THJTAMERICA FIRST PARTT 
INTERNAL SECURITT 
SEDITION 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



^atb: ii/7/U 





With reference to jour inquiry as to the facte surrounding the 
handling of the attached teletype from the Detroit Office, the following fae Ws BMM 
are set forth i »» »»>* 



Hr. Qulnn Tajnn_ 
Tel«. Rcx m 



fh teleype is d ated October J. &. 1944, and the orj-ginal was received 
in the Intern&L_£e_curity aWtdon^oA-Satwro^yj^Octpber^Q, 1944, at 5:18 P # M." 

Although no specific instructions accompanied the teletype^4tLJW 
felt. that. the information ought_to be sent to the Criminal Division and, 
accordingly, the aJ,_taciiecLmemDrandkua^wa^/^ctaied on Monday^ "October JO, 1944 • 
A mistake appeared in_ the original transcription and it was accordingly necessary 
to re dictate portions of the memorandum and to transcribe it again. The memorandum 
clsared^tiie.,liternai_5ecurijty^^y on_on Jtove^MijIu 1944* 

^A3XJ^9rt^s_t^n5_iMdeto^handle these matters as promptly as 
possible but it is pointed out ,~as in connection with the instant matter, that 
a delay in the receipt of the original communication imposes a considerable 
handicap upon jrompt handling of such material. 
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JTHt.m^ ^24,3818 ^~?-y 
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Assistant attorney General Ton C« Clark 

Join Edcar Hoover - Director, Pedoral Bureau of Investication 



GERALD L* fc. SISTHj 
THE ; AI!T1GA FIttST FAflTTf 

urcraoL sEOJRiTri flEDxnafc 




L? 



The &ire*a has recently been infomed by a reliable source of information 
that Gerald L. £. Tnith hJis discussed with lire, ni^bctttfLillin-r the possibility 
of plann'.nc eoF» eort of procxan to obtain Ei*s Comit tee record* (or information 
appcarlnc therein) through the services of *J, B«j£iftthews,* described ae beinc in 
charge of research for the Diea CorsaJttee, *\ 

Reportedly, Sulth thinks the Dice Ccsntttee Ray be dissolved at any 
tirsc an<* that if the services of lathewe could be secured, rathrws would be helpful 
inasmuch as he allecedly is ednutely flr.lliar with practically all of the naterial 

in the riea Coarlttee filea. . ,.. ] \rnt ;, ' : 

i ■■' ^ v -V 
l«rs. Wiling allegedly told Stdth that' she h*d already talked with 
Vat hews end that the latter seeded anxious to associate himself with Krs« Dillinc. 
The suj^estion was also cade that a nnt ion-wide speaking tour ni^ht be orranired 
on the basis of any connection wh! ch eight be nade with V* thews in apparently 
publicising to sons extent the inforaaUon contained in the Eiee Conrittec fi> s« 

Oar confidential source of infomation further said that tfrs. Wiling 
eoEnonted that ahe and sore of the "other sedition trlnl defendanta havo already 
contributed »oney toward auch an en<8 since it waa now or newer*" Our source 
was of the opinion- that Sfcrith and Dilling wrre planning to use Va thews and his 
lcnowled C c of the contents of the l£ee Coeoittee* files in behalf of thraselvcs 
and perhaps in behalf of sop* of the individuals now under indictwent for sedition. 

Should the aarestt receiwo any other infomation with reference to this 
mbjeet it will, of course, be furniBhed to you. However, it is absolutely 
necer sary th-t the identity of our source of infomation be approrrintoly 
concealed end, accordingly, I shall appreciate your considering tW.s data as 
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being of s no ft confidential nature • 
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Excerpt from a report of G,L.K^mith»B 
meeting in Philadelphia on S^dayTocloT^?. 

"After describing ho* he tossed Carlson • 
out of his suite, he lapsed into the usual 
tirade against the Jews, the so-called 
Jewish Gestapo, etc. He stated that the ADL 
and ffalter^inchell created more anti-Semitism 
than anyone else on earth. He hoped that when 
his own 'wounded and decorated hero son' 
returns from this war he will immediately come 
to New York and take a punch at ffinchell's nose." 
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deel * — ^rrtfSr^S^America, hi» 
homeland, first, looked down upon 
«nd bedeviled by the efficient art- 
Uta of smear. I make haste to say 
that, in the dayt of international 
bickering and jockeying jtut be- 
fore us, we ere going to need aem* 
men in high places who are for 
America first 

Stalin is for Russia first, Churc- 
hill ia for Great Britain first. No- 
body blames them for that posi- 
tion. But let any man say that tha 

cause of the United States and ita 
people ii foremost in his thought 
and he is branded immediately an 
isolationist, a reactionary and & 
gelfish provincial who has no con- 
ception of America's poaition la- 
the world, nor of her' Heaven- 
formed mission to aid all her Little 
Brothers. 

••*,$ is dicing the branding? why, 
the myriad of writers who smear 
"theft" opponent! for * the interna- 
tionalist clique in Washington. 
They are the Wjnchells, the Jay 
Franklins, the Dorothy Thompsons, 
to mention only a few of the most 
prominent. They smear with in- 
nuendo and insinuation. They sel- 
dom present facta or reasoning. 
That method they have taken over 
lock, stock and barrel from the 
Communists. 

Some day we are going to wake 
up and find that America badly 
needed somebody who was for ber 
first, last and only, to stand up 
stubbornly for her at* the council 
tablet. That ia what happened in 
1818, when, after we had won the 
war, w« lost the peace. 

Perhaps, if we have no more 
backbone than to permit every 

man a.'>i« i«9«<4> #— - vj. -— - 

try firat, to be shouted down into 
oblivion, we will deserve to hava 
it happen to us again. But if we 
do permit it, we are un-swrthy 
indeed of the boya who are dVing 

^i over the world in trie unuwin 
the United States armed «v- 
es, under the decided impres- 
sifc that they are giving their, 
lives for America firat 
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aaya he doesn't know the lav on wearing a uniform after 
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3A.G # Detroit 



Bovember 11, 1944 




John Bdgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

GERALD L. K. SmTTH 
THfpAM^RlCA FIRST PARTI 
INTERNAL SECURITI 
SEDITIQK 



if 



The Bureau would like for you to advise at your earliest convenience 
as to the showing which subject and the other members of hie slate of candidates 
in Michigan made during the recent elections* 

It is definitely not desired, of couree, that any inquiries be made 
relative to this phaee of the matter, but it is felt that from available publio 
records and publications you can ascertain the following which supported Smith, 
Reverend Marion, Yose, and the other America First Party candidates in Michigan. 
It would appear that the showing they made would be a good Indication as to the 
scope and influence of their asserted following in that area, Hon ever, for 
very obvious reasons it is again re-emphasised that no investigation, overt or 
otherwise, is to be undertaken relative to the specific question of their 
candidacy and the results of the elections. 

It is assumed that Smith 1 s name as a candidate for President was 
entered on the ballot only in Michigan. However, in the event he was actually 
entered elsewhere it would be of further help for you to ascertain from the 
appropriate field offices and then relay to the Bureau data as to his showing 
in any other states where he may have been officially a candidate. Again, 
with reference to any inquiries you may make of other offices as to Smith's 
showing, it is desired that you emphatically set forth that no investigation 
is being requested and that it is merely desired that any information publicity 
available be furnished* 
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KT. waiter Klnohsll 
The Rev fork Hirror 
235 East 45th Street 
New Iork, New Tork 

Ifear Walter* 

The caamunicationa which you for- 
warded were received on tfoTeruber 11, 19^. 

Thanke vtry nuch Tor referring 
theee mattera to *y attention. Tou nay be 
aaeured that the data oontalned therein will 
receive prompt conaideration. 

With beat wiahea and kind regarda. 
Cordially, 

7jft %*0£r Bert*** 
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GERAI2 L. K. SLIITH, et al 

CVA1EEICA FIRST PARTY 



CHARACTER Or CAM 



SECURITY MATTER - G 
SEDITION 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



Subject, in America First rally II/I/44 at 

Kalamazoo, Michigan, critized the President 

for failure to reveal the truth about Pearl 

Harbor. He denounced foreign affairs policy/ 

of the administration and discussed at length 

the TYI£R-KENT case, as well as making comments 

on the DUMBARTON-OAKS conAMeiU^fi t%&tifUi ^VT'WTI 

account set forth. « ■*• "*> *-^"* fTUTt bjftliVtfttJ 

HEREfN IS CLASSIFIED 



- RUG - 



REFERENCE : 



DETAILS: 



DATE /(>/f/t^ BYafeai^ 



Letter from the Detroit Office dated 10/23/^4< 
Letter from the Detroit Office dated IO/24/44. 



y 



AT KALAMAZOO. MICHIGAN 



talked before a group oi appro xlmaj 
Temple auditorium on ll/l/44» 
dent as well as the administrai 
to the President as "King Franklin". 
SIvlITH critized the President for his 
in the Pearl Harbor affair. 



the recent 






advised that GERAID L. K. SMITH 
[0 individuals at the Masonic / 

Ithat" SMITH critized the Presi- I 
feign affairs po licy and referred/ 
that Subject I 

5ut the real truth 





case an<3 



;,._-»> 



w* 



" >t rneiilW 



|tnat SMITH discussed at length 
out that an American embassy 
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emplOYe^^^^^^^^^^Jmgrisoned illegally in a British concentration 
camp.j (that from allegations of KENT'S mother, which 

were quorea^uia^TENT was arrested and tried contrary to law by the 
British Government for the theft of secret cables between President 
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill. 




1 ^^^^_^^ m ^ m ^^^^ that SMITH critized the democratic 
jsar^yand pointed out tnat H.LLiSAN and BRCMDER were behind it. ^^^^^ 
B fcthat Subject SMITH'S prime objective was America f or America ns 

^In^^^^Bat connection pleaded for the America First Party* IB that 
SMITH stated that in 1948 the America First Party would be th^^HHng one. 

that Subject SMITH had stated that he had visited 

the scene of the DULaBARTON-OAKS conference and had made an attempt to gain 
admittance with negative results. SMITH pointed out that he had questioned 
guards at the entrance to the conference and asked if he were to go through 
if their only recourse would be to shoot him, and in answer to this question 
the guards replied "I guess that it would be necessary". 

■ ■ that GE0RGE*«£0SE, who is running on the America 

First Party ticket for the Lt. Governor, State of Michigan, spoke in a 
rather forceful manner and emphasized and urged that each man receive an 
amount of $1,000 at the time he is mustered out of the armed service. It 
Is to be noted that VOSE was attired in an army uniform and was dis- 
charged in August of 1944 from the hospital at Ft. Custer. 

J J that ISLAND LtTEARION, candidate 

for governor of Michigan^onthe America First Party ticket, also spoke 
in a general manner. ■ Bthat he did not hear any statements made 

by Subject SMITH or otnerspeakers that could be interpreted as being un- 
American or seditious. 

The reporting agent examined the Kalamazoo Gazette, edition 
of 11/3/44, and found the following article, relative to the meeting, which 
is being set forth; 

"The future of President Roosevelt cannot stand the truth 
of the Pearl Harbor attack nor the telling of the story of Tyler Kent", 
asserted Gerald L. K. Smith, in an address here last night. 

"Speaking before a large audience at a rally of the American 
First party held at Masonic' temple", Smith, America First candidate for the 
office of President of the United States, denounced the foreign policy of 
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the administration. He predicted a strong nationalist government would 
rise in the country when the service men return from overseas. 

"Making much of the case of Tyler ijfent, Smith charged that *^ 
Kent, an American embassy employed in London, was imprisoned illegally 
in what he termed a 'British concentration camp' on the island of Wight 
where, he still landguishes- 

"Saying that he quoted from allegations of Kent's mother, 
Smith indicated that Kent was arrested and tried, contrary to law, by the 
British government for the theft or revelations of secret cables between 
President Roosevelt and Winston Churchill, then first lord of the admirality* 
Smith continued, saying these cables are alleged to have committed the 
United States to the assistance of Great Britain as early as 1939- 

"Touching on the mystery of Pearl Harbor, Smith demanded 
that the truth be revealed. He charged that a deliberate conspiracy with 
Japan couldn't have been more effective in damaging the fleet. V/hen the 
truth is known, he said, the name of Roosevelt will be forever annihilated 



***** from the future of the United States. 

"Asserting the America First party is pointing toward the 

"^v^"'" 7 1948 election, Smith said he does not expect to win the election this 

■:%:■_.:■. year. He said the country should wait until the soldiers have returned 

'V'i'v'o. 1 before making plans for the future and warned the United States must 

-;.'.-}■.'-.'" 'keep the foreigners from picking our pockets so we will have something 

* to plan with after the war is ended.' 



"George Kt^Vose,' Kalamazoo, America First candidate for 
the position of Michigan lieutenant governor, appeared in the uniform 
I ' '■ ' of the United States army, from which he explained, he was honorably 

discharged, presented a fiery address in which he stated he would fight 
for the returning servicemen and promised a $1,000 payment to every dis- 
charged veteran when the war is over. 

"Also appearing on the program were C. jrfSmith, Belding, 
the party's candidate for state treasurer and Dr. Leland L. Llartin, 
Pontiac, candidate for governor." 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



Director, FBI 



Tfifi&ou 



date. Hovember 13, 19** 



SIC, Detroit 



G> 



\ 



Ui 



subject: QERXLD I. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
^AMERICA FIRST PARTY J 
W INTERNAL SECURITY - G, SECURITT MA 

[/ -, SEDITION 

v-fi V (Bureau file 62-43818) 

1 



'111 information contaio 
herein !s uxsus9fed 



**?■*>•• 






In accordance with jour letter of September 21 the follow- 
ing additional information was obtained recently fro* confidentialinformanta L^ 
of this office concerning the Subject's attitude toward" 1 *""''"™™** & - 

Chicago. It will be recalled that some tine ago the De 
Divis ion reported that Subject was suspicious oj 
;ht be spying upon fain* 



onfidentialin 

tr^^FIeHr^ 
and thought that 






lycnown 
laTHea 



dentity is known td the 

been in Detroit and 

.we a meeting with i 

own to informant, but Subject f 

and_^£_ -st lll s u sj ^pia ua^ I 

by some^actions ofS ■ I 




whose 

Bureau 'atatesTna^HWEG^Bs^ae^Tew^ays 

in contact with Subject* s office in an effo 

Subject* The purpose of this meeting is not 

has indicated that he does not want to meet" 

of him. This suspicion apparently is intena 

in connection with the campateno^tepresentative CLARfc>HOFFMAN of 

for re-election to Congress. ■ Iwasapparently working for HOFFMAN in 

his campaign. The exact natureTB ■ actions referred to by Su b j eel 

are not known to informant* InforHnVicnew of no specific action oj 

which^^^^oueed Subject's suspicions, but stated that Subject did 

trustB I because the latter was apparently able to travel widely end 

yet d^PWot appear to have any Job or other source of income. His personal 

manner is apparently quite aggressive and annoying, and this also probably 

has some bearing on the Subject le. attitude toward him. 



b?c 






^ 
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^jec^on 




&TT >*> 



Bureau state 

November 8, 1944, inquired as 

stating that he, SOUTH ARD, think 

to stay away from himT ACcflr 








whose identity is known tcPthe 
go, in a conversation with Sub- 
ect f e opinion concerning 
*~is a "niant" &nri advised 
THAHD,fl phas "two 
bad connections 11 in Chicago, one of them being a mysterousfellow across 
the street from him who has an office with no name on the doo r. Subject 
told SOUTHARD that in view of the "HQFTMAN - deal!!_JiiicJiW 
Subject thought he ^was either an~o£eTSttve or a school, fS^^ / 7 ^ ^^Op' 

W- Ion' 



tih 



^£ 
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-X - 35 (J ^ RECORDED & INDEXET* /?3~ l£ 
The same informant stated that on Novemoey-SsDQfl _ -^^ 
wh o is Su bject's assistant advised that a certain "he," 'belieifcd to^frefer / i 



to' 

Su 



ffl to wanted to see Subject about some things thai he hatf arranged* 
fll^^joffed at this and advised LQHBECK to tell "that fellow" that it 
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■■;(#.§ Utter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was., et al.j 

dated November 13, 1944 INTERNAL SECURITY - G, SECURITY 



y. 

^■ISS MATTER, SEDITICH 



ie "no dice" and that "he" did not contribute to the cause bj hie activities J I 
concerning HOFFMAN, / ' 

As furthej^^formation is received concerning any additional 
information regarding « fc&nd Subject's reasons for distrusting him, it h 7, 
will be forwarded to you^^ 
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Mr. NichoU. 

Mr. Romp 

Mr. Tracy. 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Egajs ., 

Ml". HeadoD . ...» 
Mr. Pennington . 
Mr. Q-a^tjTT«ijiM 
Mr. Neuc._ ..„„, 
Mi*» Gtuuily 



FBI DETROIT 
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£? ^■■^■■■■■■■■V AI>VI -^- THAT THE MEETING Q F 
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Director, FBI 

SAC. Detroit 
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dvises that on November *v, 

ith Subject's wife by long-distance telephone. 



whose identity is known to the Bureau, 
, a Mrs. BILLINGS of Chicago was in contact 



it- t. 1 If-iL. •• » M- . 3. »_A. _ J^ *J A. M n „JiL 
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Mrs. BILLINGS identified 

. s. »_X _ J^ *J a. M n ._u 

miaouubcui./ meuuicad wx 1 

rs. GRACEFUL INGS, who is presently secretary to Mrs. LYRL CLARK^AWHYNING 

aSfeE^f Chicago, who is head otji/fe, The Mothers Mobilize for America, Inc." of 
** «j 3 2 537 South Dearborn Street, Chicago. Mrs. BILLINGS explained to Subject's 
wife that in the recent Presidential election, twenty-one states failed to 
place on their ballots the names of Presidential electors and that their 
failure in this respect was contrary to the United States Constitution. Mrs. 
BILLINGS stated that her organization, backed by mart^ people who did not like 
the way the election went, intended to start mandamus proceedings against the 
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Secretary of Stats in at least one of these states and ^ossibl^ in all twenty- 
one of them. Mrs. BIIXINGS wanted to have the Subject's help in this project 
and wanted him to come to Chicago. She stated that if a suit were filed, 
UPTOH^CLOSE, the radio commentator, had promised that he would devote radio 
time to it. Subject's wife made no commitments concerning his possible 
activities in behalf of this project and Informant did not know what plans, 
if any, Subject had in regard thereto. 

The project above referred to by Mrs. BIIXINGS has been pre viously 
reported by the Detroit Field Division in the report of Sn «Hal Ag*nfr. 

in the case 
Bureau fileta «| m tn~ls 

^^^^^^^^^^^^_^ a resident ofTJosAngeles, Cali- 
f ornia, had visited atj ■ nome In Detroit on August 19, 1944, at 

or suits along the lines above indicated was set out. I Bat that time 
indie atedtha^i^rould take about ten thousand dollars^^^ianance this pro- 
gram mdW pfvo^jnteere^toDut up one thousand dollars of this 
amount a-^Wffiff lrWHt^pflpppjJJpl^of Chicago, who is an associate of 
would put up me Balance of the money* 
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Information received fromlnformant since the date of the above- * 

mentioned report indicates thatWMH^iasapparently not been able to obtain ,£>? 

.„the results which he had promisl^T^™ B has expressed disappoint- 

[ment at his failure, indicating that sfil^Hno^^oing to finance him aifciKHLED 
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Letter to the Director, 
November 21, 1944 



Ret GERALD L. K* SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 



longer. In a letter dated 
1 Irecounts some of 

^Wgr^^%id requests t Urtff 

the course of this letter, 

and rapidly and when the t 



ij^ctober 

i!erx5Bn< 




ober 1, 1944, addressed t( 

activities in conne ction with" the above 

ciaLsssistance fronM M In 

states, "We h^^^^^^^^^Cently 
cones execute a 'blitz 1 before they know what 




\>+ 



is happening, and I believe now we have the instrument with which to work." 



A photostatic copy of the above letter of 
with further information concerning the activities o. 
associates is being sent to the Bureau in a report in the 
which case is now in the course of preparation in the Detro 

As further information is received 
^ relative to any further activities of 
will be forwarded to you. 
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case, 
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JLeaistsnt Attorney General Too C« Clarie 



^ -■ ! John Edgar Hoover - Director, Inderal Bureau of Investigation 

CERALD t. K. SJlTTH; THT AIS'HlCa FIRST rjUBX| 

IOT3KAL SECURITY | SKDITIOK. 



Vo have received infomatlon froa a soure* whoa© identity wist %• 
protected and recain anonyaous, that on Tfereraber 20, 1?Uj, a Vr9* Qraoe BlUings, 
who ie thought to be associated with the Ch'cago organi Ration, "*Je, the Mothers, 
L'obillse for Ancrica, Inc.," expressed the opinion to subject's wife that in the 
recent Presidential election ©one twenty-one state's failed to place the names 
of Presidential Electors on their ballots. i*rs. Billings was under the impression 
thet this failure is contrary to the American Constitution and she reportedly 
told J Irs. &dth that her organisation, backed by "nany persons who do not like 
the way the election went n intends to start nandajsus proceedings against the 
Secretary of State in at least One of these states and possibly in all twenty-one. 
Vrs. B tilings Indicated she believed this fdght have the effect of upsetting 
the results of the election and she allegedly stated that if such a suit were 
filed, ttr. Upton Close, the radio co-^ontator, had premised that he would devote 
radio time to the project* Our source of Information related tiurt subject's 
wife regained noncorrdttal and did not indicate whether subject ftrlth Would 
enter Into the matter. 
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The records of the Criminal Di visit** will reflect th at un der 
2Q*_192Ji9 I sent you a renorcndinrt captioned, 

outlining a sirilar plan wh ich wag rep< 
of Los Angeles at the hone of W Bin Detroit, 

"w Informed by another confiden^^^^^^^^^^^nWnnatioa __ 
^previously expressed her Intention to contribute' fn 
roposed plan toward upsetting the results of Jhc election, 
"Is a "failure" and in not worthy of further wupporW- 



However, the previ ouaiy rventi onod 
around October 1, 1?, 



'ailura^wj^s ! 
'iJu^sHnJ^^r 



allegedly corcrunl?at©& with 
financial asoi stance £o#the 
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pian anc an the sane tins stating substantially as follows: "fie have ,^o WfcrkVJ 

e il s oUy end rapidly and when the tine cones execute a 'blitz 1 beforo~;thqy:i As 

RSr.toiow..what 3 s happening, and I believe now we have the instrument with which txr 

Kr. worJr«5a | v ~ -s- 

Mr - Clas * . tuciiti " ;— t 

sir. gizt>* jT n the event the Bureau receives any further infomatlon concerning' ■ 

Mr.th?a alleged plan I shall, of course, lrcodiately furnish you such data!' 
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GERAID L. K. SMITH, 



Dear Sir: 



/ * » /-« e! GERAID L. K. 
ZV ^' J //y/>With UUim, 

\ AMERICA FIRST PAHTI jm, llfrpn,.,-^, 

INTERNAL SECURITT - SEMTOK^yr-MfiThl*' ),' 
(Bureau Fil. 62^3818) u r n - , j f' '' «' ^--_ 

DATE-^> 

set out below pertinent information received from 
whose identity is known to the Bureau, during 
', 1944, to November 16, 1944, inclusive. 
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Subject SMITH has devoted considerable attention to politics during 
the past several weeks. His candidate for Governor of Michigan on the AMER- 
ICA FIRST PARTT ticket, Reverend LELANDJK\RION of Pontiac, Michigan, had a 
radio program daily from 5*45 to 6:00 p.m. over Station WCAR, Pontiac, 
during the period from November 1 to November 6, 1944, inclusive* In the 
course of this campaign he advocated the election of himself as Governor of 
Michigan, and the election of Subject SMITH as President of the United 
States* 

Following the announcement of the election returns, MARION contacted 
SMITH and stated that he felt the AMERICA FIRST PARTY had won the election in 
Michigan, but that he was unable to learn how many votes had been obtained 
by the Party's candidates. MARION stated that their Party was being ignored 
and that the votes of the minority parties were being divided up among the ./ V 
Democrats and Republicans. MARION stated he had spent a lot of money on the 
campaign and' expected some results* SMITH was skeptical of MARION 1 a charges 
that the AMERICA FIRsT PARTY candidates were being ignored and indicated to 
MARION that the official count would not be available for some considerable 
time, but that their votes would be counted eventually?. j ^ <yV 5? ^^ toi I 

SMITH advised J Jc^^nAlanapolie, prior to the election, that 

he felt the Democrats wer^TorcinJ^peofcle to turn more^o^fationalism and 
against Communism. Following theVelefction SMITH tol^W Bbhat the cause of i 

Nationalism had not been adversely &Wmfi o^Tne results an^that | )rfli 
are just beginning to fight," V vote a letter to V 

of Milwaukee stating that therl^Plno hope for the uHWo^^ 
!es in any leadership from either of the old parties and that 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L* K, SMITH 

November 20, 194A with aliases, et al; 

INTEFflAL SECURITT 
SEDITION 

after careful consideration he had ca st his lo^dth SMITH, since SMITH was 
fundamentally a sound leader, ■ Jstated to« ■that the AMERICA FIRST t 
PARTY was considering a series o^wo-day institutes to be held during the -a**' 
Winter in diflbrent cities, at which fundamental political economy and 
" f economics would be discussed. 

SMITH advised^ P an associate of his in Baltimore, 

Maryland, that DEWEY d^scovereoTurln^iis campaign in the Middle West that £- 
the majority of the people in that section of the country thought along the c -" 

same lines as did SMITH, 

Mrs. BEATRICESCNOWLES, another follower of SMITH'S, indicated that 
she was much incensed over the election of ROOSEVELT, 

*S$?y SMITH and EARiNSOUTHAHD of Chicago were agreed that it was now 

.?0) time to step out and organize a new nationalistic party since the Republican 

£*£*-' Party is believed to be dead as a result of the election, SOUTHARD thought 

the victory was a Communist victory, but SMITH thought that the results would 

be good for the Nationalist cause in the long run* 

.;..;(.-;; ' During the course of the campaign, SMITH was in contact with various 

Republican politicians. He advised a certain CARMICHAEL of the Wayne County 
Republican Committee on November U, that at the meeting held by the AMERICA 
-=- ;: - FIRST PARTI the previous day, one of the persons attending such meeting had 

stated publicly that he had attended a.£u Klux Klan meeting back in Missouri 
many years ago, at which Senator HARRY* TRUMAN had been the principal speaker, 
> CARMICHAEL indicated that he was interested in this story and SMITH gave him 

• . | \ the name and address of the man who had made the remark about TRUMAN, SMITH 

\\ also gave the story to the various Detroit newspapers. 

On the same day SMITH sold to CAEMICHAEL of ^.he Wayne County Repub- 
lican Committee, fifteen thousand pamphlets entitled^ 1 ' Vote CIO and have a Soviet 
t America, " These pamphlets were published by JOSEPH] CAMP of the Constitutional 

Educational League of New York. SMITH advised CARMICHAEL he could have the 
pamphlets for the freight charges, which were one hundred dollars, 

SMITH has been much interested in the circulation of literature in 
recent weeks. In addition to the pamphlets mentioned in the preceding para- 
graph, he also received one thousand copies of a speech by Senator REYNOLDS, 
which copies were sent out to his followers, and has printed and set out * t 
pamphlet giving what he states are the true facts concerning the Tyler Keni 
case* 

SMITH contacted the Chicago Tribune to obtain two thousand copies of 
an article by JOHN T.fFLYNN, which appeared in the October 22d issue of that 
paper. He also has been extremely concerned about the handling of his magazine 
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Letter to the Director Re: GHIALD L. K, SMITH, 

November 23, 1944 with aliases, et al 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SBD1T10K 

"The^ross and the Flag," and has instructed his assistants to make a double 
check at the Post Office to be sure the magazines are received by the persona 
to i*om they are addressed. - . -# * „ 

TH's Secretary for about three years, left *• ^ 
_ formerly SMITH'* associate in <stS J** 



BERNARD IDOMAN, who was S 
his employment on 'November 3« 
louia, .Missouri^ is now do; 
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The Detroit newspapers have been in contact with SMITH relative to 
LDHBECK'a draft classification and have indicated some interest in such classi- 
fication and LDHBECK'a connection with SMITH. 34ITH has advised LOHBECK 
that the publicity being given to his (LOHBECK's) draft stat us is being 
instigated by the Jews* 




i* 



■ ■ 



GBORGBT-VOSE, who was SMITH'S candidate for Lt. Governor of Michigan 
on the AMERICA FlkST PARTT ticket, has also been an object of attention from 
the Detroit newspapers in view of the fact that he was court martial led and 
sentenced to six months at hard labor while in the United States Army a year 
or so ago. SMITH advised the newspapers that VOSE had an honorable discharge 
and that the recent publicity concerning his court martial was n A smear cam- 
paign." SMITH indicated that he believed the recent article in the New York 
Post concerning VOSE and his court martial was libelous, but that he would 
not file suit against the newspaper. SMITH advised VOSE that "the Jews are out 
to get you. They are a desperate gang of rats." VOSE was advised to tell any 
persons interviewing him that he had an honorable discharge from the army and 
was a victim of persecution. 

SMITH has apparently run into some financial difficulty in recent 
weeks. On November 1, his bank account was overdrawn, but on November 2 he 
made a large deposit which took care of the deficit in his bank balance, 
and apparently the recent returnings received from his followers in the mail 
have been substantial. On November 1st, for example, he received two hundred 
twenty-nine dollars, on November 2, more than six hundred dollars, and on 
November k, four hundred and eighty dollars. These represent the contributions 
received through the mail. 
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Letter to the Director Res GERALD L. K. SMITH, 

November 20, 1944 with aliases, et al 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 

SMITH sponsored a talk by ELIZABETH (DILLING, which was given at the 
Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, November 15, 1944. SMITH introduced DIT.TJWG and 
she and SMITH were the only speakers on the program. The meeting at which she 
spoke was held under the sponsorship of "The Cross and the Flag." SMITH 
arranged for DILLING's hotel accommodations during her stay in Detroit and 
the meeting was apparently well attended. DIIXING thought that the writeup 
of the meeting, as given in the Free Press on the following day, was fair. 
This writeup indicated that a thousand persons attended the meeting and that 
DILLING had spoken about the sedition trial in Washington, in which she is 
a defmdant. The article further stated that SMITH had called for a Congres- 
sional investigation of this trial. 

SMITH is apparently still suspicious of I Bof Chicago, who 

has been in Detroit in recent weeks. In a discuss^n^f|^Hhwith SOUTHARD, 
the la tter expressed the opinion that,inview of the "HOfflANN deal, ■ that 
(had "pulle d," SOUTH ARD felt tha|( fc"* 8 either "an operative or a 
kid"; thafl iiad two bad connections in Chicago, one of them a 
mysterious fellowacross the street who has an office with no name on the 
door. 

■ pis apparently endeavoring to contact SMITH and transact some 
sort of business with him, but SMITH has advised LOHBECK "to make that fellow 



herring uM ft understand that it is no dice." SMITH does not think 
ibute^wu 



(referri _^^^^ 

^^H^cntribuTe'^^Fything to "the cause" by his actions with HOFMANN (referring 
^WoTgressmanCLARE^OFMANN of Michigan). LOHBECK in turn advised VOSE to be 

careful otM M since "something is wrong." 

SMITH endeavored unsuc^ea^^^^tocontact Senator REYNOLDS at Washington 
November 8 and 10. He sent bM fc wfao * s conn ected with the former's 

Grange in Washington, and an ffl^^wn^n^^^HB. out to see If former 
Executive of the Ford Motor Company*. An unidentified frienao^sHr^spoke to 
one of the officers of the Dearborn Independent (a small local newspaper for- 
merly reportedly owned by HEN R WORD), telling him that ROOSEVEXT was a Commu- 
nist and "We have got to do something," The man at the newspaper agreed and 
SMITE'S friend believed this individual was open to conviction and that SMITH 
should follow up the contact which had been made. 

On November 12, SMITH flew to Milwaukee from Detroit for some purpose 
'■■ .-.-. which was unknown to Informant, and returned to Detroit on November 13« Infor*- 

£.i£$gS Bant thought this might have been a purely personal visit since 3JITH had been 

; 'v$?^1 in contact with his mother recently and she lives in Wisconsin not far from 

$'■$»%. Milwaukee. 
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GERALD L. K. SMITE, was, 
THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY 



RVOfrTUAOIIY 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




Subject addresse4 meeting sponsored by 
. MRS. CATHERINE vN^ROWN and KRS. LILLIAN 
' ;\PARKS, offioere 'bi^atiqnal Blue Star 

Esthers of America at" Phil a.", 10-1-44. 

Approximately 1,000 persons in attendance. 

Meeting" was addressed by GEORGE VOSE and 

MRS. ELIZAB&TJi) DILLING. 




CHANACTIR OF CAM 

INTERNAL SECURITY - 
SECURITY MATTER; S 



EUC 



Report of Special Agent 
at Detroit. 



dated September 27, 1944 



DETAILS t 



The following report on the meeting addressed by the subject, held at 
Tumgemeinde Hall, Broad above Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvanija 
on October 1, 1944 » under the auspices of the officers of the National 
Blue Star Mothers of AlTERKA^MRS^CMHERTNEVJROJNjand MRS. LILLIAN . , 
PARKS, was furnished by M ff to this offioet }>'?j 



ORDER OF EVENTS 



^EEESKETVS 
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Called to order by MRS. ELIZABETH^PARKS, £004 Fl or ence Avenue/ Phila- 
delphia, Secretary of the National. Blue Star Mothers of America. She 
asked the audience to rise and repeat the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. 

Introductory remarks* by MRS. CATHERINEVEROVTCJ, 106 Main Street, Darby, Pa. 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 



First Speech by GERALD L. K. 3JITH. 
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PHILADELPHIA FILE jiOO-22780 

Collection for National Blue Star Mothers, asked for by MRS. CATHERINE 
BROTilN. 

Second speech by GERALD L. K. SUITS, who introduced RALH^BAERMAN sit- 
ting on the speakers platform; he however did not speak. Also introduc- 
ed two other speakers - Veteran GEORGE VOSB and MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING. 

Speech by GEORGE VOSE. 

Speech and songs by MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING. 

Third speech by GERALD L. K. SMITH, including the appeal for funds at 
conclusion of meeting. 

Audience led by GERALD L. K. &SITH in reciting the Lord's Prayer. 

Platform occupied left to righ^By GEORGE VOSE, RALPH BAERMAN, GERALD 
L. X. SMITH, MRS. GERALD L. Vcf\ SMITH, MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING, MRS. 
ELIZABETH PARKS and MRS. CATHERINE BROWN. 

Approximately 1000 men and women attended this meeting. 

MRS. PARKSt 

Mr. SMITH, ladies and gentlemen of the America First Party in Philadelphia 
and honored guests, it gives me pleasure to welcome you tonight to this 
meeting of real Americans held at a critical hour in the history of our 
nation. 

It also gives me pleasure to have such distinguished visitors as MR. 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, our fearless leader, and other members of his organ- 
isation on the same platform with me. I know that you are impatient to 
hear the message which he "brings to you toni^it, bo I will now present 
MRS. CATHERINE BROWN, head of the Blue Star Mothers in Philadelphia, who 
I am sure has a message you will -want to hear. MRS. BRO'iffN. 

MRS. BROWN* ■*•■■■ 



MRS. SMITH, honored guests, and members of the Anerica First Party. It 
'.■wvjtsj gives me great pleasure to welcome you to a meeting at which such distin- 
■^PSt' guished persons as those you see occupying the platform will be able to 

speak to you on the problems which confront the great nation at this time, 



This is an election year, a National election year, and after seeing the 
morass into which this country has been plunged by the Administration 
in Washington, I think you agree with me that the time is ripe for a 
change. 
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PHILADELPHIA FILE jfl 00-22780 

We cannot go on forever under the skullduggery and bungling of the Boose- 
velt Artwlnl at rat Ion which hat brought thia great Nation to the Terge of 
disaster. We cannot endure another four years of this kind of misgovern- 
ment without ruining this great Nation of ours. 

"What we need in this country today is a strong National ist Party in order 
to save us from the Communists and bureaucrats who have taken over the 
functions of our duly elected representatives, who want to govern by dir- 
ective and subject us to more and more regimentation. 

With the end of the war we want the end of rationing, not an extension 
of it. We want our boys to come home from this global war and not spend 
their time policing the world for the internationally minded bureaucrats 
in Washington to further their international plans. 

We want a strong America, a place for Americans and not such slimy scum 
as Communists and there is one man who if elected will give us that kind 
of an America which we want and which our forefathers intended when they 
drew up our form of government which is now being so severely mistreated 
by thoae in power. 

It now gives me a great pleasure to introduce the nert President of the 
United States, the Honorable GERALD L. K. SMITH. 

GERALD L. K. SJITHt 

Ladies and gentlemen of the America First Party in Philadelphia, it always 
gives me great pleasure to greet such a loyal group of America Firstera 
as we have in Philadelphia and you certainly show your enthusiasm by the 
site of the crowd which has turned out tonight. 

Your group is typioal of Amerioa First groups all over the Nation which 
I have been addressing recently. You are fired with enthusiasm and a 
never say die spirit which will lead us to the formation of a nationalist 
party which will sweep all before it and the tidal wave will engulf the 
Nation. We are going to win and we will win, no matter what obstacles 

we have to overcome and how much we are laughed at and derided. 

i 

I stand before you tonight as the candidate for President of the America 
First Party. You know we had a convention not long ago and there were 
a lot of good Amerioa Firsters there from all over the country. They came 
from the North, the South, the East and West, but they were all loyal 

members of the America First Party. 

T hey stand for the ideals of the party. They are nationalists and they 
will never stop being nationalists as long as they have a breath in their 
body. First of all I want to report to you about the convention than 1 
have some other things to tell you. 
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Than, there are tome people on thle platform, all good Amerioa Firsters, 
some of whom will speak to you, I then have another message for you re- 
garding the state of the party throughout the Nation and I expect to 
tell you one of the most sensational stories which I think I hare ever 
heard* t 

This story has never been told "before and I em telling to to you for the 
first time tonight. In my opinion it is so sensational that it should 
have a far-reaching effect on the political campaipi and go * long way 
toward ridding us of an Administration whioh has lead us into all kinds 
of entanglements with its international policy, piled up an ever in- 
creasing debt, used all kinds of skullduggery to stay in power, now poses 
as indispensable, to the peace and welfare of the country, and crowns ^ 

it's misrule by having Republican nominee, THWAS E^DEliiEY, cover it up. £: 



I accepted the nomination for President on the America First ticket, 
fully realising it would mean a trip to the cross. It means crucifixion. 
I know that I will be hounded and assaulted from all sides by such scandal 
mongers and charaoter assinators as the "inchells and Pearson*. 

I know all this but in spite of it I accepted. It might even lead to my 
assassination for there are forces In this country which would stop at 
nothing to get GERALD L. X. SMITH out of the way. I stood within six 
feet of Senator EDEY LQtfG, when he was shot down by an assassin in Louis- 
iana. But if I fall in a pool of my own blood I know that I have done 
my duty to my country and a thousand others will spring up to carry on 
the work of the America First Party. 

Remember friends, Christ did not become mayor of Jerusalem and St, Paul 
did not become mayor of ^ome. Ait these men carried on their work des- 
pite the jeers and sneers of the populace and they have won eternal fame. 
We America Firsters, who are fighting for a great heritage are now being 
abused and derided by people such as the Communists and New Dealers in 
Washington and I am proud of the fact. 

There is no middle of the road policy today. Either you are for America 
First or for the enemies of this great country who are trying to Bpoil 
the heritage left to us and seeking to become internationalists under 
the leadership of Roosevelt. 



a$?j These debauchers have spent our money recklessly with lend-lease to any 

l:&t\ foreign power, saddled us with terrific debt and high taxes and now our 

boys are intended by them to take up the policing of the world after 
t the war is won. I say bring our boys home, give them back their jobs, 

mind our own business and don't be concerned with what is going on all 

over the world. 
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Now I want to ask you & question, and before I do it, with all due res- 
pect to MRS. HRQWN and not to make you think that I take her remarks face- 
tiously, I do not think it is possible that I will be elected President 
this year* But, we have laid the groundwork for a powerful Nationalist 
Party in 1948 and we are going to win then. I don't know who the candi- 
date will be, but whoever it is he will go to the White House and I mean 
the White House not a place having a red or pink tinge. 

The question I wanted to ask you is* How many people know the name of 
the first candidate for President of the Republican Party T (several 
hands were raised - no one answered). Well, I see a lot of you ex- 
Republicans who are now America Firsters did not study up on the history 
of your ex-Party. Well, I will tell you. It was JOHN FRSHiAIT. It was 
JOHN FREEMAN and he laid the groundwork in l8£6 for the success of Abraham 
Lincoln in i860. Such things are not achieved in a short time, but with 
-*» the servicemen returning - and all of them will be i^nerican Firsters after 

their experiences, we will sweep the Nation. 

"",■ Now let me tell you about our convention and our platform. It is con- 

~ tained in the beautiful printed form which I hold in my hand. It contains 

the forty points in our platform, also the seal of the party which I want 
to explain to you. It is on the last page. The flag symbolized American 
Nationalism. The cross symbolizes Christian principle, the vignette is 
a picture of George Washington, the first great America First President, 
and the mascot is the ^nerican Bison. You know we selected a distinctly 
American animal for a mascot; they have tried to destroy the bison but 
he has survived in spite of their efforts just as we will. 

We also took the bison because we don't want to be like the Republicans 
who adopted an African elephant, or the Democrats who adopted a European 
jackass. 

(At this point MRS. DILLING passed a note to MRS. GERALD L, K. SMITH, who 
^ read it and then passed it to her husband. MRS. PARKS left the stage and 

went into the audience and questioned a man who was using a stenotype 
machine, "What are you, what paper do you represent? B She received no 
^ answer and continued, "You don't know who you represent but you are taking 

notes on a stenotype machine. Well, now that's something, I guess you 
had better leave the hall.") 



g.J Nowwait a minute young man. If you don't know who you work for, I might 

say that is strange. Representatives of the press are welcome here. 
I have found reporters to be generally good fellows. They do not control 
the editorial columns or the way news must be written in some papers. 
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They have\o work for a living and do the best they can. I don't care 
what paper you work for. It oan be the Record, the Inquirer, the Daily 
Worker, theyjB'Nai Brith New* or any paper to long as you show your press 
card you are welcome here, but if you don't know who you are working 
for close your machine, I'll tell you what, you may stay as our guest. 
It's all settled now, he stays. When he didn't know who he was working 
for, he is probably telling the truth. His boss just told his: to come 
up here and make a stenographic report of the meeting. But I'll bet 
that a little investigation would disclose the fact that you are working 
for the B'Nai Brith or the anti -defamation society. It's all settled 
now, you may stay as our guest. 

How I want to turn the meeting over to MRS. BROWN for a few minutes. 
You know money must be raised to pay for the rent of the hall and to carry 
on the fine work of the Blue Star Mothers in Philadelphia. I want to tell 
you that every cent which is put in the collection baskets, which the 
. _ _ ushers will pass, goes to the Blue Star Mothers, not one cent to GERALD 

'. . .7",..''. !■• &• S&ITH. After that I will be back to introduce some of the important 

people on the platform who I know you want to hear and then I will give 
■ : ;vV- /.-.v. you some more facts and sensational news. MRS, ERQWN. 

■J-:^j MRS. BROWNt 

This is an unpleasant duty but it has to bedone. Funds are required to 
t.^ .* carry on our work and we never receive any large amounts of money. The 

>r '■'■; cost of renting the hall and bringing such speakers as MR« SMITH to 

J;.. ^ £ Philadelphia costs money and we also have siteable printing bills. With 

P-%^* all the good work we have been doing we have never received a contribution 

through the mail as large as five dollars, so we are asking you to give 
as much as you can to help us carry on our fight against an enemy who 

- seems to be well supplied with .cash. (Collection taken). 

I-- - - 

':-.- ; GERALD L. X. SilTHs 



I believe the top interest of every loyal American is in the fate which 
will befall our sons and daughters when they return from this terrible 
war. At the present time, pensions are inadequate and refugees are 
taking the jobs. You see this disabled soldier sitting on the platform. 
* \ Well the government gives him a miserable thirty four dollars a month 

for being disabled in the leg. When he first returned to civilian life 
what do you think happened to himt He had a friend who secured a job 
S$ili for k** 1 with a big concern. His injured leg, however, required the use 

'''Miff of a crutch most of the time to permit him to get around. Now, what do 

■V"fc;££- y° u think his friend said to him a few days after he was working? He 

said, will you please get rid of that crutch and don't be seen around 
..•>' here using it, you know this company isn't permitted to hire people unless 

■"■:•"; they are in good physical condition. 
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I ask you, ii this the sort of thing that if going to happen to our re- 
turning servicemen? Our bureaucrats and internationally minded upstarts 
in Washington can give away billions of dollars to foreign nations under 
the pretext of lend lease or what have you, but they do nothing to pre- 
vent such conditions at home. 

The other day MR. EAR}/#ROnDER, that ex- jail bird who was released by Pres- 
idential pardon, addressed a big meeting in Hew York. These termites who 
have penetrated into the very core of our Government and tell Roosevelt 
what to do, now see a real opportunity for taking over our Government I 
tell you the real battle in the next four years is going to be between 
them and their Jewish masters and we people of *merica First. It is going 
to be a real fight and we won't lose. 

Think of it, people of the ilk of Browder and Hillman back Roosevelt for 
re-election to a fourth term, and Mr. Dewey stumbling around and not ac- 
cepting the support of the America First Party, the only people who have 
the real welfare of the United States at heart. 

I am going to tell you something now which seems almost Impossible, we 
have been so duped and mislead by the publicity of hocus-pocus put out 
by the Communistic bureaucrats and so confused by the veil of censorship 
that we do not know what is going on abroad. Things which are common 
knowledge in other countries are not known here. Britain knows more than 
we do about the war and someday the veil of censorship will be lifted 
and I predict that a tidal wave of nationalist sentiment will sweep the 
country taking all before it and put the -America First party in power. 

Right now, I make this statement and no one comes forth to deny it. Wniwm 
Chiang Kai-Shek is a fugitive in exile, the Chinese have been beaten by 
the Japanese, and the Anerican Air Force in China is beaten. We are not 
told these things. We are only given the good news by the people who led 
us into this war. 

I want a showdown now before election. I want to know what Mr. Churchill 
and ^r. Roosevelt discussed on that Atlantic Ocean meeting when the At- 
lantic Charter was spawned. Ylhat did they decide to do, and then refuse 
to tell the people. Strange isn't it that after Pearl Harbor when we 
declared war on Germany, l£r. Churchill should say, "Thank God for this. 
This is what I have been working and praying for for months". And while 
they are explaining that bit of skull duggery away they might as well 
tell us what they decided at Teheran» Three men sit down and make commit- 
ments involving millions of people and we are supposed to follow them 
blindly into an international policy in which Churchill is looking out 
for England and Stalin is looking out for Russia and I am sure all 
America can get out of it is the honor of paying the bill and sacrificing 
our sons and daughters. 
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We have been led into an awful mess but we cannot continue to follow such 
leadership for the next four years or we will be regimented by the Hill- 
man 1 s and others until we cannot draw a free breath of air* 

While this censorship is going on abroad, we loyal America Firsters are 
also subjected to persecution and falkein formation right here^-at home. 
Such people as Walter 'finch ell, DrejjrPearson and that man Ro^jCarlson, 
author of 1 . "Undercover* have been sent out subsidised by the Jews, Hew 
Dealers, and bureaucrats to smear everyone opposed to them. 

By the way, that book "Undercover* which was such a sensation, has now 
deteriorated to the point where they will soon be giving it away to try 
to get people to read it. Think of it, a man like Carlson trying to smear 
such good Americans as Father Coughlin, Burton TOieeler and Gerald Nye. 

The newspapers are also in this conspiracy* You know who owns most of 
the newspapers, I don't need to tell you. (Rubbed his nose and the 
audience howled). Well, they don't mind giving out some false informa- 
tion to cause us trouble. But, I -caution you now, don*t believe what 
you read in the papers. If we say we are going to have a meeting at a 
certain place and a certain time, you be there. We will have the meet- 
ing. 

Let me tell you a story about the Stevens Hotel in Chicago during the 
Republican Convention. We had made arrangements for a meeting in the 
ballroom at a certain time, but on that day when I went over I found a 
Bricker for President headquarters in one section of the ballroom which ' 
had been closed off. Kind you, we had paid the rent for the rooms but 
were shut out. 

Well, I told two of my workers to go over to the Bricker headquarters 
and offer to go to work passing out literature, buttons, shaking hands, 
talking to people or doing whatever they wanted them to do. They went 
over and the man in charge put them to work. They were covered with 
Bricker buttons, and since the room became stuffy and hot they asked 
the man in charge to open the doors to get better vent il at ion • 

Well, the trick worked and we now had the ballroom complete, but a har- 
monica band moved in and started to play all afternoon. Well, the 
America Firsters who knew the meeting was going to be held were moving 
into the hall. These people knew we could hold the meeting so they were 
there. 

Finally, I jumped on a chair and warned the band leader that he had better 
stop in two minutes if he hoped to get out with whole instruments and 
whole hide. Our enemies rushed out and called in ^he crews of about 
eight squad cars and the Police came rushing in with Tommy guns. But, 
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we had them fooled again, and they realized it, A lot of America Firsters 
had put on ^ricker and Dewey badge* and they knew if they fired a shot 
they would kill anybody so the Police Inspector intervened, yelled at the 
men not to shoot, and told the band leader to get out with his band be- 
fore a riot started. 

The Police called in to throw us out, threw out the band and the meet- 
ing got under way. And I must say in justioe to the Manager of the 
Stevens Hotel that he came up on the platform and apoligized for what 
had happened and said he hoped we would understand that the hotel man- 
agement was caught between two fires and was not responsible. Thank 
"<;;*£ God a few such people still exist in this country. 

These people will stop at nothing, and to further demonstrate to you what 
I mean, I want to tell you about an incident which happened in Hew York 
the other day. I had a press conferenoe and I must say in justice to 
'^'y.-C:'.;-. the average newspaperman who works for a living they are not bad fellows. 

■'■■■. ■,':■-■;;■ They have to do what they are told to do, so I do not hold them respon- 

'■.■^2'rPi sible for what appears in the papers. It is their master who will be 

called to account* 



j -.; t Hell. I had this press conference and a man came in after it started and 

ff..'"^ sat on a window sill. Finally he asked a question and I looked over. 

It was Boy Carlson, the author of "Under o over*. I said I will not honor 
J that question from a slimy creature like you, walked over, grabbed him 

by the arm, pulled him from the window sill, grabbed him by the back of 

the neck and the seat of the pants and threw him out of the meeting. 

Now, I guess you will believe me when I tell you I am in good physical 

shape. 

Think of it, a man who has tried to smear good Americans coming in and 
asking a question after we have been hounded by the New Deal Gestapo, 
put over the barrel and through the wringer by such agencies as Internal 
| Revenue, FBI, OGPU and all the other alphabetical bums that they have 

t ■ set up to protect them and perpetuate them in power. 

I tell you that I am not anti- Semitic, anti- Catholic, anti-Methodist, 
' I anti -Temperance, or anti-anything, I am for America First. These agen- 

■?$$% cies and such men as Winchell, Carlson, or Pearson do more to stir up 

'}$$ anti -semi tic feeling in an hour than I have done in my entire life and 

5§;%: if they keep it up they will pay the penalty for it, I promise them 

V J that, and I know what I am talking about. 

■;.:>; But now, I have some other people here on the platform that I want to 

introduce to you. They are all good America Firsters and are in the 
forefront of this fight to save America and the American tradition. 
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First, I want to introduce MR. RALPH RAERMAN of Washington, He is an 
author and writer and supervises the putting out of many of the pamphlets 
which you receive which keep you informed regularly of the progress being 
made by our organization* 

(BAEEMAK got up and took a bow, but said nothing). 



Now, I have to present a veteran of this war, GEORGE YOSE, who is travel- 
ing with me for the first time. He is looking the ground over and getting 
acquainted. You will hear a lot more from him in the months to come. He 
Is going to organise the veterans of this war Into America First groups 
and I tell you that they will all want to join after what they have ex- 
-7*5^ perienoed at the heads of our globalminded bureaucrats and President in 

>\J ; *rE Washington. . . 

'&■£-■' '■j-~ 

This soldier has an Honorable Discharge and character references from two 
of his Commanding Offioers. I have them in my files where they will stay 
^._ rT ^,^ until it is necessary to produce them. He will shortly be a target for 

■ ■".■;. all kinds of oharacter assassinations but this man is not afraid. He 
; '-vH'V' : v-' stood up under persecution in the Army and he will stand up in the cause 

'.■■£' of America First. It now gives me great pleasure to present GEORGE VOSE, 

■.■■■ : ,i'::;;.^- a disabled veteran of the present war. (SMITH mentioned that the injury 

, for which VOSE was given a disability discharge was cuased in a training 

* accident in this country). 

I r 

/* GEORGE VOSE who being in the uniform of an American soldier, then took 

V the platform. MR. SKITH, honored guests and members of the America First 

Party in Philadelphia, I am a veteran of this war, an honorably discharged 
- r ; veteran who served more than two years in the United States Army, and 

who was injured while on maneuvers. I spent a lot of time in the Battle 
c reek Military Hospital and while I was there I came in contact with many 
- -- i. men who had served overseas and saw sights that would make the blood of 

■ ■- & you fathers, and mothers of men in the service freeze in your veins. 

My home is in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and when I got home, I decided to 
dedicate my life to organizing the veterans of the war who are return- 
ing home for the cause of the America First party. I realize the great 
fight that is being made by MR. SMITH for the Nationalist cause in this 
country and I earnestly believe that every returning American soldier, 

: _ w when he finds out what the Ajno r i Ca First party stands for, will join its 

f ' ranks without hesitation. 

■S§?^ll E° Conmunists or inspired Communist groups holds any terrors for me. As 

0?$E MR* SMITH said, if I am killed while performing what I believe to be my 

■' VV !:'v sacred duty, I will consider my life to have been sacrificed in a great 

J. ■.■'■'' cause and I feel sure that others will spring up immediately to carry on 

the work which I have started. 
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I am not a speaker of the calibre of GERALD ~&!ITH, but in my own nay I 
■will attempt to tell you and bring home to you~*the problems which are 
faced by returning servicemen and what my plans are for organizing them 
into a group that oan successfully combat any attempts which may be made 
to take advantage of them as was done after the last war, 

I know what that was. My half brother was a veteran of the first world 
war, and he, with thousands of others, returned home to find they could 
not get their old jobs back. A hey walked the streets and nothing was done 
for them. This time it is going to be different, Organised under the 
banner of the America First Party, we will keep this country for Amerj-cemB. 

I say put up the bars, and keep out these refugees right now. Twenty 
million of them are pounding at the ^.tes waiting for an opportunity to 
enter this country and a lot have gotten in already and taken our jobs, 
I say send these refugees back where they came from and Americanise the 
people we have in our slums now. The veterans organized under -America 
First will see that boa^s are furnished to 6end them back where they 
came from and then our boys can have the jobs which they are now occupying. 

While in the Hospital I saw signs which would make you mothers and fathers 
of service men unable to steep at night. Men returning from this global 
war with both eyes out, minus arms and legs and generally shot to pieces. 
Take my own case, I was injured on maneuvers and can now scarcely stand 
on my left leg. VJhat did the Government do for me? They gave me a pen- 
sion of 13^.00 a month, less than the fifty dollars they paid me for an 
opportunity to get injured, 

I want the returning serviceman organized so that such things are im- 
possible and the disabled men are paid pensions in the right proportion 
to their injuries and I also want the government to pay pensions to you 
mothers and fathers who have been deprived of the support and financial 
help which your sons or daughters would have given if they had not been 
dragged out to fight this terrible war. 

They have a law in Michigan which pays a small pension to old people. 
I came in contact with a horrible case while I was in the Hospital, A 
soldier, blinded in both eyes, called me to his bedside one day while 
I was walking through the ward and told me a horrible story. He had 
made an allotment of &22.50 to his parents, most of which came out of 
his pay. This was reported by the Federal Government and the Michigan 
authorities immediately cut off the pension to his parents. 

They have money to send lend lease to Russia and Great Britain and can 
do anything else in this country that they want to do but this had to 
happen and as God is my judge, I am going to see that it is stopped and 
laws are passed which will prevent such actions against returning servicemen. 
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Tou should see those men in the Hospitals, terrible physical wrecks, which 
•were once the flower of our young manhood. wrecked absolutely wrecked. 
And for what I ask you, to further the international plans of our Bureau- 
crats in Washington who care nothing for the wounds, suffering, and death 
which they have caused all over this nation. 

Now, look at what happened after the last war. The soldiers came home, 
couldn't get their jobs back, and the misery, and suffering was intense. 
The Government which had sent them abroad to fight did nothing to relieve 
the conditions. What happened? A group finally went to Washington to 
demand a bonus and what did they get? 

Well you know, my half-brother went through it and I'll tell you. They 
were handled like cattle and thrown out of Washington by regular Army 
troops. They were driven with bayonets, stabbed in their backs, their 
wives and children were gassed and the few that had automobiles saw them 
burned right before their eyes. Is this the kind of treatment for vet- 
erans I ask you. It certainly isn't, and it won't happen again if the 
veterans organize on the principles of the -America First platform. 

I have been traveling around this country a lot, and with my uniform it 
is possible for me to visit canteens and other plaoes where servicemen 
congregate. I talked to them and I tell you everyone of them is ready 
to join the America First Party, for it stands for the principles which 
these men want to see enforced in the United States. They all say, let 
the British look out for the British, and the Russians look out for the 
Russians, we will look out for the United States. That is the kind of 
a Nationalist spirit the servicemen have and they don't want to be 
spending their time policing the world after this war is over. hey want 
to get home and form a Nationalist ^arty. 

There is the man who will lead us to victory in 19*8. (Points to ailTH). 
He stands for everything we want, and the platform of the Amerioa First 
Party is the platform of every returning serviceman. 

Let me tell you about a few things that have happened while I have been 
traveling around the country, I was on a bus near Lima, Ohio, and some 
foreigner asked me where I was going. I told him home and he said it was 
too bad soldiers had to travel so muoh since conditions were so bad. In 
Russia, they wouldn't let them do it, he added. I told him if he liked 
Russia so well why didn't he stay there or go back now. He said he would 
stay here and this country would eventually be like Russia. All they need 
here, he added, is to get rid of these Priests and Ministers and this coun- 
try would be all right. Think of it, get rid of the Priests and Ministers, 
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why those ungodly Communists would do anything to wreck our way of ^nerioan 
life and accomplish their foul purpose!. 

I met another sad case near my home town. A soldier was hitch-hiking and 
I offered him a lift- I asked him where he was going, and he said to see 
his mother in a small town in Massachusetts, I said he was a long way 
from home and he said he had come from California, He then told me his 
story, and I am going to repeat it to you. He was back from overseas 
after two years abroad. He was in Camp in California and was going to be 
snipped out again. One day his Commanding Officer called him in and told 
him that under the circumstanoes he could have a 15 day furlough. 

What can I do, he asked the Officer. I want to see my mother but I have 
only sixty cents, "^at did the Officer say? Well, I'll tell you. He said 
that's not my problem, do you want the 15 day furlough or don't youf Well, 
the soldier took the furlough and started to hitch-hike to Massachusetts 
for what might well be the last time he would see his mother, I tell you, 
when men in the service are treated this way, they begin to realise what 
is being done to them by a government which has no interest in their per- 
sonal welfare, J-ney realise what the principles of the ■America First Party 
mean to them and they want to join immediately. 

Now, getting back to my case. The United States Army knew that I was an 
•America First Party member and I was hounded all the time I was in the 
service. They did everything to me that could possibly be done to maka • 
my life miserable, Why, they even wanted to give me a dishonorable dis- 
charge. But truth and justice prevailed and my friends took care of me 
and forced them to abandon such tactics, I have an honorable discharge 
and two letters from my Commanders testifying to my character, honesty, 
and integrity. They are in Mr. SMITH'S files and he will show them to 
anyone who wants to see them. 

I could go on all evening telling you such stories of the treatment of 
soldiers under this system of government which we have in Washington and 
I tell you it is time for a change; that is why I say America First, last, 
and always, 

(Vose saluted the audience with a military salute as he stepped to the 
microphone, reached several high pitches of emotion and threw them a kiss 
as he finished). The audience gave him a tremendous applause. 

GERALD L, K. SMITHt 

Now we have an outstanding woman with us tonight whom I know you will be 
anxious to hear* She is MRS. DILLING, the author o5-^Red Network". She 
has been indicted for her activities and has been sitting in Washington 
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for the past six month! while the government Agencies of the Hew Deal have • 
been trying to make out a case against her. To date, they hare done noth- 
ing and the case it dragging on. She will tell you tome of the thinga that 
happened and how ihe is helping some of these unfortunate little people who 
have bean hounded and persecuted for daring to raise their voices against 
the bureaucrats. 



'"'"/ 



I know you are in a hurry to hear MRS, DIIiING, but I must tell the story 
of the eight Ohio farmers which no newspaper in the country wants to pub- 
lish. These eight farmers wanted some machinery which was badly needed to 
harvest a corn crop. 

They went to a country fair near Selima, Ohio, and Representative CLARE 
^SOFFIUH, who will have no part of the New Deal shenanigans, was there with 
/ an English farm machinery catalogue offering for sale all kinds of machin- 
ery which you can't get in this country without an OK from the triple A. 
or some other government agency which is supposed to keep the farmer vote 
in line. 

Well, these farmers wanted a corn picker and in a disgusted frame of mind 
went to the machinery dealer. He had one standing in a store but told 
them they would have to fill out a multitude of forms and get a priority 
before they could have the machine. 

These farmers were really mad, they asked him how much the machine cost and 
he said $8^0. The farmers laid down the ca3h and took the machine out of 
the place. Mind you, the machine was standing there and they needed it 
to harvest a crop for the war effort, and the civilians could have gotten 
the same machine in England according to the catalogue. I guess they made 
it in England from lend-lease steel which is denied our manufacturers and 
sent abroad. 







Well, when the bureaucrats heard of this they sent a smart young lawyer 
out there and had the eigit farmers arrested. The bail was set at $20,000 
apiece, $1 60,000 for this offense against the bureaucrats, '^'he farmers 
were trundled off to jail, but the America Firsters in Ohio got busy and 
in .10 hours the cash bail was on the line and the farmers were back home. 

They were tried and the case should have attracted National attention, but 
no, the newspapers and radio under the thumb of the New Dealers and the 
bureaucrats, afraid of invoking their wrath, gave it nothing. The Judge 
after they were convicted, realised that it would be wrong to put eight 
farmers in jail at this critical time, sentenced them to a year, then 
put them on probation. This I tell you is the kind of thing that is going 
on in this country right under your very noses and if it were not for that 
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man described as a rabble rouser and leader of the lunatic f ringe, . GERALD 
L. K. SKITH, you would know nothing about it. 

But now I want to present to you a woman who is a leader in our fight and 
who I believe knows more about Communists than any other woman in the United 
States, MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING. 

MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING* 

Good evening you Philadelphians who are such loyal believers in the program 
of America First. It is a pleasure to appear on the same platform with 
our leader, MR. GERALD L, K. SXITH and others connected with hia work. 

I am one of those terrible people that have been indicted and am now being 
tried in Washington for trying to keep this country out of the clutches 
of the Jews and Communists who have permeated the Hew Deal. But I want to 
report they are not getting very far for the trial is a faroe. The govern- 
ment prosecutor has been stumbling around for six months while we sit on 
benches day after day listening to him, trying to make out a case and he 
hasn't been able to do anything yet. 

The trial is a disgrace to American justice for they have picked on a lot 
of small people who are poor and have no money to defend themselves. Before 
I am done, I will tell you how you can do something to help them and I have 
spent more than 1150,000 of my own money just seeing that they have enough 
to eat while they are being forced to sit and listen to this travesty on 
Justice. 

I didn't realiie what was going on at first when a lot of them were brought 
into the Court room the first few days. Then I started to talk to them and 
they were not being properly fed and were being ill-treated. And do you 
know by whom? Well, they were being persecuted by Government agencies who 
pose as Investigators and those other people who are their masters* 

I have a song here which will describe who I mean. (She then sang a song 
to the tune of the Marine Hymn "The Halls of Monteiuma" but it was worded 
about a Jewish refugee from Europe who landed in this country and was im- 
mediately fed on the fat of the land). 

Think of it, these people are allowed to come here, take our jobs, attsmpt 
to overthrow our form of government and do just as they please while our 
boys must go abroad to further the sins of our internationally minded people 
in Washington and beat down people all over the world who are only trying 
to look out for themselves and protect themselves from the horrors which 
the Communists will bring to their country. 
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jg|pg§ . This trial is a farce. The Judge sits there (works her face like someone 



,^ "-J--/*. .><;*♦• t — — ' — w — — ■ ■ — " — — — — -— — — -_•» v— -^« v 

l^-'l'.'"" i\ chewing and listens to the government trying to make out a case). Every- 

j time something is questioned, the answer is always the same* He bangs 

jf his gavel, (thumps her fist on the desk), evidence admitted. With all the 

#/ help they are getting, they oan't do anything after six months. 



(Then sang a song to the tune of "Three Blind Uice% 

_:_ Now I have copies of a speech by Senator LANGER which I want you all to read. 

I will be selling these after the meeting and any contribution you make will 
be used to help these poor unfortunate people who are being tried and per- 
secuted in Washington. 

_:.-_ Thank you* all for turning out tonight and I know that under the leadership 

JZr^i of such a man as GERALD L. I. SMITH, our cause will triumph, maybe not 

.■>/;?■ this fall, but we will carry the fight in and Bweep the nation in 1948, 

&&■■};•$ Thank you. 

'-^' r: ^ GERALD L. K. SMITH* 

"Tr* Well, now you have heard from two people who certainly know what is taking 

;v ; : place in this great country of ours. I suppose ypu will want to hear them 

again and you will most certainly have the opportunity in the near future. 
:>;;;■ You will have a chance to hear MR, VOSE deliver a long speech and tell 

you more about what the returning veterans in this war face. 



By the way, I want to tell you what happened to my son. You know he was a 
handsome six-footer with six years of military training in military school. 
Well, he was in the Army and was supposed to go to Officers' school when 
the arch enemy of all American Firsters, Walter "inchell, got upon the radio 
and said this boy is the son of that despicable man, GERALD L. K. 3JITH *o 
stomped on an American flag. That rag I stomped on was an international 
thing devised by the Jews and Communists as a world flag to fly over our 
Stars and Stripes. Well, the Army got busy and he was put at the lowest 
job in the Army, leading a pack mule. But he is a real soldier, he never 
complained. • He was placed on a transport, we didn't know where he was 
and started overseas. The transport was torpedoed and he floated around 
in the water for hours. He was finally rescued and reached India. But 
despite all their attempts to keep him down, he is going to be one of the 
great heroes of this war for he got to Burma as one of Merrill's Marauders. 
This was a suicide assipiment for 3,000 men. They volunteered and my boy 
was one of the volunteers. 
- * 

&¥#&$ They searched the entire armed forces for these men, for they had to be 

:"f$f^ absolutely perfect physical specimens. Perfect teeth, perfect heart action, 

a ■■-&■$ and a11 that 6 oes ***** a military physical examination. Well, my boy was 

fy'-'-'f^ chosen and of his group of three hundred, two hundred were killed and the- 

:;■'>■ other hundred had to be hospitalised to a man. Ky son was wounded in the 

■■■h*. -i6- 



6"@© 



o 



> 



f :#^ 



} 



;■" ''V-^'l'i 




PHILADELPHIA FILE ffl 00-22780 

hip and is now in a hospital. Think of it, fighting in the jungles and 
swamps of Burma, exposed to malaria and all those tropical fevers for -what. 
To further the aimB of a group of internationally minded bureaucrats in 
Washington who are hungry for world domination. A group which permitted 
the shipping of scrap iron and oil to Japan until just a short time before 
Pearl Harbor. 
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Think of it, junk men, and you know who they are, shipping sorap iron and 
oil with the blessing of those renegades in Washington, so my son could be 
wounded in the hip with a chunk of bis grandmother's tea kettle. 

These things are going to be stopped and those people called to account and 
the veterans of this war organized along with the loyal America firstert 
will put an end to it when they come home. How many veterans of the last 
war are here tonightt Let's see your hands. Well, you know what they did 
for you and it is not going to happen again. 

Something ia wrong with this country when a man has to come from a certain 
group of people, or from a certain section of the country to be elected 
President. I don't care if a man comes from the North, or South, East, 
Middlewest, or Facific Coast, so long as he has the principles of America 
First in his heart, let him be the leader of this great people. 

Here you have two candidates of the Republicans and Democrats, both come 
from Duchess County, New York. One has a big estate, the other not so 
big. One is a little man with a big dog and the other is a big man with 
a little dog. The big man with the little dog will resort to any skull 
duggery to achieve a fourth term and the little man with the big dog has 
the effrontery to oome before the voters and attempt to cover up his 
opponent's skull duggery. 

I want to know what happened at the Church ill -Roosevelt conference on the 
Atlantic Ocean. It has been kept away from the people of this nation and 
it is time to know before election. I want a full report of what happened 
at Pearl Harbor when our ships were lined up for the Japs like ducks on a 
pond and our boys were shot like fish in a barrel. 

Think of it, God only knows how many ships were sunk and 3000 boys killed 
and no one of the public knows the truth today. Reports from Australia 
tell us we were warned that the Japs were approaching five days ahead of 
time, but Mr. Roosevelt never took the trouble to warn Kimmel and Short. 
We were also told that our ships were firing on the Japs several days in 
advance, still no one knew it at Pearl Harbor. 
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Ttiat kind of skull duggery was this, it is time we all knew. Why don't 
they court martial Kimmel and Shortt They both aay they would welcome 
it and if they are guilty punish them instead of having them sit around 
paying them on a pension which is costing you and I and every other tax 
payer money. I'll tell you why they don't. They are afraid to bringit 
to light for the whole country, for the whole dirty mess will cause a lot 
of feeling in this country and everyone will become an American Fireter. 

The time to air this is right now before election, when the people, the 
•voters, will have a chance to make their decision, not later when we will 
have to endure four more years of this kind of misrule. Think of it, such 
expenses saddled on the taxpayers along with the costs of guarding Mr. 
Roosevelt's estate in Duchess County and that guard is a regular military 
establishment maintained at heavy cost to the taxpayers. But that isn't 
the only thing I want to tell you about tonight. I am opposed to all these 
conferences, such as Teheran and Dumbarton Oaks, Aere the public is ex- 
cluded and agreements are made about which we know nothing. I would be v: 
satisfied if representatives of the press would be admitted. Then we 
would feel that at least we were getting to know something, but even they 
are barred. 




\ 






Tou have heard of the conference at Dumbarton Oaks. Well, I heard of it 
too and was heartily sick of such business and covering up as was going 
on in Ifaehington. Secretary Bull, conferring with Mr, John Foster Dulles, 
a representative of Governor Dewey. That is what I am tailing about when 
I tell you one party covers up the skull duggery of the other. 

Well, I decided to go to Washington to find out what was going on at 
Dumbarton Oaks. So I went down and called Secretary Hull and as the Pres- 
idential candidate of the America First Party asked what was going on. 
I could not get an appointment with Hull but was asked if Breckinridge 
Long, his assistant, would do. I said yes, he would do. 

Well, I had a meeting with him at which I presented several questions and 
proposals but he told me that the meeting was a closed one and no one 
could be admitted. So I went out to Dumbarton Oaks, got out of the car in 
which I was riding and started up toward the building. 

A soldier stopped me and told me I could go no further. I asked him after 
telling him who I was, what he would do if I insisted upon going up and 
knocking on the door. Well, if you insist upon going further without the 
proper credentials and you don t have them, he added, I guess I will have 
to shoot you. 

Then, I asked if it were possible to send in a message to M r. Stettinus, 
it was very important, and I had propounded some questions which were 
written on a paper. He said no. If anything like that were done it would 
have to be taken to the State Department down town. By this time, some 
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other soldiers had gathered, including a Corporal, a sergeant, a Captain 
and a Major* 

About this time a oar drew up and some flunky got out wearing a big badge 
which gave him the run of the grounds. He came up the walk and I called 
hire aside. I told him I had an important message for Mr. Stettinius and 
asked him if he would take it in to him. Sure, give it to me he replied, 
took it out of my hand and hurried off up the walk. 

The soldiers were wide in astonishment, so I decided now was the time to 
get some real information. I turned to the sentry and asked him if a U. 
S, Senator came down here and demanded admittance what would he do, if he 
didn t t have the proper credentials. The soldier answered, I wouldn't let 
him pass. Suppose he insisted on going in, I asked. Then I guess I would 
have to shoot him, the soldier replied. 

Think of it, think of it, do you realize what that meant. A man holding 
the highest elective Representative power of the cititens of this country 
would be shot if he attempted to find out what was going on at this con- 
ference which makes decisions that vitally affect the lives of every citizen 
of this country. And at whose orders, the bureaucrats who have usurped 
every power that they can. 

Well, I decided this was a good place to make a speech and I told those 
soldiers and officers just what was going on and no one opened his mouth. 
They just listened and something tells me that some day when this war is 
over and those men come back to civilian life, you will find everyone of 
them enrolled in the ranks of the America First Party. 

1 could go on all night telling you stories such as those I have been 
telling you about Pearl Harbor and Dumbarton Oaks. You could have a re- 
cess at midnight for a smoke and I could go on till morning but I am 
going to tell you a story which reaches an all-time high for double • s 

dealing and needs a lot of explanation from "ashington. This is the story / 
of TYLE^NKENT, a young man employed in the diplomatic corps in London. /' • 

His father^was a career diplomat and is now dead. He was not a rich man 
and his mother resides on a small estate in Virginia. What I am telling 
you is common knowledge in England, but the veil of censorship has kept 
our people in ignorance. t ' 

A Captain Ramsey, a member of Parliament, stood up and discussed the matter 
shortly after it happened and do you know what happened to him. He was 
imprisoned and only released a few days ago. He was jailed by the same 
powers that imprisoned KENT and waa never tried until popular opinion in 
England forced his release. 
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Well, this young man hold a position in the American Embassy and his job 
was to deoode messages which traveled baok and forth between London and 
Washington. Suddenly he discovered something was wrong, A minor member 
of the British government was using the oode to send messages to Roosevelt 
in Washington. Remember at that time, Chamberlain was Prime Minister and 
Churchill was in a minor position. 

Well, this young man handled more than 1^00 messages in which Stalin was 
referred to as that son of a b— — in Moscow, and the old b— — —- in the 
Kremlin. He beoame soared, knowing something was wrong and took some of 
the messages, determined to get them to the U.S. and put them in proper 
hands. 
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But the New Deal has a Gestapo in London and KENT was found out. He was 
discharged and as he walked down the Embassy steps he was seised by 
British Police, given a seoret trial and imprisoned for seven years. He 
has languished in a British prison for four years. Mind you, this man 
had a Diplomatic immunity and still was seized and tried by the British. 

I claim that this is part of a giant conspiracy between Roosevelt and 
Chruchill to secure world domination and I demand that this boy be brought 
home and given a public trial in America. Kind you, he admits taking the 
messages to prove his claim, so that the only charge they had against him 
was Larceny. 

His mother, frantic at what had happened, gave a friend 15,000 and asked 
him to go to England and find out just what happened. This man did and 
through diplomatic ohannels was able to see young KENT on the Isle of 
Wight where he was imprisoned. He came back with a friend and the next 
day the friend was found mysteriously murdered in his hotel room. This 
effectively sealed this man's lips and the man who had talked to KENT re- 
fused to talk in fear of his life. 

Well, I heard about this and went to see MRS. KENT. She told me the whole 
story and it has been prepared in pamphlet form whioh I want everyone of 
you to read. Don't take these people too lightly. My life has been in 
danger on several occasions as I have traveled about the country. How 
many of my true friends here will see to it that get safely into a taxi 
after this meeting to go back to my hotel. All right that's fine, when 
the meeting is over, just gather up around frere and I will appreciate it, 
that you my true friends will get me safely to a cab. 

I have told you a lot of things tonight and how many feel that we have 
had a real America First meeting. AH those who think so say "Aye". 
Well, these things whioh I have told you must be explained. They are 
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reasons which people cannot vote for Roosevelt, ^iy they can't rote for 
Dewey. I challenge them to satisfy the minds of the voter, that is why 
I am for America First, let them come to us* 

Now I would like to stop here and go home, but if I do the -work will not 
be kept up. You know when you come to America First meetings, put your 
carfare in one pocket and give the rest to us to carry on the work. Now 
the envelopes ^iich the ushers have passed. Hold them up. All ri#it, 
write down the amount you can give each month. You know I can*t come back 
each month to take up a collection. If you want to make a cash contribu- 
tion, just put it in and mark it caeh. Write your name and address on 
the envelope. 



Now everyone ■who puts ina dollar will receive the pamphlet on TYLER KENT. 
$£^ If you put in $5-00 you w^lir receive this handsome leather volume contain- 

ing the last 12 issues oiSiROSS AND FLAG. That's the magazine you must 
read to keep informed on what is going on. 

Now, pass your envelope to the aisle, don't try to hold onto them, the 
ushers will take them from the person on the end. By the way, if any mem- 
ber of the audience has a oar and you can identify yourself to MRS. PARRS 
■;U!:i! or MRS. BROfflN I will be delighted if you will be kind enough to give us 

a lift back to the hotel. 



Now the only requirement is that you be properly identified by MRS. PARKS, 
or MRS. BROHN. I want to go for a ride but not a long one, some people 
would like to take me for a ride. 

Now, remember, MRS. DILLING will be selling copies of Senator LANGERS 
address and the money will be solely for the victims of the sedition 
trial in Washington, and GEORGE VDSE will be selling subscriptions to 
CROSS AND FLAG in the lobby. He gets | # 50 for each 6 months subscription 
and a dollar for each one for a year. We are taking this means to in- 
crease the circulation of CROSS AND FLAG and are going to give ex-service- 
men a chance to make some money at the same time. 

Now, my friends, will you rise please and recite the Lord's Prayer. We 
are taught to say it in different ways but we all say it and that is 
what counts. 

The meeting closed at Ili30 Hi. 

t['<",X The following circulars are being forwarded to the Bureau as enclosures! 

/"■'..? two circulars distributed at the GERALD L. K. SMITH meeting in Philadelphia 
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held October 1, 1944 by the NATIONAL HiJE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA, one 
entitled/" Bring the Boys Home" and the other entitled, j^Deirey-HooieTelt, 
fereuSydVeedle de - Tweed! e dum". 






ENCLOSURES TO BJREAUt Two pirculars distributed at mooting held 10-1-44 

b^Blue Star Mothers of Araerioa. 







- REFERRED UPOK COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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Dewey - Roosevelt 



versos 



TWEEDLE DE - TWEEDLE DUM 



Thomas Dewey, Republican Candidate for President, 
is an internationalist. His master mind and Advisor is John 
Foster Dulles, an internationalist lawyer of New York City, 
who represents the British Government in America. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt is also an internationalist. Both 
men are puppets of the sam€ internationalist. We fear their 
plans are -to restore us as a colony of the British Empire — 
the blood of our brave sons will have been spilled In Vain* 

la there any hope in the two-party system? None 
whatever. Next November, herd-government will give us a 
full-dress exhibition. We shall see two immense herds of 
voting citizens, whipped to the polls by Republican and 
Democratic cowboys, whose only knowledge of political science 
consists in knowing how to drive the cattle to market. Such 
conditions precede revolutions. They indicate great wrongs 
and abuses. 

HOW LONG WILL WE BE SLAVES TO POLITICANS? 

American Nationalists will support for public office 
those men who have the welfare of the United States of 
America at heart and who will look after this country's 
interest before giving consideration to the welfare of other 
nations of the world. We believe in America first and not 
in America second. 

Let's elect men to public office who have the courage 
to speak out in the interests of America, first. 



NATIONAL BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA 

Harrison Building 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
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JRING THE BUYS HOME 

If we allow the International Bankers to "city slick** our Nation 
into a World State after this war, hundreds and thousands of our boys 
will be permanently exiled.. If we have a World Police Force after this war 
as is wanted by the Internationalists, your son may not be brought home 
after this war. He will be kept In Asia, Africa or Europe, to enforce the 
will of the super state. He will be ordered around by the President Just as 
the chief of police orders riot squads to move here and there within a dty. 

Keep your eyes open. Don't be deceived. Let us repeat this slogan 
until every ear in America has heard it: 

BRING THE BOYS HOME ! 

BRING THE BOYS HOME ! 

BRING THE BOYS HOME! 

fWhile our boys are away from home fighting in foreign lands. . . 
the slickest gang of racketeers that ever operated are taking over the 
American government... 

"The Communists, Socialists and fellow-traveling New Dealers 
in both the Democratic and Republican Parties who have taken possession 
of the people's government, are rapidly changing our American form of 
democracy into a dictatorial form of government, whereby the people are 
rapidly losing their freedom, their liberty and their constitutional form 
of government,** 

—Sen. W. Lee O'Danlel, Democrat of Texas 

World Government Commonly Called World Federation 
Could Mean Only Perpetual War For America 

We who cherish our independence must realize that our form of govern- 
ment is in greater danger from this TREASONABLE Betrayal which is 
in the making, than from our ENEMIES on the BATTLEFIELD. 

We who love America and desire to perpetuate our free institutions must 
oppose this serpent of INTERNATIONALISM with all our strength. 

Americans demand an investigation of 
the sponsors of this movement 

Don't let them haul down the 

STARS and STRIPES 

WORLD GOVERNMENT — 

Will canc el the DECLARATION of INDEPENDENCE and destroy 
our CONSTITUTION. 

WORLD GOVERNMENT — 

You become a slave to INTERNATIONAL politics. 

Our fleet would be required to police the seven seas. American troops 
would be called to police the world and defend Alien possessions. 

Write your State Representatives at Harrisburg, Pa. 

Write your Senators and Congressmen in Senate and House Office 
Building, Washington, D. C, opposing WORLD FEDERATION. 

— Preserve Your Republic, Constitution, and Freedom HERE — 






*^7 NATIONAL BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA 

Z/*^? Harrison Building 

<J**4S^ Philadelphia, Pa. 






+2 



.j: 




'■■'C-fr- 



FF-i 



J(F- 




V * 



»: 



i *" .*■ 



* 



> 



11*17 -iU 






£ 






45« 



-i 






£X- 



\.u— .-*■ 



• » * 



< 










of the matter. 



Enclosurl 



h 



TV 




K 






Mr. 

iMr. 










otnxQ 1 

i 1 

9- 



-1.4 2 



;i^a 








■ ■ \-f 

if-. 







s 



- ™]P ce Memofanaum • united states governmeni 



fiv 



,££?&- 



i 




TO 

)M 
SUBJECT: 



DATE: 11.4-44 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA. 

GERALD L. aV'ailTH, wms.- 

thb America first partyj 
interhal security - 0; 
security matter; skditios 

ilt , J m ^closing herewith copies of a rep ort in the above- 
entitled matter by Special Agent^ fk dated October L -, 
31, 1944 at Philadelphia. ■■■■■■ *> ? 

** ^ J** attention of the Bureau and the Detroit office ia 
direoted to Page 10. PaWaph $, of the enclosed report, wherein 
T i" £ a ** d that GE0RG S> SE appeared as a speaker at the GERALD 
L. I. afilTH meeting in Philadelphia in the uniform of an American 
soldier* 

Attention ia further direoted to the statement made by 

^ aPP ^oi ng .° n Page 12 ' PftrR ST*Ph ^ of toe enclosed report, 
wherein VDSE states that with his uniform it is possible to visit 
canteens. 

In the absence of Bureau or Detroit instructions of the 
possible violation of the Illegal Wearing of Uniform Statute 
no investigation of this matter is being conducted by this office. 
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set out below pertinent information receive 

^^ whose identity is known to the Bureau, /?7£> 
m ocTober 16, 19V*, to October 30, 1944, in- 



The Subject is proceeding with his campaign In the State of Michigan 
and has made talks at various towns in the .State* Other persons on 
the state ticket including Reverend LELANy MARION, candidate for 
governor, and GEORGE TVOSEI candidate for lieutenant governor on the 
America First party picket, have also spoken at these rallies. Sub- 
ject and the other candidates spoke at Pontiac, Michigan, on October 
21, 1944, and Reverend MARION will have a radio program from a pontiac 
station for fifteen minutes each night "at 6 p. M. for a period of five 
nights beginning November 1, 1944. On the last night the program will 
consist of a thirty-minute speech. Apparently Subject will not talk 
on this program, the sole speaker being Reverend MARION.. 



Subject spoke at Saginaw, Michigan, o*h October' 2?, 1944, **nd at^&ad 
Axe, Michigan, on October 28, 1944. Both VOSE and MARIO?! were "ex- 
pected to appear with -him on these programs and at Bad Axe KENNETH 
CA'tfEBER, attorney for the Farmer 1 e Guild and close friend of SiHTH, 
w£ s also scheduled to speak, A similar meeting has been planned for 
November 1, 1?Y',, Lt Kalamazoo, Michigan, and also for a meeting at 
the English Room of the Book Cadillac Hotel in Detroit on November 
3, 1944. Paid advertisements in the newspapers in these various 
cities announced the dates and time of these meetings. An extensive 
program of direct mail advertising was also used to obtain publicity / --, 
for the meetings, -Form letters were sent to all persons who had been (_.-, 
subscribers to th^JJross _andJ^he__F lag . " A special list of the one / 

thousand people list of names in the Saginaw area, composed of former 
subscribers, present subscribers and persons who had previously atten- 
ded SMITH. 1 s meetings were sent special mimeographed announcements by 
first class mail, ' ' HANDLED '": 

STOP DEsr; 
SXITH was much concerned about the fact that the Dies Committee sub 
poenaed his assistant, BERNAPJ3/pOMlM , to testify before it on 
October 16, 1944. He was in frequent contact with DOUAJJ and also with 
RALPir 3AERMAN, who is his Washington assistant, SMITH was also much 
concerned over a report received at about the same time from] 
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'^iM$ MEMO, Director, FBI Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 

>;$)£ November 3, 1944 THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
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l who is secretary to ELIZABETH DILLING, one of the sedition trial defendants^ 

— I advised SMITH that DICING had received information from a Congressman 

fe effect that BAERMAN had admitted to certain individuals that he, 
^ BAERMAN, was in the pay of B'nai B'rith. BAERMAN was supposed to have ob- 
tained pay from thisorganiaationfor the purpose of testifying before the 
Dies Committee that! fchad given SMITH a large sum of money to J??c^ 

split the Dewey vote^^^^^^^fflffonted BAERMAN with this information and 
BAERMAN categorically denied that DILLING' s statement was correct. He stated 
that he would be glad to give SMITH an unqualified statement as to his loyalty 
to SMITH. 

b^^ ; Later, after direct contact with DILLING, SMITH discovered that the person she 

-££- had in mind was not BAERMAN, but SMITH'S assistant, D OMAN. DIL LING further 

pointed out .to /SMITH that she had been in contact withj WL believed to 

jsuoffl^Xte 



II 



refer to ^^^^,' li ,^ l "" " - niithiii ^S i^r for the BiesTBfflBKtee, who h ad %gX & Ly 
her that t^PMHP!lPflil! ll 'liU 1 ' *$M} ™h" B'nai B'rith in order to get its ' 

appropriation, jrfi T naT - B r iTBB" representative" had told the committe e that they 
believed DOMAN would testify, if called before the committee, that ■ 
had given SMITh large sums of money for the purpose of splitting theDRTE^voteT 
In a Later contact with BAERMAN, SV.ITH indicated he thought the scheme to get 
DOMAN to testify to the above facts was possibly a republican plot to embarrass 
SMITH, Later SMITH personally advised CASPARXLINGEyAN, Clerk of Wayne County, 
Michigan, and a prominent Detroit democrat, yriat someone was trying to pull a 
double cross both on SMITH and the democratic party. He then gave LINGEMAN the 
facts concerning the alleged plot with respect to DOMAN 's testimony. 

Although DOMAN appeared at the offices of the Dies Committee on October 16, 1944, 
the date on which he had been sub poenaed, he was not called to testify until 
October 18, 1955, at 7 P, M, SMITH made every effort to get the Committee to 
expedite its proceedings in order to hear DOMAN, having contacted Congressman 
COSTELLO, who was in charge of the present investigation, and Senator ROBERT 
REYNOLDS as well as Elizabeth Dilling. 

When he was finally called before the committee, DOMAN wa3 questioned primarily 
about the handling, depositing and spending of SMITH'S funds. DOMAN testified 
that SMITH'S income was about $6500.00 per year. The Coripdttee wanted to know 
about WEBER's connection with SMITH (probably KENNETH c/vJEBER of the Farmer's 
i I Guild) and a check for $1,000 which was not further identified. They also wanted 

- ..: to know if SMITH was anti-semi tic, to which DOMAN replied that SMITH had always 

said that he was not and DOMAN did not think that he was. DOMAN explained that 
$■£§ he was leaving SMITH because an x-ray showedjMm to be suffering from a lung 

J$i disease. He was also questioned about CLYDEkKORRO?? and about individuals named 

GRUEN7/ALD and TALLFY, neither of which DOKAK had heard of. The Committee at no 
time acted as if "they had run on to anything," but the questioning appeared to 
be a routine job for the record. They asked him about any connection which SMITH 
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MEMO, Director, FBI 
November 3, 19AA 



Re: GERAU) L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 0' 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 




may have with the Political Action Committee and DOMAN told them he knew of none 
and did not believe that SMITH was acquainted with R. J. THOMAS, head of the UAW- 
CIO. DOMAN testified that SMITH did not have any interests in any other enter- 
prises outside of the America First party. They inquired as to whether SMITH had 
been in touch with any important republican or democrat politicians. They inquired 
as to who FOSTER was (probably GEORGE* FOSTER of Chicago, with the Const itutional 

^SMITHS.) jfhey did not inquire, however, abouij 
(both connected with the Ford Motor Company) ^WBoTu. 

"or for various organizations.) Present at the hearing 
in Costello, BIRMINGHAM, who is an investigator for the Committee, 
STRIPLING, who is chief investigator, and two girls. BAERMAN was not there, 
although SMITH had requested him to attend. No newspaper men were present. The 
hearing was held in Dies* office and the Committee was very polite to DOMAN, 
apologizing for having held him over several days. They finally inquired as to 
what the America First Party campaign consisted of and DOMAN stated that it con- 
sisted primarily of fighting Nazism and Communism. DOMAN was subsequently fur- 
nished with a transcript of his testimony before the Committee. BAERMAN believes 
that JOHN R0Y)\CARLS0N, author of "Under Cover," will be called to testify before 
the Dies Committee within a few days. SMITH expressed a desire to learn of the 
nature of CARLSON'S testimony. 

In the course of his discussion with ELIZAEETH DILLING concerning the Dies 
Committee, DILLING stated that theCommitte^n^ht^foldupany minute" and that 
if it did is important thatV P for the Committee, 

be kept at work. DILLING state<^hatJMB|^M^WoT!erasa teacher and that, 
she had sold him on the nationalist movementand believed he should be one of the 
foundation stones of the movement when he severed his connections with the Com- 
mittee. She considers him a very important man for her purpose since there are 
not five people who know all the material available in the Dies Committee files 
and he could provide very valuable information for SMITH and DILLING. 



It is contempla_ 
tour and that 
could furnish 
contact with 
SUITH and he 



lated t hat 

mm 



that SMITH and DILLING would organize a nation-wide speaking 
through his information obtained from the Dies Committee, 
for such speeches. SMITH wasmucf^leased with DILLING* s 
and suggested that she promise ■■ the cooperation of 
DILLING indicated that she had been^HKancing some money to- 



ward this end and that "one of the prisoners is giving me a hundred dollars" 

(apparently referring to one of her "co-defendants" in the sedition trial.) 

SMITH told her she could count him in on that and that he would contact her shortly. 

SMITH has been in contact on several occasions recently with Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS 
of North Carolina. SMITH wants from him a list of nationalists and inter-nationalist, 
REYNOLDS does not have such a list, but thought that HAMJLTON FISH or Colonel 
ROBERT KcCOSiaCK might have. REYNOLDS thought that during the absence of Congress- 
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man piES from Washington "they" were trying to do some dirty work and that 
BIIXCOODMAN, BOB (HARRIS, MOORE and Dr. 0»BRIEN had been before the Committee. 
They- agreed that yEWEY had weakened his position by not discussing such issues . 
as the TYLER-KENT case and the CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT meeting in the Atlantic 
and that DE/JEY had insulted the isolationists and nationalists. REYNOLDS 
thought DE^EY would win, but felt that regardless of who won, the position of 
the nationalists would be strengthened* 

SMITH has forwarded to REYNOLDS a special copy of his version of the TYLER-KENT 
story. The KENT story of which SMITH has had a special printing made is being 
distributed by him to all his contributors and to all subscribers to "The Cross 
and the Flag." Copies of the book "Forty Years of Roosevelt 1 are also being 
widely distributed by him. 




SMITH jhas also recently contacted ■ ^ former secretary to 

HENRy FOR^an^for many years an exIcHlveo^TheFord Motor Company, and re- 

/ turned tol Ma. report which the latter had furnished him. Reverend HAR2EY 

'SPRINGER HvrllaSilTH that he would be in Detroit for a period of about two 
weeks beginning on October 29, 1944, and that he would be preaching at the 
People's Tabernacle. They plan to have further contacts during the time that 
SPRINGER is in town. GEORGE VOSE, who is active in the Townsend Clubs in Michi- 
gan, has tentatively arranged a speech for SMITH to be given before the Townsend 
Club at the Headquarters of the United Sons of America, 89 West Forest Street, on 
November 19, 1944» 

SL f ITH is having financial difficulties since receipts at his recent meetings have 
not been as good as anticipated. He has requested DOMAN to cut down expenses and 
wants DOMAN to see how much money he can raise on his car, since SMITH must have 
$1,000 in order to meet the pay roll and pay the printer. 
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Re: GERAXILL. K. SICTTH 

THE ^uTOTna mm party 

INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 



Dear Sirj 



^^ 



With reference to your letter of October 28, I ara x 
enclosing herewith a verbatim transcription of conversations between 
Subject and BERNARd/dOUAN, his 3ecretary, prior to DOMAN* a testifying 
before the Dies Committee on October 18, 1W. Also enclosed is a 
transcript of DOlUF's conversation with SMITH following DOUAN'a 
testimony before the Committee, The two conversations on October U+, 
1944, tock place shortly after DOMAN had received his subpoena early 
that day which directed him to appear before the Committee in Tfeshington 
on October 16, 1944. DOMAN left Detroit the night of October 14, and 
the conversation of October 16 took place between SMITH and DOMAN while 
the latter was In Washington waiting to testify. The Committee did not 
hear DOMAN on October 16, but required him to wait until October 16 and 
the hearing was held at 7 p.m. on October 18 in the Coramittee f s offices. 
The conversation at 9:17 pan. on October 18 between Subject and DOMAN 
indicates the nature of the latter* s testimony. This conversation took 
place after DOMAN had testified. 




It is beUeved that a transcript of his testimony has been 
sent to DOMAN and if it is possible to do so, an effort will be made to 
\ obtain a copy of this transcript through informants, s\ 

\ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED „ *_.,.. \^T\ 
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Conversation Between G. L^Kj^Snith and Bernard Doman 
at Washington, 9:17 p«a., October 18, 19A4 

The hearing is all over. It lasted about an hour and a half. They 
spoke of Weber quite a hit, Tfrey wanted to know why he hadn't attended 
the meeting on Thursday night and they w anted %o know \ f ynn h$fi h**n 
in touch wj„tfr th e P ^ and I told them they could get the whole story 
from David^conrey. 

Who's he 




He's on your OPA Board. 

Oh, yes. 

They asked me the l argest aflK>u nt_I_had^e^er^ handled for-/ou~r*cently. 
I told them it was #1000_and they wanted to know who it was from. 
I told them I didn't remember the name. I told them it wasn't money 
for our organization but it was replaced money that had been used 
by some Republican in Chicago. The strongest points they asked me 
about were Weber and the £1000 check. They wanted to know how the 
money was deposited, how it was handled and how it was spent. They 
didn f t even look at the payroll. They want.wfl to ]eririW ^^ y nnr income 
w^s and what mine was. I told them it was $6500 for mine and that 
now it's about forty-five hundred and never over five and when I started 
I said I never paid income tax until two years ago. 

Were they nice to you? 

Yes, they smiled and they were nice. They wanted to know about Jphn^. 
Jittle. He was supposed to have given you some money in 1940 to pay 
your hall rent and he is supposed to be in jail now. I told them I 
remembered somebody gave us money a long time ago to pay hall rent but 
I don't remember the name. 

What did they ask you about Weber? 

When I had seen him last and if I knew why he wasn't at our meeting 
last Thursday night. 

Did they bring out anymore about that? 

No, I told them I had spoken to Weber Thursday morning and everything 
was all right then. I told them 7<eber wasn't supposed to speak at the 
meeting; that there was only one speaker, Gerald L. K. Smith, and then 
they wanted to_Jorigw_ lf_you were anti-Semitic. I told them that you 
always said you were not. Then they asked me what I thought and I said 
I agree with him. So then I gave them a story. I said that everytime 
we come across a Jewish name we have to handle it with kid gloves as 
we are accused of being anti-Semitic, but that whenever we come to 
a good old Irish name we Just pop off. So I think everything's o.k. 
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Page 2. 

Doman: (continued) I told Birmingham In Detroit that I was going this winter 
so they asked mc about that and I told them that an X-ray showed ay 
long was partially collapsed, and I told thea I was going down In 
Texas and take off for a 1*1 lie for that reason. 



Smith: 
Doman: 



Saitht 

Doman; 

Smith: 
Doman: 
Smith: 
Doman: 



Smith: 
Doman: 



Smith: 
Doman: 



5as there anybody there? 

Nobody, j ust Co stello and this Stripling, two girls, a secretary and a 
aisTT^anoTjirmln^am* "Ralph wasn't there. 1 



stenotypi . .__ 

I had to go earlier and I couldn't contact Ralph. 

now and he's sorry he couldn't be with ne. 



This was all sudden. 
I just talked to him 



Well, the only thing is, we hope they wrote down what you said. Tou 
don't have any witness to what you said except them. 

Well, I couldn't help that but there was a etenotypist right there to 
take everything down* 

Yes, but we hope they took it down right. 

Well, what can we do about that? ( 

They called the meeting at 6:^5 to get you away from Ralph, 

No, they wouldn't know that. They notified me by telephone. They asked 
me who Ralph/Be erman was and I told them I act him at the convention, 
that I saw Him In Washington and he acted as my guide, that he is a 
high school professor and taught school a long time. 

And then what did they say? 

Nothing. They asked me about a Berryman and they asked me if I knew 
a Morrow in Washington and I told thea I didn't know a Morrow in 
Washington but that I did know a Morrow in Detroit. Then they asked 
me who he was. I said he was the editor of a magazine. 

The best you can figure,, who else did they aek you about? 

They asked me about a man named Grunwald that I never heard of. He may 
be in our files and called by another name. They wanted to know about 
Talley. I said I didn't know him and didn't know whether you knew him 
or not. They wanted to know if you had been con j^c.tfld-kgJte^Plican 
gro ups or by the PAC . They asked me who you rere supporting for president 
and they wanted" to Enow if you were supporting any political party and I 
said yes, you were supporting the America First Party. They waited to know 
if you had endorsed any candidates and I said absolutely not. 
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Who else did they ask you about? 

Hell, nobody else. 

When they asked you about Morrow, what did you answer? 

Well, they asked me if 1 knew any man named Morrow in Washington and I 
said no* Then they named two or three men in Washington. One of them 
was Berryman, 

Who? 

One was Berryman. At first I got it mixed up with Baerman. 
They wanted to know why you went to New Tork City. I told them you 
just stopped over to interview the press and you only stayed there 
about 36 hours. 

Did they have any fabricated notions about any money that I had gotten? 

Yes, those $500 notes. I told them that was ridiculous, that I had 
read about it in the reports. They wanted to know what girls handled 
the mail and I told them their names, that«s all. I told them the 
payroll averaged $350 a week. They wanted to know how the rest of the 
money was used. I told them that the radio time took more than 95 
percent of the money spent. They went through the two report books 
and gave them back to me. 

That satisfied them, didn't it? 

Tes, they didn't even look at the payroll books. 

Did they at any time seem as though they had run onto something? 
Or pursue you with any kind of a vigorous questioning? 

No, it Just seamed- liJ&i a routine- job^for.Xhg^record, The only thing 
they asked was about the PAC, if I knew what it was. I said yes, I 
had been reading about it in your office and then/1 told them about 
Conrey. They asked me if I had ever seen R. J.tThomas. I said the 
nearest I had ever been to him was that he was pn the train coming 
down to Washington with me, I recognized him from his pictures. 

They acted \ike somebody had been ^ el^ng th<*n »a h.&4 fr*»anjg«t.Mng 
mone y from the P AC, I guess. 

They wanted to know if we had any other Interests, you or I, in any 
other enterprises outside of the organization and I told them absolutely 
no. 



Smith: You told them about the Internal Revenue Department? 
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Smith: 
Doman: 
Smith: 
Doman: 
Smith; 
Doman: 
Smith: 

Doman: 
Smith: 
Doman: 
Smith: 

Doman: 



They waited to know if our books had ever been audited and I said about 
twelve or fourteen ■onths ago by the Internal Revenue Department. 

What did they sayt 

They were satisfied* 

Ha, ha, that's fine. You told them about my testimony before Anderson? 

They qeustloned me about that $1000 check and whether I knew the name 
on it and I told them I was sure you were sending a report on it. 

You told them that was a refund, didn't you? 

I told them the money had been used for some purpose and this was a refund 
on it, that the meeting over there was sponsored by some Republican, 
Th ey want ed t a Jmow if „you... had^beenin^ touch with an y bi g Re publ ic an 
or Dgmocret-xecefttly, . I said if congressmen and senators were big 
Republicans and Den*>cratc, you may have been. They wanted to know who 
Foster was and I told them I had never met Foster, They asked about 
Southard and I said he was a world war veteran. 




i? 



Did they ask you about 

Kot a thing. 

Did they ask about 

Not a thing, 

What did they ask about Morrow? 

Just his name, not even his first name. They said he was a Washington man, 

Well, thdy got that out of Anderson's questioning. Did they ask about 

Not a thing, blCS 

Did they ask about the convention? 

They asked how much money was taken in at the convention* 

Did they raise that old phony question about someone bringing me big 
money at the convention? 

Yes, I laughed and said that was ridiculous, I said I don't believe 
I have ever seen a $500 bill. 



Smith; Did they act like they believed yod all right? 
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Well they laughed at it. 

What kind of a fellow was Stripling? 

He'sa rather nice looking fellow. He looks something like Foster* 

Was Uatthewe in there? 

No. 

No newspaper men? 



Not even one, 

What room was it in? 

Ritfit in Dies 1 office. 

Were they polite to you? 

Very nice, they were sorry for holding me over. 

Why did they say they held you over? 

Well, Costello was held up in the War Department for ten days. He's on 
the Military Affairs Committee. 

He was nice to you? 
Very nice. 

When they asked you why Weber wasn't at my meeting- 
Well, they implied that there was something wrong that he wasn't there. 
But I didn't know anything about it. The meeting was Thursday and I 
left town Saturday and I didn't have a chance to see Weber, They wanted 
to know why I was interested in this work and how I got started. They 
had in mind the first meeting, but that was so long ago I said I 
was naive at that time and I don*t remember things that happened then. 
They asked about the PAC and all that. 

Well, they were on a fishing expedition to find out, you see? 

I told them that if anything like that ever went on I would be the 
first to raise cain. 

You told them we were not supporting either party. 

They wanted to know what our campaign was» 

Did they ask about Hubert? 
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Doman: 



Not a thing. There were one or two .things, they wanted to know about 
the office way back there when JohnXRinderman left. And I told then 
I thought (unintelligible) and that/* a the reason no money was ever 
handed In in your name (unintelligible) but they were nlca. 
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Partial Conversation Between G. L. K. Smith and 
Bernard Doman at Washington, 6 p.m., October 16, 19 kk 

I did a little checking on your business there and this fellow that's 
going to question you tomorrow. He may not be the best sort of a fellow, 
understand? So Just keep your eyes open and don't be led into any 
trap. 

Will the whole committee question me or just one man? 

Well, I don't know, but be careful, keep your eyes open and just assume 
that nobody is your friend, 

Tes. 
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I didn f t have a chance to, I just got home a few minutes ago. 

Well, okay, don't aak me anymore questions then until you read that 
all over and read my testimony. 

Okay. 

That will answer all your questions. 

All rigit. 

But you've got all the records, you've got the records right down 
there in the office, you ! ve got records of money received and money 
paid out and that all speaks for itself. And receipts and disbursements 
and as far as a complete audit is concerned no man can make a complete 
audit of his accounts in twenty-four hours. 

How about disbursements: I have nothing to show how that is handled. 

Well, you f ve got your payroll and you've got the cancelled checks. 

Well, you don't want me to take them with me, do you? 

No, don't take your cancelled checks. Just say that you've got 
your payroll and your receipts and you can estimate your postage 
and estimate your printing bill. 

You don't want me to take the check book with me, an old one or something? 

No, you don't need them, anything you don't have you will supply. 

Answer everything you can from memory and then supply what you don't have. 

Take just as little as you can. I didn't take anything. 

They want all books and records. 

Oh, well, that's Just what they want but they're not going to get that, no, 

Okay, I'll think of things from time to time and Jot them down. 

Okay, don't let anybody "euchre" you into that. 

Okay. 

All right. 






v>- 



4 




Smith: 



,j 



J 



Doman: 

Smith t 

Domant 
Smith: 

Doman: 
Smith: 



Doman: 
Smith: 

Domant 

Smith: 

Doman i 
Smith: 



$j| 



Partial Conversation Between G. L. K. Smith and 
Bernard Doman, 5:15 p.m., October 14, 1944 

As to the direction of the office and the wages paid, purchases, etc., 
you Just tell them the board meets once a Tear and authorized me to 
run the committee. That's all. That's the only minutes you have and 
I am responsible for everything ■ 

If this fellow asks me about the records and about The Cross and Flag 
records I told them I would bring them down. The Federation of 
A/rericanization, do I hava the records of that? 

No, no, You've got the records. You've got JfclrB^ JftiHRRB !WI#HF» ^i^^^S ?iJT ^ IHf ^11 

You've got records and receipts of everything _^; 3 ,*,!,! / \ U J -" l -- M « l 

i know but- "^--" lw b ;*y- ^ r - L i 

DATE, i*l*/ri> m<tjfc& 

Yes, my gracious, you've got the best records, you've got tne besT 
records on earth, you've got receipts of everything taken in and 
everything paid out— 

For several months- 
Well, you can't take that all with you. All you do is take typical, 
you take two day books and take your payroll book and say, this is 
typical of the way we handle it but inasmuch as the record of our 
contributions is on a file index that runs more than 20,000 names 
that can't be moved} that we'd be glad to have a representative of 
the committee come down and look at it. 

The record and the day books— 

Leave them here, for God's cake, don't take them with you or ever let 
anybody "euchre" you into taking them out of your office. 



I'll leave them down at your place tomorrow, 
the books are bein^— 



I'll Just tell them 



You don't need to tell them anything. Tell them that you brought two 
that were typical and if they ask you why you didn't bring the rest 
you tell them they are too cumbersome, too heavy, too much to bring. 

O.K. 

Yes, don't let those sheenies get ahold of all your names on your 
day books and everything. In fact, you really ought to take only one 
of each, in fact, I think that's the best thing to do. Take the next 
to the last one of each. Say this is the way we handle it and it's 
typical. See what I mean. Don't take two, take just one, that's 
better yet. Now did you look over that memo? 
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Conversation Between G. L. K, Smith, Donald Lohbeck 
and Bernard Doman, 5:50 p.m., October 1A, 19U. 

Don, Lohbeck will read you some memoranda; I want you. to memorise them. 

Here they are. In our office we have a complete itemised record 
of all receipts, we have a complete record of all disbursements 
covered by cancelled checks and bills marked paid. A representative 
of the committee is welcome to examine these at any time. Inasmuch 
as notice to appear did not reach me till Saturday noon I did not have 
time to copy these items. To move these records would have required a 
truck. I feared to carry certain valuable documents because I travelled 
alone. It is a matter of common knowledge that subversive groups would 
be willing to commit murder to get hold of these documents. Under oath 
I am willing to testify that moneys received were spent on modest 
payrolls, printing, travel, postage, paper and on mailing and handling 
of the magazine, The Cross and the Flag, 

Listen, ask Mr. Smith this. If I am asked that question could I submit 
the answer in typewritten form. Would they accept it in that manner? 

Just a minute. (Pause while Lohbeck refers matter to Smith) He 
wants you to get these in your mind, 

O.K., then I 1 11 do it on the train. Read the rest of it. 

He says this is the most important. The treasurer, E. M. Smith, 

has been bedfast with a streptoccic throat for the past week, 

making it literally impossible to assemble even as much $at& as i.i~f% 

I would like to have brought with me. A 5 I |Wp{)il^ [*::& \j\* t$ MlU 

O.K., do you have anymore? 

Just a minute* 



IIEREM IS m;$a!iB 



Hello, now if they ask you what you mean by important documents, you 
can tell them that such things as cancelled checks and receipted bills 
are the only evidence which we have with which to protect us against 
any investigation by the Internal Revenue Department and we were 
thoroughly investigated by the Internal Revenue Department for a year 
and these documents were very fundamental and for you to take them out 
of the office and take them out from under lock and key would be a 
hazardous experience, and you couldn't afford to take the risk. But 
keep assuring them that you are only too happy to have a representative 
of the Committee come and examine everything. Any reasonable person 
can see that when your treasurer has been in bed all week with a strep 
throat and you didn't get notice till Saturday noon, nobody can expect 
you to appear with a full set of audited accounts— bank examiners don't 
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•van expect things like that. Don't forget the purpose of this 
committee is to investigate subversive activities • There are 
only two things subversive; one taking money from the wrong source, 
and, two, spending money on the wrong thing. That's all they have 
a right to know. However, a fishing committee wants to find out as 
much as they can. Now, another thing, this is very important. Have 
you got a pencil there or something. You don't know anything about 
anything that goes back further than three years. The realm of your 
authority stops there. If they ask you anything about any moneys 
received, like for instance, they asked me about Harry Bennett and all 
that stuff, you don't know anything about that and you are well within 
your rights to say I don f t know. Now here ie another thing to keep 
fixed in your mind, to indeliblize it, underline it, or put a red circle 
around it— don't hesitate to pass the buck. Be perfectly free to say 
that our organization is run by Gerald L. I. Smith, We authorize 
him to run it and anything I don't know here, he is willing to answer. 
Be sure to say that he runs it. Clear it with Gerald. Say we 
authorize Gerald L. K. Smith to direct, put the word direct, direct 
and determine our activities and he has assumed that responsibility 
and is willing to take responsibility for everything. 
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Now when am I, is there any question theyUl.ask me^that J^can legally 
refuse to answer? Will they ask me aj\jthinjg-thaV iTwiii fce ? *withSh r T] 
my right 8 in not answering? rc**»* ■■"# -> • ' : ' ' — -~ 

Ittiaif! , } MMJ i ,:J 

Well, today they asked me a lot of personal questions about Connie 
(Urs. Doman), and me and her mother. Now as far a3 her banking accounts 
are concerned I know nothing about that. But if they ask me about 
our accounts over here, where we have the accounts and all that? 

Yes, you should answer that or they will hold you under great suspicion. 
I did that. 

Yes, There's only one question you can't answer, I don't know, I 
don't remecber, and I refuse to answer on the grounds that it would 
incriminate me. But you don't want to answer a question that way, 
because there is nothing that you can answer that would incriminate 
you. Bit here is what you can say, take this down— Gentlemen, I 
would rather not answer that question on the grounds that it would 
make no contribution to the committee. 

Now here's a comment I have to make. They'll ask me if we have 

any money saved. We have a few hundred dollars and it's in war bonds. 

I'll tell them that. That's o.k,, isn't it? 



Smith: Why sure, you took it out of your salary, didn't you? 
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I'll specify it r a in war bonds so it'll help so far as the opposition 
is concerned. It* 11 help us. 

Sure, the only thing that you could tell that would be wrong would 
be if you took more than your salary, 

I'll Just say it is Connie's and my salary. I have our Internal 
Revenue reports over here and I'll say that so far as my car is 
concerned I contributed most of that to the organization, part 
of my salary. 

Yes, and the thing to do is this, What do you mean by that? 

They won't think anything' 9 excessive. They may ask, I don't think, 
I was Just going to say, I don't have to though. 

What? 

If they ask about my travelling expenses and all that, that's Just 
taken out of company funds, isn't it? 

Which do you mean? 

If I travel, they may not, he asked me over there whether or not I 
travelled a good deal for you. 

Yes. 

They asked me about you too, about your expenses too. That's all 
taken out of company funds, I'll just tell them that. 

Well, what would you have, what would show that, what items would you 
have to account for on that? 

For what, for travelling? 

Yes. 

Well, I haven't travelled in the last two years hardly. 

No. Well you have, there's no items there other than Just routine 
expense, is there? 

No, no there is nothing in so far as— they'll probably ask me if I 
own any property. The only property I have is my car. 

Well, you have the right to own six cars, you've been eaning a good 
living wage for these years and it's none of their business. 



) 



v'-'<V>,j'-"i; 

mm 



J-*-, 



Page 4, 

Do man t 
Smith: 

Doman t 

Smith: 

Domaii: 

Smith: 
Doman: 
Saith: 

Doman: 
Smith: 

Doman: 



t£> 


Smith: 


I 


doman: 


S ' .1 


Smith: 


"■^j 


Doman: 


i 






Smith: 


» 


Doman: 


pi 


Smith: 


■■.vi?'.r& 


Doman: 



Tea. 

The only thing on earth you need to demon strata is that you have 
paid for these things out of your salary • 

We hava a deposit box downtown. I haven't touched it for a year or so. 
Will they want to get into that, do you think? I told them about it. 
If they want to know what's in it I'll tell them. 

Yes, if you told them they'll probably want to see it. 

I've got in there a few bonds and some records you gave me some tLne ago 
for filing in pertinent files. I can get them anytime you want them. 

Yes, how much have you got in there? 

Oh, I don't know, I think the balance is about six or seven hundred dollars. 

That's fine, that will be your credit. That's frugality and in case 
your mother has given you anything, you want to distinguish that. 
Has she given you anything? 

Ko, her contribution is that she shares the living expenses. 

Why, sure, that's just fine. In fact, that's made it possible for you 
to do that. Not only that, but that's to your credit. It shows 
you have saved about ten percent of your income. 

There's nothing else, I guese. Those memos you left down here I picked 
up and I'll have time on the train to go over them. 

Well those that I dictated today you had better go over before you leave. 

I have already. 

Now these that were just read to you we'll give those to you, 
those that were read to you. 

Yes. 

Now all expense that you've been put to in connection with your activities, 
you've kept receipted bills for all of those, have you? 

What do you mean, the office and travelling? 

Yes. 

Oh, yes, just a small percentage like petty cash. 
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Well, when you draw a check for petty cash you put it down petty cash, 
don f t you? 

Yes, I f ve been doing thisi I've been drawing cash on my postage and 
office expense and I always have receipts for that and there's a 
percentage, maybe one or two percent, that I don't have receipts* 

Yes, I know, well that's very fine and there's not a thing therej 
however, you see the only thing they want to know, you see here, they 
want to find out if I'm making a million dollars and you're handling 
the dough for me. For instance, this Xellow asked me the other day up 
there if it was true you had handed me two five-hundred dollar bills and 
nine one-hundred dollar bills, etc., at the convention. Well, nobody 
knows better than we do that you didn't hand me anything, not even two 
five dollar bills at the convention, but these kikes, you know, they 
steal so much money themselves that they can't imagine anybody collecting 
money and spending it all on the cause for which it was given. Now if they 
ask you what your wife does, for what she gets paid, you tell them that 
she's a proof reader for the magazine and the item Is so small anyhow 
that there wouldn't be — what is it anyhow, fifteen dollars a week? 

Yea. 

Well, you tell them that she's a proof reader for the magazine. 
Here's something I'll have to do, her name appears in some of those 
reports and checks. She helped me part time. 

You tell them that her work is done at home and at the office. 
Now all those reports are signed by two people, aren't they? 



Yes, there may be one or two where they slipped up. 
them right now. 



I'm going through 



Now you have no doubt in your mind, for instance, anybody coming in to 
investigate in our office, that the total bank deposits, both in the 
America First account can be covered by receipted bills. 

All the cash expenditures, yes. Now whenever I pay a telephone bill— 

No, I mean either a cancelled check or a receipted bill, 

I've got every cancelled check under lock and key here in a closet 
at my house. I've been bringing those home in the last couple years. 

Now, wherever you have a cancelled check made out for a definite purpose 
wherever you paid a bill like a printer's bill, why the cancelled check 
is obvious. Now wherever you've written a check for cash you can 
support that with receipted and paid bills in your office, is that it? 



Doman: That's correct, yes. 
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Well, if we carry those things out of our safe and carry them to 
Washington we ought to be examined for softening of the brain. 
Just a minute— Don was asking me— there's no check made out to the 
Cross and Flag, is there. Just like we discussed this morning that 
that was a stub code* 

Tes, I marked every stub what the purpose was if the check was to cash. 
I put the purpose on the stub so I could check it later on with a receipt 
and once a month I would draw $125 or $150, whatever I would need. 

For what? 

I'd mark it deposit, second-<lass mailing, post office. 

Oh, I see. Well, there's no way on earth that any organization 
could prepare anything except token documents. See whet I mean, 
in such short notice so the thing to do is to take only one day book. 
Now remember, they may not question you about the America First Party. 

One of each, huh? 

Yes, one of each and don't take the last one, for God's sake, 
and don't let them keep them. Now here's the reason for not letting 
them keep them. You tell them that under the Corrupt Practices Act 
we're being required to make reports and we'll be unable to make those 
reports unless you bring them back. Now be sure and tell them that. 
Now remember, they're working for you, you're not working for them. 
Tou're the citizen, they're the servants, and if there's something 
that looks like you hadn't ought to do it, don't do it. Be Just as 
stubborn with them as you would be with a printer or anybody else. 
Rejnember that, fix that in your mind, make that a part of your psychology. 

This man called me Just a few minutes ago. 
Oh, did he, what did he say? 

Well, he wanted to know if I got my reservations o.k. and I told him 
he could probably reach me at the Statler in Washington. 

Did you find out where he is staying? 

No. 

Well if he calls again, don't say anything to him about these 
memos or anything like them. 

No I won't. I think he was leaving-^— 

I'll have these memos copied and remember this that there is nothing 
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that can be brought out anyplace that will embarrass you. You don't 
need to be afraid of the truth. The thing to remember is that they 
are not your father confessor, you don't have to tell them everything 
under the sun. They 1 !! try to find out as ouch as they can. If you 
think they've asked you a question that has no bearing on unAmerican 
activities, why, tell them that you'd rather not answer them on the 
grounds that it doesn't bear on the responsibilities of the Committee. 
Well, then, if they force you to answer It, why, go ahead and answer it,, 
but anything that happened more than three years ago was beyond the period 
of your responsibility and then most everything else that comes up you 
say, well, that was handled by Mr. Smith, he runs the committee. 
Well then they may say, why does he run the committee, aren't you an 
officer? You say, well we authorized him to run the committee, Just 
like a bank director would authorize the cashier to run the bank, and 
he is authorized to o.k. the hiring of help, etc. 



They put quite a bit of emphasis on ordering of printed matter, 
and that. And I'll tell them I ordered it at your direction. 
supplies and things like that. 



magazines, 
Office 



Yes, absolutely, tell then that I take the responsibility for everything, 
and if you get in a tight place say Mr. Smith handles that, and if they 
say, well, why, does he look after everything, and then you tell them, 
well, he's the chief gyrasticutum, tell them you noticed that Mr. 
Roosevelt clears everything with Sidney and you clear everything with 
Gerald. Smile once in a while, there's nothing too serious about it. 

O.K. 
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Director, FBI 



Ik: GERALD L. K. SMITH, 
with aliases , 
' !•' AMERICA FIRST PARTI 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 
(Bureau File 62-43818) 



Dear Sin 



In connection with the Subject organization, it is noted 
that on October 24, 1944, you directed a letter to the Detroit Field 
Division requeuing any information that might be developed concern- 
ing the new group known as "Impeachment^ 



obtair 




iionery 
.ona^^ 



There_ia enclosed herewith a photost 

.this office from " 

The letter, on tne s 
s league for Politica^ducation, is addressed b 
Jof Chicago to ■ P and gives some additional, 

ia concerning the information of a group referred to ai ^Impeach- 
mentNowj.n Thi 8 would appear to be identical with fche o^tg^^ 

referred to in your letter. 

^__^^^^^__ !• the 
the Detroit jdel^Wsion 

Bureau File J P As additional _____ AO vu , ft±J 

ing "Impeachment Now," it will be furnished to the Bureau. 



2^- 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein s ^classified 
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WOMEN'S LEAGUE FOR POLITICAL EDUCATION 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTER6. «20» »OOTM LAFLIN «TRCCT 
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 




September 18th, 1944, 



I'p^., ■■' r.C J .-The attached clipping will serve as an answer to your letter. -^ • ' 
: %£^?** f ^'-%:: Constitution Day, ' th^c^nJ^ComrAt^^ was" ^if 

•: ^>launc • > ■ ■■ V- in - the "home of # : >±i$ 7g ; 

l1S'? e ere landing out letters asking au groups to coopers v te in this drive tJ"?#I 
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SK3**3T' 



^f individual end organization interested in getting the ;truth about this "r-SM* 
ff W§ rmer before election. Our telegram sent to every member, of . Congress -from :; -V-W| 

r \|§ ^Illinois and a? number of other Congressmen read: .,.V<- *';V 1;?J 

: |. a ., • . ..■;■'■ . " '*.■ ^On^this anniversary of our Constitution {Sept/ 17th) 5 ' L "*'-| 

^^ ; :#<we protest any recess of Congress/:;. Let us Eave the f sets on ■<- -^wf- 

, ; J:;. • ■;.; ^Kimmel-Short, Tyler Kent, 'Philippe, et al BEFORE ELECTION. ; " ' : 1VK V "^ : 

v>V -^Seeming *apathy of the people is the lull before the storm!" ';^." ; SS v i ' 

*;%$§ fThis administration's policy of secrecy, -usurpation tnd •■ : '" « • '^ ')" ? ^&3 ■" 

^.- >*evasion warrants IMPEACHMENT NOW." .*.'.■ .■■■--■; \ - '%?.--< ■ .*$J;- 

:^'.°;;-v ■ .V;" - " :£",*>'"' '- ' ■ : ■-"'" '■ '" : : * ■ -■-■■^ ■■.-■>. ■ ■■ „**■' ' i fi - 

..'-V , "-■'.-, v^ ,;It has been reported that Congress expects to recess until '*?♦*■ 

.^ rafter election, which would leave us litUe hope of getting any action -'-V.y^S < 

^ • ^bn these matters >un til it would be too ^ate.^The ones who~made this nerVl ' 

. r ffare now making.^the "peace" and unless we can expose them quickly they •■-.■■■ v*-j ; ,'i>'3 

5 %, ;##* -ill .sew. She -seeds of .another war just as ; they -did at Versailles. .■■■■ :..;v-K ; Ky!*w 

*S *-•■'*' * ?lThe Constitution /provides the remedy for our present >r v- r ^ 

;>:;g^Bituation: ?Art ^, ^Sec. IV provides ..that ■: "The President, 'Vice President ^M : i'&- 
/'"^# nd all "Civil .officers may be removed from office on' IMPEACHMENT for "and ''^>: ■■v'-'f> . 
*> JiSP 00 ^ 011011 ^^?^ 6 ® 801 ^ Bribery or *>ther high crimes and ^demeanors," "- ■? ^4 

; %^: :: :S ■' '■■'■*'■ ■-- ' ;v %?** ;e ^°P e ^ he cr y of ^Impeachment Now" will echo end re-echo '■' '"■ ■'"' ; -'% 
-v.; *gjfihrough the nation these lest weeks of the 78th Congress. There are 'some \^- : "; H % 
'■;., '^^ZIZ Republicans in Congress and many, Democrats who would gladly .be relieved ■ ;/ 
■■^S^- of .the present leadership ... • W6 considered the idee of getting buttons with"' •'# 
^^"IMPEACKM^TNOTPV^sprinted on them end possibly eome thing else. We also : - • : .-" ; 
^ ^Reconsidered getting ;OUt handbills for- street distribution. The main effort ...f/ 
tt tJT of course *will *e ..to get -people sending in demands to the' Congressmen. A ,31 

Vv;^I em hoping &o get to Petroit shortly, *but I would like to go ; -to VTashing ton ^i yf^ 
^gjalso if ^ngress : remains on the^Job. '>.:JThere is much I would like to idiscuss >' ^'4 
, ^pwith you;W0hJ .1 almost forgo t." I did ^receive that cesh from you before leevingl 
^Spf or Washington ^in^June, but 'thought you were referring to" e later communication V '"' 
i Jj|l must .have :told^rou of /receiving "it when writing to you at "th^t^me'^-v : - ;££■-■ "'■' - 
I ^In haste and ^hoping to see you soon , I ;, r ema in Sincerely ,' ; fp 
■ 7 #fWm» way to END WAR iiiouU the TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH^j^MTHpiG'4UT THE TRUTH." 
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date: Hovember 25> 1944 



SAC, Detroit ... 

tfMpftm**--*- <UBJBCT: GERALD L, K. SMITH, with aliases 

1% j INTERNAL SECURITT - 

SECURITT MATTER 



*i 




SEDITIOH 



In view of Bureau letter of October 6, 1944, indi- 
cating the desire for additional information concerning Subject's 
•Eastern representative," RALPH^SAERUAN, there is being enclosed 
herewith a biographical sketch of RAEffl/Aff. This sketch was r -ft 

furnished bJM wm^mmmm^—m^ v w 




this biographical 
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closure (1) 
cc- Washington Field 

Enclosure (1) 
62-1126 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED 
DATE-^i^^-BYi^^*^ 
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\ Office Memofwdum • united st/jes government 



TO 
SUBJECT: 



* Director, FBI " 

SAC, Detroit 

GERALD L. K. SMITH 
^ AMERICA PIBST PABTI 
INTERNAL SBCDRITT 
SEDITION 



»*y- 

,->■{■ 



DATE: Jfoveaber 28, 



..... j 



. ■ * ■ .raff.. _„.. _ 

AIR MAIL - OggHgaOTAX; . 

H«- ■*,-»» 

■1. > '*cn°irKt^p 












By letter dated November 21, 1944, we have 
connection of the Subject SMITH with the plan of 
Presidential election declared invalid. 




icat ed the possible 

to have the J?7o , 



advised tlfet on November 25 , 1944! 
that he had cone early n ao that he 
SMITH shortly. 

A confidential infor 
acquainted with the activities of 
statefl that a 



whose identity is known to the Bureau, \ n * 
f .was in contact with SMjTH, stating h /v 
get sore done" and that he would see i?0^ 





that' 

rectej ^properly, 



SMITH, 
be en worffi ryg"7tfi.rri 

t} £}Ell^®E!nj^^ would . 

a succes sf tujjonclusion of t heir eTrprtsT According to informant, SMITH 
^n^jaied "that he would "have anlmportant part in the future efforts to jwt 
j[ I plan into effect. 




v 

x a^ 

rl ■ 



declared invalid for failure 



to have the Presidential election 

io list the names of electors of twenty-one states. 

had been in contact with o^f^ 




I fl L§ »** oth «r persons in Detroit, this was the f^s^Ume^that SMITHV, ^Y^W 

[ pBTTaken an active pert in his plan. ^ & ^ ^Z^^J /£.*- 



Pi 



Informant stated that although 

will leave Detroit in the -mexth d»j * 

HEREIN IS WI31ASSIF1ED ^ 

HATF »H«r. Mai^oKr 



According to informant, 
or two and will make his heado. 
Chicago, Illinois, from whic 
cOfriSs DESTROYED 

*0u off io 4^4 
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Of fict »e«3r*adu« to Director 
Xor«JBb«r 28, I9U 



t«l OSIALD L. K. MOTH 
AMERICA nBST PABTI 

urrmNAL sacuRrrr 

3EDITI0& 



^■, 



«1 



Lo. An«.l.», ClifornU. Infor«nt •o«ld not ^^'■ffg*'^^ 
to whM this »•»»» ■"■"i' 1 ** *** lBt0 opotmIoo. ^*™ W "~* M " 







A. « obtain i V further inforaatlcn oone.mlng SMITH'S octlYitl.i 
aloi« thl* lino, ■« will forward »ueh lnf oraotlon to jrou. 
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JPH.-EV * 14102 • 

6?^38l8 617 

Aaaiataat Attorney Otaml Too 0. CUrt 
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*»*» H«ftr Sooror, Slrootor * *4*r«l 



«PUII> L* K. «MITHi TB AXSBISA. IMS? MKTTj 
UTKRIAL SKORITTj flXDXfXOV 



Of XKTMtl^tloa 




B»f«rtAO» lo ■*&• to mj nMtt imrnlw la tola 
Uw oo»Monlo»tlo n of BoptoJbtr «6, 1*4, o»ptiooo4 

_^_ ootUaii* oartola i*f «mUm roeol*»4 
ropcrto* ylM to IrUs •^mt ■» ofoot of tfao milU of to* r»<*&t ?ml- 
iontlol KUetloa. To* will rt«tU toot «g too ygoriom mm/cm** iml t 
•gjifUoilj with tfc* *ot©rt#a »!■» of f| HI*"* *B B 

■I U e rr— e uc t mAttn o w tlng* t* ?l«f of too foot toot 1b too 
rooont ft*o*14«&tlal IlMtioo mam tvtnty-ow iUt«t allftgfrday ffcll»4 to 
flaot tU mm of rtoiltrntlol Utoton om toolr fcolloto. 



IflUbU oafl omfUtstial 
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Vb akto now 

itloo that 
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Mr. To 
Ur. E 
Mr. C 

v?#£ Mr. Udd 
..•';; Mr. Nichols 
'.;. ;\ Mr. Rosen " 

">'■■■;. Mr. Tr»cy 

Mr. c*rson 
. Mr. &ran 




Mr, Hendon 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Qulnn 
Mr. Nau* 



Hi tfco orent «• roeolvojuy •AUtleml iota witt roftrow* to tfelo 
I ohall, of oeraroo, ocyIsci 
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.'5 ~ : 7 ^" 

"■"" ' ' ' 14101 • n 

62-13818 617 

_w BAC, ©•treit _ „ 

: o*3«* Dtooib«r 2, 19^ 

W»n X*e*r Bc*r»r, Director - I*d*ral Bw*a» ©f itamti^tlM 

CEBAID L # r. EKTTRi 
AimiCA F3BST MBTT; 
ETEEREAL SKCHirrj 

-« + i« * ^f***** li —** *<> roar l«tt«rt Jiteft lorraber 21 aM 28 l<Ai 

'-c&i.Sr**" te J**"" 1 * «■ «»f««ti«. of thu *„», «d „, „,„_ 
" !T **?" tot> rf »««»«". *~Pl«W t*. B»« pr^ptl, i«f«S« 

v. «.■ t f ,T1 rn 

• •' n-fl J o c^ 

» / . "" 1 . ''f' \2 

■ S? - All IK«TI0N CONTAINED I - 1 ~ 

-::::. y HEREiK IS UNCLASSIFIED ; " i* 

-wLf ^ ' DATE-w^^Y^M^ |J(.^ 

*•'"*€.; I ' ' ' . -S- 

.^<?V ^ ! L < 
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: . *.' -i. r-±ici£i*lii . „'_ X Vw .;. , 
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Mr. ?cl»«n. 
"*f^v_ g Tun*- 
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£ Office Aiemorandum • united siates gove&meni 
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S:ii;,:i 
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Director, FBI 
SAC, Detroit 



date: Decenfcer T lV '19U 

j-'il.'. Rff'j-'j 



subjecT; GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY 

INTERNAL SECURITY -G 
SECURITY' ilATTER - SEDITION 



The enclosed is the campaign card of WILLIAM C. 
^ICHARDSON, a candidate for State Senate fro m the" 12th 
District on the AKStICA FIRST PARTY ticket. 



Mr. Carton 

Mr. E:TM 

Kr. L'lr.i?-.:. 
Mr. r*n»:S . -»:l . 

Mr. Qv.inn T*c-n 

Sir. N«: ie ... 

Bliss litatlv 





■ sg^jg^^w-. 







,^' V I" *X3f"T" 

•••>" KC 4719 



s^o? Dser 



f!944 ' 




, . 




William C »*••*" " 

" !! , I «m asm «» Bislt ' rt 

tnMXr hr WW ^»» . Tlt k bt 

Vote *■ ' trBt ^ tA MBS 
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PT. M'teS' VQ:e Of The Hour 

--• "THE ELECTION FaScE DID NOT DECIDE ISSUES 

EACLM. JUSTICE OH NEW DEAL 1ACJAI INJUSTICE 
BEUGIOUS FREEDOM OR NEW DEAL PLAYING POLITICS 
WITH ANTI-HEUGION 
NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY OB NEW DEAL DYTESNATIONAJ. DfTRlGrjE 

A NEGOTIATED TOST PEACE OH NEW DEAL ONCONDITIONAJ. 
8 OR RENDU 

Forget yow pollttce. and fein or support Capt Edward M3W Ganiral 
ComnltlM To Decide The Issues. (For mere details null 10 centaj 

Honorable Gentlemen of the Seaal* and CoogrtH tad Fallow Americans! 

1 wish to remind TOO and iB mankind, that tha Churchlll-Stalla. 
Booa*T«lt-H)U]aaiu Ignore lis* Jurisprudent FACT, that consent only tu make 
law. And Ihe Daman tact tKat consent only can maka a haft peace. And thai 
oflt army and navy with the halp oi Industry and iarmers al homo had woo 
tha tu In Europe lor V. 8. A. before th# Invasion ot France. And that our 
army, navy, industry and farmers had won tha war In tba east before the 
lt-vaaion ol tha Philippine*. And they aceompllshad lid* under the great 
handicap of poor POLITICAL leadership and lack of statesmen at homo. 

With tilts much aa a preamble I submit six exhibits that give you fbo 
ocnital rule oi action that 1 will take In helping yon to obtain for U. 8. A, a 
quick victory and a lust peace. Book No. I. My Humane Attitude- ■ No. t. 
My Foundation. No. 3, My Ideology. No. 4, My Foreign Policy. No. S. My 
jr^tform. And the Evidence. 1835 to date. 

The ~>»t thing I can do a to help you end the playing politics with 
race and religion that has been going on, •specially by the New Deal, for 
Ike last 12 years. We can start this by letting sach have their proportional 
representation in government (See book No. I.) Aside from this let each 
state, nationally, and country, internationally, work out than- own racial and 
religious problems. (I direct your attention to plant 28. book No. 5.) In othot 
words, race and religions leaders (locally) know what Is best It is not for 
you or me to ludge which is bast, or U it is to be called a religion or 
fraternal order, ot which books or versions oj them is correct For that would 
be interference, and lhe only hopes of mankind is the cooperation with, and 
between, religions. /:; 

Tha second thing T can help yon to do (since 1 am for plank 30, book /\ 
No. S) with background and past record that can be trusted nationally "and"*"- 5 " 
lntamatlonallv. Stop the slaughter of American youth by brinoing about « 
just negotiable peace, that will be beat fe^JJtfllA. and all mankind's future 











#'.'3* 




8m book Mo. u JL '._, jfcf* -*.«; 

Mr pert oC_P>*u to belp you llipirilloii between nations ia- 

on th# rarlsprudrDc* — FACT— that ctuaenl only (of all aml-eroSd) £ _ 

workabfe taw. And (he human— FACT— that consent only Jof «JJ eSsi^l 
can make * workable peace. \ 

to adhere to theae TACTS we must allow all neutral eounlr'ae, uj-reibjk 
with Ireland, Sweden, Turkey. 6witi»il*r*d, and Ar^er.l'na, &» mom pro- 
portional put In lb* federation. (See pa?* 14, book Ho. 1.) 

To adher* to theae FACTS wo moat allow the 0. S. *., CHlns. Enjlaui 
and Buaels tbo ium proportional rights In tbo federation. (See pane 14 
book Ho. 14 

To adhere to these FACTS w» must allow German*, Austria. JW- »*«l 
Japan tbo aama proportional rights In tba federation. (See page 14, book No. 14 

For these reasons wa moat allow countries hjraded, to~eth«r wrth P->"»- ', 
Greece, Finland, Norway. Denmark. Franca, Philippines, India and the BaJkana 
fba sana proportional rights In too federation. <See page 14. book No. I.) 

We moat do all In our power to balp. encourage and foster free press 
and free speech, nationally and internationally. At the i'm« tics* tfer-'-o 
«nd spread Practical Brotherhood aa a common road of undemanding. This 
was towMl In seven line spark I dlatributad around \a» world on tie peat* 
voyage oi Sturdy, fall of 1 928 to spring ol 1932, (See page 9, book No. 2.) 

Our oera treatment Is the leleat election FABCE helps us to understand 
people that have become our enemies, from a long line of broken promises. 
and are now fighting us tke demons with the streDgifa ol fanatic* to not take 
any more promisee from those we can not, do not and should not, believe or 
trust ourselves, 

^Ilonorable Gentlemen of the Senate, Congrea* and Fellow American* 
Sooetf t RKJLbHT gave u* no chance to nominate at either convention a fc oT 
the press ana* radio publicity, or there would hare bean elected i/ « big 
majority a statesman president, a political leader aa good a* ws-uare leading 
our army, navy. Industry and iarajera. The way outlined here la the way to 
decide fbe twos*. 

Justice b Tbo Bopo Of All Who Suffer And The Dread Ol All Who Wrong 
11) BE JUST AND FEAH NOT 

IZ) SOPPOBJ AND GET THESE VOICES TO THE ATTENTION OF AU 

POSSIBLE 

(3) MAIL 10c FOB MOBE DETAILS 

M) SUPPOHT AND JOIN CAPT. MILES' CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO 

DECIDE THE ISSUES 

sbs CapL Miles, 716 W, Madison Street Chicago 6, HJ, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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:Sfc. 



TO 



®;lii £~** 



PROM 






Director, FBI 
SAC, Detroit 



I.:*. 



A. T«irm. 
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:^{J* 
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subject: GERALD L. K?SMITH 
^AMERICA FIRST PARTI; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SEDITION 
(Bureau file 62-43818) 




DEC&ASSin. 

or SL 



date: November -Ifli-WWj 

|3ST.C«fl«7 

My- Glavlft — 

Mr. t*dd 

Mr. Nlchob 

Kir. Boasn 

Mr. TtbsY 

Mr. ^ar««« -— — - 

Mr. £*«» - 

■»"r. I'.-udoo 



<McT>M- 



CCftffirEWZtAL 



i/nri 



:o'f?t & " 
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ELIZABETH 'DILLING of Chicago, now on trial for sedition in 
Washington, D, C„ a poke at the B ook Cadillac-Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, 

whose identity is known to the Bureau, atlSn^^^HSenn^an^^ate^tne 
attendance in his opinion was about, 700, There was no picketing or other 
disturbance prior to or during the meeting, although certain Communist 
organizations had threatened to throw a picket line around the hotel, 

DILLING was introduced by the Subject who stated that she 
was the best informed woman in the United States on subversive activities, 
DILLING f s remarks consiste^i^cipally ofa denunciation _of the sedition 
trial and a numger~of song a _an<Q>ogma r idle ulingjthe judge' and other persons 
connected wittTthe triaXTTlLLlkS attacked the Jews "and the Comminists 
vigorously and, according to informant, is very witty and clever in her 
presentation ot these songs and skits. Informant did not believe any of 
her remarks were seditious and she did not direct any criticism at the ) 

administration or the conduct of the war. There was only one soldier in-^rf — 
uniform, a First Class Private, in the audience, /"* 

At the conclusion of her talk, a resolution w as unaniaonaly 
passed by those_4>resent_ca,lJ4J\g_for_a_ae^ of the 

sedition ..trial. Subject stated he would present this "resolution to the 
Judiciary Committee of the United States -Senate At an e&rly date. 

The Detroit News and tnVTTeTr%tFreeH P res s carr ftjac count ST?" 
of the meeting, the Free Press printing also a picture of DILLING. The7,uvnr *• -» 
Detroit News referred to the meeting in its headline as "3mith Stars '^p^ j 
Dilling in Song and Prance Act," This paper quoted DILLING as having said 
that there has not been a single piece of evifdef&e introduced as yet at 
her trial to support a charge of secUti<8fiC°f' J/\2 - $3%/ ( f~ 

Relative to the total Vote d^ained'oy Subject andtn%e, 
various candidates on the A1ER1CA FIRST PARTI ticket inUicklgan iir 
recent' election, please be advised that a canvass of votes is 
being made by the various election commissions in this, sta 
be completed for about thirty days. Until such time /the' 
for minority parties will not be deten^e^ rt JQien.theitott 
for Subject's party has been detsndfli^^ 
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Assistant Attorney General Ton C« Clark 

Attention t l!r. 0. John Bogge 
John Edgar Hoover^- Vi rector, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

JSP* 

i?7< 




< 



The Rireou has been advised that Era. Dilling was a 
at a reeting of Oerald L, K. Smith's An« rica First Party held 
I9hk, at the Book Cadillac Hotel In Detroit, W-chigan. 



guest speaker 
on Noveriber l£ # 



Reportedly, there wore appro*! nately 700 persons in attendance at 
this Tweeting and, after being introduced by Oerald L. K. a&ith, l'rs. Dilling 
directed her reaarks prinarily to a denunciation and ridiculing of the above— 
captioned trial. KeportecQy, she sang several songs and recited poetry be- 
littling the Judge and other persons officially connected with the case* 

Our source of information further reported that at the conclusion of 
Mrs* Dilling's address a resolution was unanimously adopted by those in 
attendance at the nesting calling for a "Sonatorial investigation of the 
sedition trial, 11 Trior to leaving t:>e meeting place, lira* Dilling indicated 
she would present this resolution to the Senate Judiciary Corrdttee at an 
early date* 



Ci 



According to our source of infomation, the Detroit "ens, a local 
newspaper, referred to the meeting vr'th tho headline, "Siaith Stars Dl Idling ;.- 
in Song and Prance Act." The artiale quoted Irs. Dilling as having stated W- 
that there had not been "a single fiece of evidence" introduced as yet inJ 3 ^ 
tho seditl on trial "to support a charge of sedition.* f 1 y . ^ 
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Office "Memorandum • uL* 




TO 



FROM 



Director, FEI 




•A 



SAC, Detroit 

SUBJECT: GFRA1D l. K. S11ITH, with aliases 
TU^H&ERICA *IRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER 

SEDITION 



<i 







*£ 



iww. JVERNMENT 

date: DccejTl ber 9, 1944 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
«N g OHOLASSIFIED 



i) 



In accordance with your recent request, the following information was 
obtained tod^y by discreet inquiry. It was impossible to get this 
information prior to today, since the official canvass of votes cast 
by all parties in Wayne County was not published until yesterday. The 
statement of the official canvasser of Wayne County, which covers the 
City of Detroit, indicates that 875,093 votes were cast for President 
in r:ayne County and that SIMTH received 691 vo tes. This was the lowest 
total received by any candidate, except "the one representing the Prohi- 
bition Party, who polled 650 votes -in Hayne County. The parties having 
candidates on the ballot in addition to the Democratic and Republican 
parties were prohibition, Socialist, Socialist Labor and America First 
Party. 

The following tabulation shows in the lefthand column the number of 
votes cast in the Wayne County section for the State Officials indicated 
and in the righthand column the America First party candidates and , the 
number of votes received by him. 



875,119 Marion 71? 

852,658 Vose 685 / 

849,598 Doraan " 679 v 

842,665 T Veber 747 s 

- 841,512 Charles J. Smith 825 

840,810 Blanchard ' : Xi-TV£j&* '** *- 

BTO2 OTSK 
The America First Party candidates for each of the above offices received 
the smallest number of votes obtained by any candidate for the respective 



Governor 

Lieutenant Governor 
•Secretary of State 
Attorney General 
State Treasurer 
Auditor General 



offices. 



fORDE3 
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The party's candidates votes received ffcr the State- Senate are listed 
below. In the lefthand column is the gjsnatorial district and the total 
votes cast for aj.1 candidates and in tSe-righthahbT column appears the 
America First Party candidate and the number of votfes cast. 



Second District 
Fourth District 
'Fifth District 



89,450 
78,882 

102,820 



saw e^r 



LeonfeJ Ubhnson 88 
Maryl/Hiller ' ~ " 68 ' 
Kathleen F» Jennings 



74 
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2>no, Director 
December 9, 1944 



Re: 



eighteenth District 
Twenty- first District 



194,815 
153,926 



GERALD L. X. S1QTH, with aliases 

TUT? LX^Tl-m. vrVW V.'-O'yv 

i:,T5R\'AL CEC'JRITY - G 
SZCU?wTY l^TTSR 

SEDITION 



John C. Staraha 120 
Ona A. Condi t 93. 



7'ith the exception of Leona Johnson, who holds the second Icwest number 
of votes in her district, each of the above candidates received the 
scaliest number of votes received by any candidate for that particular 

office. 

The America First party slate of candidates for representative i^ the 
First District received from a iri.nir.um of U9& to a maximum of 554 votes 
each. There were twelve crndidctes on the party slate. The victorious 
Democratic candidates recpivfd a total of 400,000 votes each and the 
Republican candidates about 250,0X vote3 each. The votes received by 
the America First I-arty candidates were the lowest of all candidates 
for the office. 

It was ascertained that the official canvass and tabulation for the en- 
tire State of Michigan will be completed and published probablv within 
the next four or five days. As soon ~.s these figures are available, 
they will be furnished to you. 
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I } Office Isfemorandum • united states government 



TO 

nfo¥L 



Director, FBI 



DATBt December 12, 19U 



OM 



SAC, Detroit 

subject: ^GERALD L. K, SMITH, 
^AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITIOtf 



A 
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f /^ 



J 



i 
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The following additional information concerning the 
votes obtained in Michigan by the Subject and hiaoarty in the 
recent presidential election was contained In therftetroit Free 
Press this morning. The instant item stated thai/out of a total' 
of 2,153*244 votes cast for the office of Secretary ot State, 
The American First Party polled 1,549. Under the Michigan law, 
a political party must obtain one per cent of the total vote 
cast in order to remain on the ballot and when SMITH'S party 
did not do this, it will automatically be dropped from the ballot 
in Michigan in the next election. The other minority parties, 
namely, the Prohibition, Socialist, and Socialist Labor parties, 
also polled leas than the required one per cent, but only the 
socialist Labor party polled fewer votes than the American First 
Party. 

For the office of president of the United States, 
2,205 t 223 votes were cast' in Michigan with ROOSEVELT getting 
1,106,899 and DEWEY 1,084,423. SMITH obtained 1,530 votes, which 
was the second lowest total received by any candidate for the 
office in Michigan. > 

If more detailed information concerning the number of 
votes polled by other America First Party candidates is desired, 
it will be necessary to make inquiry at the office of Secretary 
of State, In the event you wish this done, please advise to this 
effect. 
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62-U918 - k 2- f 

SAC, Detroit Deocnbcr 23, l?Ui 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

arnjiLD l. k« sjtthj ajthtca first partyi 

IKTCRNAL SECURITY j SEDITION, 

Reference le nade to your letter of Decenber 12, l?Ui, wherein, conplyln 
with a previous Bureau request 9 you set forth certain data, appearing In the local 
public press, ae to the number of votes polled by the Juaerica First Party, Tou 
pointed out that should nore detailed information be required, it would be neoessa 
to contact the office of the Secretary of State for the State of Michigan. 

This is to advise you that the Rireau's request relative to this 
particular phase of the matter has now been satisfied, and, accordingly, it is not 
desired that any investigation or any other inquirirs, official or otherwise, 
be rade as to the showing of subject and hip followers during the recent election. 
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SUBJECT: 




INFORMATION CONCERNING 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
date: December 8, 1944 

LL INFORMATION COOTJUNEf 
DATE-^L/e^-B^fw| 

On December 8, 1944, V Bf Extension 3D 35, Enforce- 

ment Division, OPA, called the Director's Office and -was referred to the 
interview room concerning the referral of a letter to OPA on October 17, 
which was written by the subject* . ^ „ , 

According to J || under date of October 11, 1944 jkr pent 

a letter to the Director containing many accusations against Gerald L. xJ^Smith 
and some of his followers in Louisiana^T^was alsostate^inthis letter that 
these followers of Smith,, namely^ || andW WL drive cars- 

without gas rations and "hot rubber tires and other thingsT'^j^opy of the 
letter was referred to OPA, particularly with reference to the possible viola- 
tions of rationing regulations, 

V I said tta^hehad just received a letter from his New 

Orleans office advising that| | denied ever writing such a lette r to the C 

F3I and claimed that it was a" plot to discredi t him in t he community. IV 
also stated that he had received a letter fromV B denying ever havK^^nt 

the original communication. It seems that whenth^^Ru-eau referred the original 
letter to OPA that agency also sent an ack nowledgement to the correspondent and 
the denial to OPA was in reply. I ftald that in order to clear this matter ' 

up he would like to have the ori^na^TWter so he could then determine 
signatu re on the original letter and the letter he just received fromC 
whether^ tf did, in fact, write the letter to the Bureau dated Q<r 

1944. ^^^» 



Jjefromthe 
)ctober^ffr 



j 



The Bureau files were checked and it was ascertained that 62-43818-569 
was the original letter referred to above and ^-alff^-ffffl T 00 the referral to 
0?a, both of which were handled by Supervisor J. P* Hanratty. No value is placed 
on this original letter according to Supervisor Hanratty who was contacted and 
it may be returne^asfar as the case of Gerald L. K« Smith is concerned. The 
writer calle<| land he was told that the original letter was in our \ 

files but dUspositionwould have to be determined bv^^articular division of V) 
the Bureau and he would be advised in a few days. | ■ suggested as ajfrAltea^j 

native that he send the letter he has received ^romtnecon ' ' 

Bureau for handwriting comparison with the 
cation of October 11, 1944» 

As far as the Security Division is conc5^ied, there" is no* object^ 
to returning this original letter since it is of no value to tiierpeflding 
case of Gerald L« K« Smith*. 



correspondent to tfltyQtp Dj 



the signature on the original communi- y 
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rake such other arrangements irtiiHa^Sar^il^SHe^^^^^^^^ 0PA ° r 
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Rosen 

Pennington 
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ords Section 

Bachman 

Bellino 

J. F. Carroll 

Gunsel 

Hair 

Hayden 


Ident, Division 
Crime Statistics 
_ .. Crime Records 
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Mr 
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Mr, py/p, Scott 
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Mr 


Mr/ P. J. Shine 
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Uf. R. K, Smith 



-Mr. M. H. Horton 
-Mr. S. H. Horton 
.Mr. Kennedy 
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Dtceriber Uj # l^Ui 
Mr, Chester Bowlea 



■GO! 4 JIlBJKTlAir"' 



> Administrator 
Office of Price Adnlnl stratioo 



Attention! i*r# H« B« DUnond 



Farther reference is node to this Itarcaa's ira.oramhn of October 17, 19 lh t 
trangclttine_Jbr your inforaa tlon c opies of a letter received by th5a Bureau frorl M 

under date 

or October 11, I9hk* Tou will recall that this conruni cation contained certain 

ref*ro\ee3 pertaining to caaoline rations, "hot rubber tires," and "other thinge" 

in the state of Louisiana. £,7< 

Pursuant to a telephonic request nade by ■ to of the Enforceraenl 

DiviB5on of the Of floe, of Price Administration on Decenber H t lB5# the orielnal of 
letter to ua is attached hereto for your Information. 

Enclosure 
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TO 



.> 



Director, FBI 



^flfeM 



AIL MFIHrO CONTAIN 
HEREiN IS ufiOJ^IFIED 



DATE: 



SAC, Detroit 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G ' ' 

SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 




5Tr. Cj-cy. 



,:r. Filch ott„ 

",r. Hr»»*a _.-...—.. 
M/. Tr»«"y i — 

>. Car* on 




The following info mat ion has been received f: 

whose Identity is knom to the Bureau, concerning %h« actiirita.es 

of Subject SMITH during the period from November IS to December 5, l*944j~ia— 

elusive. . l i 7 b 

Although he devoted considerable effort to his campaign as a 
candidate for President of the United States on the America First Party ticket, 
SMITH does not appear particularly concerned about hie failure to win the 
election. While no official count of the rote obtained by the America First 
or any other minority party has, as yet, been made in Michigan, an article 
in the Detroit *Fr*9 Press" stated that the unofficial count for Wayne County, 
(the county in which Detroit is located) indicated that the America First Party 
polled 619 votes, ^<^->^i— <£ 

• iFONTAIHE and five other candidates on the Part^tickeThave 
told SMITH, according to informant, that they were willing to put up $100 each 
to fight against having the party barred from the ballot in the future. Ac- 
cording to Michigan law, a political party must obtain a certain percentage 
of total votes cast in order to remain on the ballot in succeeding elections* 
SMITH states that while his votes were thrown away and not counted, it would -^ 
be foolish to fight concerning this matter sice "they could put up a million /•' 
for every dollar we could raise*. Dr» LELAKdWaRION, who was the Party's 
candidate for governor of Michigan, is going tjp demand a recount since he is 7 
reported to have received only 449 votes and SMITH only 185 votes in Oakland 
County* SMITH has tried to dissuade MARIOS from doing this but MARICK apparently 
is willing to go ahead with his plan and is willing to spend as much as $500 to 
pat this plan into effect, MARION thinks that the demand for a recount will 
create a sensation* ^ 



In connection with his political activities, SMITH is still \% 
receiving communications requiring him to file statements under the Corrupt 
Practices Act* oo c < gcOHD Ei) 

* 

Honorable CLINTON P* AflDERSOH, Chslistfafi^of „«„ a w*w ^vm*^** 
on campaign expenditures states that SMITH has not yejtflftfrnished his off fee 
with the necessary records of campaign expenses as required by.lawi -ANDERSON'S 
Committee has been given a copy of the report sent by SMITH to a similar Com- 



' the House Committee 



1 
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Memorandum to the Director 
Decant) er 8, 19 A4 



Ret GERALD L. K. SMITH; 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 



cittee of the United States Senate which shows expenditures by SMITH of 
$39,370.65 in connection with his campaign. ANDERSON is not satisfied with 
this report since the expenditures are not itemised as required by law. 



of fWe, 




Mrs. GRACE JBILLDCS of Chicago, who is secretary of f»We, the _ 
Mothers Mobilize for America, Inc." was in contact with SMITH and Outlined 
to him a plan which is being fostered by her organization and which hat, as 
its purpose, the testing of the legality of the recent Presidential election. 
BILLINGS claims that her organization, which is backed by many people who 
did not like the way the election went, intended to start mandamus proceedings 
in at least one state, and possibly in as mlny as twenty-one states and that 
they desire to have SMITH help them. UPTONi CLOSE, the radio commentator, 
has promised to devote radio time to thie spit if it is filed. The basis 
for the suit will be that these twenty-one itates failed to list on their 
ballots the names of their Presidential electors in the recent election. 
According to BILLINGS, this is contrary to the United States Constitution 
and invalidates the election. (Thie plan has been previously reported in 
the c urrent investi gation being conducte d by the Det roit Field Division on 

Bureau file number M W l^ 

who is supposed to be handling this mandamus suit 
for the BILLINGS organization, was in Detroit on November 25, and contacted 
SMITH. 

In accordance with the\re solution passed at SMITH'S recent 
meeting in Detroit at which ELIZABETH piILING was the featured speaker, SMITH 
has advised DILLING that he intended tip follow out this resolution and to 
present to the Senate Judiciary Committee a petition calling for a Senate 
investigation of the Washington Sedition Ttial. DILLING stated tnat she 
had some recent information concerning JOE picWILLlAlE and GEORGE DETTHRIDGE 
(Sedition Trial Defendants) and that these jindividuals had lost iheir jobs 
at the Central National Bank (city not indicated) because the Jews had 
started a run on the bank in protest to the bank having hired these individ- 
uals. SMITH told DILLING that the America First Party was going fine; that 
the membership had not dropped off and that all his members seemed to have 
remained loyal to him. 

SMITH is interested in obtaining all available copies of 
DILLING ' s book, "The Octopus" and she is to send him the 1500 or 2000 copies 
which she still has. She will ship him U00 copies per week starting on 
the tenth of December for which she will be paid $140.00. DILLDG said the 
book has more consolidated information on "kikes" than she has ever run 
across and that it would be fine if they could spread about 1,000,000 of these 
books over the country before they were stopped, but DILLING says that the 
Jew press in Chicago was making a big 6quawk. 
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December 8, 1944 



BILLING says a he and J probably 

'ewesTern meetings^ 



are laying the ground-work for future 



Ret GERALD ^ K. SMITH* 
AMERICA FIRST PARTI 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITIOS 



her secretary) 




We 



SMITH told DIIXING he was a little disturbed because Senator 
GERAID IJTE did not seem particularly interested in Joining SMITH f e organization 
and worfing along nationalist lines. 



DILL DIG indicated that she was going to Washington for the 
court session on Thursday (time not indicated) and she will fight for the 
sedition trial defendants and take legal steps to have the indictments against 
them quashed. She told SMITH she thought the case would end in a mis-trial 
but that anything could happen. 





SMITH has also been in contact with 
of the Ford MotoriCompany, who has been a cloee associate; of hi» t 

[know to the Detroit Field Division as|_ ^_ 
,^___^^^^__^^___„- *&& that he had aboul 
books on the political creed for the Republican Party. He sends 
out postal cards to his friends asking them to sen d in the nam es of eij 
other people who might be interested in his work, fl | says] 
works on his om with no other help and does not holo^ny meetings, 
did not know what he was doing at present, 

SMITH inquired concerning JULIET K.j HAMMOND and was told by 
she had formerly run for Congress on the Republican ticket and had a 
good following; that she had nationalistic tendencies, and belongs to the 
rightist cause and is definitely an ti -Communist. 




told SMITH that he saw J B(fon»r invest!- 

gatorfor^heDies Committee) in Detroit on November 15 and November 18, and 
that! pwas working with a man from New York who was also formerly 

with tneDies Committee; that they were out here to endeavor to learn whether 
SMITH was interested in the Political Action Committee. They discussed 
HERMAN JCRANDALL who calls himself "The American Savior", and that the articles 
supposedly written by CRANDAll were actually signed by DOROTHYjWARING. SMITH 
stated that the Gallup Poll had conducted a survey recently to (measure the 
growth or decline of anti-Semitism and the results showed that antijpemitism 

/had increased seventy-four per cent. SMITH sincerely believes that/BROTDER and 

/HUXMAN won the election for ROOSEVELT. 



, it ? 



/ 
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SMITH'S furthei interest in anti-Semitism was indicated in a 
discussion he had with GEORGE JFCS TEH of Chicago known as "Constitutional 
Americans*. I 

FOSTER told SMITH he was haying some trouble in Chicago with 
the Jews and that they had been instrumental in forcing him out of the Atlantic 
Hotel where he had been holding his meetings, and that in the past two months 
he had been forced out of seven meeting places as a result of Jewish activity 
against him. The principal persons active agakjs^FQSTra are a group from 
the Anti-defamation League headed by a eertainB ■ from New York City, 

whohadbeen mixed up "in the Senator Walsh ibd&iness". SMITH remembered 

M FOSTER stated he had contacted^ ( and accusecMjimoJ 

interferBB with his, FOSTER'S cons t it utionfT rights. He told| |that 

if the latter wanted FOSTER to match hi* with hoodlums, FCBTER would over- 
match him. He told SMITH that the Jewish War Veterans, the Jewish Sentinel, 
and the Anti-defamation League seemed to be the principal forces behind the 
trouble. SMITH inq uired as to whether or not his name had been mentioned 
and FOSTER said that! I commented upon a speech SMITH made in Chicago 

saying, "You know wha^iBirrong with him", referring to SMITH. 

SMITH has begun sending letters to his followers in Chioago 
telling them that they have been shut out of that city; that a reign of 
terror has been instigated by the Jews, and that a censorship has been set 
up to prevent them from getting their case to the newspapers. SMITH said 
he was doing this in order to arouse his followers* 



SMITH inquired about 
bein^janoperative". FOSTER though" 
thatlj Bbad been indulging in som e 
from^oBl^eople in Detroit that 
nothing about this angle. 



ie his follower i 

;ht that | W\ 
me indiscretioi 



whom he has suspected of 
fwas all right. SMITH said 
.ons and that he had heard 
fwas flush with money. FOSTER knew 



,| According to informant, SMITH has made some efforts to contact 

BIILjMcKEEGAN, a prominent political figure in the state of Michigan. Appar- 
ently he has not been successful in reaching McKEBGAN. 




He spoke top ■ former executive of the 

Ford Motor Company, concerning the articles called "The International Jews" 
which had been published in the "D earborn I ndependent" some years ago and 
subsequently issued in book form. ■ If did not know whether the book 
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had been copyrighted. He stated that thelKu Klux Klan had attempted to use 
these booklets In Georgia eome time ago bfat had been stopped by the local 
authorities, SMITH indicated that] if he ased these articles, he would state 
that they had been takenVfrom the PQearborn Independent" and tte^this news- 
paper is owned by H3JRY fCRD. In answer to SMITH'S inquiry, J (said 

> tnearTi 



leiKi 

bjrt 

s as* 



he did not think FCRD's ILife had been threatened at the time 
were originally published. 



deles 



be 




.SMITH has also been in contact with _^______ 

and an officer of the Koch Laboratories) Incorporated, " (This 
corporation fcnd Dr. KOCH were recently involved in an extended action in the 
Federal Court involving alleged violation of the Pure Food and Drug Act, 
SMITH Has been friendly witl^COCj^or some years.) SMITH arranged to get u 7^ 
some sort of pictures for fl ^ an< * was seised that f 

in Washington and that he ^^etting the run around on his case. 



etill 



i SMITH continues to circulate literature and in addition to 
Octupus" and the articles "The/ International Jews", he has 
ousand additional copies from Senator REYN0U3S of his radio 
speech "Res true ti on of Immigration -. Acquisition of Certain Bases", 

GECRGEjVQSE, SMITH 1 s candidate for Lieutenant Governor of 
Michigan on the Amerila First Party ticket made a speech in Covington, Kentucky 
during the latter part of November on "Labor and Townsend", He also made a 
speech before one hundred ten in Owes so, Michigan, collected $22,00 and got 
twenty-eight subscriptione to SMITH'S magazine, "The Cross and the Flag". 



kef 



DON ILOHBECK, who took over the Job or BERNARD (DOMAN as 
Secretary to SMITH when DOMAN resigned on Novenfcer 3, 1944, las been ordered 
to report to the Big Flats, New York camp for Conscientious Objectors on 
December 5, 1944. LOHBECK has sought legal advice as to whether he could 
avoid being sent to this camp, but according to informant, he apparently is 
now resigned to being sent there and will report for duty on December 5. 
His place in SMITH'S organization will probably be taken by his wife, Mrs , 
VIRGINIA jLOHBECaV- 

I ) 

]SMITH f s son, GERALD Jr. who has been serving in India with 

the United States Army, and whom SMITH has frequently portrayed in hie speeches 
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Memorandia to t'« Director 
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He: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTEl - SEDITICN 



as being persecuted by the Amy becauae of the fact that he ia SMITH* a eon, 
haa written a letter to SMITH at^ting that he will probably be home on a 
furlough shortly after the first of the year. 
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• UNITED a 1ATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: 



D.. !!. Ladd 

.GERALD L. K. SlflTHj THE AKERICA 
INTERNAL SECURITY j SEDITION, 



ALL TOOTI CJ 





Mr. 120 hr 

Mr, Cixson 

Mr, Hendon_ 
Mr. Mumrord_ 

Mr. Jones ~ 

Mr. Qulnn ts. 

Tel*. Room 

Mr. Neaw 
Miss Beaton^ 
Miss Candy 



The following Information, secured from "a technical _ r surveillance 
in the Smith case, shows" that Smith's secretary, Bernard Adman, appeared 
as a witness before the Dies Committee on October 18 last. You will 
note there is .some indication that his being subpoenaed might have been 

caused bjr_,an i de a__ that "theJ^o^iticai Action Committee was behind Gerald _ 

fjj Smith in^ seeking to. v/in voiWaway" fro^Governo^l3ewey." However, ^actually 
i^-~5°^5^°t_a^pear_ that thi s was the "case • .*""" *,*"■■"' " " 

Donianjwas_exanined by Congressman Cqstello and two investigators for the 
Dies _ Cojrmittee Jm'6wn_ as BimihghW "and" Stripling. Ho newspaper reporters were 
present and apparently the' press was not" aware of the fact that Daman had been 
subpoenaed. The Committee Questioned Doman primarily about Smiths funds and 
was advised that Smith's income was' approximately $69QO a year. They asked 
him whether Smith was anti-Semitic and were advised thai in Daman's opinion 
Smith is not anti-Semitic." They. specifically asked poman whether Smith had 
any connection with the Political Action Committee -andin reply Doman advised 
them that he knew of no such connections. Additionally, they inquired as to 
whether^ Smith was in touch with any "important Republican or Democratic politickns" 
and in answering Doman told them that Smith did know a few Congressmen. On the 
whole, the technical surveillance quoted Doman as having said that the Committee 
\ acted as if "they had run on to nothing" and. were merely questioning as a 
("routine J 6b "for the record." - 

Furthermore, this technical surveillance revealed that l.'rs. Dilling, 
m one of the persons in thetr^^^i the sedition case ""at" Washington, contacted , "' 
Smith and_ stated that J & who is^with the Dies Committee and . 

according to past inforaat^wias^een friendly with ITrs. Dilling, told her ..'/. 
that the jrhple .thing had been caused bjrB f nai B'rith. Allegedly the Committee 
felt that it had to play alone? with B'nai B'rith in order to get its appropriation-^ 
and a B'nai B'rith representa tive had told th e Committee that J.t was believed 
that Doman would' testify that B |^ d given Smith large sums of money 

for the purpose of splitting tneTewe^voteT It appears that this was the 
explanation for the appearance of Doman before the Committee. 

' ■ i ~-- 

In the way of observation it may be stated that according to, the / 

information' we have received in the Smith case it does not appear that the Political 
Action Committee has had any connections with Smith. However, the surmise, -t hat v j£\) 1 
Smith "might, have split Dewey's vote would appear to be fairly well foundecf^S ' / t~- 
it was rather generally conceded that any votes Smith might have received would 
have r.robably gone to Governor Dewey not in. the way of active support but in 
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the way of an attack on ?.'r. Roosevelt, 
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ACTTOM i 

In view of the political ramifications involved, the fact that 
this information does not have any direct pertinence to the investigation 
of the instant case, and the further fact that the source of this information 
is extremely confidential, it is not contemplated that this data. will be 
given in any great detail to the Criminal Division. However, a memorandum 
is attac^e'c^Tor^tTie'tlrimihal "Division merely advising them that Doman 
did reportedly appear before .the. .Dips Committee and^ briefly., what, he 
tes , tifiexLj2a..thai ..occasion. 



'fp*-,. 









r i 

■'■:.. * 



! i 






\s 



A 



- 2 - 



. FEDuWAL BUREAU OF 



»^o^ 



Y '.<'■*•■ 



..f*«^" 



r tn Nr>. *_ 

s«si?v.tt,Tu)*r DETROIT, MICHIGAN 





■;■ «.v»- ■.■■■;' ,.;2 



r 



»0«T»**ll«*T 



*J3&23* / ~~m?44 



QglHOIf r«^ Nd? , jfig .Jjat 




GERALD L. K.^SMITO, with aliases; 

THS^aMERICA FIRST PARTI . -■' 




IHTaOJAL SBCDRITT - ft 
SECUHITT MaTTIB 
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SMI1H conducted «£«a*ive • peaking tour tfcrmgh 
Michigan and varioue other Statea dicing peat 
eeveral monthe aa candidate for Preaidiwtt «£ S 
Obited Stataa on AM^ICA FIRST PARTT ticket^. 
In oouraa of tMe tour ha appeared .voluntarily 
and teetified on October 3, l%k 3 before coa- 

- alt tee of House of Rejres ent at ive a investigating 
eazp&igi expenditures* Total vote cast for . 
Party candidates in Michigan not yet officially 
tabulated but will apparently be negligible. 
Ho report of any votes for Party out aide. ©X -■ 
Michigan* SMITH has been in contact recently U 
with numerous nationalist leader a/ *5d***£fc. -*' 
Senatore GSUID HIE and ROBERT REBIGIBS, m4 
. Congressman CURE HOFFMAN, Sponsored talk ta/ 

w ELIZABETH DILLING at Detroit on November 15, 
194^. miUAM ROBJET IffiiH appeared at SMITH'S 
meeting in Detroit on November 3, 1%U» and 
distributed anti-Semitic, anti-Administration 
literature. BERNARD DCUAN, SKIIH'S secretary, 
testified before D^ea Committee on October IB 
and left SMITH'S employ on Mov e mber 
DON LOHBECK, 
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GEORGE VOSE, 
candidate for Lieutenant-Governor of 
Michigan on AMSOCA FIRST PARTT tickBt, la 
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organizer of veterans* group* , has bNQ ndc 
attack in newspapers for conviction by Court 
Martial prior to discharge from. United States 
Army. SMI1H will request Senate Judiciary 
Cosonittee to investigate conduct of- Washington 
sedition trial* SMIBJ looks upon election 
result as opportunity to organise vigorous 
nationalist party* Plans for futtre activities 
include organization of World War n veterans, 
formation of AMERICA FIRST PARTY committees in 
every county in the United States , qualification 
of Party for ballot in every State , and opposi- 
tion to United States* participation in any 
world governing body after present war. 
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) Report of Special Agent 
dated September 27, 19U4, 



i?7^ 



At Detroit. Michigan ! 



>• Following the oonvention of his AMERICA FIRST PARTT held in 

Detroit in August, 1944, SMITH embarked upon an extensive speaking tour 
which carried him to Minneapolis on September 17* IS and 19, to Milwaukee 
on September 20, Chicago on September 21, St* Louis on September 22, St* 
Mary's, Ohio, on September 24, Cleveland, Ohio, on September 27, Buffalo, 
New York, on September 28, Philadelphia on October 1, Baltimore on October 
3, and Pittsburgh on October 6, 1944. The results of these meetings ha-3 -w* 
been set out in reports from the Tarious Field Offices covering these citiea 
and will not be re-atated here* Upon his return to Detroit in October, 
SMITH opened his campaign in the State of Michigan with a meeting at the 
Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, on October 12, 1944. He then went on a speaking v 
tour in the State of Michigan, appearing in Pontiac on October 26, Saginaw 
on October. 27, Bad Axs on October 28, and at Kalamazoo on November 1. The 
results of this latter meeting have been furnished to the ltoreau in a recfft , 
from the Grand Rapida Field Division and will not be set out here* SMITH'S 
final meeting prior to the election was held in Detroit at the Book-Cadillac 
Hotel on November 3, 1944* J v - - . 
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According toJ| pbs* identity 

is known to the Bureau, SKIffl'S new assistant, DCK>JXHBECK, presided at the 
meeting held in Detroit on October 32, 1%A* About i»00 people attended this 
meeting. Seated on the speakers' platform N with S431H were s lftyTOOTHEBS, * 
candidate for State Representative on the P arty ^ e State tic tot, kAET ANN 
->4HLLffi, candidate for State Senate, MHIfflJlAJSttUNGS, chairwoman of tW 
^-^iericanlcation Committee of the/fcq»rican Legion Auxiliary and a candidate 
for State Senate, C. JY^UJTH of BeKlng, Michigan, a candid atef or State 
Treasurer, Dr. IEI/ND EyTflffTCH, candidate for Governor, GEORG^^teSE, can- 
didate for Ueutenant-Ocrernor, WILLIAM C^ftiCHARDSON, candidate Vor^ SUte 
Senate, and HAILACEiG^MHEE, *bo ie SMITHES bodyguard* 



The speakers included C# J. SMITH, GBCRGE TOSE, Dr* 
MARION and SMITH* VQSE appeared in his Army uniform and said that on the 
recent speaking tour in which he appeared with S&TH, he had made prepara- 
tion to organize thejir^terens . of World War II and had net with remarkable 
response. Dr* MARlON stated ha was in favor of union labor but opposed 
Communist leadership of labor, that he favored more liberal treatment of 
the veterans and aged* SMITH discussed in glowing terms the great success 
which he claimed to have achieved on his recent speaking tour and told with 
apparent satisfaction of the incident in New Tork in which he had thrown 
JOHN ROT/PARLSON, author of j*Vndercov er" , out of a press conference in 
SMITH'S hotel room* He also described his appearance before the House 
committee investigating campaign expenditures* He denounced ROOSEVELT for 
having joked about his dog in his first campaign speech at a time when 
•your son and mine are fighting and dying % He ineisted that DE7ET should 
make the "Pearl Harbor mystery* a campaign Issue and should demand the im- 
mediate trial of KTWKL and SHORT* If the facts of the TYtZRT&SJ^aae 
are brought to light, according to SMITH, ROOSEVELT will not have a fourth 
term but will be impeached before election day* 




U. 
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is meeting jnxormanx seated that the 
only literature distributed was a folder setting out the candidates on the 
State and Rational ticket, also a card containing a picture of President 
ROOSEVELT snd criticising him for a statement that American boys ..would not 
be sent into any foreign wars* This card is distributed by SiraTtfjRDAHL 
of 1221 North Capitol Street, Washington, D* C* Copies of this card and ^ 
folder are being sent to the Bureau as enclosures with this report* A 
copy of a letter sent to his followers in October dealing with a meeting 
to be held on October 12 is also being sent as an enclosure herewith* 
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"SMITH on October ^/ 19W;l^th^^^i^^J^^^o3^Jt^'iJ^lg«w This 
Temple i» the church of Dr. J^IAMD^iARIGM, who vu S&I^'S **ndidate for 
Governor. About 500 people were present". Reverend IDTHEft ^SHEFFIELD of the 
Sunshine Gospel Tabernacle, Pontiac, Michigan, gave the Invocation at the 
start of the meeting. Speakers included V06E, MARICK and SMITH. According 
to VQSB, help would be extended first to Americans instead of Chinese, 
Russiane and other foreigners under the AMERICA FIRST PARTT principle. VOSE 
stated he was the first young man in America to advocate adequate pensions 
for old folks. MARION delivered essentially the same talk as that given by 
him at the Book-Cadillac Hotel on October 12. SMITH also delivered essentially 
the same talk as he had given on that date and In addition pointed out that 
VOSE, who had been honorably discharged from the Army, was receiving only 
$30.00 a month pension, while Senator BUTLHt had revealed that the United 
States had spent six billion dollars "boondoggling* In South America. Ihis 
amount, according to SMITH, was sufficient to provide $1,000.00 each for the 
first six million soldiers tobedischarje^fr^o^JieUnite^StateaArftyat -p 
tbeendo^hecresen^w*£. Jf J? ' 

in^^hisiEeeting the pamphlet "Rejectea^snd \p 
^nojSerseTtin^ou^T!AKlM*S qualifications far Governor ware distributed, 
and copies of these two items are being sent to the Bareau as enclosures 
with this report. 





Jit Saginaw^ichigan^n0ctober27 Subject's 

meeting was attended byj p that al 

300 to 400 people were i?«sen^^^ padviaed Special Agent 

that SMITO made a stagy entrance an?n5sa clever platform man. When he 
. first appeared he spoto about ten minutes and associated himself with Father 
. //COUGHLIN, GERALD P^ATE and BURTON fc«*TOEEUa as Christian nationalists end 
'indicted the Democrats as atheist Communists. 



*1 









SMITH then introduced GE£RQ&J&Q6]S, candidate for Lieutenant 
Governor on the AMERICA FIRST ticket. VOSE stated he was discharged from the 
Army In Africa and, although he was In uniform, he was not wearing any campaigi 
ribbons. (It is pointed out that on November 5» 19M, WALTER WINCHELL over 
the radio stated that VOSE had a dishonorable discharge from the Army and had 
served six months 1 imprisonment -at Fort Custer, Michigan, for Theft of Gov em- 
inent Property.) . 

LELAND U MARION, candidate for Governor of Michigan on 
the AMERICA FIRST PARTI ticket, gave a short address and then SMITH gave his 
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principal address* Ha continuously tied up Christianity with hit AM2KICA 
FIRST moyafoent, accused the Democrate of being Communists, deacribing 
SIDKEt*>UlliAN as being the RASPUTIK of the white House, fie dealt for 
some t4e on the KENT case in England, saying that KENT was a coda expert 
at the Embassy in~"Epgland, that he had built up a file of fifteen hundred 
ness ages that had JBeen exchanged in code between HOOSEVEU and CHURCHILL, 
the theme of the messages being that if CHURCHILL could be Bade Prise 
Minister of fiigland, ROOSEVELT would furniah bia with all the ammunition 
and auppli.es he needed to conduct a war* 

SMITH vent on to aay that KENT waa fired and that as 
he left the Embassy, baring loat hie diplomatic immunity, ha waa arrested, 
tried by secret court and imprisoned on the Iele of Wight* KENT'S mother 
then gave a Boston newspaperman fire thousand dollars to go visit her son, 
which he did, and on the way back by plane, this newspaperman told a man 
named CHEN from Nebraska, who was also a passenger on the plane, that be 
was going to spread the true atory of the KENT case all over the country* 
The newspaperman waa, soon after, murdered in New Tork City* 

SMITH favors giving every returning veteran a thousand 
<b liars. He believes that STALIN, CEUR CHILL and ROOSEVELT plan to build a super- 
state and will only release soldiers at the rate of 100,000 a month in order 
that we can maintain a large standing Army for use in building this state* 
Re feels that as soon as the war in Europe is over that Qigland will immedi- 
ately put all of her ships into commercial trade and that as a result there 
will be no ships to return the troops to this country* SMITH had hoped that 
one of the major political partiea would have adopted the Christian American 
movement, but they failed to do so* 

Informant did not feel that there were any aeditioue 
statements made, although SMITH'S addreas was full of innuendoes* A folder 
describing MARIOPS qualifications, a folder on the State and National can- 
didate a, and the card on President RO06EVEIT above referred to were dis- 
tributed at thia meeting* 




October 28, l%k* ^^^^^^.^.^.^^^r^^...,^,,^^^^^ 
atated that SMITH designated himself a crusader' rather than a Presidential 
nominee and said that he considered himself the FRS^ONT of the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY* He explained that FREMONT was the first nominee for President on the 
Republican ticket, that he was an obscure man and remained so but that the 
next nominee of that Party was ABRAHAM LINCOIN. SMITH professes to believe 
that there will be many AMERICA FIRST Congressmen after the 1946 election 
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and that by 1948 the two old parties will bt extinct. The real Issue in 
1%8 will be en open fight between atheistic Communism and Christian 
nationalism* SMITH denounced the British, stating that British agents 
are now In Washington sounding out our Government to see If we will under- 
write the full peacetime budget of Great Britain. He alao accused Britain 
of intending to use her shipping facilities to recover her world trade at 
the end of the present war, and that the United States can expect no co- 
operation from Britain in helping return United States soldiers from Europe 
to the United States. He again called for a full statement of the facts 
concerning Pearl Harbor and indicated that attacks upon him by President 
R006EVEU were considered a high compliment. MARROW also epoke on this 
program. / — 

j| WK meeting 

by SMITHS organisation at the Book-CadillacticteT^5etroit, on November 3, 
V**l» On the speakers*/ platform were KaKT aNN MilJJSR, ^TOUBtfyrfEMOlCS, 
Dr. KARICK, VC8E, LDHBBCK, BIU^EZVON, whose connection with SLlTH was 
not explAinea^and a /dung discharged soldier named CHARIZS CHAFU^ whoa 
TOSE had brought to the meeting* 

VOSE, who was the first speaker, displayed photostats 
of his supposed honorable discharge^g^aooBmendation signed by 120 
officers at Fort Custer, Michigan. ^ P thought these statements by 

VOSE might hare been in anticipationo^Aechargea made by WALTS^QNCHEIX 
a few nights later to the effect that VOSE had received a dishonor able* dis- 
charge and had served six months at hard labor while in the Army* VOSE 
claimed he had the original of these_ papers locked 
Mew Tk 



In. 




MARION, the next speaker , said he had 'heard rumors 
to the effect that if he and SMITH were elected they were going to kill the 
Jews. MARICN then said, "There are some Jews who ought to be killed," 
this remark evidently was not pleasing to SMITH since he began his talk by 
referring to MARION'S remarks and stated that UARICN was, of course, speak- 
ing figuratively and was sometimes carried away by the foroe of hie con- 
victions. SUITH warned his followers of a smear campaign against VOSE snd 
set out in brief outline what he planned to do after the election, regardless 
of which candidate might win. He accused ROOSEVEU of wanting to stop the 
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election but stated that be did not dare to, 



,.■* v 



•peeco was in senator iAwuiit'S^waniceci envelope j a 
^_ apiuet^'nuy I Am Againat That Man" by NCRUAN A>«Q£LEZ1, aditor of the 
w "Labor Digest "| a re-print of page tt. of the June '3, 1944 issue of the 
^American Glass Review" ectitle^Strange Fruit Indeed", which denounces 
Mr a. ROOSEVEIT, by SWARD L>}sSULLIVANj a re-print a^ThySreat Deception" 
by OSKAIJ) GARRlS_CKi?5T2ARD, re-printed from "lnej£hriatian^Century«| a 
folder about the size of an ordinary newspaper setting out thr^Amti-Veteran 
Record of Candidate ROOSEVELT" and published by th e^jta lington County Republican 
Committee, 3U9 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VirgiW| Copies of IANGSB'S 
speech, the "little moron" card, SULLIVAN ! S article^ILLARD 'S article, 
ZOUZZI'3 pamphlet and the Arlington County Republican Committee folder are 
being sent with this report as an enclosure to the Bureau* 
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and KA.THIZEM ? . JEffiIHGS are being sent with this report as enclosures 
to the Bureau* 

~fl if stated that Subject did J^p 

not make any radio talks duringniscampai^H>ut that Dr. KARICW, who has 
a regular religious program over Station XAR, Pontiac, had a special 
political broadcast from 5:45 to 61OO p»m« daily over this station during 
the period from Nov enter 1 to Nov ember 6, inclusive, nith a half -hoar 
program on the last day. In the course of these programs, be called for the 
election of himself as Governor of Michigan and the election of SMITH as 
President of the United States* 






1 



In the course of his campaign , SMITH ma s also i n cont act 
with various Republican politicians! according to ■ M 

I he advised a certain^CjW^ICHAEL of the Wayne Counx^He^iDjlcanCosjHttee 
at a meeting held by the AMHUCA PIBST PARTT on November 3, a person 
attending such meeting had stated publicly that he had attended a/Xu. Klnx 
ELan meeting back in Missouri many years ago, at which latter meeting Senator 
HARRtVTRUMAN had been the principal speaker, CARUICHAEL Indicated some int 
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est In this story and SMITH then gave him the nam* and address of the sen 
ifco had made this remark about TRUMAN and also gave the story to the Detroit 
newspapers* At the, same time SMITH sold to QtfQ£l£&AEL 15,000 oopiee of the , 
pamphlet by JOSEPH* KAMP referred to above. CAR10CHAEL was told he could 
j hare the pamphlet/^ojnhe freight charges ifcich were said to be |100.00« 

r In the course of his campaign, SMITH had an extended 

argument with the Office of Price Administration relative to obtaining 
gasoline for the purpose of campaigning. He complained to the newspapers 
that Governor DEtfET was "running around the country on a luxury train" 
^%y< and that ROOSEVEIJ "has spent twenty million dollars on a trip to Honolulu" 

;>-,V-.'j but that the OPA had refused SIXTH'S request for campaign gasoline • The 

£M**' local rationing board apparently turned SMITH dom on the theory that he 

1 was not a bona fide candidatefbrDub^^^f fice and therefore not entitled 

to such gasoline. However, M p stated that SMITH finally con- 

-ro^; tacted CHESTER BOTIES, head o^hecHf/whila SMITH was in Washington 

...{: v testifying before the House committee on campaigi expenditures, and that a 

special gasoline allotment was finally made to hlau SMITH gave a story to 
the newspapers after the allotment was made, pointing out that the OPA in 
:V-;Vii£ Washington had overruled the local rationing board and .that DA^Hi^OHKlST, 

chairman of SMITH f S local board, was secretary to R, jJ^CKAS, head of the 
UJC7-CI0, SMITH claimed that COKKSiT and THOMAS had refused his request for^ 
gasoline as a political move since, SMITH stated, THOMAS was connected with' 
the (Political Action Committee* 

In the course of his speaking tour through the East, 
SMITH appeared before the campaign expenditures committee of the House of 
Representatives on October 3, 1%4* In subsequent talks and literature dis- 
tributed by him be has played up his appearance before this committee and 
the fact that such appearance was voluntary. .He has also made mention 'and 
made much out of his incident with JCHN ROY cfeLSCN, author of "Undercover", 
stating that he threw CARLSON bodily "out* of hislfotel room when the latter 
, ; tried to pass himself off as a legitimate reporter. This incident occurred 

"'."...> on Sept enter 29, 1944j &t NewYor^Citv. In connection with his appearance \>% 

before the House committee, 1 ■ states that SMITH advised various 

i£_ 5 of his friends that the commltteewlWsov able to make much out of his testi- 

d that they were not able to embarrass him with any of their questions. 

an employee of the Ford Motor Company and an associate of 

T^M aauTH'S, inquired of him aa to whether the committee didn't know a great deal 

•rfm about him, SMITH, and Aether they didn't have some figures concerning him. 

Vvr^'f SMITH replied that there was nothing to know and that the committee did have ]p1 l 

%%i'r : r some figures but they were false ones. SMITH also testified as to some con- 

tributions received by him some years ago f rom^n^ARRlT^NNETf of the Ford Motor 
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Company. BSftJfiTT issued a statement for the newspapers shortly after SMITH 
had testified aom it ting that he had giTen SMITH $2,000*00 some years ago 
but denying^ that it was far any purpose other than to "fight against Cosh 
munism and racketeering in labor organizations". Subsequent Jy, SMITH wrote 
BSKNETT a letter explaining the reason for his baring testified as to 
BEXKETT'S contributions, and stated he had confined his remarks before the 
committee to those facts which BEKKETT had already made public In interviews 
with the newspapers* * 

S MITH testi f ied before th e _conmittqa^.that _hia Income, from 
contributions T»oul4proBa51jr^crS^ASou^^ On the following 

Sunday, WALTER WINCHEIX in his radio broadcast, stated that SMITH had perjured 
himself before^ the committee and that his income was actually about $600 .00 
or $700.00 per day. WINCHEIX stated the committee had positive evidence of 
this fact. WINCfcSIA called upon the Departmen^o^Justicetocros ecute SMITH 
for this misstatement* According toJB fc SMITH im- 

mediately contacted Congressman CIJlTro^ANDEESON, chairman '"Wtne House com- 
mittee before which he had testified, and pointed out to ANDERSON that his 
testimony had been correct and requested that ANDERSON tell him if the com- 
mittee had any evidence of the type WINCHEIX referred to* ANDERSCN said that 
the committee did not have any evidence of this sort and be would be glad to 
| send SMITH a letter so ^ajjini^^^or^^^SMITOtS testimony before the com- 
mittee was obtained byw ff and is being sent to the 
Bureau as an enclosure ^KniaisrSEoiJJ^^^^ ~~ 
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hat also filed, as above indicated, a report with 
Senator THBDDCRB F. G8EBJ, who la head of the Senate committee investigating 
campaign expenditures* SMITH Is apparently sure concerned with the reaction 
of this committee to his reports than he is with the reaction of the House 
committee, since he has stated that requests for information received from 
the Senate committee should be given immediate attention* Senator GREEK'S 
committee also requested Information as to the number of States in which 
SMITH'S Party had elated candidates for President and Vice President and 
wanted the names of those who would appear on the official ballot of the 
Party. This information was furnished, indicating that the Party would have 
candidates in Michigan and inTej^jJu^woui^onduc^a *write-in campaign" 
in twenty-one other States* ■ p stated that SMITH 

made an effort to get his candidates on ttfo ballot In Alabama end in Maryland 
but was unsuccessful In both States* 



i i 



> 






There will be no official tabulation of minority party 
votes In Michigan until sometime In the early part of December and conse- 
quently It will not be possible to tell the exact number of votes cast for 
the AMERICA FIRST PARTI candidates. The Detroit Free Press in a story pub- 
lished during the latter part of November stated that an unofficial count la 
Wayne C unty, which is the County in *ich Detroit is located, indicated that 
the AMERICA FIRST PARTI had obtained 619 votes out of a total of several 
hundred thousand east in this area* The writer of this article stated that 
if this estimate proved to be correct, the AMERICA FIRST PARTI would auto- 
matically lose ive place o n the ballot fo r future el ections and would 
have to 




five or six 
of~the candidates ror minor of f ices""on the State ballot called upon SMITH 
after the election and stated they were willing to put up $100,00 each to 
help finance a fight to prevent the Party from being taken off the ballot* 
SMITH told them that while he felt that the Party's votes had been thrown 
away and had not been correctly counted, he felt they might as well drop the 
matter for the time being since while the total figures for the Party's vote 
could not be correct, yet their opponents could put up a million dollars for 
every dollar which they could raise* Dr* MARICK said that he planned to 
demand a re-count of the votes since the unofficial count in Oakland County 
showed that he had gotten only 449 votes and SMITH 185* MARICK stated be 
was sure he had gotten more votes than that from his church in Pontiac and 
his church in Birmingham and that he was sure many votes had been stolen 
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from them, 5HI1H tried to dissuade MARION from going ahead with his demand 
for a re-count but KARJOH refused to be dissuaded, stating that he intended 
to go ahead with his^lah even though it would cost hi* as much as $ 500, 
UARICN felt that the results of 




BERNARD DOUAN, who has been SKTffl'S personal secretary 
for about six years, left his employ on November 3, 1%4* DOMAN gave as his 
excuse for leaving, thefac^tim^he~w|siniirhealth and had to go to Texas 
a rest. However, M ^stated that DCEJAN had been 

looking for a job elsewBererorsoSetSsanoTnat apparently his real reason 
for leaving SIOTH had nothing to do with his health althoutfi he did not want 
SHITH to know this, 

SiaiH eent a memorandum to DOKAH after learning that the 
latter intended to leave and advised DOKAN that he wanted a complete inventory 
of materials and lists of names prior to DOKAN'3 leaving. He stated, particu- 
larly, "The lists and files must not be identified in any way that a stranger 
oould understand," SMITH wrote DCIiAN a note just prior to the latter^ leaving 
pointing out that SHITH had given him a Job six years before when he was uo- 
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employed and that he had advanced from $15*00 per week to $70*00 per week 
plus some extras* SMITH indicated in this note that he felt MRK'S real 
reason for leaving had nothing to do with hia health but rathefthat DOUAX'S 
interests had been changing in recent months* SMITH indicated that while 
it was possible that in the future "situations may arise where I will be 
asked to account for moneys you have handled", nevertheless , "you may rest 
assured that I shall assume my share of the responsibility in a loyal and 
conscientious manner". SlilTH closed by stating that "I shall do all in my 
power to see to it that no added responsibility involving past activities 
shall follow you." Shortly prior to leaving SUITES employ, DCUAH was sub- 
poenaed to testify before the Dies Committee in Washington, D. C. The re- 
ceipt of this subpoena by DCKAN caused SUITE considerable concern and be 
contacted a number of friends in Washington in an effort to learn the par- 
pose for DOMAIt having been called to testify* In the two or three days 
elapsing between the service of thesubMenaMj^ti.iAN'S appearance as a U?^" 
witness, SMITH was in contact withB M who is in charge of 

research for the Dies Committee, RaWHSI^HW^wio is SUITH ! S Washington 
representative, Senator ROBERT R EYKOIDS.' of North 

.IZABETH DI7.I.TNG. According to „_^^___ 

advised SMITH that BA2ti£AN was actually in" the employ 
"was supposed to have obtained payment from this organi- 
sation for the purpose of testifying before the Dies Committee that SIDNEY 
HIUJMN of the Political Action Committee had contributed a large ■um"'2 r 
money~tb S1QTH in order to split the Republican votes. SMITH imme diately 
contacted BASEMAN who insisted that he was loyal to SUITH and that! Jg 

information was incorrect. Shortly thereafter SKITH learned from DIlHB^ 
that the latter 's original information had been incorrect and that it was 
DOiiAN rather than BAEHMAN who was disloyal to SMITH and would testify against 
him before the Dies Committee. 

SL'ITH immediately contacted CASPAR LINGBSAN, county clerk 
of Wayne County, Michigan, and a prominent Detroit Democrat, and advised him 
a« to what he had heard, stating that it appeared somebody was trying to 
double-cross SlIITJi and the Democratic Party. 

However, upon his appearance before the Committee on 
October 18, DCMAN did not testify to anything that could be considered e> 
double-cross of S13TH. He was questioned principally concerning the 
handling, depositing and spending of SUT^R 1 ? funds. DOIAN testified that 
SUITH'S income was about $©,500.00 per year. The Commit teVwanted to know 
about WEBJR'S connection with SMITH (probably KENNETH C^tEBSR of the 
/Tanner's Guild), and a check for $1,000.00 which was not' further identified. 
They also wanted to know if S1£LTH was anti-Semitic, to which DOMAN replied 
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that SMITH had Always said that he was not and DOMA^ did not think that ha 
was. DOUAK explained that he was leaving SMITH because an X-Ray showed 
differing from a lung disease. He^waa al so question ed about 
fand about individuals named* V^fl B neither 

had heard of* The Comndtfeea^iotimsacte^as if "they 
had run on to anything", but the questioning appeared to be a routine job 
for the record. They asked him about any connection which SMITH may have 
with the Political Action Committee and DOMAN told them he knew of none 
and did not believe that SMITH was acquainted with R. Jy/THCMAS, head of 
the UAW-CIO. DOMAK testified that SMITH did not have any interests in any 
other enterprises outside of the AMJRICA FIRST PARTY. They inquired as to 
whether SMITH had been ill touch with any important Republican or Democrat 
politicians. They inquired as to who FOSTER was (probably GEORGE7FO6TJER 
♦ of Chicago, with the-^Conatitutional Americana and a friend of SMITH'S)* 
They did not inquire, however, about HARRI RFMKEET or WALLACE jgAMBPR * 

(both connected with the Ford Motor Company) /or about M W *>^ 

(investigator for various organ! sat ions;. Present at thefiearin^were 
Congressmen COSTELLO, ta^INGHAlf, who is an investigator for the Committee, 
STRIPLING, who is chief investigator, and two girls. BASRMAN was not there, 
although SMITH had requested him to attend. No newspaper men were present • 
The hearing was held in DIES' office and the Committee was very polite to 
DOMAN, apologizing for having held him over several days* They finally in- 
quired as to what the AMERICA FIRST PARTY campaign consisted of and DOMAN 
stated that it consisted primarily of fighting Nasism and Communism. DCUAN 
was subsequently furnished with a transcript of his testimony before the 
Committee* ' 
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DON OJWHBECK, who was formerly SMITH'S St. Louia 
representative, has recently moved to Detroit, and took over DQMAN'S 
duties when the latter left on November 3, 19H* L0HBB3K, who is twenty- 
seven years of age, is married and has a small child, has recently been 
classified 4-E by Local Selective Service Board No. 10, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Hi* position as a conscientious objactor ia based on tha grounds that ha la 
religiously opposed to war, although LOHBBCK ha a atatad that thia opposition 
la hie own personal belief and that he ha* no definite religion* The Detroit 
newspaper a hare been interested In LOHBE&K'S position &s a oonacientioua ob- 
jector in view of hia connection with SMITH* SMITH has advised LOHBECK that 
the publicity being given to tha latter* a Draft atatua la instigated by the 
Jews and la part of a sneer campaign* 




GECRGE VOSE, who waa SMITH'S candidate for Governor of 
Michigan on the JUiHUCA~Fi0T PARTY ticket and who alao ia organizer of the 
Yfarld War II veterans, has likewise been under attack in the newspapere re- 
cently* During Nov ember the New Tork Post ran an article about VOSE stating 
that he had been Court Martialed and dishonorably discharged from the United 
States Army* This statement waa alao made by WALTJEJfjftCKELL in one of hi a 
Sunday evening broadcasts* Detroit newspapers have a^so carried article a 
concerning V06E but SMITH haa advised the local papers that VOSE had an 
honorable discharge and that the recent publicity from New Tork waa part of 
a "amear oampaign" and that while the recent article in the New Tork Poet 
concerning V^^gslibeloua^^oau^jould be filed. SMITH told VOSE, 
according to J p that "the Jews are out to get you*, 

they ars a desperategaj^o^rate"#^VOSE was advised to tell any persons 
interviewing him that be had an honorable discharge from the Army and 
the victim of persecution* 
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In recent months various organizations 
an investiga tion of SMITH by the Goremment. According tol 

M. X£HBECK under pretext oontacted tb«iHational Association ior 
flPBWnlmentarCblored Peopl* during the earlyl>art of October, 19U, hW 
and inquired as to ehat organizations beside their o«n had nade fbraal re- 



iHRBtionro^^^ 






-.. ■■ ■•.-- - 






•*•-•&- r+t j^fcu^JCwCj-jaJ-r'^i-. ' 



-■ vm 



% 



i&ss 






A 

J 




".•.-.*A.tK f v-f 



De 62-1126 



quest of Attorney General BIDDI2 that SMITH be indicted. The HAACP repre- 
sentative admitted that their organisation had made such a request and 
•tated she would get the names of the other organizations, but LOHBECK 
did not re-contact her, as far as informant knew, to obtain thii~~Ihfomation. 

Following the appearance of ELIZABETH DILLING as a 
speaker at SMITH *S mating in Detroit on November 15/ 1944, a resolution 
was passed at the /"Mob ills ed for Brotherhood" Service of the-^eople'e 
Institute of Applied Religion at the First Congregational Church, Detroit, 
which resolution condemned the activities of SMITH and DILLING and called 
for a demand by the churches tfcdt SMITH and DILLBC be investigated by the 
Government. Reverend ClAUDfftpiXlAKS, who was reported to be a Communist 
sympathiser, is in charge of the People's Institute of Applied Religion. 

SMITH in turn has requested the investigation of certain 
persons and organizations which are unfriendly to him. On October 11 he 
made formal request of Senator THEODORE F. GRE3J, chairman of the Senate 
committee to investigate campaign expenditures, which request was in the 
form of an affidavit and petitioned the committee to investigate the officers 
of the Friends of Democracy located at 137 East 57th Street, New Tork City, 
and the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League, also located in New Tork City. The 
request for investigation of the former organization was based upon the cir- 
culation by it of a pamphlet "Pattern for Revolution", which attacked SMITH 
and his political activities, a copy of which has previously been furnished 
the Bureau. T he investigatio n of the latter organization was requested be- 
cause a certairB Jwhen thrown out of the recent national convention L^ 
of the AMERICA WS^ffAHTI^cinitted that he was an operative employed by the 
-^nti-Kazl League. SMITH accused the organizations of attempting to deny his 
his civil liberties, intimidate his supporters and institute a program of 
libel, misrepresentation and character assassination. He further accused 
the organizations of helping to finance CARLSG^ ! $ book "Undercover", of 
misrepresenting facts to their constituents and financial supporters as well 
as to the general public and of Cooperating closely with WAITS 
SMITH stated further that if the above accusations could £e~es' 
he was in a position to establish them,_that a thorough investii 
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___ At about the same time, SMITH also 

quested Congressman CLINTON. ANDERSON, head of the House committee on campaign 
expenditures, to investigation the Friends of Democracy, and require such 
organization to report its expenditures and sources of revenue. He also 
requested that the officers of thV^on-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League be required 
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to give an account of their aourcea of revenue, SUITH s ubsequently advised J?lP 

RAIPH BAE&AN, according to ■ P that ""* *?** C , I\ 

eut oasa^ against these tiro ^WWHn^o^RTTicTTOee -mentioned organisation*. 
Informant has not heard, however, of any action takan by either the Hoxnae or 
Senate oommittees in furtherance of SMITH'S re<jxest. 
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whose identity it known to 
go, in a conversation with 



s_to SIXTH'S opinion concerning M W> 
"«lant", and advised SMlTf^* 



the Bureau, etated that EARItfSQU 
SMITH on November 8, 1944» inquired 
stating that he, SOUTHARD, thinke "" 

stay away from him. According to SOUTHARD, JHR has "two bad connections" 
in Chicago, one of them being a mysterious fwBS across the street from 
hi* who has an office with no name Qnthe door. SMITH told SOUTHARD that 
in view of the "HOFFMAN deal" which ^| g? "pulled", SMITH thought he was 
either an operative or a school kid. 



j 
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The same informant stated that on November 9 CgNIflKBgpK, 
*ois SMITH'S assistant, advised that a certain "he", believed toreTer to 
f| l| wanted to see SMITH about some things that he had arranged. SMITH 
iTOrred at this and advised L0KBB3K to tell "that fellow" that it is "no dice" 
and that *he" did not contribute to the eause by his activities concerning 
HCFFMAH. 





According to 
ceived within the last few months 
in Washinj^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

He has been somewhat concerned about 

ted by BAfRMAN not to pay any attention to them. y 
However^onOctober 9 and again on October 16 he^enl^d to previous letters \fH 
*>*■ B ^ * h * f:Lrst latter SMITH advised! Ihe^id not resent a 

disagreement in opinion bu^didresent the way in which J ft had impugned * 

his integrity. He told £ J/ that those who gave lij^ervice support to \p 

DBTET will be as popular one yearfrom today as thoee who gave similar service 
to VJIL1KIE in 1940 «« today. | |m told that SMITH'S real supporters 

who cont ribute money and prayerru^support to his activities, do not shara 

viewpoint, and that SMITH numbered among his frie nds and supporters 
true nationalists. He closed by telling I ft that the latter 

had made no contribution whatever toward the encourageBenRf one who la per- 
haps more persecuted and abused at the hands of internationalists than any 
other public figure. In his letter of October 16, 1%4, answering a previous 
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aed, SMITH 



letter b]r| |^ich a pparently told SMITH that his political career 

was finished, SMITH stated* (was a bit late In this description of 

SMITH'S predicament and tha^TEeiatter's political career had been finished • „ L 
when be refused to go along with ROOSEVELT in Louisiana many Tears ago} that J?' 
that refusal finished his political career with the Democrats and his refusal 
to go along with WEJTOEIi WILLKIB and the internationalists finished his 
career with the Republicans* He advised^ fethat his, SUITE'S, career 

*?vS*^| ■*• do* tn *t °* * politician but of a cnJaaaer*^ 

*#&£& SKITS has been in contactinrecen^monthswith various , 

other nationalist leaders* According to ■ ff t HftRVET i>?V 

^^SPRINMR, a preacher from Denver, Cbloraao^mo^aHsTHmseir "the cowBoy""* 
^.t^^tv Evangelist* and who has collaborated with SMITH in the past, advised SMITH 

that he would be cooing to Detroit in October and slight give him some 
assistance in his political oampai^u Later SPRINGER stated he would be 
in Kalamazoo far two weela beginning October 29, 1944, and would be preach- 
"■'C-iiiXt Ing at the People's Tabernacle* SMITH subsequently contacted SPRINGER at 

Kalamazoo when SMITH waa in that City on November 1 to make a speech but 
j. as far as informant jmew, SPRDGER did not give SMI3H any appreciable assist- 

\--t~^ ^ ance in his campaign* SMITH has been in frequent contact with EARL SOCTKARD 

: "; ■" ; of Chicago* SOUTHARD is one of his close friends and associates""**"!!!* a"i5s- 

.i-V^..,'rt cussion with SOUTHARD in the early part of October, SMITH ©anniented upon his 

:V r^ : own appearance before the Hcuse committee end remarked that people with 

"angels", referring to ED'TCARD^W^EU, who had had some difficulty in testi- 
fying before this committee a f ew^tiaya before and who was allegedly being 
financed by FRABjyGAKNETT* newspaper publisher, find it more difficult to * 
get along than Shoe's of us who have to depend on cont ribut i ons*-" SMITH 
! stated that he had 




a willin^manbu^rery naive, tha^e^^c^gitten a letter to SMITH intro- 
ducing ■ p also toon **m W wll o wa ° aQ "operative" and 
emplovee^^^nffSti-Nazl /League, sBTB^oncluded that it ought to have been 



obvious to NYE thatB Ha* a "phony", and while KYfijias sincere, he was 
i.~- extremely naive* Sial^ointed out that he had beeirquestioned concerning 



NTE'S letter before the House Committee but that he pulled NTE out of the hole* 

Shortly after the election informant states that SMITE 
was again in contact with SOUTHARD and they were agreed that the time waa 
now ripe to step out and organize a vigorous new nationalist party since 
the Republican Party was dead as a result of the election* SOUTHARD thought 
the victory was a Communist victory but SMITH did not agree and believed the 
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result • would be good for tha nationalist eauae eventually. 




/ 



SUITE has also been In contact with Senator ROBEtT 
He epoke to^REINOIDS several tiass Airing the period while > SQUI 

estiiy before the Dies Committee, according 
As prerioualy pointed out, SMITH was very 
,. . ,. __ -*& and requested whatever assistance RETNOIJB 

could gire hijru REYNOLDS, however, made no specif io promises aa to what he 
could do. SMITH cade numerous unsuccessful efforts to contact RETNOIDS 
frcn ti*a to time and was in contact with hi* also when he, SKITH, was in 
Washington to testify before the House Coamittee on October 3, 1%/* 
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the election, told 




stated that SiaiH, prior to 
[that the Democrats were forcing people to turn more 



to nati 

advised 
by the 
wrote 




lism and against Communism but that following the election SJOTH 
that the cause of nationalism had not been a dversel y affected i? 
suits ano^tg^hjeare Just beginning to figjit"* fl ■subsequently v/ 
letter toB | of Milwaukee praising SMITH $5^a tat ing that 

__« nft Kftt-^ ^SS^TTig" United States *■* a*"* - ^s b ^* *»«vi4«h ^w\*» +i»» *aa d.^4>. 

and that after careful consideration he ha^east hie lot with SMITH since the 
latter was fundamentally a sound leader, 1 |wa« told that the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTI was considering a series of two-day institutes to be held during the 
winter in various cities, at which fundamental political economy and economics 
would be discussed. 
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^^ft^loy ember 28, according to 
Smith inquired ol| Sii to whether the arU Clascal lea ^internaTiorMJ^ 

£ews", which were TOunWn booklet for» after hayin^gen published in the 
yTDearborn Independent", had been copyrighted, ■ Bsaid he did not know, 

but that the Ku Klufc Klan had attempted to use In^^Wookleta in Georg ia 
but had been prevented from doing so by the local authorities. S BMid 
not Know what tactics had been used by the authorities, h owe ver^^^r event 
the distribution of these booklets, SMITH said that if he used the articles 
referred to he would indicate they were takenfromthe "Dearborn Independent" 
and that this paper is owned by HHTOftttftD, | •did not think that 

In other eontact|withJ| ^ according to informant, SMITH had recently 

returned to J ^^r« ?^rtilch the latter had furnished to him, and had 

also sent &V V *° A* connected with the Farmer's Grange in 

Trashing ton, and anotnerunknown individual, out to seel Jj[ Informant 

stated that an individual unknown to him had also been lncontact with 
SUITH recently and advised SMITH that he had spoken to one of the officers 
of the "Dearborn Independent" and that thia officer had agreed with him 
that fiOOSSVBXT was a Communist and that "we have got to do some thing." 
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and that SMIffl should follow up the contact which had been made* 
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«w SMITH has i 

TfILLIAU/gH«3CAN, according to 



ja£«»JTfra^efferts^nr#cent weeks to contact ^ 

Informant did -WO 

not believe, however, that SMlThTac^eensRcessIul in" such efforts. McKEEGAN 
is well known In this area fcs a prominent Republican politician* According 
to this Informant, SMITH had en extended conversation recently with SiVKETB c. 
TffiBffi of Detroit, attorney for the Parmer's Guild, chairman of the State "Co ri^" 
VeRUon of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY held in Detroit In July, and candidate for 
Attorney General on the AMERICA FIRST PARTI ticket in Michigan, TTEB5R told 
S&IITH that the latter'a followers were the life blood of the Farmer's Guild 
in Michigan and the two men agreed that they felt the same about the political 
issues of the day* 




Reverend FREDSUCK 
tive secretary ot thejjfcational Counc 
believed to have been allied with the 
with certain cards that SMITH eent to 
from his mailing list, according to! 



JfJSBBl of Washington, D» C», execu- 

f or the Prevention of Iter, and who is 

Jeace Now Movement*, waa much pleased 

his best names tyfi 
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stated that SMITH spoke to 
an associate or his in Baltimore, Maryland, following Jp7 °^ 
election and stated that in his opinion DEWET had discovered during ylO 

his campaign through the Middleweat that the majority of the people In that 
section of the country were ^nationalists and thought along the same lines 
as did SMITH, Mrs, B£ATRICE/talQn£S of Detroit, another follower of SMITH'S, 
was in contact with him following the election and indicated she was much 
incensed error the election of ROOSEVELT. 

SMITH has had several contacts with | R an 

investigator for the Ford Motor Comp an^j^jtio^a^be^n^-^M^LIy ignd of 
SMIft^S^or some time. According to f[ £ SMITH 

Audi Pii their most recant me etin^mls^usae^cSWPE ffilTH , who is 

the organiser and leader of the Chris toe rats. CLAUDE Sk'JTH"haa^^n^)r 
acme years printing and distributing anti-Semitic literature, J J 

adviaed SMITH that CLAUDE SMITH lived at 732 Parker Avenue, Detroit, and 
that he has 10,000 books on the political creed for the Republican Party* 
He sends out postal cards to friends asking them to send in eight ether 







works on his om 
d SMITH also 
referre^to as 
SHsVwas 

c tendencies 



names of people who might be interested in his work 
with no other help, and n ever ho lds ^anv meeting s* 
discuss edfl |H Iwhos 

the Americanoaviour^ 
said to belong to the Rightist Cause, to have ttatarona 
and to b e definitely anti-Communistic. Articles supposedly written b 
•e actually written by DQROTHT WARING, according to 

/stated a recent survey by the Gallup Poll 

indicated that anti-Semitism had increased 74?* SMITH thought that BRQflDffi 
and HJXUSAN had won the election for ROOSEVELT and that the Bemocrat^Jfo*^ 
tory waa*Tije best thing that could have happened for nation alexia* 

SMITH'S interest in anti-Semitism is further shown by 
a discussion which he had on November 29, 1944, with GJ3QRGB_E<gIHL of 
Chicago, head of the Constitutio nal American s and a fr ■ierxF of aiTIH * 3 • 
FOSTER told SMITH that a eertaih^l |rrom New York City who bad 

been^nixed up in the Senator 




hi 



b?<^ 



sine S3* had been instrumental in 
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forcing FOSTjK oat of the Atlantic Hotel, Chicago, vhere he had been 
his meetlnieV " F06THI claims to hare been forced out of four hotels. 
paat two months by Jewish action and that he then called a certi 
and accused the latter of interfering free speech and of FOSTER'S con- 
stitutional rights* FOSTER claims Vj j^o Id him that he would not be JS>7( 
allowed to speak in Chicago and th&c| Iwould prerent him from getting 
a hall and would put the pressure oru W (mentioned SMITH'S name to 
FOSTER, stating "you know what is wrong with Mm", referring to SMITH. 
SUITH stated that while no blood has been shed after his last meeting in 
Chicago, he had been pestered by a group of Jewish war veterans who attended 
to proroke trouble. 

FOSTER claims that his difficulties are due to the * 
fewish War Veterans, the^Tewiah Sentinel and they^nti-Defamation League* 
He claims that a reign of terror has been instigated against him in Chicago 
and that he is sending letters to his people telling them of this* SMITH 
indicated he would discuss this situation in his letter to his followers 
in an attempt to arouse them* SMITH wants FOSTER to cone over to Detroit 
and spend the day with him so they can discuss plans for their next big 
meeting in Chicago. 

In connection with his various activities, SMITH has 
been distributing considerable literature both at his meetings and through 
the mail. He has ordered an additional 500 copies recently from EARL 
SOUTHARD of the latter 1 * boofc/fForty Tears of BOOSETEU , and is "aasEribu- 
ting these to his followers* As referred to above, he has also jptten the 
book, "Vote CIO and have "a Soviet America", and in addition to having sold 
15,000 of these to the ,tfayne County Hepublican_C©mmittee 

ma _^_^_ 

received 
REYNOIDS, the exact nature of which 
and has distributed these together with several 
/k^MT story* He contacted the Chicago Tribune 
to obtain 2, 000 copies ofTuTartiele by JCHN T. FLTNN which appeared in the 
October 22 issue of that newspaper* As mentioned above, he has indicated a 
desire to obtain from the Dearborn Independent the booklets containing the 
series of articles called "Int ernational Jews'* • On November 28, 1%4, he 
wired Senator REYNOLDS at Washington to rush him 1,000 more copies of the 
speech entitled^©* trie t ion of Immigration — Acquisition of Certain Bases"* 
This is probably the same speech of REYNOIDS which he had previous It been 
distributing* 

i)?P 

A 

copy of this speech is being sent as an enclosure with this reporF to the 
Bureau • StUIH has been in contact recently with ELIZABETH DIIXING concerning 

- 29 - 




ed 



unknown to 
thousand cop 



h">Q 





I 



lifill 









Dc' 62-1126 




!he>Cctc 



a book of hers entitled "The^Cctopue" and wants to help her in publishing 
additional copies of thia book. She has 2,500 copies left and SMITH In- 
dicated he would be able to use that many. It was agreed that she would 
start shipping him A00 copies per week starting on the 10th of December. 
She has told him that the book has more consolidated information on "kikes" 
than ahe ever came across and that It would be fine if they could spread 
about one million of these books orer the country before they were shut up, 
SMITH stated he hoped they would not be shut up but DULJKG stated that the 
Je* press in Chicago was making a "big squawk"* 



<T; ' " J- 







( As indicated above, SMIW has been In recent contact with 

ELlZABgBi flJj XTNG for the purpose of helping distribute her book, "The Octopus"* 
In "their most recent conversation, PIT J .TNG told SMITH that McWILLlAMS and 
DETHfUDGE (probably JCE>cmiUAMS and GE0R6SS*ETHRIBGB, two of defendant* in 
Washington sedition trial) /Tad lost their Jobs at the Central National Bank, 
presumably in Washington, because the Jews started a run on the bank in pro- 
test, and the management of the bank had to fire these two men* DILLIHG 



thought that soon they would have to do their speaking on street corners 
since GEORGE FOSTER had been prevented from hiring a hall for^^meeting by 
the Jewish Central Group • PIT, T .TNG indicated that she and ■ pher 

secretary, had been laying the ground-work for some futureWesTernmee tings* 

- 30 - 



b*> 






i;'»jfci**.'«..-. 






W*. 



r 



11012 







D« 62-U26 



/ 



[LLDJG 



vM 



,N 






C'ii.^" 



;j^ 



->- 







*\ SltlTH told DILLpKS that his Party ma going fine and that 

v.N the membership had not dropped offf AH of the members seemed to have re- 
I mained loyal* He told her that he planned on going to Washington about the 
J 1 11th of Decanter and that he intended to go through with his plan aobpted 
'I J at his meeting in Detroit on Kov ember 15 at rtiich DILLING spoke, to the effect 
/ that he would demand that the Senate Judiciary Committee investigate the 
laahington sedition trial* S1HTO said that Senator McCARRON, chairman of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, told S1QTH that he had a desire to listen to 
SMITH'S petition for an investigation of this case. 

The request for an investigation of the sedition trial 
above referred to was passed by resolution at SOTO'S mating in Detroit 
on November 15* At this meeting, aa stated above, DILLING was the principal 
speaker. SMITH gave her appearance considerable publicity among his followers 
and eent__oitt a special card^and notice of the meeting, which were obtained \_ ni 

- - Jp\ 



by 

with 




report 



and are being sent to the Bureau as enclosures 




There was no picketing or other disturbance prior to or 
during the meeting, although certain Communist organizations had threatened 
to throw a picket line around the Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, at which the 
meeting was being held. DILLING was introduced by SHITH who stated that she 
was the best informed wnmnn In t.hft United States on subversive activities. 

_ ■ DILLING »S remarks consisted 
sedition trial and a number of songs and 




j?7P 
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poems' ridiculing the Judge »d other persona connected with the tria l • 
PXIjfoljQ attac ked the Jews and the Comminists vigorously and, 

* and clever in her presentation of these 

did not be lie re any of her remarks were 
'act any criticism at the A dn in 1st rat ion 
or the conduct of the war. There was only one soldier in uniform, a 
Firat Class Private, in the audience. 




blS> 



The Detroit Mews and the Detroit Free Press carried 
accounts of the Meeting, the Free Press printing also a picture of BILLING, 
the Detroit News referred to the meeting in its headline as "SMITH Stars 
DILLING in Song and Prance Act". This paper quoted PILLING as having said 
that there has not been a single piece of evidence introduced as yet at 
her trial to support a charge of sedition. 




\>nO 



Among the items of literature distributed at the meet* 
a \ ing was a pamphlet by DILLING entltladV&iristiAns, Awakenl", a copy of 
^ I fftiich is being sent to the Bureau as an enclosure with this report, and a 
) \ copy retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division. 




hi* 





Both SMITH and DILLING, according to 
are very muc h interested in obtaining the serv? 

for the Dies Committee, at such timeas_ 

may a aver his connection with the Committee, DILLING believes] 
one of the few people in the country who is fully acquainted 
the information in the Committee files and believes this information could 
be a valuable research source for some "really unbridled activity* >by men 
such as SKI1H. DILLING claims to have sold fl Bpm the nationalist 

moveraen£ and thinte heag^become one of ita^Bunaation stonesw^She^haa 
been in contact idthfl kand SKITH told her to telfl Bkhat 

"my arm is friendly" aB^Kt after the election SMITH wou^We^eac^y to 
help underwrite a project such as the publicizing of confidential Dies 
Committee records. The possibility of organizing a nation-wide speaking 
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tour in which DIIU>C_and SKITH would appear and discuss information contained 
in the Dies Committee records, was suggested. PIT J, TNG told SMITH to keep his 
own counsel on this matter but that some action would hare to be taken in the 
near future since the Committee "might fold up at any minute" • Informant was j?? c 
not able to learn whether SlilTH or DILLI1C had taken any action with regard to 
and the Committee records* 




In addition to the activities ifcich be is apparently plan- 
ning wit h PILLING, agHH has recently become oon n ected with another project 
in Tfcich 



^ __^ _^^^ has been in contact for eeverax mon 

with a certain^BHp||^^5rTMTngeles, who is probabl^toown to SMITH 
since his name apjiears on oneo^Mim»^wdling lists* ■ His being . « ( 

financed at least in part hyB fkn a project b^lnWn he hopes to \)> 

have the recent Presidential eTectlcoaeclared invalid. He claims that there 
were twenty-one States which failed to list their Presidential electors on 
their ballots, that this procedure was in violation of the United States 
constitution and that therefore the electoral votes of such States cannot be 
counted* In this event it would be necessary to have the House of Representa- 
tives elect a President and J Bclaims to have enough friends in Congress 
to be able to^gi^the elecHonTo his candidate, 1*1 om, incidentally, he has 
never naraed^ ■apparently has not achieved results in a manner satis- 

factory tc^| pand she recently indicated she would withdraw her 

financial sup^rT*^5he had previously stated t hat $10, 000*00 would be needed 
to finance this project and that she was giving ■ K$ 1,000*00 of this amount* 





some detail 
indicated 



__^^^^^_^ to her 

that they would like to have TKPTwShelp in 

intended to file a mandamus suit against the Secretary of State in at least 

one of t he States above mentioned and possibly in all twenty-one of them* 

M said t£&t the mot hers 1 organisation which she represented was backed 
^^aany people who did not like the way in lfcich the election went* If a suit 
were filed, UPTO^^tLOSE, the radio conmentatcr , has promised that he would give 
it publicity oVer'tfte radio*^Puring the latter part of November and following 
the above corvirsation,! Icuw to Petrolt 
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ENCLOSURES i 



TO THE BUREAP t 






Card containing picture of President ROOSEVEIT and criticising hi* for statement 
that American boys would not be sent into any foreign ware, distributed by 
S^mTADAHL, 1221 Hortfa Capitol Street, Washington, D. C. 

Folder setting out candidates on State and National tictot of AMHUCA FIRST PARTI. 

Copy of letter aent to followers of SMITH in October dealing with meeting to 
be held October 12. 

Leaflet "Rejected" and folder setting out Dr. JELWH5 \1. MARICH '£ qualifications 
for Governor, distributed at October 26, 1944 meeting/ 

"Little/Uoron" card containing pictures of President and Mrs. ROOSEVELT on beck* 

I "* / / 

Speech of Senate tAIp^H of North Dakota concerning Washing ton sedition trial, 

which speech is in Senator LANGJ3l ! S franked envelope. J "^~" ~~— 

Re-print of page 13, of June 3, 1%4, issue of "A^ricanJ/jASs^eview", entitled 
"Strange Fruit Indexed", which dmounces Mrs. ROOSEVEU, by EDWARD* L. SULLIVAN. 

Re-print of "The Gx|eat Deception" by OSWAU) GARRISON VILURD, re-prlnted from 
"The Christian £entury». "*" "* ' — 

Pamphlet "?fcy I Am Against That Man" by NCRMAN *. Z0LIJ5ZI, editor of "labor Digest' 
. j 

Folder setting out *Anti- Veteran Record of Candidate ROOSEVELT", published by 
Arlington County Republican Committee, Arlington, Virginia. ; 

Booklet entitled "Vote CIO and Get e/ Soviet America" by JCBEPH P...XAMP and dis- 
tributed by^onstitutional Educational League, 342 Madia 0/ Avenue, New Tork. 

Pamphlet entitled "Thw^aatform of the AM2UCA FIRST PARTT". 

Mimeographed seven-page piece of literature entitled "The ^Story of TYLER KENT", 
distributed througi mails by SMITH „ 

Leaflet entitled "When the War is Over" printed by AMERICA FIRST PARTI. 

July- August and October, 1944 , issues of "The^Satholic Worker" and campaign cards 
of MARIA. MI3XER and KATHLEEN F. JENNINGS. - .,<,— 

Copy of SMITH'S testimony before campaign expenditures committee of House of 
Representatives on October 3, 1944. 
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Copy of speeches by Senator ROBERT REiNOIDS of Korth Carolina In the Senate 
of the United States, August T, 10, 11/1944, entitled \"Refu£ees;. Restricting 
the^Acfaission of Immigrants; etc*" ~~~~ / 

Copies of magazine edited by 3IITH, "The Cross and the Flag" for September, 
October and November, 1%4« 

Special card and notice of meeting at rfiioh HJZABETH BILLING spoke in Detroit 
at Book-Cadillac Hotel on November 15, X9Uk* 

%>;'' Pamphlet by ELIZABETH DIALING, "Christians, Awakenf^""" 

.l^ SMITH'S October and November letter to his followers* 

Pamphlet, "The Cross and the Flag", edited by GERAU) U K. SIQTH, Christmas 
issue* '"'. J 
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UKDEVSiopED lEADg 

TOE BALTIMORE FIEID DI7I3ICM 

* At BALTIMORE. MARYLAND, will conduct apjropriate investi- 
gation at the time of true meeting to be addressed by Subject on October 3, 
1944, and submit appropriate invest igati re report. 

THS DETROIT FIELD DI7ISICM 

At DETROIT, va CHIP AN . will maintain contact with confidajtial 
Informants mentioned in the body of the instant report with reference to further 
activities of Subject, 

Ifill determine by discreet inquiry and from appropriate 
informants the total number of votes received by SMITH and AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
candidates in Michigan and in any States outside of Michigan where votes may 
have been cast for such candidate , 
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COKFIDSyTIAL INFORKAKTS 




All of the above individuals have requested that their 
identity be kept confidential in connection with thia natter. 
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28th 
1945 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Sirt 



O 



All WmWl COWUHED 
HEREIN IS aiCLMdfD — 



IN THE MATTER OF GERALD L.K. SMITH. 



Mr. Smith came to this City a short time ago and desired to hold 
public meetings in Los Angeles but met with considerable opposition. 
The opposition was, in fact, so strong that he was unable to lease 
an auditorium large enough to accomodate those desiring to hear- him. 
I interceded in his behalf at the Philharmonic auditorium for. a meet- 
ing held June 25th. Mr. Smith asked me to act as Chairman, which I 
did, end upon announcement of this fact, myself, home and office were 
immediately beseiged with numerous telephone calls and deluged with 
letters threatening, etc., intimidating my actions in trying to uphold 
Mr. Smith's right of free speech and assembly as guaranteed by the 
Constitution. I have, of course, received many letters and calls 
commending me and congratulating me on my stand. However, there are 
many influential persons who believe Mr. Smith's activities might be 
subversive or not conducive to upholding our American form of govern- 
ment and that his past activities and his present inclination. Is t,hit 
of anti-Semitic and anti-American. 



A/ 




I 




I am assured by Mr. Smith that your office is Entirely familiar with 
his background, his Americanism, andall that he stands for and I am 
asking that you advise me by return mail as to whether-or-not it is 
unAmerican and might be attacking our country in a subversive way to 
lend any moral support or aid to Mr. Smith in any manner in furthering # 

tiled by him. EX •>;;;..*' >S>\ 

Since this matter is urgent I am sending this by airmail and would 
appreciate your reply by airmail for which, I am ^&g^g^Jggj>o stage, 

Yours very' tIMj 



his campaign for Christian-Americanism - so-called by 
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Smith Opens trusa^ here, 
Hints Political Intention 

Amtrico Flrittr Scorts Communists, Defends 
Fro Spttch i«for« Packed Auditorium' , 

Gerald L. K. Smith launched We've put up with these long] 
his America First crusade here enough ; now we're gonna fight, | 
last night before an audience that "If you had any public officials) 
packed Philharmonic Auditorium here with enough guts you'd bavej 
despite a Workers* Party picket a grand jury investigation (oft 

threats against Smith and the ef-j 
forts to prevent his meeting). 

"I'm not going to look at my 
manuscript tonight; they can keep 
my $ 1000 if they have the brass to 
do it. My right of free speech can 
not be bought for flOOO. 

^When the time comes that they 
can put Charles Lindbergh in the 
gutter and Walter Winchell on the 
throne, it's time for good Ameri 
cans to rise ud and fight. 
Need For Cross 

"America Is doomed unless we 
put the Cross beside the flag . . . 

"When I say America first, I 
mean not another jtenny of lend- 
lease to Russia until she helps us 
whin the Japs. ... 

"The Jews who support Com- 
munism in this country ^re the 
worst. enemies of their own race. 

'I'm not going Into the grave- 
yard for an argument, but the 
greatest break America has had 
for a good many years was when 
Truman was inaugurated Presi- 
dent of the United States. . . ; If 
Henry Wallace thinks Russia will 
surpass the United States (as 
Smith had quoted Wallace as say- 
ing) why doesn't he run for Vice 
President under Joseoh Stalin?" 
Crowd In Square 

Smith sooke from a platform on 
which two rows of loc&l residents 
flanked him. The majority of 
them were clergymen, he said, and 
asked for a showing of hands from 
the audience to support his claim 
that another 100 ministers of the 
gospel were there. 

Loudspeakers carried his ad- 



line that denounced the former 
Huey Long lieutenant with pla- 
cards calling him a Fascist. 

The hook - nosed, florid - faced 
spellbinder from Louisiana at- 
tacked everything which he con- 
sidered out of Step With the Con- 
stitution. He defended free speech 
and accused local Communists of 
attempting to prevent his talk. He 
served notice that he would inter- 
vene in local politics and left the 
Impression that his movement 
might center in this area. 

Smith indicated that the politi- 
cal wing of his movement was sup- 
porting City Councilman Meade 
McClanahan. who introduced him 
to Lot Angeles. 

1*ik1« Councllmaa 

Speaking of McClanahan, Smith 
•aid, "The man who presides here 
tonight can be mayor or governor 
or whatever he chooses to be. I 
have never met a man with more 
intestinal fortitude than Meade 
McClanahan." 

The Councilman introduced 
Smith following an opening prayer 
by the Rev. Robert-P. «hiHer, pas- 
tor of Trinity Methodist Church. 
McClanahan said threats had been 
made against him and his family 
but that he sponsored the meeting 
because he believed Smith had 
the right of free speech,. 

Smith made free speech one of 
his many themes. "The issue." he 
said, "is; Shall we who love Christ 
maintain the right of free speech 
in this country." 

Scores Management ^ UUflMto , „ .„ , 

He denounced the management i dress outside the building where 
of Philharmonic Auditorium for] a crowd had assembled in Fersh- 



the restrictions which it, placed 
upon him and which he enumer- 
ated to his audience. He said he 
put up $1000 cash to cover any 
possible damage to the auditorium. 
another $1000 to -guarantee he 
would not deviate from the type- 
written copy of his speech (and 
which Smith boasted he would not 
look at once during his talk), an- 
other $4250 for a court reporter 
to record the evening's proceed- 
ings, a public liability bond of 
S250.000 to insure the building and 
its occupants. Smith said he was 
reauired to Pay the police officers 
who were guarding the doors and 
that he had to furnish a riot and 
civil commotion policy. 

"If you ever intend to breaK a 
leg, break it tonight," Smith 
shouted, "I got you covered." 
Refers to Mayor 
Referring to Mayor Bowron's 
statement that he hoped Smith 
would soon leave Los Angeles, the 
America Firster said. "If the 
preachers in this town ever let 
God in on what is going on here 
they'll have to elect a new mayor. 
Smith's gesture with this re- 
mark left his hand pointing at 
Councilman McClanahan. who had 
.lust informed the audience that 
the Citv Council president, Robert 

T 



ing Square. A large force of Po- 
lice was there to keep sidewalks 
cleared. They reported there was 
no violence. 

In a statement issued today, 
three church groups of Lps An 
geles disclaimed any knowledge of 
the "so-called California Pastors 
Committee" which* Gerald L. K. 
Smith claimed was supporting his 
movement. ■ 

The statement was signed by Dr. 
E. C. Farnham. executive secre- 
tary of the Church Federation or 
Los Angeles; the Rt. Rev. W. Ber- 
trand Stevens, Bishop of Los An- 
geles (Episcopal Church); and 
Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin. chairman 
of the Board of Rabbis of South- 
ern California. 



OPA Files Suit 
Against Ciro's 

The OPA today cracked down on 
Ciro's swank night spot, for al- 
leged]* overcharging m *■* «* 
lections on food and drink Mb. 

In a treble damage suit filed by 

OPA attorney Stanley Jewell it 

was asserted that H. D. Hover, 

who does business under the name 

. otv counc, prewucni. — . "Ciro's of »g™Sj J""" 

«„ m .. had warned him not H*^»^«S^*Jjg 



porting caty councilman wieaue 
HcClanahan, who introduced him 
to Los A" K»lf* 

Lands Oefncfimaa 

Speaking of McQanahan. Smith 
Bald. *The man who presides here 
tonight can be mayor or governor 
or whatever he chooses to be. 1 
have never met a man with more 
intestinal fortitude than Meade 
McCbuiahan, 

The Councilman introduced 
Smith following an opening prmyer 
by the Rev. Robert-R-Sbuler. pea- 
tor of Trinity Methodist Church. 
McClanahan said threats had been 
made against him and his familg 
but that he sponsored the meeting 
because be believed Smith had 
the right of free speech*. 

Smith made free speech one of 
his many themes. "The issue," he 
said. *t*: Shall we who love Christ 
maintain the right of free speech 
in this country." 

•cores Management 

He denounced the management 
of Philharmonic Auditorium tor 
the restrictions which it , placed 
upon him and which he enumer- 
ated to his audience. He said he 
put up $1000 cash to cover any 
possible damage to the auditorium, 
another $1000 to -guarantee he 
would not deviate from the type* 
written cony of his speech (and 
which Smith boasted he would not 
look at once during his talk), an- 
other $42.50 for a court reporter 
to record the evening's proceed- 
ing!, a public liability bond of 
$250,000 to insure the building and 
its occupants. Smith said he was 
required to nay the police officers 
who were guarding the doors and 
that he had to furnish a riot and 
dvil commotion policy. 

"If you ever intend to break a 
leg, break it tonight," Smith 
ahouted. "I got you covered. * 

Keren to Mayor j 

Referring to Mayor BowronV; 
statement that he hoped Smith 
would soon leave Los Angeles, the 
America Firster said. **H tht 
teachers in this town ever .let 
God In on what is going on here 
theVll have to elect a new mayor. 

Smith's gesture *>«■*»»■ 
mark left his hand minting at 
{witaan McClanahan. who tad 
lust informed the »«dience that 
the Citv Council president. Robert 
L Burns, had warned mm not to 
be too prominent if he wanted to 
remain in the countiJ. - • 

Smith claimed that 1000 Cali- 
fornia preachers were behind his 
movement. - 
The following comments 

cate the range of his "J 1 * 1 ™/ .„„ 
-When the New Deal machine 
.hot Huey Long they knew the 
man they had to kill to get re- 
elected in 1936. • 
"I wouldn't trade one pentacos- 



nieajj not ««iu^^i jjeiuu *. 

lease tc "uasia until she helps' 
whip U aps. 

"The * who support Com- 
munism I this country are the 
worst, enemies of their own race. 

*Tm not going into the grave- 
yard for an argument, but the 
greatest break America has had 
for a good many years was when 
Truman was inaugurated Presi- 
dent of the United States. ... If 
Henry Wallace thinks Russia will 
surpass the United States (as 
Smith had Quoted Wallace as say- 
ing) why doesn't he run for Vice- 
President under Joseph Stalixtt" 
Crowd la Square 

Smith spoke from a platform on 
which two rows of local residents 
flanked him. The majority of 
them were clergymen, he said, and 
asked for a showing of hands from 
the audience to support his claim 
that another 100 ministers of the 
gospel were there. 

Loudspeakers carried his ad- 
dress outside the building where 
a crowd had assembled in Persh- 
ing Square. A large force of po- 
lice was there to keep sidewalks 
cleared. TTiey reported there was 
no violence. 

In a statement issued today, 
three church groups of Los An- 
geles disclaimed any knowledge of 
the "so-called California Pastors 
Committee" which" Gerald L. K. 
Smith claimed was supporting his 
movement. 

The statement was signed by Dr. 
E. C. Farnham, executive secre* 
tary of the Church Federation of 
Los Angeles: the Rt. Rev. W. Ber- ,'| 
trand Stevens, Bishop of Los An- 
geles (Episcopal Church 1: and 
Rabbi Edgar F- Magnin. chairman ,' 
ot the Board of Rabbla ot South 
em California. 
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OPA Files Suit 
Against Giro's 

The OPA today cracked down on 
Ciro's swank night spot, for al-j 
iegedly overcharging in J** f» l " 
lections on food and drink bills. 

In a treble damage suit filed by 
OPA attorney Stanley JeweU I it 
was asserted that H. D. H °ver 
who does business under the name 
"Ciro's of Hollywood^ at &W 
Sunset Blvd., collected •"««» 
of $4114.55 in taxes on food and, 
drinks between July 1944 and 

M This is the second crackdown by 
the OPA on Hollywood night spots. 
Last January a number of mght- 
dubV including the Trocadero 
and the Sunset House, were token 
to task for allegedly dealing In 
black market meat. 



~ w . tft Off icer JCflM After 

si-rtssars as »ctitoiMirf.d mm* 

shirt modern preachers between 
New York and Los Angeles. 

Bates Fascism 
" "There is no man in America 
who hates Fascism more than 
your speaker. 



"We're not going to let Hitler, 



Reported missing after the sink- 
ing of a Jap prison ship oft we I 
Philippines last Ma£ Lt WJliam 
Hammond Shoup, 29. of 1927 N 
HiUhurst Ave., was actually lost 
in an engagement that took place 



can't miw free speech in this city. 4. ; _— ^m^i 
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Peoples World " -.,;•«•• 

McClanahan & Gerald Smith 

. * 

It hasn't taken long for Councilman Meade Mc- 
Clanahan of Los Angeles to show his true colors. Elect- 
ed only a few weeks ago, McClanahan is using his office 
to help promote the pro- Fascist activities of Gerald L. 
K. Smith. 

McClanahan not only admits but boasts that he 
acted as front man for Smith in, renting the Philhar- 
monic Auditorium for a mass meeting June 25. Fortu- 
nately, the rental was cancelled. 

In the April election campaign in the T3th District 
the voters were flooded with' Jew-baiting materia! on 
behalf of McClanahan. 

That gentleman, it will be recalled, expressed "dis- 
approval" of race prejudice while at the same time and 
in the same breath he covertly helped to spread this 
poisonous Hitler doctrine. 

Now the hypocrisy and essential un-Americamsm 
of McClahahan's attitude is fully revealed; he has 
aligned himself with one of the most rabid race-baiters 
in the country. . - ■ 

Little wonder that the people of the 13th council- 
manic district are shocked and are, McClanahan ad- 
mits, "bombarding" him with criticism. Only McClana-j 
han says they're not really people — they're only Com- 
munists. • 

Ex-Councilman Roy Hampton, also from the 13th 
District, used to answer all criticism by hollering | 
"Reds!" But he learned to his sorrow that the so-called 
Reds were the majority of the voters in his district. 

We think McClanahan is destined to learn the same 
lesson. .-,..' '" . 
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Hollywood, Tuesday, June 19, 1945 



D/soppo/nf/ng ■ - • > . - 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT DF COUNCltMAN Meade McClanahan 
that he would introduce Gerald K. Smith at a mass meeting was dis- 
appointing ro many voters of the Councilman* 13th district who 
fupported his election. v • 

Smith is the head of the America First Committee, a defender of 
the late Huey Long and a champion of some causes with which most 
Americans are not in sympathy. .-■ "■'■.*...-'■ 

McClanaban stated that he is "'alarmed oyer the Communist 
menace, especially since reading that the reds have planned to move 
their strategical headquarters from New York City to Hollywood." 
"Smith, according to McClanahan. • is hated by the Communists who 
"will do anything to stop bis crusade which now tnrolls three million 
people/* 

That McClanahan u alarmed ov*r the Communist menace is 
commendable. * That the Communists hate Smith is doubtless correct. 
But these are not sufficient reasons for a public servant, representing a 
district of fair-minded, earnest Americans, to align himself with Gerald 
K. Smith. 

True, the Councilman said that he had been assured that "the 
moment anything is said that is not first diss Americanism the meet- 
ing will be' adjourned." But his statement indicated that the Council- - 
man was aware of some of the charges that have been made against 
Smith and that there was need for the taking of precautions. 

Councilman McClanahan didn't take enough precautions.- 

One cannot .effectively fight -Communism by supporting Gerald 
K. Smith. Smith causes more people to align themselves with the 
Communists than he arouses to opposition against them. 

The fight against Communism cannot be won by the stirring of 
class, religious, or racial hatreds. To promote hatreds while attacking 
Communists is to cause ignorant people to believe that the Com- 
munists are the only people who are opposed to hatreds. 

The fight against Communism cannot be helped by decrying it 
at the same time that a defense is made of Huey Long, as tyrannical a 
dictator as the dictatorship of Communism. 

Smith, who has been granted his Constitutional xight.-of fatdom 
of speech, should grant to other citizens of the United States their full 
Constitutional rights of equality among their fellow citizens^ 

No blow is struck against Communism by arguing for the right 
of a few to rule the many. Communism is a menace because it has 
denied democratic rights, freedom of speech and freedom of religion,. 

The United States has reason to be proud of the success it has 
built on the foundation of freedom of religion and speech and freedom 
from prejudices. . » ' ' 

Prejudices are riot stirred by people interested in the welfare of 
this nation. 

People truly interested in this country's welfare and the mainte- 
nance of its proud position are constantly on the alert to minimize 
prejudices. ";, - t \y. ., ■ . , - __ -* 1 V ' . 

Communism isn't at war with Fascism or Fascism with Com- 
munism as some would have us believe. Both are. upholders of regi- 
mentation and totalitarianism. Both deny freedom of leligion and 
freedom of speech. Both are enemies of democracy. . - • 

We will fight them both, and fight prejudices if we would main- 
tain the glory of American democracy. . 



Experimenting 

WHENEVER PROPOSALS < ARE MADE in Congress to restore 
world trade some of our Congressmen take the view that we are merely 
being charitable toward other countries. Or they argue that our own 



<w©mmum*ii toaa <a* »iowe» *o op^uaa *g*ujK ctum. 

• The fight ag ainst Communism car ■-*!* fee won by the wirrinB trf' 
class, religious, or racial hatred*. To i \ote hatred* while attacking 
Communists is to cause ignorant peo fto believe that the Com- 
munists are the only people who are opj>6s*d to hatreds. 

The fight against Communism cannot be helped by decrying it 
•t the same time that a defense is made bfHuey Long,, a* tyrannical. a 
dictator a* the dictatorship of Communism. ■ ~* ; . 

Smith, who ha* been granted his Constitutional light .of Jsacdem 
of speech, should grant to other citizens of the United States their fall 
Constitutional rights of equality among their "fellow citizen*^ 1# 

No Wow is struck against Communism by arguing for the right 
of a few to rule the many '. Communism is a menace because it has 
denied democratic rights, freedom of .speech and freedom of religion.. 

The United States has reason to be proud of the success it has 
built on the foundation of freedom of religion and speech and freedom 

from prejudices. ■ : v ■ '■-■.'■."« -r" 

Prejudices are riot stirred by people interested 10 the welfare of 

this nation. ....-..-:., « ' '"' , 

People truly interested in this country s welfare and the mainte- 
nance of its proud position are constantly on the alert to minimize 

prejudices. v - » : * * 1 . . u - 

, Communism isn't at war with Fascism or Fascism with torn- 
tnbnism as some would have us believe. Both are upholders of regi- 
mentation and totalitarianism. Both deny freedom of religion and 
freedom of speech. Both are enemies of democracy. # 

We will fight them both, and fight prejudices if we would main- 
tain the glory of American democracy. .. 
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Exptr/menf/fig 

WHENEVER PROPOSALS* ARE MADE in Congress to restore 
world trade some of our" Congressmen take the view that we are merely 
being charitable toward other countries. Or they argue that our own 
interests are being sacrificed to foreign interests. • ., . , 

The Senate Finance Committee has received stacks of statistics on 
the benefits of the lowered tariffs involved in mutual trade agreements 
with other countries. Nevertheless., the Committee voted 10-9 to limit 
tariff cuts to 50 per cent of the 1934 tariff peak. ' - v- l . 

The State. Department pointed out that most of our .bargaining 
power with our principal foreign cus'tomers had been used up and that 
this proposal would not improve conditions. But the committee was 
unimpressed by this argument or the argument made at the San 
Francisco Conference that restoration of world trade through mutual 
exchange would help to promote ( world peace. 

Experience shows that universal high tariffs stifled trade and 
that lower tariffs have tended to restore it with other countries that 
have made concessions to us in return. ' ■ **f 

We experimented with high tariffs without good results. Our 
experiments with reciprocal tariff reductions have been beneficial. % 

Warning " - . 

FRANK BORZAGE WARNS AGAINST a drift toward pictures 
glamorizing gangsiers and black market racketeers. 'He does not want 
the world to think that these people are typical Americans. . 

Those who remember the picture of America that was spread 
through the crime pictures of the early 30's will hope that Borzage s 
plea is effective. ' 

Pictures faithfully portraying America and every other country 
can do much to bring "about the peaceful world for which we ire 
fighting. ' _- ■_ '■ ■ -_ 

Divided .' 

THE SUPREME COURT .DECISION, ruling by a vote of 5 to 3 
that Harry Bridges cannot ;be deported, settles a long standing question. 
It won't change the opinions of anyone. The public has been divided 
in its opinions and the split decision of the Supreme Court emphasizes 
the differences of opinion. 

If Harry Bridges never was a Communist as he says, then we 
hope that he never becomes one. If be was a Communist a* was 
charged, we hope that he has permanently reformed. 
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Mr* Vaada acdanahan 

CltyRll 

Lot Afif alaa 12, California 

Di«r ■>• VeClanahast 

This will wsknowla^a your It tttr of J an a 36, 1945* with 

«Mloiartt« 

nth ragard to your inquiry, X nut adriaa you that It baa 
long bean tht rult of tha attornay Oanaral that thia Bureau bold Ita 
filos confidanttal and available for official uaa only. Itmntor*, 
I fagrat that undar thia rula. It #11 bt iMpoaaibla to anawar your 
Inquiry. 

I m aura you will appraoiata tha aounfeaaa of thia praotioa 
and undaratand that no infaranoaa ahould ba drawn froa out Inability 
to furniah tha information you raquaitad* 

■ ■ ■* ainoaraly youra. 



John Edgar Hoc Tar 
JBLraetor 
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SrilTH spoke at meetings held in Buffalo, New. York, 
fA#*£)L£- n A P ril 8 * 1945, and in Detroit, 2 Michigan, April 19, 
£5E-El945. Left Detroit for San Francisco April 21, 1945, 
A* and held meetings of his followers in Chicago on 

V!/it April 22, in St. Louis April 24, Denver April 30 > and 

Salt Lake City -lay 3, 1945. Arrived, at San Francisco 
May 6, 1945, for purpose of "observing" work of the 
United rations Conference and will probably spend 
several weeks in that city. Apparently has made no 
plan for interfering with work of the conference. 
He has stated he will report, on the conference for a 
group of congressmen and the.t at the conclusion of 
the conference, his efforts will be directed to pre- 
venting approval of the conference orogram by 

Congress. 
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Letters from the Detroit Field Division to the 
Chicago, St. Louis, Denver, Salt Lake City and San 
Francisco Field Divisions dated April 3, 1945, -and 
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At Detroit. ;Iichigan 
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Subject SMITH has "made a series of talks at various meetings 
within the past few weeks, the first of these being at Buffalo, New York, on ^ 
April 8, 1945. The Buffalo speech was given at, the Hotel Stealer in that cit y 
before a meeting of the 3e stern Tfonstary Conference sponsored by thyjg gffalo ^r . n- 
nomice League under the' direction of J0S3F- : YsXfi T.PP^If, , a close friend of S-'.lTH'S. 




He had a meeting of his followers in the Book-Cadillac 
Hotel, Detroit, on April 19, 1945, t*o days prior to his departure for San 
Francisco. The room in which he sooke was filled to capacity, and the crowd 
has been estimated between 350 and 500 people . ■Kg^^^ g 

'S""ITH discussed principally the probaoleconsequences of the death oi 
isiaent Roosevelt and stated he would support President Truman, --4io.m he be- 
lieved to be a good, man, nroviding Truman would ren ounce any connection with 
International Bankers. the\£l0 and the Communists. 




San Francisco "Sell Out. 



le ""Bretton ' oods Steal," and the 
stated that he was going to San Francisco to 



"observe" the workings of the conference and that he expected to have 27 assis- 
tants there who would help bin to talk to the various delegat.es and learn what 
yeas going on. Ke said that there were 23 members of Congress, including some 
senators, ^ho looked to him for information as to what is actually happening 
at San Francisco an" that it was his duty to report to these men. 

He stated that he did not have any particular plan for 
interfering with the actual functioning of the Cgf^rence , although he said that 
it rni^t become necessary to picket the hotels in which certain of the delegates 
were living, just to let them know there was a nationalist movement in the 
Unitsd States. S-XFH stated, however, that his principal vork -*>uld be done 
after the conference had concluded and that he would then devote his attention 
to def sating any •orogram adooted at the conference He said that in order to do 
this, the strategy would be to delay a vote on these measures for as long as 
possible. He said he would try to find some patriotic members of Congress 
who would filibuster and would trevent a vote until the United States soldiers 
coule return from overseas at which time he felt the soldiers would insist that 
Congress kill any measure calling for internationalism. He pointed out specifi- 
cally that he wanted the doldisrs rather than his nationalist group to appear 
as the oersofis " who demanded that Congress vote against any measures 
adopted bv th<^San Francisco Conference. 

ft\s> 
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Informant also stated that -■■ SMITH said" the country could 
thank the Nationalists for the defeat of Henry \"allace last year, and statwk 
the country. would n&* be in Communist hands if '.."allace rather than Truman r/as 
president. >*« expressed' the opinion that he did not believa Truman v.jould go 
elong with the internationalist group, and he urged his followers to -write 
President Truman frequently and explain that t hay were against any international 
agr e orients. S'TTV also stated tVt h> would send his confidential reports 
on the San Francisco Conference to all persons who mr.de don.-tions at this 
meeting, whereupon a collection was taken up. Donors were also promised 
a free copy of a bcckty "Amsricanus," which SMITH i.s apparently? distributing. 
Literature passed out at the meeting included SMITH'S monthly letter to his 
followers for the month of -larch, 1945 > and various old editions of his maga- 
zine "Ihc-totfoss and the Flag. 11 The Bureau was supplied with a copy of the 
"arch letter in the referenced report • 
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Informant also stated that copies of a petition sponsored 
by Father T^P; .'IKI3LLO of Huntsville, Alabama, calling for en investigation of 
the Pearl Harbor disaster were circulated at the meeting. A copy of the 
invitation for this meeting indicated that it was held under the auspices of 
the National "Emergency Caimittee "representing 21 Nationalist groups," and 
it is being forwarded to the Bureau as an enclosure with this reoort. ■ 




A letter sent by SIT-' to his followers during April stated , 
:r;r e will 'lave at least 10 instructed observers at San Francisco. 




In his ADril letter to his followers entitled "Bloodshed 
and Treason, st S"3TH refers to the conference as the biggest thing of its kind 
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in the history of the world and states it will represent -'The supreme effort of 
international politicians to break down our national sovereignty," He poinded 
out that when the agr-enents reached at San Francisco are presented to the 
United States Senate if that will be the tine you and I will have to put up the 
fight of our life to prevent the Senate from approving anything that will do 
injury to America's future." T Ie stated he was going to the conference so he 
could get the ''re?l inside dope on what takes place there," which would be a 
great help in fighting the approval of the "San Francisco Sell-Out" when it comes 
before the Senate. 
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Bureau, who furnishe 
attend. 



whose identity is kno'vn t o the 
uhis information did not know whether IV would Jj 



to meet 
ence, 
or e sic* 




toH ^ S:*ITH also planned 

_ of Los Angele^^CaC!orn^^aurB^W!eSan Francisco Confer- 

vas associated with SMITH last year in ? plan to declare the 
election invalid, which plan, however, was never carried through, J 
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A co ^ of the invitation to the Chicago meetings, which 
were held at 3:00 D.m. and 8:00 p.m. April 22, 1945, is being aent as an 
enclosure to the Bureau with this report. 
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According to f ff SMITH is reported 

to have stated at the St. Louis meeting tha^wTeja^auonTsrence in which the 
United States supported "Russian Communist enslavement of innocent Ga rasas" 
was the "Criie of Crimea" and S11ITH also is reported to have said that there 
were millions of people in Germany who were no more responsible for Hitler 
than SMITH was responsible for the New Deal. Informant stated that many- 
persons sympathetic to Germany were in attendance at the meeting and warmly 
received the sentiments as above expressed by SMITH. 

The meeting h.-ld by SMITH in Denver, Colorado, April 20, 
1945, at the SngLewood Tabernacle, which is th3 church operated by Reverend 
HARVSY sfrOTvGER, was arranged for by SPRINGSR. Th3 meeting at Salt Lake City, 
whijsh was held at the Hote l Utah on May 3, 1945, was arranged 03 

idfl M of Salt Lake City. According to 

tnemeexB^was a big success and about 1,000 people attende< 
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He told I P that he was iraking a 

list df the people who had answcro^xnc^uesTKnnairehe sent out some months j? 
ago inquiring as to whether the ocrson answering the questionnaire could come to 
Washington at S'tlTH'S request. Apparently a number of people indies t 3d they 
could do so, and SI'ITH told informant that he was going to use th^se names at 
the time of the Congr3Ssional he wrings on the San Francisco proposals. Infor- 
mant thought that SHIT-? would try to gaftey as many of his followers as possible 
to impress the Congressional Committee of the strength of t v e opposition <to 
such a proposal. 

S HTH continues to maintain his Jashington activities through 
RALP 1 ^^^^ and thj lattor's wifi, MAGDAL 5NE* The BimiANS live at 1921 M 
StractT/T.3. , " ashii 




In a contact with :lrs. B2AKMAN during "larch, SIHTH pointed 
out it was vary important that he be informed concerning committees which were 
meeting to consider legislation in which he was interested and requested her 
to get th3 names of the secretaries of all important and special committees in 
both houses so that if necessa^ eight or ten telephone- calls would snable him 
to determine what ccamittees ware mesting at a particular time and what legisla- 
tion was being considersd. H3 also told her he was V3ry anxious to knov r what 
was being done in the house on the Bratton ^Toods plan and wanted to know whether 
the plan was being considered by any coaimittoe. He requested her to let him 
know immediately since he wantsd to arrange for somsaiD like CAFX HOTS to appear 
before the coimittee if therj wor? any open hearings. 

'.lien DO!" LDHB3CX visited 'ashington in ilarch, 19^5, SiaTH 
instructedh^ntocontact Yr. and "rs. B'SARV.aN and a lso sugg ested th?t he spoak 
to ■ ^ at tns Chicago Tribune Office. flHVis Washington corre- 

sr>onaln^Torv!^^?Tws paper and is believed to be theina^idual to whon SillTH 
had reference wihen he stated sometime ago that ho had a contact in '"ashington 
who was in and out of the "hits House several times a week. L0HB3CK was also 
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request 3d to call on Congressman Clare 3.lH6"ffoari of Michigan and Senator 
Burton K JJT&f -Isr . L0-IB3CK was advissd that LIBBY, probably referring to 
FR'iD*3riCKfl5,>J*IB3Y who has been an advocate of a negotiated peace, hzd an 
office in ''a*s\ington. L0HB3CK ~*as advised to svoid contacting anyone "who 
has b.:on in trouble. 51 T'js. RSiJCCaN was requested to see that L0H3XK was 
taken care of" during his, visit in Vasi\ington, 




According to 
copies of his monthly magazine '-'The 




S'^ITH is sending 
he Flag" to all m.mbors of 



hi 



Congress. He has had 10,000 copies of his .ashington News Lett3r-head printed 
and has ordered additional large; quantities of stationery for his Nationalist 
News Service. 
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VIRGIIT* L0KB3CK, who is in chsrge of his business office, 
advised informant th?t during one wo ok in April she had run off 23>0O0 pi sees 
of mimeographed literature. One particular item, the exact nature of "which was 
unknot to inform? nt, was mailed out in the quantity exceeding 3,500 copies at 
one time. 

1^ A pamphlet, ""Tioss Concept is it?" written by Mrs.^FJcT!^— 

SjjjLJBS..- of Dayton, Ohio, is being distributed by him in some quantity, "trs. 
&13&2 is a member of one of the Mothers' groups which is closely aligned vdth 
S'-ITH. S^ITH has ordered an additional 2,000 copies of the book ^Forty Years 
of Eoosevslt" by TUaateoiTTrL-jJ) of Chicago and has been in contact vrith DO" 10H- 
BeCK to arrange for publication of a pamphlet written under the pen name 
"Americanus," the exact title of this pamphlet not being known, but "Americanus" 
is b.-lieved to be the pen name of CARL '8DTS of Indianapolis, a close friend of 
S>.aTH. 



m. 



During the latter part of April and the first part of I- lay, 
S'HTH had print 3d and distributed more than 11,000 copies of his monthly maga- 
zine "The Cross 2nd the ?l. : -g", H: is presently conducting a campaign to increase 
the number of subscriptions for this magazine, and in a letter sent out very 
recently to the present subscribers, ho has indicated that he wanted the present 
subscribers to send him the names of "good American citizens" whom they believe 
would be interested in ! 'The truth concerning events in Washington and elsewhere.' 
SMITH stated he wanted the new subscribers to be people named by the present 
subscribers and ^ho were enthusiastically familiar with his editorial policies. 
The names thus submitted ^ould be sent copies of the magazine for two months 
in the hope that th.y would then subscribe, S'HTH stated in this letter that 
the time has come for him to expand his educational program and "7e must en- 
lighten an increased number of people. " A copy of this letter is being s^nt to 
the Bureau as an enclosure -*ith this report. 





Some of SMITH'S l iteratu re J.s_ f inding its way into the hands 
of members of the Armed Forces, since fl B stated that 

SIITH'S December, 1944, letter to his. iSHowsrsenTltTocM'KerFcllow American" 
and a reorint of an article by JOHN J^LYNN entitled "Pearl Harbor Blame Laid 
to FDR Blunder," which reprint hrs been widely distributed by SMITH -wore found 
by a member of the Armed Forces in a Army Weapons Carrier at 6th and Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, February 8, 1945. 




r 1 - 



: V\:^,;^:^^^^^^^^nv-iiftvfraA"-, ■ )iiiiaiijli 



^ . t j wi'ka i-tVy il 



» i- ifl Wtd*fc &«•'. li-^-^' ^._ -..■--„■, 



^..vo 




mm 

HI 1 




* '?? —J 






(De 62-1126) 




. STon of "The 

began vith the issue of March 17, 1945. It is noted that throughout 
thesevaricus issues SMITH follows generally the rationalist isolationist, anti- 
Administration, anti-Semitic and anti-Communist policy -which has characterized 
his other publications. In the initial issue of March 17, 1945, SI-HTK stated 
that Rooseveld had shocked even his own "palace guard" by admitting he favored 
Stalin's plan for forcing 10,000,000 Germans into human slavery. Another item 
in the same issue stated that at the Yalta Conference practically every terrible 
proposal originally ro?de by Henry 'lorgenthau for the debasens nt and destruction 
of the German people was aporoved. 

In the issue of ? larch 24, 1945, he stated, among other 
things, thet the rapid under-surface growth of Nationalism in America was 
creating a Danic in the hite House. He also pointed out that the law recently 
•passed in Few York State, which was supposed to remove rpcial bias, has proved 
to be a monstrosity and actually stimulating racial bias. " 

In the issue of iirch 31, 1945, he accused England of hoarding 
food given her by the United States in crder thrt she might subsequently distri- 
bute it to European nations in a wa that would build up political good will for 
"Snglsnd. )is. stated that the Yalta agreement was an abject surrender of -res tern 
civilization to the C-.. .unism of Stalin and pointed out that exoerts believe the 
Japanese war will last until 1947 ?nd eventually cost one-third of a trillion 
dollars. 



upon the Bretton 
14, 1945, the Sen 
based UDon secret 
same issue that a 
agencies" for the 
and the ,r .;ashingfco 
ist ne^s^a'Ders. 



The issue of April 7, 1945, was devoted largely to attacks 
:oods ;nd Dumbarton Oaks agreements, and in the issue of April 
Francisco Conference *'?s condemned because it was allegedly 
deals between Stalin and Roosevelt. 6 ? XT-: ■ points out in the 
large sum of money has been set eside by the "prooeganda 
purpose of attacking p. "Chicago Tribune, " the 'Few York Hews." 
n Times-Herald," all of >-hich are said by SIJITH to be National- 



In the issue of April 25, 1945, SKITH states that President 
Truman is surrounded by his worst enemies, including Henry ".'all ace and Sidney 
HiUman, and unless he cleans out .At his gang," they would ruin him within thirty 
days . * 
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In the issue of "ay 2, 1945, he complains about the greet 
quantity of meat being sent to Russia *-«hile Americans dp not receive any msat. 
He also stated that President Truman -wanted an investigation of the Pearl 
Harbor scandal but that terrific pressure would be brought to bear by ruthless 
and po 'erful forces to tt event the facts from becoming known. 

In the issue of May 9> 1945> he expressed the view that 
President Truman is a Nationalist and that his apparent Internationalism is likely 
en evidence of party regularity. Me states that wise observors in Washington 
believe the S^n Francisco Conference would be a failure and that a propaganda 
campaign led by a Jewish Congressman was being launched in Washington to brand 
all rationalists and America Firsters as Fascists. He stated that a determined 
and vicious effort was being made to stop the publication of "The Letter." 
Copies of all of the above issues are being sent to the Bureau as enclosures with 
this report, and extra copies of the issues of J!arch 17 > 2 4 and 31 &re beij 
retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division.' 




* 



S.'.ITH continues to follow in this publication 
e same general editorial policy vhich he has been follov7ing for some time. 
He praises various prominent Nationalists, particularly Senator Burton K. 
'.'^heeler and former Senator Gerald ?. Nye and Reverend SD.&tD U3DGa)eCTtlRAN of 
Brooklyn, New York, head of the International Catholic Truth Society. He states 
that Stettinius is merely a stooge and Harry Hopkins sets out the policy of his 
own National Emergency Committee, calls for a definitaorxtf war aims and issues 
a warning and a call to action to various groups in the country calling for their 
support of Nationalism and the America First Party against what he refers to 
s the "Enemies of America. : « One of the feature articles by Reverend ARTHUR 7J, 
a&iriZLLO is entitled "Indifference is Treason." " — 



In the April issue, he condemns the "Baltimore Smear," by 
"certain Jewish Communis ts," of a group known as American Action, Incorporated. 
He condemns the alleged threat of Qentiles by a writer in "The American Hebrew? 
denounces "'ALT3R "I- T CH2LL, the alleged Russian control of the Crimean Conference 
and secret diplomacy. One of the leading articles is the reprint of an editorial 
by United States Senator Harlan Bushfield of South Dakota on Dumbarton Oaks. 
SMITH also devotes considerable soace to the incidents surrounding their neeting 
in Chicago on March 15, 1945, under th.9 captain "Chicago Christians Victories." 

The V.&y issue contains the second part of the speech of 
Senator Bushfiald under the caption !, Super State Opposed" and reprints an 
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article from a "Washington Times-Herald" of March 29, 1945, calling for the 
formation of a i»7 political party in the United States that "culd appeal to 
"Southern and Western America first and individualist's sentiments primarily," 
The balance of the magazine devoted to editorial comment -.vritten by SMITH 
follows his usual anti-British, anti-Russian, anti-Communist and anti-Semitic 
policies. Copies of tha >?arch, April and Hay issues of the "Cross and the Flag" 
are being sont to the Bureau as enclosures vdth this report. 

In most of his literature, SMITH continues to emphasize 
the Chicago meeting of March 15, 1945, in the course of ?.<hich there ras a con- 
siderable disturbance outside the meeting hall> which, according to SMITH, 
'as inspired by "Jev.dsh Communists." SMITH has indicated that he believes the 
incidents surrounding this affair, together with the newspaper publicity, to 
be very favorable to him. He has reprinted the greater part of the article 
appearing in his April issue under the title "Chicago Christians Victorious" 
and has distributed this as a pamphlet among his followers. In the pamphlet 
he states that the full story touIcL be told in his April, 1945, letter. The 
so-called full story is set out in this letter under the title "Bloodshed and 
Treason." Copies of this pamphlet and also of the April letter are being sent 
to the Bureau as enclosures rith this reports , fj. */ 

ecr copies of ne^sp^per 
clippings from the-jBfr icago Daily Tribune^/ of xarch 13, 14 and 15, 1945. The 
first of these carried an editorial "100 Tvires "Jam of Bloodshed if SMITH 
Talks." The second carried the headline "Reject Protest Against Speech by 
G31ALD SJ3TH," and the article of M arch 15th sta ted that the polic< 
g uard S.TTH f S rally on that night. 




i* 




xn tne'rues "o 

mentioned above 

Bureau as an enclosure wi 



^__^^ A copy of this list is being retained 
)ivision, and copies o f the newspaper clippings 

are being sent to the 

rep o] 



in the Jewish newspaper, "Th 
article indicating that nume 




b 



_____^^_ obtained a copy of the article 
tinei," for March 15, 1945, containing an 
protests had been received against the rally 
?7hich SMITH intended to hold in Chicago thst evening. The editorial from the 
same paper pointed out that though SMITH had been able tjo carry through vdth 
his scheduled meeting "he and his Fascist movement suffered a staggering defeat" 
and that "the fight has not ended." A clipping from th; ^y gnlcago D aily News"/*/ , 
of inarch 16, 1945, described the SMITH meeting and carriedTa pictur e of StiTHF ****^- 



"" owuw^uiGu iu'.;vjwxj46 ii^ a.nu. iu a raousi< muY^monu ouxi.rpu a staggering eeie 
and that "the fight has not ended." A clipping from th; ^y gnlcago D aily News" 
of *areh 16, 1945, described the SMITH meeting and carriedTa pictur e Of SM I T H 
alongside the article. An article in the "Chicago Tribune" of March 19, 1945, 
stated that the American Legion denied having taken any part in the demonstration 
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which was carried on outside the hall in which SMITH spoke. These clippings 
aro being sent to the Bureau as enclosures with this report. 
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/ S?dTH has also been in contact with his former secretary, 

BWARDVpe*?AN, who has now returned to Detroit and is work ing for the pri nting 
company (Which does most of SMITH'S p rint^Tg^Accort^g to j^mmm^^ ^ 
named fl B 

^ J and whol^neao!quarSrswerea^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^F was i n 

contact with S V H1H on several occasions. ^^^a^^^he^ma^M^^^flonferred 
with S?HTH about were of importance, but the informant was unable to learn the 
nature of their conversation. SMITH has had some arguments with GBCftG^TTCET^i 
of Chicago, who is head of a group in that city known as the "Constitutional 
Americans." FOSTER is apparently angry with SIZLTH because the latter did not 
divide with FOSTER t}>e proceeds of some meetings held by SJaTH in Chicago some 
time ago at whichiiee tings FOSTER presided. Evidence of this was found in an 
article by VICTOffftlESEL in the "New York Post," April k, 1%5, entitled "How 
Genial Gerald Smith Lives the Life of Riley." The circumstances of this article 
are based upon an alleged disclosure by FC&T5R that Slim is making a large 
amount of money and living luxuriously as the result of his Nationalist activities 
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and that F0ST5R has severed all connections with S UIH. RISSEL states in his 
article that ^rabble-rousing is big business today and profi table too." A copy 
of this article was furnished by fl ^and is being sent 

to the Bureau as an enclosure witnTnasrepori 




'Michigan, 

April in c onneC 

SXITH and 



An employee of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, Detroit, 
was in contact with Sfc'llH during the_ early part of 
ith S?!ITH'S tax problems. According to| 

^held 



i 



a lengthy discussion in the course of which 

explained that he had a lot of political enemies and that he wanted to 
talk to some of the "old timers" in the bureau rather than to someone who had 
gotten the job in the last three years.^ J stated that he was an "old timer" 
and that, his policy was togive everybody a break. The contact .between the 
two was evidently made byflW since he told SMITH that the revenue agents from 
the Department in VJashingtortwere checking on SMITH and >»I don't want this 
against you . . ^^. If they come along and tell me what to do— well, I don't 
want to do it." J | then explained that he had contacted SMITH and given 
him this information since he wanted to give SMITH a break. 

__^ stated that SMITH'S reaction to L 

the death of President Koosevelt had been that it was a good thing the President 
had died since it was a case of one man with too much authority for too long, 
a period of time. He stated it was apparent that with Hitler out and with 
Roosevelt dead all those who tried to get all the power into their own hands soon 
pass out of the picture. He felt that the death of Roosevelt left Churchill and 
Stalin in bad shape since to them it was like the/leath of Santa Claus. ' n 
He expressed th?t Truman had been the best man on/ any of the tickets last faii 
and would make a better president than Wallace./ 

According to fl V, SMITH had received ' 

mail recenUyfromMBB^f of Ch icago; fromB^^^^^^B of Prospect^ Ohio; 
from ^ W ^ 3t>, Louis; afl Jo^Cn^ago; flo, 

of Denver/ ''Colorado; from Senator ^eraTa^^Jye; Congressman 
Michigan; Congressman Hag en, hVtfp>-flOH2R of St. Marys Ohio; and] 





_ , aiuin'o toiieu Lions 
through the mails totaled $14.50 on March 20th and $33.00 on April 5th. On 
April 11th, the receipts were $28.50. On April 18th, he received over 300 
responses from his followers in one day, although informant did not know the total 
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amount of money received. He has evidently been trying to cut down his expenses 
since he has advised informant that during the summertime the income would be 
smaller and he now had a pay roll of $228.50 per week for extra help which would 
have to be reduced. On April 26th, his donations were $19.50 and on Hay 2nd and 
3rd, $22 and $23 respectively. On May X2th, the donations amounted to $16. 

Informant noted that the name of R0H5RT PCKERS, one of the 
owners of the Arnold Powers Printing Company of Detroit, had been added to SMITH'S 
mailing list indicating that possibly POVJERS was a contributor. 




questionable groups, including Father CHARLES E. COUGHLIN'S magazine "Social 
Justice," 

Inasmuch as reports have already been received from the 
Buffalo and St. Louis Fiold Divisions concerning the recent appearances of the 
Subject SMITH Jn those field divisions, no leads are being set out for those 
offices. 

ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAU 

Reprint of article appearing in the March issue of "The 
Cross and the Flag" with the word ""'arning" at the top in red ink. 

Circular entitled YChicago Christians Victorious." 

Newspaper clippings from the "Chicago Daily Tribune" which 
are entitled "100 Vires '"am of Bloodshed if Smith Talks" from the l-*arch 13, 
1945, issue ;*^Keject Protest Against Speech By Gerald Smith" from the March 14, 
1945, is sue ^Police to Guard Gerald Smith's Rally Tonigit" from the liarch 15, 
1945, issue^jfesgion Denies Taking Part in Smith Protest" from the March 19, 1945 
issue. m. 

Newspaper clipping from, the "Chicago Daily News" of March 16, 
1945, entitled "Gerald Smith Speaks; Cheers Inside, Boos Out." 

Newspaper clipping from the "New York Post" of April 4, 1945, 
entitled "Labor Naw and Comment - Hoy? 'Genial Gerald 1 Smith Lives the Life of 
Riley" by VICTCRNH5SEL. 

Portion of "The Sentinel" with headlines "Smith Rally Pro- 
tssted by City." This is from the issue of March 15, 1945. 




I 



Four-page mimeographed letter headed "ffiToodshed and Tr 
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April and Kay. 



Copies of "The Cross and the Flag" for the months March, 



One invitation card to meeting at Hotel La Salle, Chicago, 
Illinois, April 22, 1945, under tte auspices of the Committee of Veterans - 

' orld T 7ar II. 

* 

0n3 invitation to hear G31ALD L. K. SMITH at the Book- 
Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, April 19, 1945, under the auspices of the 
National Snergency Committee, representing 21 Nationalist Groups. 

One invitation to hear G3RALD L. K. SMITH at the Kiel 
Auditorium, St. Louis, Missouri, April 24, 1945, under the auspices of the 

National Emergency Committee, representing 21 Nationalist Groups. 

Threerpage mimeographed letter sent by SMITH to the subscribers 
of "The Cross and the Flag" requesting them to submit names ofrpeople to whom 
he would send two issues of the magazine in 'the hope they would subscribe. 

Copies of "Th^Tetter" for March 17, 1945; March 24, 1945; 
March 31, 1945; April 7, 1945; April 14, 1945; April 25, 1945; May 2, 1945; and 
May 9, 1945. 
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THE CHICAGO FI.ILD DIVISION 



UNDEVELOPED L3ADS 



Vrvt ■ a 



At Chicago, Illinois , will, as requested in Detroit Field 
Division letters dated ^iarch 5 and 12, 1945, submit a report on the results of 
the meeting held by SubjeetSMlTH at the Temple Hall, Marshfield and Van Buren, 
Chicago, Illinois, March 15, 1945. 

Will, in accordance with the request contained in Detroit 
Field Division letters dated April 3,and 17, 1945, submit a report on the meet- 
ings held by Subject SrOTH at Hotel LaSalle, Chicago, at 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
April 2, 1945. 

T: ill check its indices and files to determine what infor- 
ma^onisava^ab^^hcreinCQncerniji^^ of 

of | Wf who 

withSMrn^furing the month of Apr il^nTw^H ^e EgHSTe^ffie same informa t ion 
from the same sources concerningj ^BB ^^J gflJ an ^W/^^HKKKKKtlf v * 10 
have cooperated with SMITH in arrangements for the^meetings heCTb^nm in 
Chicago on March 15, 1945, and April 22, 1945. 

THE DENVER FniD DIVISION 



h 



m 







zw% 



At Denver, Colorado , will, in accordance with Detroit 
Field Division letters dated April 3 ar^d 17, 1945 1 submit a report concerning 
the m.' .ting held by the Subject SMITH at the Englewood Tabernacle of Dr. 
HARV3} 3PRING51 on April 22, 1945. 

THE SALT LAKE CITY FIELD DIVISION 

At Salt Lake City, Utah , will, in accordance with Detroit 
Field Division letters dated April 3, 17 and 26, 1945, submit a report con- 
cerning the meeting held by the Subject SMITH at the Hotel Utah, Salt Lake City, 
on May 3, 1945. 

THE SAT FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION 

At San Francisco, California , will follow and report the 
activities of the SubjectSrIITH while he is in San Francisco in connection with 
activities of the United Nations Conference. It is being pointed out, however, 
that no surveillance of SMITH should be conducted and that information obtained 
shculd be gotten solely through informants. 

Will report the results of any meetings sponsored by SMITH 
or at which SMITH speaks, it being pointed out that coverage of such meetings 
should be effected sololy through informants. It is noted that SMITH has 
indicated he may hold a meeting at Oakland, California, during his stay in that 
state. 
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Will, upon learning *.6f any plans of the Subject SMITH 
for conducting meetings in various cities en route from San Francisco to his 
home in Detroit, Michigan, advise the Bureau, The Detroit Field Division and 
the field divisions in which such meetings are to bo held, of the time and place 
of such meetings. 

» 
TH5 DETROIT FI1LD DIVISION 

At Detroit, Michigan , will maintain contact with Confidential 
Informants for the purpose of following further activities of the Subject. 



m\ 



A co^y of this report is being sent to the Philadelphia 
Field Division in view of the incident which prompted SubjectSMlTH to write 
a letter to Director John Edgar Hoover and to the Washington Field Division in 
view of SMITH'S continuing activities in Washington, D. C. 



j^t'i.y-*: 



In accordance with Bureau instructions, investigative 
reports submitted in this particular case are not to be distributed to other 
governmental agencies. 
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July 7, X9l*5 



Mr. Jhwb V. Mclneraey 

Acting Head, Criminal Division 

John Bdgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

GERALD L. K. 8MX1R, 
AMERICA FIRST PARTI 
OTEHHAL SBCURITI - JO 
8EDITIOT 



Knoloeed tor your inforaatton in the 
of tbo investigative report of Special A gen 
191*5, et Detroit, Michigan. Also attaohed 
enclosed Material referred to In this report. 
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to i Director, F^I > ; 
SAC , Los Angelea 

subject: QIRALD L. K. SMITH, with, aliases; 
S AMERICA FIRST PARTT ! 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 
SECURTTT MATTER 
SEDITION 



>VERNMENT 

./■■■■■•■ 

DATE: July 6, 1?1*5. 







-. i 





shed this office with the following information regarding 
act's future plans? 

GERAID L. K. SMITH is leaving for the East within a week or ten 
days, visiting Salt Lake City, Denver, and Detroit, enroute to Washington.) 
He will remain presumably about two weeks, maybe four. During that time 
"Ham and Eggs" organization of Los Angeles will book him at San Diego, San 
Bernardino, Fresno, Oakland, and Sacramento. About three small towns in 
areas adjacent to each of these cosmopolitan cities will be booked. There 
will be in all about fifteen engagements. He is returning East to confer 
presumably with former Senator Reynolds, who married the daugh ter of Mrs. 
CISSY^McLEAN of the Hope diamond fame, and Senator BURTON" ^H^LEP. and other 
isolationists. It is his intention to establish his first regional head- 
quarters in Los Angeles and publish a paper dealing with many local issues. 
Deals will be made with the political outs and minority groups in each 
community and local' action in local politics will be promised. 

Copies of instant letter are being furnished interested Field 
Divisions in which subject, is alleged to be scheduled to appear in order 
that adequate informant coverage may be arranged prior to SMITH'S arrival. 

Since the above information is only tentative, SMITH'S definite 
plans will be furnished to the Bureau, as well as to interested offices, 
as soon as SMITH'S plans crystalize. 







cc - San Francisco 
Salt Lake City 
Denver 
Detroit 

Washington Field. 
San Diego 
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TO 

FEOM 

SUBJECT: 



MR. D. M. 



hndtim • UNITED S_ boVERNMENT 

DATE: July 13, l?!^ 



J. C. Strickle- ._ 

GERALD L. K. SMITH; AMERICA FIRST PARTT 
INTERNAL SECURITY | SEDITION 



I thought you would be interested In knowing that a 





mpting 



Ur. Hereon 

l£r. Penni:-.2tori_ 
Vs. ftulnn Temrf 

Tele. Roo m 
Ur. Ne&se 
Kiss Beahi n 
Kiss &&ndy 



to verify it. 

In the recent past there have been suggestions that Smith might 
attempt to move from Detroit to Los Angeles because of the dismal showing 
he made in the recent Presidential election. Since Smith is a minister he 

appa rentl y *ou ld Jfljjt Aftyjp wt fifliiB£i^^' flcult ' y in t^l^S over 

^^^^M^fe^ T^l^^' ; ^^iMW™^"^^^ If he could retain hie" Nationalist 
^oHBSB^Twnlcn appears to be substan tial in Los Ang eles, and at the same 
time acquire the following built up byB ■ he would undoubtedly 

take on more significance as a politica^fj^reLosay nothing of the financial 
benefits he would derive from his leadership of these two groups. 



This matter is being closely followed, and tfou 
advised of any further information we receive definitely 
is planning to move to Los Angeles, 



will be promptly 
indicating Smith 
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STATEMENT BY GERALD L.K. SMITH . * V 

•a'AAN FRANCISCO BNITED RATIONS CONFERENCE AMP V'"-'-' -■■ 

';-,/; ; ,v: ,;.;" -..-" '/;_ JaiOJRKD SUBJECTS '■■ ^ / . /-:.- '■.;": * 

Motes Smith Is the National Director of the America First Party ♦ Spokesman T 
\\ ''/'tor £1 Rationalist groups* Is ©bs erring and reporting the Conference for 61 
; periodically He la preparing a confidential report for six members ef the ■>.;- 
t United Jftates Senate and seventeen members of the Lower House of Congress. . 

piRScy kvoaxt \ v .^:-'-' : ;;.;.■-';.. y ..,; /.-..■ -^>---v- : -'- ;"■'?■> 

'*he Communist Far ty never disbanded* It has been underground and is now 
•preparing to come out in the open and fight against Fresident Truman and his 
policies* 2 assert* upon the authority of Xagr Fulton J* Sheen of Washington, 
. D*C*, 'that the communists hare been and will cooperate lOOjf with the Basi un 
-ground in thw Ses tern (Western Hemisphere)* Ttioy have established; headquart a 
; in Mexico City* They are using as their Western Hemisphere propagandists no 
—only native Ma si-Communists, but Communists who fled Spain* These Spanish Re 
f who are cooperating with He grin, are valuable beoause they know the Spanish 
language, so necessary in South America* Megrln, Browder and their ilk are 
preparing to undermine the Republics of the Western Hemisphere* which, of 
course, includes the Church* * 

... ■ ? "' v' '■* -y- ■ "' ' '■'-•..' ■ ' - • . ■ " ■■■'•. • ■ ■■' '■". ,.■'. 
Hy observations here and elsewhere convince me/ that Russia never intended to 
; mlncerely cooperate* The incident involting the 16 Foles and the controversy 
inspired by General Tito was intended purposely to torpedo any attamept to 
«nite the nations for peace* Russia does not want peace* She wants a European 
revolution aa well as a Western Hemispheric revolution* The statements coming 
Gut of Paris, Milan and Berlin from Communist leaders simultaneous with the 
arrival of Megrln in the United States, as well as the threatening statement 
Issued by Earl Browder* means that the time has come when every loyal Americai 
mist brace himself to fight the Communist menace* . 

•''-■'■■ ♦*♦♦ ^ ■ -i 



hope that they can inspire minority groups to cooperate 
vith them in their fight on ell antl*Communist organisations* These Reds have 
been so sucessful that many journalists and rank-and-file citizens actually 
believe that I preach racism* The accusation is false* I urge tfee representat 
• of minority groups at San Francisco to survey the technigue of the Reds in 
this respect* The Reds are the ones that will introduce racism into the polit- 
ical fight* 2 believe that any attack on any man because of his race or creed 
is un-American and un-Christian* 

I assert that the State Department knows and is in possession of a document 
' confirming the fact that our representatives st Yalta agreed to give Korea ^. 
to Stalin in retmm for certain cooperation* '■.; 

I accuse the Russians of virtually attempting blackmail on the nations of 
the World beoause of what they consider to be their strategic position as it 
relates^ to the Orient* 

I accuse the Russians of refusing to help 'us whip the Japs until we have agree 
to Junk the regime of Chiang-Kai-shek ( in China. ^<Tw£ 



M 



RICA FIRST 



R T Y 



GERALD L.X. SMITH 
FOUNDER 



June«»1945 



Dear Patriotic Friend; - /V 

Your contribution in response to our June letter Is accomplishing more 
^? an J y ^..?? n .^ oa elne# It is making it pos Bible for us to lay a deep and 



the morning I wrote this letter . It apeak* for itself* 



rrT ^ r ^ win ^ ^W'J l^ ^ J , J ,...,_, 



Quoting one of the top COmmuniat leaders of the Hation, who apoke this" 

f^o^K^i 1 ?? ^*,^ 3 . 1100 An « oles Daily ftcanilner reveala that the Red 
traitor aaid the following! 

the rtfnks these 

_ 4 ■ Ve aust infiltrate & B666*nks of dflj service men— the veterans ■ 
returning from the wars and 



our communis 

volunteer as hostesses in uso a*nteena, ohurohea. aooiai groups— wnereve 



es seeic recreation and are prone 



EmjaVl WMJ:al:l' f T»gif5fgl 



gro w mun& 

liWAM-l-HEEBOJ 



now tha 



s outgrown 



New York as 









our ranks and car 



As I promised you, I am enclosing herewith a copy of the press release I . 
handed out the day I attempted to meet with 300 newspapermen in the Palace 



addressed the news pap ere men* Each representative of the press { and the 
; whole world was represented) received a copy of the enclosed statement; Re 
it carefully because I think it contains a prophetic truth which will 
gradually be fulfilled in the understanding of the American people* 

( If you are entitled to my report on the San Franc Is co Conference, pleas* b 
advised that the Conference has not ended yet, and the report cannot be 
prepared and sent to the printers until the Conference in complete, 

-. i 

Of course, I don't need to tell you that the enemy is very vicious, and is 
stopping at nothing. If you have seen the Cross and The Flag for this mon 
you know that the People 1 * Daily World (Stalin's paper) published 1 in Calif o 
has actually demanded' that I be shot, anf if not shot, put away in prison 
for the rest of my natural life, 1 \ 

I carry on for you and the lovers of tru Americanism in the firm belief 
that the day of victory for Christian Nationalism is fast approaching, ■ 

Sincerely yours, " >• 



Ford Cod! -and Coun J 



I accuse the Russians 
falsely eal<? ^** dlssc 
Britian* Stalin wants 
Communis t* Alt T * * 



•2- . 

gh their Communist IntB feional* which they 
; of having precipitatelRW July election in 
get rid of Churchill because Churchill is anti» 
ye always "been critical of Britian's imperialist 



■\5EM3EiMsiim33i 



affiMTOMTrs 



he rising tide of Stalinism in Brit Ian. 



X do not «ocept the political philosophy of Franco, but 1 do know that Franc 
has the cooperation of the Church, and I am convinced that the Negrln moveme: 
and the so-called Free' Spanish movement are inspired by Stalin f s Fifth 
Column organisation in the United States* ~ ' 

I accuse the Russians and the American Communist Party, in cooperation with . 
the Nazi underground In the Western Hemisphere, of conspiring in Mexico City 
recently to torpedo this Conference and then blame it on the Nationalists* 

1 accuse the Communists and their cabal of having lnfiltered the State Depar 
sent to the end that they have hindered Rationalists periodicals, including 
tome of the great daily newspapers In their attempts to get news: concerning 
proceedings* 

2 assert that Russia is cooperating with the German citizenry and Is prep* 
•ring t arm the Germans In their plans to communize Europe* I challenge the 
Russians to deny the faot that former Nasi officers are conspiring with 
Sasslan officials in this strategy* This is one of the reasons for the so- 
called complete news blackout on the Russian side of the former German t err 11 
ory* It must be remembered that no German city was ever bombed by Russians, 

I cannot forget that reoently Msgr Fulton J* Sheen, eminent a uthrolty in the 
Catholic Church* aaids " The true materialistic Nazis have been cooperating 
with the Russian Communists all through the war* 11 

" oncerning the proposed charter t 4 Z am oonvinced that U*S* Senator Vandenbej 
a too much of a statesman to ask the Senate to approve anything that would 

resemble closely the original Dumbarton Oaks Flan* Stalin will never aurrend 
. tUS Ills right of veto* Re knows that Russia is planning to do things that no 
•*\one Rspubllc In the Western Hemisphere, unless it would be Mexico, would 
J ^approve. 

atettlnlue should resign immediately* His original appointment was only on 
the assumption that he would do Roosevelt's will, the late President being, 
in faot, his *wn Secretary of State* Now that we have a President who seems 
willing to divide authority, Stettinius should be replaced by someone who 
lias, spent a lifetime familiarising himself with world problemns* 
., ' r "\ ' i - " ' ■ ,.. .'.;■*' ' ■ -" ■..■=■■■'-' 

-~A Vo^ld Charter en the order of Ohapaultepeo would be satisfactory to most 
Nationalist** Nationalists by and large favor cordial relationship with all 
•mat lo&s, ^provided we are not asked to share sovereignty and provided we are 
not asked to shed blood and aioney without the direct consent of the Congress 
*f the\Unlted States as it relates to every suoh act* 



I assert that an American made CGFtJ has operated in San Franolsoo for the 
express ^purpose of tiollotamg , shadowing and curbing the activities of all . 
* Nationalists and the representatives of all newspapers, large and small, ■'■■<! 
whose editorial policy runs contrary to Stalin *a plans* / 

4fe .Nationalists grieve over the terrible hold Communism has on our Nation, b 
we, are anoouraged to believe that our Senate will mvw adopt a Charter whic 
j 'auppor^ pertain. aecret deals at Talta and the Dumbarton Oaks plan* ''••..:; 

Hy persecution and the attempt on the part of Journalists and other propagaw 
^lat* to Vidicule 0ur ainoara axpressions of opinion indicate tw« *il*'-- #•• ; 
Vi^SttVlournallsts have been duped by the Red li~ (pi A?k th *05«* U) 
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V June 27. 1945 



V*V*V«: 






f %wammlM% tarty la re~organis ing for a tough, bitter fights It will :'^ 
re 'its itrategio base of bparation from lew lork to Hollywood* <*arl * ^| 
owder^eiay jbe -sidetracked as a hypooritcal gesture* The farty irUl tiont-y-f 
so to .wor*;iii perfect fa«rniony with Btalinfe government in Ruas !*• All ^j& 
itfetloWllstf and ent^OBaunlata will be branded *a Faeoists* a1* v -f^ 

^oovC^I^ «taila ^ 

VfM*r-4rrlttan ; by -lte oditqr* "The writer eondeantrt ©ertain Aaerloana -y^ 
-#o^**J>ro»©unoiflg Ahem a aenaee to Ruaaian«*aeri©an relations* ^h© v " 
aaia*. je^iAlatod^em as tollowa t Chas . *• Coughlin, .forald' UU & 

sia^j#»tVJNnat©r.faft '#t Ohio, tun ?re is thood of the Catholso CMarch, 

•Ni&d4bvV!8aip7 JS*oa*;&he Rueeian periodieal ;a§ids *^eae* Ae*riaena ' 

ant^ldapea *hft vocal siinorlty whose political ley m»aihles/and #f fort Vr 

fc^tpposltloa to tha natlanal interests of the Baited »wios*?%:* 



©•Ccmntmlat etews fcave organised a aati6nvide Mmpeigm to^rerent 
<yl|ilth tram leasing publie hallai Their "*§ chnique la^to m»«£ - 
B^m1aV»loi^io&o a*»3>aJ£n» Lombard lag the JaanageBont «f ^a ;•!>•» — 
TtolJy f hraata Of Tlolanoe ato ^jBployadttJn : Loa Angelas *oliplione i 
hCpKiiRgaaant if ' ttia ^hilhanionlo Audltorlua ware so terrorizing ^ 
kte ^tha paaagar^iiotually ^mlimwm that his hall would ^fca^lajen wp# 
%ate|loit4* -*arrlhla # Manasera oan readily detect who la ^voalllr- "■"— ' 
-M^h^oa>et liaea t«rrori»ed» they ^eooae Tory hitter, ^due to" the w ^ , _ 
lM*ff|oloyho0e jaalla «alce it /iiq?0i8lhla ''tor them 4o ?©arry «n their trout 




•k*l^ ^a^ay,^ioibar>pf )the Brltiali Mrliaaent ^rho was 
>ro*fhaii four jeare*without '■% trial tor ^oaing ^to the .fid ^a 
^ooii^3»*oleasemiaxia Aa asaln funotloninglaa *!a1oibor,#f .**J 



e^oJpoaroe Swii^^v^at^u'wntha it thia^oar 4hat only * 
~"" " ~" r peraon, *pei;Jejonth* will *e *Taila*bl©# dhief oauae of 



^gro^l^toW^Te>irrlod^ vbmen^ fhiU abriw^^Ti^ at*)*o* *ry 



^^do^ho^llowi^aensitlo^ atat'emanti ■ fin Td 



JPonataiats .la 



_ _ , So oaid iie was *otlas^« 

ing4onduotod hy hia organisation which wae jto 

on for a "possible ^brelkin^ '' 



vf % ■ *fi* ■ ■ - 






kTHS ttTTIR 



H--M4. 






*h4 »rr wi -of •!* li&iYMuala for tha th#ft of confld#iitl«i;*ll«0 r 3ii";; 



ooluded one Phillip ?afTa (Hew Xork pr o-Coanuniat) -fendjlar* v «*yn (foraarly 

losburgji Jaffa la on© 4»f tha hoary coxxtrlbutorf to "the Oonnanatut : ;ja*ty ; •' >a 



rrTa.Tmw t»;«m I Mx-T^rr-rn,?:^ \ < MiiT'»» -i»io **!>*■» •■<*■*•/ ■>«**' ' o<vm wm t ;:>•« hv&tvv 



hloh hava baen ti*ad to fcroaote tha latareatfl of tha Ooaawniat Tarty to 
_ha Qrlant ie veil &f tfaa U«S« £naidari i a>a joomrlona* that .Jr*»n#iir;4wt 



*?>*.; 



. i^^o&Ua Rada at :thay haYe. baea aoddlad tiaratof ©ra* ' /^^ <V?' : >% V#^feSSS 



. aiasraodful ana aoandalcma UiMMiiMMf 4iaooTariaai;«iaii|H4dla 4*;£uV 



laa'ttrar ioaa ff<4** .thlogt that hava ^aan jovarad »♦ ^oV^ah>a **3LA j# 



oanlalr*TO>j' AnStanaai/jp arte lit :..»hipa '^Ya**aah JusaraA for m^M&i^ 



yr^Jfor/thaVaiaall^to^a aUnk than to mrrlta > tfaf aly* fioBo^iOX Moh*para>ipi» 

Y,£>$3P j^fcoatnaaa -to Mood. V.^Vv kv^.' mc^**.^ 



' ^J»|iax» >le*ax%oahdaX;*o>it tha *f*dat jagaf .will ^ano 

'"' r^sdiefti. ttlaehargat • ilha fraoung all^ad^ta abava MamcatUl «n*utot© 



_ Tiaad v of furpltte joatt.l* ^rti, r . 






l^!: 



.,N.^witflV^ai'1l7 fluty Ho |»ar .,i«jptlaony troa'^rald.art!U^8^thi,1|i?Na4* 
^;^JbOld auoh ^arrlbOa ^hlaga that J^axpaotad *roubla # T - — — — 
^^bad >aan7?o0«plataly ^■inXormad ? * ^ad _ 4 



» 



r*V, 




3SH 



, t . „ ^t^latas %aHha Ban^ 






*rantad%otee£aao;Ltoa^rar a *ar with whioh to ^it^taitaw*^ 



rlna %auXaa pf f ,*i* JU^SaW aookadr tha 0P4 elart Jcfeht; ._ 






othar selark ati^ppad, 



Art tha Carina all Jha ^apa*a,Wi)^ 




ffcjLv'i: 

.... .^% 

».'*|PP** i ' ■■TT- * 









n>)andurn < * united - ?> ..jejbs .government 



*-- • >-';i 



. ^o ;.." fc:v" Director, TBI 



~ ■*■*.;."„»- 



-■ .r>fi4ffi.; 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases. 
(f) JOEHICA FIRST PARTI 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




BTTEREAL SBCURITI - G 
SEDITIOH 



reflecting "tatwawits of S1JTH. Subject 
probably will not return to San Francisco. 



- HDC - 



REFERENCE: 
DETAILS: 



Report of Special Ag< 
June 14, 1945 at San 




mcisco, 



dated 
ornia. 



y**s 



AT SAN FRAT JfiTSCO , CALIFORNIA 

On June 13, 1945 the report ojMp|was received setting 
the information reported in referencTTeport of Social 
Hln addition the report reflects that 



I 




A^TBOVED AND 
»O*WAHO«0 



^^ 






r 5 a. Bureau 
3 '- Detroit 
J^ San Francisco 
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»«*i.*&Ji*.,--.ji^^it.*s;»ji ; ;- t V -"v 



San Francisco, California 
File No. 100-19053 





The report of 
following publication of SMITH: 



also set out the contents of the 



a. A CALL TO THE BRAVE, dated February 1945 

b. THE CROSS AND THE 7LAG, #260 

c. THE LETTER, dated April 25, 1945 

d. THE LETTER, dated May 9, 1945 
• . THE LETTER, dated May 16, 1945 

The San Francisco Chronicle dated June 7, 1945 reflected 
that GH1ALD L. K. SUITO would probably not return to San Francisco to Los 
Angeles inasmuch as the United Nations Conference on International Organization 
has terminated and SMITH did not return to San Francisco prior to the end of 
the conference this case is being considered referred upon completion to the 
office of origin. 
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/J^RECTOR AND SAC 






URGENT 
YORK. GERALD L KJSMITH, WAS^AMERICA FIRST PARTY, IS - G, 



INFORM^.TS ADVISE SUBJECT LEFT LOS ANGELES JULY 



„ SEDITION. 

SEVEN EN ROUTE TO DETROIT VIA CHICAGO, WHERE HE PLANS TO STOP OVER 
ONE DAY. INFORMANTS UNABLE TO ADVISE EXACT TIME SUBJECT DEPARTED 
FROM LA OR MODE OF TRAVEL, ALTHOUGH BELIEVED HE IS TRAVELING BY 
RAIL. RAILROAD COMPANIFS UNARi f Tn wrcicv Drcrcuiri^ CHICAGO 




RAILROAD COMPANIES UNABLE TO VERIFY RESERVATIONS. 
REQUESTED TO BE ON ALERT FOR SUBJECTS ARRIVAt. ACCORDING TO 
INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED BY THIS OFFICE, SUBJECT SHOULD NOT BE 
SURVEILLED BY BUREAU AGENTS AND COVERAGE OF ACTIVITIES SHOULD BE 
MAINTAINED BY INFORMANTS ONLY. DETROIT, ORIGIN, ADVISED 



SEPARATELY. 



56 AUG 3 



JB INFORM CONTAINED 
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^•^ ACf Detroit MLJ 31, 1945 

John Edgar Hoover — rrtrac^or. y*derai BuresB of Investigation 

*" tfc TECHNICAL ACTD VTCROPHOME SURVEILLANCES 

Detroit field Division 

Reference is aada to your teletype ot July 17, 1945, captioned 
"Gerald L. K. Snith, IS - Q, Sedition,* adhrleing Smith had aoved hia headquarters 

and that you had discontinued the technical surveillances on hia old headquarters 
and installed thein at hie new address. In the future you ahould request and 
obtain Bureau approval prior to transferring any technical surveillance froti 
ri^one telephone nuober to another, and you are to be guided accordingly. 
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SY NOPSIS OF FACTS: 



REFERENCE: 



SMITH spoke in Chicago on March 15, 1945, at large rally 
held at Plasterers Union Hall, Considerable publicity and 
pressure from various opposition groups resulted in caoacity 
attendance and near riot. SMITH also addressed two meetings 
of Veterans of World War II group held at LaSalle Hotel, 
Chicago, on April 22, 1945. Information concerning th< 
meetings and summary of infor mati on concerning 

fset oi, 
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dated March 28, 1945, 



Reports of Special Agent 

and May 29, 1945, at Detroit, Michigan; 

Letters from the Detroit Field Division dated March 12, 1945, 

April 3, 1945, and April 17, 1945. 
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Meeting held MarchlS. 194.5. at Chicago, Illifcm V»-lf"»7y 

- _ h : ^ 

On March 9, 1945, several confidential informants of the Chic^tf? 
office made available literature and tickets from GERALD L. K. SMITH, ajamxmc&g 
th?.t he would speak at a rally to be held on March 15, 1945, at Temple S*U 
(Plasterers Anion Hall), 338 South Marshfield Avenue, Chicago, under th|T6|rpie«a 
of the National Emergency Committee, Post Office- Box 697, Detroit, 31, ni£&a&. 
Samples of this literature, as well as all available information relatimJ* the 
meeting, were " 
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Chicago office dated March 10, 1945- 



In connection with this meeting, a lengthy article, which appeared 
in the "Chicago Tribune" on March 13, 1945 > reflected that more than 100 telegrams 
warning of possible bloodshed if SMITH was permitted to speak had been received by 
the Plasterers Union, AFL, who rented the hall to MAXpttUMl ST. GEORGE, Chicago 
attorney. According to the article, Secretary THOMA^^OWLING of the Union stated 
that St. GEORGE told the union that SMITH was going -to discuss the Polish situation, 
but that DOWLING subsequently learned that the subject was to speak on "Nationalism", 
SMITH reportedly telephoned the directors of the union on March 12, 1945 > claiming 
that his prepared speech was devoid of statements offensive to religious or racial 
groups and suggested to DOWLING that the union appoint a committee to sit on the 
platform with authority to stop the meeting at the first objectionable word. The 
newspaper account states that protests against the meeting were also made by the 
Chicago Council Against Racial and Religious Discrimination, Chicago Civil Liberties 
Committee, and the B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League. 



On March 13, 1945, | ^Q& 
.telephonically contacted this office relative to the meeting oi 
March 15, 1945- He said that the union's office had been flooded with calls from 
persons either approving or disapproving the union's action because of the article 
which had appeared in the Tribune. 






An article appearing in the "Chicago Tribune" on March 14» 1945 » 
reflected th*t the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee in a meeting of the Board of 
Directors on March 13, 1945 » bad reached the decision and so advised SMITH that 
the question of the renting of the Plasterers Union Hall was purely a, private matter. 
The article also reflected that THOMAS DOWLING, Union Secretary, had said that 
several persons who had called to lodge protests against SMITH had used abusiva 
language and that he and the union were tired of "cheap intimidation". . " 

Various other local newspapers carried similar accounts concerning 
SMITH'S efforts to rent the hall for a speech. 
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"The meeting ras held at the Plasterers Hall at 330 South 
Marshfield Avenue, and according to the best estimates, at least 1200 
i?M«s».~o«r?" fere lr*. attendance. There is little doubt the --ublicity, even 
tro'-i ; '" ; " b?d p= to bis character and reputation, aided SMITH. Without nuestion, 
f-'o~ip uf th" neortle c?~e ~urely to see an? hear the nan ^:hc had gained so much 
notoriety in the press. 

"According to outside information, a meeting of more than 
200 pla c terers voted to uphold the decision of their union heads, who, 
previously, had told SMITH that they were in favor of free speech, and 
that he might go on, 'provided that they. could approve his speech and 
then be on hand to halt it if he deviated from what he told them he would 
talk about. f In this connection, a member of the union who attended the 
sanctioning meeting said that SMITH didn f t want to speak from a prepared text, 
and this, he said, accounted for the fact that the three heads of the union — 
president, vice president, and secretary — were on the stege that night. 



( 



"Much of the previous ado surrounding his meetings was lacking. 
Outside, a group of perhaps 20 or 25 youths, 18 years old or younger, marched 
about in chain fashion, holding placards and denouncing SMITH in sing-song. 
This, added to the fact that the brown-out made it almost impossible to see 
five yards ahead, added an eerie background to the picture. 
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"A young fellow, who later was spoken of as a recently discharged 
veteran, and who was introduced as FRED XISTER, 1100 North LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, opened the meeting'. He spoke of threats and dangers to country and 
liberty. He tried to picture SMITH as a martyr. He referred to the 'dangerous 
marchers outdoors who*, he said, 'fead thrown over an elderly woman who wanted to 
enter the hall.* 

"SMITH, "^ho came in by a side door, was finally introduced after a 
series of pictures taken by the press. SMITH alleged in his opening remarks that 
he 7/as 'as cool aa I always am'. let, this in itself indicated that SMITH was 
disturbed, but he made the most of the situation. 'That 1 , he said, 'shows you the 
tyoe of enemy whom we have to confront*. He termed them gangsters. He branded 
them as un-American, and he made somewhat of an opening 'hit' with the crowd, 
-hich was responded to from the audience, when he asked, 'What would they say >^ 

if we demonstrated at one of their meetings? 1 ) 

"It should be stressed that SMITH tried constantly to make the 
most of this situation. He wanted to drive home that the demonstrations were 
not in favor of free speech. He recounted how he had been well and courteously 
received by the police department. He intimated that he didn't expect to see 
the chief of police; in other words, that he didn't think the chief would see 
him, but he put it over with the crowd that the chief's secretary told him 
immediately that if he would wait a minute, the chief would see him. 






"SMITH was still following the same line when he put on one of 
his 'dynamic' dramatics in behalf of the plasterers union. He likened them 
to old American lovers of freedon and asked the audience to give them a vote of 
thanks. The crowd rose en masse and cheered lustily. About this time, also, 
the first of the four rocks smashed a window in the hall. He paid high tribute 
to the men on the stage. He said they were there to check his speech, that he 
had given them the right to halt his talk whenever they saw fit. With each of 
the four crashing stones through the windows, SMITH would halt, ask the people 
to remain calm, which they seemed to do anyway, and he would point out that 
they were 'murderous attacks' on freedom of speech. 

"SMITH spoke at the 200 protests which came to the union officials 
against his renting the hall. Sixty of them, he said, were absolutely identical. 
He intimated throughout that he didn't want to issue any of his customary anti- 
Semitic remarks, but in this connection, he did so by innuendo. He said that 
if he read the names of the list of protestors he would be termed 'opposed to that 
"Priority group', and the crowd let out its first real howl. A voice in the 
audience boomed out something and SMITH came back and said, 'A good old Irish 
plasterer* . 
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"However, SMITH'S talk lacked punch. No doubt some of the things 

h~d been ruled out by the union. His attacks on the President and his family 

-•ere there, in a measure, but he was holding his punches to a noticeable extent. 

In reality, his attacks on Soviet Russia also were only half of what they had 

K?2n before. He tested the idea of being pro-Catholic, and he got a fairly 

favorable response, and immediately se't out to propound the issue. The Feds, " 

•-<? «pid, were to kill off Catholicism. He touched upon Italy being Sovietized. 

He mentioned a Catholic bishop, who, he said, was in the thick of the fight. 

"He repeated almost word for word the story about Dumbarton Oaks, 
ho?/ he tried to 'crash 1 the line Just to Drove that Americans were barred. Many 
of the old timers up front, parti cularl yi j fflfo The Mothers groups, had heard it 

before, and he wasn't making much headway. ' J '" 

>. 

"The most response which SMITH drew wgs^in his attacks on SALTER 
IHCHELL, ^hom he referred to constantly as ^ALTEJP^PSCHITZ. The crowd was 
^irious. He developed this subject to the full. 'tflNCHELL,' he said, 'dares 
lot visit two cities in the Onited States — Detroit and Chicago. 1 He claimed 
the people would take c^re of him if he came here, and alleged th«t ^INCHELL 
* r ?s afr°id to come here. 'VHhen my son returns from the army' , be told the 
^-liience, 'his first trip -"ill be to "beat up" T'TNnHELL.' The crowd yo™le* in 
^eli^ht. ., 

X 

"He mentioned that GEORGE VOSE, rho formerly appeared with him, 
-ho, he repeated again 'was about to lose a leg as a result of military service 1 
•as maliciously attacked lay «INCHELL, and that it caused 'bitter agony* to his i \ 

'Qod fearing family*. He denied, as WINCHELL alleged, that VOSE had ever been ( . J 

in the brig while in the Army. He did say that VOSE, at one time, had been 
falsely accused, but 'when he left the Army, he was given an honorable discharge, 
«nd across the face of that document there is written 'Conduct very good'. 

"He branded WINCHELL' s story about his having trod on the flag 
a : a terrible lie. He pulled out a flag, which he described as a 'One Worlders 1 
Flag', which he said he had stepped on 'because it is a treasonable flag'. 
The crowd booed, and the newspaper photographers flashed countless bulbs. He 
then held up an American flag ?rhich he said had been made for him by a Southern 
"Oman, and he made the audience salute that flag while the photographers again 
^na^ped a series of pictures. 

"SMITH alleged that during the afternoon 'several thugs 1 had entered 
the hall brandishing weapons, and that one of them shoved the gun- into the janitor's 
ribs, telling him not to interfere while 'these gangsters', as he put it, 'destroyed 
things in the hall'. The Dress said the next day that the ipnitor denied w ^ving 
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encountered f the gangsters* although a stench bomb was thrown into the hall. 

"SMITH drew ringing applause from the crowd when he referred to 
"enator WHEELER as 'a real American 1 . He also drew applause when he mentioned 
^JSAB3T$&ILLING, and he read a wire from Senator BOB REYNOLDS, vrhich he said 
read, 'God oless you in your noble fight 1 . He drew boos when he said that 
Secretary MOPGENTHAU had prolonged the war, and, as a result, that 'thousands 
of American boys have died.' He said that his boy in service has been mounded 
t-'fico, had been a Carlson Marauder, and that 'he remains a buck private, because 
every time he enters an officer's school, WALTER. LIPSCHITZ attacks him 1 . 

"SMITH told his audience that America First h?d now enterked upon 

a new venture — the inauguration of a> press service, and that already 26 newspapers 
had subscribed to it. He said that he had organized a Washington lobby with 2U 
organizations behind it. He tried to make capital of the story t>v=t E'lLY TA5T 
- tIOUGLAS, the Illinois Congresswoman at large, had been denied radio time because 
fueeh Wilhelmina of Holland could not appear on a progr-m T/ith a Commoner. He ~ot 
-•.ore applause when he stated 'Queen Eleanor* was permitted to talk on the same 
program, and the crowd shouted 'Oh, nol 1 ''hen he claimed to have '^o^itive' 
infor T n?tion that 'people in T7?.3hington are grooming Crow/ Prince .n^rv. (POO'-^T/t^ 
f or +v,o presidency in 19 ',.3. 

"A man in the audience asked sbout General ELLIOT'S dog, hut SMITH 
replied only *ith a few tart words spoken with a hush. Since then it has been 
said that the plasterers frowned upon any attack on the President. 

"SMITH was 'dripping wet' from perspiration and called for his 
overcoat. The noise outdoors grew more pronounced. His collection ras thorough 
but hastily done. He claimed constantly that he wasn't going to flee the scene. 

"There was one vitally different aspect to this telk as compared 
to a former speech, a reaction, it seems, was of some importance. Formerly 
SMITH referred to himself as leading a small minority group 'which isn't big 
now, but which will grow with the years'. He spoke of himself and his followers 
D3 a movement which was fighting in the face of danger and even death. On this 
night, however, SMITH spoke about fighting — about street fighting, and about 
'One of these days we'll have to meet them openly*. He drew rounds of applause 
from the awdience for this remark, end it was obvious that SMITH was issuing a 
challenge. He said openly that his crowd was no longer willing to 'take it sitting 
down'. 'However, tonight*, he said, 'I ask you to go home peacefully. Do not 
ansrer any remarks or charges. They are just waiting to have you cause physical 
violence. T have promised the police ?nd our hosts that there -ill he r\x ^iol^r^e'. 
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"The thing, it seems, which gave SMITH more courage than 
anything else, and which occasioned him to get hold about future meetings, 
rra? when he asked the question: 'Are you in favor of it? r The crowd 
shouted it was. He asked, 'Any opposed?' He waited and expseted opposition, 
but it didn't come. He feared no doubt that troublesome factors were in 
the audience and was satisfied that the twelve men at the door checking 
spurious admission cards had done a good job, and that the audience was friendly 

"There is little question that many in the audience were German, 
at least decidedly German in appearance. At least BO percent were above midclp 
age, and some German was heard in the crowd on the way out. SMITH' s Chicago 
crowd apparently has changed. It seems to have taken on in numbers. 

"The finale to the program was just after SMITH had left the 
stpge. Dr. MeDANIELS, a Chicago dentist, rushed up on the platform and 
hurriedly read what he said was to be a resolution which was addressed to 
Father COOGHLIS in Detroit and 'implored' him to return to the radio. The 
resolution which received a tremendous ovation, but which was not acted upon 
other than the ovation, read in effect that 'It's time that you return to 
the radio*. 



"SMITH, in place of the former GEORGE VOSE, was 'protected' by 
a WALLACE GiiJVlBER, a former M. P. of Detroit, who, SMITH said, was 'itching 
for a little fisticuffs with that element'. GAMBER, a tough-looking individual 
seemed to acknowledge the introduction." 

.' According to various confidential informants and the press, 

\y. there was no trouble whatsoever after the meeting, although the af ore-mentioned 

paraders were still in evidence outside the hall. It was learned that there 
was an attempt to "crash" the meeting* by numerous individuals who apparently 
had obtained counterfeit tickets and were going to heckle the meeting. Howevei 
a group at the door headed by Dr. McDANIELS, a long-time associate of such 
groups as the Citizens USA Committee, and other Chicago groups, apuarently wei 
very effective in detecting the counterfeit tickets and refused to permit the 
bearers thereof to gain entrance. 



Meeting Held on April 22. 1945: 



By letter dated April 3, 1945, the Detroit office advised that 
SMITH would leave Detroit on April 21, 194-5, for the purpose of attending 
the International Conference of the United Nations which would begin at San 
.,..,,,„.,„,.. _,,. Francisco on April 25, 1945. The letter related that en route to San Francijf 

: V;^0/^*k SMITH would stop at several cities for the purpose of holding aeetings of hii 

ft^S&S!!! followers, and that the first meeting would be held in the Century room of SP 

-y^y^% / 
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LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, at 3:00 ?. M. and 8:00 P. M. on Sunday, April 22. : ^v\ 

With reference to these meetings, from the lack of publicity .$$£#$ 

it 15 apparent that FRED KISTSR and SMITH arranged these meetings in a secret 
manner, and accordingly, the local press and the various groups who had raised 
so much opposition at SMITH* s previous appearance in Chicago, were totally 
unaware of the meetings until after they had been held. 

Actually, two sessions were held by SMITH, both on the same dcte, 
and both in the Century Room of the LaSalle Hotel. These sessions were 
attended by the above mentioned informants and sources of information, and 
a summary of information obtained by them is set out hereinafter. 

The Century Room of the Hotel LaSalle is relatively small, but at 
both meetings it was filled to capacity, and it was estimated that approximately 
350 persons in all attended the meetings. FRED KISTER was the Master of 
Ceremonies and introduced as the first speaker, DEAN E / >feklTH. DEAN SMITH, 
it might be stated, is a frequent speaker at various Chicago groups, such as 
the Citizens USA Committee, and is alleged to be orominently associated with 
the 3t ndard Oil Company of Indiana. 

DEAN E. SMITH spoke in generalities, quoting statistics of men in 
service of this country as comppred to our Allies. He stated that he had 
obtained hi? figures from actual observations in ,rQ r zones. He claimed that 
he bad traveled throughout India, and most parts of Asia, and had found that 
the administration of the war was completely in the hands of the British, and 
th.t the United States as usual *a3 being, made the "goat" in this particular 
war. This was obvious, according to DE^^gMITH, in view of the fact that the 
majority of the fighting was being doX» by American soldiers. His entire 
speech was in this vein, stressing the fact that the United States must avoid 
all tendencies towards imperialism. 

FRED KISTER then made what appeared to be an impromptu speech, 
in which he berpted the Jews for their part in- prompting this war. He claimed 
thrt Dr. FISHBEIN, who is the editor of" theX^ewish* Sentinel" ~cs in the audience. 
However, it developed later that Dr. FISHBEIN was not there, and that this 
statement made by KISTER was for the purpose of inciting the crowd, KISTER 
made a tremendous number of anti-Semitic statements which caused GFRALD L. K. 
SufilTH to remark later, "KISTER will probably lose his job because of his remarks. 
He will have to get another one". 

KISTER then introduced GERALD L. K. SMITH aa the "leader of the 
Nationalistic group". The subject opened his speech with the singing of the 
"Star "ppn jled Banner", and then oroceeded to point out to the audience that 
Archbishop SAMOm^RITCH of Chicago was in total accord with GERALD L. K. 

- 8 - 



i 






y 



Chicago file No. 100-7744 

SMITH'S various policies. He pointed out that the Archbishop was very 
■such opposed to the Hussians and to England, and in that ray ras completely 
in accord with him* However, no elaborations were made regarding the 
activities of Archbishop STRITCH. His next topic dealt with the returning 
soldier. SMITH pointed out that the Army authorities had indicated it would 
take three, y.^ars to bring the men back' from war zones, and in order to 
totally indoctrinate them ritfi the Internationalists policy, colleges 
were being built in Europe at the expense of the United States to teach 
our "soldiers there. SMITH also pointed out that it was quite obvious from 
the developments up to the present time and from the alibis given by various 
Army officials that our boys would be held in the battle zones to finish 
the fight for England. He then pointed out that his own son was fighting 
in the Pacific, had been wounded several times, and that he would do all 
in his r,ower to have his son return to this country as soon as the ve.v is 
over and "not to continue fighting for English possessions." 

His next point dealt with the intolerances of the Jews. 
SIAITH. pointed out that if the United States would be tolerant with the 
Jews, the same amount of toleration should be expected for Germany at the 
peace table • He labeled the principles of the .San Francisco Peace Conference 
as "the Dumbarton Hoax", "The Crime of Crimea", and "The ^an RT e nci^co 
Sell-Out" • He a^ain pointed out that it ;;as quite apparent from th° ne^s-oaper 
publicity civen to the San Francisco Conference th t it was being sponsored* to 
promote the safeguard of British possessions and to enlarge the international 
strength of Hussia. 

SMITH 1 s next point dealt with a new Veteran's association. 
SMITH pointed out that'his association was connected in no way with the ( 
American Legion or the Veterans of Foreign Tfars. He vaguely promised that 
the returning veterans would be taken care of by his organization, but made 
no definite promise that the funds he is collecting **ill be used towards that 
end. He further made no statements ?s to future plans for the organization, 
suen as specific meetings, etc. 

SMITH made further reference to the Jews when he oointed out 
*nat Lever Bros., Inc.* international Jewish concern, having Possessions in "" 

the pacific Islands, as well as in Europe, received a tremendous overpayment - ; > h 

on losses suffered due to the war. He pointed out that Lever Brothers owned 
some palm trees in a small Pacific island, "rhich were valued at 26$ a tree. 
according to SMITH, Lever Brothers were reimbursed at the rate of &50 a tree. 

As each person entered the meeting hall, envelopes were 
distributed with the request that a dollar be placed therein for a subscription 
to SMITH'S publication, "The Cross and the Flag". S?.1ITH made a passionate 
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v\*p for donations, and according to the informants, n&ny $5 tills were 
placed in the basket. It was estimated that at least £500 or more was tzken 
in by 3^':ITH at each meeting. 

On the stege with SMITH, in addition to FRED KI3TSR and DEAfl E. 
SisilTfi, Tras CHARLES J^PaNDERSON. ANDERSON, who was a Republican candidate for 
Congressman in the Chicago district in the last election^J^ a notorious loc-?i 
rabble-rouser, who has been actively associated with E£KL^ _ 0TH£RD * - Citizens 
US'. Committee, and the local We The Mothers group. hV «as introduced by S?£TTH 
p? p prominent leader in thp Nationalistic movement. 

As indicated hereinbefore, the audience seemed for the most part 
handpicted, erv*. in accord with SKITH's statements. It appeared th--:t SMITH 
completely fooled the press and the various opposition groups, as only slight 
reference wps made in the press to these meetings and then only sev^rp.l d c ys 

after the meetings had taken place. 

The reference report of Special Agent(| p dated Way ^9, 19 'J> 

Ht Detroit, requested lnform-tion in the fi les of this office relative to ^ 
M W information 
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As indicated above, these facts were presented to the United 
States Attorney at Chicago, who, as stated above, took no action thereon. 



There are trans mitted to th e Detroit office as enclosures to 

this report nnf> oonv of 









It 



) 



^nO 



Enclosures: To the Detroit Field Division, Letter entitled, "Blood and Money" 
dated June, 1945; Letter entitled, "A Message From San Francisco", 
dated May, 1945. 
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Re: GERALD L. 1, SMITH whs. 
AMERICA FIRST PARTT 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



la e et forth below information obtained from 

whose 

.> 1945, 

througjWuly 30, 1945. It ia to be noted that the eervices of infor- 
mant sfl Ban^fl INere^iscontinued on July 16, 1945, and the 
aervicesoTB pKd ■ Bwere atarted on July 17, 1945. This 
information is contalnea in the teletype from the Detroit Field Division 
to the Bureau, captioned as above, dated July 1?, 1945 

tfie only information of value obtained from the above 
informants was that o»thOy 30, 1945, they adviaed that Subject SMITH 
was due to arrive in Detroit, Michigan, from Los Angeles, California, 
on August 1, 1945. It was further adviaed that he was stopping over at 
the Blacks tone Hotel in Chicago, Illinois, but did not disclose the 
ezsct train on which he was arriving in Detroit, Michigan. 
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It ia to be noted that during the period covered by tl 

letter, Subject SMITH has been outside the Detroit Field Division and no 
activity has taken place at his office during hie absence. 

However, in view of the past services that these lnformanta 
have furnished and in view of the fact that Subject SMITH ia due back in 
Detroit August 1, 1945. it is suggested that the eerviceaK^f informenl 
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known as Pearl Guarantee Association, hel&a reoeptiOA 
for SMITH at his LA headquarters., and insisted *ybject 
establish his headquarters in their LA office. ^A^'^ftffitf ^ 
^3 £j 5/31 SMITH spoke at a mass meeting at Embassy Auditorium * 
\3f to an assembly of about 2,000. people "representing aostlj^; 
^*^>members of Ham 'n Egg Movement and Kingdom fpl lows hip_ 
urch of Dr. L. A.jfcOVELL Of LA. 
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^^^^^^^ this office with the following complete report £ ?S> 
dat ed jJJCTffT^le -et^B held at the fctog r Audit or i» on 
Thursday evening. May 31, featuring GER.XD L. K. SMITH. 



-6- 



9\ 



'$*"V;"&£''r 



L A 100-7945 

"Admittance was gained upotfi presentation of printed invitations 
reading as follows: 

'This Invitation Will Admit Two Persons to Hear an Address by GERALD L. K« 
SMITH, America First Leader, Embassy Auditorium, 9th and Grand Streets, 
Los Angeles, Calif., Thursday, May 51, 1945 - 8 P, M. 

Subject; LIBERTY IN THE BALANCE. The terrible Truth and unpublished 
Lowdown concerning San Francisco Conference. Among many others, Mr. 
Smith will discuss the following topics: 

The Truth About Valtz The Schemes of the Internationalists 

Dumbarton Oaks The Threat of Communism 

Bretton Woods The Super State 

' Christ, Our Only Hope 

Auspices*^ Committee of California pastors. 

H. LTVtfENCKEN, Baltimore Sun editor, says- "GERALD L. X. SMITH is the 
greates/ty&rator of this century. * 



JLlAHOMAsUays: 



"Smith, as a dynamic and courageous orator, is uneurpasses 



ADMISSION BY CARD ONLY. FOR ADDITIONAL CARDS WRITE BOX 2508, LOS ANGELES, 
CALIFORNIA. * 

"Approximately 2,000 people attended, the audience being composed 
of various groups, among them British Israelites who are followers of Dr. 
J. A. L0V5LL, Ham f n* Eggers who are followers of VTCLLIS and LAWRENCMLLLEN , 
many people who were "seen regularly at meetings conducted by ROBERT NOBLE, 
ELLIS 0. JONES, and T. WATCHES. 

"Interruption by applause of many of SMITH'S statements, in the 
middle of a sentence, indicated that many people were familiar with SMITH'S 
propaganda output, for only in that way were they able to know what he was 
going to say. 

"Envelopes for donations were distributed at the entrance t but 
the donations in general appeared to be rather meager. When SMITH began his 
collection speech, many people walked out and were overheard saying they 
wouldn't give him a dime. However, the people who made these remarks did 
not seem to belong to any group which at the very outset was opposed to SMITH. 
Many came as curiosity seekers and were disappointed. 
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"SMITH is not a good orator, though the term 'rabble rouser' is 
well deserved by him. He is not the kind of a speaker who could away even 
a fairly intelligent group. He seems to know this and plays down to the 
uncultured and the unimaginative among the audience. Generally SMITH had 
nothing to say which differed from the contents of his various publications. 
He rambled on from subject to subject, always leading up to a climax, and 
when, after he had reached the climax, he received good applause, he added, 
'This ia what America First stands fori* Throughout his speech he was very 
careful not to make a straight statement which could be interpreted as anti- 
Semitic, but there were many anti-Semitic statements through innuendo. The 
statement, frequently repeated, that this ie a Christian nation, was of 
course understood by the hate gang, not merely aB what it appeared to be on 
the surface, but an indirect attack upon non-Christians, mainly Jews. In 
one instance he even went so far as to condemn what he called 'racialism,' 
but it was obvious, at least to the initiated, that he did not mean what 
he said* 

"Before SMITH spoke, CLAUDE A.r*mTS0N, SMITH'S attorney, spoke 
briefly. WATSON formerly was a minister and a candidate for the presidency 
on the Pro^to^fcion ticket. In January 1944, HATS ON spoke in LOVELL'e church. 
Rev. WESLE¥^WIFT of Lancaster, California, gave the invocation. WILLIS ALLEN 
led the audience in the siaging of 'America* and in what seemed to be the 
battle song of the old age pensioners to the tun of 'John Brown's Body.' 



^/REY 



"JONATHAN PERKINS read a telegram from ex -Senator ROBERT RICE 
EYNOLDS. 



"In the early part of SMITH'S own speech, he too read another 
telegram from REYNOLDS, congratulating him for holding the meeting and urging 
the audience to follow SMITH in hie crusade against the un-Christian Communists 

"In the early part of the meeting, SMITH also read a letter from 
J. EDGAR HOOVER, which was in reply to a letter that SMITH had written to 
HOOVER. 

"It appears that the owners of a building in Philadelphia insisted 
that SMITH'S organization leave its rented premises at a moment's notice, 
and the owners claimed that this was being requested of the SMITH group 
because the FBI wanted it. SMITH protested to J, EDGAR HOOVER, and in his 
reply, which SMITH read, HOOVER stated that the FBI had nothing to do with 
it and there was an implied disapproval of this action. SMITH acted as if 
he really had something of importance there and played it up big -for the 
benefit of the audience and dared the press to print the story. 
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"SMITH devoted considerable time to telling the story of the trouble 
he had in San Francisco trying to get hotel accommodations. He emphasised how 
many foreigners were thare, all of whom were given hotel accommodations by the 
State Department, which had absolute control over all first class hotels, 
while he, the great Mr. SMITH, was turned down in spits' of the fact that he 
represented so and so many hundreds of thousands of Christian Americans, several 
nationalist newspapers and so and so many nationalist organisations. He paid 
tribute to same courageous and upright people in San Frkncisco Who stood by 
him and arranged for a room in a second class hotel. \ / 

"Then he tried to give a very vivid account 01 some tremendous 
pressure allegedly brought to bear upon the management of the Embassy 
Auditorium to cancel the lease he had. He said the people threatened 
violence, that they would bomb the place, that they would spit' on the 
people who would come, etc., etc. He said the Embassy Auditorium was so 
harassed that they could not attend to their regular work, but that they 
stood by their contract. The only way to kill off GERALD L. K, SMITH, he 
added, would be to kill him, but if the red rats did do that, 10,000 little 
Smiths would rise to continue the fight for good old America First. He made 
himself out as quite a courageous hero and complimented the people who had 
courage to sit on the platform with him. If they would not believe in Christ, 
they would not be here on the platform. 

"Tfihile he was still on the subject of his own heroics, he stated 
that when war broke out the New Dealers and the radicals had planned to put 
him, REYNOLDS, LINDBERG, : ^HEELER, NYE, and FISH in a concentration camp. 
As a matter of fact, the concentration camp was all prepared but here he was 
free, speaking for America First, and the others were free too, 

"He ^claimed that Los Angeles was full of Communists and got a laugh 
from the audience when he added that HollywoodJias a few Caomunists too. 
He quoted a statement allegedly made by Mayor-^IKJWRON, according to which 
BO?7R0N is supposed to have said that he will see to it that the meeting is 
protected, but the sooner SMITH leaves the better he would like it. He 
dwelt upon this for quite some time, saying that he accepted the first part 
of the Mayor's statement, but regarding the second he answered the Mayor 
that he will stay in this city as long as he pleases. 

"Apparently SMITH felt that he should explain that he would not 
move in on any of the crackpot racketeers, for he said that a prophet can 
always be told by the opinion the people have in his own home town. He 
claimed to have a tremendous following in Detroit, and 600,000 members in 
the State of Michigan. He boasted of having 30 people on his staff in ■,■/:: X' 
Detroit and how eager he was to return to his home town. 
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"Returning to what seems to be one of his favorite subjects , the 
alleged persecution of himself by snoopers of private agencies as well as 
government agencies, he said that he had been investigated by everybody, 
including the Treasury Department, which went way back to his income tax 
reports in the early ^O's, but that he is clean and has nothing to fear. 
He made frequent references to the red rats he was fighting, implying that 
all these investigations and other troubles he had are due to them. 

"He made on outright statement that he and ex-Senator ROBERT RICE 
REYNOLDS are working together in the oause of Nationalism and against Communism. 

"To illustrate how bad the Bolshevics are, he told the tale, ac- 
cording to which the Russians were holding hundreds of thousands of American 
prisoners of war until STALIN gets what he wants regarding Poland. He said 
that the Communists have on organization all set up through which they hope 
to gain control of the returning veterans, but he, SMITH, would see to it 
that their plans would fail; otherwise we would have a bloody red revolution 
within two years, 

"He stated that he recently visited in the home of HAKILTON'TlSH, 
and It took EARIrifooWDER , TGBfi)Ev?EY and President ROOSEVELT to defeat him. 
He said that if it had not been for the conniving on the part of the Ad- 
ministration, which rearranged the Congressional districts, FISH would have 
been reelected. In connection with this story, -he ,said>that a bill was pre- 
pared by the Administration and given to SenatorJ^OHNSON of Colorado to 
introduce. It was the War Manpower Commission bill which, if it had passed, 
would enable the Government to move labor from one city to an ether to fill 
important war jobs. He said that at the last minute Senator JOHNSON realised 
that this would enable the New Dealers to shift populations in such a manner 
that they would control all future elections so Senator JOHNSON fought his 
own bill and prevented its becoming law. 

"In connection with his reference to HAMILTON FISH, he also re- 
ferred to CHARIE S^fjNDBERGH again, saying that the smear of LINDBERGH, the 
greatest hero of our time, if proof of how low we have sunk. 

^r "He attacked faiLTEK*HflNCflELL » whose real name is supposed to be 

>^ilPSCHITZ. He called him the usual kind of names, said he is- ashamed of 
his real name, and e^very time he goes on the air on Sunday evening he creates 
more anti-Semitism than anyone else. He denied that his own group is anti- 
Semitic. He related stories he often told in his publications, that 7T!NCHELL 
had accused him of spitting or trampling on the American. flag in Buffalo, 
New York, and that he, SMITH, instituted a libel suit against WINCHELL and 
the radio station network, but the attorneys are dragging the case out. He 
added that the people in this country are beginning to wake up to the fact 
that the newspapers and the radios are lying. 
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"Speaking of Son Francisco, he said that he had brought with him a 
staff of twelve people, approximately, to act as observers, and that he was 
preparing a report on the San Francisco conference for seventeen Congressmen 
and six Senators. He added that he had enough information which will enable 
these stalwart Senators and Congressmen to prevent ratification of the San 
Francisco charter. 

"He condemned what he called the Churchill-lovers and the Stalin- 
lovers, but realizing that he had many British Israelites in his audience and 
that part of the statement might offend them, he said that the real British 
people are not in control in England, but rather the international bankers, 
etc., Just as here in America. 

"Then he started ranting against the people who are raiding our 
treasury and want to give away everything that Uncle Sam has. He said that 
every veteran should be given $1,000 when he is discharged from the service.... 
'What is wrong with taking care of America first?' To put his point over, he 
related the story told by Senator BUTLER some time ago (which was later proved 
entirely wrong), according to which our Government has squandered six billion 
dollars in South America. SMITH would have preferred to see this money go to 
the returning veterans. 

"He made it quite plain that he believes foreigners are really 
running the country and have their hands in the treasury till. He said 
that thev even went so far as to trv and cet Uncle Sam to finance their 
peacetime budget. 

"In order to further show what suckers we are, he named a figure 
running into the millions, which we are alleged to be paying for rent of 
land in India, and that we are paying the Australians for every fruit-bearing 
tree that is being damaged by our boys while fighting to save their land. 

"He also made* reference to our paying monthly sums to the Japanese 
in prison canps and put in juxtaposition to this a story according to which 
a veteran he had just met, who had lost half of his leg, was getting only 
111 a month. 

"Then he built up his audience for a high spot in his speech. He 
called it the Crime of Crimes. He spoke of President ROOSEVELT'S -trip to 
Yalta and added that 'when anyone tries to become all-powerful the Lord 
steps in and stops him. ' He said that he was trying to speak of the dead 
President with reverence, but this particular statement, which implied that 
God had punished ROOSEVELT, did not seem to go over very well in parts of the 
? audience. He said that President ROOSEVELT was a sick man when he left, but 
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he died when he a imply couldn't face the .American people to tell them how he 
had sold out at Yalta, and that is what killed hid. He also implied that 
President ROOSEVELT'S mental capacity was such that he was easily outsmarted 
at Yalta. He said that all the servants at Yalta were really doetors dressed 
up as servants, and it was their job to observe ROOSEVELT ,and STALIN got the 
report from them that ROOSEVELT was a dying man so STALIN took full advantage 
of that knowledge. 

"He constantly harped upon the British Commonwealth having six votes 
in the World Security organisation and Soviet Russia has sixteen, while the 
United States has only one. He demanded that we stop sending lend-lease to 
Soviet Russia unless she comes in to help us to defeat Japan. He claims that 
a secret document was discovered during the San Francisoo Conference, according 
to which STALIN told ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL that he would join the fight 
against the Japanese only if he would get Korea and Manchuria and if he oould 
bolshevise poor Christian China. 

"He quoted the Denver Post — which has the worst reputation as a 
yellow journal in the United States— as authority for a story according to 
which STALIN did not believe that ROOSEVELT had really died, and he instructed 
someone in Washington to demand to see the body, but he was never permitted 
to do so. It was SMITH'S theory that STALIN thought that ROOSEVELT was really 
alive but pretended to be dead in order to get out of the commitments he made 
in behalf of the United States at Yalta. 

"He told his audience, in another part of his speech, that they 
should go home and go down on their knees and thank the Lord that when 
ROOSEVELT died, not WALLACE but TRUMAN became the new president, and after 
he had told the 'show me the body' story, he went into a paean of praise for 
President TRUMAN and Grandma TRUMAN. He only hoped that TRUMAN would take 
out all the New Dealers, foreigners, and red rats which had invaded Washing- 
ton and which constituted the TTashington bureaucracy. 

"He seemed to be trying desperately hard to say something of im- 
portance in connection with the San Francisco conference, but all ^e could 
think of was to give his audience the assuranoe that Senato^-fltttTEfcEk' tfotil'd 
fight ratification of the treaty. In connection with this, he asked how 
many of the people in the audience would like to hear Senator WHEELER at 
some big rally, perhaps at the Hollywood Bowl. Many hands were raised. 

"Still trying to say something about San Francisco, he referred 
to Dumbarton Oaks as Dumbarton Hoax and told the story of how he and Mrs. 
-BMITH went to Brett on Woods and demanded to be granted admission, how he 
was stopped by a Military Police sentry who explained to him that he had 
orders to shoot anyone who would try to get in. Be also related that even 
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if a U. S. senator had tried to get in, the M.P. would have had to shoot him. 
The angle, of course, was that some foreigners were on the inside knowing what 
was going on, while good Christian, nationalist Amer leans like GERALD L. K. 
were kept in the dark. He claimed that he had taken newspapermen with him 
in order to demonstrate to them how wrong it all was. In conna«^tion^gith f 
this, he spoke in a very undignified manner of Secretary of StaT^JtrTTsTTiNIUS. 

- "Another on his list of men in the Government to be vilified was 
HARRT^HOPKINS . He told in great detail how the third Mrs .-- gOPKINS got 
BARNET"EARUCH to throw a big party in the Carlton Hotel in Washington in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. HOPKINS. He described the party. Each plate cost 
$110 and fifty -six people were present. The most expensive champagne — 
vintage 26 — was served, and all the ladies were given perfume which cost 
|40 an ounce. He played up the story for all it was worth, but he must 
have forgotten to say something about imported caviar. 

"Another n^-rson connected with the Government whom SMITH does 
not like is CLAUBffwICKARD. It appears that CLAUDE WICKARD's father is 
running a farm in Indiana, and he related how newspapermen had discovered 
that while the Secretary of Agriculture called on the nation to tighten its 
belt, old man "WICFAUD was swimming in a world of plenty. He enumerated so 
and so many hundreds of pounds of meat, so and so many pounds of butter, 
etc. He said it would require ration stamps given to one person for thirteen 
years to buy all the food that old man TTIDKARD had, and his son should have 
been sent to Atlanta as a black marketer. While talking of rationing, he 
told the story that some oleomargarine was shipped to Soviet Russia on lend- 
lease basis, but the Russians refused to take it so they got butter. So! he 
cried: 'Butter for America first, 1 which brought a tremendous hand. 

"Be made the usual remarks about the Atlantic Charter and the four 
freedoms, saying that they were just drafted for the benefit of newspapermen, 
radio commentators and propagandists, but they were absolutely meaningless. 
He was very bitter in denouncing President ROOSEVKL? for explaining to the 
world with a shrug of the shoulders that there was no Atlantic Charter. 

"He made Borne remarks about TRUHAN's sending HOPKINS to Moscow, 
but the writer does not recall details as given by SMITH. However, in 
another instance he suggested that if HENR'r WALLACE likes Soviet Russia 
so much, why doesn't he and all the other STALIN lovers go there. 

"He worked himself into quite a sweat about the alleged plan to 
create a super state and said that there will be no super state about the 
United States and no flag of the super state above the Stars and Stripes 
and no Constitution above the Constitution of the United States as long as 
there is blood pulsating in GERALD'S veins. 
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that the bombing attack was engineered in Washington, it appeared that he was 
coming to a climax, but it turned out to b^ only the build-up for the climax. 
The climax itself was the story of TYLBR^kENT. He told it in a very dramatic 
fashion, but there was nothing new in it, at least to persons who read his 
literature regularly. He described KENT'S family, his father being a Korean 
diplomat, his mother a distinguished lady from Virginia j how TYIER KENT served 
as a code clerk in the American Embassy in Moscow but was anti -Communist and 
the Communists had him transferred out of Moscow, and he then went to London. 

T>-, T r\nAr\r\ V./3 AafnAaA 3 RATI ftnAa maaeairam «jVi $ r*V, T\ftaaaA Vi»+:w<»<»r» TJnnSTT.VRT.T nnH 
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CHURCHILL, and CHURCHILL stated in one of these mes sages, to ROOSEVELT: 'Join 
with me and we will rule the world.* SMITH reported that^CifURCHILL and 
ROOSEVELT conspired to get America into war, and when KENT realised this he 
thought only of how he could get this story to America. Finding himself 
unable to leave, he turned the information over to a member of parliament, 
^""RAMSEY. (SMITH did not mention that RAMSEY was a member of-^SOSELEY's British 
Fascist Black Shirt party.) Ee related how RAMSEY tried to tell the story in 
the house of Parliament and how he was arrested. He also told how TYLER KENT 
w&s f ,( red from his ^ob thus losin^ his ^^^i omatic immunit 1 * was arrested and 
is now languishing in jail on the Isle of TTight. 

"Then he told how TYLER KENT'S mother was convinced that her son 
was innocent; how she took $5000 from her savings and sent a capable news- 
paperman to England to interview TYLER KENT, but when the newspaperman re- 
turned he was afraid to testify, but that he, SMITH, has this newspaperman's 
original manuscript on the whole KENT case, initialed by Mrs. KENT, and that 
is the reason why £e, SMITH, was refused permission to talk in San Francisco 
as the S"t-o.te De n artment kn^w that SMITH would break the case- wide o^en if he 
had a platform. SMITH also mentioned that a" commentator on a national network 
told the TYLER KENT story. He did not name the commentator, but he was obvi- 
ously referring to UPTON CLOSE. He shouted that if KENT is guilty he should 
be tried on American soil by American judge and jurors. Of course he did not 
tell the audience that TYLER KENT turned his information over to German espion- 
age agencies . 

"From this he led over to his drive for contributions, offering to 
people who make donations a copv of his TYLER KENT manuscript and suhHeriTi- 
tions to hi3 paper, *The Cross and the Flag.* 

"In order to get as many people as possible to make donations, he 
said that he was holding another meeting next Monday night (June 4) and that 
all those who donated would receive an invitation* however, he would not make 
known the place where the meeting is to be held so that the management of the 
hall would not be harassed like the management of the Embassy Auditorium. 
He said that admission cards would be put in the mail so that they would 
not reach reeinientR before Wondav. 
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"After the contribution envelopes were collected, he said he had 
intended to speak longer but apparently he sensed that the audience had ha d 
enough and he brought the meeting to an end after inviting people to come 
to the "oat and snake hands with him and after reciting the. Lord's Prayer. 
The meeting broke up around 10 -.30 p.m. 



< 




"On the stage also were Mrs. -SMITH, who was introduced, Mrs. PERKINS, 
and Rev. SWIFT'S wife. Also an unidentified woman who belonged to the 
America First Committee, and SMITH'S secretary (male). 
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attended the meeting of GERALD L. K. 

SMITH at 8 p.m. on May 31 at the Embassy Auditorium, Los Angeles, and furnished 
the following information: 

' "On the evening of May 31, 1945, the subject was the principal speaker 
at a meeting held in the main assembly hall of the Embassy Auditorium. It is 
noted that apparently considerable pressure was brought to bear on the audi- 
torium management on and before the date of the meeting in an effort to get 
the meeting canceled » It is known that the FBI office received several com- 
plaints in this regard, several of which were known to come from Communist 
party elements. CP headquarters office was definitely disturbed by the fact 
of SMITH'S being allowed to speak in Los Angeles. It is reliably known that 
the AJD forwarded a telegram to the Department of Justice requesting an in- 
vestigation of the SMITH meeting in Los Angeles . Also, other liberal groups 
in this vicinity had some part in attempting to prevent the meeting from 
taking place, 

"This hall has a capacity of 1600 seats. By 8 p.m. the entire seating 
capacity was filled and the overflow sat or stood in the aisles both in the 
main floor and in the balconies. The crowd was estimated as from 2000 to 2200 
people. Throughout the entire meeting there was no heckling and the crowd was 
obviously overwhelmingly enthusiastic for the main speaker. CP figures, so 
far as could be observed, were conspicuous by their absence. 

"After the meeting got under way, there were some eight or ten people, 
both men and women, on the platform, including GERALD L. K. SMITH and his wif e j 
the Reverend JONATHAN E. PERKINS, head of an organiiation called Committee of 
California Pastors, under whose auspices SMITH was speaking; Mr. CLAUDBxTCATKINS , 
attorney and recent oandidate for Governor of California on the Prohibition 
ticket; and one of the AT.T.B ft brothers, either WILLIS or LAWRENCE, of the Group 
Payroll Guarantee - Association (commonly known as 'Ham 'n Eggs'). They all got 
a big hand 'from the crowd as they filed out onto the platform. A few patriotic 
songs were sung by the audience, after which preliminary remarks were given by 
the Reverend J. E-r-PERKINS, who introduced Mr. CLAUDE WATKINS. WATKINS made a 
brief talk, stating he diet 'not know what GERALD L. K. SMITH was going to say 
this evening and that he/WATKINS , might not agree with everything he did say, 
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but that WATKINS would defend to the utmost SMITH' b right to speak and say it. 
He thereafter introduced Mr. G. L. K. SMITH, who gave the principal talk. 

"throughout his address SMITH blasted Communism and what he termed 
the double dealing of Soviet Russia. He also talked on what he called the 
Crime of Pearl Harbor and the Tyler Kent trial in Great Britain, saying that 
he wanted to know the real story behind both these events. Throughout his 
talk SMITH based his address on the principle of America First as a Christian 
and peace-loving nation. He told how he had recently come from San Francisco, 
where he had gone to cover the United Nations Conference for some eighty pub- 
lications, as he claimed, but that pressure was brought to bear and he was 
prevented from holding any meetings there, 

"During his talk SMITH referred to the fact that pressure had been 
attempted to have his meeting canceled in Los Angeles through threats, as he 
said, to' blow up the hall and run him out of town. However, he said, this was 
an old story to him, and he blamed it on the Communist element whom he claims 
to be fighting. He said that one complaint had even been received by the 
auditorium that the FBI did not want him to hold the meeting. SMITH said, 
however, that this charge also had been made against him before and he told 
the crowd about a recent giant meeting he had held in Philadelphia where the 
same complaint had reached him. He said that he had thereafter addressed a 
letter to Mr. J. EDGi'J? HOOVER of the FBI in Washington, and had received a 
letter in reply which he desired to read to the crowd in Los Angeles, He 
thereupon read aloud a letter from Mr. HOOVER, stating in effect that the 
FBI had made no effort whatever to investigate or prevent hie .speaking in 
Philadelphia, and that no representative of the FBI had ever or would ever 
interfere in the slightest degree with the civil rights of Mr. SMITH or of 
anyone .else. The letter as read received a tremendous reception from the 
crowd, during which SMITH handed it over the "edge of the platform to a rep- 
resentative of the press, urging the press to print it in full if they dared," 



No disturbance occurred up to the time^Mjleft the hall at approxi- 
mately 10:30 p.m. 

__ covered the meeting of GERALD L* K. SMITH on Thursday 
night, May 31, at the "Embassy Auditorium, 843 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, 
at which subject spoke. ^^H^B tat ed that SMITH'S main topic appeared to be 
opposition to New Deal bureaucracy and communism. SMITH did not offer any 
program whidh would take the place of either of these systems. He merely 
spoke on a loose series of adverse incidents which he blamed on either one 
of the aforesaid systems, which he opposes. Aocording to- SMITH, the latter 
came to the West Coast in order to organize the people against the red menace. 
It was observed that no disturbances or heckling were evident at this meeting. 
Only about a half dozen members of the armed forces in uniform were seen in 
attendance, and no one wearing the cap or other identification of a Legion- 
naire was observed. 
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| i^H Badviaed that through personal observation a meeting 
was held at the home of LEON T^-BQfCf and his wif e f STELLA, 907 Mountain View 
Terrace, Alhambra, California, on June 1, 1945* It is well known in Alhambra 
that Mr, CORY, who is a custodian of the Alhambra public schools, is a member 
of the Ku Klux Klan and is always talking in behalf of the KKK* At this 
meeting the following automobiles bearing 1945 California license plates were 
noted; however, there was no evidence of GERALD L. K. SMITH'S presence at this 
meeting. 

29 U 469 1934 Cadillac, sedan owned b 

5 T 6550 1940 

3 N 4875 1937 Oldsmobile touring" 

^^__,^^^_ legal wwner same, 
50 N 941 Nothing in file 
88 N 864 1941 Dodge, club 

2 S 5705 1940 

7 J 8610 1925 



i 




K. 
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A review of Instant file reflects that numerous public and civic 
leaders of Los Angeles telephonically protested to this office- regarding 
SMITH'S Los Angeles public appearances. 






- PENDING - 



-21- 



■-■* 



L A 100-7945 



UNDEVELOPED LEAD 



LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 



AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA : 

Will interview 
concerning subject's activities, meexings, 




for details 
aris while in this area. 



1,70 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 




Special Agent' 

Los Angeles Field Division 







V Los Angeles Field Division 



■^ 



sea 



These informants requested anonymity, 
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Portland, San Francisco, Oakland, Loa Angeles, and Long 
Beach* 

"»E. I am preparing a confidential report for 6 meabers of the 
Senate and 17 aerobe ra of the Lower House — upon their 
request** 

■ ycRKCT gpoTEs coac&mjSG cohfshence 

" ! 1. Nationalists oppose approval of any plan or program which 
might Jeopardise our national sovereignty • 

««2« The Imperialistic policy of Britain wake a as averse to any 

policy which will share our sovereignty with the British 

, Empire* 

"'3. We do not believe in the basic integrity of the Russian Govern- 
ment* At least we do not believe that we can afford to share 
our sovereignty with a nation whose policy violates our basic 

traditions. 

"'/*. We oppose the Dumbarton Oaks Plan and its companion measures 
for three main reasons: 

Its World Police program 

The plan to subsidi^ ^eign nations financially 

It tends tow— * Super State. 

«tc vte **»»-•* the Conference has already failed. It has not 
suspired the respect of the great rank and file of our 
population . It makes for future wars, rather than for future 
peace, 

1,1 6. We believe that the ultimate conclusions reached here in San 
Francisco will not be approved by the United States Senate. 

1,1 7* I prophesy that the two men who will eventually be responsible 
for its defeat will be United States Senator Burton K. Wheeler, 
and United States Senator Arthur Vandenberg* Mr* Vandenberg 
is basically a Nationalist, recent statements notwithstanding. 
His conscience will not permit him to support a pact founded 
on injustice* 

M, 8. This is not a peace conference, and the spirit of peace does 
not prevail here. It represents power politics at its worst. 
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"*9. We are setting up * lobby in Washington, It is our belief 

that more than 100 organisations in America within the range 
of our influence will actively oppose the adoption of the 
San Francisco Plan by the United States Senate* ta 



report. 




This release is being forwarded as an enclosure to this 

As reflected in the referenced report of Special Agent L7 
it is apparent that SMITH conducted numerous meetings 
San Francisco. These meetings have all been reported in that report* 



c^ 



On May 23, 1945, SMITH issued a mimeographed release 
captioned "AN APPRAISAL" which, in substance, ridiculed the San Francisco 
Conference and contained several derogatory remarks about Secretary of 
State STETTINIUS, referring to him as playing the part of a McCarthy with 
Bergen gone. He also pointed out that the Russians, "through their Fifth 
Column, the American Connmniet Party, are torpedoing the whole affair." 

A copy of this release is being forwarded to the Bureau 
as an enclosure to this report* 



< 
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fa f our-pageiHme^raphed puiJlicationaSu^esea "Dear Fellow 
American" and dated June, 1945, at Los Angeles, California, captioned 
"BLOOD AND MONEY." This publication, in substance, concerns the San Fran- 
cisco Conference and deale primarily with the Nationalists' effect on the 
conference and the Conmuniets* infiltration and part in the conference. 

.SMITH j in this publication, stated that among those who 
are on the inside and actually know what is going on at the conference, it 
is admitted that the Nationalists threw a monkey wrench into the scheme 
that had been hatched by the international conspirator*. He further stated 
that Russia had been exposed and that the Bothchild-c«rtroIUd Bank of England 
and its imperialist ically minded politicians had been thwarted in their 
scheme to take over our national destiny. 

In connection with the Contunists, he stated, "Our big 
fight in the near future is with Comminism* The Bed rats are coming out of 
their holes and will do all in their power to take over our Nation. Stalin's 
Russia has refused to permit our newspapermen and our soldiers to enter 
Berlin without their consent* What goes on in the countries which Russia 
has occupied is a big secret, even though we put up the money and paid the 
bills with Lend Lease. 

"Ibe Red Coflnuniats in America have united with the 
Nazi underground and hare established their headquarters in Mexico Qity. 
They are organised in every coamunity, hamlet, precinct, school and factory. 
The moment we have anything that looks like a break with Russia, these Red 
traitors will begin to blow up our ships, dynamite our factories, shoot our 
patriots, and stab our Nation in the back. The real issue of the future 
will be: Christian civilisation versus atheistic Comminienu" 
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Further, he stated that the charter which would be 
approved at the San Francisco Conference will be much less than what was 
planned by the enemies of America* He further stated that when it comes to 
the Senate we must all be on hand to fight in order that no document would 
be approved that would share our money and our blood with any other nation 
on earth* 

A copy of this publication is being forwarded to the 
Bureau as an enclosure to this report. 
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copy or a petition which is being circulated by SMITH and is addressed "To 
Congress" and marked for the attention of Congressman JOHN E. RANKIN. This 
petition in substance extends congratulations to Congressman RANKIN for his 
plan to investigate the Communist plot which .ifHow centering in Hollywood 
and the West Coast area. At the bottom of-'tne petition there is a statement 
that upon completion it should be mailed tf> J. Er foEfiKlKS, Secretary, Post 
Office Box 2 508, Los Angeles, California* I A copy "ofHSEis petition is being 
forwarded to the Bureau as an enclosure to t<his report* / 

copies of "The 
Letter," a weekly publication, for the period from May 16, 1945 through 
June 27, 1945* It is noted that throughout these various issues SMITH 
follows generally the Nationalist, Isolationist, and ant i -Communist policy 
which is characterized in his other publications* 

In the issue of May 16, 1945* SMITH prophesied that the 
San Francisco Conference might blow up inasmuch as JOL0T0V, head of the 
Russian delegation, is "arrogant, unreasonable, and vain*" In contrast, 
however, he stated that President TRUMAN will not be as soft and easy with 
Russia as was his predecessor* However, he stated that it will not be easy 
in view of what has gone before to get "tough" with STALIN. He further 
stated that trouble -making radicals, Communists, and certain Jewish agitators 
have already aUrmed negro leaders* He stated that this group insists on 
legislation in every state compelling employers to hire individuals regard- 
less of race, color, or creed* In this connection he stated that "Realistic 
and intelligent Negro leaders see in this plan to foroe a mixture of the 
races the precipitation of a reaction likely to retard the rapid improvement 
which would come naturally to the welfare of the Negro « M 

In the issue of May 23, 1945, SMITH made the statement 
that the Russian Government is not civilized, referring to the sixteen 
leaders of the "Polish Christian government" on their visit to Moscow* 



P 
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In the May 30, 1945, issue, SMITH made the statement 
that people should not be surprised if Japan surrenders shortly • He stated 
that this should not be counted on, but that there is much talk in San Fran- 
cisco on the possibility of an early end of the Japanese conflict. He 
stated that it would be better if Japan surrendered before Russia joined 
the war against Japan because if Russia came in she would demand domination 
in the Orient including China as her reward* 

In the June 6, 1945, issue, SMITH made the statement 
that TRUMAN had offended the Communists. He warned that the Communist 
propaganda would grow increasingly anti -TRUMAN. He referred to TRUMAN as 
a practical politician who will probably make some bad appointments, but 
stated that TRUMAN is definitely leaning toward BURTON K. WHEEIER, JAMES A. 
FARLEY, and JOHN NANCE GARNER. 

In the June 13, 1945 issue, SMITH made the statement 
that the FBI had renewed its campaign to investigate the activities of all 
Communists. "Since the Communist party line announced byjSariy^rowder is 
turning against the Truman Administration, the Reds are expected to begin 
sabotaging American industry and American activities in general*" 

In the June 20, 1945 issue, he stated that the COMMUNIST 
PAHTX was planning to conduct a reorganized revolutionary campaign in America. 
Ke stated that the Communists expect America to have trouble with Russia 
and are prepared to sabotage industry and organise a bloody revolution. 

In this issue be also prophesied that the conference 
of the "so-called" Big Three will be postponed as long as possible because 
of the highly controversial issues that have developed. He stated that 
TRUMAN is not expected to approve some of the deals which ROOSEVELT made at 
Yalta. 

Copies of all of the above issues are being sent to 
the Bureau as enclosures with this report, and extra copies of the issues 
of April 7, 14, 25; May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; June 6, 13, and 20, 1945, are 
being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division. ' 



■ '} X 
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In addition to the above copies of "The Letter," the 
May issue of "The Cross and the Flag" 1» frftinp rat^n^d in t.h« Detroit 
Field Division, 




( 



been no activity 



has advised that there has 
"Detroit," 'Michigan, concerning Subject SMITH. 
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ENCLOSURES : TO THE BUREAU — 

Mimeographed publication dated May 9» 1945 > at San 
Francisco, captioned "GERAID L. K. SMITH SUMMARIZES THE ATTITUDE OF 
NATIONALISTS CONCERNING SAN FRANCISCO PARLEY." 

Copy of publication captioned "AN APPRAISAL" dated 
May 23, 1945, at San Francisco, California. 

A 4-page publication dated May, 1945 » captioned "A 
Message from San Francisco ." 

A 4-page publication dated June, 1945, at Los Angeles, 
California, captioned "Blood and Money* n 

One copy of a petition addressed "To Congress" marked 
for the attention of Congressman JOHN E. RANKIN. 

Copies of "The Letter" for May 16, 23, 30; June 6, 13, 
20, and 27, 1945* 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

THE SAN FRANCISCO FIEID DIVISION 

♦At SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORN IA, upon receipt of the J^D 

complete report of J J/J will report any additional 

information which i^no^contaaned in this report, 

♦Will also follow, through informants, any activities of 
S&ITH upon his return to San Francisco, 

THE LOS ANGEIfiS FIEID DIVISION 

♦At LOS ANGEI£3, CALIFORNIA, will follow SMITH'S 
activities at Los Angeles and will advise the San Francisco Field Division 
when he returns to San Francisco. 

TO) DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 

At DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will maintain contact with 
Confidential Informants for the purpose of following further activities of 
the Subject. 

In accordance with Bureau instructions, investigative 
reports submitted in this particular case are not to be distributed to 
other governmental agencies. 



- PENDING - 
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DATE: August 11, 19^5 
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/ 4 letter rae received from the San Francisco *le^T£S* "■ « * Tul" 

1 ° ' - e+ |Uni: that on 'July 23, 1945 , — ~"" sa^iyision . . ^ 




i»>- *><Aii * A —• 



ivas a member of the organization of GERALD L. "K. SiiTEH* 



■visioi-. 



% 




^^_^__ daisied that the organization would take over the Government 
after the postwar unemployment gave them a chance to stir things up with th- jsl*-- 
^nsy.rere to agitate anti-Jfegro and anti-Semit ic riots and then amply the ZlJ.~Z*~ 
yitri weapons to put down the strife .■ ^asserted that there W a factor- " 

an - exxco whicn was goin? to turn out uie weapons for the organization." rn.," 

At the present timj f/f said he edited an anti-*Jisei newspaper whi^h 

-vac ^ sent from Los An^elesu^nto the San Joaquin Valley to inflame the populace " 
gainst the Japanese. "■■IP' predicted he would accomplish great things afte- 
^ had more experience. However, at the present moment in his career all he wa* 
doin£ was talking. 

/??^ vC 

The above is being furnished to the Bureau for information purposes. 
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■ ■ ■—i «■ ac&Lsefl that GERALD L. K. SMITH hold a 
meeting at the Philharmonic auditorium o^ Monday, June 25 , 19U5, beginning at 
8:00 P. M. *\ 



Prior to the opening of this meeting, from 70* clock on, at the Fifth 
Street entrance to the auditorium there were groups gathered on the sidewalk 
watching and discussing a picket line consisting of approximately forty- five 
persons, who were carrying placards which read* 

"Labor - Unite against Fascism" . 

"America First is United States Fascism." 

"Nip iimerican Fascists in tl>e Bud". 

"Fight Racial Discrimination". 

"Workers 1 Party Leads Antifascist Fight". 

"McCLiNAMJ Sponsored Labor+Baiter GERAIS L. K. SMITH", 

"GERaID L. K. SMITH Stands £or JIM CROW and Poll Tax". 

"The War is Not Over - This is Sabotage". 

"GERALD L. K. SMITH is Enemy of Labor". 

- h2 - 
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"Join the Picket line - Protest against GERALD L» K. SMITH". 

"Our War is Against Fascism at Home". 

"Out-of-bounds for Decent Americans". 

"S2£I?H Meetings Today - Concentration Camps Tomorrow 1 '. 

Also, persons were distributing leaflets to passersby, one issued by 
the Workers Party, address Labor Action, P. 0. Box 12u6, San Pedro, California, 
entitled 'Workers of Los Angelas'. - Stop the Fascists!"} another leaflet, 
issued by the Los Angeles Committee to Postpone Action on Peacetime Conscription, 
headed "Now is the Time to Actl"; and a card issued by the Public Affairs Forum 
designating every Tuesday evening at 7:30 P. U. as their meeting time at Studio 
Hall, Embassy Auditorium, 839 S. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles. Leaflets and card 
are attached to this report. 

Admission -was by ticket only. The meeting had apparently plenty of 
police protection, which SMITH later states cost him $7.50 per head on his 
conditional lease. 




card was to SMITH' s meeting held on June 




tii? 



m& 



This card will admit two persons to hear an address by 

GERAI0 L. K. SMITH 

PHILHARMONIC AUDITORIUM, Fifth and Olive Streets, Los Angeles, California. 
Monday, June 25, 19hS - - 8;00 P. M. 
Auspices: California Pastors' Committee to Fight Nazi- 
Communism. 50 Pastors of all Denominations 
will occupy platform. 

HONORABLE MEADE McCLaMA&JL, 
The Fearless statesman and membefe of the Los Angeles City Council, will 

introduce Mr. SMITH. 

SUBJECT OF ADDRESS 

Our Nation's Destiny: Christian Americanism or Atheistic Communism - Which? 
Among the many topics with which Mr. SMITH will deal 
will be the following: 
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The New Comiminist Strategy 
The Plot of the Super State 
American Sovereignty 
The Intem-iti sr.al Bank 
The Brett on Woods Plot 



STALIN* s Plan for America 
Europe and Communism 
New Red Headquarters - Hollywood 
The San Francisco Charter 
(Stalin's Document) 



WARNING: The Red enemies of this meeting will circulate all sorts of false 
reports. They will even report that the meeting has been cancelled. Regard- 
less of anything you read or hear to this effect, this meeting will positive- 
ly be held. Bring this card and come to the entrance of the Philharmonic 
Auditorium on the night of June 2$, prepared to attend the most dynamic and 
sensational rally in the history of Los Angeles. 

admission free BUT positively by card only. 

Notes This card may be used as a post card. Additional cards may be ob- 
tained free by addressing requests to Post Office Box 2508, Los Angeles, 
California. 
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Pickets of the Worker's Party picketed the Philharmonic. They were 
quite peaceful. Their signs called SMITH a Fascist, an enemy of labor, a race 
baiter, a poll-taxer, etc. Handbills were distributed by members of the 
Worker's Party, copies of which are attached to this report in the Master File 
and GERALD L. K. SMITH file. 

The Los Angeles Daily News June 26 carried the following story: 
"GERALD L. K. SMITH SPEAKS SECOND TIME HERE: 

"GERALD L. K. SMITH, 'America First' leader, made his second public 
appearance in Los Angeles last night. He spoke at the Philharmonic auditorium. 

"He lumped virtually all of his 'enemies' under the heading of 
'communists' and so designated a picket line which appeared outside the meet- 
ing hall, carrying signs charging SMITH with being a 'fascist'. 

"The meeting was chaired by newly elected Councilman MEADE McCLaNAHAN 
of the 13th district." 

The Los Angeles Examiner carried the following story: 
"AMERICA FIRST LEADER SPEAKS: 

"addressing more than 3500 persons at Philharmonic auditorium and an 
overflow sidewalk audience of several hundred through loud speakers connected 
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■with the stage, GERALD L. K. SMITH last night announced the active rebirth of 
America First, Inc., throughout the nation. 

"Requesting each member of his audience who was willing to contribute 
a minimum of $2 per person to his campaign to rise, SMITH was greeted with a 
near 100 percent response." 

The Los Angeles Times carried the following Story: 
"AMERICA FIRST HEAD SPEAKS HERE: 

"*. Philharmonic Audience, which gained admittance by card only, last 
night heard GERALD L. K. SMITH, America First head, speak on a variety of topics, 
ranging from free speech to Russia. 

"Several hundred members of the Workers party picketed the auditorium. 
Police dispersed crowds at the close of the meeting." 

The Examiner story is incorrect insofar as it claims that there were / 
3500 people at the Philharmonic. The Philharmonic holds only 2700 people. At %/ 
the most there were on the sidewalk on both sides of the street, not more than 
200 or 300 people. There were no loud speakers on the outside. 

The hall itself was packed. There were between twenty and thirty 
uniformed policemen and I learned from one of the policemen that there were 
quite a few plain clothes men. There were also a number of deputy policemen 
who wore civilian clothes and deputy police badges. Shore Patrol and Military 
l ^jA Police were also there, inside as well as outside. 

;t The audience was composed mainly of old people, and among the oldsters 

t \ there were more women than men. They definitely belonged to the lower strata 

of society and the most vociferous among them were the "hallelujah" boys and 
the "amen" women. This writer discovered quite a few people in his area who 
spoke with strong German accents. The following people in the audience were 
recognized: 



^ *S -** 

\\S KENNETH aLEX/JYDER of the"silver Shirts, MARTIN Mi'JEDER of the Bund, 

FREITDYSTER of the Silver Shirts, "DOC5<SiIHET of tte American Guards, LEON 
SYKS%kld& of San Diego, publisher of tha^room, Mrs#BEAN, who has the book" 
/ store on Larchmont, many former followers of ROBERT NOBLE, T. W. HUGHES and 
i „ EDITH SHQL. gLIZ/>CQU B of the Pe ace Now group wag_al3 in th g^au dience , ^o__ 

*§m was MrsffiUGGlHTTirTPft^MER, Mrs T TCg , JKMgS »EacBRII&. il^Cffi^lDgrr^a^ 

P0% of the^fti Klux Klan, and Miss^^LEG^NT, SMITH » s /secretary, wer* in oharge of the 

Sp ushers. WOQa'JmJL^RT^j(fiacSH.kNE,\fclMMEL J SaHLI and both of the CAPPs (father 
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and son) were ushering. Written instructions to the ushers were given out by 
SCHNEIDHl and Miss LEGANT, the text of which follows: 

INSTRUCTIONS TO THOSE WEARING USHER 
RJXjES 



)3 






mm 



SMITH RaIET 

Monday, June 25, 1°U5, 8 P. M. 

The number of your reserved seat is ( ) 

Read the following very carefully: 

1. You should hold in your hand one shopping bag. When you get 
located in your reserved seat, but the bag under the seat, 
ready to be used when necessary. 

2. You will find 10 extra envelopes in your shopping bag. This 
is for the purpose of supplying envelopes to any one who 
might not receive them as they enter. 

3. Listen very carefully to everything Mr. SMITH says from the 
platform. He will instruct you thoroughly as to what to do. 

li. Vfear your official badge at all times. 

5. When you have taken up the envelopes, return the bag to the 
literature tabic, which will be in charge of Miss LEGANT. 

6. If you have a question to ask, check with Miss LEGANT. 

?. Do not visit with anybody. 

This is a very serious and critical meeting. Be sober and 
attend to your business a ll the time. 

8. Be alert for any emergency or special instructions from the 
stage by Mr. SMITH. 

IMPORTANT 

Individuals carrying cards marked (special) are to be seated 
either on the platform or in the seats near the platform. Such 
cards have been given to clergymen. 
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Besides the bums on the stage were SMITH and his wife, PERKINS, WILLIS 
nd LAWRENCE ALLEN, BOB SHJLER, CHARIJ5^<ARTWRIGhT , t gM3E,McC IANAHAN, G. AUISOjjf 
'HELPS ana-^^LOVELL. \ / " "**— 

WILLEsaLLEN opened the meeting with the singing of "America" and the 
Ham 'n' Eggs song, which was rendered with a lot of gusto by the audience. Then 
introduced "our fearless Councilman" MEADE McCLANAHAN, who spoke partly from a 
manuscript and partly without it, 

McCLANAHAN first explained that the management insisted upon all 
speeches being delivered from a manuscript and than an advance copy of the 
speeches had to be turned in to the management. However, he found it difficult 
to speak from a manuscript, therefore, he would digress once in awhile. Also 
explained that the management insisted that a court stenographer take down 
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***-'* every word spoken on the stage and that the expense for the stenographer would 

have to be carried by the California Pastors Committee. 

McCIANAHAN spoke at length about the tremendous pressure which was 

j brought to bear on himself, SUITH and the management of the Philharmonic. He 

i^rj said he was convinced that the groups behind this pressure campaign, which 

2ft] he described as inhuman torture, were not working in the best interests of the 

ff- j government. He pointed out that he did not necessarily agree with him regard- 

., ) ing the menace of Communism. 

%+ i 

"■■-.j He described- the telephone calls that he received at his home and at 

... ■ his office and the letters and telegrams he received, as well as the management. 

: - . : However, he added, he was pleased to be able to tell his audience that for every 

.. -._ ■ one condemnatory message there were five which congratulated him or the manage- 

p'j ment of the Philharmonic. He said the Philharmonic had received so many letters 

fe.-^ that they hadn't been able to open them all and tried to be funny by adding that 

-■■-■- _■ the office staff assorted them and by touching them they could tell whether they 

■I-Vj were hot or cold. He got quite a laugh out of that from his audience. 

^"Tv H* said that ** has decided to fight for SMITH'S freedon of speech 

#&■{ because at various times of his life he had taken an oath to uphold the C nsti- 

?0$ tut ion and he cited that passage from the Bill of lights which deals with 

'::':•, ^.j freedom of speech. Talking of taking the oath he mentioned that he had done so 

again quite recently, and twice, when he was sworn in to fill the vacancy and 

the full term as Councilman for the 13th district. 

?^? In describing the telephone calls he received he dwelt at length upon 

the foreign origin of the callers, saying that many of the phone calls he could 
«w4 not understand because the callers could not talk good American and they prob- 

.! ably haven't been here long enough to learn it. He said perhaps after they go 

to night school they may learn how to speak American and perhaps also learn 
something about the Bill of lights and freedom of speech. Right now, however, 
i these minorities are demanding freedom of speech for themselves but would not 

\ permit the great majority to have it if it does not suit them. He expressed the 

hope that "if some boys and girls of the foreign press are here tonight", they 
■would lay off of him because he is really growing tired of their pressure. The 
pressure was so terrific that he was thinking of throwing out his telephone, but 
because they are hard to get he decided not to do it. That brought another 
$rH laugh. 

He said that the audience would learn tonight how much it costs to hold 
v ;r?. ? y up freedom of speech and expressed his thanks to the management for permitting 

lI'^M these \ Christian Americans to hold their meeting there and asked the audience to 

-$$>$ give line management a hand, which the audience did. 
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He related that some Councilman told him that he was making a mistake 
by tying up with SMITH, and then he talked of the president of the City 
Council, Mr. BURNS, who told him the best way of staying in the City Council 
is by not seeking publicity. 

The way it was put, it appeared that when he talked about a Council- 
man, that too, must have been BURNS. However, he -was not taking BURNS' advice 
and it seemed that he was pleased to be able to talk to so Large an audience. 
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Between the speech above reported, he introduced g0B.£HULEB., who 
rendered the invocation, which contained nothing worth reporting outside of 
the fact that SHULER too took out an insurance policy and said "may God wipe 
from our memory any word that might be uttered that would displease hijn. In 
other words both KcCLANAHAN and the Rev. SHULER wanted to make sure that the 
public and God understands that they are not backing up SMITH'S statements. 



)■ 
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McCIANAHAN wound up his speech by introducing GERALD L. K. SMITH. 



SMITH, as in previous speeches, kept rambling from subject to subject 
and it was difficult to follow him point for point but following are the main 
highlights of his discourse. He began by pulling the same showmanship stuff 
as he did at the Embassy, asking all those who can hear to raise their hands, 
which they did, and all those who can not hear him to raise their hands and 
quite a few did, and SMITH followed throughl "If you can*t hear me how did 
you know what I said?" It brought the expected result. SMITH began by stat- 
ing that he considered it an honor to address this Christian American audience 
and that he had many shocking things to tell them. He immediately set out to 
answer WALTERvKENQHEII. and the Council for Civic Unity. He said that WALTER 
WINCHELL "claimed on the radio that he, SMITH, had made the claim that 1000 
Los Angeles ministers were in back of him. SMITH said he did not claim 1000 
Los Angeles ministers but 1000 California ministers and that they were well 
represented here tonight* 

He said WINCHELL boosted the Council for Civic Unity and that he would 
have more to say about it later in his speech. He said it was impossible to 
have 1000 ministers from all over California at one place at one time but they 
were well represented. He asked the so-called ministers on the stage to stand 
up and asked the audience to give them a hand. A great majority of them got 
up only reluctantly and G. ALLISON PHELPS got up with only half of his seating 
capacity. Then SMITH claimed "\haVhe had 200 ministers in the wings and that 
they could not come on the stage for lack of space. (Of course this was un- 
true and it made the policemen and other people back stage laugh.) 

Next he stated that a certain clergyman had received $1,000 on Sun- 
day to preach a sermon against SMITH, that he is a corruptionist, a betrayer 
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of Christ, and a Judas Ischariot. Later during the course of his speech, 
while the audience was applauding , UcCy.ANAHAN leaned over and whispered to 
SMITH, then SMITH said that brother Mc/CLANAHAN had Just told him that the 
minister that he had referred to earlier as having sold out, is not an 
American citizen. The audience wanted him to name the minister, apparently 
hoping that it might be a Jewish name, and if SMITH had given the name it 
would have been an anti-climax and may have been cause for a libel suit so 
SMITH said that the name of the minister wasn't worth mentioning. 

There were the usual hateful remarks about WINCHELL, the gentlemen' s 
room journalist, who i3 today all powerful on the radio while a great patriot 
like LINDBERGH has been pulled into the gutter and smeared b ut smearing 
artists like WINCHELL. 

He said a lot of people wonder how SMITH gets such huge audiences 
in spite of the fact that his meetings receive no publicity in the press and 
only publicity on the Warner Bros. Communist station and in the Communist 
papers. He took a few cracks at the Los Angeles metropolitan press which 
is being run by the advertisers through the use of pressure. 

Next he read to the audience the text of a postal card sent out 
by the Committee of Correspondents asking the recipient to protest SMITH'S 
speaking at the Philharmonic. He emphasized the statement contained. in that 
postal card that SMITH was a red-baiter delnx. Next he read a second postal 
card sent out by the same Committee, the text of which follows: 

AIARUMl ALARUM 

GERALD L. K. SMITH , would-be American Fuehrer, darling of the 
"Nationalist Party", Anti-Semite, Anti-Negro, Anti -Labor, 
red-baiter de luxe, invades Los Angeles. 

PR OTEST TODAY , by telegram or letter to C. H, BRAINARD, Mgr. of 
Philharmonic Aud. Uj27 W. 5th St., Los Angeles 13) against 
renting this center of L. A. Culture to anti-kultur GERAID 
L. K. SMITH for his Monday, June 25th, meeting. 



tS- ACT NOPTJ 

fe& Los Angeles 

■-T- \ Box 973U Committee of Correspondence 

*' : Los Feliz Sts. Los Angeles 27 

$£ T «$; Coming back to the question of how he gets such a large attendance 

;|gjjSf| without publicity, he said that he did not have to come to Los Angeles to 

organize, that the Christian-Americans and anti -Communists were organized long 

before he came here. 
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§H Then he paid tribute to MEAD^^L^HANj, a nan with guts and in- 

they would come to McCIANAHAN's aid if his enemies start a recall initiative. 

He said the issue tonight was whether Christian-Americans shall 
71 preserve for the future freedom of speech. He said he is being called a 

Fascist, but there is no greater enemy of Fascism in America than he and that 
he was the one that went to Washington and demanded that a law against Nazism, 
Fascism and Communism be put on the statute books. He says no Russian in 
Beverly Hills, nor Hitler, nor Stalin, can tell him whether or not he can 

1- U__J. V_ —_.J » -|_4.4.— *•««-*_ T7TWA-DT\ f\ DATSTMCniT 4-V,^ A.^ n W«1 «-P wM nV. 

O^U<UL> UIMV AlO 1'DQU O. -touted. J. X SJJil -EO/mviUV U» HUWillUVH ) VIU5 Ml xgJ.kUM. ~J. niMVU 

seemed to have been addressed to the management of the Philharmonic and a copy 
of which seemed to have been sent by ROBINSON to McCLANAHAN. The letter simply 
• protested against the use of the Philharmonic by SMITH and pointed out that 
■j SMITH himself, publicly, admitted he was a Fascist. Here SMITH interrupted 
«£ the reading of the letter asking whether there was a lawyer in the audience 
Si who might take a law suit against ROBINSON for libel on a contingency basis. 
- When he was through reading the letter he gave it to McCLANAHAN, telling him 
JL-J to save it for some day it will be an important letter in the history books, 



ROBINSON, he asked the audience what is his real name' and some people shouted 
...,,.,. "his name was GOIDENBERG" . I 

Coming back to the praise of McCLANAHAN, he said that with the help 
of these Christian Americans McCLANAHAN could be elected to the office of 
— - r Congress, Mayor, or even Governor, _/ , ,' , 

; Then SMITH proceeded to give what heVcalled details of the attempted 

Oll^l DSOIWII V"X UI1XD IUOO UWIg 1 tW 0BJ.U 1 UlUU^W ) Ulli» i ) WW » vw4*»"«««»" J »**w j, — w ■» 

two as chairman and secretary respectively of tine "Pastor's Committee, which 

t had been formed 11 months ago, had contacted the Philharmonic Auditorium to 

{ rent the hall. SMITH claimed that the management was told tjiat he was to be 

[ the speaker. PERKINS and SWIFT put down #260 for the rent and there was same 

* additional expenses of around $100. SMITH thought that this would be all the 

* expense for this meeting but the audience would soon hear how much it cost to 
^-J have freedom of speech here in Los Angeles. He said that as soon as printed 

| invitations fell into the hands of the enemy they launched a campaign of 

.9 XU^lIILLUavxS'Il) vjf^vax vi uinwxm no miuii nvn giio a avo nv* n. • 

Then, for no good reason at all, he started talking about his only 
jrf son in the Service and the decorations he had received, etc. Then he took 

S. time out to congratulate BQBySHULF.R on the nice opening prayer and on his 

'l^fj courage to appear on the platform. Turning to Councilman McCLANAHAN he sug- 

WM gested that the pressure brought to bear upon the Philharmonic and McCLANAHAN 
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should be investigated by the Grand Jury. Then he came to one of the high 
points of his speech. He was going to show the audience what tactics the 
ens 1 ™ - was using t-o keep his from exercising his constitutional rights. He 
^S • held* in his hand a letter addressed to PERKINS and McCLANAHAN by the Phil- 

"..>-. d harmonic Auditorium which, he claimed, was received by him on Wednesday. 

This letter stated that the Philharmonic would reconsider its cancellation 
of the Auditorium if the following conditions were met by 3 o'clock on Thurs- 
-fe day (June 21st), He added that this letter was received 26 hours before the 

f 3o' clock deadline and he was going to celebrate his 23rd wedding anniversary 

1 with his wife but he couldn't because he had to devote all of his time to meet 

t '- the conditions set forth in the letter. The conditions were that SMITH put 

_ /? u 1 ** $1 000 cash to cover ar" r possible damans to the furniture in the Auditorium. 

•:-. . j That he put up an additional $1,000 cash to guarantee that the speakers would 

* not digress from the manuscript which, Judging i*om other remarks during the 

| course o£ the evening, had to be submitted in advance. Further, the Phil- 

| harmonic demanded that he pay the cost of a court stenographer who would take 

a down every word uttered. Also he had to furnish a #250,000 public liability 

5 insurance policy, a riot and civil commotion policy, and pay for the hiring 

. ^ of police officers to be on duty during the course of the evening, the price 

to be $7.50 per policeman and as many to be hired as the management deemed 



As he read this letter he frequently interrupted, calling these 
demands outrageous and protesting against the high-handed manner of the Phil- 
harmonic management. He said that he had to go to Lloyds of London to get 
the $250,000 policy and that it was quite difficult to raise the necessary 
cash but there was nothing else for him to do but to go through with a bad 
bargain. He said how could he speak of the principles of QEORGE WASHINGTON 
and ABRAHAM LINCOLN if he would give into the intimidations of the Philharmonic 

f\"\' ■ «-"-"■ ' '-"" OJ1U i oou a p 5^1 DU D^QSVUI »10 >»W1*4M "VW 4VOV1 WHO k»^OW>>l* WV.V I»n*«»»%* 

speak along the moral lines of what he had set forth in the advance copy, even 
if it means that on the following day the $1,000 cash bond would be forfeited. 

From here on, no matter what his subject, he frequently came back 
to the *1,000 cash bond, which was a build up for the collection speech later 
en. He also said that any one who would donate $1 or more would receive a 
photostatic copy of this outrageous letter which some day too would be part of 
the history books telling of the attempted suppression of free speech. 

~*- On Monday afternoon, according to SMITH, the management wanted to 

; know where is the text of the speech to be made by SHULER and SMITH replied 

j%i$j& that SHULER would not speak, that he would pray. Nonetheless, according to 

W^Mi SMITH, the management insisted upon having an advance copy of SHULER* a prayer 

@p8 for they apparently fearod that SHJLER might let God in on the things SMITH 
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was going to say but was prevented from saying through the restriction* set 
forth in the letter quoted above. He said that Rev. WESIEY SWIFT took the 
text of SHJLER'8 prayer to the management of the PKH?fer5Donttr«ndi'boriujn on 
the Uth floor of the building. 

Then he digressed and talked of his intentions to stay in Los Angeles 
as long as he cares to because a certain gentlemen was anxious for him to 
leave. He did not mention his name but of course moant the Mayor. 

Then he repeated a story he first told at the Embassy Auditorium how 

i tho people in the Philharmonic tried to get him out of the hall and gave as 

. ^ their excuse that tho FBI wanted him out. How he had written to J. EDGAR HOOVER 

r= ■'■. about it and that HOOVER denied this in a letter. He read the letter again as 

~-r * ho did at the Embassy. 

d^t Next he came to the Council for Civic Unity. He reminded the aud- 

- I ienco that this is the organization which was boosted by TCO^EB-JJKISCfllTZ , 

"'-* and he added that by calling him LIPSCHITZ he was very charitable. He asked 

_■ \ does DrlpARNHAii, President of the Council of Civic Unity, know what company 

y^i! he is keeping. Ho tten held the lateet Tenney Committee report in one hand 

:•&'-;! and the letter from the Council in the other. He said that he had found that 

$$$ 12 people who are on the letterhead of RAYMOND BOOTH'S Council Ibr Civic Unity 

');!<£ were mentioned in the index of the Tenney Committee report which was published 

' *^ at the taxpayer's expense and which oxposed the Communist activities. He was 

! careful not to state that these people were Communists. The people mentioned 

_*i as appearing on the stationery of the Council for Civic Unity and in the Tenney 

C'f> Committee report index were J Rev, CIAYTQN HUSSEIi, lirs. CHARLOTTE BASS, GEOROE 
BRADLEY, Dr. ERNEST C^LDECOTT, PHILIP M. CONNELLY, Hon. AUGUSTUS HAWKINS, SAMUEL 
ORNITZ, Rev. CLAYTON RUSSELL, DORE SCHilRY, AJQS THBaMES, HERBERT SORRELL. 

He stopped at the name of Dr. ERNEST OALDECOTT to point out that he 
is an arch communist. 



He then turned around and asked who is this DR. FARNHiiM, and he was 
told that ha is the Executive-Secretary of the Los Angeles Church Foderation. 
Then he turned back to the audience and announced this, and said that the 
Church Federation is Comminist, and so is the Federal Council of Churches, which 
is being run by modernist preachers. He said that ho himself, and he is quite 
sure the audience too, prefers the pulpit pounding clergymen of the Pentecostal 
sects of tho type represented on the platform. 



Switching from his subject again, he asked how many people would 
$$M come to a mass meeting which ho would address either in tho Hollywood Bowl, or 

in some baseball park, or in the stadium. There wore tho usual "ayes 11 from tho 
audience. 
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Then be came to his appeal for money.' The "writer of this report 
realty had to laugh wten he said that he expects to get $10 each from the 
preachers on the platform. Most of them looked like they didn't have next 
week' s rent. He asked poople to indicate on the back of the envelope how much 
money they would contribute if on the following day he finds that the manage- 
ment has stolen his $1,000 because he has not stuck to the text of the speech 

■- which he had submitted. There were the usual remarks about his publications 

~"i which would be sent to the donors, etc. 



From here on he kept his appeal for money going while, at the same 
time, touching upon many subjects. He attacked the press, which is being 
high-pressured by advertisers and signled out particularly the Daily News 
which would probably report on the following day that SltTTH had made a collec- 
tion, while nothing is being said when SIDNEYl/HILUkJI can take &> and $6 from 
the weekly pay envelopes of thousands of worlds by simply putting his initials 
on it. 

At this point came the revelation reported previously that the 
minister was not an ^jnerican citizen. (The minister, incidentally, was in the 
audience and it is understood at the time of this writing that he is planning 
to answer SMITH in a public meeting at the Church of the Open Door). 

Coming back to RTLUiiJJ, he also added that the Communists get plenty 
of money through lend lease • 

He stated that the slogan of the iuaerican Nationalists is H Christ 
First in iimerica" and if there had been Christ First in Germany there would 
never have been a Hitler and if there had been a Christ First in Russia there 
would never have been a Stalin and 20 million Christians would not still be 
suffering in the concentration camps of Russia. He said he is not concerned 
with the suffering of the people in Central Europe but he is plenty concerned 
with the suffering of the 20 million Christians who are still in Russian 
concentration camps. Then he switched to the Jews and said that if there were 
any Jews present or representatives of Jews or Jewish organizations they should 
go to the Jewish leaders and tell them not to harass him, SLCETH, and instead 
of making enemies they should go out to make friends. He told them that the 
Jews are safe in America only because it is a Christian nation and ho advised 
them to take the leadership out of tho hands of the hysterical goofs who sit 
up 2li hours a day to think up schemes to prevent Christian iiffiericans like him- 
self from having their say. 

Then he drifted to the topic of internationalism and ranted against 
having a Congress more powerful than tho tf. S. Congress, a Constitution more 
5§Sf powerful than tho U. S. Constitution, and a flag greater than the Stars and 
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Stripes. (Incidentally, the stars and stripes waved all the way through SMITH'S 
speech but since the flag-waving was repetitious it is not indicated in this 
report.) While talking about the government he said that for the last 12 
years it had bean in the wrong hands but finally got its greatest break when 

TRUlL'iN became President. 

Then he asked G^iLLISON PH ELPS to take a bow after he had told the 
audience how this man was persecuted, hounded and molested for attacking 
refugees while being a radio commentator. He said the enemies had robbed him 
of his home, his job and livelihood and that now he has to make his home in a 
garage, (it will be remembered that when G. ^JXISON PHELPS was on the air he 
harped particularly on LION FfiUCHTV/^NGER and his book "Moscow, 1937", quoting 
particularly the passage at the end of the book where it compared the foul air 
in the democracies with the clean air in Moscow) . SMITH picked up the Feucht- 
wanger book, attacked him as a Communist and quoted the same passage. Undoubt- 
edly this was called to SMITH'S attention by PHELPS for the introduction of 
PHELPS and the quotation from I^EUChTUtNGER's book, one immediately after the 
other, could not have been accidental. In talking about FEUCHTiYANGER, SMITH 
made some cracks about Beverly Hills and suggested that the refugees be sent 
back to where they came from. 

Then he added that not all the people in Hollywood are bad and to 
prove this statement he quoted from the March 7th edition of the Congressional 
Record a statement which is anti-Communist and was drawn up by the officers of 
the Motion Picture Alliance . He read the names of the officers, among them 
GINGER ROGERS, RUPERT HUGHES, IfcJff DISNEY, KING V3D0R, CLiiRENCE BROUN, NORMAN 
TiJJROG, H017«HD EMMETT ROGERS, and several others. Next he asked his audience 



'* * to bring pressure to bear on the management so that he would get his $1,000 

■-*'.. back, then he returned to one of his favorite subjects, HENRM*Lk*CE, suggest- 

. ' ing that the people get down on their knees to thank the Lord that HENRY VikLLuCE 

f is not the President. 

• He said WALLACE is the angel and pet of the Communists and he quoted 

{ from a speech made by W.JLi.CE on the occasion of the celebration of the 26th 

anniversary of the Russian Revolution. The quotation he gave stated that if 
Russia continues at the present rate of progress for 20 more years it would 
surpass the United States. While a statement of this sort does not in the 
least prove that the man who makes the statement is Communistic but simply sets 
forth some facts, SMITH made the most of it, accepting this as proof that YfriLikCI 
is Communistic and the audience loved it. SMITH suggested that WiiLi.CE go to 
Soviet Russia and run for Vice-President with Stalin. He said the reds have a 
plan to destroy our government, our industry, our churches and schools, and we 
can't fight something with nothing. We have a plan and we are going to run the 
red rats out of this country. 
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Next came a plea for the t veterans. He cited figures as to how many- 
veterans will return and how many defense workers and veterans will be unem- 
ployed and suggested that the veterans bo given a $1*000 discharge bonus. He 
again related the story of the alleged waste of six billion dollars in South 
^jnorica and how many veterans could have been paid $1*000 each with that money. 

Than he referred to a recent statement by ELK'JJOR ROOSEVELT criticis- 
ing the Communists, asking why didn't she make a statement like that 12 years 
ago for during the past 12 years our system of government was not American. 

• .* 

He said that he noticed some Negroes in the audience and that he 
! considers himself a friend of theirs for he and HUEY LONG fought the poll tax 
* in Louisiana while Bilbo of Mississippi fought for the retention of the poll 
-'W tax. 

z.--. :% 

fr ! Next he quoted from the Tenney Report Lengston Hughes' poen "Good-bye 

"■j Christ' 1 . He rendered it with a great deal of pathos. Then he gave a definition 

' of Nationalism in a typical style as we know it from his current literature. 

^ ? No Congress above our Congress, no flag above our flag, etc. No sharing of 

'•:[>•:.; our sovereignty with any one in any sort of super state. Then he came to what 

££s he described as the San Francisco cocanut. He gloated for 3/U of the meat of 

■$% the cocanut had disappeared due to President TRUMuN's work- He said ROOSEVELT 

'l? : .\ wanted to be president of the world and to accomplish this he started giving 

_ * away everything and when ROOSEVELT came back from Yalta where he had given 

7„.; away everything, he could not face his own deeds and he broke under it. If 

?£*$ there is to be a super state, SMITH said, the pagans will be in control. 

■ 4 Then followed more talk about $1,000 discharge pay for the veterans. 

^f By then tho ushers had finished collecting the envelopes which contained the 

_~* donations. Rev. \fl2SJMyffrfIFT gave a short prayer and McCLhNiJLiN announced that 

the meeting waTf^cTosed. 

■~ f Ushers distributed an admission card reading as follows: 

..? "SPECIi'X MEETING" 

"to be addressed by 

GERALD L. K. SJOTH 



I 



S 120i* So. Hill Street, Los Angeles 

THURSDAY, JUNE 29, \9l6 8:00 P. M. 



.■■£$?' 



In this meeting Mr. Smith will get down to brass tacks 
and discuss the unvarnished truth concerning the killers 
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and character assassins who are attempting to curb Christian 
Nationalism in America. 

To be admitted to this meeting, this card must be presented 
or the individual must be identified by one who carries this 
card. 

CLOSED MEETING 

This meeting is closed to the general public. Interlopers, 
curiosity seekers and snoopers, working in behalf of the 
enemy, will not be welcome*" 



by GERAU) L. K* 
California. 



'that a closed meeting was held 
S1JITH on Thursday, June 28, at 120U S. Kill Street, Los Angeles, 



17P 



This meeting was to begin at 8 P. M. , and it was noted as early as 
7,15 p. M. that there was a line of pickets in front of this address. The 
pickets 1 placards were identical with those used tonday night, June 25, at the 
Philharmonic Auditorium, and the same people were noted to be carrying them 
on both occasions. The picket line consisted of approximately 25 at the start 
and numbered h$ at 10 P. M. These pickets were supposed to represent a labor 
party, although under just whose auspices they were acting is unknown, to us 
at this time. There was considerable shouting and booing and reviling of GfiR ALT) 
SMTH. Just prior to the opening of the meeting it was noted that there were 
approximately 75 to 80 persons standing in groups on the corner and directly in 
front of the above address. 

GERALD L. K. SMITH spoke on the third floor of this building, and had 
an audience of approximately eight hundred here while directly below on the sec 
ond floor there was a loud speaker by which he addressed approximately three 
hundred more. The meeting was opened at 6»10 P. M. with the audience singing 
two verses of "America". SMITH'S opening statement was that "Outside is an 
example of what we are up against." He wont on to say that the people in 
front of the building were not the real enemies— that they were Just screwballs. 
He said there was a deliberate attempt by high finances to upset this meeting, 
and said they had gone to the extent of printing 150 counterfeit tickets in 
order to have representatives at this meeting, ^ie stated that most of these 

counterfeit tickets had been caught but he knew that several of the "rats" were 
in the audience and he wanted them to know that they were to cauBe absolutely 
no disturbance or he would soo that they were bodily thrown out. He stated he 
was tired of being disturbed and annoyed by these "hook-nosed Russians*. SMITH 
stated that the management of the Philharmonic Auditorium had been so coerced 
and threatened that they actually believed there would be mob riots, acid throw- 
ing, ripping of furniture, etc. He again stated the conditions that had been 
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set down by the Philharmonic Auditorium management, saying that he wanted every- 
one to know that these conditions had all been met and further that the money 
put up under these conditions had been returned in full* He said the manage- 
ment, when returning the thousand dollars that had been placed to insure hi a , . 
reading directly from his script— although he did not stick entirely to his 
script— had said that the reason they had him put up this thousand dollars was 
because they had heard that he did a lot of swearing in his talks. SMITH, laugh- 
ing at this, said, n I wonder if that is why they insisted five times before the 
Philharmonic meeting on a script of Rev. .BOB^HUI flR* s prayer— were they afraid 
he was going to swear in his prayer?* \ 

SMITH said that all the pressure brought against him was not from 
the Communists but that the greater part was from the richest Jews in Los 
Angeles and Hollywood. He said he was going to reveal the name of the person 
responsible far the annoyance to him at his meeting— that this person was 
Rabbi J&GNIN. He said he wanted to issue a word to ^TMiMMTOT at this time 
that he was making a terrible ndstfee, that he intended to continue his meet- 
ings, and that in the very near future he was going to have a large meeting 
in an outdoor bowl and Rabbi MAGNIN had better not do anything to stop it. He 
stated that if he was annoyed any further he would issue a half million cir- 
culars exposing and telling the whole story. 

He said on chocking the records of the O.P.A. it was found that 92% 
of the violations of O.P.A. regulations were by Jews. He said his statements 
do not mean he hates all Jews, but that he believes that Jews should be American! 
first and Jews second. He stated that on his arrival in Los Angeles he found 
out that the May Company Department Store went to the Los Angeles Time and 
told them not to publicize SMITH. 

SMITH had on the platform . ALLIS ON PHELPS, writer and commentator. 
He introduced Mr. PHELPS, and repeated again the "story of his having been 
attacked and his career ruined. S&ITH further stated that his organization 
was going to use PHELPS 1 "pen and his tongue, and that PHELPS was going to be 
a great aid to their organization. He promised to send a story of 0, ALLISON 
PHELPS to the members attending this meeting. 

Mr. SMITH praised Brother JONATHflJi J>ERKINS, who was also on the plat- 
form, for his splendid cooperation in" helping "with the routine work of holding 
all meetings. He said Brother PERKINS met him in San Francisco and has worked 

by his side ever since. 

Mr. SMITH said that there would appear in the next morning's Examiner, 
June 29, an article by FRANK M. HJRPHI, Supreme Court Justice, and that in this 1 
article MURPHY would criticize SMITH in regard to anti-Semitism, Mr. SMITH 
said he would tell an interesting story about MURPHf, — which was that he had 
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been a good friend of his prior to this and that MURPHY is known personally by 
him not to be speaking at the present time to Supreme Court Justice FELIX FRANK- 
FURTER; but while FRANK JJURPHX won't speak to FRANKFURTER yet he cornea out and 
criticizes him (SMITH) and takes a "holier than thou" attitude, (Justice FRANK 
U. iflJRPHY's article was noted in the Examiner for June 20, 19li5, and is attached . 
to this report,) 

SMITH said the Communists and Jews are trying to get the negroes all 
11 net up n so that when the fight comes they will have some one to throw out in 
front. This statement was in reference to the picket line in front of the 
building, there being two negroes in the line 5 and in discussing the placard 
"GERALD L. K. SMITH is Enemy of Labor" SMITH stated he had a letter from 
WIUIAkjGREgN o f the A.F. of L. congratulating him on his friendship towards 
La feor • ' ak&'rri 1 iur ther stated ho also had thirteen honary memberships in various 
unions. 

Ifr. SMITH again praised Councilman laEADE McCLANAHAN for his fortitude 
in sticking by SMITH to see that he was allowed, free speech. 

Throughout this meeting there was considerable disturbance by loud 
shouting and booing coming from the street. SLUTH stated at ten o'clock that 
this meeting had been disturbed from 7O0 P. U. until 10*00 P. if., with no 
police protection. He said it had taken them all this time to get the protec- 
tion they needed for the safety of the members from the potential killers 
downstairs. SMITH asked every one to write the Los Angeles Police Department 
and protest the disturbance taking placo. He said to tell in the letters only 
the truth — that there were 1600 people in attendance, that they were harassed, 
annoyed, disturbed and 1hrea toned with physical harm, and that from 7i30 to 
10*30 there was no semblance of order. Ho said to write the llayor, the City 
Council, the Police Department, or any of the officials. 

The meeting closed at approximately 10i30 P. U. , following tho col- 
lection. No men in uniform were noted at this meeting. On leaving the building 
it was noted that thero wers an estimated 100 or more uniformed policemen keep- . 
ing the people moving on the stroet. U?&)V7^ 




grams, cards, 



protes 



^^^__ that countless numbers of tele- 
were received during the four days before 



- 61 - 



i>7J> 



'r> 






%, 



.% 






:^y 




~- 






L. A. 10O-79U5 

subject's (SMITH) meeting at the Philharmonic Auditorium on June 26, 19U5. More- 
over, the Manager of the Philharmonic Auditorium was annoyed with phone calls, 
both anonymous and otherwise, requesting and erven demanding that SMITH'S ached* 
uled meeting be cancelled forthwith, 

a copy of the speech of GERALD L. K.. 

SMITH which "was of necessity furnished to the offices of the Philharmonic 
Auditox^m prior to the scheduled appearance there on June 25, l?ii5. 
4[ H the subject deviated from his prepared speech occasionally but 

no^sffliciently to warrant forfeit of his $1,000 bond. A copy of instant 
speech is being furnished to the Bureau and the Detroit Field Division and a 
copy is also being retained in the file of the Los Angeles Field Division for 
further reference. 





proBn^rtWlora^n^wH LONG RepmS" iniottisTana. Be was with Governor LONU 
at the time of the assassination, and conducted* the LONO funereal.^ ImmodiateJfy * 
after he became active in Isolationists 1 Activities, andH^&^^§6M^§p- of* 
the America First Gr oup w hen General WOOD resigned the office or national -fcfiair- 
man. «RAL»'trl rf 'SHT!f r 18 a former " Campbell! te Minister and possesses a limited 
education, crude personality and a world of knowledge of rabble-rousing oob- 
psvchc!DCT»^H^3iatf^ opened the door *• **rge ~ 

ctofe-'lis^^pii jfegfreaaa foi^lS^f*'consequently he advocates It anTrTpr~arcttse» Anti- 
Seoltt sis whenever ho con sider s i i pr a c ti cable . 
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The June 29th Issue of the Los Angeles Examiner carried an article 
stating that Supreme Court Justice FRANK M. MURPEC will speak at the Hollywood 
Bowl July k. Justice MURPHT hates anti-Semitism. At a peace conference in 
the Ambassador Hotel the Justice warned "the unwary will stub their toes on theij 
racial and religious conciets. But for every GERALD L. K. SMITH there are 
1,000 Americans that stand for just the opposite." 

ENCLOSURE TO THE BUREAU 

A copy of a speech submitted by GERALD L. K. 3i£LTH to the officers of 
the Philharmonic Auditorium, Los Angeles, prior to his scheduled appearance 



- 6fa- 



<• 






rfs 



«§ 



L. A. 10O-79U5 

at the Auditorium on June 25 > 19^5 < 
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ENCLOSURE TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 

A copy of a speech submitted by GERALD L. K» SMITH **"£*£*" ° f 
the Philharmonic Auditorium, Los Angeles, prior to his scheduled appearance 
at the Auditorium on June 25, 19^5. 
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THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 

At Lancaster, California } 

Will conduct discreet investigation through informant s\and other 
~_. — . -~«. *>■? 4 n ^ m ^{nn ^aMivi-fna t.Vio har»V-0r , mmri . M stnrv. and activi ties of 



1 -. . 



subject's America First Party. 



At Los Angelas, California t 



mil, through ■ ■ obtain complete ^g 

coverage of subject's activities, meetings^ ana Tuture plane. 



■\>t 



One copy of instant report is being sent to the San Francisco Field 
Division and one copy to the San Diego Field Division for information purposes 
inasmuch as it is believed that subject may include those Field Divisions in 
a speaking tour in the near future ♦ 
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|p COPT OF A MANUSCRIPT (SPEECH) SUBMITTED BT GERALD L. K. SMITH TO THE 

^•-'" OFFICERS OF THE PHIIEARMONIC AUDITORIUM, LOS ANGELES, PRIOR TO HIS 

SCHEDUUED APPEARANCE FOR JUNE 26th, 1946. 

The time baa come when 079x7 citizen of America who believes in our Constitution, 
our ny of life, and the Christian principles on which our Nation was founded, 
must be willing to stand up and be counted* 

Christian Nationalism is easy to define* It represents that political philosophy 
which would maintain our America as a Christian nation. It will be recalled by 
all students of the history of jurisprudence that some years ago the Supreme 
Court of the United States declared officially that America is a Christian nation. 

Ten years ago I dedicated myself to the task of building a dynamic crusade de- 
signed to counteract the menacing growth of foreign "isms" in the United States. 
I was one of the first to form a committee which led the campaign resulting in 
the organisation of the Congressional Committee for the Investigation of Un- 
American Act Ivi ties (oommonly known as the Dies Conmittee). The movement which 
_J^lead now, as a spokesman for 21 Nationalist groups, numbers something over 3 
million followers. Our headquarters is in Detroit, Michigan, where a large 
.j staff of my compatriots assist in the publication of our periodicals, the handl- 

ing of our heavy mail, and in maintaining contacts with our oonanitteea, workers 
and followers in every State in the Union. 

: ^J It is my profound oonviction that the Communist Party has unitsd foroes with 

the Nazi underground of the Western Hemisphere. Recently in an address to a 
select audience in Detroit the Reverend Father Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen of Wash- 
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ington, D. C. revealed that he had laid his hand on a copy of the secret minutes 
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^$r of th* Communist Party, whioh has recently set up its Western Hemispheric 

ho ad quartan in Msxioo City. Said the eminent Prieatt "The Nasi under- 
ground and the Coamiunist Party are definitely working together in the Weatern 
Hemisphere, according to these aeoret minutes." 

Theae evil oonapiratora againat our way of life have developed a terrible - 
and awful technique for amearing the oharaoter, the patriotism and the in- 
tegrity of those of us who lead these fighta. Typical examplea of vioioua 
smear have been the way that they have dealt with men like Martin Dies, 
Burton K. "Wheeler, Charlee A, Lindbergh, Hamilton Fiah, and othera. It will 
be recalled that Congressman Fiah was the first Congressman to lead in a 
bold investigation of Communist activities. In faot, I am informed that 
publio officiala who have sought by ezpoae to a tamp out Communiam in Cali- 
fornia have been ameared and abused by the Red and pro-Bed pros a of your 
State . 

The favorite technique among the Red propagandists ia to accuse men like 
myself of racism. They go to the Jewa and say that we are anti-Semitic 
Ihey go to the Negroes and say that we are anti-Negro. Unfortunately, 
representatives of these minorities sometimes believe these lies and allow 
themselves to be used as the tools of these agitators. The faot ia, however, 

■ % ■ 

; I that upon my arrival in Loa Angeles I released a statement to the preaa 

oonoernlng my oonviotions, and among the statemente I made was the following 
WM sentenoet Maoism is not a part of this program. Anyone who hates another 

tm 

$M man because of his raoe, creed or color is un-Christian and un-American.* 

■'■'y ''■'■' 

I heaitate to make any personal remarks, but because my personality has been 
discussed so much in connection with this meeting, it seems important for 
me to make one or two obeervationa having to do with my own personal life. 
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In the first place, I an willing to assert that every vicious statement 
against my character and patriotism can be traced eventually to the Sad 
press. Like many Americans, I was opposed to war before Pearl Harbor* 
I agreed with your venerable and eminent fellow citizen. United States 
Senator Hiram Johnson that if we had had strong defenses and real states- 
manship baok in 1933, 1954 ind 1936, this war might hare been avoided. 
Ifhen war comes, however, there is only one way to and it, and that is to 
win it. The people associated with me, ss well as my own personal family, 
have done all in their power to make the Stars and Stripes victorious in 
this conflict • Hy own son, Gerald Smith, Jr., has been a casualty twice 
in this war ~ once by starvation and onoe by wounds. Incidentally, these 
casualties oame after he had volunteered for suicide engagements in the 
Burma jungles. He wears the Purple Heart, the Silver Star, and other 
recognitions for his heroism as a Private soldier in the ground foroes. 

It will be said that my address tonight has been adjusted to meet and sat- 
isfy the criticism that has been levelled against ma. May I say that my 
address tonight is on the seme order and oontalns exactly the same subjeot 
matter as if I were speaking in any other oity or under any other oiroum- 

had in mind anything except the most self- 
call first on the ministers of Christ to be my 
persons with whom I conferred when I came to 
this oity was an eminent priest, who not only encouraged me by complimenting 
me on leading this crusade. in defense of Christian Americanism, but gave 
me much valuable information concerning the Cat hoi io Churoh t a attitude to- 
ward this program of atheistlio politics — Communism. 



stances. Do you think if I 
respecting conduct, would I 
advisors? One of the first 



I have prayed and conferred 



and counseled with numerous ministers of all 



.-itil.-jL.. ...-.■... 



•ri&iiuJI 






n 



«:^ 



-4- 



si 

;'; ; ; :, | denominations. On* sterling example is the fieverend F* C. Woodworth. 



Beverwnd Woodworth presides over end helps to supervise the Christian 

labors of SS5 pastors of his denomination. He holds the highest of floe 

to whioh these ohurohes can elevate him, end this, the Southern California 

District, is the strongest district of his denomination. I desire to read 

a letter whioh I received from him, dated June 14, 1945. The letter reads 

as follows i 

Rot. Gerald L. K. Smith 
Hotel lormandie 
6th and Hormandie Sts. 
Los Angeles 5, California 

Dear Brother Smith t 

I wish to take this opportunity to write you and express my 
sincere appreciation for the very find work that you are doing. 
I appreciate in the first place, your splendid Christian spirit 
and, in the second place, your thorough knowledge of world con- 
ditions and the fearlessness with whioh you attack the Communistio 
tide in America. 

We are not all capable of doing what you can do but we want you 
to know we are behind you 100 per oent, and you will have our 
support in the work in which you are engaged. I have talked to a 
number of our ministers who attended your services at the Embassy 
Auditorium and without exception, they spoke highly of you and the 
" way in whioh you handled the situation. 

■ -* I need not tell you because I know you are aware that the West 

-, Coas^ is a "hot bed" for Communism, and with the tide of wickedness 

i that is here, together with Communism, there is no wonder the Devil 

£ would oppose Christianity presented in its purity. I do feel it 

« is our duty to stick together and hold together and if wa oan serve 

Y^-i in the behind scenes, we shall try to be a foundation and a corner- 

'- 1 stone in the building or the erection of Christ and America first* 

.J Tours with best wishes, 

... _ i 

§M /■/ F. C. Woodworth 

■**|pf Superintendent 

y§^# PCW/lb Assemblies of God, Inc. 
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Between 600 and 700 Christian pastors requests* invitations for this nest- 
ing. When the Pastors* Committee, sponsoring this rally, arranged for 
Councilman MoClanahan to introduce me, I warned Mr. MoClanahan that *y 
enemies would bring every known type of pressure to bear upon him, and that 
in oase he or any other prominent oitizon in this city so desired, it would 
not offend me for them to investigate my oonduot as a patriotio American, 
not through the smear sheets and libelous nsws stories that have been 
printed, but through such eminent cit liens as United States Senator Vanden- 
y berg of Michigan, United States Senator Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota, and 

■asT-.' Mr. Ernest Liebold, for 54 years the personal private secretary of Mr. Henry 

Ford, I gave Mr, MoClanahan the names of outstanding Protestant olergymen, 
including the Reverend Dr. Samuel Forrer, Pastor of Michigan's largest 
Presbyterian Church, the Beverend Father Murphy, co-Pastor of Michigan's 
largest Catholio Church, and many others* 



--■■ \ 
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Incidentally, some months ago I spoke in the City of Chicago. I addressed 
a great mass meeting in the Labor Temple of a local unit in the American 
Federation of Labor. Terrific pressure was brought to bear on this fine 
Labor Union and its officers by my enemies, pro-Beds, and certain misinformed 
groups. This pressure so agitated the Union that at great expense, running 
into something like $2,000 or |S,000, they made a complete survey of my 
life and my activities, and if there are any American Federation of Labor 
leaders here tonight and you want to know the results of that survey, I give 
'&M you this name i Mr. Byron Dal ton, Business Agent, 530 8. Marshfield, Chioago, 

wi 

'jpJjj Illinois — in oare of the Labor Temple. Not only did the leaders of this 

Labor Union find that the treatment I had received at the hands of my 
enemies was unfair and libelous, but they confirmed the faet that this, the 
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the moat rapidly growing patriotic organization in America, was building 
for its leadership on nothing but the moat self-respecting elements in our 
national life. 

If Christ had been first in Germany there would have been no Hitleri if 
Christ had been first in Russia, there would have been no Communism j if 
Christ had been first in the world, there would have been no war. The 
time has oome for us to develop the art of Christian statesmanship. We 
have made of the practice of medio ine an honorable profession. We have 
ohallenged our sons to become dootors, lawyers, teohers, preachers , 
engineers, artists, but we have allowed politios to be classified as a 
mangy and disreputable occupation* Thus, too often im find that we hav» 
turned over the eonduot of our communities, our states, and our Nation to 
rascals, scalawags, derelicts, ignoramuses, and common crooks* 

I challenge the Christian people in this great audience tonight to adopt 
Christian statesmanship as a high and noble profession* to the end that we 
may rear sons and daughters dedioated to the task of manning the Ship of 
State* 

Nearly 200 years ago a small group of God-guided men dedicated themselves 
to the noble and holy task of preserving that which they and their com- 
patriots had found first on American soil* They dedioated themselves to 
the preservation of liberty and freedom* Freedom of apeeoh. freedom to 
worship. Freedom to assemble. Freedom to buy and sell and Improve their 
lot by the application of their Integrity and intelligence to thenatural 
resources of the land. This freedom was so precious to these early father* 
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that they determined that it should be preserved for their sons and 
daughters and for the generation* yet unborn. They and their loved ones 
had oame to this new land from the four oornera of the earth. They had 
■ailed the §even seaw. They had risked death, pestilenoe, and slaughter 
by the savages, in order to find this spot on the earth where they night 
kneel down and worship God 'in freedom. 



do c umen t they chose to define their plan for freedom's preservation 
was the Constitution of the United States* Gladstone, the great logician 
and student, said, referring to the Constitutions "It Is the greatest 
dooument ever to be struck off by the hand of man*" Certain men of great 
Christian character whom I know insist that the Constitution of the United 
Statea la the handiwork of God almighty. 

In this document these founding fathers provided for the preservation of 
the liberty of every oitiien, regardless of his station, his creed, or his 
oolor. They gave us a new oonoeption of government based on a system of 
oheoks and balanoes, with the legislative, the judicial, and the exeoutlve 
branches one ck -ma ting the authority of eaoh other, always in favor of the 
liberty of the individual. This Constitution provided and still provides 
that if a law be passed unanimously by both Houses of Congress and signed 
by the President, it shall not be permitted to operate if one oltiten can 
demonstrate to the Supreme Court that his freedom has been violated accord- 
ing to the Constitution. The first 10 ^Saendments to this Constitution 
constitute what we know as the Bill of Rights. Evidently there are some 
people in the City of Los Angeles and elsewhere who are unfamiliar with 
the Bill of Rights. In order that your memory may be refreshed, I oall 
the First Amendment to the Constitution to your attention. It reads as 
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§|f "Freedom of Beligiea, Speeoh, and the Press* Bight of Assembly 

«nd Petition — Congress shell make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof] 

fe _^ or abridging the Freedom of speech, or of the pre at j or the right 

of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Govern- 
ment for a redress of grievances.* 



Attracted by the atmosphere of liberty which this Conatitution breathed 
upon thia new land, men and women and their families flocked to America to 
escape the tyranny of the old world where they had been crushed in peonage, 
regimented by the militarists, exploited by the ueera, and orucified on the 
oroaa of religioua persecution. 



Strengthened by thia new found liberty, they proceeded to build a Garden 

of Sden. They cleared the forests, they drained the swamps, they invaded 

the prairies, they drove the ribboned steel of the great railays through 

~\ $he mountains and acroas the deserta and redeemed for their people, even 

^ j thia, the Golden Weat, the dynamic Pacific Coast. 

* ^ God waa good In reaponae to their prayer a axtf their Christian faith. He 

filled this land with lowing herds of cattle, eheep and awine, grazing in 

* * ten thousand valleya and ten thouaand emerald hills. He pointed out to 

f i these God-guided pioneers she mountains which bosomed gold, silver, lead, 

ooal and other precious metals. Be whitened the fields of the Sunny South 
with ootton and filled the prairies of the great Idddlevest with gold and 
grain. 



The men who built America Invaded every ©oranunity and founded every State 
under the shadow of not only the flag but the Cross — not only the Con- 
stitution but the Book of God, the Holy Bible. 

Regardless of the claims that may be made by the economists and the 
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.#££' philosphers, the theorists and the dreamers, no system has ever been 



invented by the mind of M*n that has produced one-tenth of the wealth per 
oapita whioh was produced by this, the American way, commonly known at 
Free Enterprise. Hot freedom to exploit) not freedom to enslave; not 
freedom to monopolise, but freedom to build, to pioneer, to produce, 
unhampered by the tyranny of a Kaiser, of a Csar, of e tyrant. 

Today America, is flooded with propagandists and agitators who would change 
our way of life. They would substitute the Bed flag for the Stars and 
Stripes. They would abolish the Churoh and they would determine our daily 
activities by bureaucratic rulings over our personal lives. It has been 
well spoken, "Bternal vigilenee is the prioe of liberty." 

The issues of the hour center in three great problemst 

1. The Threat of Bureaucratic Tyranny. 

2. The menace of Communism. 
8. The Super State* 

When war waa declared every patriotic American knew that it was necessary 
for us to grant to our Government extraordinary authorities in order that 
they might handle the supplies and the services necessary to win this war 
in the moat efficient manner. 

Certain bureauorats, however, lived in the hope that they might be able 
to use these wartime powers to lay the foundation for a program of peace- 
time regimentation. The bureaucrats with this ambition were the same ones 
who attempted to establish a bureaucratic dictatorship in Washington long 
before Amerioa went to war. They founded their conduct and they built their 
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program for regimentation on the philosophy of a Marxist olique, known to 
the »stion as the 'New Deal Braintrust,*' They destroyed one-third of our 
food; they shot down our cattle j they threw our pigs in the rivert they 
plowed our ootton under. 

When the great objective thinkers of another oentury dip their pens in the 
ink of historic and write the record of this lunatic decade, the 

one great question in their hearts will be, "Why didn't God laugh out 
loud at a nation so foolish as to destroy its resources in one period and 
ration them in another f" 

We ha to a new President. He comes fresh from the soil and humble 
surroundings of a farmers* town in Missouri. I like President Truman. He 
acts like an American. He is surrounding himself with men from all over 
the great Middleweet and Far West, as well as from the East. Apparently 
President Truman believes that there are people who understand the spirit 
and will of America who do not necessarily live in New York City and its 
environs* 



1 



It would be unbecoming a self-respecting citizen to reach into the grave 
for a political controversy, but just as I might prefer the philosophy of 
Abraham Lincoln to the philosophy of Stephen Douglas, I am bound to say 
that I believe the biggest step that has been taken in twelve years away 
from the threat of buresuoratio tyranny was taken when Harry Truman became 
President of the United States. 

This does not mean that the problem !■ solved. Harry Hopkins is still 
around. Harold Ickes, one of the super bureaucrats who loves to crack the 
whip, is still In Washington. Marxist-minded political jobholders still 
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hope that the wartime authorities given our Government shall be continued 
Into the peaoetime period. These internet ion b rain trusters, many of whom 
are more Interested in foreign countries than they are their own ©ountry, 
have visions of rationing moat, sugar, butter and the rest long after the 
war is over, while they play polities with the food and resouroes siphoned 
away from our people by suoh methods* 

That brings up the subject of America First. "What is wrong with the words 
"America First"? If you ask ne what the philosophy of American First is, 
I say It is the philosophy of George Washington. It embraces the foreign 
policy of George Washington, who saidt "Friendship with all nations} 
trade with all nations j entangling alliances with none." 

&#; Concerning this, the founder of our country, it was saidt "He was first 

~^i in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen." 

*?w The Lee Angeles pr*am reveals that we are sending 40 million pounds of 

butter to Bus si a. A report taken from the Congressional fie cord reveals 
that we are packing 10 million pigs for Hussia. Ho Christian with a 
Christian's impulse could deny the peoples of the world the necessities 
.* of life, but I am an old-fashioned imerican who believes that "He who 

_jj oareth not for his own is worse than an infidel." Furthermore, I assert 

without fear of onntradiotion from any fundamental Amerioan that we should 
not give, lend or lease one more penny or one more ounce to Bussia until 
and unless she wholeheartedly, completely and enthusiastically helps us 



■jsgl whip the Japs. 
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We must pray for Harry Truman. ?be rascals, conspirators and plotters of 
the world have moved in on Washington. They will do everything in this 
world to control him, and if they oan»t control him, they will try to kill 






mk 



■ 

f|£j The greatest compliment I can pay Harry Truman it — ha bat Inspired 

the animosity and tba opposition of Karl Browder and bit mangy Communist 
Party. His invitation to Herbert Hoover, Thomas Dewey, and other men of 
various political persuasions indicates that he recognizes the fact that 
there are some patriotio oitizens in the United State t who are not regit- 

£~fl tered Demo or at s. 

It 

j It does me good to see the new President thin out some of these Buropean- 

■y * J minded aorowbells who have been attempting to interfere with our way of 

•■-. i life and replaoe them with men from Texas, Arizona, Iowa, California, etc. 

The Communist Party was hatched in the same serpent's nest with Nazism and 
>>:'•"■ Fascism. In fact, these three forme of pagan tyranny represent the trinity 

of satanio politics. They were hatched from the snake nest of atheistic 
'fpjk Marxism. They are predicated on the abolition of the ohuroh, the philosophy 

of the anti-Christ, and the reduction of the individual to regimented 
'" slavery and bureaucratic tyranny. 

~~» Tes, oomplete regimentation brings full employment and social security, but 

.^ it must be remembered that prior to the Civil War ¥egro slavery in the South 

supplied social security and permanent employment. Everybody had a job. 
Everybody had a house. Everybody had plenty to eat. Slaves were fed rough, 
coarse food in abundance in order that they might be able to labor along 



<jj&m with the mules. 






After this war we want employment at the maximum. We want full employment, 
but I say to this Christian audience tonight bewarel bewarel — don't 
allow the politicians to seduce you into full employment by asking you to 
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trade off your pergonal liberty. The Hegro sIstc had full employment, but 

* ■ 
full employment !• not all* 

Of oourse, personally I have tha conviction that If we oould free our 
Satlon from the bondage of the money changers and the International Bankers 
and re-establish the money system employed by Abraham Lincoln, which is 
the Constitutional plan, we could solve our problems of distribution, we 
oould exploit our technical knowledge to the limit, and instead of beming 
Into a period of unemployment, hunger and chaos after this war, we oould 
come into an era of complete abundanoe. 

The patron saint of Communism is not only Karl Harx, { but the arch conspirator 
Hachiavelli. The Communist Party has no conscience as it relates to 
Americanism. When Stalin was pro-Hitler, they were pro-Hitler. When, by 
the consent of Stalin, Hitler invaded Prance and the Low Countries and 
menaced England, the American Communist Party was isolationist — not be- 
cause it was for America First, but because it wee for Stalin first. When 
Stalin was in the same political bed with Hitler, the war was an Imperial- 
istic war, according to the Reds, but when Hitler fell out with Stalin end 
invaded Russia, then the Communists eried out, "This is the people's wer," 
and they began to beat the drums for war. They left the America First 
Committee and joined the Fight for Freedom Committee, and for months embar- 
rassed the pro-war elements of Amerioa, Just as they had recently embarrassed 
the America Firstere. 

Stalin 1 s newspaper in California is the PEOPLE'S DAILY WORLD. In the Bast 
it is the DAILY WORKESL All over Aaierioa, it is the NEW MASSES. These 
journals, these editors, these Beds determine their policy, not according 
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Tells 8. P, Secret 

•Rath McKinney, Minton's wife and a writer for SEW MASSES, told the 
audience how closely Holotov and the entire Soviet delegation to the 
Conference had worked with American Communists in San Francisco. 

••Why, the entire Amerioan press was told that Molotov was living in a 
suite at the St. Franois Hotel,* she added, f but all the while he had 
taken over a house on Mob Bill owned by my husband 1 s oousin, so he 
(Holotov) oould oonduct his affairs without press interference* 

••Molotov appeared in the luxurious red and gold appointed suite at the 
St. Francis when it was necessary to be seen there.* 

"Kiss MoKlnney then explained that the Communist Party arrived at its 
plan for indoctrinating Amerioan service men when hundreds of crippled 
veterans— guest a of the San Franoisoo Conference at Opera House seat ions— - 
f plainly demonstrated they were opposed to Buaaia and were blinded by the 
propaganda of anti-Soviet groups in this oountry, 1 

■■ Those boys must be won over. If it is too late to win the veterans in 
our hospitals, then we must enliat those who have not yet gone overseas 
and those who ere yet to return here, 1 she concluded. 

•'And while we are on the subject of our future program, it might just as 
well be stated now that Communism has outgrown Hew YorVc as its headquarters. 
Henoeforth, our activities will evolve in Hollywood, where the prestige, 
influence and support of our comrades in the film industry will strengthen 
our ranks and oarry our fight to people from every walk of life. 1 

"Oropper revealed to the audienoe how he, Miss MoKlnney, and her husband, 
Bruce Minton, had attended all important press conferences and two weeks 
of San Frencieco Conference sessions at the Opera House as aooredited 
members of the working press through •credentials secured by some of our 
influential friends •• 

"Before the meeting closed the audience contributed |657 to the MEW MASSES* 
program, in addition to paying a dollar per person admission." 

I ask this audience of Christian Americans, what are you going to do about 
this? Will we stand idly by? Will we permit these whose loyalty to the 
Red flag exoeeds their loyalty to the Stars and Stripes to conspire against 
WfM our way of life and subjeot us to a foreign power without reel stance? 

.'-.-/_. ,; .--■ 
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'?®l *° ***e ^^ °* * n * Command in Chief of our Army and mivy or our State 

Department! they adopt, proclaim and fulfill policies according to Stalin** 
will. Ify slogan its AMERICA FIRST. Their ilogan. in STALIN FIRST* 

For many years the center of intrigue for the Communist Party has been 
Hew York City, but during the later years, even with their headquarters in 
%.\ Hew York City, the Reds have turned to your fair city, and espeoially to 

a subdivision of your fair city for their largest contributions. This 
helps us to understand a story which appeared in one of your local papers, 
the LOS AMJEL^S EXAMINER on Sunday, June 10. It reads as follows i 
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"Communist infiltration in the United States end Red revolutionary 
militancy throughout the Western Hemisphere will establish its 
\ citadel of propaganda and action in Hollywood. 



"The campaign already is under way with an immediate program 
supporting oontinued Lend Lease to Russia, now that her war in 
Europe is over, strengthening ties with the White House and in- 
doctrinating service men and returning veterans and the Marxist 
viewpoint. 

"Carefully blueprinted in Hew York City by Earl Browder and other 
Amerioen-Soviets, the program was revealed recently before 200 
Hollywood and Los Angeles Communist sympathisers, many of whom 
occupy high places in the motion picture industry here. 



£- 



■:. i 
? Stake in China 

"Those who attended were told by Joseph Footer, Hollywood film 
oritic for a Red weekly, that 'at the right time 1 Russia would 
enter the war against Japan, 'but not out of altruism. * 

"• The Soviet Union has a big stake in the Paoif io— more so in 
China, 1 he explsined, • and the Soviet Union will be in there to 
dictate the peace. 1 

"It had earlier been explained to the audience that part of this 
^kJ plan was to induce President Truman to aid in the rupture of 

United States relations with 'the, China of Chiang Kai-shek. 1 

4f?^ -A oontinued strong, reactionary government under the leadership 

■ff\ of Chiang Kai-shek is opposed to our policy of ultimately Sovietis- 

ing all of Asia," the speaker added. 

"•We are strong in North China now. We must exert our power through- 
out that nation,' Foster declared. 
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@p Other Speaker ■ 



p|? "Spoke sman for the party leaden in the East was Bruoe Minton, associate 

0g editor of HEW MASSES, a Communist weekly that is nationally distributed 

g^f and who, with his wife, Buth McKinney, a writer for the same magazine, is 

one of the Marxist doctrine's most fiery advooatea, 

%£. " 

"Berating Secretary of State Stettinius, United States Senator Vandenberg 

and other members of the American delegation to the San Franoisoo Seourity 

Conference as 'betrayers of Franklin Delano Boosevelt's great dream of a 

£ permanent alliance with Soviet Bussia,' Minton told his audienoei 

■•Our salvation rests upon a close tie with Truman and the support of all 
^ J members of our armed forces* We must infiltrate the ranks of these service 

men—the veterans returning from the wars and the GIs yet to be ©ailed into 
action,' Minton told his listeners. 'Die thousands of pretty young girls 
in our Communist Youth Movement must volunteer as hostesses in U, S. 0. 
oanteen, ohurches, social groups— wherever these soldiers, sailors and 
marines seek recreation and are prone to a persuasive voice, 1 

vtvruM 15--.-4 ^*«* iwggfra a ..>.m4 »k^. 1,4 .k -ffio- vacated b" ? t> *> «i« c «» 

] two months ago, members of our group all over the world looked upon this 

* act of Fate with grim foreboding, for we saw the Yalta Conference and all 

~f it promised for Bussia totally crumble,' he added. 



"'But events in the past few weeks have taken a turn for the better. The 
way looks promising and our outlook again is hopeful, Truman's actions in 

T delegating former Ambassador to Russia, Joseph B, Davies, to represent us 

at the Court of St, James, and his selection of Harry Hopkins as a special 
emissary to the Soviet Union, promise great things. These men. throughout 

^^ F„DJL.*a 12 years in the "White House, unquestioningly supported the New 

Deal in »pite of everything and everyone. 

■*-r ■'Iftrough our actions, Truman can be won over. We can once again hope for 

V1V«01 OUU lliiUDi <«ACO nivu HUB TIU-L^W uvubv* 

', t "William Gropper, NEW MASSES cartoonist, in whose honor the meeting in the 

"v Serene Cartoonists' Auditorium in Hollywood was held, later told the 200 

* weTT-groomed members of the audience— known to party members as 'parlor 

pinks, 1 — that his magasine had sponsored a 'round robin letter, 1 signed 
■**' P by thousands of Communist sympathisers and members all over the Nation, 

-ghf petitioning Truman to continue Lend Lease to Bussia indefinitely, despite 

the fact that the Soviets have 'temporarily put down their arms,' 



*» Nothing must be done by any of us to arouse the people of this country 
to protest against a continuance of Lend Lease to the Soviet Union,' he 



>$B& oontinued. 
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ft£:\J2 I gum to Los Angeles from San Francisco where for three weeks I personally 

observed the United Hat ions Conference. Members of my staff were there 
before I arrived and are still there observing the activities of the offi- 
cial representatives of 46 nations, perhaps it is now 48. I observed that 
Conferenoe as the spokesman for 21 Nationalist organisations and in behalf 
of six members of the United States Senate and seventeen members of the 
Lower House of Congress. I am making reports on my findings to between . 
80 and 100 periodicals. 

Any good oitizen favors meeting his neighbors around the Conference table 
to find ways and means for amicable solutions for national and international 
J/.T problems. 

f 1 '- -':'..'■'■ * 

['*«■'£ Those of us who believe in a Christian nation and are known as Christian 

nationalists are alert to the San Francis©© Conference because we oppose 
' .■.*■'* a Super Statei we oppose ■haring our sovereignty with any other nation on 
s^^ earth. We must under no oiroumstanoes delegate any of our governmental 

authority to anybody outside of the United States. The trick of the 

& 
-—"- international politician in designing the Dumbarton Oaks Plan was to create 

a situation where a super governmental body oould draw on our blood and our 
money without the direot oonsent of our Congress. This must never be. 
As long as there is blood in my veins and pulse in my wrist, I shall fight 
any attempt made by any politicians, anywhere, to share our sovereignty 



»j 



f&g with savage Bussia or the empires of the Best and West. The destiny of 

*£#$ our nation muat move baok into the hands of our people, rather than into 



i/ '.',-'.' 



the hands of the international financiers, who would exploit our blood and 
money at will for their own interests. 

A Super State with a flag above our Flag, a constitution above our Constitution 
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and a congress above our Congress would main us a subject part of * World 
Organiiatlon, a majority of whose citizens are tin-Christian, non-Christian 
and anti-Christian. 



-■i 
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America is at the crossroads ihere she must decide between a das tiny deter- 
minad by har own paopla ifc© lore tha word of God and a das tiny determined 
by alian paopla s who ara un-Christian and anti-Christian. Wa must deoida 
between athaistio Communism and Christian Americanism. Tha daoision will 
be made by you and millions like you* I have tha deep oonriotion, and to 
this Cause have I dedicated my life, that we will follow the Cross and the 
Flag, and in doing so, we shall preserve and safeguard America, 

GEEA1J) L. K. SMIIH /a/ 
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to : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation- ' ~ , DATB: Septenberj 30^ ,1S45 
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Mr- lspk 
Kr. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G &*** 

SECURITY. YATTBR} SEDITIOK 



kom : Theron "C. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General, /y 

A Criminal Division \ 



subject: GEKAID X. K. SICETH, was 
^ALSUCA FKST PARTY 
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Reference is made to your memorandum dated * < 
September 12, 1945, in the above case. 

The Criminal Division does not request any 
further investigation for the purpose of developing a sedition 
violation on the part of this subject. However, it is requested 
that you continue to furnish the Criminal Division with any 
information which comes to your attention concerning Smith's 
activities. 
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Itebtral Hureau of Jnueattgatum 
Mntteb $tatea department of Juattr* 

Detroit, Michigan 
September 5, 1945 
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Dear Sir 




ft. 



^> Re: GERAID L. K. SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



Ther e is set forth be low 

f and 
rrom the ^period" August 




ow |inf on 



SMITH was not going to move to ' California 
a "Regional Office" in Los Angeles. 



[formation obtained froj^ —^ 

whose identities are Known J? 7v 
to August 31, 1945. 

■h£)t -^7^ 1^4> 
was merely setting up 




JilTK'S return to Detroit from the west coast, he 

at Martha *s Vineyard, Kassachusetts, and reiterated 
T the coast. He also asked | I advice as to 

^5?e^^o allow him to 



After 

contacted 

his experience 

the refusal of the management of the Detroit-Lelan 



h7* 



speak, SLOTH stated that he had a reservation , but it had been cancelled 
prior to the time the meeting was to be held, flj | told him that he could 

get an injunction against the hotel and compel the^to use the room he had 
rented. It was subsequently ascertained that- the management of the hotel 
contacted SMITH and permitted him to use the hall that he had rented.^ m/C 

SMITH received a letter from Senator BILBO enclosing a lettej-x^. 
which BILBO had written to VJALTEg^INCHELL, which letter criticized flINCHEJ 
for his broadcast and described him as a "notorious, scandalizing kike." 



Officials of the Internal Revenue Department are presently. 
auditing SMITH *S books for the purpose of 8etti£g c up Social Security recordf. 
Prior to this time SICLTH had made no arrangements for deduction of ^social 
security from his employees pay. <q Irtish" , Jt — ' ■■" ■ 

SMITH has been in contact with RAIPIT-BAERIIAN of Washington, 
and FREol*fRIN(SR of Cleveland, Ohio, both of whom came to Detroit for 
the puri>ose of attending SMITE'S meeting held in the Jade Room of the 
Detroit-Leland Hotel, at which a reported five hundred people attended. 
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Letter to the Director 
September 5, 1945 



Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECUKLTY - SEDITION 



SMITH was the only speaker at this meeting and gave a review of his 
activities while in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

At the present time SMITH is planning to hold a meeting 
in Celina, Ohio, and is endeavoring to obtain the fair grounds for his 
meeting. Temporary arrangements have been made to have the meeting on 
September 23, 1945. 

The above information is all that was received from the 
above named informants for the above specified period. 

For the purpose of evaluating the information that has been 
obtained from these informants, a review has been made of information 
received since January 1, 1945. 

Reference is particularly, made to letters from the Detroit 
Field Division to the Bureau dated January 9 and 26, 1945, February 10, 1945, 
March 2 and 17, 1945, April 7 and 23, 1945, May 8, 1945, June 4 and 30, 1945, 
and July 31, 1945, "which letters comprise the justification of ,the services 
of these informants for the period from January 1, 1945, through July 31, 
1945. 

A review of these letters reflects that most of the infor- 
mation received from these informants is composed of contacts made by 
Subject SMITH with other known nationalist leaders in the United States. 
The information also concerns the future plans of SMITH which would include 
the time and place of his public meetings as well as his private meetings 
with inoividuals. The information so received forms rather a complete 
generalized picture of what is going on in SMITH'S office and of his local 
and out-state activities. However, it is noted that SMITH is reluctant 
to talk too freely and often fails to disclose the names of individuals and 
the time and place of his various meetings. 

On April 21, 1945, SMITH left the Detroit Field Division 
for an extended trip on the west coast and did not return until August 1, 
1945. During SMITH'S absence, very little information was received from 
these informants. It is evident that any information of value received 
from these informants is through Subject SMITH himself who makes all his own 
plans and important contacts. 
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Letter to the Director 
September 5, 1945 • 



Re: GSRAID L. K. SL1ITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



^ 




In view of the information s et forth abov e, t he Burea u is 
requested to advise whether the services of M BL andfl ^should 

be continued. 



h^O 






Very truly yours, 




R. A. Guerin 

Special Agent in Charge 



ODS:CIH 
62-1126 
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nut no. XOO-79^5 



A 



tt fo 16,16,19,20,* ^ 

^\/ 26,27,28; 8 




-*^ 



GERALD L. K. • SMITH, with aliases 18A5 
*f A1ERICA FIRST PARTY 



CHARACTER CT CASC 

INTERNAL 8ECTJRITY - G; 
SECURITY MATTER? SEDITION 




on 
SMITH 1 s meetings in Los Angeles at Ham and Eggs Hall", 120U 
South Hill Street, 7/6 and j/\6/U5, Embassy Auditorium on 
7/17 A5, »od Shrine Auditorium 7/20^5. SMITH'S activities 
oaused violent reaotion among numerous groups, many of which 
are identified as Cosanunist front or sanitations. SMITH 
departed from Los Angeles %/ZlA& onroute to Detroit, 
Michigan, and all meetings in Western cities were canceled. 



REFERENCE; 



DETAILS: 




• 'P - 



Report of Special Agent 
Los Angeles, California, 

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFCfoKIA 




%AKE 



is issussrar 



A letter from the Detroit Field 
June 26, 19U5, * coj >y of whieh_was r_eceiv< 
June 27, 19U5* 




vision to 



J&W 





Bureau dated 



^ ^_ She Los Angeles Field Division/'/' 
wfsrequlsted to endeavor to verify the above information and advise the Bufcejm 
and the Detroit Fi«ld Division. &1&. 




1 - San Franciseo (Information)^/^ '" 

1 - San Diego (Information) ^' ^itmsMii.l T . 7^53 
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in'',' -J-Qi 




information 



«7^"t 



A meeting was held at the "Ham and Eggs Hall 11 , 12QU South Hill 
Street, Los Angeles, on Friday evening, July 6, 19b£»' & t which Mr. GERALD L. X. 
SMITH was the speaker. 

The meeting was opened by the singing of two verses of "America", the 
pledge of allegianoe to the American flag, and a prayer by a Reverend Mr. 
-X-siixESPIE, SMITH talked in his usual rambling fashion, jumping from one subject 
to another and tying them together only by referring to the various things as 
being machinations of the "enemy". He started off by saving that there is to 
be a meeting held next week, for which cards will be sent to those who have 
previously left their names with the organisation. There was the usual air of 
secrecy about the location of this meeting, but he indicated that it is to be 
held in the open air, and hinted that it might be the Hollywood Bowl. 

SMITH predicted that there will be one million unemployed on the 
Pacific Coast after the war, and stated that this would be due to the desire 
of the international bankers, who are anxious to have California, particularly, 
become a center of unemployment, so that the Communists can have a fertile 
field in which to work. He stated that eight million workers fully employed 
oould supply all the needs of the United States at peace. He based this on the 
fact that at the time of the capitulation of Germany four million people in 
the German factories were taking care of all civilian needs. 

SMITH referred to the newspaper reports of the expected investigation 
by the Rankin Committee of a Communist plot oentering in Hollywood. He 
approved very highly of the investigation, and had had prepared petitions 
which he had passed around through the audience for the purpose of obtaining 
names, to send in to Congressman RANKIN through the Amerioa First Committee. 

SMITH told of an inoident, which he olaimed to have been verified, 
occurring in France since the defeat of Germany, wherein French Communist 
officers had clothed 15,000 Sengalese soldiers in American uniforms and then 
taken captive 5 #000 German girls and had permitted the colored soldiers to 
have their will with these girls for several days in the subways of Paris. 

'_ 7 13 
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He also mentioned a MTTllcGINLEY, who he olaims is not an American 
citizen and who had "been invited to speak at the Church of the Open Door. 
Me GIMLET 
STALIN than he would under Gi 



is supposed to have saicLthat he would rather see America under JOE 

ISRALIT SMITH. 



McGINLEY had left town prior to the 

date of this meeting, but SMITH claimed that Reverend LOUT^-fALBOT, of the Church 
of the Open Door, had apologized for McGIHLEY*« words, /* 

SMITH referred to the oeremonies at Hollywood Bowl on July U» which 
were referred to as the "Interdependence Day Program". He stated that he had 
attended this meeting, and that fully ninety-eight per cent of those in 
attendance were Jews, In passing, SMITH said that he is one of those who 
believe that an American child should be allowed to shoot off firecrackers on 
the Fourth of July and that he did not approve of this thing of having fireworks 
only for public display. This remark did not receive muoh response from the 
audience, and SMITH therefore hastily went on to something else. 

He stated that in the matter of organization there are some twelve 
to fifteen groups already organized in furtherance of the Amerioa First program, 
although tho name America First or the name GERLAD L. K. SMITH has not appeared 
in the organization plan. He stated that any group that would care to organize 
in furtherance of the program of America First would receive their support 
although the America First name would not need to appear in it. 

SMITH stated that among other items, there have been sent to Russia 
some ten thousand bombers whioh have never been used against any of our enemies, 
and the inference was that Russia is holding them in reserve to use against us. 
He also stated that the products which we had sent to Russia under lend-lease 
should be now returned as Russia is not in any way assisting us in our present 
war effort. 

Reference was also made to a printed letter from G, ALLISON PHELPS, 
and copios of this letter were handed out to members of the audienoe as they 

left the auditorium. 






After taking of the collection, and the rooitation of the Lord 1 a 
Prayer by the audienoe, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 P.M. 

There were approximately five hundred persons prosent, only one of 
whom was noted to be a Negro, and none were seen in military or naval uniforms. 



which was 
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"The pot is really boiling. The enemies of Christian Americanism 
are becoming desperate. They are resorting to character assassination, 
underground methods, and cold-blooded threats, 

"The enemy knows that if we hold this big dynamic sensational 
Shrine Auditorium Rally that it will be too late to oheckmate this 
crusade , 

"The word is spreading like a prairie fire. Thousands of people 
want to attend this rally, but do not know where to get the cards. I 
am sending you an extra quantity, which can be distributed as follows: 
(1) Church; (2) Tlbrk; (3) Labor meetings; (U) Clubs, 

E arning I Do not give these bards out on the street. Do not 
distribute them loosely among strangers. Make sure they are handed 
out to self-respecting Christian Americans who believe in decent things. 

"The enclosed cards will have no value in your home or in your 
pocket. Make sure they are wisely distributed . 

"Sensational developments are taking place. Some announcements 
will be made at the great Shrine Rally which will create news for every 
newspaper in America. 

" Use your telephone . Talk the meeting. Spread the word. The 
newspapers have conspired to be silent because many of their, masters 
are opposed to this crusade. Because of this, it is important that 
we exercise without restraint the grapevine method of broadcasting 
the truth by word of mouth, 

G. L« K. S, 

"Reminder: Don't forget the special Closed Meeting for those who 
are anxious to help extend this orusade, which- is being held Monday 
night, July 16 at 1201+ S. Hill St., Loa Angeles - 8 p.m.' 1 \nts\ 

M W rji " tile Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office * '* 

telephonioally advised this office on July 16, 19^5 that he had received a letter 
addressed to the Sheriff's Office, Polioe Department, and District Attorney's 
Office by LAWRENCE ft. ALLEN, attorney for SMITH. This letter pointed out that 
SMITH is to conduct three meetings in Los Angeles as follows: 
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120U South Hill Street, July 16, 19U5 

Embassy Auditorium, 803 South Grand Avenue, July 17> 19U5 

Shrine Auditorium, July 20, 19^5 

He stated the letter pointed out that for the past several meetings 
there has been considerable trouble with various groups trying to interrupt 
the meetings and that it was anticipated that there will be trouble at these 
three meetings. He advised the letter quotes a write-up from a local Jewish 
paper which calls on Hollywood and all sympathizers with minority groups to 
send t welve th ousand pickets to the Shrine Auditorium July 20, 19U5» *o stop Jy*) 
SMITH. M (stated that at 2:00 P.M. on July 16, 19U5 a group of colored 
prople representing the NAACP called on District Attorney FRED HOTCSER and 
objected to SMITH 1 s appearances. 



^^ furnished this office with the following 

information 



bw 



One investigator from this office attended a special meeting at the 
"Ham and Eggs" Headquarters, 120i+ South Hill Street, Los Angeles, July 16, 19U5* 
This meeting was called by GERALD SMITH, and was opened by him at 8:00 P.M. 

As in all of SMITH'S preceding meetings, he went over the Jewish 
and Communist hate propaganda brought against him and his followers since his 
last meeting. SMITH took up most of the meeting time reading a photostatic copy 
of an article from the "Jewish Voice" newspaper, the office of which is located 
at i+06 South Main Street, Los Angeles. The article was written by one SAMUEL B. 
GACH and is entitled "City Councilman Lifts Hind Leg for »Poleoat,' SMITH". 
The brief of this article was the calling of GERALD SMITH and Councilman MEADE 
McCLANAHAN Fascists and spiritual polecats and Attempting to gather a large 
number of people to picket the Shrine Auditorium on Friday night, July 20, 19^5# 
in an attempt to keep SMITH from holding his meeting, claiming a number of 
HOLLYWOOD personalities would be present for the picket line to demonstrate on 
the outside while the No. 1 Nazi -American GERALD L. K. SMITH was holding his 
seditionist discourse on the inside--action on the outside of the Shrine Auditorium 
to smother what goes on inside on Friday night, July 20, 19^5 • 

SMITH made several comments on these remarks, principally that it was 
getting to be a fine Christian America when we stand for a bunch of money 
V. changing Communist rats 1 using such tactics to suppress Christian people from 
keeping America a Christian nation. 

>^:,;r/^ The speaker brought forth the fact that the Jewish people donate huge 

0s$? sums of money to sustain a Gestapo office, known as the Anti-Defamation League 
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of B ! nai B'rith, its purpose being that if any person is heard to say anything 
against a Jew it is reported to their office and his name indexed in a file, and 
if this same person is reported again action is then taken to report him to 
the Police Department or Sheriff's Office for one reason or another. If this 
does not keep this person still, the organization then works through this 
person's employer to secure termination of his services in whatever job he it 
holding. This information created quite a demonstration among the audience. 

SMITH then went into detail explaining his offer by letter to Kr. 
EARL C. CRAIG, Chairman of the Public Affairs Forum, to meet any comers for a 
debate to determine his Americanism, which debate is to be held at the Embassy 
Auditorium, Ninth and Grand, on Tuesday night, July 17, 1<&5» This meeting 
will be covered by our office. 

The speaker then talked about the big rally he was holding on Friday 
night, July 20, 19U5, at the Shrine Auditorium, stating that as before every 
effort wag being made to stop this meeting, the Communist "rats" even going so 
far as to make plans to hold a Communist meeting at the Olympic Auditorium on 
the same night and bring down from the North the Communist- lover Attorney General 
RQBEKT^fffiNNY to act as the principal speaker, also getting YvINCHELL to broadcast 
an announcement of the meeting on his program on Sunday, July 15, 19^+5 • SMITH 
said that as one can see, every door is open to these Communist "rats" but 
most every door for the Christians is forced shut due to pressure. However, 
SMITH said not to get the idea that everyone agrees with these rats, as he 
(SMITH) has ears in homes, factories, offices, and police departments all over 
the country and knows what these rats are planning even before the plans are 
completed. He said we should fill the Shrine on Friday night— walk right 
through these rats and their lines and show them there are still Christian 
people in this country who dare them to try and change the right way of life« f*y 
He stated there will be a great number of polioe on duty, so no one will attempt 
to use any foroe on anyone. 

SMITH in closing his meeting brought out the expense incurred in 
holding tho Shrine meeting would be $1300 ,00. for rent, help, etc, and also 
that it had cost him about il, 000.00 for his personal expenses during his 
month's stay in Los Angeles, consisting of hotel bill and meals, typists, etc, 
and he requested every person present to give as freely as possible to help 
defray the above expenses. 

As a last minute note, SMITH praised Senator TENNEY for his fine 
work in flushing out the Communists and stated that some additional information 
uncovered by Senator TENNEY and in the records at Sacramento is the faot that 
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our own Attorney Gener a 1^ ROBERT KENNY did make the statement that he would see 
thatall anti-Communiat groups in California were made to hunt their holes, which 
shows which side of the fence he is on. 

The speaker also requested every person to carry two chairs downstairs 
with him to the ground floor, so trucks could pick them up next day. The 
meeting closed at 9:55 P«M, with approximately 500 persons present. The usual 
types of people were in attendance as had been observed in previous meetings. 
No Service personnel were observed. The meeting was very orderly, with no 
disturbances. There were four Los Angeles policemen on duty at the entrance to 
the hall. Apparently SMITH is not planning on using this hall any further for 
the present. His future plans will be discussed at his meeting on Friday night 
at the Shrine Auditorium. 

The following article appeared in the "Daily World" on July 16, 19U5* 

"Sharp opposition to GERaLD L. K. SMITH'S Fascist activities is 
developing among Los Angeles citizens. 

"When SMITH holds his next meeting, scheduled for the Shrine 
Auditorium, Friday July 20, anti-Smith forces will be having a 
counter-rally at the next larger Olympic Auditorium. 

"The commercial press of Los Angeles has blocked off the silver 
shirt fuehrer with an almost complete wall of silence. Small radical 
groups which picketed his meetings have merely elicited cries of 
•kike* and *Christ killer 1 from SMITH, who like a typical Nazi, dotes 
on any kind of publicity, good or bad, 

"Serious elements in the community, however, believe that 
rising American fascism must be combated by ether means than a wall of 
silence and a protest picket line. They believe that if SMITH is 
allowed to speak as a 'Christian nationalist,* they have the obligation 
to be heard as democratic Americans, 

"Groups drawn from labor, religious and liberal organizations 
are backing the Friday anti-Smith rally which will be presided over 
by Assemblyman AL DEKKER. The meeting at the Olympic Auditorium has 
already been indorsed by the Hollywood Independent Citizen's 
Committee, the CIO Council Executive Board, the Beverly-Westwood 
Democratic Committee, the National Citizens Political Action 
Committee, the American Youth Congress, the Southland Jewish 
organization and the committees of correspondents. 
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( j July 19, 1&5* 



n Other groups are expected to come in at a special meeting of 
the Committee against Fascist Organization in Los Angeles, and which 
will be held Tuesday night at the Royal Palms Hotel, 

"Many genuinely anti-Fascist groups have been debating the 
free speech issue as applied to the American Fascists* All are 
agreed, however, on a hard-hitting mass answer to the man whose 
Jew-baiting and Democracy-baiting stems from undefeated Hitlerism, 

"urgent: 

"Tuesday, 8 p.m., July 17, Royal Palms Hotel, J60 South West- 
lake Avenue . 

"It is urgent that all organizations send at least three 
representatives and all interested individuals to attend this 
meeting in order to coordinate Los Angeles' fight against 
GERALD L. K. SMITH. Plans will be completed for an Olympic 
Auditorium mass rally against Fascist organisation in Los 
Angeles to be held Friday night, July 20. 

"Emergency ooiranittee headquarters, room 1021, 1+56 South 
Spring street. Telephone; MI 9521. n 

The following article appeared in the Los Angeles "Daily News" on 






"Democratic responsibility of wartime' Los Angeles was under- 
scored yesterday in a call by California Atty. Gen. ROBERT W. 
KENNY for a huge community mobilization in the Olympic Auditorium 
tomorrow night. 

"KENNY said he would chair the meeting on behalf of several 
hundred civic, religious, labor and other groups which are cooperating 
in the rally with the Council for Civio Unity. 

"Said the attorney general: *You can almost see the pattern of 
community strife developing. California, with its enormous wartime 
industrial growth, has become one of the great danger spots in the 
country •* 

"Citing that industrial dislocation caused by the war inevitably 
attracts to the community f the political patent medicine men', KENNY 
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said the Olympic meeting will be an initial step in developing a 
broad, positive program for continuing democracy • 

"He announced that support of the program has been voiced by both 
democratic and republican leaders, by united organised labor, by 
Hollywood and i business leaders, religious and patriotic organisations. 

"As a symbol of the * dangerous doctrines' which create racial and 
class disunity and weaken the c oramuni ty Jt KENNY cited the local campaign 
of GERALD L. K. SMITH, ex-associate of HUbSEoNG a j*dj( fr i lver Shirt 
leader WILLI Ap DUDLgJ^ELLEY, now in federal prison. 



"SMITH 

— T-McCLANAHAN, 

the de^mocr 



is 
in 



atic 



"Mayor 
opens at 8 p. 

supervisors, 



"KENNY's 
echoed 
of directors 



yesterday 



holding forth, with the support of Councilman ..MEADE 
a meeting at the Shrine auditorium on the night of 
rally in the Olympic. 



FLETCHER BOWRON has endorsed the democratic meeting, which 
nw, and will send a speaker! a number of councilmen, 
assemblymen and judges will attend also. 



point that Los Angeles is a postwar danger spot was 

by publisher MARSHAlArpIELD III, member of the board 
of the American Counoil on Race Relations. 



"FIELD liold a conference of 50 religious and minorities leaders 
that the Southland, like Chicago, must organite a * coordinating group 
for effective action' of the entire community on behalf of demooracy and 



unity and against racial and religious incitements." 



On July 



19, 19U5. 




i 



telephonioally oontaeted the Los Angeles 
Field Office and ddvlsed v th*€~ne and a group of veterans from World War I were 
determined to stop GERALD L4 K. SMITH from lecturing at the Shrine Auditorium. 
He stated they had talked to some "big shot", name unknown, at the Shrine pl^ 
Auditorium, who o'.aimed to have ohecked GERALD L. K, SMITH'sjam^j^i the F.B.I, 
and had been assured that he "had a olean bill of health". I P declined 
to furnish any information about himself but said he had a largegroup of ve^rans 
dm and that he wondered why the F.B.I, had given an O.K. on SMITH. | 

[was advised that no information was furnished from the files of the F.B.I. 

serning SMITH and no approval or disapproval has been given. 



concern: 



y&nx 



'us. f-J 
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This meeting waa held in the auditorium of the Royal Palms Hotel and 
opened about 8:30 p.m. with about 200 people present (it seats around 300). 
Mr. ALBERt^EKKER, well-known actor and new California State Assemblyman, was 
on the platform as Chairman with Mr. GE0RG©WtiLLER in charge of publicity. 

Mr. DEKKER said this meeting tonight was to organize a Committee to 
fill the Olympic Auditorium to overflowing in protest against GERALD L. K» 
SMITH and he would like at least 12,000 people to be there. He then introduced 
Mr. G. RAYMONJ^OOTH '^f the Council for Civic Unity. 

Mr, G. RAYMOND BOOTH of tne^^ungU for_Civic_ Unity of Los Angeles, 
who is described as white, American, about_ 55» 5' l° n » 1^0 lbs, wears glasses, 
slightly bald headed, talked briefly. He asked the audience to help thorn in 
securing people to attend the Olympic mass meeting in their fight on Fascism. 

* 

The Chairman then read from a little paper /^TN FACT", (small four 
page national weekly which has followed the Communist Party propaganda line); 
this was supposed to be a reprint of a War Department instruction sheet on 
combating discrimination. 

At 9:U5 p.m. Mr, GEORGE STILLER of George Stiller & Associates, Room 
1021, I4.58 South Spring Street, which raises funds for various Jewish groups in 
Los Angeles, made his talk. He resides at 167 North Mansfield Avenue and is 
described as typically Jewish, about 1+0, 5 r 3'*# stocky, build, around 160 pounds, 
smooth shaven, rather dark complexion. He explained what they have been doing 
and plan to do to combat SMITH and Fascism. He said that for weeks we have been 
worrying about what SMITH was going to do next and what we will do. He said 
he had decided to rent the Olympic Auditorium and he had paid the rent out of 
his own pocket and also paid the rent for this- hall tonight. He said he is the 
head of the group in oharge of filling the Olympic. He pointed out he is not a 
speaker but a publioity man. He said they had contacted the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee, the CIO Executive Board, and that last Sunday he had held 
a meeting in his home with CARB*MoWILLIAHS as chairman. Ho said that tomorrow 
morning (Wednesday, July 18) there will be a newspaper press conference at the 
Ambassador Hotel with Attorney General BQB^IffiNNY as Chairman; that they had 
sent out 100 telegrams to different newspapers, etc., asking them to have 
representatives present and that they would discuss plans to fill the Olympic 
Friday night. He said at the^Olympio they would have on the platform seven 
city councilmen, also MICHABBtPaNNING, the new Los Angeles Postmaster, and a 
Dr. (sounded like CARSON); maj be Dr. CAMIL» fcsRVINE of the Uexioan Affairs 
Committee. / 

Mr, STILLER outlined among the things they needed was first 
communication and organization; he said they were organizing telephone 
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committees to call different people in the areas with the aim. of distributing 
30,000 copies of a circular they are getting out against GERALD L. K. SMITH 
and Fascism, He also said the A,Y.D?"*American Youth for Democracy, successor 
organization to th#4pLoung Communist League ) Xs~tU" tlifftribute" at Hollywood 
Bowl, Thursday nighf7 July 19, 10,000 of these circulars. 

Then Mr, DEKXER asked for suggestions from the audienoe as to the best 
way of filling the Olympic and as to how best to eliminate GERALD SMITH and 
all the Fascists of SMITH'S type there are or will be after him. He said he 
would recognize speakers from tho audienoe for this purpose. Among those who 
responded were: 

~ A MrtuELHOUSING (?) who said he was with tho Beverly-Westwood 

{.''.'■ Democratic Committee. He said they had covered their area by telephone with 

V^ * good results and had collected considerable money to help defray expenses. He 

* ' is a man about 55, tall, and wears glasses. 

Then EMIfr?REED (well-known Los Angeles Communist) who said he was 
from Local 311 of th eAfo ter national Machinists Union, A.F.L., deacribod as 
Jewish, stocky build, about 37 years old, made a suggestion which the observer 
did not clearly under stand. 

Then LWrtKB&ITT who said he was of the American Veterans Committee, 
(a new organization which receives favorable publicity in the Communist press 
S from time to time), said his Committee is in the fight against Fascism and they 

L' would do whatever they could to help oat. 

A Gentile woman who said she is a minority leader of the League of 

Women Voters, said her group met reoently and voted to support this Committee 

in their plan to fill the Olympic. She said she had contacted the YWCA group 

but they have not yet deoided whether to support this movement or not,, but were 

to give her an answer on Wednesday. She expressed the beliefc the YWCA would 

support this Committee. Before she talked she Sf.id the head of tlw^lea^ue of 

Women_Vjitars, a Mrs-^*lcMANNIS, was supposed to be here and talk. She called out 

— her name but got no response, and then went ahead and made her short talk. This 

woman is white, American, about 50, 5' h n » 130 lbs, wears glasses, neat appearance, 

a good talker. 

^ ■ 

Then a man, name unknown, who said he was from thoFree Italy Society 
(small local group of Italians or Italian- Americans whioh receives much 
5P?2$? favorable publicity in the Communist press), made his talk. He is described as 
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around 35# 5' 5"# 1^*0 l° a » Italian or Jewish appearance, and talked with an 
accent. He said they should go after SMITH and smash him now and not adopt 
a passive plan or just ignore him or laugh him off as a crackpot, because, he 
said, the Italians had made that same mistake with MUSSOLINI when he first 
appeared on the scene and they had lived to see him ruin Italy, He warned not 
to treat GERALD SMITH the same way, 

A Jewish man, who said he works for the Douglas Company, described 
as swarthy, about 55 » i or *g nose, sharp featured, narrow faoe, about 5' 6 W , 130 
lbs., the aggressive type, said he favored getting the Olympic meeting over as 
quickly as possible on Friday night before SMITH'S meeting at the Shrine is over 
and then for them all to rush to the Shrine and completely ring it with piokets 
and protests* At least half the audience appeared to be against this plan of 
action and there were shouts of "no, no I" The lady from the League of Women 
Voters was very much against his plan. 

THOMA^RANFORD, who said he is with the Los Angeles Central Labor 
Council, A.F.L. , made a brief talk. He said he is against any action such as 
a mass picket line of the Shrine. He said they must conduct themselves in an 
orderly manner, and that they must recognize the right of free speech and 
free assemblage and the right to organize for their enemies as woll as for 
themselves. About half- the audience seemed to agree with his suggestions. 

MYRA TANNKHIeISS (looal leader of theASocialist Workers Party, 
Trotskyite, She was a candidate for Mayor at the April "primaries')' spoke. She 
said she was in a Trotskyite group and that she was speaking for same. She 
said they have had many disagreements with this group but we are willing to 
forget all our disagreements for the time being and organize in a united front 
to combat GERALD SMITH and Fascism, She said her organisation will abide by 
the decision of this oommittee in whatever plan they decide upon, but she 
thought the idea of going en mass to the Shrine Auditorium was the proper one. 
(NOTE: The Social Workers Party had a meeting at Embassy Auditorium Friday 
night July 6, 19U5 regarding the best way of combatting SMITH'S influenoe at 
which Mrs. WEISS talked at length and at that time she criticized the Workers 
Party, another small Trotskyite group in Los Angeles, for having picketed 
SMITH'S meeting and saying that was really advertising him instead of hurting 
him). 

WILLIAM (BILL/llDNER of the CIO (appointed new Southern California 
War Relief Director for the CIO last year), is described as Jewish, about 35# 
5* 10", 1^5 pounds. He said that while he wanted to get rid of SMITH, he wanted 
it done by using all legal means. He 3aid there must be many legal angles the 
Committee would know of to run SMITH out. 
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AfTT)ODGE, who s£*id he represented the %th A, D. Democratic Club, 
said his group had passed a resolution to run SMITH out of town. 

EIKARD J^DaVENPORT, new councilman for the 12th District, arose and 
he was invited to the platform where he spoke. He said he wanted this program 
to be orderly and legal, and that he wished to be counted among the group to 
get rid of SMITH and fight Fascism but that he believed in the laws of the land 
and that everything must be orderly and legal and we must recognize SMITH'S 
right to free speeoh and assembly and his right to organize. As an example of 
that he said he had served on the Committee to put SAIWpALTER back on the air 
after he had been taken off, so, he said, he couldn't >£ow do an about face and 
deprive another man of his rights. He said he wanted the protest to be legal 
and orderly. Get the job done, get the crowd out and show SMITH up by putting 
on bigger and better demonstrations. He said, "Make no mistake about this man 
SMITH. He has what it takes and he is formidable, so we must not under estimate 
him because he is just what his people want. You cannot ignore him. We must 
get all groups and organizations in the city and let them know what is going on 
and help eliminate SMITH." Mr. DAVENPORT then mentioned the Chamber of Commerce 
and said it really was a business union to foster trade and help Los Angeles. 
He said the Merchants and Manufacturers Association was a powerful group and is 
really a business union to further its aims and protect its members. He said 
this Committee should organize in the same way to fight SMITH and Fascism. 

The next speaker from the floor was Reverend ERNE3**tALDEC0TT of the 
First Unitarian Church. He said he was for this program to fill the Olympic 
Auditorium and have SMITH leave town, but he wanted to do everything by legal 
and fair means. He said SMITH was entitled to freedom of speech 'and the right 
to assemble and organize, and the only way to defeat him was by getting larger 
crowds and a better organization and show that the majority are against SMITH. 

The next speaker from the floor was Attorney LE£-feiLLAGHER (Nationally 
famous Communist defense attorney), who said in substance about the same as 
the preceding speaker ERNEST Cid-DECOTT, that he believed in freedom of speech, etc 

At 9:50 P.M. Mr. GEORGE STILLER resumed the speaker's stand and made 
some announcements, such as~that gQ^ RgNN Y would be Chairman of the Press 
Conference at the Ambassador tomorrow morning. He said KENNY had planned to 
go to San Francisco then, but was staying over just to be at this press 
conference. He said that he would not take up time tonight to discuss money, 
but for them to have their money and friends ready for a big collection at the 
Olympic on Friday night. He said so far the obligations were $3,500.00; that 
the only oash put out so far was the rent for these two auditoriums and some 
printing. 
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^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^, ,.^ ^ = »-_--_-= ^ = == = aa Jewish, abou-fc __, 
yearspld, 5* 7", 1^0 pouna5^Xon^nose # prominent ears, arose and announced, 
from the platform the program for Friday night. He said among the speakers 
would be ALBERT D E KKB R and that the main speaker would be a prominent motion 
picture actor "who''' would talk along the lines of comparing HITLER and GERALD 
SMTH. He said this meeting will be in a prize ring and he is sure SMITH will 
be knocked out. He said he could not announce this actor's name as he did not 
know it as yet. 

^_ 

The next speaker from the floor was KENNETH: YSjIT ^?^ who is from a 
CIO organization. He said they would have four sound trucks going around the 
city to advertise the Olympic mass meeting} that they had already put out 10,000 
of the leaflets and expect to distribute another 50>0Q n » 

The next speaker was ex^Congressman THOMAS FORD who said we must 
fight this Fascist GERALD SMITH, but it must be in an orderly manner by getting 
the majority of the people against him and form a large organization and crowd 
SMITH out. 
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described as Jewish, about 35 years old, expressed her willingness to help the 
Committee to eliminate SMITH from Los Angeles, 

Next was a person whose name\sounded like ABRAHAw^HESLER (?), He 
said he represented the Abraham Linco Inter igade, (NOTE: This is a group of 
men who fought against FRANCO in Spain daring the Spanish Civil ?7ar, 1 936- 1939, 
and was recruited in the United States by \he Communists). He is described as 
about ^^ "ears old - T ewish **' ^ f ' dark hair- He sa^d the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade of Spanish War Veterans had fought against FRANCO in Spain and that 
they had in their possession a Nazi flag which had been presented to them in 
recognition of their being the first organization to fight Fascism. He said 
this gift came from a flyer who had participated in fifty missions over Germany. 
He said he was sure hie organization would back him in using this flag at the 
Olympic mass meeting to help further the program in any way the Committee 
thought best* There were suggestions from ALBERT DEKKER and others that it 
might be best to spread this captured Nazi flag^ut at the meeting and have 
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Then ALBERT DEKKER read the names of the* Committee as follows 1 
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ROBERT KENNY 
GEORGI STILLER 
Vf. J-^fcsSETt of AFL 
FRANCia^SCULLY • 
MARQftToNNELLY W^ 
J. lUOfltoNDJWCOTH 




J>7 



MNaT?5lLACK 

ELEANO^WCWITZ 

LEO HARD ^GRIFFIt 

CAR EY HoTO L IAM S 

LHUWALlMi (wnose name was added to 

the list on motion from the floor 

and was approved by the audienoe) 




The last speaker was a Negro, who was either from Paris or his name 
sounded like Pe.ria. He is described as real black skin, about 1*0 years old, 
5» 9", tifi pounds, neatly dressed, and spoke with a French aooent. He spoke 
from the floor and wanted to know what was the intention of this Committee 
after, SMITH was ousted. Mr, DEKKER said that one of the things was that it 
would be a permanent F.E.P < C?7ff 'air Emp loyment Praotioe Committee). Ihis man 
then expressed his thanks for xhat and said he Tiad intended to propose it be 
a permanent committee to fight discrimination and Fascism. This man appeared to 
be well eduoated and intelligent and seemed to be known to othor people in the 
audienoe and his statements were 'listened to with respeot. 

The meeting ended at around 10sU5 P*M. 

advised that GERAU) L. K. SMITH is planning 
to leave Los Angeles approximately three days after his meeting at the Shrine 
Auditorium on July 20, 19^5. He stated that SMITH plans to make a tour of the 
East for a period of six weeks for the purposeo^jaising money from anti-Smith I 
interests, namely, Ford and other groups. ■ Bthat while SMITH is on { 

this tour the "Ham and Eggs" are booking hlm^n^Kenxy California cities and are 
planning a state-wide campaign on his return, which according to his present 
plans, will bo about the middle of September. * ^PQ 

■ ■ advised that the CIO Ship guilders Union voted to picket 

the SMITrtlotingonJuly 20, 19U5- However, PAPplNLEY and BILW^MITH of the 
Executive Comm^te^advised they would fight the appropriation of any money for 
the picketing. I Itherefore, if the Union fails to appropriate any 

money through tho^Scf^we Committee the picketing will be impossible, 

J ^related that EiiRL C. CRAIG, Chairman of the Public Affairs 

Forum, whTchmeots each Tuesday at 7:30 P.M. at the Embassy Auditorium, has 
arranged a debate oonoerning SMITH, The debate was to oe held Tuesday night, 
July 17, 19t|5 at the Embassy Auditorium and was to have been between J ONATHAN 
^PERKINS and LEO' GALLAGHER but by trickery or el so secret pre -arrangement, SUITE 
is being substituted for PERKINS and all anti-Smith groups are being notified. 
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■ Burnished this office with the following 

information j 

A meeting was held at the Embassy Auditorium, Ninth and Grand, Tuesday 
night, July 17, 19U5. The meeting was called to order at 7 i 30 P.M. by EARL C. 
J^CRAIG, who stated he was Chairman of the Public Affairs Forum, that the meeting 
was being held Under their auspices, and that Mr. GERALD L. K, SMITH was a gueat 
of this organisation and the principal speaker of the evening. The meeting was 
opened with pledge of allegiance to the American flag and the singing of the first 
and the last verses of "America" by the audionoe. Mrs. VIVIAJwDORE then sang two 
songs, after which Mr. CRAIG introduced SMITH* / 

SMITH began his speech by stating that this meeting was to bo in the 
nature of a debate and that he had invited members of the City Council, the • 
Board of Supervisors, the Mayor, Attorney LEO friLLA GfiftR. CKARLIE^feHAFLIN, Rabbi ' ' 

tUAGNIN, EDWARD &i£*6&INS0N, iJWKAXHAN, .MftSflf&ILVER, and several /thers to speak 
as opponents but 'they had all *ailed to aj/pear. However, at the last moment he 
was able to secure JaTiES C^¥McLEAN, Chairman of the^Towne Forum, located at 5Ul 
Towne Avenue, Los Angeles, and JOHN &jfflQNEYC0MB , who is chairman of an organi- 
sation here in Los Angeles to restore the Republic of Spain. 

Mr. SMITH then stated that they first wanted to take up a collection 
in order to secure the money for rent and other expenses inourred for the 
evening's meeting. 

He said that the opposition, which he classed as the Russians from 
Hollywood, Communist and Jewish organisations, wore going to hold a large 
meeting at the Olympio Auditorium on Friday night, July 20, which was to be 
quite an elaborate affair. It was said that State* s Attorney General ROBERT 
KENNY was to preside at the mooting, that movie stars have been invited, and 
that the press was to be given a dinner preceding the meeting and everything 
was being done to moke it a big suooess and draw the orowd from SMITH'S meeting 
which is to be held at the Shrine Auditorium the same night. 

Mr. McLEAN was introduced and compared SMITH to HITLER, stating that 
he was anti-Semitic and was trying to create race hatred, not only against the 
Jews but also among all classes of people. He also said that SMITH was a faker. 

Mr. H0NEYC0I3 was given a few minutes to talk, and he tried to bring 
out SMITH'S background, stating he was a member of the Pelley Silver Shirt s, 
that both SMITH and his wife had member ship cards in that organisa-cioh, and tfiat 
he was connected with HUEY LONG and tried to take LONG's place after his death 
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but was unable to do ao # and later was a follower of Father)08OUGHLIN, also of 
Drj^&BENSEND. He said that at the outbreak of the war SMITH joined an isolationist 
movement and attacked both lend-lease and President ROOSEVELT, also that he ran 
for United States Senator from Michigan, his platform being tires for everybody 
and free speech for COUGHLIN. JfprcttvnnwR stated that SMITH was unfrocked by the 
church and entered politios with RUEY LONG, 

Mr. SMITH then took the floor again and attempted to deny the state- 
ments that the two speakers had made about him. He was able to clear himself 
to the satisfaction of the audience on each charge that they had made, although 
he did not give muoh of an explanation, for the majority of the audience was 
for him and it was not necessary for him to explain very much. The orowd was 
rather orderly although both his opponents made numerous derogatory statements 
about SMITH. Five police officers were present. They spent most of their time 
in the lobby of the auditorium. No one in uniform of the armed services was 
observed in the audience. The audience was composed mostly of elderly people, 
and from bits of conversation heard evidently most of them belong to the "Ham 
and Eggs" organisation. 

The meeting closed about 10:1*5 P«M. 

The following article appeared in the "Daily World" on July 19, 191+5$ 



"The people's' ranks closed solidly today for a decisive all-out 

offensive to uproot Fascist organizations from Los Angeles* 



/ 






i'^'C. :r:[-fu 



"The offensive to be launched Friday night with a giant mass 
J rally at the Olympic Auditorium, will deliver a body blow to 

| GERALD L. K. SMITH, America Fascist leader, who had hoped to set 

up a permanent base in this war busy city, / 

"■Stop SMITH' strategy, worked out in complete detail at an 
emergency conference held at the Royal Palace Hotel Tuesday 
night, is based on the forces of organized labor joined by civic, 
religious, veterans, fraternal and women's groups and other community 

organizations, 

"Present at the meeting were representatives of organizations 
with members numbering into the hundreds of thousands, 

"Further plans will be set today at a special publicity 
luncheon called by Attorney General ROBERT KENNY , chairman of the 
rally. 
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'"This will be followed later today by the meeting of the 
arrangements oommittee made up of KENNY. V7. J. BASSETT . seoretary 
of the APL Central Labor Counoil; FRAMsfrgl^ET, chairman of the Railway- 
Brotherhood's legislative counoil; PHImTprfONNELLY , secretary of 
the CIO Industrial Council; E. RAY*iQNi&O0TH, exeoutive secretary 
of the Counoil for Civio Unity; THOMAS *y£GR IFF I TH, president of 
the MAACP; BLSANOil ABOWI£ Z; of the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee; Al^pQLLACK , ohai rman of the women* s division of the 
Jewish Community Council; frAPf^ '^W^aMR of the National < 
Citizens PAC; and LEQ>p ALLAN , exeoutive secretary of the Los 
Angeles Jewish Community Council. 

"Other organisations co-sponsoring the Olympio rally include the 
American Veterans Committee, League of Women Voters, Hollywood Free 
TJorld Association,, Free Italy Sooiety, Committee for Fair Play, 
Emergency Committee for KFI, Independent Voters of South Pasadena, 
Beverly-V'estwood Democratic Club and scores of other democratic and 
non-partisan groups and AFL and CIO locals • 

"Civic leaders and other individuals pledged to attend the 
rally and support its purposes, include* Counoilmen J. ?/OTn?AuSTIN, 
ED J7^3AVEBP0RT # GEORGE £KTRONK, L. SyrfrMBERLAKE, HAROLSftttARDY , 
and PARLEY PaRKS&KRISTBNSON. Others unable to attend 'but 
endorsing the aids of the rally and pledged to send messages will 
Ibe Mayor FLEXCHEwfe OV^RON, Supervisors JOHN ANSOM^ORD and R£flH? 
*" fJESSUP; JO™feARCOMB f ohairman of the Republican County Central 
Committee, ahd soores of other dignitaries*" 







rt :i ;■-*-■" ; 



There were approximately 3500 people at the^hrine Auditorium. The 
Reverend Claypool Wilson gave the invocation. WILLI-MaLLEN conducted the 
meeting. There were about 35 °r kO people on the platform, including Dr. . 
— ^HaOVELL, who was introduced to the audience • 

ALLEN introduced I.ffiADE IfoCLANAHAN as the first speaker. McCLANaHAN 
appeared very much upset. He said that the reason the auditorium was not 
filled to capacity and a «rowd outside trying to got in was that the people 
who were running the meeting at the Olympic Auditorium had sabotaged the street 
cars, packing them with people riding back and forth, throwing the trolleys off, 
and in other ways causing delays in transportation. He said he would say 
nothing further in. that regard, but would leave it to SMITH, who could speak 
more forcibly. 
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McCLANAHAN reviewed his association with SMITH, saying that when 
he heard thfft trie Mayor had told SMITH to leave town as soon as possible, he 
decided that SUITE would be a good man to look up* He mentioned the Counoilmen 
who were speaking at the Olympic, and said that they were being paid for being 
there, while he wasn't getting a cent for speaking at the Shrine. He referred 

specifically to Councilman ^3TfiTTftNSFTV wVlA ne 8aid waa 7^ and had Doen *° 
Russia four times, and he oould understand his going to the Olympic, As for 
Councilman TIKBERLAKE - well, he was new and probably didn't know any better. 
He didn't know what other Councilmen were speaking there. He said th*t one 
of the Councilmen close to the Mayor told him that he could have had quite a 
sum if he had accepted the invitation to speaki however, he had turned it down, 

McCLANAHAN then said that on the whole the Councilmen had been rather 
decent about the situation; that a number of resolutions had been brought up 
about him, but nothing had been done. Also, the Mayor had shown a little courage 
anyway by not responding to the pressure that had been brought against him 

conoerning McCLANAHAN. 

McCLANAHAN spoke of the attaoks upon him by the Messenger and the 
Voice, referring particularly to SAMMY GACH. 

VJ ILLIS ALL EN introduced SMITH as the next speaker. SMITH took the 
same line about the~ street cars being sabotaged by the Communists and the Jews. 

He claimed that there were 5 f 000 people present in the Shrine, good 
Christian Americans, while thirty-five per cent to ninety per cent of those at 
the Olympic were Jews, (McCLANAHAN made the same statement) 

SMITH said that the American Legion Americanism Committee and the 
V.F.W. were not officially represented at the Olympic; that the A.F. of L. was 
dragged in by force, and that he was so informed by the A.F. of L. people. 
He praised the Catholic church, saying that their leadership is very understanding; 
that they were not officially represented at the Olympic, nor were the 
Fundamentalists, He mentioned that a^c a press conference the day before, he 
had informed the press that if HOME$plAILLAUX and Senator TENNEY endorsed the 
meeting he would oancel his own meeting at the Shrine, However, he was sure 
that they could not, although he had not discussed the matter with those 
gentlemen. 

He ranted against the Federal Counoil of Churches and against FARNHAM, 
stating that they did not believe in Christ. He spoke sneer ingly of the Counoil 
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for Civic Unity. He had a copy of the 19U5 TENNEY report in front of him, and 
said that the names of fourteen people listed on the letterhead of the Council 
jf for Civic Unity also appeared in the TENNEY report as Communists and that 

u KENNY's name is also included therein. 

He made a bid for sympathy by declaring that for the past six weeks 
his enemies have been trying to inspire some fanatic to shoot him. He said 
that there are twenty million Christians now in prison in Russia because they 
have refused to renounce Christ in favor of Communism; that he has proof that 
KENNY stated: "I propose to fight every organization that is opposed to 
Communism'** He declared that KENNY should be impeached, which statement brought 
forth enthusiastic applause, 

SMITH stated that by tha>t night or in the next day or two he hoped to 
have 100,000 signatures on the IUNKIN petition to investigate the "Babylonian 
oannaille of Hollywood"; that he is not anti-Semitic, but that the only reason 
that it is safe for the Jews to live here in America is that this is a Christian 
nation; that this is the only place where it is safe for them; that he believes 
in hospitality. However, he indicated that he would deny hospitality to the 
Jewish refugees. He intimated that many of them were here illegally, stating 
that they had sneaked in with their millions through Mexico and settled in 
Beverly Hills, and they can't even speak the American language; that they are 
not going to run him out of town. 

He stated that the Jews had better get over their sensitiveness over 
the use of the word "Jew", He also stated that if a man comes here from Russia 
,j£ and wants to substitute the Russian constitution for the American constitution, 

and if he happens to be a Jew, he isn't supposed to mention the word, and if 
he uses the term "international bankers" he is oonsidered to be criticizing the 
Jews. Those refugees who prefer the Russian government should be put in a boat 
and sent back to Russia, The Jews should make friends instead of enemies - 
instead of putting on a "hate Christ" campaign at the Olympic, 

SMITH announced that he is opposed to any more inmlgration until our 
soldiors come home and get jobs. That's why they (the Jews) hate him, When 
i the soldiers get back they will find their jobs taken by refugees while they 
( were gone. He stated that he would fight immigration while there is breath left 
in his body, etc etc. 



He said that years ago G> ALLISON PHSLPS (whose name brought forth 
applause from the audienoe), had warned about the refugees sneaking in from 



$%}&¥?& Mexico and that as a consequence he had been hounded and persecuted for telling 



the truth so that he cannot even get an ordinary job. 
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SMITH then announced that he had twenty-five speaking engagements in 
other large cities of this nation, and was leaving shortly; that this was the 
last large meeting he would have. However, he would be back in the fall and 
intends to establish a regional office here. (The news of his return was greeted 
by enthusiastic applause.) £/*") 



Referring again to PHELPS, he said that the latter had written a 
letter to Congressman RANKIN and that he had asked him to read it at* this meeting. 
He introduced PHELPS, stating that here, is a man who has boen oruoified on the 
cross by Warner Brothers, the May Company, and the Reds of Hollywood, 



(> 



million aoii 

\he said tie h 
CKAPvLES*EAP 



PHELPS read his letter to RANKIN, _ which was a vicious thing. He ranted 
against Hollywood". He said that a bunch of alien-born perverts controlled a 
million dollar industry and in making his vicious remarks about the industry, 
had specific reference to V7ALTM*WINCHELL. The letter stated that 
lPLIN had a fund set aside to be /used to bring aliens into the United 
Stat*-; s , ■ and that CHAPLIN was asking tor a second front when we were losing the 
war so badly; that CHAPLIN sponsored STALING LION FEUCHTHANGER , a refugee now ' 
living in Southern California; that FEUCHTKANGER's name also appears in the 
TENNSY report; that JOHN HCft7AR"rifalYS0H also tendered a dinner 'tBJfFEUCHTWANGER. 
He said that the Russian born ftadn f t forgotten their homeland; that HARKT/pWARNER 
was born in^ Russia. He mentioned. PAULETrT^GODDARD (whose name- he said w&a^IgVY), 
and ANATOI^llTVAK. He then ref orred^Eo" tRo ""under cover boys" - the attorneys, 
LEQ$tL£ETS, IffiNDElApILBERBORG- and DAVIOjfBOLEMAN, representatives of theT ftnti- 
Defamation League^f ,tl^JBInaJj B^rithj, They have medals, he said, for hayi ng ^ C 

e x^Tea's'o^c a llejj.. subversives^ many of whom are fine* Americans. He as keoVy ANKI N y 'K r 
to make a real ^investigation of those attorneys^. He then listed the following: ~) C ' ^ 
HARRY EARNER was born in Russia; JGSEBwfecHENCK was born in Russia; NI CHOLA S ^^S '*' £ 
JjspHEKCK was born in Russia; ANATOLE LITVaK was torn in Roumania; SAJwfcaTZ was r, 

- born in Russia, and "God only knows where HARR'nfoOHN was born"; AL/Kl CRT! IaH 
was born in Hungary ; JQSEFii|£PA3TERNAK, hL^ZMD^kOKDiC, GREGORTl^ATOFF , 
LOUIS B^iiAYER were all f orjsign sJ>orn» "These drjjust a" few of the joy boys". 

He wound up his letter to RANKIN by urging him to investigate this 
\. alien cesspool of Hollywood. 

' (The audience agreed witnPKELPS in every respect.) 






SMITH then spoke. He announced that PHELPS would be a guest of the 
Reverend LOVELL in his church on Sunday night, Hi« subject would bei "The 
Hypocrisy of Hollywood", 
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He then began his plea for money, stating that he had spent a great 
deal of money on the meeting at the Shrine-, The rent was 3500,00; incidentals, 
$1,000,00; printing, &U00.00; postage, $250.00; all in all, he had spent about 
$2,250*00. He pleaded that the audionoe be generous with their contributions. 
Ke told them that copies of the letter that PHELPS had just read would be sent 
to all those who contributed. 

He asked those who lived j.n the 13th District to raise their hands. 
(There were not very many,) Ho then asked them to so indicate on their envelopes 
He also requested that the people indicate whether they would be willing to 
circulate cards for future meetings "whether here or at the Hollywood Bowl", 
suggesting that some take one hundred or thirty or twenty-five, and so on down 
the line. He spent a great deal of time urging them to contribute generously 
and prayed while the ushers were collecting the contributions. 

The collection having been completed, SMITH announced he would discuss 
three great issues, the first boing the threat of the super-state. He then 
made his usual speech about tho international bankers being out to control the 
money of the world; that the international bankers gave us our depression; that 
we had plenty of food, but our people wore starving to death j that last time 
we plowed under our crops, but this time wo are going to plow undor the inter- 
national bankers; that the international bankers want to make it possible for 
foreign countries to tell us when we have to send our boys out to get killed. 

He talked about the rubber tire situation, and that there was no * 
necessity to be without tires; that he had gone to HENRY FORD and, discussed the 
matter with tho Chief Chemist at the Ford plant, and was told that they could 
have all the tires that would be needed in this country within six months. 
However, the rubber business is in the hands of the international bankers, 
consequently we have no tires. He also consulted with another ohemist who 
told him the some thing; also that in Germany they were making synthetio tires 
and he was told that the Standard Oil Company owned tho patent. 

Ho said we should thank God that HENR? VIaLLaCE is not President of the 
United States and that he thinks HARRY TRUMAN is a great President. 

At the time he was investigatino the rubber situation, BERNARD BARUCH 
had charge of that item. He said that BARUCH was a great international banker 
and that he refused to make tires. 

Ho then told the audi e no e that the Ford Tire Company was condemned 
by President ROOSEVELT and sent to Russia; that ROOSEVELT stole the factory 
from the American citizens* 
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H© referred to the five thousand German girls who were supposed to 
have been raped by the Sengelose troops - five thousand Christian girls. This 
was the work of tho Russians. 

He repeated his story about flgNRY. M13J&S ' s speech at Madison Square 
Garden on the anniversary of the Russian revolution, and said that WALLACE 
should be sent to Moscow, 

He had invited the press to his meeting at the Shrine, but they had 

not taken advantage of the tables he had prepared for them* He referred again 

to the Olympic Auditorium and said that the same type of poople are there as 

those who picketod his meeting at the Philharmonic, Re stated that if the 

Communists and left-wing Jews think the Russian system is much better than ours, 

they should be put on boats and sent to Russia. "These rascals are organized. 

They are prepared to take over America". **"//* «,- 

<l r Y- fi. '■* *'*"' 

He announced that he would preach at Perkins' Peoples Church at the 
Friday Morning Club at 11:00 on Sunday, asking the" people to give PERKINS a big 
hand; also that he would speak at 2:00 P.M. on Sunday at the Ha^Jji^Eggs 
hall, and that he would be in the audience at LOVELL's church "Sunday" night when 
PHELPS would be the guest speaker. 

SMITH was very bitter in speaking about the meeting at the Olympic 
and especially in referring to tho Mayor* The Mayor had told him to leave as 
soon as possible, but he had sponsored the meeting at the Olympic by sending 
the "assistant Mayor" there as his representative. 

SMITH said there is nonsuch thing as sixty million jobs; that twenty 
million people can make everything we need with the use of machinery. He said 
that when he came here to Los Angeles the Ham 'n 1 Egg group offered him 
hospitality; that TO^JL ALLEN asked him to sponsor a program that will take us 
out of the hands of the international bankers; that there will be millions of 
unemployed turned loose on the streets. 

/ Hfiwill return to California early this Fall and he wants WILLIS 

\ and LARRENCEv^-LLEN to set up some twenty to thirty meetings. Petitions will be 
circulated to put Ham *n r Eggs on the ballot. 

SMITH remarked that he had sent his representative to the Ambassador 
??$&}!%<;'£/!'$• *° attend a press conference that was being held by the sponsors of the Olympic 

iSft : fe- ; ^ Auditorium progrm, but they threw him out. 

" : .% Reverenq 5WI FT, Drj\BLANKENBURG, and Dr*J*"8AHLI were also on the 

platform, yy^'ttM^ 
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"While SMITH was still ranting about Russia a number of people started 
to leave. There was a constant stream of people leaving after that, and finally 
SMITH asked the people to stand and sing. He kept them standing for the remainder 
of the program and finally told the people that he would be through shortly, 
asking thorn to stand still and pray. 



furnished this offioe with the. following 



information: 




A meeting was held by the anti-SMITH groups at the Olympio Auditorium, 
Los Angeles, on Friday night, July 20, 19U5» The auditorium, capacity of which 
is 10,1+00, was packed and many people were unable to gain admission. 

The meeting was opened by ^SAJIJ]ALTER, radio commentator. The audience 
"V^ was asked to stand and sing one verse ofthe "Star Spangled Banner". Following 

this, State's Attorney General ROBERT Vv^KENNY was introduced and spoke for 

some thirty minutes. After Mr, KENNY* s speech, a message was read from Ua yor 
■ ;. BOKROIT by Mr. EDMOTgatfOOK, Assistan t Ma yor. GREGORY PECK, movie actor, then 

read a short speech whicE' wali'laampbsed largely of quotations and comparative 

statements made by ADOLF HITLER and GERALD L. K. SMITH, 

From this point Mr. JOHN BrhlUGHES, radio commentator, acted as 
master of ceremonies. He introduced Dr. E. CHTFARNHAM, Exeoutive Secretary of 
th^Xhurch Federation of Los Angeles, who is also Chairman of the Los Angeles 
Council for Civio Unity, and Dr. FaRNHAM gave a short talk, pnhb^ fipfiAR F. .._ 
^JtLVGNIK was then introduced and spoke for a few; minutes. Among other things he 
said, "We are fighting for a principle", "There have always been see 6a of 
Fascism here", and "It can happon here but it won't". There was then read a 
message from Chief JusticM^IBSON of the California Supreme Court. Following 
this, Mc4 t __ AlBEwfeuON, a Chinese lady who was named as California State 
Mother of 19U5 &nk who is also Secretary of the Council for Civic Unity, was 
introduced and spoke for a few minutes from a prepared speech. 



J. 



HUGHES thon introduced representatives of the two major Labor 
organisations, and in making his introduction stated that the strongest 
resistance to Fascism has always been organised labor. He introduce d W. 
BASSET? , Secretary-Treasurer of the Central Labor Counoil of the America* 
"Federation of Labor, who said among other things that GERALD L. K. SMITlti. 
is th« worst enemy of Labor today; that he is even worse than CECIL F^DelGLLE. 
FHIotONNELLY, President of thyfto sAnge le s Co unc i 1 r of the C . 1 . . . spoke for 
a short time, saying, among otHer s^fcatements, that "Hitler is "Bead but 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH still spreads HITLERU venom", "SMITH is here to mob ill «• 
the returning war veterans against organised Labor", "SMITH is financed by 
reactionary Big Business interests - the same forces are bringing Congressman 
^""RANKIN here", and "Those who preach Fascism have no right to tree speeoh". 

___- Messages were read from VIERLINGiaHlSEY, Superintendent of the Lot 

Angeles City Schools System, and C. cifTRILL INGHAM, Superintendent of the Los 
Angeles County Schools System* ' 

The meeting was then taken over by State Assemblyman ALBgfiT_DEKKgR ft 
He announced that another meeting is to be oalled and then started solicitation 
for funds. Vfomen in the uniform of the W.A.D.C. passed through the audience, 
taking the collection. It was requested that checks be made payable t o CAREY 
McWILL IAMS . Among the larger checks and pledges which were received and announced 
by Assemblyman EEXKER were the following; -fo everly -Westwood Democratic Cl^b, 
£625 ,00 j ISAA6H#ACHT , $100 .00 ;>£ealey Mattres s CompanyV*^^".6o^outhland 
Jewish Organization, $500»OCl»<3ollywood Independent Cititens Committee of the 
Arts,, "Sciences, and Professions, $5O0,00;f*cme Hardware Company, $100. 00 j 
Simoa^lAtarus, *10O.0O**-Pacific Sound Equipment Company, * 100 . OOrVCgmpo s ite _ 
Lodge #639, A.F. A A.M.') fclOO.OO^Juncticn Drug Company, SlOO.OO^Newsboys 
Union, *lOO,00>*Eational Youth Congress, |500.00^Campus Shop, glOO.OO rMARTIN 
^YOUNG, $100,00; also #25,00 each from City Counc/W«^lARBY^ <iAVEpORT t and 
[ TIKBgRLAK gj In addition, there were many checks of jfej-OO, ^10,06, and $5*°0, 
and a considerable collection of cash* 

I "* 

\«4 _ Following the collection there was a talk by BURGESS MEREDITH, movie 

actor, who devoted most of his time to vilifying Congressman RANKIN and ended 

up by sayings "We'll get RaNXIN". Various state assemblymen were introduced 

by DEKKER, although not all seemed to be present. Among these were THOMAS jJ. 

VDOYLE, JACXrMAY, VERNQafelLPATRICK, ERNEST TdtVEBBS, AUGUSTUS. T*fiAKKINS , ; 

•' JOHN C^LYdNS, S75RExi^»URKHALTER, PHILlWpAVlS/ TOLU^H?OSENtHAL, and RALPH 

--TDILLS. ' Messages were read from County Supervisor RO£gtyj5SfiI2P, Councilmen 

"flRf iaB P, mam . HARR»ftpHRISTIANSEN,>and J. TTHftAUSTIN, also from Judge GEORGIA 

-X BUlTOCK. A telegram 'fVom U. S. Senator SHERIDayfeoy jIEY ja s read. Various other 

individuals were then introduced, among whom were ALVIlyfULDER, .who was named 

as a veteran of the "Battleof KFI"; Mrs. SUMNB*)WPAULD'lNGi BE^SCHENBERG of the 

Amerioan Legion; H. CLAUDEraUDSON, Vioe-President of the N.A.A,C.P.; Mrs, 

RALPH E^VANDERVOOR, President of the Los Angeles League of "Women Voters j ROLAND 

^TMoNITT, Chairman of the Los Angeles County Democratic Central Committee. JT"""""^ 

letter from JOHTftBARTON was read, he being Chairman of the Los Angeles County 

Republican Centralr Committee. Postmaster M ICHAEL FANNING was introduced from 

the floor, as was CAREY MoWILLlAMS. A talk by ORSQjinpELLES followed, and the 

meeting closed at 11? JO p.m., with repetition ot th^pledge of allegiance to 

the Amerioan flag led by Assemblyman DEKKER. 
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Of the entire audience the largest percentage appeared to be people 
of the Jewish race^ with a sprinkling of Negroes. There were only a Tery few 
military uniforms noted. 

The following article appeared in th^^Lo* Angeles Herald and Express 

on July 21, 19U5: 

"Twelve thousand men and women attended an overflow meeting of 
"An Amerioan City in Action" at the Olympio Auditorium last night, the first 
of a planned series designed to fight anti -democratic forces and 

intolerance. 

"More than 100 oivio, patriotic, labor and veterans' organizations 
sponsored the meeting, 

"Chief speaker was Attorn ey Goneral ROBERT W.' KENNY, who warned 
against class and racial discrimination in California, 

"♦Joblessness, insecurity and violence were breeding grounds 
of the now deceased Mussolini and the mysteriously vanished HITLER,* 
he said, 'Dispensers of disunity and deraogogy have invaded California 
because our state's economy is in a state of transition due to the 
dislocations of war and V-E Day, 

"•In the task of maintaining social peace and economic health and 
eyes of Amerioa ore upon us. We represent the decent oitizens, the 
healthy citizens who have joined forces to demonstrate that the 
vultures aro going to starve in California,* 

"May or JTljBTCH ER _ BOWRO N, en route to Philadelphia for the 
launohing~oF the' U T^ . " S . Xos Angeles tomorrow, sent this telegram to 
the Olympic meetings »Rabble-rousers will never find a haven in 

Los Angoles,* 

"Among other speakers with KENNY were Dr. E. C. FaRB HAM of the 
Council for Civio Unity and the Church Federation: fiabpTjSIfc^ F. 
MAGNIN. QaSQOEU-SS. BURG^SJgBSWJH, Assemblyman ALBERT PSffgg 
C^TTbaSSEJT of the A.F.L., PHILIP MflffONNOLLY of the C.I.O. and 
representatives from the Y.W.C.A., veiWrans and minority groups. 

"Communism in Hollywood was denounced last night by GERALD L, K, 
SMITH, America First leader, in a speech at the Shrine Auditorium. 
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"He upheld R epj^jIfiHJLJLUacUiL 1 s recently declared intention to 
investigate subversive activities in the film oolony and charged that 
Hollywood *is the center of Communism in Amerioa where plans are 
being made to overthrow our government after the war.* 

"In his speeoh before a crowd of several thousand, SMITH also 
criticised lend-lease and 'the international bankers who control 
American money ,' n hlO \*)b 

On July 21, 19^5,^ l^^li^OlJi2^er_of_the 

Purple Heart, 21+06 West 7th Street^JosAngeles, California, telephonioally advised 
that~In "connection with SMITH' s meeting on July 20, 19U5, he, together with five 
other men, decided that their organisation should know about SMITH'S activities 
first-hand so they attended his meeting as observers. They had received 
complaints from a number of Purple Heart men. 

?/hen they arrived at the auditorium, thoy found outside possibly one 
hundred people trying to get in but no one was admitted without a oard. There 
was no disturbance whatever. After the meeting they found perhaps forty people 
outside and still no disturbance. They talked to the manager of the auditorium 
and found that it holds sixty-eight hundred people and aocording to his estimate 
there were perhaps twenty-five hundred to three thousand people in the auditorium. 
Moat of them were men and women. 

Two young men in uniform came onto the stage first and deposited brief- 
oases on the table and then SMITH entered the platform preceded by three young 
men and followed by three young men. During his remarks, he said people claim 
that he is accompanied by storm stoopers. He said it is true that he is accom- 
panied by storm troopers and he introduced those six young men, saying that they 
were his storm troopers j they are men he is training for the ministry j that 
his life has boon threatened and that if he is killed, these six young men and 
two thousand more like them will rise over his grave and carry on his orusade.. 

During his talk, SMITH defied anyone to say that the FBI has anything 
on him. He said he would continue, as long as he' has blood, in his veins and 
the strength to speak, to fight against kike-Jews, Communists and others. He 
made an attack on the Standard Oil Company and other big businesses, as well 
as against different manual groups. 

b?C^£nV J ■ said that his group took no particular offense against any of 
SMITH'S statements during the evening, with the exception of the statement 
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quoted below which they copied verbatim; that just prior to the collection of 
the donations, SMITH said that after the donations he would give them the 
dynamite; that following the donations SMITH said "Now I will give you the 
inside information. The President was a sick man and everyone knew itj however, 
he died quicker than we expected because he did not have the nerve to tell the 

«can people the inside of the deal that he made with STALIN at Yalta" , 
stated that his group objected seriously to this statement, particularly 
ew of the fact that approximately one hundred servicemen were in the 
audience. He said if this is not a subversive statement undermining the 
Commander in Chief ofjl^ja^ed States, he does not know what subversiveness is. 

■ I ^ .. f 

Aooording to^^^TSMITH glorified Congressma n RA3ffiIN ...and said that 
everyone should supporl^Tmand uphold his honorT^^^Bpointed to the fact , 
that SMITH definitely can sway individual s^^^t h^anahis group personally 
were greatly moved by SMITH'S oration andl laaid that had they not known 
who SMITH is, and the nature of the man, tnl^oould easily have been led to 
follow everything that he said. For example, in connection with the RANKIN 
matter, SMITH asked all those in favor Q^^ngnorting RANKIN in his investigation 
of the Jew 3 in Hollywood to say "eye". I |aid there was a general chorus 
of "eyes" in the audience. SMITH said "areyou really in support of RANKIN - 
say 'eye' again", whereupon there was a very loud chorus of "eyes", considerable 
shouting and yelling in the audience. Then SMITH said "I really want to 
out how many of you will support RANKIN - all in favor of him stand up". 
stated that his group did not stand up but that practically every 1 
audience did; however, there were six sailors directly in front of ■ ■who did 
not stand up. After the crowd sat down, SMITH said, "all those not lOavor of 
RANKIN now stand up", whereupon approximately thirty people stood up, including 
these six sailors, SMITH then said, "well, r know there are thirty or forty 
Communists in this group tonight, therefore I won f t count them and I shall 
report that this group is unanimous in the support of RANKIN", 

SMITH in his remarks attributed the poor attendance at his meeting to 
a Jewish conspiracy with the Los Angeles Railway, He said the jews got together 
and crowded all the street oars so much that no one else could get on the street 
cars to come towards the Shrine Auditorium and those who wan^dto get there 
would have to walk twenty blocks in view of this conspiracy. | Vsaid that 
the allegation was so ridiculous that the people in the audi enc^De lie ved it, 

■ Bstated that his group does not want to fight against the rights 
of free speech but that they do feel that SMITH is dangerous. He definitely 
can sway people to do and think as he does; therefore, at the next meeting of 
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Order o f the Purple Heart on August 2, 19U5, tt resolution may be passed 
r g qu eirtTng^n" 1 nve sH gal: ton of SMITH in view of the one sentence quoted above 
with respect to the dying of the President. 

SMITH said he "was leaving in a few days on his tour to make twenty 
speeches, starting in Salt Lake City, Denver, eto. 

The following newspaper artiole appeared in the Los Angeles Herald 

and Express, July £3* 19^5* 

"Attorney JOHN fcffcHEELER in a letter today to GERALD L. K. 
SlfETE advised him that he had no right to make public appearances 
under thoftjr.erio£ ^'•frfr fiYmri"*"-^ label, 

n 'Aa you are undoubtedly aware*, WHE3LER wrote, * General 
ROBERT S_^*?0CD, ohairman of the national committee of the America 
First Committee, publicly advised you that you were not authorized to 
use the name of the committee or to appear to act under the spon- 
sorship of the many outstanding leaders of this country who were 
members of this committee* 

"'You may not be familiar with the fact that the America 
First Committee in California is a non-profit corporation and 
that suoh corporation is still in existence. That corporation 
hes the exclusive right to the use of the name in the state of 
California, and you are therefore not authorized to use the name 
in any way' 11 , 

A letter was receivod from t-ho San Franci 

tati ng that on July 2J, 19U5i ___________ 

^^^^^^ personally advised the San Francisco _>'iexo yivis; 
was^lffnember of the organization of GERALD L, X, SMITH, 






said that* ■ma a friend of his son, who^ 

at his home on "very many oooasTons while ho was a growing boy, 

age 19, had been in the Navy until he received a medical discharge, 

is now a resident of the Hollywood area, being a writer for the movies - ; He~~is 

reported to hare been employed at MGH, Fox, and Republic Studios. His address 

in that area was given phonetically as the Peyton Arms, Beverly Hills. 

^_ 1 __ B ^^jlaimed that the organization would take over the Government 
after the post-war unemployment gave them a chance to stir things up with the 



- 29 - 



( 



s 



r 



LA 100-79^5 

masses. They were to agitate anti-Negro and an ti-Semitio riots, and then supply 
the whites with weapons to put down the strife. ■ ^^s sorted that there 
was a factory in ?texico which was going to turn ofl^roapons for the organiiation 
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was contacted on July 25» 

SHiTH was presently resldin 




and it 
ormandie 

that 
e and 



was ascertained that GERALD T. K. 

Hotel, 605 South Normandie Avenue, Los Angeles, California, 

SMITH makes his headquarters at the hotel, where he resides 

secretary* None of SMITH'S activities or plans were known t m ^^ 

informant stated if any information was received as to SMITH'S plans €or leaving 

Los Angeles, the reporting agent would be notified. 



However, 



hni> 




(telephonioally contacted the reporting agent on July 27, 19^5 » a nd 
advised thWSMITH oheoked out of the Normandie Hotel at lOtlfi A.M. on that date. 
He stated SMITH left his forwarding address as 0/0 Blaokstone Hotel, Detroit, 
Michigan* 

On July 28, 19U5, the writer telephonioally contacted^ 
Horn and Eggs Hall, 1204 South Hill Street, under pretext, and was advised" that 
SMITH left Los Angeles on July 27, I9I+5 and was en route to Detroit, Michigan and 
that he planned to stop over in Chicago, Illinois for one day. He stated that 
SMHH*s address 

•further advised 
sTxTreekswhenhewill make a leoture tour of approximately twenty California 
cities. Bfurther stated that SMITH made arrangements for the Ham and / 




to stop over in Chicago, Illinois for one day. He stated that 
in Detroit is post office box J45I, Detroit 31, Michigan. |HB 
tviscd that SMITH plans to return to Los Angeles in approximate!; 






Eggs Hall tonandTo any of his local business for hia while he was in Detroit, 



a3certaine 
on July 27* 
an 




that S 

19U5. 
s prev 





1 



.ous 



was contacted, on August 4, 1945 ana " it was 
lxfornia from Pasadena aboard the Santa Fe Chief 
'that SMITH was going direotly to Detroit, Michigan, 
arranged in the Western oities had been canceled, t-,?/ 



that according to SMITH'S present plans, he intends to return 
aoout the middle of September, 
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It has been reliably reported that subjeot, who has been in the Los 
Angeles area since May 27 , 19^5, departed Los Angeles at 12s 01 P.M., July 27, 
19U5, on the Chief for Chicago, accompanied by his wife and secretary. His 
forwarding address is reported to be the Blackstone Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 

During recent mass meetings conducted by subject in Los Angeles, he 
stated he intended to return to Los Angeles in the Fall to assist the Ham and 
Eggs group in their campaign to place their plan on the ballot; that he was 
not setting up national headquarters for the Amerioa First Committee in Lot 
Angeles, but they would remain in Detroit, 

SMITH'S activities in the Los Angelos area have caused violent reaction 
among leftist elements in this area, culminating in an anti-SMITH mass meeting 
of 12,000 persons, held July 20, 19^5 at the Olympic Auditorium, under the 
sponsorship of numerous organisations, many of whioh have been identified as 
Communist front groups. 

y The following individuals were active in the anti-SMITH meetings in 

/Los Angeles and have been identified as being Communist Party members or 
\ sympathizers thereof, or individuals who are known to follow the Part v ..line: 
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LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 



UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



source 



At Lancaster, California 

♦Will conduct discreet investigation through informants and other 

le background, history, and activit ies of 




b? 



cs 



America First Party 

At Los Angeles, California 

Tffill maintain contact with informants and report SMITH* a activities 
upon his return to Los Angeles in the near future. 



i* 






One copy of instant report is. being designated for the San Franoisco 
Field Division and one copy for the San Diego Field Division for information 
purposes inasmuch as it is believed subject may inolude these Field Divisions 
in his speaking tour in the near future. 
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The above individuals request anonymity i 
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^Gerald Smith, Heavily Laden 
.With Hans, Visits Capital 

<* frald L . jfifSm lto of«Detroit,| Congress in IMS and to control the 
Wer of 4 he IsolationisWimerica balance of power in the presiden- 
tial election* of 1948. 
What He Approve* S^S'j 

In passing. Smith told reporters 
at a Statler Hotel press conference 
that he approved: President Harry 
Truman ("although we don't know 
what hell do next week"); current 
trends within the Democratic 
Party; the returning veteran; 
Representative John Rankin; Jews 
be- who believe In being Americans 
first and Jews second; cancellation 
of lend-lease to the British and 
other Allies; his own plan for ''con- ! 
stitutional money" and a $1000 



"'Tirst group, came to town yester- 

The former organizer for Huey 
long's "Every Man a King* move- 
ment, whose America First liter- 
ature and organization figured in 
^testimony st the famous sedition 
trials came heavily laden. He had 
• bundle under his arm, a load on 
~Ua mind and a dream lurking 
iteath his shaggy eyebrows. 

- The bundle: a 150-foot petition 
■sgned by Califomians urging Rep- 
. reneentative John M. Rankin (D. 
JMlaa) to launch an immediate non- 
agression al investigation of com- 
munistic exploitation of the movie 
t&duatry. 

Father Oevghlfn Backer 

. .. The load: plans for an ©cean-to- 
— an speaking tour on which he 
would (1) promote the force and 
fortune* of America First as well as 
fees* of thejftfrtonalist Party 
beaded by Former Senator Robert 
B. Reynolds, and 66 other national- 
Ms groups; (2) push a movement 
to bring Father Coughlin back to 
radio broadcasting; and (3), fight 
the growing influence of reds, com- 

Onanists, fascists, reactionaries, 
labor radicals. Wall Street, Orson 
Welle*, and racists including "rack- 
eteering Jews who are exploiting 
. Ifceftr own race.** / 

: The dream: to consolidate all na- 
'.t ^tionalists groups into a force strong 
^i ^qyough to eject a solid ticket to 




V", 



cash bonus for each discharged 
service man and woman. j 

He opposed: Feeding hungry men 
copies of the Constitution or on the 
American pag dipped in cream and 
sugar; "Hitler-happy" newspapers; 
a hush-up of any part of Pearl 
Harbor; the Henry Wallace phui for 
60 million jobs, and the candidacy 
of Richard .Frankensteen, vice 
president of UAW, for mayor of 
Detroit. 

Highlights: "Truman is a biolog- 
ical nationalist," Smith said. "He's ! 
from Missouri and raised on our 
kind of milk. He has the hand of 
Esau and the voice of Jacob. We 
don't know whst he'U do next week 
but we're for Harry Truman today 
. . . the nationalist movement will 
become so Strang that the old poli- 
tical parties will bid for its aup- 
port . . - aome. Jewish racketeers 
would drop dead if anything hap- 
pened to me . , . I'm oot anti- 
Semitic but they make a living say- 
ing I am." \ "." . ■ 
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May Appeal To Oil Strikei 
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INJURED MAN CARRIED AWAY, Northern High School In J^jlJ^™ * ^£Sc? JE 
BY PROTESTING FRIENDS— One Mich., la carried .war •w.H^ rffwLS. 
of two men Injured when 500 friends who protest vigorowly to Party. — (AP Wirephoto). 
pickets clashed with police before] — 1 — . — — — 



M'ArthurEnd 
Censorship 
By Japanese 

Attempt To Keep Fi 
People News of Hir< 
Visit Irks Command 

Tokyo, Sept. 29. m—Ge 
MacArthur commanded the 
nese government to keep Its ? 
off Japan's press and radio t 
ceasing all censorship, supprf 
or control—after the Homi 
Isjry tried to ban Emperor: 
hito's interviews and storij 
pictures of the Hirohito 
MacArthur. 

The ministry had si 
Tokyo and Osaka newsj 
an effort to keep the 
the Japanese people. 

Nippon's war depar^ 
while reported to th< 
mand that 1,833,634, c 
of all Japanese .solt 
homeland on Augustj 
demobilized by Sept 
Allied headquarterj 
ly approved dlsf 
small Japanese 
16,000 Nipponej 
from Tsushims 
between Kyust 

Other new 
To Change '. 
The Japai 
establishmei 
by Premie] 
to revise 
the Japai 
The Al 



Braden and Acheson Huddle 0ea\ I Off ered 
On Argentine Situation Big - 5 Snarl 



Washington, Sept. 29 V?) — Am- 
bassador Spruille Braden werit-inta 
conference with Acting Secretary 
of State Acheson today on the 
Argentine situation. 
There was some Indication that 
•ie purpose was to determine the 
X to which Argentina* has f ul- 
~ failed to fulfill— her obli- 
tatttping" out Fascism 
•m 



by. the Senate he Temains ambassa- 
dor W Argentina :.. 

With him In the meeting with 
Acheson were Leo Pasvolsky, the 
4epar.uuent'a ranking expert on 
commitments made by the Ameri- 
can nations at the Mexico City 
conference, and Ellis O. Briggs, a 
veteran of Latin America dlplom- 
is expected to become 



London, Sept 29 (JP>— The United 
States was reliably reported "today 
to have presented a compromise 
proposal in an effort to break the 
deadlock of the Foreign Ministers 
Council over who should write th 
Balkan peace treaties. 

Member* of several jdeiegatic; 
said the Balkan policy d 
would have to be made 
end and expressed 
sion would e 
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Air Line to Link 
Cincinnati With 
Norfolk Is Urged 

Among 15 new Southeastern air 
route* recommended by the Civil 
Aeronautic Board's public counsel 
in Washington late Friday was one 
affecting Norfolk. The counsel, V. 
R. Grundman, recommended that 
State Airlines, Inc., be granted per- 
mission to operate a route between 
Cincinnati. O., and Roanoke, Va., 
with the line extending from Roan- 
oke to Norfolk. 

William S. Harney, manager of 
the Norfolk Association of Com- 
merce, said today that the com- 
pany, headed by H, K. Gilbert, Jr., 
president, operates out of Char- 
lotte, N. C, and that the associa- 
tion haa been keeping in close 
touch with the firm since negotia- 
tions were first opened for the line 
into Norfolk. 

Mr. Harney stated that he at- 
tended a hearing on the applica- 
tion held by the CAB in Greens- 
boro, n. a, and that the associa- 
tion submitted briefs at that time 
The organisation, he explained 
floes not favor any one airline over 
another but states the advantages 
to Norfolk of various kinds of air 
service. He aaid that as yet he had 
no information as to when the new 
route will be opened. 

PCA which has been operating District Coaat Guard 

between Norfolk: and Washington opened a two-day session today at 
throughout the war was represent- £»• MW» Cr**k Lifeboat Station. 
*a (nth. it.. «* ««r m i,,„ »«mi- Comnudort O'NeUl was the first 




ed in the liat of new route* recom 
mended. It was proposed that PCA 
be allowed to extend Route 51 from 
Knoxville, Term., to a new terminal 
at Memphis and add Charlotte and 
Winston-Salem, N. C, to its stops. 
PCA will also extend Route 55 from 
the Bidmingham termfnal to a new 
terminal at Mobile, Ala. 

Two Automobile 
Thefts Reported 
To Police Here 

Two auto thefts have been report- 
ed at police headquarters, one today 
and one Friday. 

R. S. Bendell, of the Norfolk 
Radiator Works, of 733 Monticello 
Avenue, told police that a black 
coach valued at $300 was taken 
from the garage at the Monticello 
Avenue address by Bomeona .who 
apparently broke the glass of a side 
window, entered the place, and 
drove -out through a rear door some 
time Thursday night 

Thomas Morris, of 1489 Dundee 
Street, told police that a 1940 Sedan 
valued at $000 and belonging to 
Ethel Whitehurst, of 1451 Chapel 
Street, was stolen from East Prin- 
cess Anne Road and Chicazola 
Street between *i30 and 10 p. m. 
Friday. - ' 

Detectives P. W. Adams and T. L. 
Mayo are investigating both cases. 
1 In addition to the car thefts Hated 
headquarters, Nellie Lapping, of 

,0 Church Street, reported to po- 

that a tire tube and wheel 

taken from an Unlocked auto 

i-hlle the car was parked at 

Street- some time 



COMMODORE MERLIN O'NBHJ, 



Two-Day Session 
Opened Here By 
Guard Auxiliary 

With Commodore Merlin O'Neill, 
TJSCG, district Coast Guard officer, 
as host, visiting members of the 
district board of the Fifth Naval 
District Coaat Guard Auxiliary 



Comaudort O'Neill was the first 
director of the auxiliary and laid 
the foundation for the present ex- 
pansion of the horumilitary or- 
ganization. 

Among visiting officials was 
Capt. Chester Jones, USCG, now 
chief director of the auxiliary, who 
flew to Norfolk from Washington 
to lead a discussion of new and 
elaborate plans for auxiliary par- 
ticipation in post-war Coaat Guard 
activities. 

A simulated Air-Sea Rescue will 
be staged late today at Little Creek 
with airplanes and Burface craft 
from the Norfolk Task Unit partici- 
pating. Ueut J. V. Valliant, 
USCGR, director of the district aux- 
iliary, la training and boat officer 
for the task unit. 

The district board is made up of 
commanding and executive officers 
of the. six divisions in the district, 
headed by Commodore Gordon b. 
Ambler, former mayor of Rich- 
mond. Other members attending 
the meetings were E. E. Warren 
and George J. Flerrtje, Jr., Balti- 
more, Md; Frank L. Teuton, Wash- 
ington, D- O; Grancilie J , Le- 
Compte, Jr., Cambridge, Md„- 
Charles R Law, Berlin, Md4 Fred 
L. Bavsfe, Chlnooteague, Va- 
Henry D. Lowry, Richmond; Rich- 
ard D. Elhott, Jr„ Morehead City, 
and Roy r. Mayo, of Washington, 

Tomorrow's program includes the 
election m new commanding and 
executive affteers, ^^ ""* 

Throughout the wv the auxiliar- 
igts, most of whom were in the 
Temporay Reaerve, served with- 
out pay «q a part-time volunteer 
basis. Commodore O'Neill an. 
nounced today u*at as a 
appreciation for their 



Electric Power 
From Windmills 
Seen by Engineer 

Electrical power from the wind, 
the dream for years ot engineers, 

already is a reality, according to 
Percy H. Thomas, senior engineer 
of the Federal Power Commission 
in Washington, who spoke last 
night at the Pythian Castle to a 
combined gathering of the En- 
gineers Club of Hampton Roads' 
and the Virginia Section of the 
American institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 

Thomas deacribed In detail his 
Idea for such a unit, which would 
include giant twin windmills 200 
feet in diameter, mounted on 475- 
foot towers, and delivering 8,500 
to 7,000 KWs or power from a 20- 
mUe-an-bour wind. This power 
would be distributed over a wide 
area and would he connected by a 
ayatem of steam and water genera- 
tors, he said. 

A 1,000 KW outfit of this lame 

S»neral type already is in ope*a- 
on in Vermont, Mr. Thoma* toid 
the group. - 

The engineer already haa con- 
structed a scale model of the tower 
and turbine and has drawn com- 
plete plana for such installation*. 

Because of variation in wind, be 
explained, it would be necessary 
to generate direct current, using a 
synchronous converter to change 
It into ordinary 60-cycle alternat- 
ing eorrent. 

J. A. Rawls was named last night 
as chairman of the Virginia Chap- 
ter of the A. I. E. E. 



Sergeant Cooper 
Passes Physical 
For Police Force 



Former Police Sergeant A- D. 
Cooper has been found physically 
fit for reinstatement to the Nor- 
folk Police Division, Chief of Police 
John Fulton Woods, announced to- 
day. 

Chief Woods added that the 
actual time of Cooper's return to 
the force depended upon the former 
sergeant. He explained that Cooper 
will return to duty with the rank 
pf sergeant. h ; 

In July of this year Cooper re- 
signed to run against City Sergeant 
Lee T. lawler. He was defeated 
in. the August t>em0crafic primary. 
Considerable controversy arose 
over Cooper's return to the divi- 
sion, the Gf eater' Norfolk Citizens 
Forum issuing a statement that its 
membership had' "been Informed 
that Cooped was denied a chance to 
reinstate hippie^ -~7N*. brought a. 
prompt fltmlal~by the Chief '& 
Police who aaid -that Cooper had 
refused to *te>sia-af pa>slcap 
aminatlon as required by- civil 
service rules.- Cooper admitted that 
he had said he would not stand the 
examination, but several day 
changed h|s mind and went be' 
examining physicians and ' 
mark .of the testa -siv en him 
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GErtALD L. K. SLITH, with aliases; ^i^xi 



ft 




INTERNAL SXU^ITY -vG;._. j 

SEDITION 
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;5| ; U INFORMATION CONTMNIDg™.*^ 5 sr£«'Sl\^. 

*" * r3MtTr ^/kA/Wjlrf*?^^ hundred constituents, at which tw 

I f "* 1 he g ave a resume of his wpst coast activi- 

s. On Aumst 19, 1945, he held a small 
-r ^Ting at the Barlan Hotel in Detroit com- 
• -posed of the participants of the "Lonetary 
Congress" which was held in Detroit August 17 
to 19, 1945, and was composed of numerous 
nationalist sympathizers. On August 30, 
1945, SMITH sponsored fcm^TH GOFF in e 
rally of two hundred at Hotel Webster Hall 
in Detroit, having as its purpose the in- 
doctrination of veterans into the nation- 
alist movement. SMITH'S publications 
continue to follow the anti-Communist a ^ 
anti-Jewish line. He plans to hold meet V ^ !> 
ings in Buffalo, New York; Cleveland, Ohio, *^ 
and Celina, Ohio, on September 16, 18 and 23, 
1945, respectively, .and expects to leave for^tr 
Los Angeles approximately Septen^er 30, 1945. gV 
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(6l-70_55i..62^ 

Agent 1 

1945, 



818) Report of Special 
dated July 23, 
an. 




\ft 



Report of Special Agent 
dated August 30, 1945, a 1 
California. 
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DETAILS : 
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According to an article published in the Detroit Free Press, 
August 6, 1945, SMITH stated that he is planning a "mass expansion ,, of AMERICA 
FIRST activity as soon as the war is over, with operations centered in Detroit 
and Los Angeles. SMITH described these two cities as the "two most critical 
-cities in America." 




An article in the Jewish Voice of July 13, 1945, was 
reprinted by Subject SMITH and sent out under cover letter to his various 
followers. The article in substance ridiculed SklTH and criticized him for 
his various anti-semitic speeches. SMITH by the cover letter advised his 
various constituents that this was an example of what the various Communists 
in and about the west coast area were doing to deprive him of the right of 
free speech. He further stated in the letter that the Communists were using 
hysterical and left-wing Jews in an attempt to incite riot. 

It is to be noted that this article in the Jewish Voice was 
written just pri#r to his July 20 meeting which was held at the Shrine Audi- 
tori umh^tos^nge^sand was reported in the reference report of Special 
Agentfl pT One copy of the printed article as distributed by J? 7*^ 

SMITH is being Torwarded to the Bureau as an enclosure to this report and 
another is being retained in the Detroit Field Division file. 

whose identity is 
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On August 10, 1945* SMITH held a meeting of his followers 
in the Jade Hoom of the Detroit Leland Hotel. Prior to the actual meeting, 
SMITH had considerable difficulty in obtaining the room, inasmuch as after it 
had been reserved by a member of his office, the management of the hotel four; 
out that SlCCKTwas going to talk and subsequently canceled the reservation, 




After the cancellation, according to I p SMITH contacted 
ROQfift ' BALDVJIN at Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, seekffig advice as to his 
rights against the hotel. He was advised that inasmuch as he had obtained ib= 
reservation and had a contract for the hotel, that he could seek an injunction 
against the management compelling them to allow him to use the hall. However^ 
subsequently, the management of the hotel contacted SMITH and advised him if 
he would pay the one hundred dollars for the room he could have the reserva- 
tion as it had previously been made. In preparation for the meeting, SMITH 
contacted RALPH BAERilAN, the editor of the VJashington Newsletter, which is 
published in Washington, D. C. 



k*# 




- 3 - 






c 



»"t: 




% 



E'-:~ 



M 




%. 




(De 62-1126) 



On August 17, 18 and 19, 1945, Mrs. BLANCHB WINTERS, head 
of the various mothers 1 organizations in the Detroit area, held a meeting of 
the "Monetary Congress" at her home, 8127 £ast Jefferson Street, Detroit, 
Michigan. Those in attendance at this meeting were various nationalist 
leaders throughout the United States and various "money cliques.. ' j_ T he exact 
detai ls concff rnin fl t his meeting will be reported in the case of_ 

at al; SECURITY MATTER - G," Bureau file" 





Although SMITH did not attend the Congress, on August 19, 1945. 
at approximately 5:00 p.m. he held a meeting in the Barium Hotel in Detroit, 
Michigan, at which time he invited the various participants of the Monetary 
Congress to attend. At this time he praised krs. DAiOfr%fftW£EY, leader of the 
various .mothers' groups in Cleveland, Ohi^ and likewise acknowledged Mrs. LYRL 
••■tfAN fflfluNG of "VJe, the Mothers Mobi^^eScffor America" of Chicago, Illinois. 

I W vias a ^ so ^ n at tendance at thi^wggT lng, 

as well as other wW^Kn^^r^^^HRlisI 
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On August 30, 1945, SMITH sponsored KENNEI^' GOFF, head of 
the "Christian Youth for America." There were approximately two hundred in 
attendance at this meeting composed, according to informant, of people appro- 
ximately fifty years of age and over. Informant further advised that GOFF 
merely gave a resume of his life, which included the story of his conversion 
from Communism to the nationalist poiU^tfTvlew, GOFF thoroughly denounced 
Communism and especially named CLAy^v&LLlAiE, Director of the Peoples Insti- 
tute of Applied Religion, an alleged Communist front organization in Detroit. 

According to Informant HMP WILLIAMS has published a book 
entitled "A Faith to Free People," in whi?nbook WILLIAMS gives a review of his 
life and his connections with the CP. According. to informant, SMITH'S name i? 
mentioned in the book in several places in a derogatory manner and SMITH is 
planning to use this book in furtherance of his nationalist policy, pointing 
out the obscene nature of the book as well as various other defects in it. 




tag. 



A copy of the "Bulletin" distributed by SMITH pri«r to the 
meeting conducted by GOFF is being forwarded to the Bureau as an enclosure to 
this report. 




HAHTTFAINARU, writer for "The Worker," Communist publication, 
for the week of August 12, 1945, wrote an article in which CLAUD WILLIAMS is 
quoted as saying that the Youth for Christ Movement is connected with SMITH 
and is "Aimed at converting children to racial hatred and prejudice. T * **• 
anti-semi tic and anti-union. It is another HITLER youth movement." 



It is 
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In these letters SMITH generally follows an anti-Communist, 
anti-Jewish attitude wherein he is constantly chiding the Communists for their 
unpatriotic attitude and warning the American people against the "Red Menace." 
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In the July 11, 1945 » issue SMITH states that the Russian 
Army is occupying the eastern half of Germany and the Communists are systemati- 
cally murdering in cold blood the entire middle class people just as they did 
in Russia and have done in any country they have taken over. 
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The July 25, 1945, issue contains a statement to the^^ffej&t 
that EARVBROV/DER is being "ditched" as head of the CP and WILLIAM J^T^TSR 
will take the lead. He further states that the CP is organizing its under- 
ground cells in every county, township and precinct in order to be ready for 
revolution if the postwar chaos begins to develop, 

SKI TO in his publications contitmes to oppose theJEPC 
and the United States as far as her internat^rffial connections ajfe**conc a rned. 
He is generous in his praise for CHARLES A ^LINDBERGH, CARL H.' MOTE and 
Senator VANDENBERG of iiichigan, -whom he describes as "nationalist leaders." 

After the surrender of Japan he stated in his August 22, 
1945, issue that Russia knew of Japan's early plan to surrender and got in 
"just before the kill" to. get Korea. SMITH throughout his literature praises 
President TRUMAN in his dealings with Russia and STALIN, He states, however, 
that now that hostilities have ceased TRUMAN 1 s great task will be in saying 
no to the "Red Czar." 

Copies of SMITH'S monthly letter for July and August, 1945, 
and the July issue of his monthly publication, "The Cross and the Flag," are 
also being forwarded to the Bureau as enclosures to this report. 




To the Bureau: 



ENCLOSURES 



One copy of reprint of the "Jewish Voice" for 

July 13, 1945. 

Cne-page publication captioned "AMSUCA FIRST 

PARTY," dated August 6, 1945. 

One copy of a four-page publication captioned 

"Christian Veterans, Awake 1" 
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Enclosures to Bureau (Cont.) 




Mimeographed "Bulletin" advertising me a ting 

of August 30, 1945. 

Copies of "The Letter" froo. July 4, 1945, 

through August 29, 1945. 

One copy oi" the monthly letter for July 19, 

1945, captioned "The Battle of Babylon." 

One copy of the monthly letter for August , 

1945, captioned "Kill Him] Kill Him! Kill 

Him!" 

One copy of July, 1945, issue of "The Cross 

and the Flag." 



To the Chicago Field Division: 



One copy of a four-page publication caption?d 
"Christian Veterans Awake'" 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

THE BUFFALO FIELD DIVISION 

At Buffalo. New "York ; 

Will, by appropriate informant -coverage, cover the meeting 
at Kleinhaus kusic Hall on September 16, 1945 (this lead was previously set 
out by letter to the Bureau dated September 7, 1945.) 




WSTSTJSL'fl 



THE CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION 

At Cleveland t Ohio ? 

VJill, by appropriate informant coverage, cover the meeting 
at the municipal auditorium to be held September 18, 1945. (This lead was 
previously set out by letter to the Bureau dated September 7, 1945.) 

At Celina. Ohio ! 

v "ill endeavor to cover the meeting at the fair grounds by 
proper inforr-iants, (This lead was previously set out by letter to the Bureau 
dated September 11, 1945.) 
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THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION^ 

* At Lancaster, California : 

' ,? ^tl conduct discreet investigation through informants and 
other 
of 

Party. 

* At Los Angeles. California ; 

Will maintain contact with informants and report SMITH'S 
activities upon his return to Los Angeles in the near future. 

THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 

At Detroit, Michigan : 

Will continue to follow Subject's activities and upon receipt 
of information relative to SMITH'S trip to the west coast, advise the appropri- 
ate offices so that his meetings may be properly covered. 
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One copy of this report is being furnished to the Chicago 
Field Division for their information because of the close relationship 
between flfetflftBfltol end HOIiSK MA£RTZ vdth Subject SMITH. 



In accordance "with Bureau instructions, investigative 
reports submitted in this particular case are not to be distributed to other 
governmental agencies. 
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Thursday, Sept. S^MM^T 

Other Speakers will include Wesley 4E Swift, West Coast Leader o£ LosAngeles, Calif orn 

Subject of Mr. Smith's Address: 

The Postwar Crisis: Can it be Solv 
the American Way? 

Among the Topics which Mr* Smith 
will discuss will be: 

# The Problem of Unemployment 

# The Threat of World Communism 

# A Square Deal for the Veterans 

# The Future of Nationalism 

# The Mystery of Pearl Harbor 

# Is Harry Truman a Nationalist? 

# Will Sidney Hillman and the Co<| 
munists help Henry Wallace organi: 
a new Party? 

For the first time in Detroit Mr. Smit] 
will outline the program of the PRC (Pos 
War Recovery Commission) which, unde 
the direction of 15,000 key men, is organi; 
ing the Nation, seeking to embrace the be* 
in monetary reform, the Townsend Plan, 
Father Coughlin's Union for Social Jus 
tice, the Gl Bill of Rights, and other sen 
toOftliggal reforms, based on the slogan 

)J? , V "Drive the money changers out/' 

This will be one of the most sensationaTtneetjngs eftf* {^d^qgj^etroit. 

Mr* Smith is just embarking on an ocean-to-ocean nationwide speaking and con- 
ference tour. This will* be his last meeting in Detroit before December. i w . 

Mr. Swift's subiestawfll be: Christian Nationalism, America's Hope. 




GERALD L. K. SMITH 



jvir. Dwirt s sumectjsrni be: Christian ^Nationalism, America's Hope. 1 V* 
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STRICTLY C^H F^EKTIAL 
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Subject staged two meetings at Chicago 9-30-45, T^iy 
Hotel. Approxiuat* attendance, 300 at each aession. 
afternoon cession confined to repetitious address and 
»ade promiaes and threat* against the Communists and 
Jews, Threatened to expose TILER KENT case in evening 
session. Reiterated hisJSan Francijco_eTBnts and berated 
( U ^fi^JLl^^~^^~9f^:eBio~'Sm* newspaperl Most~of his 
achievements with Rational Congressmen and Catholic ' 
Clergymen. Evening session devoted to his conferences 
with TTLer KENT'S mother and claimed she had photostatic 
copies of reports from British State Department revealing 

facts of the TTLER KENT ease and the Roosevelt-Churchill 
negotiations. Promised an expose of the KENT case when i 

documents came into his possession. Introduced a new 
economic system for the American people, whereby an annual 
income of $5,000 would be assured for each family with $50 
per week minimum. Promised to present this bill to Congress 
personally. Unable to determine amount of collection. 
However, liberal supply of bills were placed in envelopes ri 

JT^^i?^ aa the ero * d entered the meeting hall. I 

MAXIimiAW ST. GJ50RGE, Chicago Attorney, on the platform V " 

and introduced to the audience which incorporated a liberal 
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Ar*^»OVED AND, 
FORWARDED 
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Mass rally held In Cleveland Public Auditorium 
Ballroom on September 18, 19U£ by GERAID L, X. 
SMITH. Approximately seven hundred people a££art&ed» 
Speakers wore GERAID L. K. SMITH; Mrs. DAVHFSTANIET, 
head of tw 'United Mothers in Cleveland; and %&u^~ 
WBSiJCT jffiBHJT of California. SMITH devoted his 
speech to berating EUG EjK&^&GAj), R eporter with the . 
ieveland IVes'^'^oHrtiriB^PJ^cSaX; demanded 
turn bTTYJJSMEN? from England; called for a 
complete investigation of the Pearl Harbor affair; 
berated Communist activity; and outlined his Post- 
war Recovery Commission Plan. Mrs. STANIET berated 
the number of Jewish people in the government, and 
Rev. SWIFT told of West Coast meetings held by SMITH, 
Closed meeting held on September 20, 1945 at the 
Hollenden Hotel in Cleveland. , Admittance was by 
card only. Approximately two hundred persons at- 
tended. SMITH spoke and covered the same subjects 
as in the mass rally. Oi September 23, I9h$ 9 mass 
rally was held at the Ifercer County Fairgrounds in 
Celina, Chio. Approximately four thousand people •: 
attended. Speakers were SMITH; FREDERICKVOBTER 
of Chicago, Illinois, National Chairman of the 
Christian Veterans; CARL REMOTE, Indiana utilities' 
owner and President^Kational Farmers' Gu4<ld; 
KENNETJfoiCFF of Iansihg, Michigan ; HARRY A^fr gflggk ^ 
Sajat Jjenry^. pii^ , America First vice" presidential /'liA\^ 
candidate in I9UU. The rally was held to aid in 
the organization of the Christian Veterans organi- 
sation and to o\rtliae';tlte3£DSt-3rar Recovery -Com- 

'* r ".. . '"• '■ — t-a — , •■-■■• : — 

- ■ " ■ ■ *" '»» NO* WRITE IN THREE RPACEE 



% 






CORIRS Or THIR REPORT 



£__£j- Bureau 

3 - Detroit (Enc.) l£\>j<*]A > 
2 - Cleveland . ^ ' °W^k »ES TBO YBD 

OCT 13 1964 




vflfcyy / 



S 6 NOV? 19* 




toi 



5 'OGT 19 '945 



m 



£ 



BECORDED 
A 



INDEXED 
-*J 



& 



;? , -';VV 







£■■/■ 



CV. F. 0, 

100-7U63 



mission Plaru 



' • - EUC - 



REFERENCE: 



;##Jtt 



Sureau File Ho. 62-Ji38l8. " V> 

/-. ■■-, ■. /, . ._ ,, y ^ 

Detroit letters to the Bureau dated September 7 
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DETAIISt 



advised that the following transpired at 'the meeting! i 

At 8tOO p.m., GERAID L. K. SMITH opened the meeting by the singing of 
" America". Following this song, Reverend WESIJ5Y A. SWIFT led the meeting in a 
group prayer. SMITH went on to speak, outlining generally his nation-wide tour. 
He advised that they were to hold a closed meeting on September 20, 19U£ in 
Cleveland and on September 23, 19h$, they were to have a mass rally at the Mercer 
County Fairgrounds, Celina, Chio. SMITH went on to berate EUGENE SEGAL, a re- 
porter for the "Cleveland Press" , for his attacking SMITH, The America First 
Party, Christian Veterans, and other nationalistic organizations. SMITH pointed 
out that SEGAL never attacked any Jews in his column. He pointed out that SEGAL'S 
; > reason for writing such articles was to obtain good money for his writing. SMITH 
also berated FRIE)A^IEGffCRTH, another reporter for the "Cleveland, Press" , for 
her articles on the United Mothers. SMITH also berated lALTERYONCHELL, the New 
Tork columnist, for his articles. SMITH stated that the nationalistic motto 
should be "WINCHELL in the gutter and LINDBERGH on top.* He pointed out to the 
assembled people that the war is now over and free speech had returned! that they 
should no longer worry as to what they said, and should feel free to say what 
they thought, 

SMITH stated that they were circulating ten thousand petitions in the 
United States to have Father COUGHLIN return to the radio. SMITH stated that 
now that the war is over, he expects a great mass expansion of the nationalistic 
movement to begin. They will soon be having big mass rallies all over. They 
have spent the past three-four years Buffering persecution, and the leaders 
have barely missed being Bent to prison* He now wants the Christian Veterans 
to organize and carry the torch. He hopes that the time will oome when he can 
etep down and the Veterans 1 organisation can oarry QQ. 

SMITH then called on Mrs. DAVID STANIZT of Cleveland, Chio, who is 
the local leader of the United Mothers, and pointed her out as one of his very 
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faithful aids. He stated that the type of people of Mrs. STANIET's character 
have made him able to continue his work. He reiterated that he had nothing of 
a financial nature of hie own, and In the event he should die, his wife would 
have but a modest insurance policy. He then introduced Mrs. i&V3D STANIEX. 

Mrs. STANIEY decried the advances which Ccmninism was making in this 
country and in the whole world. She pointed out that World War III was In the 
making. She then went on to list the names of many Jewish people who are 
presently in the government service. She made no further comment, beyond giv- 
ing their name and their position. Following that, she pointed out that the 
nationalists would have to put pressure on Washington because the Communists 
have put pressure on Washington and TRUMAN has veered to the left. She read 
a letter which she was sending to Senators IANGER and WAXSH, who are on the 
Pearl Harbor Investigating Committee. She called for the return of TYIER 
KENT to this country and an investigation of Pearl Harbor. 

Following Mrs. STANIEY, Rev. WESIEf A. SWBT of California spoke. 

SWIFT decried a Communist influence in California and especially in the motion 
picture industry. He pointed out that the issue of racism had been injected not 
by the nationalists, but rather by the lef tnrLng Jews and Communists in Cali- 
fornia. SWIFT went on to give an account of the meeting at the Shrine Auditor- 
ium in Los Angeles, California. 

At 9 1 15 p.m., GERAIE L. K. SMITH again took the floor. He pointed out 
that he had been In San Francisco during the San Francisco Conference and while 
there, he had represented twenty-one nationalistic organisations at the conference, 
While there, they had established a California headquarters at 1201; South Hill 
Street in Los Angeles. He then went on to explain some of the disturbances which 
he had created at the conference, and especially at the hotel* where the Russian 
and British delegates had stayed. He had attempted to have rallies at these ho- 
tels during the conference; however, the hotels had turned him down, but he had 
held meetings right in the lobby of the hotels regardless. He described being 
followed by Russian Secret Police, British Secret Police, FBI Agents, Military 
Policy, Military Intelligence, and Naval Intelligence, and as a result of being 
followed by so many people, he added that he had been the best-protected man at 
the conference. He stated that the whole San Francisco Conference was a phony, 
but that ha thought there were some victories won. He went on to berate the 
Russian Conmranist and Jewish Comnunist influence in California, and particularly 
in the motion picture Industry. He pointed out that we had won the war and got 
rid of Italy, but presented the victory on a silver platter to JGSEHI STALIN. 
He berated the fact that JOSEPH STAUN wants a loan of f6,000,00QP00 and that 
the government appearB to be in agreement on this point; but when he advocates 
giving each serviceman §1,000 in lieu of loaning Russia money, the people call 
him a demagog. He then went on to expound same of his economic theories where- 
by money was to be given to returning soldiers and very liberal payments to be 
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made to the aged and otherwise disabled workers, which money was not to be 
obtained by taxation, but rather through •«. matching of payments with the pro- 
ductive capacity of this country** At this point, SMITH interrupted the 
meeting to take a collection for the benefit of Ms organization. Various 
pieces of literature were distributed at the same time. 

Following the collection, SMITH stated he had been in Washington for 
the following reasons t ■ , ?'.-..'.'. 

The first one was to present an American plan for post-war recovery. 
He pointed out that you cannot beat the Communists with words, and you must 
have a plan. There are three ways out of the post-war period, either the way 
of the n big shots* , of the Communists, or the American way, which is against 
both "Wall Street and the Communists. He pointed out that action must be taken 
or within one year there will be twenty million people without jobs. A sixty- 
miHion-300 slogan is a hoax. 

The Federal Reserve Bank and International Bank must be done away 
with. Money must be put into the hands of the people. His plan, known as the 
"Post-War Recovery Plan" has taken the best portions of the Townsend Plan, the 
Huey Long Plan, and the Father Conffiln Plan. 

The second reason for going to Washington was to circulate petitions 
and present petitions for the investigation of Communist activities in the film 
industry. 

His third reason to be in Washington was to register a request that 
there be no whitewash of the Pearl Harbor incident. He stated he wants the whole 
"lowdown" on the matter brought to light, and that FRANKLIN DEIANO R0C6EVEEF and 
his wife expected the attack on Pearl Harbor hours before it came, but that they 
refused to let the high command know. SMITH stated, *I f m not saying that Pearl 
Harbor was not a sneak attack. It was. But R0C6EVELT needed an attack. n He 
pointed out that he had recently received information that long before Pearl 
Harbor, ROCSEVELT and CHURCHILL had had a number of meetings, and following one 
of these, Lloyds of London had cancelled all insurance on Pearl Harbor. SMITH 
called for a return of TYI£R KENT from London and called for KENT'S testimony 
at the Pearl Harbor investigation* --..;■. 

■ ■ - : - ■ •■'•."■*-. "-". '•"- ■ .'■'"■■■'. ' "-;■• ■ 

SMITH then went on to elaborate on his B?st-War Recovery Plan. He 
said that be wanted to take the control of money out of -the Federal Reserve Banks 
and put it back in the hands of Congress and the hands of the people. He outlined 
the salient points of the Post-War Recovery Commission 1 s Plan and the economy 
involved. He wanted all members present to take copies of the plan and organize 
small neighborhood groups to discuss it. These groups should be small so that 
they could always meet in homes and consist of no more than three or four families. 
The hope is to organize thousands of such small societies and after thoroughly 
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organized, they want to hold a national convention* The plan will take 
much discussing and organising, but it will be an answer to the Communists. 

He then invited the assembled people to attend the Thursday night's 
meeting, which was to be held in downtown Cleveland, although he refused to 
state the place, adding that the place was marked on the tickets. All persons 
desiring to attend this meeting had to call at ttie front of the hall and ob- 
tain tickets from one of the persons seated on the stage. 

Reverend SWIFT closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer. 
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H advised that he attended a mass rally held at the Mercer County 
i Celina, Chio on September 23, I9h^» This rally was held under 
the auspices of the Farmers 1 Guild. At this rally, speakers were, besides 
SMITH, FREDERICK ELS TER of Chicago, Illinois, National Chairman of the Christian 
Veterans; CARL H. MOTE of Indiana, Indiana utilities' owner and President, National 
Farmers' Guild; KENNETH GCFF of Lansing, Michigan; and HARRY RCKJRof Saint Henry, 
Chio, America First Party vice presidential candidate in 19UuB Bstated that 
the rally devoted itself primarily to aid the organization of tnenationalist 
Christian Veterans organization and SMITH'S outline of the plan of the Post-War 
Recovery Commission. ! o- 

The/*I)aily Standard" of Celina, Chio, dated September 2U, 19U5, con- 
tained an article concerning the mass rally, from which the following informa- 
tion was obtained! 

GERAID L. K. SMITH declared that America faced the immediate threat 
of being overrun fcv Connminists, and urged the organisation of the Christian 
Veterans and theirchristian Youth for America* He also spoke on his Post-War 
Recovery Ccinmismen. Approximately four thousand persons attended the America 
First Party anniversary rally. SMITH proposed a $2, $00 payment to all veterans. 
He called the labor-sponsored full employment bill now in Congress ■slavery", 
and denounced its sponsors as Communists. SMITH planned for the uniting of 
the Townsend Clubs, Cou^ilinites, and HTJEY LONG followers. A part of their plan 
will be a campaign against the payment of any interest on the national debt. 
SMITH called Pearl Harbor and the TILER KENT affair the greatest scandals in the 
nation's history. 
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HARR^RCWER of Saint Henry, Ohio presided at the owning of the 
meeting and defied the enemies to put him on the spot, GAR&TfefTE, Indianapolis 
telephone company operator and President, Farmers* Guild, received a loud 
handclap when he expressed joy at the death of President ROCBEVELT and praised 
President TRUMAN. Throughout the meeting, speakers attacked the Jewish people. 



ENCLOSURES i TO THE DETROIT FIEID DIVXSIOI — 

1* Two tickets to the closed meeting at the Hollenden 
Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio on September 20, 19U£. * 

2. One post card announcing the meeting at the Cleve- 
land Public Auditorium Ballroom on Tuesday, Septem- 
ber 18, 19U5 at 8i00 p.m. . 

3. Mimeographed circular with envelope entitled "The 
J>^urtain Rises" consisting of four pages and dated 

September, 1 Q U£ at Detroit, Michigan. 

U. Two-page circular entitled n TheNLetter n dated Sep- 
tember6, 1*5. '^ ^ .> / /j. i f/A 

5. Printed sheet entitled Steeds (£en flew^UT'S. / Drive \ 
Hollywoo^>Citadel« " . 'i\ 

6. Flyer announcing a meeting at the Cleveland Public 
Auditorium Ballroom on September 18, 19U5. 

7. Folder entities-Christian Veterans Awake f * 

8. Blank petition for getting Father COUCHLIN back on 
the radio* * 

9* Sheet containing four pictures of GERAID L. K. SMITH. * 

ID. One copy of the magazine "TBI^Cross and the Flag" 
dated August, 19U!?. #, . ./ ..\. 



11* Two copies of the magaaine "The Gross and the Flag* 
dated September, 19U5# ♦ 



[items marked with an asterisk were obtained at the 
at the Cleveland Public Auditorium. ) 
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Inforwation obtained thst SMITH apoke at Troth 

k Liberty Tewple, Minneapolis, Minnesota, en 

October 1 and 2, 19U5» ,»^ d that both meetings 

were sell attended with approxinetoly 750 la 

attendance at each meeting. Meetings were 

picketed by CIO, AFL, as well as ATO t CP 

and the SWP, but no OTidenoe of Tiolenoe* -'' 

Meeting »pon»ored by Boy* CO. STADSKUKV, 

pastor of Truth k Liberty Temple, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, and allegedly editor Truth k 

Liberty magasine* * 
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Mat** Ua» la treat of the Liberty sad Truth Temple at 2fcth and Seoone 
Jtpmm §outh* A number of known Stalinites were also noted in the plcfc**'^ , 
Um e»S in addition QBORGB FUTU.Trm of the iFL and BOB ITSHART ef the jWfW 
were observed carrying banners* Three pamphlets were being dlstrifeute^m^^?;£** 
the meeting on* by Friends of Democracy Inc, entitled *1 Report-^ lttianeepells*, 
whieh detailed the aotiTitiee of four Mlnnespolls clergymen, W. D^JHERBSTROt, 
fundamental let minister who is editor of the Bible flews Flashes i ' CVO* 

\ a fundamentalist minister who is editor of fcuth * Liberty^ magazine j 
[LEY, founder of the world's Christian Fundamentals Association, ana 
S>&AB^R, pastor of the River Lake Gospel Tabernacle and publisher of 
Sunshine Hews* A copy of this pamphlet is being transmitted to the Bureau 
with this report* 

^ Likewise a pamphlet was issued by OB0RGE PHILLIPS. ITSHART, 




\rklXIRX* Bditor of MIHHESOTA Labor, a 
%f Hennepin County Review, .MRS. MAKI 
Democratic Farmer-Labor Party, whose- 
prominent Conanunists. DR. W. J*JffitJYTEK , 
and Alderman OSCAft*tfLBVl* /I 





Communist, JAM 
, County Cha 
r MBKIPKL is one 
• •or, University of Minnesota, 



/A 

The SUP pamphlet was entitled "Labor is Opposed to Smith* and called upon 
the workers to rally to the SWP cause, and build a labor party. In effect* 
the pamphlet was an advertisement for the SIP group* ._ 



j'haH^KKl 



It was likewise noted thsJi^CLKKSSCTi LABOR, Communist dominated CIO paper 
tor the 8tate of- Minnesota} had a newspaper photographer present who took 
a number of photographs of the picks ters, which later appeared in MUHESOtA 
LABOR for October Jff 19t*5» /In addition to those previously mentioned. 
Sergeant CSOEG^J[Sj5io, a veteran of the United States Army who was woucded 
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9irutrral Bureau of Inwrstig^. 

United States department of luetic e 

Detroit, Michigan 
October 1, 1945 



Director, FBI 



O 

Re:x£ERALD L. K. SMITH 
(-'AMERICA FIRST PARTI 



PERSONAL AMD CQMFIDEHTIAL 



-ei it****** 



Dear Sir: 



INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION ^-j*^ r ' 7 





fortj^elow information obtained from 
andB ft whose identities are known 

ember^^TOk through September 28, 1945 • 

It was ascertained that Subject SMITH planned to have 
12,500 copies of his monthly "Letter" published for the month of Sept ember • 
It is further noted that this is a decrease of 1,000 copies from the previous 
month. 
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After SMITHS return from the west coast, he held several 
small meetings in Detroit, Michigan, and Immediately began to plan another trip 
to Los Angeles, California, In the meantime he was in contact with Dr. HARVEY 
y*SE£INGER of Cleveland, Ohio, at which time there was a discussion concerning 
'the book of CLAUDE^ILLIAMS, Director of the Peoples Institute of Applied 
Religion, an alleged TCoramunist front organization, Thekbook, the title of which 
is "A Faith to Free the People" was published by DKYDEwwJESS and could be pro- 
cured from any CIO Book Store. At the same time, SPRIIgeV told SMITH that the 
Jews had organized to such an extent that they had at their disposal several 
million dollars to wipe SMITH and others (Nationalists) off the map* 

SMITH was also in contact with EArSS^UTHA ED * of Chicago, 
Illinois, a jgell-known Nationalist follower, at which lAme SMITH discussed the 
*T. SMTT^dv^e^SOUTHARD that three lawyers, namely: 
and ■ ff we re in Washington at the present 

ng on tne KENT ease^^flS^Wd SOUTHARD that KENT is now in the custody 
of the London Police, who are doing nothing. for hiia« / 

On September 9, 1945, SMITH contacted FREEr&ISTER, a leader 
of the Nationalist Youth Movement in Chieago, Illinois, at whicn time they had 
a discussion concerning SMITH'S proposed trip to the west coast. At this time 
SMITH told KISTER that on his way to the coast he would plan to give a talk in 
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Chicag o, Illinois on September JO, 1945 « 
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Director, FBI 
October 1, 1945 



Ret GERAIDL. K. SMITO 

AMERICA FIRST PARTY - 
INTrRNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 



BAERMAN, his representative in Washington, D. C. SMITH told BAERMAN that he 
would speak in Buffalo, New York on September lo f 1945; in Cleveland, Ohio on 
September 18, 194 5 J In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on September 19, 1945, and also 
told BAERMAN that he was going to Los Angeles, California where he planned to 
conduct a series of approximately twenty meetings. 

SMITH has recently been in contact with several of the 
"Mothers' Groups" and especially has been in touch with Mrs. DAVID STANLEY of 
Cleveland, Ohio, #io wa3 arranging to rent a hall for SMITH, when he appeared 
in Cleveland. Mrs. STANLEY is a well-known leader of Mothers' organizations 
in Cleveland, Ohio* 

On September 27, 1945, SMITH planned to hold a meeting 
at the Northern High School in Detroit, Michigan, He succeeded in renting 
the hall for the meeting frorn the Board of Education and after this was made 
public, protests began to pour into the Board of Education from the Communist 
Party at Detroit, Michigan, and from other anti-SMITH organizations. However, 
after SMITH obtained knowledge of the proposed plans to picket his meeting, he 
immediately sent a postcard to all the people on his mailing list, pointing 
out that the Communists and their "ilk" would try to break up their meeting 
and urged each and everyone of them to attend. He stated that he would have 
plenty of police protection and that he would make a sensational announcement, 

SMITH endeavored to have the Detroit newspapers print 
publicity concerning CLAUDE WILLIAMS, above described, but was not successful 
in obtaining any paper to publish what SMITH wanted* 

In view of the above information, it is suggested that 
the services of instant Informants be continued* 

7ery truly your 



^H5.' 



■»* \flls 



very truxy your*^ 

R, A, Guerin r 

Special Agent in Charge 



I* 



-cow 









NTIAL 




i^T' 



jvs 



.B.I. TEtl 



ETYPE 



d 



nf A J 

\ 
i 



M 



v., 



URGENT 



r^OETROIT 
{/f\ RECTOR V H a E N J s. ?• : \ 

zero _ ■ .>-'VJ9-i 

_U_K.^€MITH f IS-Q. _^__^_^_^__^^_ 
]D|SCONTINUED i|-30 P.M. INSTANT DATE. LE" 
>N FOLLOWS. 



:rald 




Mr. Toll on 




Mr. JS. A. TAmm^ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

r. GUvin 

• L»dd J 

. Nieholi 

Mr. Ro*en 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. C*r»ou_ 

Mr. Egan 



Mr. Hcndop 
Mr, Panning toe 

Mr. Quinn Tamni_ 




«Bii 



^k 






8-31+ py ok 

RECEIVED 




8K 

C 



i?v 



QUERIN 

9-08 P.M. EST MMK 

ft* 






HA 



MTEIflEVlfW _JHJ1_~: 



-;1 



*//*/? 



, •*' 



ALL ItfFORHATIOrl CBKTAEO& 
HK^EIH IS UNCLASSIFIED :"■'.>> 
EXCEPT KHKRB SHOW. 
OTHERWISE 









BI 





afr/ji -# 



• V > •'.. L-/> -v' jfE ■'*'/' ' . * T K ■ ■*■'!**'<•. ■■ — -^ ■*■■ ■ .1* ' ■ * ' ■ If**- 

{ "-' ■ : 










.» WW%» >V' 






•M.H&-- 



>.~ : -V- 









.?# 








TEUeTYPE 
0CT24945 ^ 

tuiMi tv^kAv \» iNVkSTIGITIH 
|).l DEPARTMENT IT JUftntt 

CBMMUNiOATieNS SEGTfM 




CMS 





Mr Quir.r T»:n: 

san francisco 10-24-45 3-25 pm cms j 

Director and sac Detroit deferred . — ■ 

ADO. GERALD L. *f SMITH, AMERICA FIRST PARTY, I. S., SEDITION. RE 
DETROIT LETTER OCTOBER SIXTEEN LAST REQUESTING COVERAGE OF SUBJECTS 
MEETINGS IN THIS FIELD DIVISION, ALSO RE BULET OCTOBER ELEgJN, 
STATING NO ACTIVE INVESTIGATION DESIRED. UNLESS ADVISED TO 






NO COVERAGE WILL BE MAINTAINED OF SUBJECTS MEETINGS. 
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Ojj^ft Memorandum 
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BjJiEED ^STATES GOVERNMENT 



■fO*^ 



Director, FBI 



prom #1 SAC, Detroit 

subject: GERALD L„ K. SMITH 
/OAMERICA FIRST PARTT 

INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 
(Bureau Tile 62-43818) - 



* DATB: October 25, 1945 

ALL INFORM^ 5&NTM 

HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 

PATE t&/&M BY s£sgr #»< 



J>?i> 



Reference is made to your memorandum dated October 11, 
j 1945, advising that in view of the Criminal Division's opinion an 
active investigation of the Subject should not be continued. How- 
ever, a request is aade that any information relative to his 
activities should be forwarded to the Bureau* 

Thii 

that the pay oJ 

be increased frcsi tnirty-rive dollars to f if ty 7 dollars per mom 
By a memorandum dated September 24, 1945, the Bureau advised that 
consideration would be given to the increase after a decision had 
been rendered by the Criminal Division of the Department* 

It is requested that the Bureau advise as to what extent 

wheth er the services o 

l^hoJ^dJ^ft! , 

s case, it xnrormaht coverage is desired, 
consideration should_alaD_he_j^iven to the increase in pay for 

' -£« " 

~It is beMevg^^t SMITH'S aetirlties could be ade- 
quately covered byfl m&nd that the services of this Infor- 
mant would warrant tnerecomolnded increase* 
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In giving consider 
_be noted that the services oj 
►re discontinued 
Tscontinuance of these Informants, please refer to the 
letter from the Detroit Field Division dated October 19, 1945* 
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GERALD L. K. BOW 
AMERICA FIESS PA1TT 

<* your fUa 63-1136 



rZGLASSIFiED BYsPrl/f 7 ^/^^ 




Kafaranoa la Mdi to tout lattar datad Octobor », Wg, ffi^g, 

1. yon vara advlaad in Buroau nooornndwi of Octobor U, 1945, anacUTa 
instigation of th. tubjaot la not doairod. Tb. »putai f^'ii^TT' 
any infSrnation ooncarning Mth'a nctiTitia. ^A -j^ * ^f^* | 

ottontion. It it aridont, tharafora, that no action *™*^UonJj doolrod 
iathia^atur by tha Cri^nal DMoLom. tha aarrtcaa af paid infoimnta, \ 

aooordinfly, do not appoar naoaaaary and wndar ooonrata ooaawmioation 
bain£ adrlaad oonoarnlng tha diaoontinnanoo of 
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22, 1945, yon war a infi 
should ba dlioontinuod. v 
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and 



GOVERNMENT 



datb: October 12, 19hS 



15. TclSLltt 



AMERICA ftRST PARTY, et al 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 
STATE DEPARTMENT 



Reference is made to th e attac 
•office memorandum from 

'containing a request thflt WW UUreau supply for the 

State Department information on the above named and ten other 
/ organizations. 



in 





£> ?c^ 
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A review of the Bureau «s files reflects no pertinent information 
;; regarding the American National Patriotic Society. Blind summary memoranda 
**\ jfhave been prepared for transmittal to the State Department by our Liaison 
\ f J- k Section regarding the other organizations which are described as follows: 









Attachmen 



-**£merica First Party «, .+?'f-&^m -»/-*• 
^^Hmerican Defense Society, Inc. - _^ 
■p^tetional Civic Federation _ ^/u, t ^~ *' " 

112 Park Avenue, New York, New York * ' * 
— Rational Security League- /♦• <. >, «• -- / 

U5 W. Ii5th Street, New York, New York 
-Mothers of Sons Forum, Cincinnati, Ohio - t t /,,. . 
Regular Veterans Association - w '' t -^; ,; ] r .' 

1115 15th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C..'* 
XNe, the Mothers Mobilize for America - /^t, ,,-. ; . c w 
Xjjni ted Mothers of America - .</«<.->,■...■,, y 
'So^ied Patriotic Societies, Inc. . ' . VJ«.,.Ji ,...- 
^tJrder of the Founders and Patriots of America' _' J 
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WE. tHE MOTHERS. KCBIUif F: «» ftHPT pc* **<*• 




According to available information, Mrs, Barbara wlntarop, 
Ivaneten, Illinois, sat with * group of wwa at the 1* 3*Ue lotol In 
Chicago on February 16, 1941, for the purpose of organising s coordineted 
swreaent of oil Bothers group*. Iho records of the Secretary of the 
State of CUlnolo reflect that Certificate #10945, Articles of Incorpora- 
tion, was issued to "le, tbo ■others, l»bUUi for Aawrles, Inc.* at 
Springfield en March 87, 1941. 

Shortly after its organisation, thia aethers group aeintained 
an office at J7 ''oat Tan Baron Street, Boon J35, Chicago, and operated 
under the leadership of the following effloerei 

lira, Iyrl Clark Van Hyaing, 6110 Greenwood 'Avenue, Chicago - 

president 
Era. Iffl«y Paler*©, 104&6 South Leavltt Street, Chicago * 

fine-President 
■re. Otaoe feefe, 6209 South Laflln Avenue, Chicago - 

Secretary 
■re. lelene Johnson, 2)24 West 111th Street , Chloago 

Chairman of the Committee for Patriotic Action 




- ( /\U 




In the early scut of 1945, information was received to the effect \ 

that this organisation elaised a aamberahip of )$ 9 000 persona throughout j 

the United States of which 10.000 reportedly resided in Chicago, Illlnoie. i 

It was eta ted, however, that 1,000 women scathe rs In Chicago was sore nearly 

correct. Reportedly five or six volunteer workers wort engaged in distri- \ 

outing literature fros the organisation' a headquarters at 37 West fan Buren j 

Street, Chicago, Illinois* 1 

- ■"/-." " ' 

an election of officers was said on April 12, 1*4*,. ai.sM3k vianr 
■re. Tan ffjnlng was retained as President. According to arallable inf or- 
is t ion, lira. Tan Byning, lira. Oraoe Eeafe, Mrs. Elisabeth Hilling and Mra. 
Barbara Ylnthrop, representing the subject organisation in the siddle of 
July, 1941, sade a trip to Washington, D. C, for the purpose of protect- 
ing against the Administration's seaaures regarding foreign affairs. fes- 
portedly, tow. Billing, who was later Indicted la the District of OoiusbU 
for conspiracy to violate the Sedition • tats tea, and ambers of the subject 
organisation wars aotlrc In picketing the white Souse while In Tashlngton. 
In addition, sjeabera of this organisation reportedly, on Bey 15, 1941, 
picketed a hotel In Galea go where lord Halifax was staying, this picketing 



allegedly was In protest of the Adalnlstxmtloa's policy ef all sat aid to 

England. 



ift 








^ 




following the entrance of the Butted States into the war, 
this ©rganieation held weekly meetings usually In the homes of various 
members of the group. Beportedly, at a m*eting held on February 24, 1942, 
in the basement of the Masonic Temple at 7832 South Baton Avenue , Mrs. 
Agnea Vetera of Washington, D, C, mas the principal speaker. Mrs. latere 
allegedly Stated that a Saaret Sarrio* sum had tald her la June, 1*U, 
that there was to be a massacre at Pearl Harbor, Vooording to Mr*, latere, 
•a* tried to visit all the Congressmen and vara then of Pearl Marbor but 
no one would do anything about It. She also reported!/ Butted in her talk 
that inasmuch aa the United State* was at war, fomer president Eooeevelt, 
as tonmsnder- in-Chief of the Amy and lavy, aould be court-martialed for 
the a rime ef stripping our country of its defenses to asaiat foreign nations. 

On March SO, 1942, Mrs. Tan mining and Irs, Koefe reportedly ad* 
ArctflM the group making remark* *gn±nst the purchase of defense bonds, in- 
dicating that the oontinued purchase of bonds would prolong the war. They 
also reportedly opposed sugar rationing and drew up a resolution protesting 
such rationing* 

In* aubjeet or^ni action during March and April of 1944 report- 
edly held meetings every two weeks with attendance muglng from 23 to 125 
parsons. The speeches at these meetings generally urged a negotiated peaoe 
and were extremely anti-BritUh and anti-Administration in nature. During 
the eueceedlng months, the meetings of the organisation were attended by 
from 70 to 25 persons. Available info ram tion indicates that the same type 
of program was still being used. Mrs. Yea Byning spoke at each of the meet- 
ings. Her remarks usually touched on local politics and condemned the 
Rational Administration for it* foreign policy. A negotiated peace report- 
edly wee still advocated by the group. In the fall of 1944, weekly meetings 
of the organisation brought out an attendance of approximately 20 p# rearm* 
Allegedly, the meetings were directed primarily at getting out the rote for 
the Republican* in order to defeat the Democratic Administratioa which Mrs. 
Van tyning aeeused of planning to destroy America. In the early part of 
1945, similar meetings of the organisation wore oontinued. However, It ma* 
reported that the membership of the organisation had fallen off due to ad- 
verse publicity given the organ ieet ion by newspapers and mega sine*. 

The organisation told a Peaoe Convention la Chicago, Illinois, 
on June 12 and 13, 1944. nenortedly, there were in attendance approximately 
150 women from forty atatea* Available information indicates that a number 
of speeches were given in favor ef a negotiated peace and that the following 
revolution* were drawn opt > ' 






&*m 



JU Impeach the Preeldetat 



;.^*'V. 



t. !*•§ legislation to prevent measures wh*r*by th* returning 
soldiers will have t* pay tax** to support th* Baited 

Matlon* Rehabilitation Association program. 



■ •••■ '•-£>! : K"«i-'': 













3. Dana ad of Congrese what oar war alas ara 

4. Baamnd of the President and Congress why Gernany la at 
fault in tha preeent war 



In tha early part af April, 19*5, lateral tton was received to 
the offaet that Kre. Tan lining Intandad to ba present at tha San Fran- 
Ola 00 Conference. Ire, Tan Vyntag along with leadere af aararal athar 
a i« liar aethexa eTfanieatloas wara reportedly at landing tha San TmmiMm 
Oonf a ranaa ao that the ballafa a/ their respective organlaatlona oouid be 
and* known. It m raportad that tha organisation vaa Intaraatad in tha 
following aaiatai 

1* Tney daalrad to register thair abjection to the aar sine 
v and nausea af tha war. 

2. To ebjeot to tha un-Aaerloan oonoaaalana nada by foaar 
president Roosevelt, 

» ' ■ ■ . ■* "^*"'j -■ ■ . - . 

I. To nbjeot ta aeoxwt aonnitaeate made by foraar President 

looaerelt. ■ -<. '*...■' ..■-„. . ., 

4* fo present a resolution that peraona eighteen years of 
ago and over ba allowad to rota and that only those who 
advocate and sponeor war ba drafted for a ex-rice. 

The organisation reportedly began iaiuing a paper nailed tha 
•aossenU Toioe* In August, 1942. this paper baa bean published monthly 
alnoa that time, the flrat laaua of tha paper aontained four pagea and 
•arrrtedly 1,000 ooplee ware printed. In auooeeding aontbs, the paper la 
stated to hare groan in also, on ao&e occasions containing aa aany aa 
aight pagea* In February, 1943, It was reported that 22, $00 copies of tha 
paper had bean printed and in September, 1943, 15,000 aopias were printed. 
Ueually, ace ever, around 2,000 oopiea were printed each Month. Aoeording 
to available lnforaetion, tha paper la dedicated to "wholeaoa* politloal 
attaints trati on. Just and early pesos, battamant for aar boya In aerviee, 
and oontinoatlon af Qovemnent aa a Republic on democratic principles ■• 
the paper is raportad to hare ooneletently Maintained a atrong anti- 
Adalnlatration pollay and apposed an international police eye ten a a wall 
as international bankera. 

.■. ■* ■*("". ■»„#*• »■ a> "■ , ;■ "■':;'' 

1 . x • ' 1. 
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Daring fee year of 193* la Detroit, Gerald L. I. Smith 
founded an erptnisntlon known as the •Committee of to* Million". In 
this connection &• distributed * eonsldeiable amount a/ literature 
Assigns ting ths purposes at The Ootaeittee of Ons Million* as fellows i 

X* To rebuild th« spirit at America 

ft. To wipe out the last vestiges of Communism, smslaa 
sad fascism in sll foraa 

J. Xhe redefinition of ths American national character 

A* lbs installation of a now spirit In American youth, 
dedicated to ths smintsnanos of American institutions 

5. To issus a esll to farmers and laborers to resist 
what Is now known as an international plot to involve 
then in a world revolution 

6, lb rededioate the cltlsenry of America to the family 
altar and to the spirit of the ehuroh y _ I 



7« To seoure the maintenance of a well defined standard 
of American living 



/* 



Other literature of "The Committee of One Million " sought part* 
ieularly to stress ths activities of thi& organisation in eoabatlng Com- 
munist influences* 

With the coming of the European war in If 39, Smith shifted the 
poller af •*• Committee of One Million" to thst of promoting the cause 
of isolationism. In various places of literature distributed during 
1939. 1940 end 1941, he was reportedly especially critical of the Oors la- 
ment's policy of rendering assistance to th« filled Oovemmrte. 

t of ths United States tn- tiur ""* 



Sines the lnvol\«-»u» **. -*- «u>- ^— ™ •« — — , 
raportedly again shifted his polisy as wall as that of ■In* Committos of 
(he Million* to the direatlem of writlsiam against ths OoTsromenVs of- 

forts In prosecuting the war, am has mat suestlonod the nocesslty of 

jj j;~ — -wi nning the war, vat on the other hand, la various of his publications, 
gg S m wall as his pablle utteranoss, has soon oareful to lay strsas on the 

■Stu -necessity of ths people's aiding and assisting in everyway In defeating 



m. oimib 




i Mad? 



_ atowever, ha has advanced contentions that the Oovemment is 

lusing ths war as an excuse for depriving the public of Its just liberties. .• ^ 




enclosure 








|» i*» also freely roioed criticism apinet what he baa been disposed 
to characterise at the Qowemment'e efforts to reduce the Dai tad States 
to a mere entity in ft great international state dominated by (treat Britain. 

Bering tha summer ef 1942, ftwdth sought the lepublican 'aeaination 
for tha poaltlon of United Stataa Senator froa tha State ef Hiehiean. Is 
made a number af speeches and conducted quite an active campaign and ia 
tha priaary eleation reeeired approximately 120,000 rotea* although this 
aaa net sufficient for nomination, political observers were reportedly ef 
the opinion that 8aith had sade an unusually good ahewing* Bran after 
this defeat, Saith continued his eandida ay in the general election ia 
Jfovanber, 1942, when he projected himself as a write-in candidate, la 
was badly defeated in the general election, his following being less than 
that in the priaary campaign* 

Late in 1942, Saith publicly announced the Intention ef foraing 
a third political party on a national eeale, the proposed platfora for 
this party, as announced, was said to be somewhat aimUar to that advanoed 
ay Saith in oonneetion with •»» Cesatlttee ef too Million*" and it has further 
been reported that Saith waa hoping to gain support for his new party from 
aenbers of a former group, the ■America First Committee' • 

In zeoent Booths, Smith has been to***ing the coon try asking 
public addresaes on behalf of this party which he calls the "America First 
farty". In connection with his public appearances, Saith always report- 
edly pro fee see loyalty in connection with the war effort but frequently 
condoms the methods being employed by the Government in prosecuting tha 
war and ass arte that the QoTornaent is not representing "true American 
interests" in that it is allegedly seeking to aet ap some sort ef world 
state dominated by Great Britain, Saith aleo continues to publish his 
magazine "fixe Cross and the flag* which is reported to be devoted primarily 
to promoting the "America First forty" • 
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w iBBisa apasa warn* wwrwrn 

this arfanisaUan vas imzzpormZM sndar tht IsntiaraMji Law J 

of tba fttata of law lark an *a*wst V 19W# Its offioo It losatad a* \ 

15$ Fifth Avim 1a tar Ibf* City. Its of floors laslada a*>ort JppJston, 
Coalman of tb* BotN of ttwtoaa, UmVm #, lonjfclast Has Chalman, 

■^ "• Pwrl * M » T" ^:.:.. 

lbs Sotttty sporatoa as a neo-proftt nUnal patriotis 
organisation, hating far its ptvpcoa tba aduoaUan of tha sltlKons of 
tha Uniiad Statoa la tha and and laportanoo of actional Dof onss. It 
also conducts spools! studios ooz*orniiig IwlfmUan and naturalisation* 
Throughout tha |tir« It has strongly opposod Consnai as, II is son* 
political and goo sastsrUa* fharo ars no atlpulatod dusa, and ©ontribs- 
tlona ara antiraly voluntary although aasoslats aasbaxohlps mj ba porchaaod 
for H00 raarly, surtalalai saabsrshlps for ♦ JO* an* aotiva nainVariMas 
for |35* 
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fb« Soolaty has pdbllshad and distributed a noaher of pannhlsta 
in iha intorost of "Jaorlsanisn*. among thaaa ara *tha fiad* In *aariea% 
tap I. II* Sfcltosjr} "national Dof anaaS hy Gonaral Mm J* Parahing) "Tha 
Constitution «f tha felted Btataa af Josrlsa** i * "V 

In 1977 a aambsr «f paaphlats wars published an iba subject' ef^ 
Comaunist aotlvlties In %ba Ohited States* snang thaaa worst "la there 
a aaeoow h>tlit» f which ewUiasd Coaaonlst activities throughout tha worldj 
*Za iba O a wpla n io a of *aoiflsa Bedf% which naaed organisations opposed to 
v preparedness) "Idions af Revelation", whleh was a glossary ef words and 
X phrase* eonaonly used bjr Cw— wilt ttrfanlaattooaf and "Bat la ft a aa o a T% 
ahleh dalt alth iba «arbia« af dlalogral prgpafandUta. 

Zn 193S iba arsanls«tlon advaoatad laad«ratlaii raatrlatlana la 
tha tfeltad Stataa. and adoptad raaoltttlooa f*wix* raflatratlcn of aU 
allana 9 and daportatlan af tboaa lUaially la tba 9mu£*f m A strong 
V«V7«aa also aArosatsdj. ^ ■_._..-. . ^. ^ : ^^; ? ^. /_* ^ ■■" : - - 

la Iga tba "national aaUon CoamitUa* nas QB«aoUdatad 
W tb a Anarlaaa Dsfansa 8aaisV« tha ftatlonal aatlon Coanlttos nas srgai 
bj ttahard Wasnbani Child, a f omar *abaaaadnr to Italy* •»* »** 

As pirpO'Si' tba aatwf trtrai to ladnstyial and othny iw^aaiaatiaao 
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A poophlot ponlimhod by tho Merlon DtfttM ooelotar 4* 1*5 
odvoootoa tho l»UoKb« port** odllUrjr polio/ for th* *d»od ftUtoot 

1. ttdvorool otUWy toolninc of «r |«otlw 

3U A fei*hi/ troimd vognlor Amy «itb oury Branea of o 
flold Aroy ro prooonto d* 

% OrganlaoUan of outatondiig odontUta and nUttary 
atraUglata into an lndopandoot oooUnaiflg body to oooduot 
roooaroh and in»oatic«*Lan of oil f«m* of of fotno ond oof 



km naintoranoo of otroog pUoo of aHltary notorial* r oady 
for any o»aUnfonoy« 

f. Botontlon and f ortiflooUia of oil 

national Oof < 



4* ft r o oor tnUo n of iawriea'o proooat *?*riority on tht ooo 
ondor tho plan announcod *tij Mm Soorotary of tbo naiy» 

f ♦ Halntananoo of on off oetlvo ond op-tc-daU olr atty In tha 
Amy ond Rm, aaawlag ** oil Una* that «o aro anroaat of 
oil vm dovozopnonfca* 
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yxoa jup omens 

?aa Batloaal ftaooiltr teMTM w •rg**i*** la 191* by •% 
_ i Mm lea* City l**jar# vfeo eervad ao lie ^mtett tar 
tea jMn *tta«t eoapaaeetloa. la 1923 C. M. ftmtteld aaa *mmMm — ******** 
J. 1. HUw umi aa MKttUn eeereWjry for aaay ynn and in 1AI otatad 

that he and Oaaeral ftebert lee Ballard, prealdent of the orpnlMtKsu « 
the aalgrlad emoera, he rmlrk* |& per aeek and Oenertd Bulla** |d0 



week, the JOrst beaaVpartere aaa a* bj Meet b5th limt, Ba» fee* CAty, 
•Iter headquarter* oeeaalad by the M|«1iiUm have tow located a* 
1? ate* bfath Street, U iwt hm 8ii«i i and *$ vert bJfd Street. 



ffce mtUtrnX Security Xeag*, aeoavdlaf to its , __,, __ 

m a areparedoeae org»als*tlan end began advocating preparedaeee far 

mt la October, WL NOok** Vorld Iwr I tU atf aria vara directed to«tt4 
patriotic and a dditiona l earpooet and levari the aeppreasian of the radlaaX 



kctvnrns 

■ <" ■■ 

feUealag 1U ar g a n Uatlon la 150* the U**u« boeaae a actional 
o rg a nisation , with braaehea throughout Iba United Stetee. Zt cUlaed to have 
earthed ana aUUoa aaa la ana day la a parada advocating p«ep«redQee*. kt%m 
tha aar the U*&* advocated tba adoption «f the Conatittstlon M a eoapulaeiy 
etudy la the aabaala of tha felted State*. Progran* of education acre prepared 
far aaa la eanaural atatee aad tba ar g a ata a tt aa aUlaad %a have baaa aaooaaaftd 
Iff bavin* 1U pregraa of ooeptaaory teaching of taa Coactltutlon adopted la 



oaaHatiad and widely dtetrlbated eefatlag 
ml the alaa aad dangers of •Soolallaa, Bolahevlae, aad CoaanalaB, and 
advocating an ieeriean aaerioa and saraaaaat Jaatioa, ovdar« oaaaa and 
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tna X*a#w alalaad a aaaba tablji of aotaaaa 1^0,000 aad MKLda6 
adtb an addi ti onal aan barahla of 300,000 la a aaaaaU affUUto oroalaaUaa 
l aaa d la t a lr faUawlaf —rXd gar X. ]» U30 1% alalaad a aald aaabarablj of 
batmau 1^000 aad mJXKk 
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msMjnOj to amreprtrta aalOlflitgr 
jwifiriilw aaalla ■■uTTwil aw 



(* Jbaa X7, Utg, tta 
ay ttrs. Jl*m* llatara 




IW aitli too Mm 
aattHtlaa* klMw 
laaja* S» m afXort to aaaa it 
*lofe mid vaatoiat ito aollvltlaa 
ia an attaH U Mag aaauo a 
aaaaavatog laUoaal Daftnao art 



apaaaotad a talk 



•to alaod Mm feltod Stotoo ahlto and 



Saoarttp Uaaaa 
atoMa g fcaa , ». C, fa a***, 
« rafamd to aa aUaoad 

nan J*ri*t Batata * do* 




Sfc 




15-. E. A.Ti 



15". CVt4_ 

Ik-. Cott«y_ 

Iff. Ql»Vlfl_ 

Mr. una 
Mr. NJehSIT 

16- . Hoboi 

Mr. Trecy 

Mr. C»r9Dn_ 
Mr. Essen 



*t- 



fir. Ciurnet 

Mr. Hanoo n 

Br. Per-". in,~ton_ 

Mr. ftjinn T*na 

Mf. NB13B 



l Tp ' •**%»•' ±^o»fc*^4* - 






iCpiaop 



\ _ 



■:&lt*~. '*;"•!'? 




Ui lAIJCUttL GITIC 



October 12, 1945 

MMVmm CONTAINED 
"THK IC UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE_^2j^JYi^jK- 



Origin 

the IiUmiI OlTU F»d«itUM ws erg&aleed la lf» ay 
awatgoaery kflv, who bNiv Coalman of the bMttUit Connell of the 
ergaaiution and eoaUnaed to galea its MUvittu «U1 kit death in lf». 
It wae the outgrowth of tho Slti* federation of Chicago widen wae organised 
la 1893 by belay for the #«rpoee of bringing abont esnicipel ref era In 
Chicago* 

Ibo pre cldente of too organisation ware cnoeeeelTely Senator anreni 
A. fcnna, Anguet pelaont. Sot* Low, f • Broil t Uey, Alton 1. rnrkor, and 
Acting President Matthew Well* El km Boot one the honorary president froa 
1922 until 1927* fennel Qoapere eocene the Yioe provident at tho inoopUoa 
ol tho organisation* 

wpon too death of <m! V la 1939, Mack V. Meekc, brother of Mrs. 
cmaley 9 o widow, bocaaa tho Chairaan of tho laeomttve Oowaell* Mrs. leeley 
became Secretary of tho KxeoutlTc Ooenall* 

Meadquertero of tho organisation for oororal years woro aaintalnod 
on tho thirty-third floor of tho Metropolitan Tower In Vow Ibrk City, need- 
Qttsrtors wai subsequently nored to 35 east 44th ttroot and lator to 332 Madison 
Avenue. Since 1942, tho offioo of tho federation ha* boon at 112 Park Avenue, 
a ooabioation lining rooa and bodrooa aaod a* living %uarters by Kro. eeeley* 

purpose 

Tho announood purpose of tho organisation la to •nook tho eolation 
of eoae of tho groat problems minted to pelltieel, aooial and industrial 
progress. It prorldoo especially for discussion of e,uesti©n* of national 
Importance and aid* In the erystalisatlen of tallfhtanod pabliQ opinion and 
proaotoa logiolation whon doalrablo. It woo tho pionoor in bringing together 
In one educational aoTeaeat repre sen tatiree of the throe groat forces of 
capital, labor and the general public. It eeabato all ferae of radioallaa - 
pacifism, Socialism, Common! sm, Molahevlem, Sealsa and Anarcaisnj and advocates 
evolutionary rathe rtshan revolutionary procedure." 



Activities 



*te 



i -■ 



Daring the later 20*s and early JMU the organlaaUon strenuously 
£• ?*rwi?Jfht against Aaorlean rooogalUoa of loTiet Susaia, and not only waaaadod 
* : ^ r-^iwa^ to ovtXaw Ceanuaists la thia country bvt propoaod a national enonoalo 



S: 2S£=snnlnrenoo to establish a world boycott on Soviet Muscle. It •apported 

" "S-==oonXoroneoa on trunta, the foreign polity of tho waited States, immigration, 
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laanlar Tatar*** i!N«liU«i U rajiariad t* aaaa avftflaatai 



la lt*a, «t aaiaa itMliwi kM m %te itfiUr tad Maaalad aarviaa 
aaaoeiatlaa alta ****&**%*** la taa fWt*r »*iUiag, laaalatW %\ •• At 
«*% ttaa, f^pkU I. 1. IiIbm, Dm flu, aav/traa/, aaa aH*«a«ly t»* 
- *__ *_ *._* . . . *. af JaaHXaa, - 



Cft aa aalar -la-Calaf, BaaJaaU Mini af lfaitlar, Kaatwftr, Mitte 
Uaataoaat CM mjg fa tfhUTt tarry DMltt af VatfMagWk *. C. ma rapartad 
aa aa *a>ta»t OiBffil aad J. ». tteindraa, 7*4 ttath StraaL B\ 1\, aaaUaftaa, 
••C«uUi aff 1*1*1 rapraaaat***** U taa fatcraaa i^ilMmiNu 



Im Oei^r, lfX, mr|wlw^» *f thlt »m«UUw aaa madartakaa 
ay aa* *altar JftaWL iU Owataat Str»*t, Claraadoa* flrgiai*, aft* bid aaaa 
Bttlaaal G«Mo4ir. rh* arfudaatlaa taan aad aparaxlaatalr alarfcy TBiiiri 
aad «** aaparaBtly * aala araatiaa of talUr Jaaaaaa* Baaaaaa U«mmI 
aatiaaal U aaaaa aad Jaaaaaa aaald Mi aaaa * daflaita aaad far ita a*ap*ra-» 
tlaa im praaaBtia* al*Ia* «M la aaalatiaf ta adjadUatlaf aataraa* 1 alaiaa* 
raaecaitiaa *m daatad it by to* T«t*r*&a adadaiatrfttiaa U 4 ******* vm> 

Jraaad Varca, 1935, **a mafaUr aad tlaaalad Sarvlaa Qrt*nl**U*a aaa 
aaaa*** t* tht ftatalar m*r*£* Aaaaclatlaa, IM araaact aaaa, sad ay *#rU, 
1995, it elalaad 2X2 pald-«p w«Uri. a> aaraabar U, 1936, iht tr^nluUM 
alaia*4 a aa bara ala af 1,400 with a «laa-4*r*«d analogical aaafearalilp aparoaaMag 
aatiaaal amp** fa* JUgolar ?*t*r*aa j**ocl*tloa «m fraatad fcaayarary raaafaJ 
tloa ay taa Yataraaa AdalaiatratUa aa a***aa*r U» 19)4, ***a «• fradarlat 
taasar, K«*t Mil Chorea* T irgiaia, at rapraaantatlva* 



fait araaalaatlaa *** faraally aad atraaaaatly raaagaiaad aa Aajaat 10. 
1938. a? Ibt Tttarant AdalaUiratioa aadar ta« aravlaiaai at aaoilaa J00» 
AtalU 8U af %*a ftavaato-rftarta GaagraM a^pravad Mm J9. TO4* 1% taa 
%ia* 1% fUad faraal aaaliastUa aa M|ut } f 1«>8, it alaiaad U aa* 
aala af a # t5a aaaam. 



IhlA arsaaitatlaa aaa iaaaraaratad aa aarde U, XWt **9******7 im 

L«t 
Karl Oardaar, 



taa Piatriat *t CalaaM*. Xa if^o, taa Katlaaal Caaaa a da r aaa'rapartad U aa 



Karl Oardaar. la* 11 r*rk tt*«t, a*r f«rk City, aad taa raaafaiaad ragr aaaa%» 
tlva ta taa Tataraaa iaalalstratlaa aaa aaid ta a« 4. Carl Wait mt laahlagtaa. 
». C, taa faUaaal Qaartaraaatar aad tarvlaa ^ffltar %t taa argaaiaaalaA. 
tar *• ta caad # fid faltaa 9\r**> m\ »., Vaaaiagtaat 9. C aaa faraarfar 
fatiiaaal Caaaaaaar aatlag baaa alaatad iaf #«V# tin* W^ 

■■■ "■ ' ''*'*'. . .' .""■'■ ■'• . - ' ■ * :: ' ; V' t -' r: *V^ \Kj «L~ " *+ *" 

taa anrpoaa af tba araaaiaaaiaa apaaraatlr i* U fa a faatai aaa aaaiat 

iwtaraaa af taa iaamlar ana/ # ft**, aariaa Oarpa aad Caaat fear** aba aava 

E" ?5*rif*«* ••» n» U aay af taaaa aarrlaaa. Ita r^*«* li alaa ta aaaara 

£■ g^j|gBlattaB aad ta c1t» athar aaaUUaoa ta olaaa taU grwa af ragalar aarviaa 

S: SI*™**"* 1 *■ * aaaitiaa at laaat aa favaraala aa taat pvn ta aar aataraaa 
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tha Bothers of Sons Forum, which ii also known as the "Mothers 
of Sou Forum of Cincinnati and Korthern Kentucky," was reportedly founded 
1a October, 1939 , by women with sons of military ago* neportodly it boo 
boon engaged In isolationist activities and is known to have been aotlve 
In Cincinnati, Ohio, ainoe June, 1940* *t first it appeared to be a bona 
fide isolationist organisation bat later activities allegedly aero directed 
toward severe criticism of the administration, the publication of rigorous 
anti-British propaganda, and In abvembor, 1941, It was alleged that the group 
had dwindled down to a saall nuabar of anti-Semetie woman mho were anxious 
for Xngland to lose the war at an/ cost. Certain of its members have parti- 
cipated in trips to Washington, D, C, in conjunction with such organisations 
as •Women Oil ted" and the "America First Committee."' 

At a meeting of this organisation in lovembcr, 1941, various members 
are reported to hare bees oritioal of the President of the United States, 
various Senators, and Wendell aXllrie alleging a tie-up between these indi- 
viduals and the •Tews, The members are reported to have disapproved of sending 
troops outside the boundaries of the United States and in pursuance of this 
policy they allegedly consistently opposed the draft bill as wsll as the 
extension of the Selective Sezrioe act and the Lend-lease bill. 

PKQAlgZatlQB 

In Ootober, 1940, the officers of the leathers of Sons Forum were 
said to be the following! 

Krs. Fred Droege, Jr., •resident 

sirs. Josephine Mahler, Ties President and 

Beoordlng Secretary 
Mrs. «, J. Jbnannlgman, Treasurer 
Krs. B. C. Kelson. Corresponding Secretary 
Irs. Frank Mahler) ■- ~~ZZ'+~~ 

Irs. J. 1. tuwe J Board of Hrectare. 
Krs. a- #. lavell) - 



u — Vf 



Zn February, 1941, the' officers of this organisation ware 
to be the following! 
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Mr. ttondo n 
Mr. Pw.ington 
Mr, 9UB) Twb. 
Mr. m*at 
Uimm Mnt&Z 
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follomlngf 



Bthal Croon, Frsaidant 
Mra. Bumotta Oausapohl, Boglstxmx 
Mr*. Joaophlno Mahlor, ft«« Froalaont 
Mrs. I* J, Jonnahl ngaan, froasarar 
lira. 4. I* Ihoaraan, looordlng Soo rotary 
Mr*, lobort I* Lsvsll, Corresponding Soaratary 

Xa lf43 tha *f£lftrt sat M^in moat uUti vara aald to bo tho 



TO 



Et-J. •.':'■' 





BTs. Itnut (fc*inda ft. Bangs, rroatdoB* 

Mrs* Sadis JUrx7, Tioa Frosloant 

Miss Mrrl» f Corresponding Soaretajjr 

Kra. Louisa Brusor, aVsoordlng secretary 

Bra. Anne IE. Lukan, treasurer 

*re. A. 0. Beijten, Chairman, lays and Means 



Goonittee 



Aflttn aembere Include Bra. tthel Oroen, Borth College BUI* 
Ohioj Mr*. Josephine Mahler, Mr*. Arbogast of Jbrt Ihoaao, 
Kentucky, Mr*. Bagner, Mra* Josephine Mueller, and His* 
Laura Benge, daughter of the rresldeot. 



Zn 1943 the address of this organisation 
XU test it. Clair Btreet, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

ACTIVITIES AMD IfBKBKRSHI? 



mas that of lis preaideatj 



The total number of members is unknomn bat it is probably relet irmly 
ill* From attendance at mmetinge the membership may bo oatlaaWd at between 
50 and 100, the else of tha organisation noeecearily limits the aoopa and 
variety of ite opera tiooe, widen way bo dlTldod eonTenicntly into four 
eetegoriesi 

JU Membership aeetlnga. Begular meetings aro hold la tho 
Oibson fetal, Cincinnati, Ohio, twice a month, da 
average attendance la between 40 and 50. (Utaiders aro 
ebssrred at thosa meetings, although attendance la sup- 
pose to bo lladtod to members- Bach mooting is opened 
by tho alnglng of tho •Battle a>mn of tho Bepublic," 
alnoo too offloora of thla organisation oonaidor that 
tho Bational anthem which mas formerly uaad has boon 
ohangsd and expurgated to suit forolgn Interest* and la 
me longer •truly kmrlm*** 

a, Lobbying. follUoal lobbying la a speciality •* w»i» 
organlsatloa and la conducted either by Litter ar la 
moreen, fleketlag allegedly mas resorted to la B Vi em be r, 
2941, when a group demonstrated bafora tha hoadqaartara 
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of Baadloa far Britain In Cineiiiaati, Ohio* reportedly 
ahoaUaf , ■Qwrehill la a Jew. Sooeevalt £■ * #ea, art 
tola la a mr of Jaalaa eapltaHel** 




P*lia Meetinge* the er|«aleatien baa bMD ullvi In the 
putt in topporUac ai tear fty attendance at ar aetoftU/ 
epoae&ilnc mxtmm pealie aathexlace, eaaeUjr Xeetorae ay 
*ell-feaov& IndlYldaela aheae viae* art la relative 
with it* 




fttellcatiene. thla la oaa of the seat iaportant fenetiena 
of Wit erganleatlont Besides aleoaUaneoua aaVarlal Uka 
'throaeamys* and posters, reportedly having deolded eiae, 
this organisation la alleged to feve lasted In If 41 a 
bulletin entitled *P * ••■ Ihia poDliestion la said to nave 
adopted a defeatist attitude, fte •BaUatta.» hovever, of 
tha aethers or Bona fonm la the ottleial pebUo*Uoa af 
tamt arseniaatloA* tMa "Bulletin* la elained to ba tha 
resalt of tot eonaihed af farta af ear vaabere of the w&x&- 
nation who eaooe to oontrleate to it* It la iesaed every 10 
or X2 days and la eoeposed af tare* to fire pages af eeptloaa 
and aoaa tises aaaaUa ermelaa and eppvara in ataeograph 
Xqt** It would appear that the distrlbatloti af tha •Bulletin* 
la Halted to a relative!/ few copies, there la evidenee, 
however, that the "Bulletin 1 doea find readers outside tha 
■oeberehlp and ©sfceide CinainnsU, Ohio, proper* It bne been 
reported In elddletown, Otuo, and hae gpo# a* Ur afield ae 
Dee Moines, lows, and Seattle, laehington. 
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-nigg fffiWPC TOMB. tffgW**TO 

fbi* amlaatlan had Jta InoapUon a% a patrtatla 

aaapioaa oTSTtwwnjr Social and atfcar or**rdoattaaa* to' 
19»# ***rV patriaUa aoolotUa aith % oonfclnad aoabnrahlp af al* 
■HUUm throo*ho«t tha oountry «ora laeerpomtad nanar tha 1m of 
ft* fertc aa «tha ilH** Patriotin SocUtUo, Xnoorpcratad', tha 
anowmoad parpoaa bain* to appoaa ranlanUan and molatloiiaiT 
doetrlma, «nd to davalop 4 ao*Y-tfcanalf a ayato* Car to* 41ataatn»» 
tion or knoalodga of Aaarfeaa jrlaoiplaa and institution. Ancatg 
tha lnoorporatort vara John 1. ?oorhia t Froaldant of tha Board at 

BaeroUr/ of tha Booaiy Biaaioaj CoXeoal VIXUaiTA* Slnpoon, Ualtad 
BUtoa Arny roUradj Major BArard Batavood af tha Salvation Aanyf 
and Dwirfat Branan «f 55 BroaA^y . Baa tork Glty # Oulra&n of tha 
orgsnitatloju Boa&Tartar* of tha ar g at daat l ap ana aalnUlnad at 
9S Xtfufcaj in Haw To* City* 



_ tha aoeiatlas Jaalndod bfthiMi ag«M%i« «»~ 
tha folloalnir Colonial Baaaa of Aaarloa, PatrioUa Bo* Xorkara", 
the Aatrioan Lagian, fttwary Kitalon, Bronx County Kojx&Uean Ccandttoa. 
Chlnaaa-Jatrlaan Cltisana alli&nea, Dughtora of tha iaariaan n**oh>- 
Uob, OftngxUra af tha Onalmatt, Dat«ht«ra of BaUand Banna, fm#»not 
Sociaty, Lav and Qrdar tktloo of Mm Xorfc 9Uto, Uwp* of 76r*i«n tern 
CiUaana, Kayflonar Oaaoandanta, Baa Tern BUtorloal Soaioty, Solvation 
Jaoft Sana of tht naariaaa HrroinUon, and Tan**ny Soolaty, 
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- =** ENCLOSURE 

to a approaa **BM**m 
)af c a^aaaqro ta 
&|^laioartala 
af tha ftKliafc 




tha ari«ijial program af tha or 
aotor a pariad af ton ymra, and iaaXadad 
adv«HiaiA8 in farol4« U&zm&m $ tha i 
ra^ilra f oroijBi langoaca n o wp a p oro In 
oarta of tha an Uiaati an in Cr^lotu tha haw 
langnajo la ftraitfi nam fanlBaa, alaln* tha natwallnatian oawta 
in inpraaalttf an tha nlnda af aUana tha *nport*noa of haaonins inn 
oltlnana^ and tha adroaption af tht nmlntananoa of an **j and Barf af 
•anffioUot aUa to protoat tht nation malnat any noaoJhlo nprialai of 
Olanant a in tho onltod BUtaa anlab natOxl doatroj V* *Am and at tha 
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aanthly aa-aUnga mm told It tfat araaniaatlAQf aafava amiaa 
apaakara af national lapertaaca diamiaaad attUn of lataraat U tha 
mnrnp. In 1925 tha arfanUotlon adfooatod lagUUUon raatriatb* 
iami&TaUon and rwpdrlj^ all aliana to rafUtar* la *4*r to aid 
iaatgroiion af fl«Ul« to daport Uwm Ul*c*Af in tha aawftt7« aa »aU 
aa to protect tton hara UfaUy • 

2b 1928 ftrtrfii iwwn, ana te4 aarrod aanttanaaalor *• F*a«iaaHt 
•f tt» arfanlcAtton, aUtaad to rapraaant family tlitit Lilian — abaw 
•ad at that tlaa atatod tha a u a BUat lan ted laad * aaapaS*i aialart 
Satlat propaganda for ton yaara* 

Bactadn* aboat %$X! tha ittagaUai vaa aada that tot Alliad 
Patriotic Soc U Uaa, Iaoorporatod ana «nU^taiti« and aaaaanat faaatat 
in natta-a. Zn 1W it aaa allatndl/ affiliated atth tha Jaarianft 
Coa li tion SoeUtTf raportadV antWaaiah and ontt-Vew Deal* On 
■aroh JO, 19*5, ana aaator of tha board af alreetera af tha allied 
Patriot!* Sodatlaa. Incorporated atatod that he f alt am that there 
had been mom nasi infiltration la the Seciety, tat that the $esi*ty 
fed to«n doraant alma tha togUnlac af lftZ* Ba atatod. •*• here at 
Uat avakened to a parU ebleh aa 1 ee» It aUl to ejalettjr reaored 
ahoald it appear again ahon in* Seriaty raaa a aa 14a eetlvittee, If 
It ooea reeoee** 
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October 12, 1945 



OHDKH OF THE FffJsTKRS 4BD 
ImTEOTS OF AMERICA 



ir.'^Sfc 



*'*r* 



the above-ZBsod organisation Is sold to be * patriotic group 
with chapters 1a various scattered states. Its «ssfeirafalp Is United to 
Aneriosn citlsene *ow llutci con bo traced to Ansricftn colonists prior 
to May X3 f 16J7 or to o patriot who oorvod the country daring the period 
Cron 1775 to 1783- 

In fey of 1941, a patriotic accting was bold in the Chapel of 
Princeton Goirersity in lor Jersey vnder tho Joint auej&cee of too 
patriotic eoeietiee in Boo Jeraoy. the following nened organise ti one , with ©there, 
were aeons those who pertidpetedt 

Vow Jersey Society Sautters of tho Anerlean Revolution 

Society of layflowar Descendant* in tho State of Bow Jeraoy 

Be* Jersey Society Sons of the American BoTolation 

lbs Bow Jersey Society of the Colonial Danes of Aaariea 

The Huguenot Society of Bow Jersey 

Society of Colonial 3f*rs in the State of lew Jersey 

Sons of the ftrrolution, Sew Jersey Society 

Order of the Ponnders and ftotriota of As*rloa 
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iffSoSlSfc CONTAINED 






^CUtOCTD AID KgTOaT 

Bit inUtaid avtoaiaatioa, alao kaoo* aa too «ttdtod aathora*, 

«m feu** ia tho aarjy yvt «r 1940, ay *». ftww i. »t*»iay a»d 

aororol othor mm rooldoot* of cUvtlui, OhU, Zaitially tea groap 
*&* kaowa m »tfco tMaghtora of OmU 8mu« aro. Stanloy »■« ANiid 
Prooidont of tho arganiaatioa and m aaotatod la Mr datloa ay 
FhiUi* ttoaroal a* ttao Froaldaat, 




."c^: 



TORP0S1 

aaoordlag to tho aaao qnaoao ato of tho orgoalaotloa, lto g«Mril 
ptrpoat vat Mid to bo that of 'proaorvlag •» Caaotitatioe and 11m 
AaoriOAn form of Oovaroaant aad dafondlag It nhonoror and whtftvv mond 
to attook froa attain oar aordor»« tho grata, aooordlng to lto ooswUtn* 
ttoa, woo aonoootorlaa, aoQpolitleol, and iopoodoat financially npan 
Voluntary oiipport. lto toll to aowboro voro aothoro or other vonon #10 
aubacrlbod to tho obJoctiToa of tho arganiaatioa, AooooUto aoaboro oon- 
olotod of haabanan, fatfcoro, arotaoro, aad frieadt of isUti aoaboro aho 
likewise ooboerlbod to lto gonero! purpooo* and oajoetlToa. 



ACTIVITIES 
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Tho flrot program of any conooquoneo partialnatod la 07 tho 
thot of Interpooiag vary otronaoua objootlona to tho 5oleotiT0 
Training aad Sarvtoo ant* Tho group diotrinatod oonotdorable literature 
attacking tao theory of ooaaarlptloaj aad a nanbor of tho aoaboro of tho 
organUatlon partlelnatod ia a •aarah aa faaalagtoa* at tho ti*o tao 
Selective Training aad Sorvlee Ant van being oonaldorod ay Cengroeo. Thane 
nonhoro, togothor aith othor vonaa* ropartodly yartlelfatod la a •Bother*' 
vigil" at tao Soaato daring tho tin* tao SolonUm Training «nd Sonrtc* Ad 
vao being tooaidorod ay that aranoh of Oengraa*. '■/ > _ J — 




Shortly *ftor Aaorioa'o iBvelvonant la tho oar tho groan altera* 
lto program aad dlrootod lto arltlalani to tho nraetloo of atoUeaiag 
aaorloaa aaiaiora la Qroat IrltaU aad othor foiato aat dirootly la tao aar 
aoaoo. Xa too a^rlag af 1942, tao aaaaorohly of tho tr*9 •!»• diroatad 
oooaddorahla arltlatam toaar4 toariam'a vrogram af aoadlag largo «aantltloo 
msvpUm aad aaalyaat to lto AUloa. 

Taa argaalaatlaa aa a afcol* vat aonal dorad a atraag aappartor •t 
flarald L. I. aalth mt Dotrol^ # Hotdgaa, aad aponaorod aovaral rallioo at 
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vbloh 3alth an tho arlaaipol apaakor. U 1*43 tha #7©ap awa appoaad ta 
MET ««r2d oooporaUoa oa tho part of too oaltad *Ut«* # favorad laaUttoalaa, 
opposed Preoidoat leoMwlt'i fourth fam, Km Deal *saialatratlon, ted vu 
•aid to he highly aatl-aealtle a»d ati-Cii uloltj. the ergoaiaatioa 
Maintained of fleee at the AreaAe BeUdlac im Civrelaaa, Ohio, nd tar the 
■oat part eeitght ta tarry out Its profrea aad neHetee through the aletriatt- 
tlon «f literature end torou** the aedlan af Melding meetlnga «t varloaa 
Interrale, The literature printed by the group eas dUtrlbated through the 
Mill to ▼arloue QororsuMisWl of flelala and to approTl aatcly l,0OD perai 
vhoeo names were oa lto aoillag llet> the penile aeetlngo reportedly 
aesuned any considerable also and voro generally attended ay the aoaborofalp. 
Reportedly Many of tho progrsme of the group aad auch of lto Utoraturo voro 
based oa tho writing* and ototoneote of Reverend Ohorloo Ceughlla, 2a 
addition to lto oaa literature tho orcoalooUoa at lto eastings distributed 
•Tbo Croee and tho ]0*f published by Gerald U I. faith) •Taat-O-araa*, 
reported to bo tho organ of tho CoaotltatloaaX Bduoatloaol League of Joseph 
Xaapj aad the publloatlono of Pot J. darner of Wichita* Xansae, aho aao 
mm of tho individuals aador Indletneat ia tho aodlUoa oeneplraey ease of 
V* 8. *e. Joeeph S. mffl.Hl**** A newspaper espoee af tola organisation 
pointed oat that the organisation dlotrlbutod tha leaflet •RooeevelVa 
Jewish Ancestry" ay Robert loaenson of low York, who vu oloo a defendant 
la tho aboro described oaoo af U, S, vs. Joseph 1. aaWllUaao. 




la *ae of 1945, tho organlsatloa ao aaoh aao reliably roportod 
to ba Inactive. Bowever, at that tlaa laferaatlen waa received that lto 
aoabaro aaro absorbed la a aao organisation called •tho Intelligent Ancrloan 
Voters League." 
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q^^ Memorandum ^united states government 
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TO 



FROM 



i MR. D. U. 




DATE: 10/2/45 






: Mr. B. G- Fit 



subject: AMERICA ETRST PARTY, et a 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 
STATE DEPARTMENT 



ALL 1NF0RMQN CONTAINED 
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IHUiK^- ^ 



Mr. To 1 son 

I*-, t. A. Tera 

!*"• -le?S_ [ 

If. Coffey 

itr. Glavln 

ta-. uaa . ' ' 

Vr. Nichols 

la - . Rosen 

15 - . Tracy 

lir. ifci-j _ 

J*, Carson 
13~ . Hendo n 

Mr. Matron! 

itr. Jones 



Mr. Quinri Tasr.. 
Tele. Rooc 

'j^^^a^^^eDegartment interoffice memorandum ^; ""' 
>■ ^containing a request that 

tneoxateijepartmer 



Jepar^menjj ^information in brief summary 




^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^a cop 
fr 9 m ^ B to 

the Bureau supnly for the use of 
form on the listed organizations. ^ 

«... ■+ c Xf + ^° U con f? r i it is suggested that this ^emom^aJte " te£sxrejt£o the Internal 

Security Section so that the desires of the State De^rifaent hay be. implied with. It 

is suggested that separate memoranda be prepared on eM oj^&ej organisations for personal 

delivery to the State Department by the Liaison Section* ~* 

Attachment -^i_ jj-^ ' 
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OFFICE 1!&.'0RANDIM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 






TO : 

SUBJECT? Information on Organizations 



*Ve are compiling information on various organi- 
zations which will be useful to the Department of 
State from the public opinion standpoint. If the 
Deoartment of Justice has Information in regard to 
the membership, and views or activities of the 
following organizations as they touch on international 
relations, we shall be very glad if they will give us 
a brief summary of any such information that might be 
useful; 



DATE: September 26, I945 
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America First Party £ 3- - /3^// 
J^rican Defense Society, Inc. £//»/Vj 

:nerican National Patriotic Socj efe 

^ Pitts field, Illinois 

^^tional Civic Federation (J . ?? 7 
... 112 Park Avenue, New York, New York 
■^^NS'tional Security League ii-^^^.i- 

t 45 W. 45th Street, New York, New York 
^^Hpihers of Sons Forum, Cincinnati, Ohio /CO , 
^fnegular Veterans Association .? /. Vd^U- YYi'S 
, 1115 15th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Jf&., the Mothers Mobilize for America /c £ - fy'/x. / K 
>^,ited Mothers of America /G c - /£ *f Q J- . w io \li 
Tallied Patriotic Societies, Inc. ££. -3 ft ,±'*Jtl 
vf^Drder of the Founders and Patriots of America ey ** * - f 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

() Formal 
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SMITH 
CA FIRST PARfT 
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CMAKACIVX OF CASK 



INTERNAL SECURITY; 

SEDITICS ■':■■:'{ 



SY N OPS1S OF PACTS: 



Subject addressed a group of approximately 70 people 
at Temple Square Hotel, Salt Lake City, the night of 
10/l3/t5. In hie talk Subject vat jubilant OTer the 
strength of his moTement stating that 108 publioationa 
now regularly accept his articles reoeired by only 3 
two yean ago and that plans were under way for 
organisation of 15,000 fireside groups. Subject *- 
charged former President FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT with r 
hoping, expecting, and desiring an attaok on Pearl 
harbor which would relieve him of his promise not 
to send American Servloemen abroad unless attacked. 
He also stated that ROOSEVELT deliberately withheld 
knowledge of the impending attack from those in oharge 
of the defense of Pearl Harbor • Subject stated he 
was leaving Salt Lake City io/li^.5 for Lob Angeles, 
California* Left forwarding address of 1S04 South 
Hill Street, Los Angeles, California. 
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Detroit letter to Bureau dated 
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AT SALT LAKE CITY, PTAH 



roifci 



9A J$l WFOEMTO CONTAIN 
BEREIN 5^ UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE Wn BY^H 



Referenced letter advised that 'sroitAfc fanned to 

tore he wonZdJeiTe an addres 



pJn. 

O DO il 



In Salt 
Lake City, Utah, October 13 • l$k5* *&*ro he woUdJgiTe an address at the Temple 
Square Hotel* Arrangements were made by Sf>eoft£* ffamtfa. in Charge JAT 
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through 
above nee 




Th 
article entitled 
stated as follows* 



to* have an informant attend the 

as of Ootobor ll*., 19U5, oerried an 
>ERALI^3MITH Rape JflR in.S. L. Talk - , This article 
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*A complete and Impartial Investigation of facta surrounding 
the Pearl Harbor disaster would destroy eompletely the place of 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT in history, GERALD L. t. SMITH, leader of 
a renascent "America First" movement, one-time Louisiana evange- 
list and compatriot of Huey Long, told a •family oirole' meeting 
of adherents Saturday night at the Temple Square Hotel, 

"He was introduoed by Jeremiah Storkea, Salt Lake attorney* 

"Jubilant about the resurgent strength of the movement to which 
he has devoted himself, SMITH asserted that 108 publications In 
the united States now regularly accepted his articles, received 
by only 3 two years ago, and that plans were under way for the 
organisation of 15,000 'fireside* groups in all parts of the 
oountry • 

"ROOSEVELT, SMITH charged, •hoped, expected and desired' an attack 
on Pearl Harbor which would relieve him of his promise not to send 
American servicemen abroad unless the U# S» was attacked. Further, 
ne said, ROOSEVELT deliberately withheld knowledge of the impending 
attack from those in charge of the defense of Pearl il arbor." 
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'apple 1 ■ Dally lorld?- as of Ootober 13, 19^5, carried an 
article entltled^rotest Can Halt Smith Meetings". This article atated that 
publio protest oan prerent GERALD L. K. SMITH from speaking at the Los Angeles 
Poly Teohnlc High Sohool the following Wednesday night.' Aooording to this 
artlole, SMITH was scheduled to speafc In Pamona the following Tuesday, Badlands 
on Thursday, Pasadena Llnooln Sohool Friday and Masonio Auditorium, Long Beaoh 
on Saturday* 
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A oheok of the registers at the Hotel Utah, Temple Square 
Hotel and the Newhouse Hotel, all Salt L^e City, Utah, were made in an 
effort to determine where Subject resided during his stay tn Salt Lake - "* 
City with negative results. .... \ 

■ (edvi«ed that on October 16, I9k5, 

a telegram had been reoeTrea .from Los ingelei," California from the Subject 
requesting that all mail be sent to him at 1201; South Hill Street, Los 
Angeles, California. In acoordance with this telegram, one letter and 
one telegram were forwarded to him on this same date # 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
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. Hst$d Bureau of faoeatigatinn 

mnitxrh ttatc a Bepartmsnt of Iwstto 

Detroit, Michigan 
October 19, 1945 



ai him inuwu 



Director, FBI 




RE: 



Dear Sir: 



O 
CZRALD L, I. SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITf - SEDITION 
(62-43814) MCLASJI 

0» 
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Reference is made to the teletype from the Detroit Field 
Diviaion to the Bureau da ted October 18. 1945, d iscontinuing use of 
— — "■ ■ ** d 

On Oct ober 
for the 
concerning services ren 
with Bureau work, 

who has been extremely cooperative with 't — ^_ 

office in the JJHl, lias expressed some concern over the services CS_1 

presently being maintained on Gerald L. K. Smith, particularly in view 
of the background and exploeive nature of this individual. It was his 





thought that a possibility existed whereby there would be repercussions 
of a serious nature should anything ever be disclosed concerning this 
specific arrangement. 
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In view o 

of the other services now 
discontinue the s 

result, 

continued at i*tjd P«»» October 




agreement to furnish us with all 
in effect, I agreed with him to 

Smith, As a 
were die- 
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November 5, 1945 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Chief, F.B.I. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 



ALL HFOMra CONTAINED 
HEREiH £ ti&AS&iED 
DATE— -isfd/rLclSi xwJ* ^ 



A pl&gue has struck the State ojf California, recently 
Los Angel ee; Gerald L.K.^Smith; 

Cur Board of Education permits him to rabble in our e chool 
buildings. To the numerous protests they paee the buck, saying 
the Stete Law compels them to do this. Even one of cur alleged 
City Councilmen, Mea^talMcClanaban, introduced Smith at one of hie 
meetings. 

Students 1 n large numbers have protested, but Lawrence L.^Larrabee, 
President of the Board of Education, loftily scores students and parents 
who protest. 

Smith, as ie veil known, ie the stooge of Burton ^K* Wheeler, 
the alleged U. S. Senator, and others in Congress, along with "Bertie" 
s^cCormick, who ie leading a Hitler movement to "seize the Government", 



quoting him. Is this not subversive? Knowing the efficiency of the 
F.B.I. , I am askirg what ie wrong that till permit subversive activity, 
under the often abused naire of free speech. K^^V^/V 

It would be greatly appreciated if we, the people, better 
understood thie matter. Certainly one of the meet important matters 
now ie to win the battle of pejace, and these renegades are trying 
to lose it. 

Tour 6 very truly, 

hies 
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till* sill aetaosledeo receipt of 7m letter dated lovasber 3, 



X seated jw to 

with ■*> as yeo did* 



tfatt I appreciate joar Interest in oo w m nlc atlnc 



3b the ami yoo Iswe inf oraetion In the ftsture which yew believe 
to be of Interest to this Boreea, I want yoa to fool free to ©oammioate 
directly with the Special Agent la Charge of our too Angeles Hsald Division 
shich 1* located at ?00 Secarity BaUdlnf* los Angelea, California* 

Sineerely 7*0*% 



r 



■*** 



IP 

ill 






v. naoaon 

W. Pwir-liaTciT 
Ik-. «ilm Ts^, 
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Form No. 1 
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REPORT MAJ3E AT 
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DATE WHEN MADE 



U/5/A5 
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WHICH MADE 

10/7/A5 
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0ERAID L* I. SMITH aade two speeches at East Side 
Baptist <3ntrch f Topeka, Kansas, 10/7/45* During 
afternoon seesion spake principally at Communist 
aetlTitias in Europe and extent of infiltration into 
the United States. During evening sassier* prefaced 
remarks by challenging Jews in the audience te take notes 
and get together afterwards to criticize Mm* Followed 
his official remarks with tirade against Communis** 
stating that It would destroy religion by killing the 
heads of churches , by forcing people to take vp 
Communism or by throwing individuals into prlaea* 

— HDD • 

letter from Direct or to Detroit dated 9/26/tf 

'B1 



GERUD L. K. SIITB at 
aa fellowst 




reported on the two speeches made by 
Church in Topeka, Kansas, on 10/7/^5, 



.*. 



■•JTAUH has control of all of Europe and la now reaching out 
for America, He advocated sending all refugee* eadfc to their original countries te 
make homes for the returning soldiers end stated that all women should quit their 
jobs and go back to raising children. He related all of the money is going to 
foreign countries, as well as our natural resource* and we are not receiving any 
pay for this. As a result the people are being Wearily taxed. He criticised 
Industrial banking in Vail Street and indicated tfaey were the cause of our money 
going to foreign oountrlee, 
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He stated that the Russian soldier* were not "tin gods as 
they raped wcnen from 16 to 61 and anyone who beliavmd in ?usaiaa 
policiBB should go to Russia and live then* 

He xemartod that In the past the FBI has dug wp quantities 
of Communistic material which had bssn paid to be published by VBPSX8& 
CHAPL3H of Hollywood and that GHAPLDI Is not a citizen of this country, 
has never becoae one, and when questioned about It, stated "It 1 a not for 
no." He stated he believes in sending this kind of people back where 
they cane froaw 

Be stated the people should go hone and thank God that BESRT 
HXUJCZ is not President of the United States as there would be bureau- 
cracy in the Government. Be stated be could not say anything for 
or against President TRUMAH but is observing him. He claimed to hate the 
swastika and stated "The red flag of Russia and the swastika are 'snakes 
cradled in the same den, r * i ■ 

* V . . ■*-'■ ■-.->-* -. ; " : .,...-* ■ ,. 

He stated at this afternoon speech that it was sore or less a 
preliminary for his speech which was to be given that evening and ha 
remarked during his afternoon speech that he would give the people am 
insight on pre-ltoarl Harbor activities # 

During his evening address he is reported to have been very 
cautious and slightly nervous. He at no time mentioned anything about 
pre-Pearl Harbor activities. He prefaced his address by stating that he 
fenew there were Jews seated in the audience aa be could spot them and he 
stated they could take their notes down and get together afterwards and 
criticise him. He stated the Jews were fortunate to be In this country, 
but if they liked Palestine better, they should go back there. He remarked 
that the ma Jority of refugees in this country were Jews and that they 
should be sent back so cur soldiers oould have Jobs* He finished up by etati. 
he wanted the audienee to understand he was not against the Jews* 

He then spoke on Communism, saying that CcssBunism would destroy 
our religions by killing the heads of our churches, by forcing the people 
to tak» up Communism or by throwing than into prison. He stated that 
Russia oontrola all of Europe now, alas all of Asia and is reaching out for 
the ttolted States and claimed that if we loaned STJUU the money that he la 
attempting to borrow that money could wall be used for returning s ervi cemen » 
Be remarked there were Communists on the Government payroll until TRUMAN 
got Into office. Jn addition thereto, he is reported to have stated that 
Russia has Communist agents operating in this country In every precinct, war* 
and county, as well as the Amy, and they are trying to undermine our 
people and are now getting Into our schools and churches* He added that this 
country is doomed because of Communism* 
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He stated that when that tine cones CHRIST Will appear, as 
a© ore saxi will role the world* This he stated 1* atom by HELSUs fail, 
ROOSEVELT'S death, and be dot understands that STALIN has liver trouble 

and can only Uvt 90 days* .■■■■■ - • * . . * r- 



•*WH\ 



***£■*' •-- 



Be advocated that the money be taken from money-mongers o» fall 
Street and be put into the hands of Congress so that tt oonld be need Car 
veterans and unemployed in this country* 

During the oourse of the evening address he is reported te 
have taken about 15 minutes for an open form. During this tine he wat 
asked why HARRY BRIDGES was not deported and his answer was in substance 
that ROOSEVELT needed hin in backing his, B00SEVKLT«s, elections* then 
asked about HEKRT WALLACE, he replied that WALLACE was a stooge and a 
front for Communism and that SIDNEI HXIIilAH and WAILACE were working together 
for the development of the Political Action Committee* 

When asked If DREW PEARSON was a Communist, be stated that 
fSABSOH was not, but he would print anything to attract attention* 



was asked if he had ever been indicted and he replied he 
had never been indicted for anything and the reason people Bight have thought 
so was because be was with the America First Party and people thought be 
was a Nazi. He stated that if he had anything to do with Baals or Conmunists, 
the FBI would arrest him* .* , .. - - ,. .*., * 

Be was also asked if WALTER WJ8CHZXL was a Cosnunist* Be replied 
that WINCHELL was not, but that he was Jewish and that he got his stories by 
being a keyhold snooper* In this connection he stated he could not see why 
the people glorify WTSCHEU. and yet talk down someone lite LINDBERGH* 

Be ended his speech by imploring the people to get together in 
groups and seriously discuss neons of defeating Communism* 



The orowd who attended are reported to have been members of the 
East Side Baptist Church* 

Distributed at this nesting were copi es of ThAj Zroefi and the 
J3*£#* also photographs of (SRAXD L* K. SMITH and his wife snd a pamphlet 
•^entitled ■The?Waji # " Also distributed were envelopes entitled 
A>Jmerioa first Tinisade.* He stated they were entitled •Jnsrica First 
Crusade,* but he was passing then out so that the people could send in 
money for subscriptions for ■The^ roes jtnd the Flag** 

There are being enclosed to the office of origin advertisements 
appearing in the Topeka State Journal dated IO/4/45 concerning SUITH»B 
speech at the East Side nmgtasnt Church, as well as a newspaper item 
appearing in the Topeka Daily Capitol on Monday 10/8/45* 

....... ...... ,-.... , t . . **w**- .-, ...-., .... . .. - 
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KC 100-3598 

Biere are likewise being enclosed to the etfflo* of origim 
a copy of "The Cross and the Flag" and photographs of QSULD L. I* 
SliTIE and his *ife and a pamphlet entitled "The Plan." A copy of the 
Imerioa First Crusad* is UtawiJ# twing furnishsd to Detroit* „_. 



^* ; .j 



K8CL0SURSS* So Detroit* oopies of above listed pasphlsta and clippings* 
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postwar recovers: commissi 
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(GERALD L . K. SMITH 'S LATEST OUTFIT) 

(Excerpts from a report on a meeting of th*e*-Postwar Recovery Commission held 
Sunda7 evening, September 30, 1945, at the Century Room, LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, 
Illinois,) 
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"Perhaps the most interesting and significant part of the evening 
session of Gerald L. K. Smith's Postwar Recovery Commission was the question 
period. The remarks concerning our President were the most violent and vile 
I have ever heard. The first question given to Smith was why wasn't the Presi- 
dent's casket opened? 

"Smith answered that perhaps this was in accordance with the wishes 
of the family who were generally consulted in such cases. However, he added 
with his tongue in his cheek, that he had heard various stories, 'perhaps he 
had committed suicide or his body was in a state of decomposition for many 
reasons' or for various other reasons. There have been rumors that he committed 
suicide, 

" A I W* who is 

the investment business and has offices at 

popped up and cracked: 'Mr. Smith, the real reason why they wouldn't open 

the casket was that they were afraid he would Jump out and run again I' This 

brought down the house. 

"It was at this point that ■ B gave me some of 

the toilet paper with pictures of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt printed on each 

sheet with the captions ?DEAD? and LIVING. He made the comment that 'you should 



■ftSvi&ia?: 



hear the one I know' but he did not elaborate on these remarks, 
this paper out in great sheets at the close of the entire meeting." 
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(KZAID L. K. SMITH, with iUun« 
FIRST HLRTT. 
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CSRAID L. K. SMITH held a* AMERICA; FIRST PARTT aeseaeeting 
on HWf~45 at Kiel Auditoriua, Seiirt Lemie, with 7©2 peraflne 
attending* SMITH talked re Communists, the Sec Franeiaee 
Conference, Tyler Kent Caae, and urged all refugeee be re^"° 
tamed t© *urepe„ Group of ©o Idlers, veterans end Cooauclatd 
distributed hendbllle out aide aw ting hall* Closed meeting W 
held by SMITH at DeSoto Hojfeel, Saint Louie, 10^5^45 with 350 \- 
per eons present. SMTTH repeated previous atoriaa and talked 
regarding the Pearl Harbor disasters - 



Bureau File #62-43818. ftBetsW 

Latter from Detroit to Bureau dated 9-26Htf# 

On October 1, 1945, the Manager^ Office of the *>t±eipkl 
Auditorium in Saint Louia, was contacted, where it was learned 
that GERALD L, K« SMITH had rented Assembly Hall |o« 2, for the 
night of October k$ 1945 • an examination of the rental agree* 
aent diacloaed that the hall mas rented in the^naae of the 
AMERICA FIRST PARTI and vaa elgned by Miss RUTH^OHBBCK, 3824 
Juniata Avenue, Saint Louia, Missouri. Informant a report that 
HUTU LCHBECK ia actually Mrs, D01KLORBECK, the wife of one of 
SMITH* e principal aupportera in Saint Louia* The rental agree- 
Wient called for the payment of #60.00 with an additional *\10»00 

V charge for the eervicee of a public address eystsm operator, , 
The agreement contained a statement j : »lt is understood theyeA 
will he no admission charge and no literature sold** This ' 

V 7 rental agreeaent was dated September 17, 19^5» 
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SL File #100-6003 



On this 8«M data, V I of the DeSoto Hotel, * 

11th and Locust Streets, 5aJj3noT3e7*ns«»rT^5e^ontacted and after examining 
the hotel records, adrlaed that Mite BUTH LCHHKX had rented the sixteenth floor ■ 
of the hotel for October 5, 1945 and stated that the Beating would start e* *^; \ - 
8 P4U on that date* The rental was in toe name of the Postwar Recor«ry >>> l: v * 
Commission* Miss LOHBBGX paid $45»00 down at the time toe ball was rented and ^ .." 
the total charges were to be $65*00, Miss L0HBBCK advised the hotel management 
that she expected about 400 persons to attend the nesting. Prior to toe actual 
holding of the meeting information was received by the Saint Louis office, indi- 
cating that the Communist Party in Saint Louis, intended to organise some resistance 
to the meeting* 




v 



«*jf?»'jW-/« 



J 



~a» 






\ 



8L File #100-6013 




The Saint Louis Folic* Department was advised because of the possibility 
of trouble. The Saint Louis Office of Military Intelligence was also advised a* 
they bad previously expressed the desire to have Military Police officers present 
in any demonstration Involving soldiers* 



^itega ns nearTBoont 
IB U ei 




'tl5 P.M., on October 4j 1945 the writer personally eaw 

and W ^ assembled with a small group of soldiers and dischar, 

is nearTneentrance to Assembly Hall *o. 2 la the Kiel Audi tortus* 
did not pass out any of the handbillsbut stood off to one side, spparently 
ffert to keep out of the picture. W P*as very active in handing out the 
leaflets which purported to be an open letter^o the people of Saint Louis froa 
a group of American war veterans* One copy of the leaflet distributed is being 
furnished to the Bureau as an enclosure with this report and one copy is also 
being furnished to the Detroit office* . > ;.,.,- 



m, 



Local newspaper photographs took photographs of persons approaching 
the entrance to the meeting hall and several of the photographs printed in the 
Post Dispatch and Star Times newspapers the following day are being retained in 
the Saint Louis file, ',, „ ; 



':&. 



Ho disturbance was evident between the pickets and the persons wishing 
to attend the meeting. As Is the custom the auditorium management placed am :- 
usher at the door to the assembly hall and by mechanical counter it was determined 
that 702 persons attended this meeting. ■■-..,.■ <'*■ 
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"^£2£'*~*- **** Salnt !***■* Star-Timee newspaper on October 5, 1945 reported ^t 
8MXt8** imlk on the previous night. The newspaper article, a copy of whie* i*f 
being retained in the Saint Louis file, reported that SMITH orated for 
than two hours and that he didn't stop until his followers had finished taking 
a collection in paper shopping bags. The newspaper reported the "Six foot, 
slightly paunchy, rabble rouser admitted he was a good speaker, and, as the 
shopping bags were bein g passed, told his listeners that they had gotten their 
money f s worth." SMITH told them, according to the newspaper, that they would 
hare to pay $1«65 to hear KL£AN0RlfeoSE7ELT and that he, SMITH, was twice as 
good a speaker as Mrs. ROOSEVELT. In taking the collection, the newspaper 
reported, SMITH told the audience not to give "chicken feed", that if they 
could give only a nickel or something like that, that they should not give it, 
but should come up front and he would give thea a nickel* The newspaper 
account also reported the distribution of the circulars but the newspapers 
apparently were not aware of the fact that the circulars were being distributed 
by Coantunls\s« 

The^fctar-Times reported t^at as SMITH entered the Auditorium that 
evening, Private First Class, ED B^BROWH of San Francisco, a member of the 
Eighth Infantry Division, handed SMITH a circular and said, "Mr. SMITH, read 
this. Here is what we veterans think of you." 

The Star-Tiaes also reported that SMITH had interspersed his talk 
with a tax on the Star»Times, ■* They reported that he denounced "This mangy 
Star-Times, this left-winger, this stooge of Stalin, this cur of journalism. ■ 
The Star-Times also quoted SMITH as saying that what he had to tell on the 
next night in the closed meeting at the DeSoto Hotel would be so hot that 
it would burn up the carpet under his feet. 
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SL Pile #100-6013 __ CONKtITWL 

Od October 5, 1945, 1 ft if the DoSoto Hotel, 

fcd-riee-d fcJa* Saint Louis office wa^rBBTBBfB^* eadero^ttWVetor&na <£/ 
P yeJja jftysifl, had put considerable preasure onft ■ £K"xu ■ f gii'H 

te^JfCn!* to cancel the oontrac^ji^^tfclect sHlnTo^^Bettee of the '- 
ntyfcwfih floor of that hotel* ft ft adrieed that he consulted 

atterneye and eae told that ther^BrenSlegai ground* upon which he eoul£ 
cancel the contract without Incurring a definite liability for breach ef 
contract* 







ENCLOSURE ID THE BUHHMJ: On© copy of a leaflet entltled^An open letter te 

the People of Saint Louie*" 
■:.. ^^;^,.. One copy of an 6 page paaphlet entitled "The Plan"* 



ENCLQ50B9 TO DETROIT t 







One copy of a leaflet entitled "An open letter teY 
the People of Saint Louie," :3a 
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L. K. SMITH, was.) 
CA FIRST PARTY 
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INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION - - 



SY MOffltC OF PACTS: 




STftlCTLY CONFIDENTIAL •";,■ r 

On 9/l6/hS at Mary Seaton Room, Kleinhans Music 
Hall, Buffalo, N.Y., SMITH addressed meeting of 
approximately 500, sponsored > yfr^' rf ' a li? E/;?n.ftm1^f~ . 
r' i l!!§fil^' Petition was circulated urging ^atherv M'"t- : 
^"^>C0UGHLIN ' s_retura to "the radio. SKLTH addressed,/, 

intimate* meeting at Statler Hotel, Buffalo, V :; \rl'ti^ 
evening of same date. Essence of SMITH'S remarks ; * 
at both meetings set out* 
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Bureau Files ~6fc-?955 and- 62-1*3818. '■£.;' : 'A' ■ , "',,. i 
Letter from Detroit Field Division to Director,/ *?* 
dated September 7, l°il5« "■"■t"' 1 ' 
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which SMITH was scheduls^toaddress on Sunday, September 16, l?l£ at ' 
Buffalo, New York.fl ^tated that in keeping with the policy of the 

paper in the past, ffie^ourier Express did not wish to K^e^anv but nominal 
publicity to SMITH'S appearance in Buffalo and that he, ■■■^personally 
wished to be cooperative with this office in furnishing detailed information 
and would make a* copy of the reporter's notes available to this office. 



the meeti 







^___ subsequently advised that I covered 

_and made available his notes. ^mB^gpointed out that 

had not set forth repetitiousmatterwhich had been the subject 
on previous occasions but had confined the material made 
available to this office, for the most part, to such matter not previously 
discussed by SMITH at meetings in Buffalo. 

The report of| [reflects that SMITH spoke at two 

meetings during the date^unday^eptember 16, 19k$, both of which were 

sponsored by the Buffalo Economics League, presided over by JOSEPH H. STOFFEL, 
President. The first meeting took place in the 3tary Seaton Rqom at Kleinhans 
Music Hall at 2x30 P.M. SMITH was introduced b^TOFFEL as the^Number_Qne 
America n of America* and then SMITH informed the audience of approximate^" 
500 persons "that he would addr ess a more ■i ntimate" meeting later in the 
evening at the Hotel Statler. V B report is set out below : . 

He said he was never ashamed of being an America Firster. 
Switching into his theme for the day, SMITH said the proposed 
forgiveness of war debts which, he said, totaled Ul billion 
but would mean 82 billion, would result in the virtual donation 
$3,000 by each American family to foreign countries. . 

SMITH said he talked with a soldier who was totally dis- 
abled, and had been receiving $115 * month, but that it was 
being reduced to $60 a month because of some ■technicality." . 
SMITH didn ! t say what the technicality was* He did, however, '* . 
recall to the audience that it was he who had suggested at - \.£ ,■' , :' 
the start of the war that soldiers should be given a $1,000 "V-. •' ' 
bonus upon discharge from the service. .';':,,';,. ;. . 

■They said I was a crackpot, but I say we owe it to our 
soldiers," SMITH said. 



SMITH congratulated President TRUMAN for abolishing Lend- 
Lease, saying that "if he will function that way in other 
directions, he will be the kind of President we need in this 
country. - 
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SMITH said that as long as we have the Federal Reserve 
System, depressions will keep occurring in this country. The 
only way they can be avoided, he said, is to have constitu- 
tional money, coined by Congress, and tax-free and interest 
free. 

"Let's plow under the international bankers instead of 
the pigs and cows," he declared. 

Then he said, "I am going to tell you things you will 
never be able to read in the Buffalo Courier-Express." Then 
he rehashed over the story in the C-X about his meeting two 
years ago in Eagles Hall when he supposedly stepped on the . 
American Flag, 

"I'm asked many times why I don't sue," he said. "But 
it entails too many things, and all I would be doing is hiring 
lawyers. But I am suing Radio Outlet for $100,000 for TSALTSR 
WINCHELL's allegation that I stepped and spit on the American 
Flag. The trial is coming up in December. " 

SMITH said he wasn't so much worried about himself, but 
about his son in the Army. He said that at the time of 
WINCHELL's radio broadcast, his son was a candidate for 
Officer's Commission, and that "I have reason to believe that 
the statement cost him his admission to officer's rank." 

"I don't care how soon^T© (6on) gets back here, but that 
he knocks h out of TBALTEJtPw^NCHSLL," SMITH said. 

"The Reds have a groundwork laid to take over the USA. 

We knocked h out of Hitler and we beat Japan, and now we 

are turning it over to Stalin." ■ .; 

"Russia would not permit a committee of Congress to 
enter Russia." SMITH said he was quoting a member of 
Congress as saying that reports from Europe indicate that 
every German woman between the ages of 1U and 67 under Russian 
rule were being raped. He added that 20 million Christians in 
Russia are being crucified. Vifhen we recognized the puppet 
Lublin government in Poland, he said, "we sacrificed in vain 
the lives of our boys." 
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Right after the Labor Party victory in England, said 
SiGTH, members of the party with HAROLfl&ASKI, the Communist. • - 
walked in the Parliament singing the Internationale, the Red 
Song. 

"Coiaminism is sweeping the world. If we quit occupying 
Japan, as has been suggested by some military leaders, within 
a year, Stalin will communize it. It would be better to leave 
100,000 troops there as occupation forces.* 

SMITH predicted dei'eax. iar u*~ — __ ;.* " : . 

elections. He quoted a Detroiter as saying tha^ojaio* French 
ever had any trouble with Russia, the Communists could paralyse 
the entire city of Detroit. 

SMITH said the most powerful man at the San Francisco 
Conference was Senator VANDENBURG of Michigan. SMITH said 
he served notice on the Senator there that if he underwrote 
Russia, it would mean the end of his career in the Senate, 
because SMITH would see to it that all the America Fi rsters in 
Michigan did not vote for him when he is up for re-election 
soon. 

The veto power of the Charter, said SMITH, makes it worth- 
less. The important question for the U.S. isi How much 
authority will our delegate have? 

At this point, he related some of his experiences at San 
Francisco, his difficulty in obtaining hotel accommodations, 
and the trouble in obtaining halls for his speeches. He said 
he gave an impromptu speech in the lobby of the Mark Hopkins 
Hotel, and boasted he held an America First meeting next door 
to where Molotof f gave a cocktail party. 

SMITH, during the meeting circulated petitions, urging 
the return to radio of Father Coughltn. He said that during 
his latest trip to Washington, he had requested authorities 
not to whitewash the Pearl Harbor investigations. 

He told about TYT,Kra(pjJT, an American code clerk who was 
allegedly Imprisoned because he had copies of all the cables 
between ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL. He demanded that KENT be 
returned to this country for trial in an American court. 

During the meeting, MCRTON^VI, Chairman of the New York 
State Americanism Committee of the Jewish War Veterans, asked 
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SMITH nhether it was true that GEORGtfTOSE, who heads SMITH'S 
Nationalist Veterans of World War ii was convicted in May, 19U3* »■'..- 
of selling Army goods and passes to soldiers. 

SMITH replied that the same allegations were made "07 
ARCHIE jfcRgENBERQ, national commander of the Jewish War Veterans, 
and printed in the Jewish Sentinel in Chicago, and that VOSE 
had sued the paper for $100,000. "The outcome of the trial 
will be your answer," SMITH said. 

SMITH said that VOSE's discharge papers say "conduct 
excellent." He advocated abolishment of immigration until 
all American soldiers have returned home, and given jobs. He 
said the 60 million Jobs idea is a fake. 

report stated that SMITH'S evening meeting at the S tatler 

Hotel was~limited to those who were given cards at the afternoon meeting. | h 

report on this meeting is as follows 1 ^^\/ifr 

SUITE said that ROOSEVELT'S passing "liberated many -D 

people." 

SMITH told his listeners to watch, the Pearl Harbor 
investigations. He said that JOHN '"'raJLYNN has evidence to 
prove that P. H. was likely to happen. .. :-.'..»'".''. 

He said that when the truth of Pearl Harbor was given 
out, "it may blow his (ROOSEVELT) name right out of history." 

■The truth is so deadly that no Congressmen dared to 
oppose the investigations." ■■■..*.'.".-. 

"Some terrific things are coming out about Pearl 
Harbor." 




"Pearl Harbor was not a sneak attack." The Roberts report 
is strictly whitewash, and designed to make KTWMKT, and SHORT 
the goats for the affair." 

SMITH said he had received a long distance telephone call 
from Washington, but more than that, right from the Capitol, and 
had received information to the effect that the day after 
ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL met for their Atlantic Charter meeting 
(August, 19U.), Lloyds of London cancelled all its insurance 
on the Hawaiian Islands. 
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SMITH said that Chang Kai Shek wanted peace a few 
years ago, but was persuaded to go on by ROOSEVELT who lent 
him 100 million dollars to stay in the war» 

Going back to TYLER KENT, SMTTH said that WILLIAM 
JENMUJG BRYAN *s grandson was in possession of similar infor- 
mation, and that several years he returned to the U« S# , and 
one day shortly after his arrival, was found dead in his 
hotel room* 

He said that many American soldiers who followed the 
America First Committee were being returned to Europe and 
other fronts with the special assignment of digging up the 
dead bodies of their countrymen. 




made available to the office a copy of . " 

pamphlet prepared by the Post War Recovery Commission, 
Detroit 31 > Michigan, which, he stated, was obtained by' 
idary Seaton Room where the literature was distributed a 




at the yi9 

meeting. 



ENCLOSURE* To Detroit 



Copy of "The Plan" prepared by 
the Post War Recovery Commission, "\ 
P.O, Box 6?7, Detroit 31, Michigan, 
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Assistant Attorney General T. L Caudle 

Criminal Division is ., . . 

John Sdgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Investlgatl 



GSRALD U K. SMITH, with aliases 
AMERICA FIRST PARTI 



Roveaber 19, 1%$ 
ral Bureau of Investigation' " ''*'*■ 

ALL MFORMMURI (MMD ± 
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Reference la aade to oar previous correspondence regarding the 
above captioned natter. 

For your further Information there are attached coplee of the- 
following investigative reports! 

Beport of Special Agef | dated September 24, 1945 * *t 

Buffalo, Hew York, entitled, "Gerald L. K. Solth, was.; The America 
Fir at Party; Internal Security - 0, Sedition; 9 

Report of Special agent^S r n ' ' ■ f ,^ dated October 12, 1945 > *t 
Detroit, Michigan, entitled, "Gerald L. K. Smith, with aliases; 
Aaerlca First Party; Internal Security - G, Sedition; 9 

Beport of Special A£entTJEL**a*a%^s3 dated October 16. 1945* fti 
Cleveland, Ohio, entitled, ■ Gerald L K. Sadth, with aliases; The 
America Fir at Part/; Internal Security - 0, Security Batter • 
Sedition; _■ ^ : ^ • ., ; : . _Wi V..-<- " ''V "*V"' 

fieport of Special Agent KT " ^S ?3el dated October 19, 1945* at 
Chicago, Illinois, enUtled, "Gerald L. K, Salth, with aliases; 
Aaerlca First Party; Internal Security - 0, Sedition; 9 





Report of Special Agent 

at St. Paul, Minnesota, entitled, "Gen 
et alj Internal Security - Sedition; 9 \ 

Report of Special agent wBLi ■ i ; ^ T=5!aB 
Salt Lake City, Utah, entitled, "Oorlad 

Party; Internal Security; Seal Uoiu 9 ^, jF 



dated October IB, 1945, 
Kenneth Smith, waa. 
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GmTJD LTKAH KENNETH SMITH, with alias** }' 
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GHRALD LTMA5 KEHiraTH SMITH, representing th^ftfciaerlca 
Jirst Party, spoke at the Horth Side Carnegie Lecture Hall, 
PlttaWgn, Pa., 9/19/46. 460 persons attended. SMITH'S 
lecture included a report on his attendance at the : 
**an Trancisco Conference, ai^wel l as an attack en the 
policies of TfiANKLDT DELAN($^l00SE7KLT # whoa he hlamee for 
the success of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a • 
condemnation of the economic Royalists, Communists, and 
the United States Department of State for its action in the 
Tylei^Tent natter. 

' ■""■", HEREIN If MffiUSSIFIED 

The follow ln g information rei 
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AT PITTSBURGH,. PSSKSYLVABU 

t ~" ^l^aSa^t™^ spoke at the Horth Side Carne_ 

Lecture Hall, Pittsburgh, PennsyiTania, on the OTening of September 19, 19 
•approximately 450 persons attended the lecture. Present on. the platform 




with MR* SMITH were MARIS^XOHLS, Chairman of the Defenders of <fo r i£^aahjLngt on * • t _. 
Principles, CHARLES AXMuJ&M, MRS, StlTH, and an unidentlfledTperson who t; 
represented the California Pastor's Committee. ^' -«f.. '.:,'■< v .1* J -.'. -■•'■A : ■*,.'.' 




9IITH opened tiis lecture by announcing that he is in the 
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midst of "a nat ion-wide tour which he character iced, as the ■American first^T'"" 
Crunade". He then reported on his visit to San Trancieco during they;. fy_:Y' •■''? 
United Hations Conference* He told of how he had been refused lodging in;* ' 
eeTeral of the hotels and how he had been expelled from hotel lobbies . '"' 
and accused of "unlawful assembly. - He also told of how his Meetings !».>/■. 
San Francisco and Los Angeles had /been extremely successful. :■ ; "■ 

He then discussed the Pearl Harbor attack and said that ' ;■ 
his c OBmittee holds FRANKLIH ROOSEVELT personally responsible. He said that 
he intended to do everything in his power to bring about a full and 
open investigation of the matter* 

During the course of his remarks, he denied anti-Semitism 
and also denied that he was a reactionary. He said that he is referred to 
as a reactionary by the CommuniAs and referred to as a radical by the 
■economic Royalists" and ■international bankers" who, he eaid t are attempting 
to strip this country of its wealth and prosperity. He presented as usual 
his own economic views and plans for the salvation of America*, • 

At the end of the meeting, MRS. IOHXE made a short speech 
in which she set' forth three resolutions which will be sent to the 
Congressmen and Senators from, this district J 

1» The Pearl Harbor investigation should be pursued 
until the public has bsen given a complete and honest report on the facts. 

*. 3. Tyler Kent, State department Code Clerk who had been ■■ _ r , 
incarcerated in England for disclosing secret correspondence betweeil '.. -■ 
BOOSEVEI/r and CEUHCHIIi, should be guaranteed safe passage back to the .""..; 
United States and a fair and open and impartial trial* 

8. The Tfaited States ahould engage In no wars of any ' : \ . 
kind, particularly no war with Russia* 



taken up* 



At the conclusion of SMITH'S talk* a collection was 
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©America First Party 
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synopsis of facts: Subject spoke atjfeaan 1 s Xlub, Denver, 10/9/45, being intrc— 

duced by KENNEJfi^OFF of $Ji*istian Youth for America. SMITH {J 
talk chiefly anti-Communost, Communist Party, Dearer 
actively opposed subject's appearance Denver and endeavored 
to cause cancellation of his appearance at Woman's Club* 
Subject spoke at Prayer Meeting Service, Englewood Baptist 
Tabernacle, Englewood, Colorado, 10/l0/45 attacking the 
Anti-Defamation League of B'Hai, B'Rith, Communism and 
Peoples Institute of Applied Religion* ~ M _/ s* 
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Letter from Detroit Field Division dated September 26, 1945* 

t 0n the evening of October 9, 1945 subject addressed a public 

'meeting in the auditorium o^theWoman*sJ^^^^^^^enarm 
,reet, Denver, Colorado. J (If ftrnished 

* jport on thi s ^^ ^^Sm^^Mm^S^S^^ tQ Bureau* 

>rding tcESj.'^ T\^^^L _ -,,M»iiefcii3|Sr^" ere was' approximately 
700 people present at tnls meeting. Followin- 
rocee d ings at this meeting as furnished by 
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■SMITH called for the election of Christians only Werary 
office in Federal and State Governments and asked for an 
amendment to our Constitution acknowledging the power arfl 
the supremacy of Christ in America* ^JC^t 

"SMITH'S speech followed his usual pattern, although he did 
z-not seem to hi£ his normal fiery stride until the last ten 
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ffinu tai of his talk* About thro*, hundred and fifty of hla audience- 
of seven hundred were quietly hostile and unresponsive to niaj '^r -'- ; 
he seemed to sense this fact and soft-pedalled his emotional appeals* 
' There were several spontaneous outbursts of applause from the ; . :t r / 
Smith opposition, but he passed over these very rapidly and made nd 
A. attempt to assess the strength of those for him as opposed to those 
against hiaw 



"The meeting was opened by Kenneth Goff^of Christian Touth 
for America* He introduced Dewey UcKinlejrJ^aft, Englewood printer, 
who spoke briefly and rather ineffectually concerning his Colorado 
Committee for Constitutional Bights* As he described it, the Com- 
mittee has no dues and few duties except to unite those who oppose 
"alienism" in America. Taft's new paper, "The American Digest" 
was distributed to all those who attended the meeting* 




"Goff then introduced Hesle^JSwift, introducing him as the 
leader of the group of one-thousand California pastors supporting 
Smith. Swift gave a vigorous rapid-fire, vicious talk assailing 
communism and threatened that his group represented a majority in 
this country and intended to maintain control and obliterate any 
opposing minorities. 

■Goff, after sketching his background in the usual terms (as 
a former Communist who used to travel around with "Eleanor" — 
a crack which fell unusually flat), introduced Sdth* Smith opened 
his talk with sops of praise for the police who were pre sent (about r 
twenty) and for the Woman's Club, who refused to be intimidated into 
cancelling his rental of their auditorium. He offered to send the ,.. 
Woman's Club a photostat of a letter to him from J* Edgar Hoover, 
stating that the F.B.I, would support his right to free speech In 
any city in the country. He complained that Denver and Minneapolis 
were the only two cities in the country where he was denied use of 
city auditoriums supported by the taxes of his followers. He de-. 
scribed a series of imaginary threats against the Woman's Club and 
displayed a sheet of paper which he claimed was insurance covering 
the building and its occupants for that evening. He stated that. ' 
the company holding a regular policy for the auditorium had that ^ 
afternoon cancelled its coverage and he had been obliged to pay' \ 
$100.00 cash for coverage for that evening* He first mentioned i 
coverage of $25,500, then later referred to it as $10,500. (I sjrV.'v 
informed that five days written notice is required to cancel such 'V 
a standing policy, that the rate he quoted is five times the normal 
rate, and that the paper he displayed in no way resembles any in- 
surance document)* 
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■Ignoring a leaflet opposing hi* and allied by the Denver Unity 
Council that had been distributed outside the hall, Smith described ~'K^ 
all his opposition as stemming from the Conmunists. He referred .te>f- ■"■-*' 
the forces that opposed hie in California as "communits financed. VM?v^;-. 

by the hysterical Jews who control Hollywood** -C?i* V^ ■-'/ *'■;;: ".: ' 

■ . ~ ■■ ■'..' -. , y ■•■ S ■■'■■■ .';■;*;'.- .&•>:■*'■. v ■ 

- «Smith claimed that the Nationalists won a victory against V'V/'V ... ; 
Stalin at San Francisco, but did not elaborate* He rapidly passed over 
a few references to a "super-state" and concentrated against proposed 
loans to Russia and England. He then hinted at sensational newt 
about Pearl Harbor and offered to send a 30-page expose of the truth 
about that attack to anyone who sent him a dollar* ./'.-. I 



"Noticing several negroes in the audience, Smith welcomed then. 
as "friends and fellow-Christians", but several sentences later he 
was elaborating on how his followers must fight to maintain "a white 
Christian America"* : „' . " . ""■'■■-"'- .' 

"Shifting to the theme of •international bankers 1 , which all > 
good Smith followers recognixe as a term synonymous with 'Jews', ; 
Smith screamed that America must regain its money from the hands 
of these 'money changers 1 and return to 'constitutional money*, 

■When this theme drew less than normal enthusiasm, he told the 
story of his attempted meeting in the lobby of a hotel in San Fran- 
cisco* He said a sailor came up and shook his hand and told Smith 
he and all his friends were for him. It this point, a aailor in 
the balcony arose and yelled 'you Q B Fascist, I'm not tor-. 

you* and stomped out. There was applause from the Smith opposition 
and Smith told his followers that this 'misguided Jewish sailor' 
had been sent there by the Connuniats to make a fool out of himself 
and try to break up the meeting. . : - t 

■Froa this tiae on, many of those unfriendly to Smith continued 
to leave the balcony* The noise of descending footsteps distracted 
many of the Smith faithful, so that often more people were looking 
toward the rear of the auditorium than toward Smith. He told f all 
the Communists 1 they could go home now and let others who wanted to 
to get in have their seats, but the seats remained empty. ; ? j*; 



■m- 



"Smith announced he was going to take up a collection, bat "' 
first asked how many would agree to give one dollar more than -v/ 
they would have given in order to help him pay the extra cost 
of $100.00 for insurance. Only about fifteen people held up 
their hands so he quickly pessed on and began to instruct the 
audience on how to fill out their contribution envelopes. Prob- 
ably not more than $200*.00 was collected. People continued to 
leave, until only about four to five hundred remained in the hill* 
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-~ -:*■*■***■-*- "At* this point Smith decided 'to rote his opposition, 
all those who believed the truth had been spoken there to 
their hands. Then he asked for a show of hands from those who did " 
\ not think he was telling the truth. He igiored about one-hundred hands 
*' raised in the balcony and quickly announced "There are seventeen 
who disagree with me, they sould like a lot more, don't they? 8 

"Returning to hia attack against Russia, Smith stated that all 
the women in the area now occupied by Russia had been repeatedly 
raped by Red soldiers. The fantastic charge drew laughs from the 
opposition* Still in the hall and he regained a little of his old 
fire by asking his followers to yell 'shame 1 , at this ungodly in- 
decency. They did so, but the enthusiasm was short lived. He 
began to describe his post-war recovery plan but it sounded eon- . 
fused even to his followers. , ■ i .'. /-.■ \ ..-..,-. * 

"Announcing that he was never afraid to face hia enemies, ' 
Smith offered to speak at Denver City Auditorium and share the. 
platform with ten of his meanest enemies providing he could havw • " ; 
half the tickets for the meeting and half their time in which to 
answer their charges. He described a similar meeting in Los 
Angeles where he confounded his opposition by asking how many of 
them believed in the divinity of Jesus Christ and all confessed -■•*-•■■■-• 
to being atheists* ■-.-■• 

' \i^ -.-.-:■ ■ * : : -';> ■■• ■ ■"■. .'■■■■-■■' ■ '"" ..; ':?*■■ ..'-•;- : -' ■". - 

"HarveyTjpringer did not attend the meeting last night* Smith 
- announced that Springer was attending his father-in-law 1 s funeral r ^ 
and that he. Smith, would speak at the prayer meeting of the> '--■■■.: -•-'.. _.■-:"■: 
Englewood Baptist Tabernacle tonight* »;«■-, 

"Smith seemed f off-balance 1 during most of last night's meet- 
ing. It was the weakest and least successful meeting, from hie 
point of view, that he has ever held in Denver*" ..- ■.>■'-. 

Copies of various material distributed at the meeting are being 
furnished to the Bureau*. ■■ *-J%% 
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report of the proceedings L jq 



at the ^nglewood Baptist Tabernacle Prayer Meeting on October 10, 1945, 
at Englewood, Colorado, a suburb of Denver, which meet log was addressed by 
subject. This is the church of which Rev. HARVEY HCWARftfepRINGEa, a close 
friend of subject, is the pastor. This report is being ^transmitted to the 
Bureau* 



3> 

HICKEDANZ, 
s theme for the 



According to the report f varnished b; _^__^ 

subject was introduced at this prayer meeting by FORREST S 
music director of the Englewood Baptist Tabernacle* Sub 
evening as announced by him in his talk was "the peril of the church, 
the enemy of the church, what some of the paralysing forces are doing in 
order to undermine the church of the living Christ ♦" During the course of 
his talk he dealt considerably on the efforts which had been made by various 
forces In Denver to cause a cancellation of his appearance the night before 
at the Woman's Club in Denver and during these remarks he attacked the Anti- 
Defamation League in this regard, stating that it was probably the one that 
worked with the insurance company to get the insurance on the Woman 1 s Club 
Auditorium cancelled on the preceding night, . x 



J>7P 



He also delivered a short attack upon the Communists along his* 
usual lines during the course of which he stated as follows concerning 
President ROOSEVELT:,, y : . - ■ v * .;.-;;•' ■ ■'• .V-r".. ^.^ f '. 



■•>•*. 



..**'■ 



/' Must a little while before Mr. ROOSEVELT died Mr. ROOSEVELT •-;' r . ? 
ordered them to coamiasion Conmunists in the Army as officers. --"■- 
They are in the political life, in the Bureaucracy, in the school 
systems; They are in Denver University, They are in our state tax 
supported institutions." 

The major portion of his talk wasvan^arttack upon thflyyeoplea Inst itute , 
°f-A£g lJ! e Q Religion a nd the Rev, CLAUDfijjrfLLIAMS, who subject claimed is 

-5- ***fo*C*m& 
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an ordained Presbyterian minister on the payroll of the Home Miaionary 
Board of the Presbyterian Church and the head of the Peoples Institute ©*U^.. 
Applied Religion, He claimed that this organisation which he stated has ' ; 
headquarters in the Transportation Building in Chicago under the leadership '.,..-.'- 
of WILLIAMS is organizing young people, both white and colored all over the \ 
United States at great expense. He further claimed that witnesses have 
been produced who stated that they had seen WILLIAMS* membership card in the 
Communist Party ♦ ■ '- ,■-■ ■ 

■■■■■■■ - '■'A/" "',■■■■■■ '-'-*■ '■'■'•■'-■'■'/■:: ■ 

Following subject's talk Her. WESLBT r SWIFT, apparently of ' 
California, made a few brief remarks, some of which were allegedly anti- 
Communist and arti-Semitie. In the course of his remarks he stated! 

"I will tell you what will happen in America. Christians 
are going to meet and hare our elections in every ballot box. We are not 
going to vote for Jews. You can put that down! — you can tell your 
Jewish friends we will definitely occupy until Jesus comes* 11 ■■*. 

The meeting was closed with a brief prayer by KENNETH GOFF. 
Rev. HARVEY HOWARD SPRINGER was not in attendance at the meeting in view of 
a death in his family. 

ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAUX 

Copy of a report of the address of subject at the Woman's Club 
Auditorium, Denver on October 9, 1945 • , ; ; - 



Copy of a small new 
Colorado Republican," DEWEY. 




entitled "American Digest , combined with the 
, sole owner, issue of October, 1945* * 



Copy of a pamphlet entitled "The Plan" prepared by the Post-war 

Recovery Commission. t . , ( . . 

Copy of a flyer distributed by the Emergency Division, Denver Unity 
Council heading "Is Gerald L. K. Smith a Native Fascist?", 

Copy of a report of the proceedings at the Englewood Baptist 
Tabe rnacle , Oc to be r 10, 1945» ... ^ - : ■.■ : . ; ' ;, ; -. .',-'• \ h , v . k ... ...... 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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SUITS *ade no public appearance e op speech** % i" 
la San Dieg© Held Division. San Diego Board 
of Xdnoatlon denied hln use of Hoosevelt School 
Aadltorlun. At^ttBJH, Attorney for AKHRlCJtf 
OITU LIBERItSS UHION, In behalf of PATBOLL OSABASOT 
AS8O0IA5S0I, filed petition to foroe Sea Diego Board . 
ef Education to permit SMITH to speak, with negative 
remits. At Court Hearing audience aade up of 
Coaannisi Party acmbere and "Ha* and Iggers 9 * 
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Detroit Letter to Bureau dated October is, 1945» 



At SAY DIWO, . OAIITOHHU 



Beference letter Indicated that GBBALD I* X, SMITH van 
scheduled to apeak October 17, 1945, at Hiverslde, Calif ornia, October 21, 
1946, at San Diego, October 81, 1945, at Riverside, and HoTeaber 4, 1945, 
a* San Diego, California. ,-,......,; 

facial Agent % 1 advised that opposition \>1<*' 

la Bivereide County vae etrong agalnet GBBAXJ) I»» iT SMITH and further that 
through his coverage and contact with the Biverside Police Departaent and 
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•ad HlTerslde Sheriff •• Office It was ascertained that subject BOTH made 
ac appearances or speeches la Hirers Ida* 




Xt was ascertained throo£h 

and through sarreillanoe conducted by the writer that 8EBALD L* I* 
aade no speeches at nooserelt Junior High School as scheduled* "~ 
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6 On lerember 2, 1945, Attorney A. I* flKU of Xos Angeles* 

California, who represented the PATSOLL OUARAHTKI ASSOCIATION appeared 
before the Honorable Judge TUSESBTIKl, Department 6* Superior Court* Sen . - 
Diego, California, and filed a petition to force the 8an Diego Board of 
Sdueatloa to permit OXRAtf) L. X* SMITH to speak in looserelt Junior High 
School* Attorneys for the Board of Xdncatlon filed daanrer, and before 
sane could he answered* the Inst possible date SMITH could speak in San 
Diego * namely Voresber 4 9 1945 , had passed and tbas far no further proceedings 
hare been had concerning this natter* 

_ --,. local newspapers* particularly the SAI DIBOO DAIIT 

JOOBHAJi* starting In the early part of October 1945, published nunerous 
articles against GERALD I»* X* SMITH and brought out that originally SMITH 
had bean granted permission to speak in looserelt Junior High School but 
the permission was rescinded after complaints had been registered by the 
American Legion, the Cosmunist Party, and local labor unions* 
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San Diego Superior 
OXTIL MmHlS TOIQI 
was made up primarily 
■Ham and aggers 1 



imber 2, 1945* the writer was in Department 6* 
[, where the petition fil ed by VlfilH of the^OttRIGAI 
heard before Judge IGBSEBTXIl*. and the audience 
■embers of the Communist Party *&d members of 
the CfiBnuniBt Partv 
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_. _^ member of 

People 1 s World corre sponaeat « 715' o^re s en t was 
la^WKBICAI TOUTH TO* HEHOCRACT and KHECa^OT, Pre 
Association for the Advanoemsnt of Colored People* 
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1 DETROIT, MICHIGAN 



DATS WHIN MAO« 



K^M 



/10/45 



CKRAID LYMAN KENNETH SMITH _ 

with aliases^ Gerald L. K^miih, 
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9/26-28;10/l 
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d L, tfTSchmidt, Gerald LVSmithj 
'CMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; 



CHARACTER OP CAM 
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SEDITICM 



;rica first party 



Synopsis of facts: 




On September 27, 1945, SMITH held a 

meeting in Detroit which was picketed 

by various labor groups. After this - '/ * 

meeting SMITH left for the West Coast .,.■••■ _-\ 

and was reported to be establishing his _*?'- ; 

headquarters at Los Angeles, California, .,../. 

under the sponsorship of the Guarantee '■"■"■:■■*■•-■■- 

Payroll Association (Ham»n Eggs). SMITH 

is expected to return to Detroit the 

latter part of November, 1945, after a j^j**..^ . 

series of scheduled speeches while on jp^v •• *^Ai » c ' 0N **tt > 



the Coast* According to informants, ' ^jfr- 
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REFERENCE} 



SMITH f s appearance in Los Angeles and 
other cities was met with opposition, 
resulting in the picketing of his meetings* 
SMITH'S publications continue along the 
anti-Communist line* At the present time 
SMITH has organized a "Post-War Recovery *• 
Commission" which he alleges is to f ight 1 
Communism and to help the United States. ■ '■ 
during their reconversion period. 

-C - ■■ vT^i 
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Memorandum from the Bureau to the Detro 
Office dated October 11, 1945* 




Report of Special Agent 

dated October 12, 1945 , at Detroit, Michigan. 

Memorandum from the Detroit Field Division 
to the Bureau dated October 16, 1945* 

Memorandum from the Bureau to the Detroit 
Field Division dated November 7j 194S 
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At Detroit, Michigam 
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HARRY v FAINAR0, Daily Worker correspondent from District 7 
of the COMMUNIST PARTY, wrote several articles prior to this meeting at 
which time he berated SMITH as a Fascist • These articles which appeared 
in the Daily Worker and the Worker, Communist organs, described SMITH as 
the most menacing Fascist character ever to have any following .in the United 
States, These articles also criticized the Board of Education of Detroit \ 
for permitting SMITH to speak in a public school. ' : .v ^; . , ' ■" 
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It was reported in the "Los Angeles Examiner* for 
November 3, 1945> that as a result of the picketing at one of SMITH'S 
meetings 55 boys and girls were arrested for picketing which was other 
than peaceful* The article further went on to point out that according 
to the California law the Board of Education was compelled to allow tbe 
schools to be used by any organization whatsoever. The Board of Education 
further pointed out that unless the law was changed there would be no way : 
to prohibit men like SMITH from speaking at their public schools* 
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Copies of the August, September, and October issues of 
"The Cross and the Flag" as well as the September issue of the "Monthly 
Letter" and the September 6, 1945 issue of the "Weekly Letter" are being 
forwarded to the Bureau as enclosures to this report* 

At the present time SMITH is forming or has fonned a 
"Post-War Recovery Commission" which, according to him, is to fight Commu- 
nism in the Dnited States and to help the United States in its reconversion 
period* To promote this Commission, SMITH has edited a small pamphlet 
entitled "The Plan" wherein he has set forth his various ideas towards 
helping the returning soldier and the unemployed* He advocates a minimum 
income of $2,500 a year for each American family and points out that there 
is available an average income of $8,000 and that the remainder over and 
above the $2,500 would be thrown into the hopper of the American competitive 
system where initiative, honest competition, and private enterprise would 
"do its stuff." He also advocates a strong Navy and Arnqr but states that , 
this should not be accomplished by peace-time conscription* He states that 
it should be done by making the pay of the soldier and other members of the 
armed forces high enough to induce them to enlist for several years. 



SMITH also advocates what he terms constitutional money 
which, according to his definition, is money issued directly by Congreep 
and not through the Federal Reserve System. He states that constitutional. * 
money is guaranteed and underwritten by the productive capacity of the 2$<^ 
nation and believes that by this method the unemployment problem would b« ■■■'■. 
solved. In turn, SMITH advocates from $30 to $50 a week for every unem- ^ 
ployed person and every person over sixty years of age. 

SMITH claims that his plan can only be worked out by -.., 
following the Nationalist movement and by refraining from participating 
in international deals. ,}..,. F *':... rs *■. ..£ . 

Pursuant to referenced letter dated November 7, 1945» 
this case is being placed in a closed status and no further active investi- 
gation will be conducted by the Detroit Field Division* 

Also pursuant to this letter, all outstanding leads to 
other offices are being dis continued • 
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ENCLOSURES: 



and October, 1945* 



CONFIDlTl«i 



TO THE BUREAU ■JA/Tu*^ ' -. - 

.'%1>7!J»-^ 

Copies of "The Cross and 'the.' Flag" for August, September, 



September, 1945* issue of the Monthly Letter captioned 
"The Curtain Rises." 

A copy of the Weekly Letter for September 6, 1945« 
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Aasi*tant Attorney General T # L. Caodla Deeeclwr 20, 1«2£ 

■khn Edgar Bower - D^ctor,'\ihd^-fercim of* 'iiii'tig^« : ^V.>S"^ v ' 



(ERAU) LTU\N KEBNETH SHITE, with alia*** 
INTERNAL SEOJRITr - i ,..•'■ 

skditioi . |:? -7 : . ■ ■-:■'-> 






?br your Airther Inform Hon regarding the dboTe-»captlon ed lpdlrl dual 
there It trmajdtted herewith a copy of the report of Special Agent* 
^^^dated at Detroit, Michigan, on December 10, 1?1a?» ^^^^^^ 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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I'r. 



Tolso 
Ni cho 



All W& ra CONTAINED 
ttiK If ii&JLiiSslFIB) 
DATE— i4^^Si 




December 



LBN: ami 
to : 

FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



stated that . . 

the statement that the Director had written him to~^he effect 
that there was nothing subversive about his activities • He als 
stated that Smith exhibit e^^^^^er dated April 26th that the 
Director wrote to Smith. g| I wanted to know if we had ev 
the statement that Smithwa^^no^su'bversive. I told him I f e 
that the Director had written no such letter. .. **6AP'?? 





kr, Qurne* 



^^^^^m^ i Mr* Ourne 

of the~~Anti-Defamatio?xSLeague called and £ : g^- 

been told that Gerald L m it. Smi th was making *-« UI ™*' 




I checked the files carefully and find no sue 
find the letter of April 26th } which was written as a r 
Detroit matter. Following are the last two paragraphs 

"You may be assured that the assumptions you 
letter of April 18 are correct; i.e., no representative 
at any time attempted to coerce the management of any b 
your speaking in Ph 1 1 ad^nM^,^ r & gfcflgf j& t * euij/ ^otivi^t 
deny an American ci t izen nis civil' ±i bjert i as£- ^ ^z ^ ~ £/ 

"I appreciate your brvigfog this matte jg*to 1$5£ a 
will have no question concerning tLe. OQji% ctfi| fl/p fc&fiqli 

We have a transcript of h*spw£ch Tfta^krfrrfcft 4 *! 
.City wherein he refers to the letter. After referring 
called upon the audience to give the Director a bUi han 



h letter. I do 
esult of the 
of this letter: 
set forth in your 

of this^ureau has 
uilding zo^prevent 
fes des igned to 

ntion so that yon 
I." 
ade in Salt Lake 

to the letter, he 
d. 



_|*ola* me incidentally that Adams on of the Committee on 

un-American Activities is getting .ready to subpoena the records of the 

*w4kWV°J]^(? cracy >" the L eon>&irkhead organisation which- sponsored 
John rtoy < ~€atl&bh . He ^stated they were very much fearful that this was. ay 
attempt i^yget to the-^ADL, which has been referred^to as the Jewish Sf**y 
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ce ^Aemorandum • united states government 

Director, FBI DATB = December 27, tfW 

sic, fc-t.^ All WF0 ^ AT , 0N C0NTAlN[D 

cS^ A L ^T S SSr HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



SEDITICB 



DATE— ipffiji^ W-zfeL*^ 




The above-captiened individual arrived .In Housto n, Texas 
^onteceator 13, 1£U5 accompanied by his wife, RENATajfeoANT and) 

SMITH conducted a press conference at the Kice Hotel on 
the afternoon of Deo ember 13* 19U5 and from press reports of this eon* 
fere nee SUITE stated that ha was in Houston to contaot key figures who 
would help spread his gospel of nationalism in Texas* He declined, how- 
ever, to say who the key figures are he expected to contact in Houston* 

Other statements attributed to SMITH during this press con- 
ference include the following* In connection with isolationism, he statedt 
"Isolationists think a nation can live alone and unto itself* Rationalists 
»**- believe in keeping a nation f s Sovereignty, Let no nation control the blood 

or money of the United States - that is what we nationalists fight for** 

-■■■'.:';} Soviet Russia was branded as a "nation of savages" and should 

be dealt with as such* "Tou can sake a deal with savage head hunters, but 
you don»t have to give then a key to your front door", SMITH stated* SMITH 
said that the United States and Russia already are at war, and it will be 
out in the open in eighteen months to five years* 




He spent considerable tine in discussing 
this country and stated that he always finds out how many Cotmunlts are in 
a eonaunity when he applies for a permit to hold a mass meeting* In this 
connection, he stated, "That will bring the Comsunists into the open, and 
they will deluge the building superintendent and city authorities with pro- 
tests, threats and use every other method to harass me or keep me out of 
the city," 

The SMITH party left Houston on Friday, December lb, 19o5, 
stating that be intended to visit Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for the purpose 
of laving a wreath on the grave of HTTBT L0HO. He indicated, however, that 
he Intended to return to Houston sometime in the spring for the purpose of " 
holding a series of mass meetings* 

Ho investigative action will be taken in the event SKIIH ^ 
returns to Houston this spring unless requested by the Bureau or the Dst- 
roit Field Division* x 
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Board of Education 

of the 
City of Los Angeles 

Chamber ol Commerce Building 
Lob Angeles 15, California 

December 19, 1945 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director MII .,au nriuTlliuf 

Federal Bureau of Investigate*! j ^0^ T]f }{ CONTAlNl 

lfeftii^^4^ * am presuming to wrx^V^ u concerning certain circumstances... 

^HaSi* >"^n that have surrounded recent action by the Los Angeles City Board. ef ~:.^*-- 

fei**, "v '^W-' ! Education, in the thought that you may be able to supply this Board :^^. 

*?"^\. ?:"' '*!*£'"\:1 with information that it does not have. •->>"' 

25a -.T"v Last October, an organization of Los Angeles citizens applied 

to our Board for a permit to hold a meeting in the auditoriunfof "bile of ""* 

-;W£g£s£ /^ our ^-6 n schools. It was stated in the application that Gerald LsJC*.. , 

-- - .-i«liPI-i Smith jras to be one of the speakers at the meeting* A permit for the 

i : £^j|: ; '2tS] "Holding of the meeting was issued in due course. As soon as this fact 

&i^^^ , ; ^| was p U ^ii C i Ze d in the local press the Board was deluged with written 

feS£ : SSS and oral protests of citizens/of this community, objecting to the grant- 

W%^0«'&'*$*% Ang °** a permit for a meeting at which Mr. Smith could appear and speak. 

^^{^J2Tj Here in California we have certain provisions of jt^g?Q^.^6_^ 

f^^^MJLJ Education Code which are commonly referred to as "The Civic" Center' Act". 

ijjjs r53j^^^8| In substance, this law grants to organizations of citizens the right to 

I^^Sjfe '"'ipl hold meetings in public school buildings for the purpose of discussing 

^iiH^'-iSa political, economic, or other subjects which in their judgment pertain 

^R^^pf^ to the interests of the citizens of the community. The only exception 

I :| l^^ 7 y^ : 4 made by the terms of this law is that of persons or organizations who 

jIKJIlSl : ; | advocate the overthrow of our government by force or other unlawful 

ISfi^ifc^i means. This law has been repeatedly -Construed by our California courts 

KkillSifcftJ as meaning that a board of education has no power of censorship over the 

i§§'J£-ifr#£:3 character of a meeting proposed to be held by citizens in accordance a j 

W^9 "?1S* : j with the provisions of that Act, with the exception referred to. Th $/', 

K jhlg iiJ jBil 1 ! is, that it is mandatory upon boards to grant permits for such meet^fegsy 

j ^ n ^sfc r ^"^~iSr and that a board cannot legally deny such a permit because of the al- 

.;fli;B P'-iJ=: leged opinions and beliefs of the members of the organization or of 

iii"3- j Pr' i: s-i--=^lgS _ the person chosen by them to be their speaker* » 

>^- ~ '205 ocf XX iqcj Tnl8 law make 8 it equally mandatory upon a board to deny 

' sucn 4 a permit if it be proved that either the organization or the per- 

j eon chosen by it to be its speaker, advocates the overthrow of govern- 

; ment by force or other unlawful means. i * * VG? O, / cC ~D<£ / 

, Jfa^l'l / Pa )&^' KU ^— *> ^ "**" T 
^t fP^ - ^ 4^ 7 * * 39 JAR ■■? «* 
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Because of various charges that were made against Mr. 
Smith, our Board granted two public hearings for the purpose of 
affording an opportunity to citizens to appear and present any 
evidence they might have tending to prove that Mr. Smith advocates 
the overthrow of government by force or other unlawful means. 

Both of these protest meetings were attended by large 
numbers of people appearing as representatives of a considerable 
number of local organizations. Their common complaint was that Mr. 
Smith has been charged with having made, in years past, public state- 
ments which have had a tendency to stir up racial and religious 
hatreds and tending to show that he believed in what is popularly 
referred to as a Fascistic form of government. In support of those 
complaints it was said, for instance, that both he and his wife have 
been members of Pelley's Silver Shirt organization, the implication 
being that the~^llver Shirts advocate the overthrow of our government 
by force or otner unlawful means. Practically everything that was 
said against Mr. Smith boiled down to an expression of bitter dislike 
for the man personally, and for views that he is accused of having 
expressed; no evidence whatever was produced to show that he advocates, 
or has ever advocated, the overthrow of our government by force or 
violence. The members of the Board, in concurrence with members of 
the Los Angeles County Counsels Office who sat with them at these - 
hearings, so found and refused to revoke the permits for these meet- « 
ings at which Mr. &aith was to speak here in Los Angeles* 

Board members are still being importuned by various citizens 
to go further in their investigation of Mr. Smith's record, it being . 
contended that he preaches doctrines which would have the effect of 
advocating the overthrow of government by force. The Board has there- 
fore directed me to write to you to ask if you will be good enough to 
advise us whether or not your office has had occasion to investigate 
Mr. Smith's activities and, if so, whether you have found evidence 
that he advocates the overthrow of our government by force. It would 
be of value to us to know whether your office has or has not found any 
evidence supporting such a charge against Mr. Smith. 

I may state that in connection with the holding of the three 
meetings last October and November here in Los Angeles, the most 
vociferous opposition to the holding of the meetings, which took the 
form of picketing of meetings by mobs estimated to comprise from five 
to ten thousand persons, appears to have been local Communist groups, 
principally those Communists who appeared to be of the Jewish race. 
iThis has been explained by some by pointing out that Mr. Smith, in 
his local appearances, has purported to expose certain activities of 
Communists which, if true, would indicate that any patriotic American 
citizen should fight against such activities, and certain procedures 
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which are charged against the Communist Party. The only utterances 
made by Smith in his local meetings, which could be reasonably 
labeled as "rabble rousing", have been those in which he has de- 
nounced the Communists and their alleged program of activity in 
this country, 

w e shall greatly appreciate any information or comments 
that you may feel free to give us in regard to the matters herein- 
above set forth. 



Tours very truly, 

LAWRENCE L^LARRABEE 
President 




(LhJx^A^L^ 



Board of Education of the City of 
Los Angeles 
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Mr. Lawrence L. Umbct 

President 

Board of Education of the City of Los Angela* 

Chasber of Coaaeree Building T 

Loe Angelas 15, Calif oral* 

Dear Mr. Lam bee i ^ * 

Thia will acknowledge receipt of your lattar of Dsoeaber 19, 1945. 

11th regai-d to your Inquiry, I wish to advise that Inassmcn aa tha 
Inforaatlon yon daalra torolTaa fundiaentelly a question of law, I bare taken 
tha liberty of referring a oopy of your letter to Assistant Attorney General 
, JTheron L. Caudle In obargs of the Crlalnal Division of the Department of 
Justice for interpretation and appropriate eoosl deration* 
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If at any tine In the future you have any inforaatlon which you be- 
lieve to be of interest to thia Bureau, I want you to feel free to cotwunicate 
with m or with Special Agent R. B. Hood In charge of oxir Loe Angelas field 
IfcTision located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California.. 

Sincerely yours. 
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SMITH, with aliases ; 
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GEHALD L. K. SMITH returned to Los Angeles about October 
15 1945. and had planned to have meetings in a number or 
cities in the Los Angeles area. Mobilization for democracy, 

a new Communist front, is to consolidate all Communist 
activity. Communists and CIO leaders try unsuccessfully , 
to prevent Board of Education granting use of school 
building" to SMITH. Communist and CIO members and others . 
picket SMITH meeting at Polytechnic High School. PHILIP 
M. CONNELLY is leader of the pickets. ROBEUT V. KENNY, 
State Attorney General, is director of Mobilisation for 
Democracy activities. Mobilization for Democracy organizes 
Long Beach to prevent SMITH holding meetings there, _ 
Representatives of Communists and CIO succeed in having^ 
Masonic Temple cancel engagement of SMITH for use of hall. 
Many arrests made at Polytechnic High School meeting. 
Fifty-seven persons face court charges, many P^^gfJ^^ 
high school students. (J ■ --^^^"SSV?? ~^T 
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DETAILS: 



tC(ii%2 



AT LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA i 





GERALD L. K. SklTH was in L#s A nge ies In June and July, 1945 j 
and held a series of meetings at which a great amount of disturbance was 
created by his attacks on Communists and he singled out to a great extent J 
the activities of Communists and Jews in Hollywood, ttien he left, he stated 
that he would return in the fall for a series cf meetings. He arrived in \ 
Southern California on or about October 15, 1945, and was scheduled to speak 
in the following cities in Los Angeles: j 



Pomona . < 

Riverside I 

Pasadena ; 

San Bernardino 

Long Beach j 

San Diego . : 

Uodesto 

Sacramento " •' 

San Jose *• 
San Francisco 
Oakland 

Fresno I 

Los Angeles \ 

Pomona w\ f 

Riverside * 

Fasaaena ' { 

San Bernardino | 

Long Beach j 

San Eiego | 

liodesto I 

Sacramento ■ 

San Jose j 

San Francisco f 

Oakland j 

Fresno. • 

i 
"when SMITH was in Los Angeles in July, 1945, he made a speech 
at the ^hrine Auditorium on July 20 iiyjhicj^je. made the following j 

statements in substance, according tofl M £*/£< 

"You can make up your minds when you come to call down the t 
imps of Hollywood, the devils of Hell, and they will spend ^50,000 , 
in ten days under -the leadership of pro-Communists and Stalinite 
agents like C£SON^~ELLES and his trained seals to fight you because . 
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you stand for Christ first in America, that you are doing some good." 

"You knov, you hear all sorts of talk about GBnALD L. K. 

SMITH and his storm troopers The Communists use a circular with 

a drawing of a Nazi on the cover "with a wicked cat-of-nine-tails, 
titled, 'Joist this happen in Los Angeles? 1 You turn to the inside 
and it says, 'GEPjLLD L. K. SKITH comes to Los Angeles with his storm 
troopers.' Yes, I came to this meeting tonight with what they call 
my 'storm troopers'. The men who escorted me to this meeting tonight 
wore all young ministers of the gospel. "e stopped in the dressing 
room, used by the actresses when they use this auditorium for a ■ 

theatre, and we knelt down and prayed, that is the kind of storm \ 

troopers I had and in case any of my cynical enemies who insist that 
the Pastors ' Committee is a fake and non existent, I want you to know 
that practically every gentleman on this platform or at least 6C# of 
them are ministers of the gospel." 

"I realize that the Communists have used the strategy of 
racism, which we do not introduce, racism is no part of our campaign, 
but they have introduced the question of racism in order to alarm 
the hysterical Jews, in order to arouse the Negroes; but they haven't 
succeeded in arousing the Negroes thus far; so if you went to the 

Olympic tonight in fact a member of my committee said that 

without a doubt at least B5% to 90£ of the people at the Olympic tonight 
are Jews/ fcay I say this to the Jewish community, if you are represented 
here tonight, be you an agent or to listen in: study the practical 
strategy of your people in the public relations problem. . < . your 
people will not make the friends you need in this critical hour if 
you allow your fears to be exploited in this critical hour by the 
Communist Party, 1 ' t 

"All right, ladies and gentlemen, I am willing to wager a 
hat, shoes and undershirt, there will be no resolution at the Olympic 
Auditorium tonight against Red Communism. I am willing to wager 
my shirt the attorney General of the s tate of California will make 
no attack at the Olympic Auditorium tonight against Communism, why? 
Because he and others, operating this Communistic program ar6 
playing the Communist Party line. *j»hy are they so afraid? '."Jhy do 
they spend these thousands and bring in - movie stars and left wing 
politicians, the Attorney General cf the State of California? 
They had 60 men at the Ambassador and the food cost *10.00 a plate; 
they paid 4^00.00 just to set up a press conference to publicize 
this meeting they are holding; they say for the purpose cf stopping 
GERALD L. K. SttETH. >hy that fear? .<hy so apprehensive concerning 
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our activities on the coast? It is because when this war is over 
there will be a million unemployed on the rf'est Coast. . . don't let 
anyone deceive you, you have have all kinds of interviews with 
Er. Kaiser on operating new factories, ... but a confidential 
report to the Federal Reserve Bank in this zone reveals these 
factories now manufacturing war materials are going to be closed 
and not be reconverted to peace time factories and there will be 
millions unemployed on the west Coast and the Communists are planning 
to exploit the hunger, unemployment and chaos in behalf of a revolution 
under the fl*d flag. And don't you be deceived, they are getting 
ready for the explosion. Ihey. kicked Earl ^rowder out of leadership 
and put at the head uILLIAM ^-POSTER j they repudiate EARL BRCWDEH 
because he was getting along with the Administration -and now. they 
are going to restore their plan of class warfare, which means over- 
throw of the government of the United States by force, and they have 
moved their strategic headquarters to Hollywood, California, to 
take over when this war is over, and they know GERALD L. K. SMITH has 
got their number." 

"When the press came out and interviewed me at the hotel, 
they said to mej 'Mr. SMITH, what about these people being out to 
destroy GERALD L. K. SKTTH and everything he stands for?' I said 
if you get HOMER CHAILLAUX of the Americanism Committee of the American 
Legion and get Senator TEH..EY, Chairman of the Committee to Investigate 
un-American Activities in this state to endorse the meeting at the 
Olympic Auditorium, I will cancel my meeting at the ^hrine and invite 
my people to join you, but may I say this: I am willing to Wager that 
Senator Tenney and Homer Chaillaux are just as conscious of the 
mechanizations behind this fake outfit as I am or anyone here in this 
audience tonight." 

,__^^^^^„ informed that on August 26, 1945, about 1,200 people 

met at the TosTnge^s City College and formed the4gi^biJi^tdon_ for 

Democr acy", a new Communist front which, according V; Eo~~the announcement, itas 
to be a committee with power to act as a committee for all the organizations 
composing it, "but not as a membership organization" but that it wasHo 
screen all suggestions ana resolutions, and pass those they approve and 
reject those they do not approve". 

Source further informed that the following parties are to 
control and direct the activities of the MFD. 

ROBERT W^-KENNY, Attorney General of California, chairman; 
GECea^r6 TILLER, secretary; 

CARfi£4fcVi'I]ILIA&S, treasurer, writer and professional sponsor; 
PHILIP MrWCWNEIXr, CIO member and secretary of the LAIUC. 
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This source further advised that this MFD was first set up 
as an emergency committee at the Royal Palms Hotel on July 17, 1945- 
He also informed that the MFD called the great mass meeting at the 
Olympic Auditorium at which its officers claimed 12,000 citizens W6re • 
in attendance and that ^3.0, 000 in cash was raised to finance its activity, 
the principal one of which at that particular moment vras the activity of 
G2RALD L. K. SMITH. 

Later, the IfiFD issued a list of eighteen things which they 
must fight to obtain or fi^ht tc prevent someone else from obtaining, 
all of which were in conformity with the present Communist Party line. 

About the time that G2RALD L. K. oStlTH returned to Los Angeles 
in October, 1945> an announcement appeared in the papers giving his 
schedule of appointments. 

The Los Angeles Daily Ne7/s for October 12, 1945, stated that 
GEJiALD L. K. SMITH yesterday received the O.K. from the Los Angeles School 
Board to address a mass meeting on school property after a similar request 
had been denied by the ^an -^iego School Board, The approval was given by 
the board in reply to a request for the use of the Polytechnic High D chool 
Auditorium next Wednesday night for a free public meeting sponsored by the 
Fay Roll Guarantee Association. 

It stated that c ity School s uperintondent YIERLIM} KERS21" 
advised the Los Angelas School Board against ^proving the request, 
fearing "a bad situation might arise in connection with that person's 
speaking in the school building". ( 

"There are sharp feelings in the city about SMITH", said 
l^ERSEI, "we must be careful of arousing sentiment". 

LA3SRENCE L. LARRABES, president of the board, stated: "But 
we can't deny SMITH if we don't deny Communists, we have no right to 
anticipate a riot or a disturbance." 

"Permission was granted for the use of the auditorium at 
a charge of $37.00 for a period not to exceed 7:00 to 10:00 P.M. A 
sign disclaiming the School Board's sponsorship of the meeting will be 
placed in the auditorium", board members stated. 

The Los Angeles Aaily News for October 16, 1945, stated that 
an estimated 100 southland organizations will appear before the Los 
Angeles City Board of -Education today to protect SMITH'S scheduled 
appearance next Wednesday. They want the permit to SMITH cancelled. 
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The article further stated that if the School Board does not, 
cancel the permit and if the speech comes off as scheduled in spite of the 
pretest, the spokesman added, plans were underway to have 10,000 pickets, 
at the meeting. . -~ 

The article stated that the Mobilization for Democracy" 
leaders said, "The groups objecting to 'rabble rouser SMITH'S appearance 
had passed the IOC mark and was expected to approximate 200 before the 
Board of Education meets" ♦ 

It may be stated that ROBERT a. KENNY, Attorney General of the 
State of California, CAruSX Mc'jTILLIAMS, and GEORGE STILLER are the leaders of 
"Mobilization for Democracy" which is leading the opposition to SMITK. 

The U>s Angeles Examiner for October 16, 194.5, stated! 
"Despite vociferous protests from a capacity audience that included several 
Hollywood celebrities, the Board of ^ucation refused to rescind its 
permit for S?£ETH to speak at Polytechnic High School". 

/ LA7*RE1\ T CE L« LARRABSE, President of the Board, explained to 
more than 300 protestants that under the State c ivic Ceniar Act, the Board 
was powerless to deny a permit to the organization sponsoring SMITH'S 
appearance. He statedt "Among the /speakers who asked, the board to' revoke 
the permit were Hollywoodites SDDI^CANTGR and DCROThTTARKER; PHILIP M. 
COWSSLLY, secretary-treaturer cf the LAIUC, CAKSY Iffc^ILLlAKS, and ISAAC ' 
-y^PACKT, former judge of the State Superior Court" » ' 

A dodger wa3 issued advertising a mass meeting at the new 
Masonic Temple at Long Beach, California, on October 20, 194-5 • It was 
designated as air ff A mejgxanJ&t.xJ.n.. ike tionil . The principal speakers were 
the following a 

ORSON 7BU£S, writer, ROBEHT W. KENNY, State Attorney General, 
Long Beach iiobilization for Democracy, and "more than 100 other community 
organizations and leaders". It listed JQ1&I4ADDEN as chairman and master 
of ceremonies. / * """"— 



Here". 



On the back of this dodger was the heading, "It can't Happen 



i ! 

The ^il j^PflnpT p« ..r.yiri fo-r October 12, 1945 9 under the heading 
"Hollywood will picket If Smith Speaks", stated that if GERALD L. K. SfclTH, 
America's No. 1 Fascist, successfully completes his speaking date at 
Polytechnic High s chool next Wednesday night, he will be confronted by "a 
giant picket line - Hollywood style. 
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It stated that this was issued today after 700 citizens 
enthusiastically, cheered the suggestion of PHILIP ii. CONNELLY, secretary- 
treasurer of the LAII70 at the 0" 5v s n ic auditorium last ni^ht. 

It stated that indignant citizens will appear at a Board of 
-Education hearing at 5:00 P.M. lionday at the Chamber of Commerce to 
protest rental of the school to SL'ITH. It stated that if the board insists 
on permitting SjlITK use of the school then "the picket line rill be 
organized". It stated that CQKMSLLI spoke at the mass meeting cf the 
Citizens Committee for the motion picture strikers which was called to 
protest police and gocn terror against Hollywood picketers. He noted 
that SklTH appeared in town when workers are being assaulted in a Fascist 
manner and questioned whether it is merely coincidental* SJilTK and anti 
labor violence "go hand in hand", CGNtfELLI pointed out, and they cannot 
be separated. 

The iJail> Peoples ''or Id for October 17, 1945, under the heading, 
B 300 L.A. Groups to •Greet* Smith with Picket Line", statedi "iiass indigna- 
tion of los Angeles citizens at the American Fascism of GBfULD L. K. SiilTH 
will be expressed in a huge picketing demonstration tonight in front of the 

Polytechnic High O chool". 

"300 organizations which will be represented at the mass - 
picketing include the following: 'Kobilization for flemocracyJg flational 
Association for_the ^Advancement j)f Colored People, H.I.C.C. oi^SBf, ~ 

— rfiatio tnl-^CTtTze ns PaCJ&Jq lffiv pod Demo era tjcCoaait teey tf 10 Cp uaell, 

*J&i jri ^r l ean Fede ration ofTeachers^Par~nts Council^&merican- Jewish Council^ 
^i^hirteentti Councilmanic Citizens Commit teey^feusi clans TMIqIT TToT" jffTjjr^erican 
' ,^k£rans™Council,^^ All ~JewisE ii ar Veterans posts, 

If stated that the Hollywood Strike Strategy Committee has 
bien invited to participate, , ; 

| informed that on Octobar 15, 1945, a hearing' was J? *)£)' 
had before the Los Angeles School *3oard which was called by the Kobiliza- 
tion for democracy, a recently formed Communist front, to protest the 
action of the i*oard of Education in granting the use of Polytechnic High 
School to GERALD L. K. SldTH. Invitations to this meeting wer6 sent out 
over the signatures of t£e" following! *' 

ROBERT w/KENKX, State Attorney General; .^^ 

CAKSI MafrlLLIAtoS, writer and professional sponsor; ■ 

G-SOHGff*WJiPBSIiL, secretary', AFL Musicians No. 47; . 

PAULIN^-LAUBEFv, secretary of the Hollywood writers liobilization; V 1 

FRAxJJvPELLETT, Legislative Chairman of Standard Kule Unions; 
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PHILIP M. CONNELLY, Secretary-Treasurer, LAIUC; 

ELLEANCREAfeOwlTZ, CIO-PAC Secretary;. 

Mrsu FRE ft^y OLLQCK, Chairman, women's division, American 

Jewish Congress; 

LECjJ^AlilN, Executive Director; • 

Jewish County Council. 

Scurce informed that PHILIP M, CGNKELLY spoke at length and 
stated that the racial tension and bigotry have reached a danger point all 
over the United States. He cited instances of race-hate riots among students 
in the schools, hew in Los Angeles recently, the white children came to 
school armed with chains and other weapons, determined to drive the colored 
children from the school, how white parents drove through the district 
threatening the Negro parents if they continued sending their children to 
that school, COKrijiLLY. said that the situation was such that the people in 
Los ^ngeles we're so aroused over the appearance of SMITH that their group 
"would be unable to handle them". He further stated, "The people were going 
to picket the meeting and the CIO could not be responsible for what might 
hao :en n . 



8* 



MM 



CONNELLY stated that at the time SldlTH appeared in Los Angeles 
previously, the CIO had been able tc keep "law and order" but this time, it 
would be "utterly impossible for them tc dc so if the board insisted upon 
allowing the use of public school property by SMITH". He stated that it is 
well known that Sk'ITH travels with a "bunch of goons and thugs to protect 
him" and if the board does not rescind their actions, there -.vas "danger of 
the reoccurrence of the. Detroit incident". 
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The result of the hearing was that the Beard of Education ruled 
that SldTH had a right to speak in the school buildings. , 

This same source advised that after the hearing was over, the 
crowd designating themselves as "Mobilization for democracy" numbering 
between 300 and 350, 7/ent directly from the 3oard of ^ucation in the Chamber 
of Commerce Building to the ^oyal palms Hotel. Source stated that there 
was a meeting already in progress at the Palm3 Hotel when the CONNELLY crowd 
arrived; that COI^TSLLX and a few of his friends gathered in the rear of the 
room and evidently were making plans to put over the program they wanted. 

CONNELLY was overheard to say: "If that dodo tries to run in 
a sub committee hers tonight, we'll have to do something*. 



C$r& 



At this meeting, the chairman said that C^H 1 HALL0RAN, "est 
Coast Director of the UAJ, would establish the picket line. He said that 
seventeen organizations will be ready with picket captains. He also stated 
that fifteen thousand pamphlets would be issued by the regional staff and 
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that sound trucks would be furnished and all unions and organizations 
should attend- 

Source further stated that a dark complexioned young man with 
a slight impediment of speech, -whose first name w > ii yffi URICE, took the 
floor as a representative of th^iiint^aMj'.'&s.qist .^efugee^ommitiee for 
local 26 of the JJji\] and stated in part that "transportation would be 
furnished by caravans, shop stev/ards would be captains, chief stewards would 
be Lieutenant Generals of the pickets and the committee staff to run the 
set up with the CIO Council and any other groups wishing to participate". 

Ke added that most of the brothers he worked with were Mexicans 
and Negroes and they knew what GERALD L. K. SMITH means to do with them, and 
he would guarantee that they would -see to it that when SMITH was run out of 
Los Angeles, ho would be in no shape to return. 



S 



^ource informed that another man, one "who had been talking to 
C0N2*ELLY in the rear of the room, stood and asked that they make an 
amendment to a motion making PHILIP M. CONNELLY marshal, which was acted 
upon at once. s 

Smith tie e ting at Polytechnic High School 
October 17, 1945 

!has informed that this meeting was highly publicized 
by various groups, such as labor unions, the Daily Peoples World, the 1#D, 
the ClO, thsi^- l^*7o odJEndspendent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions, the American Jewish Council, the International workers' 
Gro^rJ' "andTothers,, including, the Socialist Workers Party (Trotskyite), 
Tibrkers Party (Trotskyite ),-Hgci£ic-^ound Equipment^ompanVj th^^wne^ 
Avenu e For um operated* by V/HITE*i4jcLEAN, a well known Communist £arty member, 
and many other organizations. . 

Source informed that radio stations announced the picketing 
of the SMITH meeting on the evening of October 17, 1945, at the Polytechnic 
High School and called for the picketing of the meeting; branding SHITE as 
a "native Fascist", a "hate breeder", and an "anti labor agitator • 

Source further stated that the pickets brought t^o sound trucks 
to the meeting and parked them immediately in front of the entrance to the 
high school. They were furnished by the Ufc'f-CIO and the UMM and Sif-CIO. 

y ■ 

This source further informed that SYLVAi^fASTERNAK, a known 
Communist, brought a carload of placards to the meeting. The placards 
bore such slogans such as "stamp out Fascism in America", "No beachhead 
for Fascism in Los. Angeles", "IKm-CIO will fight GERALD L. K. SMITH", 
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"Our Boys ^ied for the Democracy Smith would Destroy". 

i 

Source further informed that PHILIP M. CONNELLY, secretary of • 

the LAIUC, announced over the loud speaker that "all longshoremen were to s 
be the picket captains £nd asked them to go to the opposite side of the 
street and mejt a BIIAr**OtfE-JCB and get their instructions and keep the 
picket line moving and" keep it peaceful". 

i 

Source informed that approximately thirty-five Negroes, members j 
of the ^hip Scalers Union, arrived and took their place in the picket line. \ 

The crowd was shouting, "Down with Smith", "Down with Fascism 1 ', "we will run j 

him out of town", and other similar statements. \ 

I 

One of the speakers read over the loud speaker an excerpt from i 
the United ^tates 7;ar Department instruction sheet issued to Army orientation 1 
officers dated March 24, 1945, reading as follows* "How to Recognize an j 
American fascist". _ , 

Source further informed that FHILIF M. CONNELLY appeared to be 
in full charge of the picket line. He gave instructions over the loud speaker. >. 
Also, he walked along the picket line shouting instructions to the pickets. 

/ \ 

This source further stated that AERAHid^GNKUS, a well known 
member of the Communist Party and a member of th^feolexa.tlQn„c^_l€aPi}ers.^ 
AFL, made a talk over the loud speaker in which he stated that there were 
numerous school teachers in the picket line. .Then MINKUS had finished, 
the announcer stated, "this is the man who is fighting Fascism in the schools. 
He is teaching your children and mine the real dangers of fascism." 



\ He 



;/. 



Source further stated that CHARUOTT^JASS, editor of the 
T7§alifornia.^afil£^_made a fiery speech in which she denounced the. Los Angeles 
Folice Department, stating: - nT hese are the same men who are gassing and 
clubbing the strikers in the Hollywood motion picture strike"* 

This source further informed that by about 7:45 P.M., the lower 
floor of the auditorium was filled to capacity. In the balcony, there was 
a group of about "twenty-five Juvenile hoodlums" who undoubtedly were sent * 
into the auditorium by someone to cause trouble. These juveniles were 
members of tjip ^ungJgcJLaj^t^lub. They made loud noises with their shoes, 
spoke loudly, 'anaT~one member was seen to stamp his feet on the floor and ■ 
was.l^esTd to say, "These are the same shoes I m?de so much noise wj.th at 
tfrsjOTOUT K FOR CHRIST 1 me sting". 

Source further informed that at about 7:40 P.K., SMITH entered 
the auditorium through the rear entrance and was met by several of his 
followers who were shaking his hand and asking questions...,- 
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Source stated that SMITH took the rostrum and immediately 
received a tremendous ovation from his followers and boos, cat-calls, and 
hissing from his opponents vrho wer6 in the audience. He quoted SKETH 
as saying, "If you people here this evening have observed th6 type of people 
7/ho are outside the auditorium attempting to prevent this meeting from being 
held, I want to tell you that these groups are encouraged by Hollywood motion 
picture magnates and EDDIE CANTCR and the 'red rats' of Hollywood". 

Source informed that there was loud applause by the audience and 
SKITH then said: "If you believe that, let's give it a hand", at which time 
loud applause was given to SMITH. 

Informant stated that SMITH at that time stated that his son 
had fought to uphold the constitution of the United States, freedom of ■ 
speech, and assemblage and that he, S&ITH, felt that he would be a poor 
father if he didn't do his part in defending the rights of freedom of speech 
and assemblage in the United States and "God willing, I am going to do that". 

Informant stated that SMITH at this time explained that J2£AD£ 
■^^IcCIANAHAN was not present for the reason that he had on that date buried 
his two'ysar old grandson, ^his statement was loudly booed by the opposition, 
SKITH then stated that if these "red rats" thought they could prevent anyone 
from attending this meeting, he said, "they have not stopped us and I will 
hold anot- er meeting in this city -.dthin "too or three weeks" . SMITH further 
stated that "they had also taken credit for running him out of town the last 
time I was here" but he stated that "he had not been run out of town by % 
'your Communist ^tate Attorney General Robert *. Kenny' or by anyone of these 
'red rats'", SMITH stated he had travelled several thousand miles and had 
held meetings in numerous large cities in which he had addressed large 
crowds. At this time, a private in the United States Army stepped to the 
aisle and asked those in the audience to go with him and take SMITH off the 
platform. He ~>vas applauded by a small group of people scattered in the 
audience and he was immediately escorted from the hall. 

This informant stated that at another point during Mr. SMITH'S 
speech, a colored soldier in uniform stood up and openly denounced the 
speaker and immediately left the auditorium. 

Source informed that SMITH later in his speech stated that the 
Soviet Union is now trying to float a loan of six billion dollars and that 
this amount "would be enough to pay each returned soldier a good bonus". 

Source stated that SlilTH then stated, "vVhat's wrong with doing 
something for the Jimericans?" 

Source informed that ALBEiSLADE, representative ' of Attorney 
General Robert "J* Kenny' 3 Office, was observed, talking to PHILIP M, CONNELLY 
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outside the auditorium and again he observed him in the auditorium where 
he remaned until approximately 9:40 P.M. This source estimated that there 
were approximately 5,000 people present at the height of the demonstration 
outside the Polytechnic High a chool. 

Jadvised that the Mobilization for Democracy met at the; 

rJCA at Long Beach on October 13, 1945, and held a meeting and set up an 
executive comrrdttee, selected temporary, officers and raised 4*300 for the 
purpose of organizing and planning to keep GERALD L. K, SMITH from speaking 
in Lori£ Beach on October 20, 1945, as the same action had been taken with 
respect to SMITH by the MFD at Los Angeles. 

This source further advised that it was learned that 3i ITK 1 s 
organization had rented a hall in the Masonic Temple for October 20, 1945, 
and also that the MFD was wanting to rent a hall in the same building on 
the same date and hour, that is, in the evening. Source stated that they 
sensed at onc e that thsre wastroubla brewing. Source stated that contact 
was mads withW Bof the Masonic Temple, and it 'was 

learned that tneDHiH organ izax^nnaa made a twenty dollar deposit on 
the hall for October 20 and November 3, 194%- 1<fc T ' as also learned that the 
MFD group had made arrangements to rent the "hall from the manager of the 
building, but the MFD group had not made a--tfeposit. The hall for SMITH had 
been rented in the name of the Pay Roll Guarantee Association, 



bno 



Source stated that many phone calls were received by 
defending that she return t ^yfe^&i^^ de bv the SMITH group and refuse 
SMITH the use of the hall. ^^^2||!§5^became alarmed and returned the 
deposit made by the SMITH group and apprised them that the hall would not 
bo available for them. 





Among 



The twenty dollars was returned to 

stating that they would sue her for damages. D oon there; 
received a letter signed by attorneys and bt 
the signature^ were those oJ 
anattorney,* M and ^_ M __^^^ M _ - ^_ 

Wt that she was within her rights in refusing the use of the hall 
to SMITH and upon their recommendation, she again returned the check to the 
SMITH organization. 

^ fc^^gne^that on October 18', the MFD, being 

successful irrhavHgl | of the Masonic temple a t Long 

■fceach, cancel the reservation made by the SMITH group, then made arrangements 
to secure the "Masonic Hall for Saturday, October 20, 1945. Source informed 
that invitations were sent to many substantial citizens of Long Beach, 
including the Chief of Police ALVIN F. SIAIGHT, and' Inspector R. M. ANDERSON 
of the police department to attend this meeting. 




\>1U 
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This source further reported that the main speakers at this 
meeting "./ere the following x ( 

i ALB32 SLADE, representing Attorney General Robert Tt. Kennyj 
"\7 ALBEaaii^LTZ, author and writer for *'arner Brothers s tudios; 
R. C^£AHK3R, "who >ms the chairman of the meeting. -/ 



Source informed that during the evening, there were other 
speakers who expressed their viev.-s regarding SiaTK and the Pay Roll Guarantee 
dissociation, known as "HAH ! N EGGS", which had sponsored the SMITE meeting. 

- that a motion was made from the 
floor which provided that the group which was present at this meeting 
should be considered as charter members of the MFD in Long ^each. The 
motion "carried and the chairman-instructed tha group to do their utmost 
tc get as many in attendance at the October 20, 1945, meeting as possible. 

C-EGHGE SHIBLEY, an attorney at Long ^each, announced that he 
had tenatively engaged ORSON "J3IL2S as the main speaker for that meeting, 
which was to be made the main talking point for attendance* 

_^^_ "t^at &iITH and his sponsors . had 

made arrangements to hold a meating at" the Masonic Temple in long ^each on 
October 20, 1945, and had paid the rental in advance, but source informed 
that seme of the gang from the KFD in Los ^ngeles came to Long ^each and 
held a meeting, several of whom source recognized as Communists. 



i?s> 



Source stated that it was announced at thip meeting that ORSON 
175 T.T.7.R could not be present and explained ' that KERBERt^IBSRHAN had come to 
fill his place on the program. 



T\ 



Source stated that BIBEHMAN devoted much time to "florid 13ar III 
and stated that SixITK and the fascists wer6 planning to bring it on. He 
explained that "some of us woke up" and tried to tell them what was coming 
before wc got into 7Jbrld »»ar II but he stated that there were thousands 
of young men who were too young to understand. BIBERMAN further stated, 
"Because more people did not wake u L - f we lost those fine young men." 
BIBERHAN eharged that SklTH and his like were trying to start it all over 
again. 

Source further stated that BIBERMAN stated, "nothing is going 
to step this committee from keeping SMITH from spoiling a world so maiy 
have died to save"* 



-13- 



U 



V-:- -^fcUK-J->-i^^Hwiirf' ^ -..-'...-■iv. 



$&H 



jjrfr 


y 


35 


a 


a*- 




i 


•■■ 


-j*» 


■j 


!>■■■ 


"** 


IF: 


-^ 
^ 


j*~ 


-^ 




■j 




■'► 



m 






V. i ■'■ i -: ■ - ~% ■.,.,:-■,-; :.■ " . \?~ •' ,'>v^ " :"?»■« .: V T% ■ ■ — -"T^* W^T ^S^^fe^'P* *■ "■ * 



CO •• O 



IA 100-7945 , 

Source further informed that several others spoke, each one 
depicting "what a calamity it would be to permit SMITH to speak in Long 
Beach". By way of explanation here, it may be stated that HERBERT BIBERMAN 
is the party who was picketing the white House on June 22, 1S41> when HITLER 
launched his campaign against Russia. It may also be stated that BIBERMAN 
was the "fast Coast director of th tf i'^ flC rican Peace Mobilization, afterwards the 
i n * W aerican Peoples Mobilization^ """ 

■j M that a meeting of the MFD was held at the ,£>7p 

Masonic '^enrpTe^U^^each^'alifornia, on Ctetober.20, 194-5. This source 
stated that the plans for this organization were carried out according to \ 

plans laid down by the organization leaders at the meeting at the Los 
Angeles City College August 26, 1945. 

This source stated that a 'small number of persons who are 
promoting the formation of a Mobilization for democracy local at Long Beach 
announced a dinner meeting to be held at a prominent hotel, and invited 
prominent businessmen, city officials, and others of good standing to meet 
with them to discuss matters of mutual interest. The promoters have one 
or more prominent speakers to outline their program which is made to appear 
very attractive. The real purpose of the meeting is not revealed but they 
endeavor to get the persons present to commit themselves to support the . 
program and join with them in their undertaking, 1'he result is that no one 
demands to know what they propose to do and there is a sort of silence gives 
*ffr-jj| consent" to support their program. The promoters then put notices in the 

>*ljj| newspapers about the meeting and give the names of the officials and other 

prominent persons who attended the first meeting and make the bol,d statement 
that the persons named "are members of the Mobilization For democracy". In 
the same announcement in the newspaper, the promoters always announce a 
mass meeting within two or three days after the dinner meeting. Everything- 
is rushed through and no one is given opportunity to withdraw from the 
commitment. ) 

At the dinner, the promoters announce that some prominent 
Hollywood star has been engaged to appear at the mass meeting and this fact 
is used in their leaflets, which are distributed all over the city and 
outlying districts in order to draw a large crowd. .«hen thecrowd is gathered 
at the mass meeting, they call out the names of prominent men and city 
officials, whether they are there or not, and request them to come to the 
platform. Enough will come forward to make a large group on the platform, 
who appear to be in favor of the program. 



Source stated that a motion is then made to the mass meeting 
to form a permanent organization with a special action committee and a 
plan to appeal to the *ity Council and County Supervisors to make this 
committee a part of the local government. The proposal is that the committee 
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is to be "composed of appointees" but not elected. Said committee is to 
be furnished "with city funds to use as they see fit". 



■r 



This source further reported that it will be noted that the j 
same people who are leaders of the Mobilization for Democracy are also in i 
such organizations as the JOINT ANTI FASCIST REFUGEE CO&aTTEE, THFJITiZEffi^ 
C(3.'^ITTSE FQFl. POLITICAL ACTION, THBi^OLUWCOD DEMOCRATIC CCfoMITIEE, and |. 

other organizations of this nature. , ■ ! 

The Los A n geies Ne-<7s for November 5, 1945, carried a picture j 
of a picket line, picketing the GERALD L. K. SMITH meeting at the Polytechnic 
High School. The article states that fif-fcy-seven demonstrators face court j 
for picketing the SMITH rally; that fifty-seven men, women and minor-age ; 

boys and girls were scheduled to appear in Lincoln Heights ihinicipal Court 
on charges of disturbing a rally staged by GERALD L. K. SMITH. It further 
stated that the law "hauled them away from the meeting". Adults were booked ' 
on "charges of interrupting a public meeting in a public school" 5 juveniles 
were charged with violating a state law having to do with "parental supervision" 

The article stated that an estimated 8,000 persons picketed the 
meeting outside the school. 

The article further stated that "several hundred in the audience 
had come not to cheer SMITH", however, "police, spaced a few feet apart in 
every aisle in the auditorium, pounced on all disruptors and promptly led 
them away. Some objectors stood up, shouted their dissent to utterances of 
S&ITH, and then walked out voluntarily. There was no trouble outside where \ 
the thousands of pickets marched, carrying placards, denouncing SMITH and 
Fascism". . j 

"Helmeted police roped off traffic and stood side by side to j 
form a lane along which SMITH'S sympathizers could walk through the picket ! 
line and enter the school. The police carried clubs and gas masks." j 

"Inside the auditorium three rows of the audience, which were j 
filled mostly with soldiers, ostentatiously read newspapers to show their 1 
disregard for SMITH when he went through his platform routines." , 

"There were a number of scuffles -with police. One boy received"; 
a minor leg injury. At one point, SMITH paused in his speech and said to i, 
police, 'Take 'em out horizontally as far as I am concerned'". ; 

"The picketing was sponsored by the Mobilization for democracy : , 
recently begun by State attorney General Robert «f. Kenny, labor union leaders, ] 
and various citizens groups. After the SMITH meeting, the pickets adjourned 
for a meeting of their own in the Olympic Auditorium." 
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The Los Angeles News for November 6, 1945, stated in part: 
"picketing and a rally meeting at. Olympic Auditorium were sponsored by 
the Mobilization for democracy organization headed' by Attorney b eneral 
Robert rf. Kenny and by labor union leaders and other groups. Among the ■! 

pickets arrested were several youths who were arrested last Friday in \ 

students' picketing of the Board of i^ucation protesting SMITH'S use of j 

the school for his meeting". ' ■ . " ! 

The ^aily Peoples world for November 5, 1945. under the heading, | 
"■^ankin Red D aiters Called Fascist Threat", stated that "immediate dissolu- j 
tion of the house committee on un-American activities was asked today in a 
petition to President Truman from the HOLLYWOOD INDEPENDENT CITIZENS CaailTTEE 
OF THE ARTS SCIENCES, AND PROFESSIONS. The statement declared that the house 
comirdttee headed by representative JOHN RANKIN through its drive against 
the freedom cf the radio and film industry and its threat against newspaper 
columnists is aiming to establish Fascism in America", j 

The Peoples World for November 6, 19^5, under the heading, 
"L.A. Cops Act as Smith's Goons" stated in part, "Some fifty citizens 
arrested at GERALD L, K, SMITH'S harangue Saturday night for allegedly 
disturbing a meeting in a public school. All defendants appeared in court 
today, ready to plea not guilty through their attorney, JOHN T. McTERNAN, 
but Judge BEN ROSENTHAL delayed the proceedings because no written' complaints 
were ready". It further stated, "Veteran of World War II and the Spanish 
War was jailed when he pretested the clubbing of another citizen". 



4uV 



A copy of this report is being furnished to the £an Francisco 
Field division and <^an ^iego Field Division as it is believed this . 
report contains information which will be of interest 1 to those offices. 



-REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- 
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These sources are being maintained 
confidential for security reasons. 
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